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P  R  E  E  A  C  E 


TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION, 


T/T  has  long  been  defired  by  th£  friends  of  Mr6 
^  Edwards,  that  a  number  of  his  manufcripts  fhould 
be  publifhed  ;  but  the  difadvantages  under  which  all 
pofthumous  publications  muft  neceffarily  appear,  dnd 
the  difficulty  of  getting  any  confiderable  work  printed 
in  this  infant  country  hitherto,  have  proved  fufficient 
obftades  to  the  execution  of  fuch  a  propofah  The 
firftof  thefe  obftades  made  me  doubt,  for  a  confi¬ 
derable  time  after  thefe  manufcripts  came  into  my 
hands,  whether  I  could,  confidently  with  that  re¬ 
gard  which  I  owe  to  the  honour  of  fo  worthy  a  parent, 
fuffer  any  of  them  to  appear  in  the  world.  However, 
being  diffident  of  my  own  fentiments,  and  doubtful 
whether  I  were  not  over-jealous  in  this  matter,  I  de¬ 
termined  to  fubmit  to  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  who 
are  friends  both  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Edwards  and 
to  the  caufe  of  truth.  The  confequence  was,  that 
they  gave  their  advice  for  publifhing  them. 

The  other  obftacle  was  removed  by  a  gentleman  in 
the  church  of  Scotland,  who  was  formerly  a  corre- 

i 

fpondent  of  Mr.  Edwards.*  He  engaged  a  book- 
feller  to  undertake  the  work,  and  alfo  fignified  his 
defire  that  thefe  following  difcourfes  in  particular 
might  be'  made  public. 

*  Dr.  Erskine  of  Edinburgh, 
a  2 


Mr. 
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P  R  E  F  ACE 

Mr*  Edwards  had  planned  a  body  of  divinity,  ifi 
a  new  method,  and  in  the  form  of  ahiftory ;  in  which 

he  was  firft  to  (hew,  how  the  moft  remarkable  events 
m  all  ages,  from  the  fall  to  the  prefen t  times,  recorded 
m  acred  and  profane  hiftory,  were  adapted  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  work  of  redemption ;  and  then  to  trace,  by 
me  tght  of  fcripture-prophecy,  how  the  fame  work 

011  d  be  yet  father  carried  on  even  to  the  end  of 

e  world.-  His  heart  was  fo  much  fet  on  executing 
t  ns  plan,  that  he  was  conliderably  averfe  to  accept 
the  prefidentlhip  of  Prince-town  college,  left  the  du¬ 
ties  of  that  office  fliould  put  it  out  of  his  power. 

The  outlines  of  that  work  are  now  offered  to  the 
public,  as  contained  in  a  feries  of  fermons  preached 
at  Northampton  in  1739,*  without  any  view  to  pub¬ 
lication.  On  that  account,  the  reader  cannot  rea- 
fonably  expect  ah  that  from  them,  which  he  might 
jutdy  have  expected,  had  they  been  written  with  fuch 

a  view,  and  prepared  by  the  Author’s  own  hand  for 
the  prefs. 

/is  to  elegance  of  compofition,  which  is  now 
efteemed  fo  effential  to  all  publications,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  Author  did  not  make  that  his  chief 
ftudy.  However,  his  other  writings,  though  defti- 
tute  of  the  ornaments  of  fine  language, -have,  it  feems, 
that  folid  merit  which  has  procured,  both  to  them- 
ielves  and  to  him,  a  confiderable  reputation  in  the 
world,  and  with  many  an  high  efteem.  It  is  hoped 

Tins  is  neceffary  to  be  remembered  by  the  reader,  in  order 
to  underhand  fome  chronological  obfervaticns  in  the  following 
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that  the  reader  will  find  in  thefe  difcourfes  many  traces 
of  plain  good  fenfe,  found  reafoning,  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  facred  oracles,  and  real  unfeigned 
piety  :  and  that  as  the  plan  is  new,  and  many  of  the 
fentiments  uncommon,  they  may  afford  entertainment 
and  improvement  to  the  ingenious,  the  inquifitive, 
and  the  pious  reader;  may  confirm  their  faith  in 
God’s  government  of  the  world,  in  our  holy  Chriftian 
religion  in  general,  and  in  many  of  its  peculiar  doc¬ 
trines  ;  may  affift  in  ftudying  with  greater  pleafure 
and  advantage  the  hiftorical  and  prophetical  books  of 
fcripture ;  and  excite  to  a  converfation  becoming  the 
gofpeh 

That  this  volume  may  produce  thefe  happy  effects 
in  all  who  fliall  perufe  it,  is  the  hearty  deiire  and 
prayer  of 

* 

The  reader’s  mod  humble  fervant, 

New  haven ,  Feb . 

7  7 

25,  1773,  Jonathan  Edwards, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

I  I  ^ 

TO  THIS  EDITION. 

rT'HE  preceding  Preface,  by  Dr.  Jonathan 
Edwards  of  Newhaven,  (Son  of  President 
Edwards,  and  Member  of  the  Connecticut  Society 
of  Arts  and  Sciences)  has  diffidently  apprized  the 
reader  of  the  nature  of  the  following  Work  ;  we  have 
only  to  add  that  the  original  papers,  being  remitted 
to  Dr.  Erskine,  were  by  him  reduced  from  the 
form  of  Sermons  to  that  of  a  Treatife,  and  published 
at  Edinburgh. 

Two  material  defects  were,  however,  complained 
of  in  that  Edition :  Firft,  that  only  mere  hints  were 
fometimes  dropt  of  an  important  idea,  which  the 
Author  would  douhtlefs  have  enlarged  on,  had  he  pre¬ 
pared  the  work  for  publication  :  and  fecondly,  that 
many  of  the  hiftorical  and  critical  obfervations  w7ere 
not  fupported  with  proper  authorities,  which  in  pulpit 
dilcourfes  would  have  been  impertinent,  but  became 
highly  neceffary  in  a  publication. 

For  thefe  defeats  there  appeared  no  remedy,  but 
fupplying,  in  the  form  of  notes,  what*  probably  the 
Author  would  for  the  molt  part  have  inferted  in  the 
body  of  the  work. 

The  celebrity  of  the  Author,  from  whom  many  of 
the  notes  are  feledecl,  will  ftamp  them  with  lufficient 
credit :  for  the  others ,  the  publiffier  has  to  confefs  his 
obligations  to  Gentlemen,  whofe  names  he  would  be 
proud  to  mention  if  permitted. 

The  Life  and  Experience  of  the  Author,  the  Syllabus, 
General  Index,  Table  of  Texts  explained,  and  other 
improvements  of  this  Edition,  will,  it  is  hoped,  alfo 
contribute  to  render  it  more  generally  acceptable  and 
ufefuL 

LOttbofr, 

®EC.  27,  1788. 
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THE 

LIFE  and  EXPERIENCE 

OF  THE  REVEREND 

JONATHAN  EDWARDS. 


Biography  Is  confeffedly  a  very  agreeable  ftudy, 
and  when  eminent  and  good  men  are  the  iubjefts  of  it? 
no  lefs  inflructive  and  improving.  VV  e  contemplate 
with  pleafurc  thofe  who  have  attained  degrees  ot  virtue  or 
knowledge  which  ourfelves  are  feeking  ;  and  there  is  a 
voice  in  adls  of  piety  and  benevolence,  like  that  of  the 
Redeemer,  4  Go  thou  and  do  likewife  b  but  Christian 
Biography  has  another  end  in  view  ;  we  are  taught  to 
coniider  believers  as  4  The  workmanlhip  of  Chrifl  Jefus, 
A  created  anew  unto  good  works  b  and  certainly  the  free- 
nefs  and  power  of  divine  grace  are  no  lefs  confpicuous  in 
tliefe,  than  are  the  other  attributes  of  Deity  in  the  works 
of  nature  and  providence.  Or,  to  borrow  another  me¬ 
taphor  of  infpiration,  they  are  the  Giving  Epiflles  of 
Jefus  Chrifl,  and  have  thefe  particular  advantages  over 
thofe  infcribed  with  ink  and  pen,  that  they  are  both 
more  durable  and  more  legible  —  they  are  living  and 
as  durable  as  eternal  life  ;  they  are  4  feen  and  read  of  all 
4  men  b  for  the  mofl  illiterate  can  read  the  language  of  a 
holy  life,  though  they  may  not  be  able  to  read  a  line  or 
a  letter  of  the  infpired  volume. 

President  Edwards,  the  author  of  the  enfuing  Hif- 
torv,  wTas  one  of  the  wifeft,  befl,  and  moil  ufeful  preachers 

this 
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the  life  of  the 

this  age  has  produced  ;  his  writings  exhibit  a  remarkable 
11  re ng th  of  mtelleft  ;  the  perfpicuity  of  thought  and  depth 
of  penetration  difeovered  in  his  vindication  of  the  great 
do&rmes  of  Chriftianity,  prove  him  to  be  a  good  fcho- 
lar,  a  bright  genius,  and  a  great:  divine. 

This  learned  and  moll  excellent  man  was  born  at  Wind- 
for,  in  the  province  of  Connecticut,  October  5th,  1702  ; 
was  entered  at  Yale  College  in  1  7  16,  and  made  bachelor 
of  aits  in  1720,  before  he  was  feventeen  years  of  age. 
His  mental  powers  opened  themfelves  fo  early  and  fo  vi¬ 
gorously,  that  he  read  Locke’s  EfTay  upon  Human  Un- 
derftanding  with  uncommon  delight  at  thirteen  years  of 
age  ;  even  at  that  period  difeovering  a  depth,  folidity,  and 
penetration  of  mind,  which  found  nothing  fo  pleafant  to 
itfelf  as  the  exercife  of  its  own  powers. 

He  lived  at  college  near  two  years  after  taking  this  firfc 
degree,  preparing  himfelf,  principally,  lor  the  facred  func¬ 
tion.  After  palling  the  ufual  trials,  he  was  licenfed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  tlie  culloin  or  the  college  and  the  form  ol  re— 
ligion  in  the  province,  to  preach  the  gofpel  as  a  candidate. 

In  Auguit  1722,  he  received  a  call  to  preach  to  the 
Englilh  Prefbyterians  at  New  York,  where  he  continued 
with  approbation  above  eight  months.  T  his  fociety  was 
then  too  final!  to  maintain  a  mimfler  ;  and  therefore,  in 
the  lpring  of  the  year  1723,  he  returned  to  his  father’s 
houfe  in  Connecticut,  where,  during  the  following  fum- 
mer,  he  followed  his  ftudies  with  the  clofeft  application. 
It  appears,  however,  that  he  had  a  deep  fenfe  of  the 
clinician  and  miniiterial  profeihon  upon  Ins  mind  during 
his  abode  at  New  York,  that  the  people  he  watched  over 
became  very  dear  to  him,  and  that  he  left  them  at  laft 
with  great  regret. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1724,  having  taken  his 
mailer’s  degree  in  the  year  before,  he  was  chofen  tutor 
of  Yale  College,  and  he  followed  this  duty  above  two 
years.  It  mull  be  owned,  that  this  was  an  engagement 
oi  great  confequence  for  a  young  man  of  twenty-one, 
who,  by  his  early  introduction  into  the  miniitry,  and 
other  avocations,  could  not  have  found  too  many  oppor¬ 
tunities 
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♦unities  for  his  own  improvement  :  but  the  ftrength  of 
his  mind  overcame  what  arc  ufually  infuperable  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  way  ot  the  generality ;  and  perhaps  his  genius 
a&ed  more  forcibly  from  its  not  being  confined  with  aca¬ 
demical  fetters,  which  elevated  geniufes  can  feldom  en¬ 
dure. 

In  September  1726,  he  refigned  his  tutorfhip,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  invitation  of  the  people  at  Northampton, 
in  Connecticut,  for  affiftance  to  his  mother’s  father,  Mr. 
Stoddard,  who  was  the  fettled  minifter  of  the  town. 
He  was  ordained  colleague  on  the  15th  of  February, 
2727,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  miniiterial  lervice  there  till  the  2  2d  of  June, 
1750,  when  he  was  difmifled  for  attempting  to  reform 
the  church. 

What  feems  at  firft  to  have  rendered  Mr.  Edwards 
an  objeCt  of  hatred,  was  a  circumftance,  which  fhould 
have  made  him,  and  certainly  would,  among  perfons  tru¬ 
ly  religious,  an  objeCt  of  love.  Some  young  perfons  of 
his  flock  had  procured  fome  obfcene  publications,  which 
they  commented  upon  among  themfelves  for  their  own 
proficiency  in  lafcivioufnefs,  and  propagated,  with  the 
ufual  decency  of  fuch  perfons,  for  the  infeCtion  of  others. 
1'his  came  in  a  fhort  time  to  Mr.  Edwards’s  ears  ;  and 
therefore  taking  occafion  after  a  fermon  upon  Heb.  xii. 
25,  16.  preached  for  the  purpofe,  to  call  the  leading 
members  of  his  charge  together,  he  informed  them  of 
wuat  he  had  heard,  and  procured  a  confent  that  th& 
matter  fhould  be  examined.  A  committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  for  this  purpofe,  and  to  affifl  the  pallor.  When  this 
was  done,  Mr.  Edwards  appointed  a  time  of  meeting  - 
and  then  read  a  lift  ot  the  names  of  young  perfons,  ac~ 
cufing  and  accufed,  without  fpecifying  under  which  pre¬ 
dicament  they  flood,  who  were  defired  to  come  together 
at  his  houfe. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  names,  it  appeared  that  a U 
moil  all  the  families  in  the  town  had  fome  relation  or 
other  concei  ned  in  the  matter  ;  and  therefore  a  great 
number  of  the  heads  of  families  not  only  altered  their 

minds 
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iiimds  about  examination,  but  declared,  that  their  chil¬ 
dren,  &c.  fbould  not  be  called  to  account  for  fuch  tilings 
as  thefe  The  town  was  immediately  in  a  blaze:  and 
this  fo  {Lengthened  the  hands,  or  hardened  the  faces 
o  the  guilty,  that  they  fet  their  Pallor  at  defiance  with 
the  greateff  infolence  and  contempt. 

Thus  Mr.  Edwards’s  hands  were  weakened;  and  we 
are  told,  that  he  afterwards  had  but  little  fuccefs  in  his 
mimltry  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  fecurity  and  car¬ 
nality  much  increafed  among  his  people,  and  the  youth 
in  particular  became  more  wanton  and  diffolute. 

All  this  paved  the  way  for  fomething  more.  It  had 
been  a  Handing  opinion  among  this  people  for  fome  time, 
countenanced  aifo  by  their  late  pallor,  “  That  uncon- 
verted  peifons,  known  to  be  fuch  by  the  ungodlinefs  of 
their  lives,  or  their  ignorance  of  divine  truth,  “  had  not- 
withflanding  a  right  in  the  fight  of  God  to  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord’s  fupper  ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  their 
duty  to  partake  of  it,  even  though  they  had  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  grace  and  holinefs,  which  the  gofpel  ftates 
to  be  infeparable  from  true  believers.  It  was  fuffi- 
cient  if  they  were  outward  and  vifible  members  ;  fo 
that  they,  who  really  rejedled  Jefus  Chrilt,  and  dilliked 
the  gofpel-way  of  falvation  in  their  hearts,  and  knew 
that  this  was  true  of  themfelves,  might  (inconceivable 

as  it  appears)  make  the  profeffion  without  lyin^  and 
hypocrify.” 

To  the  common  inconveniences  always  attending  a 
national  chuich,  where  it  is  impoflible  to  examine  every 
man  s  profefion,  or  to  keep  him  from  dilgracmg  it,  here 
is  an  addition  becoming  the  difciples  of  Ignatius  of  Loyola, 
by  which  men  may  be  hypocrites  without  the  guilt  of  hy- 
pocrify,  and  lyars  without  the  imputation  of  fin.  A 
convenient  fort  of  principle  indeed  to  men  of  a  certain 
oaft ;  but  by  no  means  to  tliofe,  who  are  never  to  forget, 
that  4  Fornication  and  all  uncleannefs,  flthinefs,  or 
foolifh  talking,  fhonld  not  be  even  named  amonglb 
4  them,  as  becometh  faints.’  [See  Eph.  v.  3 — 7.] 

Mr 
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Mr.  Edwards  had  long  been  uneafy  upon  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  this  principle,  (one  of  the  moll  flrange  that  ever 
any  church  of  Chrill  avowed)  and  upon  his  own  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  example  of  his  predeceffor  and  to  a  practice 
fettled  before  he  came  thither.  His  doubts  and  uneafi- 
nefs,  as  might  be  expelled  from  fo  good  a  man,  increafed. 
upon  him,  and  drove  him  at  length  to  a  thorough  in- 
vefligation  of  the  fubjeCl ;  the  refult  of  which  was  a  clear 
conviction  of  the  error,  and  a  firm  determination  to  ex- 
pofe  it.  He  was  convinced,  that  “  To  be  a  vifiblc  ChriL 
tian  was  to  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  real  one  ;  that 
the  profeffion  ot  chriflianity  was  a  profeffion  of  that,  in 
which  real  chriflianity  conlifls  and  that,  therefore,  as 
the  Lord’s  fupper  was  intended  for  real  Chriflians,  none 
ought  to  come  to  it,  who  were  not  at  leafl  profeffors  of 
real  chriflianity,  and  to  whom  no  imputation  of  allowed 
ungodlinefs  could  juflly  be  made. 

i  he  declaration  of  his  mind  upon  this  head,  among 
fuch  a  kind  of  men,  raifed  an  immediate  clamour,  and 
put  the  town  into  as  great  a  ferment  as  the  preaching  of 
an  holy  apoflle  had  long  before  occafioned  at  Ephefus. 
They  were  all  in  an  uproar;  and  4  Difmifs  him,  difmifs 
‘  him,’  was  the  univerfal  cry  of  men,  women,  and  elders. 
He  had  touched  a  favourite  fin,,  and  a  favourite- principle 
which  proteCled  it  ;  and  (what  was  a  very  great  truth, 
though  not  in  their  fenfe  of  it)  he  was  no  longer  fit  to  be 
their  pallor.  He  attempted  to  reafon  with  them  calmly; 
but  it  was  oppofing  his  breath  to  the  winds,  the  general 
cry  was  to  have  him  difmiffed. 

*  .  .  .  t r  -  < 

Mr.  Edwards,-  when  they  would  not  hear  him,  wifhed 

to  refer  the  matter  to  fome  neighbouring  miniflers ;  but 

this  being  reje&ed,  he  attempted  to  difeufs  the  matter 

in  a  courie  of  lectures,  which  he  began  for  the  purpofe  ; 

but  although  numbers-  came  from  the  adjoining  parts, 

very  few  of  his  own  congregation  would  attend.  So  in-* 

•  •  v  _ 

toxicating  is  the  nature  of  human  prejudice,  when  once 
indulged,  that  men  will  rather  renounce  their  reafon  than 
refume; their  temper. 

He, 
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He  ufed  all  means  in  his  power  to  reduce  them  at 
leail  to  a  calm,  it  not  a  charitable,  temper  ;  to  hear  and 
weigh,  with  a  little  attention,  what  he  had  to  fay  for 
hirtifdf ;  and  not  to  condemn  him,  were  it  only  for 
their  own  fakes,  without  fome  fliadow  of  a  reafon  \  But 
his  meekn'efs  and  modefty  were  treated  as  conceflions 
again il  himfelf,  and  only  raifed  the  infolence  and  fury  of 
his  adverfaries,  inftead  of  foftening  them  into  peace. 
Nothing  would  ferve  their  turn  (how  plainly  foever 
again  ft  their  fpiritual  and  real  intereft)  but  an  abfolute 
feparation. 

Mr.  Edwards,  finding  all  methods  ineffectual  to  re- 
ftrain  the  torrent  of  virulence,  flander,  and  fallhood 
rolling  upon  him,  at  length  yielded  to  the  artifice  of 
fllefe  men  in  packing  a  council,  compofed  chiefly  of 
their  own  friends  ;  thefe,  after  fome  unavailing  attempts 
for  a  reconciliation,  paffed  a  refolve,  by  the  majority  of 
one  voice  only,  to  this  effect,  That  it  was  expedient  that 
the  paftoral  relation  between  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  church 
fliould  be  diffolved,  if  they  perfifted  in  requiring  it.  This 
being  reported  to  the  people,  they  immediately  voted  his 
difmrffion  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  againft  twenty, 
and  he  was  accordingly  difmiffed  June  22,  1750. 

Thus  had  thefe  people  the  infamy  of  endeavouring 
to  fuin  the  1110ft  able  and  celebrated  divine,  who  hath 
as  yet  been  born  in  America.  But  they  knew  not  their 
own  mercies  ;  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Edwards  would  im¬ 
part  honour  to  any  country  or  profeff on,  and  be  readily 
embraced  by  the  wife  and  good  in  all.  The  few  abhor- 
fers  of  this  atrocious  a entered  an  unavailing  proteil 
againft  it.  The  good  man,  fhocked  rather  for  his  ene¬ 
mies  than  fbf  himfelf,  preached  a  moft  folemn  and  af- 
fetfting  farewell  difeourfe,  which  was  afterwards  publilh- 
tff,  on  II.  Cor*  i.  4*  on  which  he  raifed  this  doS'rine,- 

That  mini fters,  and  the  people  who  have  been  under  their 
care,  :tnuft  nlcet  one  another  at  the  tribunal  of  Chrift." 
TTie  malice  "of  his  enemies  did  not  flop  here  ;  fox  when 
at  times  there  was  no  preacher  to  fupplv  the  pulpit,  lie 
ch'fecrfullv  gave  them  his  ferries,  rather  than  it  fhould  be 

empty.- 


.9. 


REV.  JONATHAN  EDWARDS. 

empty.  This  kindnefs,  which  would  have  conciliated 
more  ingenuous  minds,  only  increafed  the  unhappy 
flame  kindled  in  theirs,  infomuch  that  they  called  the 
town  together,  and  voted,  that  he  fhould  preach  among 
them  no  more.  And  lo  they  frequently  went  without 
preaching,  rather  than  have  the  free  miniftrations  of  a 
man,  of  whom  the  world  i.tfelf  was  not  worthy . 

Thus  ended  his  fervice  of  near  four-and-twenty  years 
to  an  undifeerning  and  ungrateful  people,  who  had  been 
much  upon  his  heart,  and  for  whom  he  had  always  ex- 
prelfed  a  very  tender  concern.  64  For  their  good  he  was 
always  writing,  contriving,  and  labouring ;  for  them 
he  had  poured  out  ten  thoufand  fervent  prayers  ;  and 
in  their  welfare  he  had  rejoiced  as  one  that  findeth  great 
Spoil.”  Yet  all  their  deteffable  conduct  did  not  alter 
the  frame  of  his  mind.  u  He  was  calm,  fedate,  and 
humble  under  the  moll  injurious  treatment :  his  resolu¬ 
tion  and  conduct  in  the  whole  affair  were  truly  won¬ 
derful,  and  cannot  be  fet  in  fo  beautiful  and  affecting 
a  light  by  any  defeription,  as  they  appeared  in  to  his 
friends  who  were  eye-witnelTes.” 

This  incomparable  man  wTas  now  in  the  decline  of 
life,  with  little  or  no  income  befides  his  Stipend  :  and 
this  throws  the  greatefl  light  upon  his  faithfulnefs  and 
Sincerity :  nor  had  he  any  view  of  Support  from  another 
appointment;  for  he  knew  not  how  far  the  malice  of  his 
people  might  extend  to  prevent  it,  or  the  prejudice  of  his 
difmiflion  operate  againft  him  elfewhere  :  neither  was  he 
capable  (alas,  what  pity  he  fhould  be  driven  to  think  of 
it!)  to  take  up  any  other  bulinefs  for  a  fupport.  Thus 
poverty  and  difgrace  were  before  him.  But  he  knew 
that  lie  had  a  good  Mailer.  He  had  divine  comfort  ill 
his  foul  ;  and  in  a  lhort\time  Providence  provided  for 
both  him  and  his  family. 

J  * 

Afhamed  of  this  unparalleled  bafenefs  to  fo  excel¬ 
lent  a  man,  his  friends,  or  rather  the  friends  of  god- 
linefs,  adminillered  to  his  relief:  and  he  was  Soon  after 
appointed  to  the  million  at  Stockbridge  ;  but  not  before 

C  2  Some 


fome  other  infolent  and  bitter  attempts  had  been  made 

to  rum  his  reputation,  as  well  as  to  deprive  him  of 
bread. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  add,  that  one  of  the 
ringleaders  in  this  iniquitous  buiinefs  was  fo  Hung  with 
hiS  conduct  towards  JVIr.  Edwards^  that  he  afterwards 
made  a  public  confeffion  of  his  guilt,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Re\ .  Mr.  Hall,  of  Sutton,  which  letter,  after  having  enu¬ 
merated  the  particulars  of  his  oppofition  to  that  good  man, 
concludes  thus,  “  In  thefe  inftances,  Sir,  of  my  conduit, 
and  others  (to  which  you  was  not  privy)  in  the  courfe 
of  that  moil  melancholy  contention  with  Mr.  Edwards, 
wherein  I  now  fee  that- 1  was  very  much  influenced  by 
vaft  pride,  felf-fufficiency,  ambition,  and  vanity,  I  ap¬ 
pear  to  myfelf  vile  ;  and  doubtlefs  much  more  fo  to 
others  who  are  more  impartial ;  and  do,  in  the  re¬ 
view  thereof,  abhor  myfelf,  and  repent  fordy  :  and  if 
my  own  heart  condemns  me,  it  behoves  me  folemnly 
to  remember,  that  God  is  greater,  and  knoweth  all 
thi  ngs  ;  and  I  hereby  own,  Sir,  that  fuch  treatment  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  as  is  herein  before  mentioned,  wherein 
I  was  fo  deeply  concerned  and  aitive,  was  particularly 
and  very  aggravatedly  finfu!  and  ungrateful  in  me,  be- 
caufe  I  was  not  only  under  the  common  obligations  of 
•each  individual  of  the  fociety  to  him,  as  a  moil  able, 
diligent,  and  faithful  pallor  ;  but  I  had  alfo  received 
many  inftances  of  his  tendernefs,  goodnefs,  and  gene- 
roiity  to  me,  as  a  young  kinfman,  whom  he  was  dif- 
pofed  to  treat  in  a  mofc  friendly  manner.  Indeed,  Sir, 
I  muft  own,  that  by  my  conduit  in  confulting  and  act¬ 
ing  againfc  Mr.  Edwards,  within  the  time  of  our  moil 
unhappy  difputes  with  him,  and  efpecially  in  and  about 
that  abominable  remonftrance,  I  have  fo  far  fymbolized 
with  Balaam,  Ahithophel,  and  Judas,  that  I  am  con¬ 
founded  and  filled  with  terror  oftentimes  when  I  attend 
to  the  moft  painful  fimilitude.  And  I  freely  confefs, 
that  on  account  of  my  conduit  above  mentioned,  I 
have  the  greatefl  reafon  to  tremble  at  thofe  moil  folemn 
and-  awful  words  of  our  Saviour,  Matt,  xviii.  6.  and 
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thofe  in  Luke  xth,  at  the  16th  :  And  I  am  moft  forely 
ieniible  that  nothing  but  that  infinite  grace  and  mercy, 
which  laved  fome  of  the  betrayers  and  murderers  of  our 
bleffed  Lord  and  the  perfecutors  of  his  martyrs,  can 
pardon  me  ;  in  which  alone  I  hope  for  pardon,  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  whole  blood  (bleffed  be  God)  clean feth 
from  all  fin.  And  I  mofl  heartily  wilh  and  pray,  that 
the  town  and  church  of  Northampton  would  ferioufly 
and  carefully  examine  whether  they  have  not  abundant 
caufe  to  judge,  that  they  are  now  lying  under  great  guilt 
in  the  fight  of  God :  and  whether  thofe  of  us,  who 
were  concerned  in  that  moft  awful  contention  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  can  ever  more  reafonably  expeft  God’s  favour 
and  bleffing,  until'  our  eyes  are  opened,  and  we  become 
thoroughly  convinced  that  we  have  greatly  provoked  the 
mofl:  High,  and  been  injurious  to  one  of  the  belt  of 
men  ;  and  until  we  lhall  be  thoroughly  convinced  that 
we  have  dreadfully  /perfecuted  Chrift  by  perfecuting  and 
vexing  that  juft  man  and  fervant  of  Chrift  ;  until  we 
'lhall  be  humble  as  in  the  duft  therefore,  and  till  we 
openly  in  full  terms,  and  without  baulking  the  matter, 
eonfefs  the  fame  before  the  world,  and  moft  humbly  and 
earneftly  feek  forgivenefs  of  God,  and  do  what  we  can 
to  honour  the  memory  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  clear  it 
of  all  the  afperfions  which  are  unjuftly  call  upon  him  ; 
iince  God  has  been  pleafed  to  put  it  beyond  our  power 
to  afk  his  forgivenefs.  Such  terms  I  am  perfuaded  the 
great  and  righteous  God  will  hold  us  to,  and  that  it  will 
be  in  vain  for  us  to  hope  to  efcape  with  impunity  in  any 
other  way.  This  1  am  convinced  of  with  regard  to  my- 
felf,  and  this  way  I  moft  folemnly  propofe  to  take  to 
myfelf  (if  God  in  his  mercy  fhall  give  me  opportu¬ 
nity)  that  fo  by  making  free  confeftion  to  God  and  man 
of  my  fm  and  guilt,  and  publickly  taking  fhame  to  my¬ 
felf  therefore,  I  may  give  glory  to  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
and  do  what  in  me  lies,  to  clear  the  memory  of  that  ve-, 
nerable  man  from  the  wrongs  and  injuries  I  was  lo  ac¬ 
tive  in  bringing  on  his  reputation  and  character  ;  and  I 
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thank  God  that  he  has  been  pleafed  to  fpare  iny  life  and 
opportunity  therefore  to  this  time,  and  am  forry  that  I 
nave  delayed  the  affair  fo  long.1’ 

Mr.  Edwards,  who  was  able  to  ihine  in  the  feats  of 
learning,  and  fome  time  hence  was  called  to  prefide  over 
one,  was  now  delegated  to  the  inilruftion  of  favage  In¬ 
dians  at  Stockbndge,  This  place  is  in  the  weflern  part 
or  Mafiachufet  s  Bay,  and  about  fix  miles  from  Mr. 
Edwards's  former  refidence  at  Northampton.  He  was 
fixed  here  on  the  8th  of  Auguft,  i  75  i  ;  and  here  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  labours,  in  more  peace  and  quietnefs  than  he 
had  ever  known  before,  for  fix  years.  In  this  interval,  - 
though  much  in  years,  he  made  greater  attainments  in 
knowledge,  and  wrote  more  for  the  church  of  God,  than 
he  had  evet  been  able  to  do,  within  the  fame  fpace  of  time, 
during  the  foimer  part  of  his  life.  In  this  retirement,  he 
compofed  his  deepefl  and  moft  valuable  works  ;  fo  that 
when,  in  his  own  judgement,  as  well  as  that  of  others, 

Ins  ufefumefs  feemed  to  be  cut  off,  he  found  greater  op¬ 
portunities  of  fervice  than  ever.  A  pleafing  calm,  after 
fo  grievous  a  florm,  to  his  troubled  mind  ! 

On  the  death  of  Air.  Aaron  Burr,  prefident  of  New 
Jeriey  Gollege,  which  was  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1757,  the  tru flees  of  that  feminary  unfolicited  chofe 
Mr..  Edwards  to  fucceed  him  :  but  our  excellent  author 
was  with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  accept  it ;  modeffly 
alledging  his  own  infufficiency,  ill  health,  and  difufe  to 
that  kind  of  life.  At  length,  upon  the  arguments  and 
perfuafions  of  his  brethren  in  the  miniflry,  he  accepted 
of  this  prefldency,  and  went  from  Stockbridge  to  Prince 
Town  in  January,  1758.  But  the  end  of  his  labours 
was  approaching  ;  he  had  only  preached  two  or  three  fer . 
.mous,  and  had  not  entered  fully  upon  the  duties  of  his 
new  office,  when  he  was  called  to  glory.  The  fmall 
pox,  which  has  always  been  unufually  fatal  in  America, 
had  infected  Prince  Town,  which  induced  the  phyfician 
of  the  place  to  advife  him  to  he  inoculated,  with  the 
confent  of  the  corporation.  Accordingly  he  was  inocu- 
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lated  on  the  13th  of  February,  and  his  diforder  at  firft 
feemed  to  be  favourable  ;  but  a  fever  coming  on,  and  the 
puftules  laying  much  in  his  throat,  no  proper  medicines 
could  be  adminiftered,  and  therefore  the  violence  of  it 
raged,  till  it  put  an  end  to  his  ufeful  life,  on  the  2  2d 
of  March,  1758,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

When  he  was  fenfible  that  death  was  approaching,  he 
called  his  daughter  (who  was  the  only  part  of  his  family 
which  had  yet  removed  with  him,)  and  addreffed  her  in 
the  following  words  :  £  Dear  Lucy,  it  feems  to  me  to  be 
‘  the  will  of  God,  that  I  muft  fhortly  leave  you  :  there - 
4  fore;  give  my  kindeft  love  to  my  dear  wife,  and  tell  her, 

4  that  the  uncommon  union,  which  has  fo  long  fubfifled 
4  between  us,  has  been  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  I  trull  is  fpi- 
4  ritual,  and  therefore  will  continue  for  ever.  I  hope 
4  fhe  will  be  fupported  under  fo  great  a  trial,  and  fubmit 
4  cheerfully  to  the  will  of  God.  And  as  to  my  children, 

4  you  are  now  like  to  be  left  fatherlefs,  which  I  hope  will 
4  be  an  inducement  to  you  all  to  feek  a  father,  who  will 
4  never  fail  you.’  He  defired  that  his  funeral  might  not  be 
attended  with  parade  (as  is  ufual  in  America,)  but  ra¬ 
ther  fomething  be  given  to  the  poor.  He  could  fay  but 
little  in  his  ficknefs,  owing  to  the  nature  and  feat  of  his 
diforder  ;  but  juft  at  the  laid,  .when  furrounded  by  friends 
lamenting  their  own  lofs  and  that  of  the  church  and  col¬ 
lege,  he  faid,  to  their  great  furprize,  as  they  did  not  ima¬ 
gine  he  heard  them  or  was  able  to  ipeak,  4  Trull  in  God, 

4  and  ye  need  not  fear,  and  then,  almoft  literally,  fell 
alleep  in  Jefus. 

We  are  perluaded  our  readers  will  be  abundantly  gra¬ 
tified  with  the  account  of  our  author’s  experience  as  writ¬ 
ten  by  himfelf ;  and  therefore  lhall  make  no  apology  tor 
tub  joining  almoft  the  whole  of  it. 

In  this  narrative  we  find  our  great  and  celebrated  me- 
taphyftcian  relating  the  manner  of  God’s  dealings  with 
his  foul,  in  a  ftile  that  breathes  all  the  humility  and 
Simplicity  of  a  little  child.  44  It  is  peculiarly  fweet  to 
^bftrve,”  favs  an  evangelical  writer,  44  that  in  matters  of 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual  concern,  the  philofopher  and  the  ploughman,  if 
truly  regenerated,  have  the  fame  feelings,  and  lpeak  the 
fame  language  :  they  all  ‘  eat  of  the  fame  fpiritUal  meat, 
and  drink  of  the  fame  fpiritual  rock,  which  follows  them, 
ana  that  rocK  is  thrift. ’  Hence  that  ftmilitude  of  expe¬ 
rience  or  (to  fpeak  figuratively)  that  ftrong  and  ftriking 
family  likenefs,  which  obtains  among  the  converted  people 
of  God,  in  every  period  of  time,  and  in  every  nation  un¬ 
der  heaven.  They  all  without  exception  feel  themfelves 
totally  ruined  by  original  fin  ;  they  all  without  exception 
take  refuge  in  the  righteoufnefs  and  crofs  of  Chrift  ;  and 
unite  m  afcribmg  the  whole  praile  of  their  ialvation  to 
the  alone  free  grace  and  fovereign  mercy  of  Father,  Son. 
and  Spirit.” 

“  I  had,”  fays  Mr.  Edwards,  “  a  variety  of  concerns 
and  exercifes  about  my  foul  from  .my  childhood  ;  but 
had  two  more  remarkable  feafons  of  awakening,  before  I 
met  with  that  change  by  which  1  was  brought  to  thole 
new  difpofitions,  and  that  new  fenfe  of  things,  that  I 
have  fince  had.  The  firft  time  was  when  I  was  a  boy, 
fome  years  before  I  went  to  college,  at  a  time  of  remark¬ 
able  awakening  in  my  father’s  congregation.  I  was  then 
very  much  aftedted  for  many  months,  and  concerned 
about  the  things  of  religion,  and  my  foul’s  falvation  ; 
and  was  abundant  in  duties.  I  ufed  to  pray  five  times  a 
day  in  fecret,  and  to  fpend  much  time  in  religious  talk 
with  other  boys  ;  and  ufed  to  meet  with  them  to  pray  to¬ 
gether.  I  experienced  I  know  not  what  kind  of  delight 
in  religion  ;  my  mind  was  much  engaged  in  it,  and  had 
much  felt-righteous  pleafure  ;  and  it  was  my  delight  to 
abound  in  religious  duties.  I,  with  fome  of  mv  fchool- 
mates,  joined  together  and  built  a  booth  in  a  fwamp,  in 
a  very  fecret  and  retired  place,  for  a  place  of  praver. 
And, '  beftdes,:  I  had  particular  fecret  places  of  my  own  in 
the  woods,  where  I  ufed  to  retire  by  inyfelf,  and  ufed  to 
be,  from  time  to  time,  much  effected.  My  affections 
feemed  to  be  lively  and  eafily  moved,  and  I  feemed  to  be 
in  my  element,  when  I  engaged  in  religious  duties  :  and 
I  am  ready  to  think,  many  are  deceived  with  fuch  affcc- 
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lions,  and  fuch  a  kind  of  delight,  as  I  then  had  in  reli¬ 
gion,  and  mi  {take  it  for  grace. 

“  But  in  procefs  of  time,  my  convictions  add  affeCtions 
wore  oft,  and  I  entirely  loft  all  thofe  affeCtions  and  de¬ 
lights,  and  left  off  fecret  prayer,  at  leaft  a  ;  to  any  con- 
ft  ant  performance  of  it  5  and  returned  like  a  dog  to  his 
vonift,  and  went  on  in  ways  of  fin. 

“  Indeed  I  was  at  fbme  times  very  uneafy,  efpecially 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  time  of  my  being  at  college. 
Till  it  pieafed  God,  in  my  laft  year  at  college,  at  a  time 
when  I  was  in  the  midft  of  many  uneafy  thoughts  about, 
the  ftate  of  my  foul,  to  feize  me  with  a  pleurify  ;  in 
which  he  brought  me  nigh  to  the  grave,  and  ftiook  me 
over  the  pit  of  hell. 

“  But  yet,  it  was  not  long  after  my  recovery,  before  £ 
fell  again  into  my  old  ways  of  fin.  But  God  would  not 
fuffer  me  to  go  on  with  any  quietnefs  ;  for  I  had  great 
and  violent  inward  ftruggles  :  till  after  many  conflicts 
with  wicked  inclinations,  and  repeated  refolutions,  and 
bonds  that  I  laid  myfelf  under  by  a  kind  of  vows  to  God, 
I  was  brought  wholly  to  break  off  all  former  wicked  ways, 
and  all  ways  of  known  outward  fin,  and  to  apply  myfelf 
to  feek  my  falvation,  and  praCtife  the  duties  of  religion  ; 
but  without  that  kind  of  affection  and  delight  that  I  had 
formerly  experienced.  My  concern  now  wrought  more 
by  inward  ftruggles  and  conflicts,  and  felf-refleCtions  :  I 
made  feeking  my  falvation  the  main  bufinefs  of  my  life  ; 
but  yet  it  feems  to  me,  I  fought  after  a  miferable  manner  ; 
which  has  made  me  fometimes  fince  to  queftion,  whether 
ever  it  iffued  in  that  which  was  faving  ;  being  ready  to 
doubt,  whether  fuch  miferable  feeking  was  ever  fucceeded. 
But  yet  I  was  brought  to  feek  falvation  in  a  manner  that  I 
never  was  before  ;  I  felt  a  fpirit  to  part  with  all  things  in 
the  world  for  an  intereft  in  Chrift.  My  concern  conti¬ 
nued  and  prevailed,  with  many  exercifing  thoughts  and 
inward  ftruggles  ;  but  yet  it  never  feemed  to  be  proper  to 
exprefs  my  concern  that  I  had,  by  the  name  of  terror. 

From  my  childhood  up,  my  mind  had  been  wont 
to  be  full  of  objections  againft  the  doCtrine  of  God's 
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Sovereignty,  in  choofing  whom  he  would  to  eternal 
lite,  and  rejecting  whom  he  pleated  ;  leaving  them 
eternally  to  perifh.  ....  It  ufed  to  ap¬ 
pear  like  a  horrible  doCtrine  to  me;  but  I  remember 
the  time  very  well,  when  I  feemed  to  be  convinced,  and 
fully  fatisfied,  as  to  this  fovercignty  of  God,  and  hisjuf- 
tice  in  thus  eternally  dilpofing  of  men  according  to  his 
Sovereign  pleafure  ;  but  never  could  give  an  account  how, 
or  by  what  means,  I  was  thus  convinced  ;  not  in  the 
leaf!  imagining,  in  the  time  ot  it,  nor  a  long  time  after, 
that  there  was  any  extraordinary  influence  of  God’s  Spi¬ 
rit  in  it ,  but  only  that  now  I  law  farther,  and  my  realon 
apprehended  the  juftice  and  reafonablenefs  of  it.  How¬ 
ever,  my  mind  relied  in  it  ;  and  it  put  an  end  to  all  thofe 
cavils  and  objections  that  had  till  then  abode  with  me  all 
the  preceding  part  or  my  lire.  But  I  have  oftentimes-, 
lince  that  firlt  conviction,  had  quite  another  kind  of  fenfe 
ot  God’s  fovereignty  than  I  had  then.  I  have  often 
fmce,  not  only  had  a  conviction,  but  a  delightful  con- 
viCtion.  I  he  doCtrine  of  God’s  fovereignty  has  very 
often  appeared  an  exceeding  pleafant,  bright,  and  fweet 
doCtrine  to  me  ;  and  abiolute  fovereignty  is  what  I  love 
to  aicrib-e  to  God.  But  my  firlt  conviftion  was  not 
with  this.” 

I  his  part  of  our  excellent  Author’s  experience  reminds 
us  ot  the  feventeenth  Article  of  the  Church  of  England, 
which  afterts,  that  64  The  godly  confideration  of  predef- 
tination,  and  ot  our  eleCtion  in  Chrift,  is  full  of  fweet, 
pleafant,  and  unfpeakable  comfort  to  godly  perfons.” 
Such  indeed  have  many  found  it ;  but  let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered,  it  is  only  the  godly  confideration  of  predeftination 
that  is  thus  comfortable ;  that  this  mult  be  connected 
with  the  evidence  of  our  election  in  Chrift,  and  that  to 
godly  'per join  only  is  this  contemplation  fweet  and  profit  - 
able  ;  to  others  it  may  be  dangerous,  and  it  mult  be  pain¬ 
ful.  An  amiable  divine  has  obferved,  44  That  none 
fhould  go  to  the  univerfity  of  Predeftination,  until  they 
Lave  been  at  the  grammar  fchool  of  Faith  and  Repent¬ 
ance.” 
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“  The  firft  that  I  remember  that  ever  I  found  anything 
of  that  fort  of  inward  fweet  delight  in  God  and  divine 
things,  that  I  have  lived  much  in  iince,  was  on  reading 
thofe  words,  [I,  Tim.  i.  17.J  4  Now  unto  the  King  eter- 
4  nal,  immortal,  invilible,  the  only  wife  God,  be  honour 
4  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever,  Amend  As  I  read  the; 
words,  there  came  into  my  foul,  and  was  as  it  were  dif- 
fuled  through  it,  a  fenfe  of  the  glory  of  the  Divine  Being; 
f  .  quite  different  from  any  thing  I  ever  expe¬ 

rienced  before.  Never  any  words  of  fcripture  feemed  to 
me  as  thefe  words  did.  I  thought  with  myfelf,  how  ex¬ 
cellent  a  Being  that  was,  and  how  happy  I  lhould  he,  if 
I  might  enjoy  that  God,  and  be  wrapt  up  to  God  in  hea¬ 
ven,  and  be  as  it  were  fwallowed  up  in  him.  I  kept  fay¬ 
ing,  and  as  it  were  fmging  over  thefe  words  of  fcripture 
to  myfelf ;  and  went  to  prayer,  to  pray  to  God  that  I 
might  enjoy  him  ;  and  prayed  in  a  manner  quite  different 
from  what  I  ufed  to  do  ;  with  a  new  fort  of  affection  : 
but  it  never  came  into  my  thought  that  there  was  any¬ 
thing  fpiritual  or  of  a  faving  nature  in  this, 

44  From  about  that  time,  I  began  to  have  a  new  kind 
of  apprehen lions  and  ideas  of  Chrift,  and  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption,  and  the  glorious  way  of  falvation  by  him.  I 
had  an  inward  fweet  fenfe  of. thefe  things,  that  at  times 
came  into  my  heart,  and  my  foul  was  led  away  in  plea- 
fant  views  and  contemplations  of  them  ;  and  my  mind 
was  greatly  engaged  to  fpend  my  time  in  reading  and  me¬ 
ditating  on  Chrift,  and  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  his 
perfon,  and  the  lovely  way  of  falvation  by  free  grace  in 
him.  I  found  no  books  fo  delightful  to  me,  as  thofe  that 
treated  of  thefe  fubje&s.  Thofe  words,  [Cant.  ii.  1.] 
ufed  to  be  abundantly  with  me,  4  I  am  the  rofe  of  Sharon, 

4  and  the  lily  of  the  vallies.’  The  words  feemed  to  me 
iweetly  to  reprefent  the  lovelinefs  and  beauty  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  And  the  whole  book  of  Canticles  ufed  to  be  plea- 
fant  to  me,  and  I  ufed  to  be  much  in  reading  it  about 
that  time  ;  and  found,  from  time  to  time,  an  inward 
fweetnefs  that  ufed,  as  it  were,  to  carry  me  away  in  my 
Contemplations.  The  fenfe  I  had  ?f  divine  things, 
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would  often  of  a  fudden,  as  it  were,  kindle  up  a  fweet 
burning  in  my  heart,  an  ardour  of  my  foul,  that  I  know 
not  how  to  exprefs. 

“  After  this  my  fenfe  of  divine  things  gradually  in- 
creafed,  and  occame  more  and  more  lively,  and  had  more 
of  that  inward  fweetnefs.  The  appearance  of  every  thing 
was  altered  ;  there  feemed  to  be,  as  it  were,  a  calm,  fweet 
call  or  appearance  of  divine  glory,  in  almo.ft  every  thing, 
God’s  excellency?  his  wifdom,  his  purity  and  love,  feemed 
to  appear  in  every  thing  ;  in  the  fun,  moon,  and  bars  ; 
m  the  clouds,  and  blue  fky  ;  in  the  grafs,  flowers,  trees; 
in  the  water,  and  all  nature  ;  which  ufed  greatly  to 
my  rriind.  I  often  ufed  to  fit  and  view  the  moon  for  a 
long  time  ;  and  fo  in  the  day-time  fpent  much  time  in 
viewing  the  clouds  and  fky,  to  behold  the  fweet  glory  of 
God  in  thefe  things  ;  in  the  mean  time  flinging  forth, 
with  a  low  voice,  my  contemplations  of  the  Creator  and 
Redeemer :  and  fcarce  any  thing,  among  all  the  works  of 
nature,  was  fo  fweet  to  me  as  thunder  and  lightning  ; 
formerly,  nothing  had  been  fo  terrible  to  me.  I  ufed  to 
be  a  perfon  uncommonly  terrified  with  thunder,  and  it 
ufed  to  ftrike  me  with  terror  when  I  flaw  a  thunder-florm 
rifing:  but  now,  on  the  contrary,  it  rejoiced  me.  I  felt 
God  at  the  firft  appearance  of  a  thunder-florm,  and  ufed 
to  take  the  opportunity,  at  fuch  times,  to  fix  myfelf  to 
view  the  clouds,  and  fee  the  lightnings  play,  and  hear  the 
majeflic  and  awful  voice  of  God’s  thunder,  which  often¬ 
times  was  exceedingly  entertaining,  leading  me  to  fweet 
contemplations  of  my  great  and  glorious  God  ;  and  while 
f  viewed,  ufed  to  fpend  my  time,  as  it  always  feemed 
natural  to  me,  to  ling  or  chant  forth  my  meditations  ; 
to  fpeak  my  thoughts  in  foliloquies,  and  fpeak  with  a 
finging  voice. 

44  I  felt  then  a  great  fatisfaftion  as  to  my  good  eftate  ; 
but  that  did  not  content  me.  I  had  vehement  longings 
of  foul  after  God  and  Chrift,  and  after  more  holinefs, 
wherewith  my  heart  feemed  to  be  full,  and  ready  to 
break  ;  which  often  brought  to  my  mind  the  words  of 
the  Pfalmift,  [Pfal.  cxix,  28.]  4  My  foul  breaketh  for  the 

4  long- 


REV.  JONATHAN  EDWARDS. 


*9 


9  longing  it  hath/  I  often  felt  a  mourning  and  lament¬ 
ing  in  my  heart,  that  I  had  not  turned  to  God  fooner, 
that  I  might  have  had  more  time  to  grow  in  grace.  My 
mind  was  greatly  fixed  on  divine  things  ;  I  was  almoft 
perpetually  in  the  contemplation  of  them  :  fpent  molt  of 
my  time  in  thinking  of  divine  things,  year  after  year ; 
and  ufed  to  fpend  abundance  of  my  time  in  walking  alone 
in  the  woods  and  folitary  places  for  meditation,  folilo- 
quy,  and  prayer,  and  converfe  with  God  :  and  it  was  al¬ 
ways  my  manner,  at  fuch  times,  to  fing  forth  my  con¬ 
templations  ;  and  was  almoft  conftantly  in  ejaculatory- 
prayer  wherever  I  was.  Prayer  feemed  to  be  natural  to 
me,  as  the  breath  by  which  the  inward  burnings  of  my 
heart  had  vent. 

“  The  delights  which  I  now  felt  in  things  of  religion 
w^ere  of  an  exceeding  different  kind  from  thofe  foremen- 
tioned,  that  I  had  when  I  was  a  boy  ;  they  were  totally  . 
of  another  kind  ;  and  what  I  then  had  no  more  notion 
or  idea  of,  than  one  born  blind  has  of  pleafant  and  beau¬ 
tiful  colours  :  they  were  of  a  more  inward,  pure,  foul- 
animating  and  refrefhing  nature.  Thofe  former  delights 
never  reached  the  heart ;  and  did  not  arife  from  any  fight 
of  the  divine  excellency  of  the  things  of  God  ;  or  any 
tafle  of  the  l'oul-fatisfying,  and  life-giving  good,  there  is 
in  them.” 

Mr.  Edwards  mull  certainly  be  the  belt  judge  of  his 
own  feelings  ;  but  w^e  have  fometimes  queried  whether 
our  Author,  and  fome  other  excellent  men,  have  not 
erred  in  imputing  their  firft  conviction  and  early  experi¬ 
ence  in  religion  to  fome  other  caufe,  which  ought  rather 
to  be  attributed  to  the  agency  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  It 
certainly  does  not  follow,  that  becaufe  our  firft  views  of 
divine  things  are  lefs  clear,  and  our  firft  religious  affec¬ 
tions  lefs  fpi ritual,  than  afterwards,  that  they  do  not 
proceed  from  the  fame  caufe.  The  early  beamings  of  the 
dawn,  and  the  noon-tide  fun  beams,  though  they  differ 
immenfely  in  their  degree  of  light  and  heat,  are  certainly 
of  the  fame  nature,  and  proceed  from  the  fame  caufe* 
When  our  Lord  firft  anointed  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man, 
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[Mark  viij.  24.]  he  faw  4  Men  as  trees  walking;’  but 
when  he  put  his  hands  on  him  again,  4  he  faw  every  man 
‘  clearly  f  yet  by  the  lame  hands  were  both  effects  pro¬ 
duced,  and  to  the  fame  Redeemer  was  the  glory  of  both  due. 

44  My  fenfe  of  divine  things  feemed  gradually  to  in- 
creafe,  till  I  went  to  preach  at  New  York,  which  was 
about  a  year  and  a  half  after  they  began.  While  I  was 
there,  I  felt  them,  very  fenfibly,  in  a  much  higher  de¬ 
gree  than  1  had  done  before  :  my  longings  after  God  and 
holinefs  were  much  increafed  ;  pure  and  humble,  holy 
&nd  heavenly  chriftianity,  appeared  exceeding  amiable  to 
me.  I  felt  in  me  a  burning  deiire  to  be  in  every  thing  a 
complete  Chriftian  ;  and  conformed  to  the  bleffed  image 
of  Chrift  ;  and  that  I  might  live  in  all  things  according 
to  the  pure,  fweet,  and  bleffed  rules  of  the  gofpel.  I  had 
an  eager  thirfting  after  progrefs  in  thefe  things  ;  my  long¬ 
ings  after  it  put  me  upon  purfuing  and  preffing  after  them. 
It  was  my  continual  ft  rife  day  and  night,  and  con  ft  ant 
inquiry,  how  I  fhould  be  more  holy,  and  live  more  ho- 
lily,  and  more  becoming  a  child  of  God,  and  difciple  of 
Chrift.  I  fought  an  increafe  of  grace  and  holinefs,  and 
that  I  might  live  an  holy  life,  with  vaftlv  more  earneft- 
nefs  than  ever  I  fought  grace,  before  I  had  it.  I  ufed 
to  be  continually  examining  myfelf,  and  ftudying  and 
contriving  for  likely  ways  and  means  how  I  fhould  live 
holily,  with  far  greater  diligence  and  earneftnefs  than 
ever  I  purfued  any  thing  in  my  life  ;  but  with  too  great  a 
dependence  on  my  own  ftrcngth,  which  afterwards  proved 
a  great  damage  to  me.  My  experience  had  not  then 
taught  me,  as  it  has  done  fmce,  my  extreme  feeble nefs 
and  impotence,  every  manner  of  way  ;  and  the  innumer¬ 
able  and  bottomlefs  depths  of  fecret  corruption  and  deceit 
that  there  were  in  my  heart.  However,  I  went  on  with 
nay  eager  purfuit  after  more  holinefs,  and  fweet  confor¬ 
mity  to  Chrift. 

44  The  heaven  I  deftred  was  a  heaven  of  holinefs  ;  to 
be  with  God,  and  to  fpend  my  eternity  in  divine  love,  and 
holy  communion  with  Chrift.  My  mind  was  very  much 

taken  up  with  contemplations  on  heaven,  and  the  enjoy¬ 
ments 
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meats  of  thofe  there  ;  and  living  there  in  perfect  liolinefs, 
humility,  and  love.  And  it  uied  at  that  time  to  appear  a 
great  part  of  the  happinefs  of  heaven,  that  there  the  faints 
could  exprefs  their  love  to  Chrift.  It  appeared  to  me  a 
great  clog  and  hindrance,  and  burden  to  me,  that  what  I 
felt  within,  I  could  not  exprefs  to  God,  and  give  vent  to, 
as  I  defired  :  the  inward  ardour  of  my  foul  feemed  to  be 
hindered  and  pent  up,  and  could  not  freely  flame  out  as 
it  would.  I  ufed  often  to  think  how  in  heaven  this  fweet 
principle  fhould  freely  and  fully  vent  and  exprefs  itfelf. 
Heaven  appeared  to  me  exceeding  delightful  as  a  world  of 
love.  It  appeared  to  me  that  all  happinefs  confided  in 
living  in  pure,  humble,  heavenly,  divine  love. 

“  I  remember  the  thoughts  I  ufed  then  to  have  of  ho- 
linefs.  I  remember  I  then  faid  fometimes  to  myfelf,  I 
do  certainly  know  that  I  love  liolinefs,  fuch  as  the  goipel 
prefcribes  :  it  appeared  to  me,  there  was  nothing  in  it 
but  what  was  ravifhingly  lovely  :  it  appeared  to  me  to 
be  the  high  eft  beauty  and  amiableneis,  above  all  other 
beauties,  that  it  was  a  divine  beauty,  far  purer  than  any¬ 
thing  here  upon  earth  ;  and  that  every  thing  elie  was  like 
mire,  filth,  and  defilement,  in  companion  of  it. 

“  Holinefs,  as  I  then  wrote  down  fome  of  my  con¬ 
templations  on  it,  appeared  to.  me  to  be  of  a  fweet,  plea- 
fen  t,  charming,  ferene,  calm  nature  ;  it  feemed  to  me, 
it  brought  an  inexprelfible  purity,  brightnefs,  peaceful- 
nefs,  and  ravifhment,  to  the  foul ;  and  that  it  made  the 
foul  like  a  field  or  garden  of  God,  with  all  manner  of 
pleafant  flowers,  that  is  all  pleafant,  delightful,  and  un- 
difturbed;  enjoying  a  fweet  calm,  and  the  gentle  vivify¬ 
ing  beams  of  the  fun.  The  foul  of  a  true  Chriilian,  as 
1  then  wrote  my  meditations,  appeared  like  fuch  a  little 
white  flower  as  we  fee  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  low  and 
humble  on  the  ground,  opening  its  bofom  to  receive  the 
pleafant  beams  of  the  fun’s  glory  ;  rejoicing,  as  it  were, 
in  a  calm  rapture,  dirfufing  around  a  fweet  fragrancy, 
Handing  peacefully  and  lovingly  in  the  midft  of  other 
flowers  round  about;. all  in  like  manner  opening  their 
bofoms  to  drink  in  the  fight  of  the  fun. 


•  c 


There 


22 


the  life  of  the 


“  There  was  no  part  of  creature-holinefs  that  I  then* 
and  at  other  times,  had  fo  great  a  fenfe  of  the  lovelinefs 
of,  as  humility,  brokennefs  of  heart,  and  poverty  of  fpi- 
rit ;  and  there  was  nothing  that  I  had  fuch  a  fpirit  to 
long  for.  My  heart,  as  it  were,  panted  after  this,  to  lie 
low  before  God,  and  in  the  duff,  that  I  might  be  no¬ 
thing,  and  that  God  might  be  all  ;  that  I  might  become 
as  a  little  child. 

“  While  I  was  there,  at  New  York,  I  fometimes  was 
much  afFeXed  with  reflexions  on  my  pafh  life,  confider- 
mg  how  late  it  was  before  I  began  to  be  truly  religious* 
and  how  wickedly  I  had  lived  till  then  ;  and  once  fo,  as 
to  weep  abundantly,  and  for  a  confiderable  time  toge¬ 
ther. 

“  On  January  12,  I  722-3,  I  made  a  folemn  dedica¬ 
tion  of  myfelf  to  God,  and  wrote  it  down  ;  giving  up 
*  myfelf  and  all  that  I  had  to  God  ;  to  be  for  the  future  in 
no  refpeX  my  own  ;  to  aX  as  one  that  had  no  right  to 
himfelf  in  any  refpeX  ;  and  folemnly  vowed  to  take  God 
for  my  whole  portion  and  felicity  ;  looking  on  nothing 
elfe  as  any  part  of  my  happinefs,  nor  aXing  as  if  it  were  ; 
and  his  law  for  the  conftant  rule  of  my  obedience,  en¬ 
gaging  to  fight  with  all  my  might  againfl  the  world,  the 
fleih,  and  the  devil,  to  the  end  of  my  life.  But  have 
reafon  to  be  infinitely  humbled,  when  I  confider  how 
much  I  have  failed  of  anfwering  my  obligation. 

“  I  had  then  abundance  of  fweet  religious  converfa- 
tion  in  the  family  where  I  lived,  with  Mr.  John  Smith, 
and  his  pious  mother.  My  heart  was  knit  in  affeXion 
to  thofe,  in  whom  were  appearances  of  true  piety  ;  and 
I  could  bear  the  thoughts  of  no  other  companions,  but 
fuch  as  w^ere  holy,  and  the  difciple.s  of  the  bleffed  Jefus. 

u  I  had  great  longings  for  the  advancement  of  ChrilVs 
kingdom  in  the  world  ;  my  fecret  prayer  ufed  to  be  in 
great  part  taken  up  in  praying  for  it.  If  I  heard  the 
leaft  hint  of  any  thing  that  happened  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  that  appeared  to  me,  in  fome  refpeX  or  other,  to 
have  a  favourable  afpeX  on  the  intereft  of  Chrifl’s  king¬ 
dom,  my  foul  eagerly  Catched  at  it,  and  it  would  much 
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animate  and  refrefli  me.  I  ufed  to  be  earneft  to  read 
public  news  letters,  mainly  for  that  end,  to  fee  if  I  could 
not  find  fome  news  favourable  to  the  intereft  of  religion 
in  the  world. 

“  I  very  frequently  ufed  to  retire  into  a  folitary  place 
on  the  banks  of  Hudfon’s  River,  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  city,  for  contemplation  on  divine  things,  and  fecret 
converfe  with  God  ;  and  had  many  fweet  hours  there; 
Sometimes  Mr.  Smith  and  I  walked  there  together,  to 
converfe  of  the  things  of  God  ;  and  our  converfation 
ufed  much  to  turn  on  the  advancement  of  Chrift’s  king¬ 
dom  in  the  world,  and  the  glorious  things  that  God 
would  accomplifh  for  his  church  in  the  latter  days. 

“  I  had  then,  and  at  other  times,  the  greateft  delight 
in  the  holy  fcriptures  of  any  book  whatfoever ;  often¬ 
times  in  reading  it,  every  word  feemed  to  touch  my 
heart.  I  felt  a  harmony  between  fome  thing  in  my  heart, 
and  thofe  fweet  and  powerful  words  :  I  feemed  often  to 
fee  fo  much  light  exhibited  by  every  fentence*  and  fuch 
a  refrefhing  ravifhing  food  communicated,  that  I  could 
not  get  along  in  reading  :  ufed  oftentimes  to  dwell  long 
on  one  fentence,  to  fee  the  wonders  contained  in  it  ; 
and  yet  almoft  every  fentence  feemed  to  be  full  of  won¬ 
ders. 

“  I  came  away  from  New  York  in  the  month  of 
April  1723,  and  had  a  moil  bitter  parting  with  Madam 
Smith  and  her  fon  :  my  heart  feemed  to  link  within  me, 
at  leaving  the  family  and  city,  where  I  had  enjoyed  fo 
many  fweet  and  pleafant  days.  I  went  from  New  York 
to  Weathersfield  by  water.  As  I  failed  away,  I  kept 
light  of  the  city  as  long  as  I  could,  and  when  I  was  out 
of  light  of  it,  it  would  affedl  me  much  to  look  that  way, 
with  a  kind  of  melancholy  mixed  with  fweetnefs.  How¬ 
ever  that  night,  after  this  forrowful  parting,  I  was  greatly 
comforted  in  God  at  Weilchefler,  where  we  went  afhore 
to  lodge,  and  had  a  pleafant  time  of  it  all  the  voyage  to 
Saybrook.  It  was  fweet  to  me  to  think  of  meeting  dear 
Chriftians  in  heaven,  where  we  fhould  never  part  more. 
At  Saybrook  went  afhore  to  lodge  on  Saturday,  ahd  there 
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kept  Sabbath  ;  where  I  had  a  fweet  and  refrefhing  feafon, 
walking  alone  in  the  fields. 

After  I  came  home  to  Windfor,  remained  much  in 
a  like  frame  of  mind  as  I  had  been  in  at  New  York,  but 
only  fometimes  felt  my  heart  ready  to  fink,  with  the 
thoughts  of  my  friends  at  New  York  ;  and  my  refuge 
and  lupport  was  in  contemplations  on  the  heavenly  ft  ate, 
as  I  find  in  my  Diary,  of  May  i,  1723.  It  was  my 
comfort  to  think  of  that  Hate,  where  there  is  fulnefs  of 
joy;  where  reigns  heavenly,  fweet,  calm,  and  delightful 
love,  without  alloy  f  where  there  are  continually  the 
deal  eft  expieftions  of  this  love  ;  where  is  the  enjoyment 
of  the  perfons  loved,  without  ever  parting  ;  where  thefe 
peri 6ns  that  appear  fo  lovely  in  this  world,  will  really  be 
mexpreffibly  more  lovely,  and  full  of  love  to  ns.  And 
now  fweetly  will  the  mutual  lovers  join  together  to  ling 
the  prailes  of  God  and  the  Lamb  ]  How  full  will  it  fill  us 
with  joy  to  think  that  this  enjoyment,  thefe  fweet  exer- 
cifes,  will  never  ceafe  or  come  to  an  end,  but  will  laft  to 
all  eternity  ! 

44  Continued  much  in  the  fame  frame  in  the  general, 
that  I  had  been  in  at  New  Y ork,  till  I  went  to  New 
Haven,  to  live  there  as  tutor  of  the  college  ;  having  one 
fpecial  feafon  of  uncommon  fweetnefs,  particularly  once 
at  Bolton,  in  a  journey  from  Bofton,  walking  out  alone 
in  the  fields.  After  I  went  to  New  Haven  I  funk  in  re¬ 
ligion,  my  mind  being  diverted  from  my  eager  and  vio¬ 
ls  it  purfuits  after  holmefs,  by  fome  affairs  that  greatly 
perplexed  and  diftradted  my  mind, 

44  In  September  1.725,  was  taken  ill  at  New  Haven, 
and  endeavouring  to  go  home  to  Windfor,  was  fo  ill  at 
t.ie  North  Village,  that  I  could  go  no  further  ;  where  I 
lay  fick  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  year.  And,  in  this  fick- 
•nefs,  God  was  pleafed  to  vifit  me  again  with  the  fweet 
influences  of  his  Spirit.  My  mind  was  greatly  engaged 
there  on  divine,  pleafant  contemplations,  and  longings 
of  foul.  I  obferved,  that  thole  who  watched  with  me 
would  often  be  looking  out  for  the  morning,  and  feenied 
to  willi  for  it  ;  which  brought  to  mv  mind  thofe  words 
•  -v-  v  *  .  -  .  •  -  '  of 
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of  the  Pfalmift,  which  my  foul  with  lweetnefs  made  its 
own  language,  ‘  My  foul  waiteth  for  the  Lord,  more  than 
4  they  that  watch  for  the  morning,  I  fay,  more  than  they 
*  that  watch  for  the  morning.’  And  when  the  light  of 
the  morning  came,  and  the  beams  of  the  fun  came  in  at 
the  windows,  it  refrefhed  my  foul  from  one  morning  to 
another:  it  leemed  to  me  to  be  fome  image  of  the  fweet 
light  of  God’s  glory. 

“  I  remember,  about  that  time,  I  ufed  greatly  to  long 
for  the  converfion  of  fome  that  I  was  concerned  with.  It 
leemed  to  me  I  could  gladly  honour  them,  and  with  de¬ 
light  be  a  fervant  to  them,  and  lie  at  their  feet,  if  they 
were  but  truly  holy. 

“  But  iome  time  after  this,  ]  was  again  greatly  di¬ 
verted  in  my  mind  with  fome  temporal  concerns,  that  ex¬ 
ceedingly  took  up  my  thoughts,  greatly  to  the  wounding 
of  my  foul ;  and  went  on  through  various  exercifes,  that 
it  would  be  tedious  to  relate  ;  that  gave  me  much  more 
experience  of  my  own  heart  than  ever  I  had  before. 

“  Since  X  came  to  this  towTn,*  I  have  often  had  fweet, 
complacency  in  God,  in  views  of  his  glorious  perfections, 
and  the  excellency  of  Jefus  ChrifL  God  has  appeared  to 
me,  a  glorious  and  lovely  being,  chiefly  oil  the  account 
of  Ins  holinefs.  The  hoiinefs  of  God  has  always  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  the  me  ft  lovely  of  all  his  attributes.  The 
doCtrines  of  God’s  abfolute  fovereignty  and  free  grace,  in 
fliewing  mercy  to  whom  he  ivould  fhevv  mercy,  and  mail’s 
ablolute  dependence  on  the  operations  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit,  have  very  often  appeared  to  me  as  fweet  and  glo¬ 
rious  doCtrines.  Thefe  doCtrines  have  been  much  my 
delight :  God’s  fovereignty  has  ever  appeared  to  me  as 
great  part  of  his  glory  ;  it  has  often  been  fweet  to  me  to 
go  to  God,  and  adore  him  as  a  fovereign  God,  and  afk 
fovereign  mercy  of  him. 

I  have  loved  the  doCtrines  of  the  gofpel ;  they  have 
peen  to  my  foul  like  green  paftures :  the  gofpel  has  leemed 
to  me  to  be  the  richeft  treafure  ;  the  treafure  that  I  have 
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mofl  defired,  and  longed  that  it  might  dwell  richly  in  me. 
The  way  of  falvation  by  Chrift  has  appeared  in  a  general 
way,  glorious  and  excellent,  and  moll  pleafant  and  moil 
beautiful.  It  has  often  feemed  to  me  that  it  would,  in  a 
great  meafure,  fpoil  heaven,  to  receive  it  in  any  other 
way.  That  text  has  often  been  affefting  and  delightful 
to  me,  [Ifa.  xxxii.  2.]  ‘A  man  fhall  be  an  hiding  place 
4  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempeft,’  See. 

44  It  has  often  appeared  fweet  to  me  to  be  united  to 
Chrift  ;  to  have  him  for  my  head,  and  to  be  a  member 
of  his  body  ;  and  alfo  to  have  Chrift  for  my  teacher  and 
prophet.  I  very  often  think,  with  fweetnefs  and  long¬ 
ings,  and  pantings  of  foul,  of  being  a  little  child,  taking 
hold  of  Chrift,  to  be  led  by  him  through  the  wildernefs 
of  tills  world.  That  text,  Matt,  xviii.  at  the  beginning, 
has  often  been  fweet  to  me,  4  Except  ye  be  converted,  and 
4  become  as  little  children/  &c.  I  love  to  think  of  com¬ 
ing  to  Chrift  to  receive  falvation  of  him,  poor  in  fpirit, 
and  quite  empty  of  felf ;  humbly  exalting  him  alone  ; 
cut  entirely  off  from  my  own  root,  and  to  grow  into, 
and  out  of  Chrift  :  to  have  God  in  Chrift  to  be  all  in  ail  ; 
and  to  live  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  a  life  of  humble, 
unfeigned  confidence  in  him.  That  feripture  has  often 
been  fweet  to  me,  [Pfal.  cxv.  1.]  4  Not  unto  us,  Q  Lord, 
4  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory,  for  thy 
4  mercy,  and  for  thy  truth’s  fake.’  And  thofe  words  of 
Chrift,  [Luke  x.  21.]  4  In  that  hour  Jefus  rejoiced  in  fpi- 
4  rit,  and  laid,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven 
4  and  earth,  that  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife 
4  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes  :  even 
4  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight.’  That 
fovereignty  of  God  that  Chrift  rejoiced  in,  feemed  to  me 
to  be  worthy  to  be  rejoiced  in  ;  and  that  rejoicing  of 
Chrift  feemed  to  me  to  fhew  the  excellency  of  Chrift,  and 
the  fpirit  that  he  was  of. 

44  The  fweeteft  joys  and  delights  I  have  experienced, 
have  not  been  thofe  that  have  arifen  from  a  hope  of  my 
own  good  eftate,  but  in  a  direT  view  of  the  glorious 

things  of  the  gofpel.  When  I  enjoy  this  fweetnefs,  it 
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feems  to  carry  me  above  the  thoughts  of  my  own  fafe 
eftate  :  it  feems  at  fuch  times  a  lois  that  I  cannot  bear 
to  take  off  my  eye  from  the  glorious,  pleafant  objedl  I  be¬ 
hold  without  me,  to  turn  my  eye  in  upon  myfelf,  and  my 
own  good  eftate.” 

Such  remarks  abound  in  the  writings  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  divines  ;  and  we  have  no  right  to  deny  what  they 
albert  upon  their  own  experience.  But  when  this  attainment 
is  made  the  teft  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  criterion  of  true 
grace,  we  muff  oppofe  it.  It  is  4  the  love  of  God  fhed 
4  abroad  in  our  hearts’  that  mull  enkindle  our  firft  affec¬ 
tions  to  him.  And  the  moil  dear  and  affectionate  apoftle 
afTerts,  that  6  We  love  him  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us/ 
[I.  John  iv,  19.] 

“  My  heart  has  been  much  on  the  advancement  of 
Chrift’s  kingdom  in  the  world  ;  the  hiftories  of  the  paft 
advancement  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  have  been  fweet  to  me 
When  I  have  read  hiftories  of  paft  ages,  the  pleafanteffc 
thing  in  all  my  reading  has  been,  to  read  of  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift  being  promoted  :  and  when  I  have  expelled  in 
my  reading  to  come  to  any  fuch  thing,  I  have  lotted  upon 
it  all  the  way  as  I  read  ;  and  my  mind  has  been  much  en¬ 
tertained  and  delighted  with  the  fcripture  pronhfes  and 
prophecies  of  the  future  glorious  advancement  of  Chrift’s 
kingdom  on  earth. 

“  I  have  fometimes  had  a  fenfe  of  the  excellent  ful- 
nefs  of  Chrift,  and  his  meetnefs  and  fuitablenefs  as  a 
Saviour,  whereby  he  has  appeared  to  me,  far  above  all, 
the  chief  of  ten  thoufands  :  and  his  blood  and  atonement 
has  appeared  fweet,  and  his  righteoufnefs  fweet ;  which  is 
always  accompanied  with  an  ardency  of  fpirit,  and  inward 
ftrugglings,  and  breathings,  and  groanings,  that  cannot 
be  uttered,  to  be  emptied  of  myfelf,  and  fwallowed  up  in 
Chrift. 

“  Once,  as  I  rode  out  into  the  woods  for  my  health, 
Anno  1737,  and  having  lighted  from  my  liorfe  ip  a  re¬ 
tired  place,  as  my  manner  commonly  has  been,  to  walk 
for  divine  contemplation  and  prayer,  I  had  a  view,  that 
for  me  was  extraordinary,  of  the  glory  of  the  Son  of 
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Ood,  as  mediator  between  God  and  man  ;  and  his  won- 

trful,  great,  full,  pure,  and  fweet  grace  and  love,  and 
meek  and  gentle  condefcenfion.  This  grace,  that  ap- 
peared  to  me  fo  calm  and  fweet,  appeared  great  above  the 
heavens  :  the  perfon  of  Chrift  appeared  ineffably  excel¬ 
lent,  with  an  excellency  great  enough  to  fwallow  up  all 
thought  and  conception,  which  continued,  as  near  as  I 
can  judge,  about  an  hour,  which  kept  me  the  bigger  part 
of  the  time  in  a  food  of  tears,  and  weeping  aloud.  1  felt 
withal  an  ardency  of  foul  to  be,  what  I  know  not  other- 
wiie  how  to  exprefs,  than  to  be  emptied  and  annihilated, 
to  he  iii  the  dull,  and  to  be  full  of  Chrift  alone  ;  to  love 
him  with  a  holy  and  pure  love  ;  to  truft  in  him  ;  to  live 
upon  him  ;  to  ferve  and  follow  him  ;  and  to  be  totally 
wrapt  up  in  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift  ;  and  to  be  perfectly 
fandtified  and  made  pure,  with  a  divine  and  heavenly  pu¬ 
rity.  I  have  leveral  other  times  had  views  very  much  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  that  have  had  the  fame  effe&s. 

“  I  have  many  times  had  a  fenfe  of  the  glory  of  the 
tlnra  perfon  m  tne  I  rinity,  in  his  office  of  Sandlifier,  in 
his  holy  operations  communicating  divine  light  and  life 
to  the  foul.  God,  in  the  communications  of  his  Holv 
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bp n  it,  nas  appeared  as  an  infinite  fountain  of  divine  glory 
anci  fweetneis  ;  being  full  and  fufficient  to  fill  and  fatisfy 
tne  foul  ;  pouring  forth  itfelf  in  fweet  communications, 
nke  the  run  in  its  glory,  fweetly  and  pleafantly  diffufing 
light  and  life. 

“  I  have  fometimes  had  an  affecting  fenfe  of  the  ex¬ 
cellency  or  the  word  of  God,  as  a  word  of  life  ;  as  the 
light  of  life;  a  fweet,  excellent,  life-giving  word  ;  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  thi  riling  after  that  word,  that  it  might 
dwell  richly  in  my  heart. 

“  I  have  often,  iince  I  lived  in  this  town,  had  very 
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affecling  views  of  my  own  ftnfulnefs  and  vilenefs  ;  very 
frequently  fo  as  to  hold  me  in  a  kind  of  loud  weeping, 
fo  me  times,  for  a  confiderable  time  together  ;  fo  that  I  have 
often  been  forced  to  fhut  myfelf  up.  1  have  had  a  vait.lv 
greater  fenfe  of  my  own  wickedneis,  and  the  badnefs  of 
my  heart,  fince  my  convcrfion,  than  ever  I  had  before. 
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It  has  often  appeared  to  me,  that  if  God  fhould  mark 
iniquity  againft  me,  I  fhould  appear  the  very  worfl  of  all 
mankind,  of  ail  that  have  been  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  this  time  ;  and  that  I  fhould  have  by  far  the 
lowefl  place  in  hell. 

“  And  vet  I  am  not  in  the  leaf!  inclined  to  think,  that 
I  have  a  greater  conviftion  of  fin  than  ordinary  :  I  know 
certainly,  that  I  have  very  little  fenfe  of  my  finfulnefs  ; 
that  my  fins  appear  to  me  fo  great,  don’t  feem  to  me  to 
be,  becaufe  I  have  fo  much  more  conviftion  of  fin  than 
other  Chriftians,  but  becaufe  I  am  fo  much  worfe,  and 
have  fo  much  more  wickednefs  to  be  convinced  of. 

“  I  have  greatly  longed  of  late  for  a  broken  heart,  and 
to  lie  low  before  God.  And  when  I  afk  for  humility  of 
God,  I  can’t  bear  the  thoughts  of  being  no  more  humble 
than  other  Cnriflians.  It  feems  to  me,  that  though  their 
degrees  of  humility  may  be  fuitable  for  them,  yet  it  would 
be  a  vile  felf-exaltation  in  me,  not  to  be  the  lowefl  in 
humility  of  an  mankind.  Others  fpeak  of  their  longinc 
to  be  humbled’ to  the  dull  :  though  that  may  be  a  proper 
expreffion  for  them,  I  always  think  for  rnyfelf,  that  I 
ought  to  be  humbled  down  below  hell.  It  is  an  expref¬ 
fion  that  it  has  long  been  natural  for  me  to  ufe  in  prayer 
to  God.  I  ought  to  lie  infinitely  low  before  God.” 

On  this  f abject  Aar.  Edwards  feems  to  delight  m  hv- 
perbolies  ;  and  may  teach  us  this  remark,  that  true  grace 
is  exceedingly  humbling.  It  taught  the  great  apoflle  to 
efleem  himfelf  the  ‘  chief  of  Aimers,’  and  ‘  lefs  than  the 
leafl  of  all  faints. ’  It  is  pofiible,  however,  to  ufe  extra¬ 
vagant  expreffions  on  any  fubjeft,  and  “  to  be  humbled 
below  hell,  or  infinitely  low,”  may  be  thought fuch. 
Ehe  numble  and  amiable  Dr.  Watts  defined  humility  to 
confift  in  a  man’s  having  “  a  juft  opinion  of  himfelf,” 
not  a  degrading  one.  We  are  all  fo  much  indebted  to 
dnine  mercy,  that  there  feems  little  danger  of  hyperbo- 
lics  on  that  fubjeft  ;  thtre  is  no  occafion  however  to  fink 
our  language  below'  the  poftibility  of  a  meaning. 

I  have  vaftiy  a  greater  fenfe  of  my  univerfal  exceed¬ 
ing  dependence  on  God’s  grace  arid  ftrength,  *  and  "  mere 
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good  pleafure,  of  late,  than  I  ufed  formerly  to  have  - 
and  have  experienced  more  of  an  abhorrence  of  my  own 
righteoufnefs.  The  thought  of  any  comfort  or  joy  ari¬ 
sing  in  me,  on  any  confideration,  or  reflection  on  my 
own  amiablenefs,  or  any  of  my  performances  or  expe¬ 
riences,  or  any  goodnefs  of  heart  or  life,  is  naufeous  and 
deteftable  to  me  :  and  yet  I  am  greatly  affli&ed  with  a 
proud  and  felf- righteous  fpirit,  much  more  fenfibly  than 
I  ufed  to  be  formerly  :  I  fee  that  ferpent  riling  and  put¬ 
ting  forth  its  head  continually,  everywhere,  all  around 
me. 

“  Though  it  feems  to  me,  that  in  fome  reipe&s,  I  was 
a  far  better  Chriftian  for  two  or  three  years  after  my  fir  lb 
co nver lion  than  I  am  now,  and  lived  in  a  more  conftant 
delight  and  pleafure  ;  yet  of  late  years  I  have  had  a  more 
full  and  conftant  fenfe  of  the  abfolute  fovercigntv  of  God, 
and  a  delight  in  that  lovereignty  ;  and  have  had  more  of 
a  fenfe  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  as  a  mediator,  as  revealed 
in  the  gofpeh  On  one  Saturday  night,  in  particular, 
had  a  peculiar  difcovery  of  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  above  all  other  do&rines,  fo  that  I  could  not  but 
fay  to  myfelf,  6  This  is  my  chofen  light,  my  chofen  doc- 
4  trine  and  of  Chrift,  *  This  is  my  chofen  prophet/ 

. Another  Saturday  might  ....  had  fuch  a 

fenfe  how  fweet  and  blefted  a  thing  it  was,  to  wralk  in 
the  way  of  duty,  that  it  caufed  me  to  cry  out,  4  How 
4  happy  are  they  which  do  that  which  is  right  in  the 
4  fight  of  God  !  They  are  blefted  indeed,  they  are  the 
4  happy  ones  !’  I  had  at  the  fame  time,  a  very  afFe fling 
fenfe,  how  meet  and  fuitable  it  was  that  God  fhould  go¬ 
vern  the  world,  and  order  all  things  according  to  his  own 
pleafure  ;  and  I  rejoiced  in  it,  that  God  reigned,  and 
that  his  will  was  done/' 

Thus  clofes  the  extraordinary  experience  of  our  Au¬ 
thor,  and  by  way  of  caution  to  lincere  but  inferior 
Chriftians,  wre  beg  it  be  confidered  that  it  was  extraordi¬ 
nary  ;  that  few  Chriftians  have  arrived  to  equal  attain¬ 
ments  in  the  divine  life,  particularly  as  to  a  fettled  ac- 
quicfcence  in  the  divine  will,  and  £  devotednefs  of  heart 

to 


to  the  Redeemer.  But  let  us  not  confider  his,  or  any 
man’s  experience,  as  an  abfolute  criterion  to  try  the  fafetv 
of  our  {late,  or  the  truth  of  our  converfion.  The  word 
ot  God  is  our  rule,  and  the  only  one  on  which  we  can 
rely  with  certainty.  There  are  as  many  degrees  of  growth 
in  grace,  as  in  nature  ;  the  beloved  apoftle  wrote  to  chil-t 
dren,  young  men,  and  fathers  in  Chrifl.  And  there  is  no 
lefs  variety  in  the  manner  of  the  Holy  Spirit’s  operation, 
4  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth,’  faith  our  divine 
teacher,  [John  iii.  8.]  4  and  thou  hearefl  the  found 
4  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whi- 
4  ther  it  goeth:  fo  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit.5 
So  free,  fo  fovereign,  fo  multiform  and  incomprehenfible, 
are  the  operations  of  divine  grace  ;  but  this  remark  is  not 
intended  to  induce  any  to  reft  fatisfied  in  their  prefent  at¬ 
tainments.  It  is  not  only  the  duty,  but  one  of  the  beft 
criteria ,  of  a  true  chriftian,  4  to  go  on  unto  perfection.* 
[Heb.  vi.  i.] 

We  {hall  detain  the  reader  with  only  one  other  remark 
on  the  preceding  narrative,  viz.  That  the  fubjeCl  of  the 
fubfcquent  work  [the  Hiftory  of  Redemption]  was  long 
one  of  our  author’s  moft  favorite  topics  of  reflection, 
44  When  I  have  read,”  faith  he,  44  hiftories  of  paft  ages, 
the  pieafanteft  thing  in  all  my  reading  has  been,  to  read 
of  the  kingdom  of  Chnft  being  promoted.  ....  and 
my  mind  has  been  much  entertained  and  delighted  with 
the  fcripture  promifes  and  prophecies  of  the  future  glo¬ 
rious  advancement  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  on  earth.”  And, 
what  is  very  obferveable,  he  even  objeCted  at  ftrft  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  preftdentfhip  of  New  Jerfey  College  for  this 
among  other  reafons — 44  I  have  had  on  my  mind  and 
heart,  which  I  long  ago  began,  not  with  any  view  to  pub¬ 
lication,  a  great  work,  which  I  call  a  Uifiory  of  the  Work 
of  Redemption,”  &c.  '  [See  his  letter  to  the  truftees  of 
the  above  college,  dated  OCl.  19,  1757,  In  the  life  pre¬ 
fixed  to  his  fermons,  p,  95.]  which  circumftance  is  alfo 
remarked  in  a  letter  of  his  fon,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Ed¬ 
wards,  of-  New  Haven,  Feb.  25,  1773. 
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We  Hi  all  clofe  our  account  of  Prefident  Edwards  with* 
the  following  particulars  of  his  habit  of  life,  and  cha¬ 
racter  : 

fl  hough  he  was  of  a  tender  and  dehcate  conflitution, 
"yet  few  ftudents  were  capable  of  more  dole  application 
tnan  he  Was.  lie  commonly  fpent  thirteen  hours  every 
day  in  his  ftudy.  His  moll  ulual  diverlions  in  the  fum- 
mer  were  riding  on  horfeback  and  walking  ;  he  would 
commonly,  unlefs  diverted  by  company,  ride  two  or  three 
miles  after  dinner  to  fome  lonely  grove,  where  he  would 
difmount  and  walk  a  while.  At  which  times  he  generally 
carried  his  pen  and  ink  with  him,  to  note  any  thought 
that  Ihould  be  fuggefled,  which  lie  chofe  to  retain  and 
puriue.  In  the  winter  he  was  wont,  almoft  daily,  to  take 
an  axe  and  chop  wood  moderately  for  the  fpace  of  half 
an  hour  or  more.  He  had  an  uncommon  thirft  for  know¬ 
ledge,  in  the  purluit  of  which  he  Ipared  neither  coll:  nor 
pains.  He  read  all  the  books,  elpecially  books  of  divi¬ 
nity,  that  he  could  come  at,  from  which  he  could  hope 
to  get  any  help  in  his  purluit  of  knowledge.  And,  in 
this,  he  confined  not  himfelf  to  authors  of  any  particu¬ 
lar  fed  or  denomination  ;  but  took  much  pains  to  come 
at  the  books  of  the  mofl  celebrated  writers,  whofe  fcheme 
of  divinity  was  mofl  contrary  to  his  own  principles  :  but 
lie  fludied  the  Bible  more  than  all  other  books,  and  more 
than  mofl  other  divines  do.  His  uncommon  acquaintance 
with  it  appears  in  his  fermons,  and  in  mofl  of  his  publi¬ 
cations  :  and  his  great  pains  in  fludying  it  are  manlfeft 
in  his  manufcript  notes  upon  it.  He  Was  thought  by 
fome,  who  had  but  a  flight  acquaintance  with  him,  to  be 
iliff  and  unfociable  ;  but  this  was  owing  to  want  of  better 
acquaintance.  He  was  not  a  man  of  many  words  indeed, 
and  was  fomewhat  referred  among  ft  rangers  ;  but  among 
fuch  whofe  candour  and  fricndftiip  he  had  experienced,  he 
threw  off  the  referve,  and  was  mofl  open  and  free  ;  and 
remarkably  patient  of  contradiction,  He  was  not  ufed 
to  fpend  bis  time  in  fcandal,  evil  lpeaking,  and  backbiting, 
or  in  foolilh  jefting  and  idle  chat ;  but  his  mouth  was 
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that  of  the  juft,  which  bringeth  forth  wifdom,  and  his 
lips  diiperfed  knowledge  ;  fo  that  none  of  his  friends 
could  enjoy  his  company  without  inftru£lion  and  profit, 
tmlefs  it  was  by  their  own  fault  ;  he  kept  himfelf  quite 
free  from  worldly  cares  ;  and  left  the  direction  of  the 
temporal  concerns  of  his  family  almoft  entirely  to  Mrs. 
Edwards  ;  who  was  better  able  than  moft  of  her  fex,  t$ 
take  the  whole  care  of  them  on  her  hands. 

Thus  ornamental  to  the  chriftian  name  and  charafter 
lived  the  excellent  fubjeft  of  thefe  memoirs  ;  and  his 
death  perfectly  harmonized  with  the  tenor  of  his  life  : 

Never  did  any  mortal  man,”  lays  his  phyfician,  in  a 
letter  to  Mrs.  Edwards,  “  more  fully  and  clearly  evidence 
the  ftncerity  of  his  profeflion,  by  one  continued,  univer- 
fal,  calm,  cheerful  relignation,  and  patient  fubmiftion,  to 
the  divine  will,  through  every  ftage  of  his  difeafe,  than 
he  :  not  fo  much  as  one  difcontented  expreftion,  nor  the 
Jcaft  appearance  of  murmuring  through  the  whole.” 

Prefident  Edwards  left  the  following  works,  befidcs 
i undry  MSS.  yet  unpublifhed,  which  will  doubtlefs  per¬ 
petuate  his  memory  to  remote  ages  of  the  church. 

E  A  Narrative  of  the  lurprifing  Work  of  God  in  the 
Converfion  of  leveral  hundred  Souls  in  Northampton, 
New  England.  1737. 

II.  Five  Sermons — on  Jollification  by  Faith  alone: 

< — Prefling  into  the  Kingdom  of  God — Ruth’s  Refolu- 
tion — I  he  Juftice  of  God  in  the  Damnation  of  Sinners 
— and  the  Excellency  of  Jefus  Chrift. -1738 

HI.  Thoughts  on  the  Revival  of  Religion  in  New 
England.  1742. 

IV.  A  Treatife  on  religious  AfFeflion.  1746. 

V.  An  Attempt  to  promote  the  Union  of  God’s 
People  in  extraordinary  Prayer  for  the  Revival  of  Reli¬ 
gion.  1747, 

VI.  The  Life  of  Mr.  David  Brainerd,  Miff  an  ary, 

1  749- 

V]!.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Qualification  for  full  Com-, 
munion,  &c,  1749, 
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VIII.  A  Reply  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  William’s  Anfwer  to 
this  Enquiry.  1752 .  * 

IX.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Freedom  of  the  Will.  1754. 

X.  A  Number  of  fingle  Sermons,  on  various  Sub¬ 
jects  and  different  Occafions. 

XI.  1  he  Chriftian  DoCtrine  of  original  Sin.  1758. 

N.  B.  I  his  was  in  the  prefs  when  he  died;  the  fol¬ 
lowing  works  were  pofthumous. 

XII.  A  Hiftory  of  Redemption.  [The  fubfequent 
work]  1774. 

XIII.  His  Life  and  eighteen  Sermons,  f  785. 
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O  F  T  H  E 

HISTORY  of  REDEMPTION. 

.  .  c— aaajBBaaBa— i - - 

GENERAL  INTRODUCTION* 

Text  [Ifa.  li.  8.]  explained. 

Obferve,  i.  How  fhort  the  profperity  of  the  church’s 

enemies. 

2.  The  happy  and  eternal  portion  of  God’s 
people. 

Doctrine.  The  work  of  Redemption  is  a  work  which 
God  carries  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world . 

Premife,  i.  An  explanation  of  the  terms. 

2.  God’s  defigns  in  this  work,  were 
To  triumph  over  his  enemies; 

To  reftore  the  ruins  of  the  fall; 

To  gather  all  the  eledt  in  Chrift ; 

To  complete  their  happinefs; 

To  glorify  the  bleffed  Trinity. 

The  fubjcft  divided  into  three  Periods. 


PERIOD  I. 

From  the  Fall  to  the  Incarnation. 

§  1.  From  the  Fall  to  the  Flood. 

1.  Chrift  began  his  office  immediately  on  the  fall® 

2.  T.  he  firft  promife. 

3.  The  origin  of  facrifices. 

4.  Salvation  of  Abel. 

5.  Revival  of  religion. 

6.  Holy  life  of  Enoch. 

7.  His  prophecy. 

8.  H  is  tranflation. 

9>  Preservation  of  religion  in  Noah’s  family. 
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§  II.  From  the  Flood  to  the  Call  of  Abraham. 

1 .  I  he  b  lood. 

2.  Noah’s  prefervation  in  the  ark. 

3.  New  grant  to  Noah. 

4.  Renewal  of  the  covenant  with  him* 

5.  Deftru&ion  of  Babel. 

6.  The  confequent  difperfion. 

§  III.  From  the  Call  of  Abraham  to  Moses. 

1.  I  he  Call  of  Abraha  m. 

2.  I  arther  difcovery  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

3.  Prefervation  of  the  ancient  Patriarchs. 

4.  Deftrudtion  of  Sodom. 

3.  Covenant  renewed  with  Ifaac  and  Jacob, 

6.  Hiftory  of  Jofeph. 

7,  Jacob’s  prophecy. 

§  IV.  from  Moses  to  David. 

1.  Ilrael’s  redemption  from  Egypt. 

:  2.  Other  nations  given  up  to  heathenifm. 

3.  The  law  given  at  Sinai. 

4.  The  JewiTh .typical  law. 

5.  The  Pentateuch  written  by  Mofes. 

6.  Ifrael’s  pafTage  through  the  wildernefs,  typical. 

7.  Human  life  fhortened. 

8.  Miracles  in  the  wildernefs. 

9.  Prophecies  of  Balaam  and  Mofes. 

10.  God’s  Spirit  poured  out  on  the  riling  generation* 
1  1.  Ifrael  brought  into  Canaan. 

12.  The  tabernacle  .pitched  at  Shiloh. 

13.  The  land  prefer ved  while  Ifrael  went  up  to 
^  Jerufalem. 

14.  Ifrael  prefer  ved  during  their-frequent  apoftafies. 

15.  I  heir  repeated  deliverances  from  captivity. 

16.  1  he  appearances  of  Chrift  under  the  Old  Telfa-^ 

qient® 

1 7.  T  he  fchoo!  of  the  prophets  inftituted  by  Samuel* 
§  V.  from  David  to  the  Babylonifh  Captivity. 

j,  David  anointed. 

2.  His  life  wonderfully  prefer  ved. 

3.  Samuel’s  writings. 

4.  David’s  infpiratioh. 

5.  David  crowned. 

6.  jerufalem  cholen  by  God;  '  * 

7.  God’s  covenant  renewed  with  David. 

8.  Ifrael  fir  ft  poiTels  the  whole  promifed  land. 

. ...  -  9,  Jewifft 
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9.  Jewifh  worfhip  perfected. 

10.  Writings  of  Nathan  and  Gad. 

11.  Kingdom  of  Judah  preferved  in  David’s  family. 

12.  1  he  building  of  Solomon’s  temple.  -  j 

The  Jewihi  church  at  its  higheffc  glory  in  his  1 

;  time. 

14.  God’s  work  carried  on  during  the  fubiecjuent  i 

decline. 

Ohferve ,  this  prepared  the  way  for  Chrih’s  coming. 

15.  I  he  canon  of  Scripture  enlarged. 

16.  1  he  church  kept  in  times  of  general  apoffafv.  jj 

The  book  of  the  law  wonderfully  preferved. 

18.  The  Tribe  of  Judah  preferved.  || 

19.  A  fucceffion  of  Prophets  from  Samuel.  ) 

§  VI.  f  rom  the  Babylonifh  Captivity  to  the  Incarna-  | 

TION. 

Prcmife ,  (1.)  This  period  more  the  iubjed!  of  Prophecy 

than  Pliftory.  J 

(2.)  Full  of  remarkable  revolutions. 

(3.)  The  church  preferved  in  the  midft  of  them 
all. 

».  Flic  captivity  m  Babylon — its  ufe  to  the  Jews*  I'1 

2.  Additions  to  the  canon  of  Scripture. 

3.  Babylon  deflroyed  by  Cyrus. 

4.  The  Jews  return.  > 

5*  }  Jie  prophecies  of  Haggai  and  Zaehariah.  j 

6.  I  he  Spirit  of  God  remarkably  with  Ezra. 

7.  The  book  of  Ezra  written. 

8.  'The  canon  of  Scripture  compiled. 

9.  The  public  reading  of  the  law. 

10.  Ehe  Jews  preferved  from  Hainan’s  cruelty.  f 

1 1*  T-  he  books  of  Nehemiah  and  Effher  written*  [I 

12.  Malachi’s  prophecy. 

13.  The  Spirit  of  Prophecy  ceafed. 

14.  Ihe  Perfian  Empire  deflroyed. 

J 5*  Ihe  Septuagint  tranflation. 

J  he  church  preferved  during  the  Greek  Em-  ■ 

pile. 

17.  1  he  eredlion  of  the  Roman  Empire.  I 

18.  Eearning  and  philofophy  at  their  height.  1 

19.  Roman1  Empire  in  peace  and  glory. 

Improvement,  i.  Jefus  the  true  Mefliah. 

2.  i  he  Old  Teffament  infpired.  I 

3.  An  objedfion  anfwered. 
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4*  God  s  wiidom  difplayed  hi  divine  re** 
velation. 

5*  Chrift  the  grand  fubjedl  of  the  Bible* 
6*  1  he  ufefulnefs  of  the  Old  Teftament. 
7-  Folly  of  negledling  the  Bible. 

8*  Grandeur  of  Chrift’s  charadler  and 
million. 


PERIOD  II. 

From  Christ  s  Incarnation  to  his  Resurrection* 

§  I.  The  Incarnation — why  neceflary. 

1.  Included  Chrift’s  conception  and  birth. 

2.  Accomplifhed  in  the  fulnefs  of  time. 

3.  The  greatnefs  of  this  event. 

4.  Poverty  of  Chrift. 

5.  Several  concomitants  of  this  event  ;  a*s 

The  return  of  God’s  Spirit; 

Notice  taken  of  the  Incarnation  both  in  heaven 
and  earth ; 

Ci  rcumcifion  of  Chrift  ; 

Chrift’s  appearance  in  the  fecond  temple  ; 

The  feeptre’s  departing  from  Judah. 

|  II.  The  Purchase  of  Redemption. 

1.  The  term  explained. 

2.  General  Obfervations  ;  viz. 

(1.)  ChrifPs  fatisfadtion  conftfted  in  his  bufferings, 
(2.)  During  the  whole  of  his  humiliation. 

(3,)  By  the  fame  things  Chrift:  fatisfted  for  fin, 
and  purchafed  eternal  happinefs. 

3.  Confider  Chrift’s  obedience,  as  to 

(1.)  The  laws  he  obeyed — as  a  Man,  a  Jew,  and 
as  a  Mediator. 

N.  B .  Obferve  the  excellency  of  this  obedience. 

(2.)  The  different  periods  of  his  obedience  ; 

In  his  private  life  ; 

In  his  public  miniftry  ;  concerning  which, 
Obferve ,  Chrift’s  forerunner  ; 

His  baptifm  ; 

His  public  works;  preaching,  working  mira¬ 
cles,  and  calling  his  difcipleag 
His  miniftrv  finiftied,  by  counfelling  his  dif- 
difciples,  inftituting  his  fupper,  and  offering 
himfelf  a  facrifice. 
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(3.)  The  virtues  he  exercifed  ;  with  refpe^j:  to 
God,  himfelf,  and  other  men. 

4.  Confider  Chrift’s  fufFerings  : 

(1.)  In  his  infancy ; 

(2.)  -  private  life; 

(3.)  -  public  miniftry ; 

(4.)  - -  death. 

Improvement,  i.  Reproof, 

Of  unbelief ; 

Self  righteoufnefs ; 

Negledl  of  falvatiori. 

2.  Encouragement ; 

Completenefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  ; 
Chrift  rejedts  none  who  come  to  him* 
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PERIOD  III. 

Introduction,  i.  The  times  of  this  period  called  the  lat¬ 
ter  days. 

2.  - - - « — * -  end 

of  the  world. 

3.  — - * - — -  defcribed  as  a 

creation  of  a  new  heaven  arid  eath® 

4.  - called  the  king¬ 

dom  of  God. 

Obferve ,  God’s  defign  to  exhibit  his  wifdom  and  vidtories 
over  Satan. 

§  I.  Thofe  things  whereby  Christ  was  capacitated 
for  this  work. 

1.  H  is  refurredtion. 

2.  His  afcenfion. 

§  II.  Dispensation  of  Providence,  by  which  the 
means  of  the  fuccCfs  of  it  were  eftablifhed,  viz* 
1*  The  end  of  the  Jewifh  difpenfation. 

2.  The  Chriltian  Sabbath. 

3.  The  inftitution  of  agofpel  miniftry. 

4.  The  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

5.  The  full  revelation  of  gofpel  truth. 

6.  The  appointment  of  deacons. 

7.  The  million  of  St.  Paul. 

8.  The  inftitution  of  ecclefiaftical  councils. 

Q.  Committing  the  New  Teftament  to  writing. 

§  III.  This  success  carried  on  in  a  suffering  hate, 
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From  ChriJT, s  refurrcfiion  to  the  deJlruSiim  of 
jeruj  alem . 

(i.)  Itsfuccefs  among  the  Jews,  Samaritans,  and 
Gentiles. 


(2.)  Oppofition  made  to  it* 

(3.)  God’s  judgements  on  the  oppofers. 

2,  from  the  defru&ion  of  Jerufalera  to  Conflan- 

(i.)  Oppofrtion  made  by  writing  and  perfection. 
(2.)  buccefs  of  the  gofpel  notwithftanding. 

V3v  Particular  circumftances  of  diftrefs  juft  be¬ 
fore  Conftantine. 

(4*)  Revolution  in  Conftantine’s  time. 

Chriftians  delivered  from  perfection. 
Terrible,  judgements  on  their  enemies. 
Heath enifm  in  a  great  meafure  abolifhed. 
Peace  of  the  church. 


MPROVEMENT, — The  truth  of  Chrijlianity. 

The  gofpel  the  only  means  of  bringing  men  to 
the  knowledge  of  God. 

T.  he  hand  of  God  vifible  in  this  work. 

^So  other  caufe  fufficient  to  account  for  it. 

The  event  agreeable  to  Chrift’s  predi&ions. 

3*  Prom  Conftantine  to  the  rife  of  y. intichmft . 

(1.)  Oppofition  made  by  herelies  and  paganifm. 

(2.)  Succefs  of  the  gofpel  notwithftanding. 

4*  ^  rom  the  rife  of  Antichrift  to  the  reformation* 

( J.)  The  devil’s  oppofition  by  Popery  and  Maho¬ 
metan  ifm. 

(2.)  The  church  wonderfully  preferved. 

Some  nations  late  in  fubmittmg  to  popery. 
Some  in  every  age  oppofed  it, 

Particularly  the  Waldenfes, 

Alfo  VvicklifFe  and  his  difciples. 

,5b  Prom  the  reformation  tot  prefient  time* 

(1.)  The  reformation  itfelf  conftdered. 

(2.)  The  oppofition  made  to  it, 

By  the  Council  of  Trent, 

By  private  confpiracies, 

By  open  wars, 

By  bloody  perfections, 

By  erroneous  opinions. 

(3.)  The  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  lately. 

In  reformation  of  dodlrine  ; 
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In  the  fpread  of  the  gofpel ;  particularly 
in  America,  Mufcovy,  and  the  Eall 
Indies. 

Revivals  of  religion  of  late,  efpecially  in 
Saxony  and  New  England. 

(4.)  The  prefent  Rate  of  religion  ; 

In  fome  refpe&s  better, 

In  others  worfe. 

Jmprqvement. — Evidences  of  Chrifiianity, 

I  rom  the  oppofition  of  wicked  men, 

- . - prefervatiori  of  the  church, 

- - - fulfilment  of  prophecies, 

y  lpirit  of  Chrifiianity. 

^  credibility  of  remaining  prophecies. 

6.  From  the  prefent  time  to  the  fall  of  Antichrifi. 
(1.)  A  dark  time  will  precede  this  event. 

(20  The  fail  of  Antichrifi  will  be  gradual, 
though  fwift, 

(3.)  It  will  be  accomplifhed  by  the  out-pouring 
of  God’s  Spirit. 

(4.)  Great  oppofition  will  be  made. 

(S*)  Thrift  will  obtain  complete  vidlory. 

(6.)  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  be  univerfally  de¬ 
ft  roved. 

(7.)  ihis  event  compared  to  the  day  of  judge¬ 
ment. 

C  IV .  This  Success  carried  on  in  a  prosperous  ftate  for 
the  moil  part. 

I.  Its  p)  of  pen  ty  through  the  greater  p^rt  of  this  pe* 
riod. 

(i«)  I  his  moft  properly  the  kingdom  of  heaver^, 
on  earth. 

( 2?)  This  the  grand  period  for  the  fulfilment  of 

prophecy. 

Cv)  1  be  duration  of  this  period. 

I  he  giand  apoflafy  which  will  immediately  pre¬ 
cede  Chrift’s  coming. 

v  V  .  Completion  of  this  work  in  Glory. 

Premife)  (i.)  How  great  the  fuccefs  of  Chrifi’s  purchafe. 

(2.)  All  preceding  deliverances  preparatory  and 
typical  of  this. 

To  acccmplijh  this  work, 

1.  Chrifi  will  appear  in  the  clouds ; 

2.  The  deadfhallbe  railed; 

G  2, 
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4* 

3* 
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5- 

6. 

7* 

8. 

General  Improvement. 

i.  How  great  the  work  of  redemption  ! 

2*  God  the  Alpha  and  Omega  in  it. 

3.  Chrift  in  all  things  hath  the  pre-eminence. 

4.  7  he  harmony  of  divine  Providence. 

5.  7  he  tiuth  of  the  Scriptures. 

6.  Difplay  of  the  divine  power  and  glory. 

7*  - ■ - - -  wifdom. 

8.  - - — - —  mercy  and  faithfulnd*. 

9.  Happinefs  of  the  church. 

10.  Milery  of  wicked  men. 
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The  faints  fhall  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air ; 

The  righteoufnefs  of  the  church  and  wickednefs 
of  her  enemies  fhall  be  manifeft  ; 

Final  fentence  pafs  on  all  men  ; 

Chriff  and  his  church  afcend  to  glory  ; 

TL  his  world  be  burnt. 

The  church  made  completely  and  eternally 
happy. 
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Isaiah  1L  8. 

FOR  THE  MOTH  SHALL  EAT  THEM  UP  LIKE  A  GAR¬ 
MENT,  AND  THE  WORM  SHALL  EAT  THEM  LIKE 
WOOL  .*  BUT  MY  RIGHTEOUSNESS  SHALL  BE  FOR 
EVER,  AND  MY  SALVATION  FROM  GENERATION  TO 

GENERATION. 

,  \  ' 

T  H  E  defign  of  this  chapter  is  to  comfort  the  church 
under  her  fufferings,  and  the  perfecutions  of  her  enemies; 
and  the  argument  of  confolation  infilled  on,  is,  the 
conftancy  and  perpetuity  of  God's  mercy  and  faithfulnefs, 
which  fin  all  be  manifeft  in  continuing  to  work  falvation ; 
protecting  her  againft  all  affaults  of  her  enemies,  and  car¬ 
rying  her  through  all  the  changes  of  the  world,  and 
finally  crowning  her  with  victory  and  deliverance. 

In  the  text,  this  happinefs  of  the  church  of  God  is 
fet  forth  by  comparing  it  with  the  contrary  fate  of  her 
enemies  that  opprefs  her.  And  therein  we  may  obferve , 
i.  How  fhort-lived  the  power  and  prolperity  of  the 
church’s  enemies  is  :  ‘  The  moth  11a all  eat  them  up  like 
*  a  garment,  and  the  worm  fhall  eat  them  like  wool (a) 

i.  e • 


(a)  The  noth — and  the  worm  Jball  cat  them .  There  is  i 
flight  inaccuracy  in  this  rendering  which  is  worth  correcting,  be- 

cauft 


e.  however  great  their  profperity,  and  however  great 
their  prefent  glory,  they  Ihall  by  degrees  confume  and 
van i Hi  away  by  a  fecret  curfe  of  God,  till  they  come  to 
nothing ;  and  their  power  and  glory,  and  confequentlv 
their  perfections,  eternally  ceafe  ;  and  themfelves  be 
hnaily  and  irrecoverably  ruined  :  as  the  fineft  and  molt 
glorious  apparel  will  in  time  wear  away,  and  be  confumed 
by  moth  and  rottennefs.  We  learn  who  thofe  are  that 
ihall  thus  confume  away,  by  the  foregoing  verfe,  viz. 
thofe  that  are  the  enemies  of  God’s  people:  4  Hearken 
4  unto  me,  ye  that  know  righteoufnefs,  the  people  in 

vvhofe  heart  is  my  law,  fear  ye  not  the '  reproach  of 

MEN’  neither  be  ye  afraid  of  their  revilings. 

ObJ^rvc,  2,  Tiie  contrary  happy  lot  and  portion  of 
God  s  church,  expreifed  in  thefe  words,  4  My  righteouf- 

caufe  it  will  throw  a  farther  beauty  on  the  text.  It  fhould  feem 
that  the  word  gnajhr  rendered  moth,  ftri&ly  fignifies,  not  the 
motb-Hy ,  but  Lie  moth-worn^  or  caterpillar,  and  receives  its  name 
irorn  its  corroding  and  deftroying  the  texture  of  cloth.  [Park hurst 
.uex.  Ileb.  in  Verb:  and  Scott  in  Job.]  44  The  young  moth,** 
or  moth-worm]  fays  the  ingenious  Abbe  Le  Pi.uche,  44  upon 
leaving  the  egg,  which  a  papilio  [or  moth]  has  lodged  upon  a 
piece  ot  hurl  ,  ,  .  .  commodious  for  her  purpole,  finds  a  habitat 
Lon  and  food  ....  it  grows  and  lives  upon  the  nap,  and  likewife 
builds  with  it  its  apartment.  .  .  .  The  whole  is  well  faflened  to  the 
ground  or  the  ft lift  with  feveral  cords  and  a  little  glue.  The  moth 
[worm]  .  .  .  devours  and  demolifhes  all  about  her  ;  .  .  .  and  when 
ihe  has  cleared  the  place  ....  ftie  draws  out  all  the  ftakes  of  this 
tent,  after  which  ihe  carries  it  to  fome  little  diftance,  and  then 
iixes.  h  vv ith  flender  cords  in  a  new  fttuation.  In  this  manner  Die 
continues  to  live  at  our  expence  rill  fhe  is  fatiated  with  her  food, 
vi’~  ^  bich  period  fhe  is  firft  transformed  into  a  nymtl\  and  then 
changed  into  a  papilio,  or  moth ,  [Nature  Difplayed,  vol.  i.  p.  35.] 
Lmd  this  is  \\  hat  is  intended  to  be  exprefted  by  the  latter  word 
[ddJAl  which  is  the  proper  name  of  the  moth  itfelf,  from  its  agi, 
lity.  [So the  LXX  render  it  E^toc,  and  the  Vulgate,  Tinea.  And 
hence  is  derived  and  NDD  tiled  in  the  Greek  and  Syriac  of 
Matt.  vi.  20.]  We  would  read  the  text  thus,  *  The  moth-worm 
frail  eat  them  like  a  garment,  and  the  moth  Ihall  devour  them 
like  wool.’  So  fecret,  rapid,  and  complete  Ihall  be  the  deftnic- 
tion  of  the  church’s  enemies ! 

00  ‘  Reproach  of  mend  Bilhop  Lowth  [in  loc.]  renders  the 
latter  word  [UnDa]  fonaewhat  more  elegantly  and  literally,  44  Re¬ 
proach  of  WRETCHED  man.” 

1  4  neft 
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'*  nc*s  be  tor  ever,  and  my  falvation  from  generation 
4  to  generation.’  Alfo  who  thofe  are  that  fh all  have  the 
benefit  of  this,  by  the  preceding  verfe,  namely,  ‘  They 
that  know  righteoufnefs,  and  the  people  in  whofe  heart 
4  is  God’s  law  f  or,  in  one  word,  the  church  of  God. 
And  concerning  this  their  happinefs  we  may  obferve  two 
things,  wherein  it  confifls,  and  its  continuance. 

(i.j  W  heiein  it  confifls,  viz.  In  God’s  righteoufnefs 
arid  lai\ ation  towards  them.  By  God’s  righteoufnefs 
here,  is  meant  his  faithfulnefs  and  fulfilling  his  covenant 
pro m lies  to  his  church,  or,  his  faithfulnefs  towards  his 
church  and  people,  in  bellowing  the  benefits  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  grace  upon  them  ;  (c)  which  benefits,  though 
they  are  bellowed  of  free  and  fovereign  grace,  and  are. 
altogether  undeferved  ;  yet  as  God  has  been  pleafed,  by 
the  promifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  to  bind  himfelf  to 
bellow  them,  fo  they  are  bellowed  in  the  exercife  of  God’s 
righteoufnefs  or  jullice.  And  therefore  the  apoflle  fays, 

[  eb.  vi.  io.]  4  God  is  not  unrighteous,  to  forget  your 
4  work  and  labour  of  love.’  And  the  Evangelift  [I.  John 
i.  9*]  4  ^  we  confefs  our  fins  he  is  faithful,  and  juft  to 
foigive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanle  us  from  all  unrigh- 
teoulnefs.  So  the  word  righteoufnefs  is  very  often 
ufed  in  fcripture  for  God’s  covenant  faithfulnefs  ;  as  in 
i\chem.  ix.  8.  4  Thou  hall  performed  thy  words,  for 
4  thou  art  righteous.’  So  we  are  often  to  underhand 
righteoufnefs  and  covenant  mercy  for  the  fame,  as  [Pfal. 
xxiv.  5.]  ‘  He  fh  all  receive  the  blefting  from  the  Lord, 

‘  and  righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  his  falvation.’  [Pfal. 
xxxvi.  io.]  4  Continue  thy  loving  kindnefs  to  them  that 
_  know  thee,  and  thy  righteoufnefs  to  the  upright  in  heart.’ 

[ Pfalm  li.  14.  4  Deliver  me  from  blood  guiltinefs,  O  God, 

4  thou  God  of  my  falvation,  and  my  tongue  fhail  fmg 
4  aloud  of  thy  righteoufnefs. *  [Dan.  ix.  16.]  4  O  Lord, 

■  Go<r>  righteoufnefs*  44  The  word  [plV]  righteoufnefs'  is 
uie  in  uc  1  a  great  latitude  of  fignification  .  .  .  that  it  is  not  ealy 
-omenmes  to  give  the  pretife  meaning  of  it ;  ....  it  means' here 
the  faithful  completion  of  God’s  promifes  to  deliver  Iris  people.” 
Siiliop  LoWth,  in  yer.  ~ 

•'  4  according; 
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€  according  to  thy  righteounefs,  I  befeech  tliec,  let  tliihd 
*  anger  and  thy  fury  be  turned  away.’ — And  fo  in  innu¬ 
merable  other  places. 

The  other  word  here  ufed  is  falvation.  Of  thefe, 
God’s  righteoulhefs  and  his  falvation,  the  one  is  the 
caufe,  of  which  the  other  is  the  effeft.  God’s  righteouf- 
nefs,  or  covenant  mercy,  is  the  root,  of  which  nis  falva¬ 
tion  is  the  fruit.  Both  of  them  relate  to  the  covenant  of 
grace.  The  one  is  God’s  covenant  mercy  and  faithful- 
nefs,  the  other  intends  that  work  by  which  this  covenant 
mercy  is  accomplifhed.  For  falvation  is  the  fum  of  all 
thofe  works  of  God,  by  which  the  benefits  of  the  cove-^ 
nant  of  grace  are  procured  and  bellowed. 

(2.)  We  may  obferve  its  continuance,  fignified  here 
by  two  expreffions ;  for  ever,  and  from  generation  to  ge¬ 
neration,  The  latter  feems  to  be  explanatory  of  the 
former.  The  phrafe  for  ever,  is  varioully  ufed  in  fcrip- 
ture.  (d)  Sometimes  thereby  is  meant  as  long  as  a  man 

lives, 

(d)  The  phrafe  for  ever  is  varioufly  ufed  in  fcripture.  The 
meaning  of  this  and  the  like  expreffions  is  lb  intimately  connected 
with  feveral  controverfies,  particularly  the  perpetuity  of  the  law  of 
Mofes,  the  duration  of  future  torments,  and  the  divinity  of  Chrifi, 
that  it  is  of  conliderable  conlequence  to  afcertain  it.  Schind¬ 
ler  us  fays  of  the  original  term  in  Hebrew,  “  JEvum, J'eculum,  cer- 
tum  temporis  fpacium  :  longum  tempus  pneteritum  aut  futurum  : 
tempus,  cujus  duratio  eft  abfcondita  :  duratio  finita  juxta  fubiec- 
tam  materiam,  de  qui  agitur.”  Parkhurst  [Lex.  in  tZ17y} 
vvhofe  words  perfectly  correfpond,  interprets  it  of  44  Time,  hidden 
or  concealed  from  man,  as  well  indefinite  and  eternal,  as  finite  :  as 
well  pall  as  future.  It  feems  to  be  much  more  frequently  ufed 
for  an  indefinite  than  for  an  infinite  time.”  And  even  Mr.  Levi 
explains  it  by  44  Perpetual  ;  everlafling  ;  figuratively ,  a  certain 
number  of  years.”  [Heb.  Difh  in  Czffiy.] 

We  think  the  moll  accurate  method  of  explaining  the  different 
meanings  of  this  phrafe  would  be,  to  reduce  them  10  a  general 
term,  and  none  feems  to  promife  lb  fair,  or  has  been  fo  generally 
applied  to  it,  as  age,  (revurn,  feculum)  which  we  fhall  therefore 
try,  and  apply  to  the  in  fiances  quoted  by  our  author. 

1;  For  evcrr  everl ailing,  and  the  like  terms,  are  fomet;mes  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  age  of  human  life,  as  in  I.  Sam.  xxyiii.  2.  4  And  Achifti 
4  faid  to  David,  I  will  make  thee  keeper  of  mine  head  for  ever  ;* 
i.  e.  as  long  as  I  live.  So  our  author  underftands  Exod.  xxi,  C\ 
as  above  cited  ;  but  many  refer  this  to  the  next  fenfe. 

-  For. 
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lives.  Thus  it  is  faid,  [Exod.  xxi.  6.]  The  fervant  that 
had  his  ear  bored  through  with  an  awl  to  the  door  of 
his  mafter  fhould  ferve  him  for  ever, — Sometimes  thereby 
is  meant  during  the  continuance  of  the  Jewifh  hate. 
So  ot  many  of  the  ceremonial  and  Levitical  laws  it  is  faid, 
that  they  fhould  be  hatutes  for  ever . — Sometimes  it  means 
as  long  as  the  world  fhall  hand,  or  to  the  end  ot  the  ge¬ 
nerations  of  men.  Thus  [Ecclel.  i.  4.]  4  One  generation 
4  palfeth  away  and  another  cometh;  but  the  earth  abideth 


2.  For  ever  means  to  the  year  of  jubilee,  as  Levi  [ut  fupra'j 
and  others,  The  fact  is,  if  no  jubilee  intervened,  the  fervant 
"  hole  ear  was  bored  was  to  ferve  as  long  as  he  iived,  but  the  ju¬ 
bilee  releafed  him.  And  the  term  age  might  be  applied  to  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  jubilee,  which  was  fifty  years,  with  as  much  propriety 
as  to  that  or  a  century.  Scculum  has  been  differently  explained  of 
periods  ot  thirty,  one  hundred,  and  even  a  thoufand  years. 

3-  We  frequently  re  finch  the  term  for  ever  to  the  JevuiJb  age , 
or  difpenfation ,  and  thus  account  for  the  abolition  of  thofe  fiatutes 
which,  as  above  obferved,  were  commanded  to  be  kept  for  ever . 
1  he  tim4e  of  the  Jewifh  difpenfation  may  be  with  as  much  pro¬ 
priety  called  an  age,  as  are  the  periods  of  other  difpenfations  :  — - 
thus  we  lay,  the  Antidiluvian  age,  the  Patriarchal  age,  the  Mil¬ 
lennial  age.  So  the  heathens  divided  the  different  periods  of  the 
world  into  the  Golden  age,  the  Silver  age,  the  Iron  age,  &c. 

4.  The  fame  term  may  be  extended  to  the  period  of  the  Gofpel 
difpenfation,  or  the  Gofpel  age ,  the  laff  which  the  feripture  war¬ 
rants  us.  to  expect,  the  termination  of  which  therefore  will  be 
coeval  with  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and  in  this  view,  it  will  be  the 
.lame  thing  whether  we  refer  the  term  for  ever  to  the  end  of  the 
gofpel  difpenfation,  or  of  the  world,  as  our  author  does. 

$•  The  expreffion  /flr  ever  muff  certainly  be  fometimes  taken  in 
iti  utmoff  extent,  as  reaching  to  eternity,  /.  e»  the  a^e  of  God  and 
fpiritual  beings  ;  and  we  may  obferve,  that  when  the  term  is  re¬ 
peated  (for  ever  and  ever)  it  is  generally  to  be  fo  underftood. 

6.  The  term  for  ever  is  frequently  taken  in  a  figurative  view, 
as  above  hinted,  for  any  long  period,  paft  or  future.  [See  in 
the  Heo.  Ecclef.  i.  10.  —  xii.  4]  Thus  we  ufe  the  term  age 
v.  hen  we  fay,  fuch  a  thing  has  been  an  age  in  doing — -fitch  a  per* 
fon  is  an  age  in  coming — or  fuch  an  event  happened  an  age  ago. 

But  the  mofi  important  thing  is  to  efiablifh  a  criterion  to  deter¬ 
mine  its  full  import  in  any  text  required.  The  remark  of  Schind* 
lerus  above  cited  is  certainly  juft,  namely,  that  tbefybjedl  muft  de¬ 
termine  it ;  may  we  not  venture  then  to  fay,  that  the  terms  for  ever , 
cyei  Lift  mg,  &c.  are  always  to  be  taken  in  the  utmofl  latitude  the  fub - 
jetl  vjill  admit  oft  and  therefore  to  be  extended  to  a  proper  eter* 
nuy,  when  there  is  nothing  decifive  to  forbid  it  ? — [I,  N.] 

El  4  for 


HISTORY  OF  REDEMPTION, 

*  t  •  ♦  i  * 

6 for  ever'  Sometimes  thereby  is  meant  to  all  eternity. 
So  it  is  laid,  4  God  is  bleffed  for  ever,'  [Rom.  i.  25.]  And 
[John  vi.  51.]  4  If  any  man  eat  of  this  bread  he  fhali 
4  live  for  ever.'  Now  which  of  thefe  fenfes  is  here  in¬ 
tended  the  next  word  determines,  4  and  my  falvation 
4  generation  to  generation \  that  is,  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  Indeed  the  fruits  of  God’s  falvation  fhali  remain 
afterwards,  as  appears  by  the  6th  verfe :  4  Lift  up  your 
4  eyes  to  the  heavens,  and  look  upon  the  earth  beneath  : 

4  for  the  heavens  flu  all  vanifh  away  like  fmoak,  and  the 
4  earth  fhali  wax  old  like  a  garment,  and  they  that  dwell 
4  therein  fhali  die  in  like  manner,  but  my  falvation  fhali 
4  be  for  ever,  and  my  righteoufnefs  fhali  not  be  abolifh- 
4  ed.’  But  the  work  of  the  falvation  of  the  church  fhali 
continue  to  be  wrought  till  then.  Till  the  end  of  the 
world  God  will  go  on  to  acc'omplifh  deliverance  and 
falvation  for  the  church,  from  all  her  enemies:  for  that  is 
what  the  prophet  is  here  fpeaking  of.  Till  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  till  her  enemies  ceafe  to  be,  or  to  have  any  power 
to  molefl  the  church.  And  this  cxpreffioq,  from  genera - 
tion  to  generation ,  may  determine  us,  as  to  the  time  which 
God  continues  to  carry  on  the  work  of  falvation  for  his 
church,  both  with  refpecl  to  the  beginning  and  end. 
It  is  from  generation  to  generation,  i.  e.  throughout  all 
generations ;  beginning  with  the  firfl:  generation  of  men 
upon  the  earth,  and  notending  till  thefe  generations  end, 
with  the  world  itfelf  And  therefore  we  deduce  froni 
thefe  words  this 


DOCTRINE, 

THE  WORK  OF  REDEMPTION  IS  A  WORK  WHICH  GOD 
CARRIES  ON  FROM  THE  FA  EL  OF  MAN  TO  THE  END 

OF  THE  WORLD. 

\ 

THE  beginning  of  the  pofterity  or  our  firfl  parents  was 
after  the  fall  ;  for  all  their  pofterity,  by  ordinary  genera¬ 
tion,  are  partakers  of  the  fall,  and  of  the  corruption  of 

nature 
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Mature  that  followed  from  it ;  and  thele  generations,  by 
which  the  human  race  is  propagated,  fhall  continue  to 
the  end  of  the  world  •  lb  thefe  two  are  the  limits  of  the 
generations  ot  men  on  the  earth  ;  the  fall  of  man,  and 
the  end  of  the  world.  There  are  the  fame  limits  to  the 
work  of  redemption,  as  to  thole  progreflive  works  of 
God,  bv  which  that  redemption  is  accomplished ;  though 
not  as  to  the  fruits  of  it ;  foV  they,  as  was  faid  before; 
Shall  be  eternal. 

,  ;  1 

The  workof  redemption  and  the  work  of  falvation  are 
the  lame  thing.  What  is  fometimes  in  fcriptu^p  called 
God’s  faying  his  people,  is  in  other  places  called  his  re¬ 
deeming  them.  Chrifl  is  called  both  the  Saviour  and 
Redeemer  of  his  people. 

Before  entering  on  the  propofed  Hiflory  of  the 
Work  of  Redemption,  I  would, 

1.  Explain  the  terms  made  ufe  of  in  the  doflrine  ; — - 
and, 

2.  Shew  what  are  thofe  things  which  are  defigned  td 
be  accomplished  by  this  great  work; 

i.  I  am  to  fhow  in  what  fenfe  the  terms  of  the  doo 
trine  are  ufed* — And,  (i.)  I  fhall  point  out  how  I  Would 
be  underltood  when  I  ufe  tile  word  redemption  ; — and,  (2.) 
when  I  fay,  the  work  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man 
to  the  end  of  the  world* 

(1.)  I  muff  fhow  how  I  would  be  undefftood  when  I 
ufe  the  word  redemption. — -And  here  it  may  be  obfferved, 
that  the  work  of  redemption  is  fometimes  to  be  taken  in  a 
limited  fenfe,  for  the  purchafe  of  falvation*  (for  fo  the 
word  {friftly  fignifies,  a  purchafe  of  deliverance  ;}  and  if 
we  take  it  in  this  fenfe,  the  work  of  redemption  was  not 
io  long  in  doing  :  but  it  was  begun  and  finifhed  with 
Chrifl’s  humiliation.  It  was  begun  with  Chrifl’s  incar¬ 
nation,  carried  on  through  his  life,  and  finifhed  with 
his  death,  or  the  time  of  his  remaining  under  the  power 
of  death,  which  ended  in  his  refurredtion :  and  fo  we 
fay,  that  the  day  of  ChrilVs  refurre&ion  is  the  day  when 
he  fmilhed  the  work  of  redemption,  u  e.  then  the  pur- 
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chafe  was  finifihed  :  and  the  work  itfelf,  and  all  that  ap¬ 
pertained  to  it,  was  virtually  done,  but  not  actually. 

But  fometimes  the  work  of  redemption  is  taken  more 
largely,  as  including  all  that  God  doth  tending  to  this  end  ; 
not  only  the  purchafe  itfelf,  but  alfo  all  God’s  works  that 
were  properly  preparatory  to,  or  applicatory  of,  the  purchafe, 
and  accompli  filing  the  fuceefs  of  it :  fo  then  the  whole  dif- 
penfation,  as  it  includes  the  preparation,  the  purchafe,  and 
the  application  and  fuccefs  of  ChriiVs  redemption,  may 
be  called  the  work  of  redemption .  Ail  that  Chrift  docs  in 
this  great  affair  as  mediator,  in  any  of  his  offices,  either 
of  prophet,  pried,  or  king  ;  either  when  he  was  in  this 
world  in  his  human  nature,  or  before,  or  ft  nee  :  and  not 
only  what  Chrift  the  mediator  has  done,  but  alfo  what  the 
Father,  or  the  Holy  Glioft*  have  done,  as  covenanted  in 
this  defign  of  redeeming  ftnful  men  ;  or,  in  one  w7ord, 
all  that  is  wrought  in  execution  of  the  eternal  covenant  of 
redemption  ;  this  is  what  I  call  the  work  of  redemption 
in  the  dodfrine  :  for  it  is  all  but  one  work,  one  deftem. 
The  various  difpenfations  or  works  that  belong  to  it,  are 
but  the  feveral  parts  of  one  fcheme.  It  is  but  one  defign 
that  is  formed,  to  which  all  the  offices  of  Chrift  diredflv 

^  j 

tend;  in  which  all  the  Perfons  of  the  Trinity  confpire; 
and  all  the  various  difpenfations  that  belong  to  it  are  united. 
The  feveral  wheels  are  one  machine,  to  anfwer  one  end, 
and  produce  one  effedft. 

(2.)  When  I  fay,  this  work  is  carried  on  from  the  fall 
of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  in  order  to  the  full 
iinderftandiiig  of  my  meaning  in  it,  I  would  deftre  two 
or  three  things  to  be  obferved. 

[1.]  That  it  is  not  meant,  that  nothing  was  done  in 
order  to  it  before  the  fall  of  man.  Some  things  were  done 
before  the  wrorld  wras  created,  yea,  from  all  eternity.  The 
•’perfons  of  the  Trinity  were,  as  it  ^vere,  confederated  in  a 
'defign,  and  a  covenant  of  redemption  ;  (e)  in  which  co¬ 
venant 

(e)  7A?^Persons  of  the.  Trinity.  Some  ferious  perfons 
have  been  often  dec!  at  thde  terms  as  imfcriptural  and  unwarrant 

able* 
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Venant  the  Father  had  appoined  the  Son,  and  the  Soil  had 
undertaken  the  work  ;  and  all  things  to  he  accomplifhed 
in  the  work  were  flipulated  and  agreed.  :  and  belides  thefe, 
there  were  things  done  at  the  creation  of  the  world,  in 
order  to  that  work,  before  man  fell  ;  for  the  world  itfelf 
feems  to  have  been  created  in  order  to  it.  The  work  of 
creation  was  in  order  to  God  s  works  of  providence  ;  fo 
that  if  it  be  inquired,  which  of  thefe  are  the  greateif,  the 
works  of  creation,  or  the  works  of  providence  ?  I  anfwer, 
the  works  of  providence  ;  becaufe  God’s  works  of  provi¬ 
dence  are  the  end  of  his  works  of  creation  ;  as  the  build- 


able.  It  is  acknowledged  well  to  keep  as  much  as  may  be  to  the 
phrafeology,  as  well  as  doctrines  of  revelation ;  but  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  poilible  ;  unlefs,  at  leak,  we  will  talk  Greek  and  Hebrew. 
As  to  the  word  Trinity,  iinceit  implies  no  more  than  the  union 
of  Three  in  One ,  without  leaning  to  any  particular  fcherne  of  ex¬ 
plication,  thofe  who  believe  the  divine  and  myfterious  union  of  Fa¬ 
ther,  Son,  and  Spirit,  in  one  Godhead,  need  hardly  i'ciiiple  it, 
however  averfe  to  human  fyftems. 

The  term  Person  when  applied  to  Deity  is  certainly  ufed  in  a 
fenie  fomewhat  different  from  that  in  which  we  apply  it  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  Greek  words  [‘Y7roracrK 
JIpo^’TTov]  to  which  it  anfwers,  are  in  the  New  Teftament  applied  to 
the  Father  and  Son,  [Heb.  i.  3. — II.  Cor.  iv.  6.]  and  that  no  Jingle 
term,  at  leaff,  can  be  found  more  fuitable,  it  can  hardly  be  con¬ 
demned  as  unfcriptural  or  improper. 

The  Perjons  of  the  Trinity  are  confederated  In  a  covenant,  &c. 
It  would  lead  us  far  beyond  the  compafs  of  a  note  to  enter  here  011 
the  doctrine  of  the  covenants  ;  we  fhall  therefore  only  fubjoin  a 
few  of  the  texts  on  which  it  is  founded. 

II.  Sam.  xxiii.  3.  4  He  hath  made  with  me  an  everlaffing  co- 

4  venant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fare  ;  for  tins  is  all  my  falva- 
4  tion  and  all  my  deli  red 

Pf.  xl.  6 — 8.  4  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  delire — 

4  then  faid  I,  Lo,  I  come  ;  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written 
4  of  -me.’  Compare  Heb.  x.  t; — 9. 

Pf.  lxxxix.  throughout.  4 1  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  cho- 
4  fen — then  thou  fpakeff  in  vilion  to  the  holy  one  and  faid,  I  have 
4  laid  help  on  one  that  is  mighty,’ — &c.  Compare  Plof.  iii. 

Pf.  cx.  throughout.  4  The  Lord  faid  unto  my  Lord,  lit  thou 
4  at  my  right  hand — the  Lord  hath  fworn  and  will  not  repent,  thou 
4  art  a  prieft  for  ever,’  &c.  Comp.  Matt.  xxii.  24. 

Dan.  ix.  27.  He  fhall  confirm  the  covenant  with  many. 

Heb.  viii.  6.  4  He  is  the  mediator  of  a  better  covenant. 

* - xiii.  20.  4  The  blood  of  the  everlaffing  covenant, 

ing 
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mg  an  houfe,  or  the  forming  an  engine  or  machine,  is 
or  its  future  ufe.  But  God  s  main  work  of  providence 

this  ^reat  work  ot  redemption^  as  will  more  fully  appear 
hereafter. 

The  creation  of  heaven  was  in  order  to  the  work  of 
redemption  :  it  was  to  bean  habitation  for  the  redeemed: 
[Matt.  xxv.  34]  ‘  Then  fhall  the  King  fay  unto  them  oh 
his  light  hand,  Come,  ye  blefied  of  my  Father,  inherit 
v-i^e  kingdom  piepaied  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  Even  the  angels  were  created  to  be  employed 
in  this  work,  (f)  And  therefore  the  apoflle  calls  them, 
mi  milling  fpnits,  fent  forth  to  minifler  for  them  who 
‘  fhall  be  heirs  of  falvationF  [Heb.  i.  14.]  As  to  this 
lower  world,  it  was  doubtlefs  created  to  be  a  flage  upon 
which  this  great  and  wonderful  work  of  redemption 
Ihould  be  tranfa&ed  :  and  therefore,  as  might  be  fhewn, 
in  many  refpe&s  this  world  is  wifely  fitted,  in  the  forma¬ 
tion,  for  fuch  a  Hate  of  man  as  he  is  in  fince  the  fall, 
undei  a  pofiibility  of  redemption  ;  fo  that  when  it  is  faid, 
that  the  work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall 
of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world,  it  is  not  meant,  that  all 

that  ever  was  done  in  order  to  redemption  has  been  done 
llnce  the  fall. 

[2.]  Is  it  meant  that  there  will  be  no  remaining 
fruits  of  this  work  after  the  end  of  the  world.  That 
glory  and  bleflednefs,  which  will  be  the  fum  of  them  all, 
will  remain  to  the  faints  for  ever.  The  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  is  not  a  work  always  doing  and  never  accomplifhed  ; 

(F)  Heaven  {and  the  Angels)  ere  cited  in  order  to  the  cwork  of* 
Redemption .  That  is,  this  was  one  of  the  ends  God  had  then  in 
view,  but  the  fupreme  end  was  his  own  glory.  See  Prov.  xvi.  4. 

This  World  created  to  he  a  Ji age  for  the  work  of  Redemption « 
This  thought  is  certainly  juft  and  beautiful.  Thofe  who  have  con¬ 
sidered  the  world  as  defigned  for  only  perfect  creatures,  have  had 
nian>  difficulties,  which  this  idea  at  once  reinoves.  What  would 
have  become  of  our  firfl  parents,  had  they  continued  in  a  Hate  of 
innocency  ?  How  the  world  would  have  contained  all  its  fucceffivc 
generations  at  once  ?  And  the  like  inquiries  are  as  impertinent  as 
perplexing.  God  foreknew  the  fall — fore-ordained  the  mediator— 
and  previoufly  fitted  the  world  to  his  own  magnificent  defigns. 
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the  work  has  an  iffue  :  but  in  the  iffue  the  end  will  be 
obtained  ;  which  end  will  never  terminate.  As  thole 
things  that  were  in  order  to  this  work  before  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world,  viz.  God’s  elefting  love,  and  the  co¬ 
venant  of  redemption,  never  had  a  beginning ;  fo  the 
fruits  of  this  work,  which  fhall  be  after  the  end  of  the 
world,  will  never  have  an  end.  And  therefore, 

(3.)  When  it  is  faid  in  the  doctrine,  that  this  is  a 
work  that  God  is  carrying  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  what  I  mean,  is,  that  thofe  things 
which  belong  to  the  work  itfelf,  and  are  parts  of  this 
fcheme,  are  all  this  while  accomplifhing.  There  were 
fome  things  done  preparatory  to  its  beginning,  and  the 
fruits  of  it  will  remain  after  it  is  finilhed.  But  the  work 
itfelf  was  begun  immediately  upon  the  fall,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  then  be  finifhed  :  the 
various  difpenfations  of  God  in  this  fpace  belong  to  the 
fame  work,  and  to  the  fame  delign,  and  have  all  one  iffue; 
and  therefore  are  all  to  be  reckoned  but  as  feveral  parts 
of  one  work,  as  it  were,  feveral  fucceffive  motions  of  one 
machine,  to  bring  about,  in  the  conclufion,  one  great 
event. 

And  here  alfo  we  mull  diftinguifh  between  the  parts  of 
redemption  itfelf,  and  the  parts  of  that  work  by  which 
redemption  is  wrought  out.  There  is  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  parts  of  the  benefits  procured  and  bellowed, 
and  the  parts  of  that  work  of  God  by  which  thofe  bene¬ 
fits  were  procured  and  beftowed.  As,  for  example,  there 
is  a  difference  between  the  parts  of  the  benefit  that  the 
children  of  Ifraei  received,  in  their  redemption  out  of 
Egypt,  and  the  parts  of  that  work  of  God  by  which  this 
was  wrought.  The  redemption  of  the  children  of  Ifraei 
out  of  Egypt,  conhdered  as  the  benefit  which  they  en¬ 
joyed,  confifled  of  twTo  parts,  viz.  their  deliverance  from 
their  former  Egyptian  bondage  and  mifery,  and  their  be¬ 
ing  brought  into  a  more  happy  flate,  as  the  fervants  of 
God,  and  heirs  of  Canaan.  But  there  are  many  more 
things  which  are  parts  of  that  work  of  God  which  is 
called  his  work  of  redeeming  Ifraei  out  of  Egypt.  To 
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Jins  belong  Ills  calling  of  Moles,  his  fending  him  to  Pha¬ 
raoh,  the  figns  and  wonders  he  wrought  in  Egypt,  and 
his  bunging  Inch  terrible  judgements  on  the  Egyptians, 
and  many  other  things. 

Such  is  the  woik  by  which  God  efFedts  the  redeniDtion 
we  are  fpeaking  of :  and  it  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of 
man  to  the  end  of  the  world,  in  two  refpects. 

(i.)  vVith  refpedt  to  the  efiedl  wrought  on  the  fouls 
of  the  redeemed,  which  is  common  to  all  ages.  This  effed 
is  the  application  of  redemption  with  refpeft  to  the  fouls 
of  particular  penons,  in  converting,  juftifying,  fanflifv- 
ing,  and  glorifying  them.  Thus  finners  are  adualiy 
redeemed  ;  and  receive  the  benefit  of  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  in  its  efFeft  upon  their  fouls.  And  in  this  fenfe 
the  work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man 
tro  the  end  of  the  world,  'l  lie  worK  of  God  in  convert¬ 
ing  fouls,  opening  blind  eyes,  unilopping  deaf  ears,  rai¬ 
ling  the  fp in  dually  dead  to  life,  and  refeuing  miferable 
captives  out  of  the  hands  of  Satan,  was  begun  foon  after 
the  fall  of  man,  has  been  carried  on  ever  fince,  and  will 
be  to  the  end.  God  has  always,  ever  fince  the  firil  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  church  of  the  redeemed  after  the  fall,  had  fuch 
a  church  in  the  world.  .  Though  oftentimes  it  has  been 
reduced  to  a  very  narrow  compare,  and  to  low  circum- 
fiances  ;  yet  it  has  never  wholly  failed. 

And  as  God  carries  on  the  work  of  converting  the  fouls 
of  fallen  men  through  all  ages,  fo  he  goes  on  to  juflify 
them,  to  blot  out  their  fins,  to  accept  them  as  righteous 
in  his  fight,  through  the  righteaufnefs  of  Chrift,  and 
adopt  and  receive  them  from  being  the  children  of  Satan, 
to  be  his  own  children  ;  thus  alfo  he  goes  on  to  fandlify, 
and  complete  the  work  of  his  grace,  begun  in  them,  to 
comfort  them  with  the  confolations  of  his  Spirit,  and  to 
bellow  upon  them,  when  their  bodies  die,  that  eternal 
glory  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  purchafe  of  Chrift.  What 
is  faid,  [Rom.  viii.  30.]  4  Whom  he  did  predeflinate, 

*  them  he  alfo  called  ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo 

*  juflified  ;  and  whom  lie  juflified,  them  he  alfo  glorified;5 
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is  applicable  to  all  ages,  from  the  fall,  to  the  end  of  the 
tvorld. 

The  way  that  the  work  of  redemption,  with  refpedl  to 
thefe  effects  of  it  on  the  fouls  of  the  redeemed,  is  thus  car* 
ried  on,  is  by  repeating  and  continually  effecting  the  fame 
work  over  again,  though  in  different  perlbns,  from  age 
to  age.  But, 

[2.]  The  work  of  redemption  with  refpedl  to  the 
grand  defign  in  general,  as  it  refpe&s  the  univerfal  fub- 
je£t  and  end,  is  carried  on  in  a  different  manner,  not 
merely  by  repeating  or  renewing  the  fame  effeft  in  the 
different  fubjefts  of  it,  but  by  many  fucceffive  works  and 
difpenfations  of  God,  all  tending  to  one  great  end,  all 
united  as  the  feveral  parts  of  one  fcheme,  and  all  toge¬ 
ther  making  up  one  great  work.  Like  as  when  an  houfe 
or  temple  is  being  built ;  firft,  the  workmen  are  engaged,, 
then  the  materials  are  collected,  the  ground  prepared,  the 
foundation  laid,  the  fuperdrudlure  erefted,  one  part  after 
another,  till  at  length  the  top-flone  is  laid,  and  all  is 
finifhed.  Now  the  work  of  redemption  in  that  exten¬ 
sive  fenfe  which  has  been  explained,  may  be  compared 
to  fuch  a  building.  God  began  it  immediately  after  the 
fall,  as  may  be  fhown  hereafter,  and  has  proceeded,  as  it 
were,  collefiing  materials,  and  building,  ever  lince  ; 
and  fo  will  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and  then 
lliall  the  top-flone  be  brought  forth,  and  the  whole  appear 
complete  and  glorious. 

This  work  is  carried  on  in  the  former  refpedl,  as  to  the 
effett  on  the  fouls  of  particular  perfons,  by  its  being  an 
effeff  that  is  common  to  all  ages  :  the  work  is  carried  in 
this  latter  refpeft,  as  it  concerns  the  church  of  God,  and 
the  grand  defign  in  general,  not  only  by  that  which  is 
common  to  all  ages,  but  by  fucceffive  works  wrought  in 
different  ages,  all  parts  of  one  great  fcheme.  It  is  this 
carrying  on  of  the  work  of  redemption  that  I  fhall  chiefly 
infill  upon,  though  not  exclusively  of  the  former  ;  for 
one  neceffarily  fuppofes  the  other. 

Having  thus  explained  what  I  mean  by  the  terms  of 
the  doflrine  ;  that  you  may  the  more  clearly  fee  how  the 

I  great 
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great  defign  and  work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  from 
the  fall  of  man  to  tlie  end  of  the  world, 

(2.)  I  now  proceed,  to  fhow  what  is  the  defign  of  this 
great  woik,  or  what  things  are  intended  to  be  accomplifh - 
ed  by  it.  In  order  to  fee  how  a  defign  is  carried  on,  we 
mnft  fiift  know  what  it  is:  to  know  how  a  workman 
proceeds,  and  to  underfland  the  various  fleps  he  takes  in 
order  to  accomplifh  a  piece  of  work,  we  muff  be  inform¬ 
ed  what  he  is  about,  and  what  it  is  he  intends  to  do  ; 
otherwife  we  may  fland  by,  and  fee  him  do  one  thing 
aftei  another,  and  be  quite  puzzled  and  in  the  dark  ;  fee 
nothing  of  his  fcheme,  and  underfland  nothing  of  what 
he  means  by  it.  If  an  architect*  with  a  great  number 
of  hands,  were  building  fome  great  palace,  and  one  that 
was  a  flranger  to  fuch  things  fhould  ftand  by,  and  fee 
fome  men  digging  in  the  earth,  others  bringing  timber, 
others  hewing  ftones,  and  the  like,  he  might  fee  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  done  ;  but  if  he  knew  not  the  de-v 
fign,  it  would  all  appear  to  him  confufion.  And  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  great  works  and  difpenfations  of  God  which 
belong  to  this  great  affair  of  redemption  may  not  appear 
like  confufion  to  you,  I  fhall  fet  before  you  briefly  the 
mam  things  defigned  to  be  aecomplifhed  in  this  great  work, 
to  accomplifh  which  God  began  to  work  fo  early  after  the 
fall,  and  will  continue  working  until  the  whole  fhall  be 
completely  finifhed.  Now  the  main  things  defigned  are 
thefe  that  follow. 

(1.)  To  put  all  God’s  enemies  under  his  feet,  and  that 
the  goodnefs  of  God  may  finally  triumph  over  all  evil. 
Soon  after  the  world  was  created,  evil  entered  into  the 
world  in  the  fall  of  the  angels  and  man.  Prefently  after 
God  had  made  rational  creatures,  there  were  enemies  who 
rofe  up  againll  him  from  among  them  ;  and  in  the  fall 
of  man  evil  entered  into  this  world,  and  God’s  enemies 
rofe  up  againfl  him  here.  Satan  rofe  up  againfl  God, 
endeavouring  to  fruflrate  his  defign  in  the  creation  of  this 
world,  to  deflroy  his  workmanfhip  here,  to  wrefl  the 
government  out  of  his  hands,  to  ufurp  the  throne,  and 
fet  up  himfclf  as  god  of  this  world,  inftead  of  the  God 
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that  made  it.  For  thefe  ends  he  introduced  iin  into  it, 
and  having  made  man  God’s  enemy,  he  brought  guilt, 
death,  and  the  moil  extreme  and  dreadful  mifery,  into 
the  world. 

Now  one  grand  defign  of  God  in  the  affair  of  redemp¬ 
tion  was,  to  reduce  and  fubdue  thofe  his  enemies  till  they 
fhould  all  be  put  under  his  feet;  [I.  Cor.  xv.  25.]  4  He 
‘  muff  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.® 
Things  were  originally  fo  planned,  that  he  might  difap- 
point,  confound,  and  triumph  over  Satan,  and  that  he 
might  be  bruiied  under  Chrifl’s  feet,  [Gen.  iii.  1 5.]  The 
promile  was  given,  that  the  feed  of  the  woman  lhould 
bruife  the  ferpent’s  head.  It  was  a  part  of  God’s  original 
defign  in  this  work,  to  deffroy  the  work  of  the  devil, 
and  confound  him  in  all  his  purpofes  :  [I.  John  iii.  8.] 

'  For  this  purpole  was  the  Son  of  God  manifelfed,  that 
5  he  might  deflroy  the  works  of  the  devil.’  It  was  a  part 
of  his  defign,  to  triumph  over  fin,  and  over  the  corrup¬ 
tions  of  men,  and  to  root  them  out  of  the  hearts  of  his 
people,  by  conforming  them  to  himfelf.  He  defigned 
alfo,  that  his  grace  fhould  triumph  over  man’s  guilt,  and 
the  infinite  demerit  which  is  in  fin.  (g)  Again,  it  was  a 
part  of  his  defign  to  triumph  over  death  ;  and  however 
this  is  the  lafl  enemy  that  fhall  be  overcome,  yet  that 
fhall  finally  be  vanquifhed  and  deffroyed. 

Thus  God  will  appear  glorious  above  all  evil,  and  tri¬ 
umphant  over  all  his  enemies,  which  was  one  grand  thing 
intended  by  the  work  of  redemption. 

(2.)  God’s  deiign  was  perfectly  to  reflore  the  ruins  of 
the  fall,  Pq  far  as  concerns  the  eled  part  of  the  world, 

(o)  God  defgned  that  bis  grace  Jhould  triumph  over  man's  GUILT. 

1  hougn  die  guilt  of  man  was  like  the  great  mountains ,  whofe 
heads  are  lifted  up  to  the  heavens;  yet  his  [Chrifl’s]  dying  love, 
and  his  merits  in  this,  appeared  as  a  mighty  deluge  that  overflowed 
the  highefl  mountains ;  or,  like  a  boundlefs  ocean  that  fwallows 
them  up  :  or,  like  an  immenfe  fountain  of  light,  that  with  the  ful-. 
nefs  and  redundance  of  its  brightnefs,  fwallows  up  mens’  greatefl 
(ins,  as  little  motes  are  fwallowed  up  and  hidden  in  the  difk  of  the 
tpn,”  Pref.  Edwards’s  Poflhumous  Serm.  p.  138, 
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b}  bis  Son  ;  (h)  and  therefore  we  read  of  the  reftitutior* 
of  all  things,  [Acts  iii.  21.]  4  Whom  the  heaven  mull 
receive,  until  the  times  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things 
and  of  the  times  of  refrelhing  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  [A£ts  iii.  19.]  4  Repent  ye  therefore  and  be 
converted,  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the 
i  brae  of  refrelhing  lhall  come  from  the  prefence  of  the 
4  Lord,’ 

Man’s  yW  was  ruined  by  the  fall  ;  the  image  of  God  was 
defaced;  man’s  nature  was  corrupted,  and  he  became  dead 
in  fin.  I  he  defign  of  God  was,  to  reltore  the  foul  of 
man  ;  to  reftore  life,  and  the  image  of  God,  in  conver- 
£on ;  and  to  carry  on  this  work  in  fan  ft  ideation,  until  he 
fhould  perfedl  it  in  glory.  Man's  body  was  ruined  ;  by 
the  fall  it  became  fubjedl  to  death.  The  defign  of  God 
was  to  reftore  it  from  this  ruin,  and  not  only  to  deliver  it 
from  death,  by  the  reiurre£tion,  but  to  deliver  it  from 
mortality  itfelf,  in  making  it  like  unto  Ch rift’s  glorious 
body.  The  world  was  ruined,  as  to  man,  as  effedtually 
as  it  it  had  been  reduced  to  chaos  again  ;  ail  heaven  and 
earth  were  overthrown.  But  the  defign  of  God  was,  to 
reftore  all,  and  as  it  were  to  create  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth  :  [If.  Ixv.  17.]  4  Behold  I  create  new  heavens,  and 
4  a  new  earth  ;  and  the  former  lhall  not  be  remembered, 
4  nor  come  into  mind.’  [2  Pet.  iii.  13.]  4  Neverthelefs 
i  we3  according  to  his  promife,  look  for  new  heavens,  and 
4  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.’ 

The  work  by  which  this  was  to  be  done,  w^as  begun 
Immediately  after  the  fall,  and  fo  is  carried  on  till  all  is 
finifhed  at  the  end,  when  the  whole  world,  heaven  and 
earth,  lhall  be  reftored  ;  and  there  iliali  be,  as  it  were, 

(h)  God's  defign  was  to  re /lore  the  ruins  of  the  fall  as  far  as  co?i~ 
cerns  the  elect.  Some  have  carried  the  propofition  farther,  and  ex¬ 
tended  it  to  not  only  all  mankind,  but  even  the  fallen  angels  ;  and 
have  fuppofed  that  the  very  being  of  moral  and  penal  evil  will 
ceafe.  But  it  will  appear  in  the  fequel  of  this  work,  that  God’s 
plan  does  not  extend  fo  far  4  the  reftitution,’  or  rather  4  regu¬ 
lation  of  all  things,’  feems  to  refer  to  the  general  judgement. 
See  Parkhurst,  Lex.  in  Axonara and  Doddridge  in  loc. 
[N.N.]  •  '  7  ‘  :  :  * 
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new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  in  a  fpiritual  and  fub- 
lime  feme,  at  the  end  of  the  world.  Thus  it  is  repre- 
lented,  [Rev.  xxi.  i.]  4  And  I  faw  a  new  heaven  and  a 
4  new  earth;  for  the  fir  ft  heaven  and  the  firft  earth  were 
4  palled  away.5 

(3.)  Another  great  delign  of  God  in  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  to  gather  together  in  one,  all  things  in 
Chrift,  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  u  e.  all  eledl  crea-^ 
tures,  (ij  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  to  an  union,  in  one 
body,  under  one  head  ;  and  to  unite  all  together  in  one 
body  to  God  the  Father.  This  was  begun  foon  after  the 
fall,  and  is  carried  on  throughout  all  ages,  and  Ihall  be 
ftnilhed  at  the  end  of  the  world. 

(4.)  God  deftgns  by  this  work  to  perfect  and  complete 
the  glory  of  all  the  elect  of  Chrift,  To  advance  them  to 
an  exceeding  pitch  of  glory,  4  fuch  as  eye  hath  not  feen, 
4  nor  ear  heard,  nor  has  ever  entered  into  the  heart  of 
4  man.’  He  intends  to  bring  them  to  perfect  excellency 
and  beauty  in  his  image,  and  in  holinefs,  which  is  the 
proper  beauty  of  fpiritual  beings  ;  and  to  advance  them 
to  a  glorious  degree  of  honour,  an  ineffable  height  of 


( I )  Another  dejtgn  of  God  was  to  gather  together  In  Chrif  all  elect 
f features  1  i.  e.  Angels  as  well  as  men,  4  That  in  the  difpenfa- 

*  tion  of  the  fulnefs  of  times,  he  might  gather  together  all  things 
4  in  Chrift,  both  which  are  in  heaven  and  which  are  in  earth,  even 

*  in  him,  ....  who  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power.5 
[Eph.  i.  10. — Col.  ii.  10.]  44  That  Chrift,  God-man,  fhould  be 
made  the  head  of  the  angels,  is  greatly  to  their  benefit.  1.  Be* 
caufe  they  thereby  become  more  nearly  related  to  fo  glorious  a 
perfon.  ...  He  is  theirs  :  though  not  their  faviour,  yet  he  is 
their  head  of  government  and  head  of  influence. — 2.  They,  hereby, 
are  under  advantages  for  a  far  more  intimate  converfe  with  God. 
The  divine  nature  is  at  an  infinite  diftance  from  the  nature  of  an¬ 
gels,  as  well  as  from  the  nature  of  man.  It  is  therefore  a  great 
advantage  to  the  angels  that  God  is  come  down  to  them  in  a  cre¬ 
ated  nature,  and  in  that  nature  is  become  their  head.  3.  Men  are 
brought  in  to  join  with  angels ...  in  their  work  of  praifing  God. 
The  angels  greatly  rejoice  at  this  [Luke  xv.  10.]  The  vacancy  by 
the  fall  of  angels  is  filled  up.  4.  It  tends  to  make  the  angels  the 
more  to  prize  their  happinefs,  when  they  fee  how  much  it  coft  to 
purchafe  the  fame  happinefs  for  man.”  Pref.  Edwards’s  Poll- 
pumous  Sermons,  p.  320* 
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plealure  and  joy,  and  thus  to  glorify  the  whole  church  of 

elect  men  m  foul  and  body  ;  and  with  them  to  bring  the 

gloiy  of  tne  eie£t  angels  to  its  higheft  elevation  under 
one  head. 

(5O  In  all  this  God  defigned  to  accomplifh  the  glory 
ot  the  blelfed  Trinity  in  an  eminent  degree.  God  had  a 
defign  from  eternity  to  glorify  each  perfon  in  the  God¬ 
head.  1  he  end  mult  be  confidered  as  firft  in  order  of 
nature,  and  then  the  means  ;  and  therefore  we  mult  con¬ 
ceive,  that  God  having  profeffed  this  end,  had  then,  as  it 
were,  the  means  to  chufe  ;  and  the  principal  mean  that  he 
pitched  upon  was  this  great  work  of  redemption  which  we 
are  fpeaking  of.  It  was  his  delign  in  this  work  to  glorify 
his  only  begotten  fon,  Jefus  Chrift  ;  (k)  and  by  the  Son 
to  glorify  the  Father:  [Johnxni.  31.  32.]  6  Now  is  the 
‘  Son  of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glorified  in  him.  If 
6  God  be  glorified  in  him,  God  alfo  (hall  glorify  him  in 
*  himlelf,  and  fhall  feraightway  glorify  him.’  It  was 
his  defign  that  the  Son  fhould  thus  be  glorified,  and 
fhould  glorify  the  Father  by  what  fhould  be  accomplifhed 
by  the  Spirit,  to  the  glory  of  the  Spirit ;  that  the  whole 
Trinity  conjuntfdy,  and  each  perfon  diftin£tly,  might  be 
exceedingly  glorified.  The  work  which  was  the  appoint¬ 
ed  mean  of  this  was  begun  immediately  after  the  fall, 
and  is  carried  on  till,  and  fimfhed  at,  the  end  of  the 
world,  when  ail  this  intended  glory  fhall  be  fully  accom- 
piifhed. 

Ha  ving  thus  explained  the  terms  made  ufe  of  in  the 
do&rine,  and  fhown  what  things  are  to  be  accomplifhed 
by  this  great  work  of  God,  I  proceed  now  to  the  propo- 
fed  Hiflory  ;  that  is,  to  fhew  how  the  defigns  of  God  by 

(k)  It  <was  Gods  elejtgn  to  glorify  his  Son.  cc  Look  round  on 
the  fliifting  feenes  of  glory,  which  have  been  exhibited  in  the 
theatre  of  this  world ;  and  fee  the  fuccefs  of  mighty  conquerors, 
the  policy  of  ftates,  the  deftiny  of  empires,  depend  on  the  fecret 
purpole  of  God  in  his  Son  Jefus  ;  before  whom  all  the  achieve¬ 
ments  and  imaginations  of  men  muff  bow  down ;  and  to  whole 
honour,  all  the  myflerious  workings  of  his  providence  are  now, 
have  hitherto  been,  and  will  for  ever  be,  directed.”  Bp.  Hurd’s 
Serrn.  before  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel. 
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the  work  of  redemption  have  been  and  fhall  be  accom- 
plifhed,  in  the  various  fteps  of  this  work,  from  the  fall 
of  man  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

In  order  to  this,  I  fhall  divide  this  whole  fpace  of  time 
into  three  periods  : — The 

I.  Reaching  from  the  fall  of  Man  to  the  incarnation 
of  Chrift  ; — The 

II.  From  Chrift’s  incarnation  till  his  refurreflion  ; — 
The 

III.  From  thence  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

Some  may  be  ready  to  think  this  a  very  unequal  divi¬ 
sion  ;  and  it  is  fo  indeed  in  fome  refpefts.  It  is  fo,  be- 
caule  the  fecond  period  is  fo  much  the  greateft  :  for  al¬ 
though  it  be  much  fhorter  than  either  of  the  other, 
(being  but  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  whereas  both 
the  other  contain  thoufands  ;)  yet  in  the  affair  we  are 
now  upon,  it  is  more  than  both  the  others  ;  I  would 
therefore  proceed  to  (hew  diflinftly  how  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  through  each  of  thefe  periods  in  their  order  ; 
which  I  fhall  do  under  three  propolltions  ;  one  concern¬ 
ing  each  period, 

I.  From  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation 

OF  CHRIST,  GOD  WAS  DOING  THOSE  THINGS  WHICH 
WERE  PREPARATORY  TO  HIS  COMING,  AND  EAR¬ 
NESTS  OF  HIS  REDEMPTION. 

II.  That  the  time  from  Christ’s  incarnation, 

TO  HIS  RESURRECTION,  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  PROCU¬ 
RING  AND  PURCHASING  REDEMPTION. 

III.  That  the  space  of  time  from  the  resur¬ 
rection  OF  CHRIST  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  WORLD 
IS  ALL  ENGAGED  IN  BRINGING  ABOUT  THE  GREAT 
EFECT,  OR  SUCCESS,  OF  THAT  PURCHASE. 

In  a  particular  confideratioii  of  thefe  three  propor¬ 
tions,  the  great  truth  contained  in  the  doflrine  may  per¬ 
haps  appear  in  a  clear  light,  and  we  may  fee  how  the 
work  of  redemption  is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to 
The  end  of  the  world. 
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PERIOD  I. 

FROM  THR  FALL  to  the  incarnation*. 

Y  fir  ft  talk  is,  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  redemption 
is  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chr if 
under  the  fir  ft  propofition>  viz . 

I  HAT  FROM  THE  FALL  OF  MAN  TO  THE  INCARNA¬ 
TION  OF  CHRIST,  GOD  WAS  DOING  THOSE  THINGS 
WHICH  WERE  PREPARATORY  TO  HIS  COMING,  AND 
EARNESTS  OF  HIS  REDEMPTION. 

i  he  great  works  of  God  in  the  world,  during  this 
whole  fpace  of  time,  were  all  preparatory  to  this.  There 
were  many  great  changes  and  revolutions  in  the  world, 
but  they  were  only  the  turning  of  the  wheels  of  provi¬ 
dence  in  order  to  make  way  for  the  coming  of  Chrift, 
and  what  he  was  to  do  in  the  world.  They  were  all 
pointed  hither,  and  all  iiTued  here.  Hither  tended,  es¬ 
pecially,  all  God's  great  works  towards  his  church.  The 
church  was  under  various  dilpenfations  and  in  various 
circumftances,  before  Chrift  came  •  but  all  thefe  difpen- 
fations  were  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming.  God 
wrought  falvation  for  the  fouls  of  men  through  all  that 
fpace  of  time,  though  the  number  was  very  fmall  to 
what  it  was  afterwards ;  (l)  and  all  his  ialvation  was,  as 

it 

(l)  The  number  of  fouls  paved  before  Chrifil's  coming,  compara¬ 
tively,  very  few.  There  is  no  fubjedt  on  which  our  lpeculations 
have  lets  certainty  than  that  of  the  comparative  number  of  the 
faved.  Among  angels  fome  have  fuppofed  thole  who  fell  to  form 
it  leak:  one  third  of  the  whole  :  and  other  conf^n  over  a  great  ma- 
jonty  of  mankind  to  the  fame  awful  condemnation.  But  5  God’s 
thoughts  are  not  our  thoughts,  neither  his  ways  as  our  wavs.’ 

As  to  the  antient  Jews,  although  their  difpenfation  was  compa¬ 
ratively  dark,  and  their  temper  naturally  rebellious,  we  have  rea* 
fon  to  believe  an  innumerable  multitude  was  faved  from  among 
them*  If  in  times  of  general  idolatry  and  licentioufnefs,  when  a 
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it  were,  by  way  of  anticipation.  All  the  fouls  that  were 
laved  before  Chrift  came,  were  only,  as  it  were,  the'  ear¬ 
ned:  of  the  future  harveft. 

Ood  wrought  many  lefter  falvations  and  deliverances 
for  his  church  and  people  before  Chrift  came.  Thefe 
falvations  were  all  but  lo  many  images  and  forerunners  of 
the  great  falvation  .Chrift  was  to  work  out  when  he 
i!  10 u id  come.  Grod  revealed  lnmfelf  of  old,  from  time 
to  time,  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  coming  of  Chrift. 
The  church  during  that  fpace  of  time  enjoyed  the  light 
of  divine  revelation,  and,  in  a  degree,  the  light  of  the 
go! pci.  But  all  thele  revelations  were  only  earnefts  of  the 
great  light  that  he  fhould  bring  who  came  to  be  4  the  lieht 

of  the  woild  ;  that  whole  fpace  of*  time  was,  as  it  were, 
tlie  time  of  night,  wherein  the  church  of  God  was  not 
indeed  wholly  in  darknefs,  but  it  was  like  the  light  of  the 
moon  and  ftars,  and  not  to  be  compared  with  the  light 
of  tiie  fun.  It  4  had  no  glory,  by  reafon  of  the  glory  that 
exceiieth..  [II.  Cor.  iii.  io,]  I  he  church  had  indeed  the 
light  of  the  fun,  but  it  was  only  as  reflected  from  the 
moon  and  ftais.  I  he  church  all  that  while  may  be  con~* 
fidered  as  a  minor  ;  this  the  apoftle  evidently  teaches  [in 
Ga]\iV*  G  3-J  ‘  Now  I  fay,  that  the  heir  as  long:  as 
‘  he  is  a  chi]d,  diffcreth  nothing  from  a  fervant,  though 

ne  be  lord  of  all  ;  but  is  under  tutors  and  governors, 

‘  until  the  time  appointed  of  the  Father.  Even  fo  we] 

4  when  we  were  children,  were  in  bondage  under  the  del 
4  ments  of  the  world.’ 

lioly  prophet  bewailed  himfelf  as  the  only  fervant  of  the  true  God 

lek  mf  in  Inch  a  time  God  had  refervedto  himfelf  feven  thoufand 

faitlirul  warfluppers,  [I,  Kings  xix,  io.]  doubtiefs  at  other  times, 

mnn  ic  lgion  tiouiiihed,  their  number  mull  be  confiderably 
greater. 

But  the  Heathen  nations  are  by  many  totally  given  up,  except 
heie  and  there  a  perfon  laved  by  miracle,  4  God’s  ways,  however 
aie  not  as  our  ways,’  and  it  was  as  poffible  for  God  to  fave  them 

vithout  the  ufual  means  of  grace,  as  to  fave  infants  without  any 
external  means  at  all.  * 

After  all,  had  God  differed  our  whole  world  to  perifli,  what  is 
L  f  the  lnnuinerabte  globes  that  float  in  his  prefence?  Probably 

V  than  rie  deflruaion  of  an  ant  hill,  or  a  bee  hive,  to  the 

v.nole  ipecies  of  ants  or  bees. — [N.  U.] 

K  But 
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But  here,  for  the  greater  clearnefs  and  diftinft nefs,  I 
ilitill  fubdivide  this  period  from  tlie  fail  of  man  to  the  co¬ 
ming  of  Chrift  into  fix  leffer  periods. 

I.  From  the  fall  to  the  flood  ;  — 

IT.  From  the  hood  to  the  calling  of  Abraham;  - — 

HI*  From  the  calling  of  Abraham  to  Moles  •  — 

IV.  From  Moles  to  David  ;  — 

V.  F  rom  David  to  the  Babylonifh  captivity ; — and 
the 

VI.  From  thence  to  the  Incarnation  of  Chrift. 

§  I.  From  the  fall  to' the  flood. 

* 

THIS  was  a  period  fartheft  of  ail  diftant  from  Chrift 
incarnation  ;  yet  then  tvas  this  great  work  begun,,  this 
glorious  building  which  will  not  be  finiffied  till  the  end 
of  the  world  ;  and  this  is  what  I  am  now  to  fhew  you  : 
to  this  purpofe  I  would  obferve, 

i.  As  foon  as  man  fell,  Chrift  entered  on  his  media¬ 
torial  work.  Then  it  was  that  he  firft  began  to  execute 
the  work  and  office  of  a  mediator.  Fie  had  undertaken 
it  before  the  world  was  made.  He  flood  engaged  with 
the  Father  from  eternity  to  appear  as  man’s  mediator, 
when  there  fhould  be  occaiion  :  and  now  the  time  was 
come.  When  man  fell,  Chrift  immediately  entered  on 
his  work,  and  actually  took  upon  him  that  office.  Then 
Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  cloathed  himfelf  with 
the.  mediatorial  character,  and  therein  prefented  himfelf 
before  the  Father.  He  immediately  ftepped  in  between 
an  holy,  infinite,  offended  majefty,  and  offending  man¬ 
kind  ;  and  was  accepted  in  his  interposition  ;  and  thus 
wrath  was  prevented  from  going  forth  in  the  full  exe¬ 
cution  of  that  curfe  which  man  had  brought  upon  him¬ 
felf. 

It  is  manifeft  that  Chrift  began  to  exercife  the  office  of 
mediator  between  God  and  man  as  loon  as  man  fell,  be- 
caufe  mercy  began  to  be  exerciled  towards  man  immedi- 
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ately.  There  was  mercy  in  the  forbearance  of  God,  (m) 
that  he  did  not  deftroy  him,  as  he  did  the  angels  when 
they  fell :  but  there  is  no  mercy  exercifed  toward  fallen 
man,  but  through  a  mediator.  If  God  had  not  in  mer¬ 
cy  retrained  Satan,  he  would  have  immediately  feized  oi> 
his  prey.  Chrift  began  to  do  the  part  of  an  interceffor 
for  man,  as  foon  as  he  fell.  There  is  no  mercy  exercifed 
towards  man,  but  what  is  obtained  through  Chrift’s  in¬ 
tense  hi  on  :  fo  that  now  Chrift  entered  on  that  work 
which  he  was  to  continue  throughout  all  ages  of  the  world. 
From  that  day  forward  Chrift  took  upon  him  the  care  of 
the  church,  in  the  exercife  of  all  his  offices ;  from  thence 
he  undertook  to  teach  mankind  in  the  exercife  of  his  pro¬ 
phetical  office  ;  to  intercede  for  them,  in  his  prieftly  of¬ 
fice  ;  alfo  he  took  upon  him,  the  government  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  world.  He  from  that  time  took  upon 
him  the  defence  of  his  eleft  from  ail  their  enemies.  When 
Satan,  the  grand  enemy,  had  conquered  and  overthrown 
man,  the  buftnefs  of  refilling  and  conquering  him  was 
committed  to  Chrift  ;  and  he  undertook  to  manage  that 
fubtle  powerful  adverfary.  He  was  then  appointed  the 
captain  of  the  Lord’s  hofts,  and  the  captain  of  their  fal- 
vation,  and  ever  after  afted,  and  will  continue  to  aft,  as 
fuch  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Thenceforward  this  world, 
with  all  its  concerns,  was,  as  it  were,  devolved  upon  the 
Son  of  God  :  for  when  man  had  linned,  God  the  Father 
would  have  no  more  to  do  with  man  Immediately  ■  but 

(m)  There  was  mercy  in  the  forbearance  of  God .  Milton, 
with  whom  our  author  frequently  coincides,  puts  this  fentiment 
into  the  mouth  of  Adam,  in  his  confolatory  addrefs  to  Eve* 

. “  Remember  with  what  mild 

And  gracious  temper  he  both  heard  and  judg’d, 

Without  wrath  or  reviling  :  we  expefted 
Immediate  diflblution,  which  we  thought 
Was  meant  by  death  that  dav  ;  when  lo,  to  thee 
Fains  only  in  child  bearing  were  foretold, 

And  bringing  forth,  foon  recompens’d  with  joy, 

I  ruit  of  thy  womb  :  On  me  the  cutfe  aflope 

Glanc’d  on  the  ground”  .  .  .  [Par.  Loft,  Book  x.] 

This  fubjeft,  and  Milton’s  beautiful  illuftration  of  it,  we  lhall 
have  occakon  to  refume  in  the  fequel  of  this  feftiom 
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only  through  a  mediator  ;  either  in  teaching,  in  govern- 
mg,  01  in  bellowing  any  benefits  upon  him. 

And  therefore,  when  we  read  in  facred  hiftory  what 
God  did  from  time  to  time  for  his  church  and  people, 
and  how  he  revealed  himfelf  to  them,  we  are  to  under¬ 
hand  it  efpecially  of  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity. 
When  we  read  of  God’s  appearing  after  the  fall,  frequently 
in  fome  vilible  form,  or  outward  fymbol  of  his  prefence, 
we  are  ordinarily,  if  not  univerfally,  to  underhand  it  of 
the  Son  of  God.  (n)  This  may  be  argued  from  John  i. 
i  8.  ‘  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time  ;  the  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he 
hath  declared  him.’  He  is  therefore  called  4  the  image 
of  the  invihble  God,’  [Col.  i.  15.]  intimating,  that 
though  God  the  Father  be  invihble,  yet  Chrih  is  his 
image,  or  reprefentation,  by  'which  he  is  feen. 

^Yea,  not  only  this  world  devolved  on  Chrift,  that  he 
might  have  the  care  and  government  of  it,  and  order  it 
agreeably  to  his  dehgn  of  redemption,  but  alfo  in  fome. 
relpedl,  the  whole  univerfe.  The  angels  from  that  time 
were  given  unto  him,  to  be  minillring  lpirits  in  this  grand 
buhnefs  ;  and  accordingly  were  fo  from  this  time,  as  is 
manifeft  by  the  fcripture  hiftory,  wherein  we  have  ac¬ 
counts  of  their  afting  as  fuch  in  the  affairs  of  the  church 
of  Chrift,  from  time  to  time. 

And  therefore  we  may  luppofe,  that  immediately  on 
the  fall,  it  was  made  known  in  heaven  (o)  that  God  had 

a  delign 


(*0  When  we  read  of  God's  appearing  after  the  fall ,  -:w  are 
to  underfta?id  it  of  the  Son  of  God .  The  principal  appearances  here 
alluded  to,  and  the  pci  Ion  thus  appearing,  will  be  confidered  under 
§  VI.  of  this  period. 

(o)  God's  defign  of  mercy  made  known  in  heaven  immediately 
cn  the  fall  Milton,  with,  at  leaf!,  equal  beauty  and  probability, 
fuppoles  this  difcovery  to  have  preceded  the  fall.  He  reprefents 
the  eternal  Father  as  viewing  Satan  flying  towards  this  world, 
and  foretelling  his  lucceis,  and  his  own  purpofes  of  grace  in  the 
blue.  The  palfage,  as  it  is  extremely  beautiful  and  will  illuilrate 
not  only  this,  but  feveral  other  of  our  author’s  obfer  vat  ions  under 
this  lection,  we  fhall  in  part  tranfcribe  ; 

u  Him 
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a  defign  of  redemption  with  refpeft  to  man  ;  that  Chrift 
had  now  taken  upon  him  the  office  and  work  of  a  me¬ 
diator 


<4  Him  [Satan]  God  beholding  from  his  profpedt  high. 
Wherein  pail,  prefent,  future,  he  beholds, 

Thus  to  his  only  Son  fore.feeing  ipake  ; 

u  Only  begotten  Son,  fee  11  thou  what  rage 

T ranfports  our  adverfary  ?  ,  . . 

.  And  now 

Through  all  reftraints  broke  loofe,  he  wings  his  way 
Not  far  off  heaven,  in  the  precindts  of  light, 

Directly  towards  the  new-created  world ; 

And  man  there  plac’d,  with  pnrpofe  to  effay, 

If  him  by  force  he  can  deftroy,  or  worfe, 

By  fome  falfe  guile  pervert :  and  fliall  pervert, 

For  man  will  hearken  to  his  glozincr  lies. 

And  ealily  trail! grels  the  foie  command, 

Sole  pledge  of  his  obedieUce  ;  id  will  fall 

He  and  his  faithlefs  progeny . 

. .  u  Man  falls,  deceiv’d 

By  th’other  firit :  man  therefore  fliall  find  grace, 

The  other  none  :  in  mercy  and  juft  ice  both, 

Through  heav’11  and  earth,  i'o  fliall  my  glory  excell  ; 

But  mercy,  fir  ft  and  la  ft,  fliall  brighteft  fliine. 

“  Thus  while  God  ipake,  ambrofial  fragrance  fill’d 
All  heav’n,  and  in  the  blefled  fpirits  eledl 
Senfeof  new  joy  ineffable  diffus’d  : 

Beyond  compare  the  Son  of  God  was  feen 
Moff  glorious  •  in  him  all  his  Father  flione 
Subftantially  exprefs’d  ;  and  in  his  face 
Divine  compallion  vifibly  appear’d, 

Love  without  end,  and  without  meafure,  grace  ; 

Wh  ich  uttering,  thus  he  to  his  Father  fpake  : 

“  O  Father,  gracious  was  that  word  which  clos’d 
1  hy  fov’reign  fentence,  that  man  fliould  find  grace  ; 

For  which  both  heaven  and  earth  fliall  high  extoll 
Thy  praifes . 

u  To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  reply’d  ; 

G  Son,  in  whom  my  foul  hath  chief  delight, 


But  all  is  not  yet  done  ;  man  difobeying, 

*••••  ....... 

He,  with  his  whole  pofterity,  11111ft  die  ; 
Lie  he  or  juftjce  muff  ;  unlefs  for  him 


home  able,  and  as  willing,  pay 
1  he  rigid  fatisfacliom  death  for'  c 


death. 
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diator  between  God  and  man  ;  and  that  the  angels  were 
henceforward  to  be  fubfervient  to  him  in  that  office  :  and 
as  Cl)  riff  has  been,  fince  that  time,  as  God-man,  ex¬ 
alted  King  of  heaven  ;  and  is  thenceforward  a  Mediator, 
the  Light,  and  the  Sun  of  heaven,  (agreeable  to  Rev.  xxi. 
23.  And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  fun,  neither  of  the 

*  moon>  to  fllme  Hi  it  ;  for  the  glory  of  God  did  lighten 
‘  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof;’)  fo  the -jevela- 
tion  now  made  in  heaven  among  the  angels,  was,  as  it 
were,  the  firft  dawjiing  of  this  light  there.  When  Chrift 
afeended  into  glory  after  his  paffion,  and  was  folemnly 
enthroned,  then  this  fun  arofe  in  heaven  ;  but  the  light 
began  to  dawn  immediately  after  the  fall. 


Say,  heav  nly  pow  rs,  where  fliall  we  Hhd  fuch  love  ? 

•  •  . . . . 

He  a  ik’d  ;  but  all  the  heav’nfy  choir  hood  mute, 

Anct  iilence  was  in  heav’n  i  on  man’s  behalf 
Patron  or  mterceflor  none  appear’d, 

• . .  Had  not  the  Son  of  God* 

Tn  whom  the  fulnefs  dwells  of  love  divine, 

His  deareft  mediation  thus  renew’d. 

Father ,  thy  word  is  pait,  man  fliall  find  grace  ; 

And  fliall  not  grace  find  means  ? . 

Behold  Me  then  ;  Me  for  him,  life  for  life 
I  offer  ;  on  me  let  all  thine  anger  fall. 

O 


«•*•*•••«•»  Admiration  feiz’d 

Ail  heav  n,  what  this  might  mean,  and  whither  tend. 

Wondering.”  .  . . .  .  [Par.  Loft,  B.  iii.] 

But  the  idea  of  Mr.  Gessner  exaClly  coincides  with  our  an- 
thor’s.^  He  introduces  an  angel  addreffing  our  firft  parents  in  the 
following  elegant  language  : 

u  Know  then,  Adam  !  on  thy  tranfgreiftng  the  divine  com¬ 
mand,  God  laid  to  the  happy  ipirits  who  worfhip  before  him, 

*  Man  hath  difobeyed  me  ;  he  fliall  die.’  A  denfe  cloud  fuddenly 
encompafled  the  eternal  throne,  and  a  deep  iilence  reigned  through 
the  whole  expan fe  of  heaven  ....  The  adoring  angels  were  in 
eager  expedition  of  what  was  to  follow  this  unufual  pomp,  when 
the  majeftic  voice  of  God  founded  .  .  .  thefe  words  of  benignity 
and  grace — c  I  will  not  withdraw  my  favour  from  the  iinner.^  To 
<  my  infinite  mercy  the  earth  fliall  bear  witneis.  Of  the  woman 

*  fliall  be  born  an  avenger,  who  fliall  bruife  the  head  of  the  fer- 
c  pent.  Hell  fliall  not  rejoice  in  this  victory;  death  fhall  lofe 
‘  its  prey  ;  ye  heavens,  fhew  forth  your  giadnefs ! — Thus  fpake 

*  the  Eternal”  [Death  of  Abel,  E.  ii.] - -[NT.  U.} 

2.  Fre- 
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2.  Prefently  upon  this  the  gofpel  was  firft  revealed  on 
earth,  in  thele  words,  [Gen.  iii.  15.]  *  And  I  will  put 
*  enmity  between  thee  [the  ferpent]  and  the  woman,  and 
<  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed  :  it  fhall  bruife  thy  head, 
6  and  thou  (halt  bruife  his  heel/  We  may  fuppofe,  that 
God’s  intention  of  redeeming  fallen  man  was  firft  figni- 
fied  in  heaven  before  it  was  fignified  on  earth,  becaufe 
the  bufinefs  of  the  angels  as  miniftering  fpirits  required  it 
that  they  might  be  ready  immediately  to  ferve  him  in  that 
office  ;  fo  that  the  light  firft  dawned  in  heaven  ;  but  very 
foon  after  was  feen  on  earth.  In  thofe  words  of  God 
there  was  an  intimation  of  another  furety  to  be  appointed 
for  man,  after  the  firft  had  failed.  This  was  the  firft 
revelation  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  the  firft  dawn  of 
light  of  the  gofpel  upon  earth. 

This  world  before  the  fall  enjoyed  noon-day  light  ; 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  of  his  glory,  and  of 
his  favour  :  but  when  man  fell,  all  this  light  was  at 
once  extinguifhed,  and  the  world  reduced  again  to  total 
darknefs  ;  a  darknefs  worfe  than  that  which  was  in  the 
beginning  of  the  world.  [Gen.  i.  2.]  Neither  men  nor 
angels  could  find  out  any  way  whereby  this  might  be 
flattered.  The  blacknefs  of  this  darknefs  appeared  when 
Adam  and  his  wife  knew  that  they  were  naked,  and  fewed 
fig  leaves  ;  when  they  heard  the  voice  of  God  walking 
i;i  the  garden,  and  hid  themfelves  among  the  trees,  when. 
God  firft  called  them  to  an  account,  and  faid  to  Adam, 

‘  What  is  this  that  thou  haft  done  ?  Haft  thou  eaten  of  the 
*  tree,  whereof  I  commanded  thee  that  thou  fhouldft  not 
4  eat?’  Then  we  may  fuppofe  that  their  hearts  were 
filled  with  fhame  and  terror,  (p.)  But  thofe  words  of 

‘  God, 

(p)  Adam  and  his  wife  knew  that  they  were  NAKED,  &V.  A 
variety  of  queries  have  been  ftarted  from  the  paffage  here  alluded 
To,  [Gen.  iii.  8 — 1 1.]  and  a  number  of  folutions  given  ;  fome  of 
thefe  we  (hall  review,  as  they  connect  clofely  with  our  fuhjefit. 

We  fhall  begin  with  the  immediate  confequence  of  the  fin  of  our 
firft  parents  —  4  And  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  opened,  and  they 
■’  knew  that  they  were  naked.’  The  celebrated  Le  Clerc,  and 
fome  other  ingenious  commentators,  have  fuppofed  the  nakednefs 

here 
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God  [Gen.  iii.  15.]  were  the  firfl:  dawning  of  the  liUit 
0i  til£  golPcl  atter  this  darknefs.  Now  firit  appeared 

fome 

here  alluded  to  was  moral,  viz.  a  lofs  of  innocence  ;  and  it  mud 

US  ' AT  'n  a  tew  mftance's  the  Scripture  ufes  the  term  in  this 
metaphorical  ionic,  [See  Stackhouse’s  Hid.  of  the  Bible  vol.  i. 
p-  74. ,  out  two  circumftances  pofitively  forbid  our  io  taking  it  in 
A  p.ace  —  one  15,  that  the  laft  verfe  of  the  preceding  chapter  af- 
;U‘&  1!S  t.nat  they  were  naked  before  the  fell,  which  mud  certainly 
mteud  a  iteral  nakecmeis  ;  the  other,  that  in  conference  of  this 
nakedneis  they  made  themfelves  coverings,  which  certainly  were 
for  their  bodies,  and  not  their  minds.  But  why  fliould  they  who 

-nev  e,‘  :h;Ul'V0! n  alV  cloathmg,  be  afliamed  of  appearing  in  the  date 
™  A'fi  Ood  created  them ;  efpecially  when  we  coniider,  that 
tnemlelves  were  the  only  perions  m  the  world,  and  they  were  man 
and  wife  r  i  he  anfwer  to  this  involves  a  very  delicate,  and  as  it 
l.iouid  teem,  from  the  ill  iuccefs  of  commentators,  a  very  diffi- 
cti.t  inbject.  We  mud  return  to  the  previous  affertion  of  our 
Kjfpired  writer,  that  ‘  they  were’  in  a  date  of  innocence,  ‘  both 

nailed,  and  not  afliamed;’  which  certainly  implies,  not  only 
that  their  nakednefs  was  no  juft  caufe  of  ihame,  but  that  they 
would  never  have  known  it,  had  their  innocency  continued.  But 

w“en  they  ^nnec^  fhen,  as  the  Tempter  had  predicted,  their 
ryes  were  opened.  To  open  the  eyes  is,  literally,  to  give  ififiit  to 
toe  blrnc. .  ;  but  figuratively,  to  communicate  to  any  perfon  a  new 
kmc.  or  degree  ot  knowledge.  [See  Num.  xxii.  p,  II.  Kinns  vi 
17.  Ads  xxv i.  1 8.]  0  °°  % 

And  the  following  phrafe,  which  we  render  4  they  knew  that 
‘  they  were  naked,’  implies  ibmething  more  than  a  bare  fpecula- 
live  knowledge,  it  means  to  feel  as  well  as  to  bio- w,  [See  Park- 
nuRsr  in  ]?t}  and  might  be  here  perhaps  more  accurately  and 
exprefiively  rendered,  4  they  were  fenjible  that  they  were  naked.' 
Betore  the  fall  they  doubtlefs  knew  that  they  had  no  cloathing  ; 
but  now  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they  had  acquired  a  crimi¬ 
nal  knowledge,  and  become  fenfible  df  apaffion,  to  which  they 
l.ad  ever  beloie  been  fiiangeis,  namely,  Ihame.  The  origin  of 
this  will  be  eafier  to  account  for,  if  we  fuppofe  with  fome  r Uni- 
veiial  Bill.  vol.  i.  p.  132.]  that  the  juice  of  this  tree  was  in  a 
degree  inebriating  ;  iince  we  know  from  common  obfervation,  that 
juices  of  filch  a  quality  will  excite  debauchery,  produce  ftranire 
commotions  in  the  animal  frame,  and  give  a  ftrong  predominancy 
to  the  animal  appetites.  Under  thefe  circum fiances  we  need  not 
wonder  at  the  fubterfiiges  to  which  they  ran,  iince  it  is  never  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  conduct  of  perions  under  the  power  of  intoxica¬ 
tion,  or  the  opprdlion  of  guilt,  fiiould  be  perfectly  confifient 
with  the  rules  or  cool  reflection. 

There  is  one  circiimfiance  which  has  not  been  perhaps  fufiici- 
ently  attended  to,  namely,  that  they  w^e  ufid  to  expect  the  di¬ 
vine 
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Lome  glimmering  of  light ;  but  it  was  an  obfcure  revelation 
of  the  golpelj  and  was  not  made  to  Adam  or  Eve  dire&ly, 

but 

vine  Prefence,  and  that  probably  in  a  glorious  human  form  ;  this 
might  be  one  reafon  of  their  covering  their  nakednefs  now,  as  it 
was  immediately  after,  of  their  feeking  to  hide  their  perfons 
among  the  trees  of  the  garden.  However,  it  is  remarkable,  that 
the  cuftom  of  covering  the  private  parts  fliould  fo  generally  ob¬ 
tain,  even  among  barbarous  nations ;  an  entire  difufe  of  cloath- 
jng  in  both  lexes,  is,  perhaps,  no  where  prabtified,  except  where 
promiscuous  intercourie  is  alio  allowed,  and  men  and  women  cou¬ 
ple  like  the  brutes. 

The  materials  of  which  thefe  coverings,  which  we  call  6  aprons,’ 
and  feme,  liidicroufly,  breeches,  but  whLh  ought  to  be/ accor¬ 
ding  to  the  general  ufage  of  the  Hebrew  word  [njn]  and  the 
translations  of  the  LXX  and  Vulgate,  ,  irdlcs ; — the  materials  of 
thefe,  and  the  manner  of  manufacture,  have  afforded  plentiful 
enveriion  for  infidels,  but  without  the  leait  fliadow  of  reafon, 
fince  we  know  that  fui table  materials  are  produced  in  foreign 
countries,  and  manufactured  with  a  hmplicity  analogous  to  that 
01  theie  primitive  girdles.  We  allude  to  the  lewed  leaves,  which 
cover  our  tea  as  it  comes  in  chefts  from  the  Eaft  Indies. — —But 
fo  proceed, 

And  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking  in  the 
^  garden  in  the  cool  [Heb.  wzW]  of  the  day.’  We  have  little 
doubt  but  that  the  voice  they  fir II  heard  was  that  of  thunder, 
frequently  called  the  voice  of  God,  [See  Pf.  xxix.J  fir  It  murmur- 
mg  at  a  difiance,  afterward  approaching  nearer,  and  growing 
louder;  for  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  fame  word  [walking]  is  ap¬ 
plied  [Ex.  xix.  &  19.  in  the  Heb.]  by  a  beautiful  figure,  to  the 
found  of  the  celeftial  trumpet  at  the  delivery  of  the  law.  Hearing 
this,  which  had  never  founded  to  them  fo  awfully  before,  it  was 
extiemeiy  natural  tor  them,  in  their  prefent  Hate  of  guilty  con- 
fufion,  to  leek  to  hide  themfelves  among  the  trees  ;  a  method 
that  many  of  their  children  praCtile  to  this  day ;  for  nothing  is 
more  common  (though  dangerous)  than  for  perfons  to  run  among 
the  trees  in  a  thunder  florm.  This  happened,  as  the  original  cx^ 
piefieo  it,  in  the  4  wind  [nn]  of  the  day,’  /.  e.  the  evening  breeze ; 
viiul  now  might  that  powerful  element  fir  ft  put  on  its  terrors,  and 
double  the  iolemnity  of  the  divine  appearance. 

But  the  voice  ot  the  Lord,  a  voice  from  the  Shechinah,  [com¬ 
pare  John  xii.  28,  29.]  called  to  him,  c  Adam,  where  art  thou? 

4  And  he  faid,  I  heard  thy  voice  in  the  garden ;  and  I  was 
‘  afraid,  becaufe  I  was  naked,  and  I  hid  myfelf.’  Here  is  a  re¬ 
markable  inllance  ot  that  confufion  which  commonly  attends,  and 
often  betrays  a  guilty  confidence  :  this  confefiion  of  his  fear  and 
nakednefs  was  a  virtual  acknowledgement  of  his  crime;  as  we 
fee  by  the  following  reply  of  God  : 

L 


4  And 


I1 


H  ISTQRY  OF  R  EDEMPTIO  N. 


but  in  what  God  faid  to  the  ferpent.  It  was  however 
very  comprelienfive,  as  might  be  eaiily  fhown,  would  it 
not  take  up  too  much  time.  (qJ 

Here 


‘  And  he  faid,  Who  told  thee  that  thou  waft  naked  ?  Haft  thou 
*  eaten  of  the  tree  whereof  I  commanded  thee  that  thou  fttouldft 
4  not  eat  ?’  or  as  the  late  Dr.  Kennjcott  [Difiert.  on  the  Tree 
of  Life,  p.  50.]  t  ran  Hates  the  words  with  more  Ipirit  and  exabt- 
nel's,  4  What!  of  the  tree  which  I  commanded  thee  not  to  eat,  ol 
that  haft  thou  eaten  ?’  This  brings  Adam  to  a  farther,  but  not 
a  free,  confeilicn,  and  is  followed  by  a  lenience  on  them  both.  A 
fentenee,  however,  accompanied  by  the  promile  of  mercy,  which 
will  form  the  fubjebt  of  the  following  note.  [G.  E.] 

(qJ  The  fir  ft  promise  veas  very  comprchcnfivc*  To  compre-. 
bend  more  fully  the  nature  of  this  promife,  we  muft  review'  the 
whole  of  the  fentenee  palled  upon  the  ferpent,  in  which,  as  our 
author  obferves,  this  promife  is  included. 

The  punilhment  of  the  ferpent  was  exactly  fuited  to  the  nature 
of  the  cafe,  and  the  matter  of  fadt.  Satan  had  made  a  tool  of  the 
ferpent ;  this  therefore  was  degraded  to  the  dull,  and  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  in  a  peculiar  manner  as  the  enemy  of  mankind.  Many  conjec¬ 
tures  have  been  indulged  as  to  the  original  nature  of  the  ferpent  ; 
fome  of  which  are  ridiculous  as  well  as  groundlefs  :  but  the  text 
itfelf  implies,  that  in  confequence  of  the  divine  curfe  it  underwent 
a  change,  if  not  in  its  form,  at  leaft  in  its  manner  of  life  ;  poffibly 
it  wTas  originally  an  inhabitant  of  the  trees,  for  which  its  ftrudhire 
feems  very  convenient,  and  might  have  a  privilege,  which  feems 
to  have  been  denied  moft  other  animals,  [Gen.  1.  30.]  of  living 
upon  the  fruits  :  but  now,  faith  God,  4  Thou  art  curfed  above  all 
4  cattle,  and  above  every  beaft  of  the  held  ;  upon  thy  belly  lhalt 
4  thou  go,  and  dull  lhalt  thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life.  And  I 
4  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy 
4  feed  and  her  feed  ;  it  fliall  bruife  thy  head,  and  thou  lhalt  bruife 
4  his  heel.’  The  whole  of  this  has  befcn  literally  fulfilled  :  ferpents 
are  confined  to  the  ground  —  eating  the  duft  and  being  pecu¬ 
liarly  tine  lubjedts  of  human  averiion*  [Lee  Pliny  s  hs at.  Eliih 

vii.  2.] 

If  any  fhould  queftion  (and  fuch  is  the  temerity  of  many  the 
equity  of  God’s  thus  puniflring  a.  cieature  in  itielf  incapable  of  lin 
ing,  we  may  fnppoie,  with  Mr.  Stackhouse,  [Haft,  oi  the  Bible, 
BM.  ch.  hi.]  that  44  God  intended  this  debafement  of  it  [the  fer¬ 
pent]  not  fo  much  to  exprefs  his  indignation  againft  it,  as  to  make 
it  a  monument  of  man’s  apoftafy,  a  teftimony  of  his  difpleafure 
acrainft  fin,  and  an  inftru&ive  emblem  to  deter  all  future  ages  from 
the  commiffion  of  that  which  brought  fuch  vengeance  along  with 
it.  In  the  Levitical  law,  [Lev.  xx.  15.]  we  find,  that  if  a  man 

committed  anv  abomination  with  a  beaft,  the  beaft  was  to  be  Ham 
'  as 
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Here  was  an  intimation  of  a  merciful  defign  by  ‘  the  . 
feed  of  the  woman,’  which  was  like  the  firft  glimmer- 


i  lie's 


3s  well  as  the  man  ;  and,  by  parity  of  reafon,  the  ferpent  is  here 
puniflied  ;  if  not  to  ...  .  allay  the  triumph  of  the  devil,  by  feeing 
the  inftrument  of  his  iuccefs  fo  fliame fully  degraded,  at  lead  to 
remind  the  delinquents  themfelves  of  the  foulnefs  of  their  crime. — 
But  God  might  have  a  farther  defign  in  'this  degradation  of  the 
ferpent :  he^forefaw,  that  in  future  ages  Satan  would  have  a  pride 
in  abufing  this  very  creature,  to  .  .  .  .  eflablifh  the  vileft  idolatry.” 

- This  we  lhall  conlider  prefently. 

But  to  confine  this  pafiage  to  a  literal  fenfe  would  be,  as  Dean 
Sherlock  has  {hewn,  [Ufe  and  Intent  of  Prophecy,  Differ.  111.] 
exceedingly  ridiculous  ;  it  would  contain  hut  cold  Comfort  to  our 
firft  parents  in  their  diftrefs,  and  exhibit  the  pafiage  in  a  light  not 
only  unworthy  of  God,  but  of  Mofes,  or,  indeed,  as  Bifliop 
Newton  obferves,  of  u  any  fenfible  writer.”  [Differ.  I.  on  the 
Prophefies.]  We  fhall  therefore  proceed  to  the  figurative  and 
more  fublime  fenfe  in  which  it  is  above  explained. 

And  obferve,  i.  that  under  the  ferpent’s  name  the  curfe  is  here 
levelled  at  the  grand  enemy  of  mankind,  4  That  old  ferpent,  called 
4  the  Devil  and  Satan,  which  deceiveth  the  whole  world.7  [Rev, 
xii.  g.]  And  very  early  was  he  worfhipped  under  that  fi militude. 
Dr.  Gill  [on  Gen.  i’ii.  i.]  fays,  44  Taautus,  or  the  Egyptian 
Thoth,  [or  Hermes,  who,  by  the  bye,  is  fuppofed  to  have  lived 
before  the  flood]  was  the  firfi  that  attributed  deity  to  the  nature 
of  the  dragon  and  of  ferpents,  and  after  him  the  Egyptians  and 
Phoenicians  ;  the  Egyptian  god  Cnefb  was  a  ferpent  with  a  hawk’s 
head  ;  and  a  ferpent  with  the  Phoenicians  was  a  good  daemon  .... 
Herodotus  makes  mention  of  facred  ferpents  about  Thebes ;  and 
Alianus,  of  facred  dragons  ;  and  Juftin  Martyr  fays,  the  ferpent 
with  the  heathens  was  a  fymbol  of  all  that  were  reckoned  gods  by 
them,  and  they  were  painted  as  fuch  ;  and  wherever  ferpents  were 
painted,  according  to  Perfius,  it  was  a  plain  indication  that  it  was 
a  facred  place.  Serpents  were  facred  to  many  of  the  heathen  dei¬ 
ties,  who  were  worfhipped  either  in  the  form  of  one,  or  in  a 
real  one  ;  all  which  feem  to  take  their  rile  from  the  ufe  the  devil 
made  of  the  ferpent  in  deducing  our  firft  parents.”  And  to  this 
day  the  ferpent  is  a  favourite  divinity  among  many  of  the  Indian 
nations.  In  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  a  hog  which  had  by 
borne  means  killed  and  (wallowed  one  of  thefe  favourite  reptiles, 
in  the  country  of  the  Widalis,  fo  provoked  them,  that  the  mar- 
buts  (or  priells)  procured  a  general  daughter  of  the  fwine,  and  if 
the  king  had  not  loved  pork,  a  hog  had  not  been  lsft  in  Widah. 
[See  Hi  ft.  of  Jamaica,  Vol.  ii.  p.  379*] 

2.  If  the  ferpent  be  underftood  of  the  devil,  bis  feed  or  offspring 
will  very  properly  be  underftood  of  that  4  generation  of  vipers,7 
[Matt,  iih  7.]  whom  our  Lord  hi'mfelf  declared  to  be  of  their 
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ings  of  lignt  in  the  eafl  when  the  day  dawns.  This 
ill ti illation  of  mercy  was  given  before  fentence  was  pro¬ 
nounced 


.  ia|bei  the  de\il,  [John  viii.  44*]  who  fhewed  their  enmity 
in  all  the  periods  of  his  life,  and  wounded  his  heel,  in  nailing  him 
to  the  crofs,  who  was,  doubtlefs,  in  a  moil  remarkable  manner, 

3  \  ^ie  feed  of  the  woman.  Here  we  may  adopt  the  Apoflle 
Paul  a  expolition  oi  another  paffage,  in  which  the  fame  expreffion 
is  uled  :  c  He  laith  not  feeds,  as  of  many,  but  as  of  one — which 
*  is  Chrjftd  [Gal.  iii.  16.]  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  not  only  the 
generality  of  Chriftian  writers,  but  even  the  ancient  Jews,  both 
the  Jeunalem  I  argum  and  that  of  Jonathan,  befides  many  other 
famous  rabbies,  apply  the  paflage  to  the  times  and  perfon  of  the 
Meffiah.  [See  Helvicus  in  Protevang.  n.  64,  and,  from  him, 
Poole,  Synop.  crit.  in  loc.]  if  it  be  neceffary  to  underhand  the 
leed  of  the  woman  in  a  more  extenfive  fenfe,  to  correipond 
with  the  former  member  of  the  fentence,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  the  diiciples  of  Chriit  owe  the  fame  enmity  to  Satan  as  their 
mailer,  and  would  willingly,  as  they  are  able,  aflift  us  to  deflroy 
his  kingdom. 

4.  The  meaning  of  the  conflict,  here  exprefled  by  bruifing  the 
ferpent’s  head  and  the  Saviour’s  heel. 

To  under  Hand  this  metaphorical  languageit  fhould  be  obferved 
that  the  head  is  the  vulnerable  part  of  ferpents,  and  that  a  blow 
there  is  fatal  to  them  ;  whereas  a  wound  in  the  heel  is  to  a  man  of 
comparatively  fmall  confequence.  “  Bruifing  the  ferpent’s  head, 
fays  Dr.  Burnett  [Ser.  at  Boyle’s  Left.  Vol.iii.  p.  516.]  implies 
the  defeating  his  contrivances  again#  mankind.  For  (1.)  as  he 
thought  by  feducing  the  pair,  to  have  brought  on  their  death,  and 
io  have  made  an  end  of  the  whole  fpecies  at  once,  God  promifes 
that  the  woman  fhould  live  to  have  feed.  (2.)  As  he  feduced  the 
woman  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  friendfhip,  while  he  in¬ 
tended  her  ruin,  a  war  is  declared  againft  the  devil  and  his  party, 
which  fhould  end  in  the  ruin  of  them  and  their  devices.  And  (3.) 
as  the  devil  thought  by  drawing  them  intofin  and  under  the  wrath 
of  God,  to  bring  them  under  a  certainty  of  death,  and  deprive 
of  the  happinefs  they  were  made  for,  God  declares  that  the  de- 
viPs  policy  fnouki  be  defeated  by  the  feed  of  the  woman,  in  which 
is  implied  a  poll  five  promife — that  mankind,  though  by  the  envy 
of  the  devil  become  finful  and  therefore  mortal,  fhould  receive 
.  through  the  feed  of  the  woman,  forgivcnefs  of  fin ,  the  refurrediion- 
of  the  body,  and  life  emerlafing, '  ’ 

So  fpake  this  oracle,  then  verified 
When  Jesus,  fon  of  Mary,  fecond  Eve, 

Saw  Satan  fall  like  lightening  down  from  heaven, 

Prince  of  the  air  ;  then  rifing  from  his  grave 
SpoiPd  principalities  and  powers,  triumph’d 
In  open  fhow,  and  with  afcenfion  bright, 
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nomiced  <m  cither  Adam  or  Eve,  from  tendernefs  to 
them,  to  whom  God  deiigned  mercy,  left  they  ihould  he 
overborne  with  a  fentence  of  condemnation,  without 
having'  any  tiling  held  forth  whence  they  could  gather 
any  hope. 

One  of  thofe  great  things  that  were  intended  to  he 
done  by  the  work  of  redemption,  is'  more  plainly  inti¬ 
mated  here  than  the  reft,  viz.  God’s  fubduing  his  ene¬ 
mies  under  the  feet  of  his  Son.  This  was  threatened 

Eio w,  and  God’s  deiign  of  it  now  firft  declared.  This 

/ 

was  the  work  Chrift  had  now  undertaken,  which  he  fooii 
began,  has  carried  on,  and  will  accomplilh  at  the  end 
of  the  world.  Satan  probably  triumphed  greatly  in  the 
fall  of  man,  as  though  he  had  defeated  God’s  defigns : 
but  in  thefe  words  God  gives  him  a  plain  intimation* 
that  he  Ihould  not  finally  triumph,  but  that  a  complete 
victory  ihould  be  obtained  over  him  by  the  feed  of  the 
woman. 


Captivity  led  captive  through  the  air* 

The  realm  itfelf  of  Satan  long  ufurp’d, 
Whom  he  fnali  tread  at  lafi  under  our  feet.” 


[Par.  Loll:,  Book  x*] 

ft  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  however  that  our  parents  underflood  the 
ftrft  promife  to  the  extent  that  we  now  do  with  the  help  of  the  gob 
jpcl  revelation.  Milton  introduces  them  as  reafoning  upon  it 
m  this  manner  :  Eve,  having  hinted  the  defperate  meafure  of  dtu 
ilroying  themfelves,  Adam  replies, 

•  «  •  «  . . -  .  u  Let  us  feek 

Some  fafer  refolution,  which  methkiks 
I  have  in  view,  calling  to  mind  with  heed 
Part  of  our  fentence,  that  thy  feed  fhall  bruife 
The  ferpent’s  head ;  piteous  amends,  unlefs 
Be  meant,  whom  I  conjecture,  our  grand  foe, 

Satan,  who  in  the  ferpent  hath  contriv’d 
Again  ft  us  this  deceit:  to  crufti  his  head 
Would  be  revenge  indeed ;  which  will  be  loft 
By  death  brought  on  ourfelves,  or  childlefs  days 
Refolv’d,  as  thou  propofeft  *  fo  our  foe 
Shall  fcape  his  punifhment  ordain’d,  and  we 
Inftead  fhall  double  ours  upon  our  heads. 

Remember  with  what  mild 


And  gracious  temper  he  both  heard  and  judgM 

Without  wrath  or  reviling.”  „  ,  „  Par,  Loft.  Book  x,  [G,  E.j 


This 


e  *  + 


1  nis  revelation  of  the  gofpel  was  the  firft:  tiling  that 
Chrift  did  in  his  prophetical  office*  You  may  remem¬ 
ber,  that  it  was  faid  m  the  firfl  of  our  three  propohtions 
that  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrill, 
God  was  doing  thofe  things  which  were  preparatory  to 
Chrift’ s  coming  and  working  out  redemption,  and  fore¬ 
runners  and  earnefts  of  it.  And  one  of  thofe  things 
which  God  did  in  this  time  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift’s 
corning  into  the  world,  was  to  foretel  and  promife  it, 
as  he  did  from  time  to  time,  from  age  to  age,  till  Chrift 
came.  This  was  the  iirft  promife  given,  the  firft  pre¬ 
diction  made  of  it  upon  the  earth* 

3.  Soon  after  this,  the  cuftom  of  facrificing  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  to  be  a  Handing  type  of  the  facrifice  of  Chrift 
till  he  fhould  come,  and  offer  up  himfelf  to  God.  [r] 
Sacrificing  was  not  a  cuftom  firft  eftablifhed  by  the  Levi- 

tical 

(r)  Sacrifices  originally  appointed  ly  God .  Our  author’s  ar¬ 
guments  in  fupport  of  this  proportion,  though  concife,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  forcible  ;  but  in  an  article  of  this  importance,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  ftrengthen  them  with  the  following  obfervhtions 
from  another  author  of  confiderable  refpeffability  in  the  learned 
world  : 

cc  That  animal  facrifices  were  not  infHtuted  by  man  fee  ms  ex¬ 
tremely  evident— from  the  acknowledged  unlverfallty  of  the  prac¬ 
tice — from  the  wonderful  famenefs  of  the  manner,  in  which  the 
whole  world  offered  thefe  facrifices  ;  and  from  that  merit  and  ex¬ 
piation,  which  were  conftantly  fuppofecl  in,  and  to  be  effected  by 
them. 

“  Now  human  reafon,  even  among  the  mo  ft  ftrenuous  oppo¬ 
nents  of  the  divine  inftitutions,  is  allowed  co  be  incapable  of  point¬ 
ing  out  the  leaft  natural  fitnefs  or  congruity  between  Blood  and 
Atonement ;  between  killing  of  God’s  creatures,  and  the  receiv¬ 
ing  a  pardon  for  the  violation  of  God’s  laws.  This  confequence 
of  facrifices  when  properly  offered,  was  the  invariable  opinion  of 
the  Heathens ;  but  not  the  whole  of  their  opinion  in  this  matter  : 
for  they  had  alfo  a  traditionary  belief  among  them,  that  thefe  ani¬ 
mal  facrifices  were  not  only  expiations  but  vicarious  commutations 
and  fubflituted  fatis  faff  ions,  and  they  called  the  animals  fo  offered, 
[their  avTiftwya  or]  theranfoms  of  their  fouls. 

But  if  thefe  notions  are  fo  remote  from,  nay  fo  contrary  to,  any 
lefTon  that  nature  teaches,  as  they  confefiedly  are  ;  how  came  the 
whole  world  to  praftife  the  rites  founded  upon  them  ?  It  is  certain 
that  the  wifeft  heathens — Pythagoras,  Plato,  Porphyry,  and  others, 
flighted  the  religion  of  finch  facrifices  $  and  wondered,  how  an  in- 

*  "  ftitution 
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tical  law ;  for  it  had  been  a  part  of  God’s  inffituted 
worfhip  long  before,  even  from  the  beginning  of  God’s 

vifible 


ftitution  fo  difmal  (as  it  appeared  to  them)  and  fo  big  with  abfur- 
clity,  could  diffufe  ltfelf  through  the  world. 

“  An  advocate  tor  the  fufficiency  of  reafon  [Tindall]  fuppofes — - 
the  abfurdity  prevailed  by  degrees  ;  and  the  priefts,  who  (hared 
with  their  ends,  and  referved  the  belt  bits  for  themfelves,  had  the 

Q  '  ' 

chief  hand  in  this  gainful  fuperftition.  But  it  may  well  be  allied  ; 
who  were  the  prieffs  in  the  days  of  Cain  and  Abel  2  Or  what  gain 
could  this  fuperftition  be  to  them,  when  the  one  gave  away  his 
fruits,  and  the  other  his  animal  facrifice,  without  being  at  liberty 
to  tafte  the  leaft  part  of  it  ?  And  .  .  .  .  it  is  worth  remarking,  that 
what  this  author  wittily  calls  the  bejl  bits ,  and  appropriates  to  the 
prieffs,  appear  to  have  been  the  (kin  of  the  burnt  ottering  among 
the  Jews,  and  the  (kin  and  feet  among  the  Heathens. 

^  Dr.  Spencer  obferves  [De  Leg.  Heb.  Lib.  iii.  §2.]  that  ia- 
crifices  were  looked  upon  as  gifts,  and  that  the  general  opinion 
was — that  gifts  would  have  the  fame  effeef  with  God  as  with  man  ; 
would  appeafe  Wrath,  conciliate  favour  with  the  Deity,  and  teffify 
the  gratitude  and  affedtion  of  the  facrificer  ;  and  that  from  this 
principle  proceeded  expiatory,  precatory,  and  euchariftical  offer¬ 
ings.  This  is  all  that  is  pretended  from  natural  light  to  countenance 
this  praHice.  But  how  well  foever  the  comparifon  may  be  thought 
to  hold  between  facrifices  and  gifts,  yet  the  opinion  that  facrifices 
would  prevail  with  God,  mud  proceed  from  an  obfervation  that 
gifts  had  prevailed  with  men  ;  an  obfervation  this  which  Cain  and 
Abel  had  little  opportunity  of  making.  And,  if  the  coats  of  (kin, 
which  God  directed  Adam  to  make,  were  the  remains  of  facrifices, 
fure  Adam  could  not  facrifice  from  this  obfervation,  when  there 
were  no  fubjedts  in  the  world  upon  which  he  could  make  thefe  ob¬ 
fervation  s.”  [Kennicott’s  2d  Dilfert.  on  the  Offerings  of  Cain 
and  Abel.  p.  201,  &c.] 

But  the  grand  objebtion  to  the  divine  origin  of  facrifices  is 
drawn  from  the  fcriptures  themfelves,  particularly  the  following, 
JJer.  vii.  22,  23.]  ‘  I  fpake  not  to  your  fathers,  nor  commanded 
1  them,  at  the  time  that  I  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of 
c  Egypt,  concerning  the  matters  of  burnt  offering  or  facrifice ; 
4  but  only  this  very  thing  commanded  I  them,  faying,  Obey  my 
c  voice,  and  I  veil'  be  your  God,  and  ye  fall  be  my  peopled  The 
ingenious  writer  above  referred  to  accounts  for  this  paffage 
[pages  153  and  209]  by  referring  to  the  tranfabtion  at  Marah, 
[Exod.  xv.  23 — 26]  at  which  time  God  fpake  nothing  concern¬ 
ing  facrifices  :  it  certainly  cannot  be  intended  to  contradibt  the 
whole  book  of  Leviticus,  which  is  full  of  fuch  appointments. 
Another  learned  author,  to  account  for  the  above  and  other  fimi- 
Iar  paffages,  obferves,  “  The  Jews  were  diligent  in  performing 
the  external  fer vices  of  religion  ;  in  offering  prayers,  incenfe,  fa¬ 
ct  ifices* 


Viflblc  church  on  earth.  We  read  of  the  patriarchs, 
Abraham,  liaac,  and  Jacob,  offering  facrifice,  and  even 
before  them  Noah.  and  Abel:  and  this  was  by  divine  ap¬ 
pointment  ;  for  it  was  part  of  God's  worihip  in  his 
church,  and  that  which  he  accepted,  when  offered  up  rn 
faith  ;  which  proves  it  was  by  his  inftitution,  for  facri- 
ficing  is  no  part  of  natural  worfhip.  The  light  of  na¬ 
ture  doth  not  teach  men  to  offer  beafts  in  facrifice  to 
God  ;  and  feeing  it  was  not  enjoined  by  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture,  if  it  was  acceptable  to  God,  it  muff  be  by  feme  poll- 
live  command  or  inftitution  r  for  God  has  declared  his 
abhorrence  of  inch  worfhip  as  is  taught  by  the  precept 
of  men  without  his  appointment;  [  I  fa,  xxix,  *13,} 
6  Wherefore  the  Lord  faith,  Forafmuch  as  this  people 
4  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth,  and  with  tlieir  lips  do 

*  honour  me,  but  have  removed  their  heart  far  from  me, 

*  and  their  fear  towards  me  is  taught  by  the  precepts 

*  of  men,  therefore  behold  I  will  proceed  to  do  a  mar- 

*  vellous  work,7  &c>  And  fuch  worihip  as  hath  not  a 
warrant  from  divine  inftitution,  cannot  be  offered  up  111 

crifices,  oblations :  but  thefe  prayers  were  not  offered  with  faith  ; 
and  their  oblations  were  made  more  frequently  to  their  idols,  than 
to  the  God  of  their  fathers.  The  Hebrew  idiom  excludes  with  a 
general  negative,  in  a  comparative  fenfe,  one  of  two  objects  op- 
poled  to  one  another  ;  thus,  4  I  will  have  mercy  and  not  facrifice.’ 
[Hoi,  vi.  6.]  4  For  I  fpake  not  to  your  fathers,  nor  commanded 

*  them - concerning  burnt  offerings  orfacrifices ;  but  this  thing 

4  I  commanded  them,  faying,  Obey  my  voice”'  [Lowth  in  Ifa. 
xliii.  22 — 24.]  The  ingenious  Dr.  Doddridge  remarks,  that 
according  to  the  genius  of  the  Hebrew  language,  one  thing  feems 
to  be  forbidden,  and  another  commanded,  when  the  meaning  only 
is,  that  the  latter  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  the  former.  The 
text  before  us  is  a  remarkable  in  fiance  of  this  ;  as  likewife  Joel  ii. 
13., — Matt.  vi.  19,  20. — John  vi.  27. — Luke  xii.  4,  5. — and  Col. 
lib  2.  And  it  is  evident  that  Gen.  xlv.  8.—- Ex.  xvi.  8. — Tohn  v. 
30 — vii.  19,  and  many  other  paffages  are  to  be  expounded  in  the 
fame  comparative  fenfe.  [Paraph,  on  New  Tefi.  §  xlix.J  So  that 
the  whole  may  be  refolved  into  the  apothegm  of  the  wife  man, 
[Prov.  xxi.  3.]  4  To  do  jufiice  and  judgement  is  more  accep- 

4.  table  to  the  Lord  than  facrifice.5 - —Sacrificing  appointed  to  be 

a  Jlanding  type  of  Chrfi .  This  will  partly  appear  in  the  two 
following  notes  on  the  fir  ft  facrifices,  and  more  fully  when  we 
come  to  confider  the  Mofaic  inftitutions,  [J.  N.} 

faith  ; 
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Liith  ;  becaule  faith  has  no  foundation  where  there  is  no 
divine  appointment;  It  cannot  be  offered  up  in  faith 
©r  God  s  acceptance  ;  for  man  hath  no  warrant  to  hope 
for  God’s  acceptance  in  that  which  is  not  of  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  to  which  he  hath  not  promifed  his  acceptance; 
and  therefore  it  follows,  that  the  cuftom  of  offering  fa- 
Crifices  to  God  was  inflititted  foon  after  the  fall  ;  for  the 
fcripture  teaches  us,  that  Abel  offered  4  the  firftlings  of 
lus  flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof,’  [Gen.  iv.  4.]  and 
that  he  was  accepted  of  God  in  this  offering,  [Heb.  xi.  4.] 
And  there  is  nothing  in  the  ftory  that  looks  as  though 
the  inftitution  was  fir  if  given  when  Abel  offered  up  that 
facrifice  to  God  ;  but  it  appears  as  though  he  only  there¬ 
in  complied  with  a  cuftom  already  eftablifhed.  (s) 

It 


(s)  AnJ  Abel  offered  the  flrfl lings  of  his  flocks,  &c.)  As  this 
the  firft  in  fiance  of  facrifice,  and  even  of  religious  worfhip,  re¬ 
corded  in  lcripture,  and  was  attended  with  conlequences  fo  lingu¬ 
lar  and  important,  we  cannot  pafs  it  over  without  examination ; 
and  as  a  learned  author  above  cited,  [Dr.  Kennicott]  has  be¬ 
llowed  uncommon  pains  on  this  fubjeft,  we  flatter  ourfelves  our 
readers  will  be  gratified  by  being  prefented  with  the  fubftance  of 
his  excellent  diflertation. 


Di.  Kennicott  introduces  his  hypothefis  with  obferving  the  dif¬ 
ferent  characters  and  employments  of  the  two  brothers :  4  Abel 
‘  was  a  keeper  of  flieep,  but  Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground  f  the 
one,  as  Lord  Bacon  expreffes  it,  devoted  to  the  adllve,  the  other 
to  the  contemplative ,  fcenes  of  life. 

And  in  procels  of  time  •  Heb.  at  the  end  of  days  ;  that  is*  as 
our  author  endeavours  at  large  to  prove,  at  the  end  of  the  week, 
on  the  Lb  bath  day,  poffibly  the  firft  after  they  had  become  the 
heads  of  families,  and  entitled  to  offer  facrifices,  as  was  the  patri- 
aichal  manner,  each  as  the  prieft  of  his  own  family  —  4  It  came  to 
t  Pa^  that  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground,  an  offering  to 
tne  Lord.  It  is  of  importance  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Hebrew 
word  rendered  an  offering,  is  mincha  [nm»]  which  Dr.  K.  ex- 
p  ains  from  divine  authority  to  be  an  offering  of fine  flour  minfled 
™ith  od  franhncenfe,  [Lev.  ii.  1,  &c.]  This  our  tranilators 
commonly  call  a  meat *  but  might  more  properly  be  called  a  bread 
otteimg*  Here  our  author  obferves  a  very  fingular  mode  of  ex^ 
preilion,  which  he  apprehends  elliptical,  and  fupplying  the  neceft 
%0lds’  t  ran  hates  the  paffage  literally  thus,  4  Cain  brought  of 
t  r  le  .}  fhe  flrourJd  a  mincha  to  Jehovah  ;  and  Abel  brought 
[a  mvba]  he  alfo  [brought]  of  the  firftlings  of  his  flocks,  a°nd 

II  fC 
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It  is  very  probable  that  facrifice  was  inftituted  imme¬ 
diately  after  God  had  revealed  the  covenant  of  grace  ; 
[in  Gen.  iii.  15.]  which  covenant  and  promife  was  the 

6  of  their  fat,’  or  rather  «  of  the  fatteft  of  them.’ — Then  it  fol¬ 
lows — ‘  And  Jehovah  had  refpedt  to  Abel,  and  to  his  mincha  ;  but 
^  to  Cain  and  his  mincha  he  had  not  reipebt.’  Now  if  this  tranfla- 
tion  be  juft,  or  the  word  mincha  be  rightly  explained,  it  neceffarily 
follows  that  Abel  offered  a  mincha ,  or  meat  offering,  as  well  as 
Cain,  together  with  a  facrifice,  which  Cain  did  not  offer. 

>  The  matter,  in  fliort,  feems  to  be  this,  Cain  came,  like  a  felf- 
righteous  Phariiee,  with  a  4  God,  I  thank  thee,5  to  the  Author  of 
Nature,  and  the  God  of  Providence  ;  Abel  was  no  lets  fenfible  of 
thele  obligations,  and  therefore  brought  his  mincha  as  well  as 
Cain  ;  but  being  humbled  under  a  conviction  of  his  own  frailty 
and  unworthinels,  he  alio  brings  an  animal  facrifice,  fmites  upon 
his  bread,  and  cries,  4  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner.’  Not 
only  fo,  but  Abel  looked  by  faith  through  the  bleeding  type  to 
the  great  atonement  it  prefigured  :  Cain  rejected  this  ;  and  being 
ignorant  of  God’s  righteoufnefs,  went  about  to  eftablifh  his  own. 

This  reprefentation  (which  as  we  faid  is  Dr.  Kennicott’s) 
appears  to  us  not  only  ingenious  and  juft,  but  has  the  advantage 
of  being  beautifully  confident  with  the  New  Teftament.  Here 
we  fee  how  it  was  that  4  by  faith’  in  the  promifed  feed,  4  Abel  of- 
4  fered  to  God,’  not  only  4  a  more  excellent,'  but  as  the  Greek 
[^rXsiova.]  imports,  a  fuller ,  a  more  complete  facrifice  than  Cain ; 
and  it  was  on  this  account  that  God  had  refpebt,  firft  to  Abel,  and 
fecondly,  to  his  offering.  We  alfo  learn  from  this  review  of  the 
fubjebt,  what  was  the  error  of  Cain,  which  the  apoftle  Jude  al¬ 
ludes  to,  namely,  an  enmity  againft  God’s  method  of  falvation. 

This  leads  us  to  remark  the  different  condudt  of  the  two  bro¬ 
thers  fubfeqnent  to  their  offering.  Moles  informs  us,  that  4  Cain 
1  was  very  wrath,  and  his  countenance  fell,’  the  ufual  fign  of  a 
bafe  and  malicious  heart.  4  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Cain,’ — con- 
defcended  to  reafon  with  him,  probably  by  means  of  the  divine 
Shekinah — 4  Why  art  thou  wrath,  and  why  is  thy  countenance 
*  fallen  ?  If  thou  doft  well,  fhalt  thou  not  be  accepted  ?’  Or  ra¬ 
ther,  if  thou  hadft  done  well,  fhouldeft  thou  not  have  been  accept¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  manner  (whatever  that  might  be)  as  Abel  thy 
brother  ?  4  And  if  thou  doft  not  well,’  or  haft  not  done  well — - 
*•  fm  lieth  at  the  door,’  the  fault  is  thine. 

But  Kennicott,  Park  hurst,  and  many  other  critics,  render 
the  lift  phrafe  (as  the  word  [rtf  ton]  nmft  often  be  taken)  4  a  fin * 
offering  lieth  (coucheth)  at  the  door.  In  this  view  they  point  out, 
not  only  the  reafon  of  his  non-acceptance,  but  alfo  the  remedy — 
namely,  to  take  a  facrifice,  and  offer  it  in  faith,  as  his  brother  had 
before  done*  [I*  N.l 

n  foun- 
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foundation  on  which  the  cuftom  of  facrificing  was  built. 
That  promile  was  the  firft  Hone  that  was  laid  toward 
this  glorious  building,  the  work  of  redemption,  which 
will  be  finifhed  at  the  end  of  the  world.  And  the  next 
ftone  which  was  laid  upon  that,  was  the  inftitution  of 
facrifices,  to  be  a  type  of  the  great  atonement. 

The  next  tiling  that  we  have  an  account  of,  after  God 
Jiad  pronounced  fentence  on  the  ferpent,  on  the  woman, 
and  on  the  man,  was,  that  God  made  them  coats  of 
Ikins,  and  cloathed  them  ;  which,  by  the  generality  of 
divines,  are  thought  to  be  the  lkins  of  beafls  flain  in 
facrifice  ;  for  we  have  no  account  of  any  thing  elfe  that 
fhould  be  the  occafion  of  men  flaying  beafls,  but  only 
to  offer  them  in  facrifices,  till  after  the  flood.  Men 
were  not  till  then  allowed  to  eat  the  flefh  of  beafls.  The 
food  of  man  before  the  fall,  was  the  fruit  of  the  trees  of 
paradile  ;  and  when  he  was  turned  out  of  paradife  after 
the  fall,  his  rood  was  the  herb  of  the  field  :  [Gen.  iii.  i  8.  J 
And  thou  flialt  eat  of  the  herb  of  the  field.’  The  firft 
grant  that  he  had  to  eat  flefh  as  his  common  food 
was  after  the  flood  :  [Gen.  xi.  3.]  c  Every  moving  thing 
that  liveth  final  1  be  meat  for  you  *.  even  as  the  green  herb 
<  Rave  I  given  you  all  things.’  So  that  it  is  likely  that 
thefe  ikins  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  cloathed  with,  were 
the  fkins  of  their  facrifices.  God’s  cloathing  them  with 
thele  was  a  lively  figure  of  their  being  cloathed  with 
the  1  ighteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  This  cloathing  was  not 
of  their  own  obtaining  ;  but  it  was  God  that  gave  it 
them.  It  is  faid,  ‘  God  made  them  coats  of  fkins,  and 
cloathed  them,’  [Gen.  xiii.  21.]  as  the  righteoufnefs  our 
naked  fouls  are  cloathed  with,  is  not  our  righteoufnefs 
but  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God.  It  is  he  alone 
that  cloaths  the  naked  foul,  (t) 

Our 

1 

,  .  (p. made  tf,em  ™ats  of  skins,  and  cloathed  them.  “  God 
V  j  !  f'n'mfties  them  with  apparel.  Animals  are  (lain,  not  for 
food,  but  facrifice  ;  and  the  naked  critninals  are  arrayed  with  the 
ik.ns  of  thofe  flaughtered  beafls.  The  viftims  figured  the  expia- 
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Our  fir  ft  parents,  who  were  naked,  were  cloathed  at 
the  expence  of  life.  Bealls  wTere  {lain  to  afford  them 
cloathing.  So  Chrift  died  to  afford  cloathing  to  our 
naked  fouis,  1  hus  our  firfl  parents  were  covered  with 
ikins  or  facrifices,  as  the  tabernacle  in  the  wildernefs, 
which  fignified  the  church,  was,  when  it  wTas  covered 
with  rams  fkins  died  red,  as  though  they  were  dipped  in 
blood,  to  fignify  that  Chrift’s  righteouftiefs  was  wrought 
out  through  the  pains  of  death,  under  which  he  fhed  his 
precious  blood. 

We  obferved  before,  that  the  light  which  the  church 
enjoyed  from  the  fall  of  man  till  Chrift  came,  was  like 
the  light  which  we  enjoy  in  the  night  ;  not  the  light  of 
the  full  dire&ly,  but  as  reflecting  from  the  moon  and 
planets  ;  which  light  did  forefhow  Chrift,  the  Sun  of 
righteoufnefs  which  was  afterwards  to  arife.  This  light 
they  had  chiefly  two  ways  :  one  was  by  predictions  of 
Chrift,  wherein  his  coming  was  foretold  and  promifed  ; 
the  other  by  types  and  fhadows,  in  which  his  coming 
and  redemption  were  prefigured.  The  firfl  thing  that 
was  done  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrift  in  the  former  of 
tliefe  ways,  was  in  the  promife  above  confidered  ;  and 
the  firfl  thing  of  the  latter  kind,  viz.  of  types,  was  the 
inflitution  of  facrifices.  As  that  promife  [Gen.  iii.  15.] 
was  the  firfl  dawn  of  gofpel  light  after  the  fall  in  pro¬ 
phecy  ;  fo  this  inflitution  was  the  firfl' hint  of  it  in 
types.  The  giving  of  that  promife  was  the  firfl  thing 
done  after  the  fall  in  this  work,  in  Chrift’s  prophetical 
office  ;  the  inflitution  of  facrifices  was  the  firfl  thing  that 
we  read  of  after  the  fall,  by  which  Qhrift  exhibited 
himfelf  in  his  prieftly  offiqe, 

tion  of  Chrifl’s  death  ;  the  cloathing  typified  the  imputation  of 
his  righteoufnefs,  which  is  upon  all  them  who  believe .”  [Rom.  iii, 

22.] - [Hervey’s  Theron  and  Afpafio,  vol.  ii.  lett.  4.] 

44  Nor  he  their  outward  only,  with  the  fkins 
Of  beafls,  but  inward  nakednefs  (much  more 
Opp  robrious !  )  with  his  robe  of  righteoufnefs 
Arraying,  cover'd  from  his  Father’s  fight.” 

[Milton’s  Par.  Loft.  Book  x.] 

Ther 
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The  inflitution  of  facrifices  was  a  great  thing  done 
towards  preparing  the  way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  and 
working  out  redemption.  For  the  facrifices  of  the  Old 
Teflament  were  the  principal  of  all  the  Old  Teftament 
types  of  Chrift  and  his  redemption  ;  and  it  tended  to 
eftablifh  in  the  minds  of  God’s  vifible  church  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  propitiatory  facrifice,  in  order  to  the  Deity's 
being  fatisfied  for  fin  ;  and  lo  prepared  the  way  for  the 
reception  of  the  glorious  gofptl  that  reveals  the  great 
facrifice,  not  only  in  the  vifible  church,  but,  through  the 
world  of  mankind.  For  from  fhis  inflitution  of  faerie 
fees  after  the  fall,  all  nations  derived  the  fame  cuftom. 
No  nation,  however  barbarous,  has  been  found  without 
it  any  where.  This  is  a  great  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
revealed  religion  ;  for  no  nation,  but  only  the  Jews, 
could  tell  how  they  came  by  this  cuftom,  or  to  what  pur- 
pofe  it  was  to  offer  facrifices  to  their  deities.  The  light 
of  nature  did  not  teach  them  any  fuch  thing.  That  did 
not  teaefi  them  that  the  gods  were  hungry,  and  fed  upon 
the  flefh  which  they  burnt  in  facrifice  ;  and  yet  they  ail 
had  this  cuftom  ;  of  which  no  other  account  can  be- 
given,  but  that  they  derived  it  from  Noah,  who  had  it 
from  his  anceftors,  on  whom  God  had  enjoined  it  as  ^ 
type  of  the  great  facrifice  of  Chrift.  However,  by  this 
means  all  nations  of  the  world  had  their  minds  poffefted 
with  this  notion,  that  an  atonement  or  facrifice  for  fin 
was  neseflary;  and  a  way  was  made  for  their  more  readily 
receiving  that  great  do&rine  of  the  gofpel,  which  teaches 
us  the  atonement  and  facrifice  of  Chrift. 

4.  God  foon  after  the  fall  a&ualiy  began  to  fave  the 
fouls  of  men  through  Chrift’s  redemption.  In  this,  Chrift 
who  had  lately  taken  upon  him  the  work  of  Mediator  be¬ 
tween  God  gnd  man,  did  firft  begin  to  exercife  his  kingly 
office.  In  the  firft  prediction  the  light  of  Chrift’s  re¬ 
demption  firft  began  to  dawn  in  the  prophecies  of  it  ;  in 
the  inflitution  of  facrifices  it  firft  began  to  dawn  in  the 
types  of  it;  in  his  beginning  adlually  to  fave  men,  it  firft 
Jiegan  to  dawn  in  the  fruit  of  it. 
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It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  the 
frill  fruits  of  Clinic  s  redemption  ;  (u)  it  is  probable  by 
Ood  a  ma.miei  oi  treaUng  them  ;  by  his  comforting  them 


^  (U>  Adam  and  Eve  the  first  fruits  of  ChriJFs  redemption , 
i Lf o n  has  lo  beautifully  and  evangelically  illuftrated  this  flip¬ 
ped!  t  ion,  that  we  cannot  refill  the  temptation  of  again  introducing 
•bur  favourite  commentator.  v 

•  *  •  u  They  forthwith  to  the  place 
Repairing  where  he  judg’d  them,  proftrate  fell 
Before  him  reverent,  and  both  confefs’d 
Humbly  their  faults,  and  pardon  begg’d,  with  tears 
Watering  the  ground,  and  with  their  iighs  the  air 
Frequenting,  lent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  hgo 
Of  for  row  unfeign’d,  and  humiliation  meek, 

f®'*  •  *  *  •  »<»-9 

4i  Thus  they  in  lowlieft  plight  repentant  flood 
Fraying  ;  for  from  the  mercy-feat  above 
Prevenient  grace  defeending  had  remov’d 
The  ilony  from  their  hearts,  and  made  new  fleflt 
Regenerate  growynftead,  that  iighs  now  breath’d 
Unutterable,  which  the  Spirit  of  prayer 
InfpirM,  and  wing’d  for  heav’n  with  fpeedier  Sight 
Than  londeft  oratory 

. . •  .  To  heav’n  their  pray  As 

flew  up,  nor  mifs’d  the  way,  by  envious  winds 
Blown  vagabond  or  f ruff  rate ;  in  they  pafs’d 
Dimenfionlefs  thro’  heav’nly  doors  ;  then  clad 
With  incenfe,  where  the  golden  altar  fimrid. 

By  their  great  InterceiTor,  came  in  fight 
Before  the  Father’s  throne  :  them  the  glad  Son 
Freienting,  thus  to  intercede  began  : 

See,  Father,  what  firft  fruits  on  earth  are  fprtm? 

From  thy  implanted  grace  in  man,  thefe  Iighs 
And  pray  As,  which  in  this  golden  cenfor,  mix’d 
With  incenfe,  I  thy  prieft  before  thee  bring  ; 

Fruits  of  more  pleafing  favour  from  thy  feed 
Sown  with  contrition  in  his  heart,  than  thofe 
'Which  his  own  hand  manuring  all  the  trees 
Of  Faradife  could  have  produc’d,  ere  fall’n 
From  innocence.  Now  therefore  bend  thine  ear 
To  fupplication ;  hear  his  fighs  though  mute, 

Unfkilful  with  what  words  to  pray,  let  me 
Interpret  for  him,  me  his  advocate 
And  propitiation  •  all  his  works  on  me, 

Good  or  not  good,  ingraft ;  my  merit  thofe 
Shall  perfect,  and  for  thefe  my  death  pay.” 

[Par,  Loft.  Book  x,  xh] 

'  as 


* 
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as  he  did,  after  their  awakenings  and  terrors.  They 
were  awakened,  and  afhamed  with  a  fenfe  of  their  guilt, 
after  their  fall,  when  their  eyes  were  opened,  and  they 
faw  that  they  were  naked  and  fewed  fir-leaves  to  cover 

J  o 

their  naked nefs  ;  like  the  finner  who  under  his  firft  con- 
vision  endeavours  to  hide  the  naked  nefs  of  his  foul  by  a 
righteoufnefs  of  his  own.  Then  they  were  farther  awak¬ 
ened  and  terrified  by  hearing  the  voice  of  God,  as  he 
was  coming  to  judge  them.  Their  coverings  of  fig-leaves 
would  not  anfwer  their  purpofe  ;  for  notwithflanding; 
thefe,  they  ran  to  hide  themfelves  among  the  trees  of  the 
garden,  not  daring  to  trull  to  their  fig-leaves  to  hide 
their  naked  nefs  from  God.  Then  they  were  farther 
awakened  by  God’s  calling  them  to  a  ilridl  account. 
But  while  their  terrors  were  raifed  to  fuch  a  height, 
and  they  flood,  as  we  may  fuppofe,  trembling  and  afro- 
milled  before  their  judge,  without  any  thing  to  catch 
hold  of,  whence  they  could  gather  hope;  then  God  conde- 
fcended  to  hold  forth  fome  encouragement  to  them,  to 
keep  them  from  the  dreadful  effects  of  defpair  under  their 
awakenings,  by  giving  a  hint  of  a  delign  of  mercy  by  a 
Saviour,  even  before  he  pronounced  fentenoe  againft 
tnem.  And  when,  after  this,  he  proceeded  to  pronounce 
Sentence,  whereby  we  may  fuppofe  their  terrors  were  far¬ 
ther  raifed,  God  was  pleafed  to  encourage  them,  and  to  let 
them  ice  that  he  had  not  wholly  call  them  off,  bv  taking; 
a  fatherly  care  of  them,  making  them  coats  of  fkins  and 
cloathing  them.  This  alfo  manifefted  an  acceptance  of 
thofe  facrifices  offered  to  God,  (of  which  thefe  were  the 
ffms)  which  were  types  of  what  God  had  pro  mi  fed, 
when  he  faid,  *  the  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruife 
*  the  fer pent’s  head  which  promife,  there  is  reafon 
to  think,  they  believed  and  embraced.  Ere  feemj 
plainly  to  exprefs  her  hopes  in,  and  dependence  on,  that 
promife,  in  what  (he  fays  at  the  birth  of  Cain,  [Gem 
iv.  i .  ]  6  I  have  gotten  a  man  from  the  Lord  /.  e.  as 
food  has  promifed,  that  my  feed  fiiould'  bruife  the  fer- 
pent  s  head  ;  fo  now  has  God  given  me  this  pledge  and 
token  ot  it,  that  I  have  a  feed  botn.  She* plainly  owns? 

that 
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tnat  this  her  child  was  from  God,  and  hoped  that  he? 
promiled  feed  was  to  be  this  her  eldelf  fon  ;  though  fhe 
was  miftaken,  as  Abraham  was  with  refpeft  to  Ilhmael, 
as  Jacob  with  refpeft  to  Efau,  and  as  Samuel  with  refpefit 
to  the  firil-born  of  JelTe.  (w)  Alfo  what  fhe  faid  at 
tlie  birth  of  Seth,  expreffes  her  hope  and  dependence 

on 

(w)  I  have  gotten  a  man  from  the  Lord.']  The  uncertain  inv* 
port  ot  the  Hebrew  particle  eth  [n«]  here  tranflated  from,  has  oc- 
cahoned  this  text  to  receive  a  great  variety  of  interpretations,  moll 
ot  which  may  be  leen  in  Mr.  Poole’s  elaborate  work.  [Syn.  Crit. 
m  Joe.]  But  when  we  fee  twenty  or  thirty  meanings,  many  of 
them  inconilftent  with  each  other,  applied  to  one  particle,  as  the 
lexicographers  have  done  to  this,  [See  Taylor’s  Heb.  Concord.1 

we  cannot  help  lulpecting  that  they  are  unneceffarily  and  im pro- 
perly  multiplied.  "  1 

The  root  whence  this  particle  is  evidently  derived,  [See  Park- 
TiL  Rsr  in  nrm]  hgnihes  to  approach,  co?tie  unto,  and  if  the  fame 
idea  mould  be  preferved  in  all  the  lenles  of  the  particle,  as  we  ap¬ 
prehend  in  fome  degree  it  fliould,  the  common  tranflation  muff 
be  given  up.  And  after  examining  a  great  number  of  paifao-es  in 
fhe  original  icriptures,  particularly  thofe  which  were  moft  perti¬ 
nent  to  our  purpofe,  we  are  fatisfied,  that,  if  it  is  not  to  be  taken 
as  merely  an  article  of  the  accufative  cafe  (which  we  much  doubt 
whether  the  language  will  admit)  that  it  may  be  refolved  into  fome 
or  other  of  the  following  fenfes : 

i.  Accoiding  to  the  radical  idea,  to ,  unto ,  belongin'  to,  towards* 

Tie  cur,  with,  upon,  and  the  like. 

Or,  2.  it  may  be  rendered  as  an  emphatic  article,  the,  the  very 
fub fiance  of  a  thing,  (according  to  the  Latin  proverb,  Proximus 
fum  ego?nct  mihi  ;)  in  which  cafe  it  may  often  be  tranflated  even,  or 
as  a  pronoun,  that,  this,  &c. 

If  thefe  remarks  are  jufl,  the  words  may  then  berendered  ; 
i.  4  A  (or  The)  man,  even  Jehovah.’— So  Fagius,  Helvicus, 
Forflei,  Schindler,  Luther,  Pellican,  Cocceius,  Schmit,  Marions, 
Avenarius,  Parkhurfl,  Gill,  &c. — fuppofing  Eve  to  have  taken  her 
firfl-born  to  be  the  Melliah,  God  incarnate  :  but  as  it  may  admit 
of  difpute,  whether  Eve  at  this  very  early  period  was  fo  clearly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  divine  my  fiery,  efpecially  as  file  appears  not  to 
have  fufpefled  any  thing  of  the  immaculate  conception,  it  might 
be  better  to  render  the  wrords,  as  they  will  certainly  bear,  with  ra¬ 
ther  more  latitude. 

4  The  man  of,  l.  e.  belonging  to,  Jehovah.’  The  Targum  of 


Jonathan  favours  this  reading,  4  the  angel  of  the  Lord  and  fo 
Chrifl  was  afterwards  called,  as  well  as— the  fervant  of  the  Lord— 
the  man  ^his  right  hand,  and  the  word  that  was  with  God. 

44  Sdnic 
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1  ,  X  « 

on  the  promife  of  God  ;  [  fee  ver.  25.]  4  For  God  hath 
€  appointed  me  another  feed  inftead  of  Abel,  whom  Cain 
?  flew.’ 

Thus  it  is  exceedingly  probable,  if  not  demonflra- 
ble,  that,  as  Chrift:  took  on  him  the  work  df  mediator 
when  mail  fell,  fo  he  now  actually  began  liis  work  of 
redemption,  encountered  his  great  enemy  the  devil,  whom 
he  had  undertaken  to  conquer,  and  refcued  thofe  two 
firft  captives  out  of  his  hands  ;  therein  baffling:  him 
toon  after  his  triumph  in  the  viftory  he  had  obtained 
over  our  firft  parents.  And  though  he  might  be  fure  of 
them  and  all  their  pofterity*  Chrift  the  Redeemer  fo  oil 
convinced  him  of  his  miftake,  and  that  he  was  able  to 
iubdue  him,  and  deliver  fallen  man.  He  let  him  fee  it 
in  delivering  thole  firft  captives  of  his  ;  and  fo  gave  him 
an  inftance  of  his  fulfilment  of  that  threatening,  4  The 
4  feed  of  the  woman  fliall  bruife  the  ferpent’s  head  and 
a  prefage  of  the  fulfilment  of  one  great  thing  lie  had 
undertaken,  viz;  his  fubduing  all  his  enemies  under  his 

1  w  s. 

After  this  we  have  another  inftance  of  redemption  in 
one  of  their  children,  viz.  4  in  righteous  Abel,’  as  the 
fcripture  calls  him,  [Mark  xiii.  35.]  whofe  foul  perhaps 
Was  the  firft  that  went  to  heaven  through  Chrift’s  redemp¬ 
tion.  In  him  we  have  at  leaft  the  firft  inftance  recorded 

44  Some  interpreters,  and  not  without  reafbn,  fuppofe  that  file 

#jn  fide  red  the  Ion  given  her,  as  the  promifed  feed . And 

bow  Toothing  to  the  maternal  heart  rnuft  have  been  the  hope  of 
deliverance  and  relief  for  herfelf,  and  triumph  over  her  bitter  ene¬ 
mies,  by  means  of  the  ion  or  her  own  bowels  !  How  fondly  does 
fire  dream  of  repairing  the  ruin  which  her  frailty  had  brought  upon 
her  hufband  and  family,  by  this  firfl-born  of  many  brethren  !  The 
name  flie  gives  him  fignifies  .  .  4  .  a  pojfijfion .  She  flatters  herfelf 
file  has  now  got  iomething  flie  can  call  her  own  :  and  even  the 
lofs  of  Paradife  feems  compenfated  by  a  dearer  inheritance  ....  * 
But,  O  blind  to  futurity  !  with  how  many  forrows  was  this pojjijjio n, 
fo  exultingly  triumphed  in,  about  to  pierce  the  fond  •  maternal 
bread  !  How  unlike  are  the  forebodings  and  willies  of  parental 
tendernefs  and  partiality*  to  the  defiinations  of  Providence,  and  the 
difcoveiies  which  time  brings  to  light  [Hun tEK/s  Sacred 

Biog.  Left,  ivu] 


N 
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mi  fcnpture  of  the  death  of  a  redeemed  perfon.  (x)  If  he 
was  the  fiift,  then,  as  the  redemption  of  Chrift  began  to 
dawn  before  in  the  iouls  of  men  in  their  converfion  and 
juftification,  in  him  it  firft  began  to  dawn  in  glorification, 
and  at  his  death  the  angels  began  firft  to  ad!  as  mmifter- 
ing  fpirits  to  Chrift,  in  conducing  the  fouls  of  the  re¬ 
deemed  to  glory,  (y)  And  in  him  others  in  heaven  had 

the 

(x)  In  Abel  we  have  the  fir Jl  infiance  of  death,']  Many  and  ab- 
bird  are  the  traditions  and  conjectures  refpeding  this  event;  but 
the  feripture  account  of  it  is  Amply  this,  6  And  Cain  talked  with 
\  Abel  bis  brother,’  or,  as  the  Samaritan,  LXX,  and  Vulgate  read 
it,  i  Cain  fiaid  unto  Abel  his  brother,  Let  us  go  into  the  field —  and 
s  it  came  to  pafs  when  they  were  in  the  held  that  Cain  rofe  up 
1  againil:  Abel  his  brother,  and  flew  him.’ 

u  Cain,  it  would  appear.  .  .  .  decoyed  his  brother  into  folitude 
under  the  mafkof  familiarity  and  friendfliip,  i  he  talked  with  him  ;* 
4  they  were  in  the  field.’  What  a  horrid  aggravation  of  his  guilt! 
A  deed  of  violence!  Murder!  A  good  man’s,  a  brother’s  murder! 
Deliberately  refolved  on,  craftily  conducted,  remorfelefsly  execu¬ 
ted . Now  was  death  for  the  firfl  time  feen  ;  and  feen  in 

its  ghafllieft  form.  Death  before  the  time,  the  death  of  piety  and 
goodnefs !  Death  inflicted  by  violence,  and  preceded  by  pain ! 
Death  imbittered  to  the  iufterer  by  reflecting  on  the  hand  from 
which  it  came ;  the  hand  of  a  brother,  the  hand  which  fiiould 
have  fupported*  and  protected  him.  At  length  the  feeble  eyes 
clofe  in  peace ;  and  the  pain  of  bleeding  wounds,  and  the  pangs 
of  fraternal  cruelty,  are  felt  no  more.  The  dull  returns  to  the 
4  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  fpirit  returns  unto  God  who  gave  it.' 
The  fpirit  returns  to  God  to  fee  his  unclouded  face,  formerly  feen 
through  the  medium  of  natural  objects  and  religious  fervices — 
Happy  Abel !  thus  early  delivered  from  the  fins  and  borrows  of  a 

vain  world ! . The  materials  of  which  life  is  compofed, 

are  not  fo  much,  days,  and  months,  and  years,  as  works  of  piety, 
and  mercy,  and  juftice,  or  their  oppofites  ;  he  dies  in  full  matu¬ 
rity,  who  has  lived  to  God . at  whatever  period,  and  in 

whatever  manner  he  is  cut  off :  that  life  is  fliort,  though  extended 
to  a  thoufand  years,  which  is  disfigured  with  vice,  devoted  to  the 
purfuit  of  time  merely,  and  at  the  clofe  of  which  the  unhappy 
man  is  found  unreconciled  to  God.”  [Dr.  H.  Hunter’s  Sacred  Bio¬ 
graphy,  Led.  vi. ] 

(y)  At  Abels  death  the  ANGTELS  firfi  began  to  act  as  minifi ering 
fpirits .]  u  The  angel  of  death  called  forth  the  loul  of  Abel 
from  the  enfanguined  duft.  It  advanced  writh  a  fmile  of  joy.  .  .  . 
I  falute  thee,  faid  the  celeflial  fpirit,  while  benignity  and  joy  beamed 
in  his  eyes  :  I  falute  thee,  O  happy  foul!  now  difengaged  from 

thy 
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the  fir  ft  opportunity  of  feeing  fo  wonderful  a  thing,  as  a 
human  foul,  that  had  been  funk  into  an  abyfs  of  fin  and 
mifery,  brought  to  heaven  and  glory  ;  which  was  a 
much  greater  thing,  than  if  they  had  feen  man  return  to 
the  earthly  Paradile.  Thus  they  by  this  faw  the  glorious 
efted  of  Chrift’s  redemption,  in  the  great  honour  and 
happinefs  that  was  procured  for  finful,  miferable  creatures 
by  it. 

5.  The  next  remarkable  thing  that  God  did  in  the 
farther  carrying  on  this  great  affair  of  redemption,  that 
I  fhall  take  notice  of,  was  the  firft  out-pouring  of  the 
Spirit  through  Chrift,  which  was  in  the  days  of  Enos. 
We  read,  [Gen.  iv.  26.]  4  Then  began  men  to  call  upon 
6  the  name  of  the  Lord.’  The  meaning  of  thefe  words 
has  been  confiderably  controverted  among  divines,  (z) 

We 

thy  encumbering  dull.  ....  It  is  to  me  an  increafe  of  felicity, 
that  I  am  chofen  by  the  Moft  High  to  introduce  thee  into  the 
realms  of  light  and  blifs,  where  myriads  of  angels  wait  to  hail 
thee.  Conceive-,  if  thou  canft,  beloved  foul !  Conceive  what  it  is 
to  behold  God  face  to  face,  to  have  communion  with  him  for 
ever.”  [Death  of  Abel,  Book  iv.] 

G)  Then  BEGAN  men  to  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.] 
“  Not  but  that  Adam  and  Abel  and  all  good  men  had  called 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  prayed  to  him,  or  worfliipped 
him  before  this  time  perfonally  and  in  their  families ;  but  now  the 
families  of  good  men  being  larger,  and  more  numerous,  they 
joined  together  in  facial  and  public  worfhip  :  or  fince  it  may  be 
thought  there  were  public  alfemblies  for  religious  worfhip  before 
this  time,  it  may  be  they  had  been  negleded,  and  now  were  re* 
.wived  with  more  zeal  and  vigour  ;  feeing  the  Cainites  incorpora¬ 
ting  themfelves,  and  joining  families  together  and  building  cities, 
and  carrying  on  their  civil  and  religious  affairs  among  themfelves, 
they  alfo  formed  themfelves  into  diftin£t  bodies  ;  and  not  only  fe- 
parated  from  them,  but  called  themfelves  by  a  different  name  ; 
for  fo  the  words  maybe  rendered,  4  Then  began  men  to  call  them’ 

4  felves,  or,  4  to  be  called  by  [n]  the  name  of  the  Lord  ; ’  the 
Sons  of  God  as  diflin £t  from  the  fons  of  men  ;  which  diftin&ion 
may  he  obferved  in  Ch.  vi.  2.  and  has  been  retained  more  or  lefs 
ever  fince.  Some  chufe  to  tranflate  the  words,  6  then  be^an  men 
‘  to  call  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  p  that  is  to  call  upon^God  in 
the  name  of  the  Meffiah,  the  Mediator  between  God  and  Man  * 
having  now  fince  the  birth  of  Seth,  and  efpecially  of  Enos,  clearer 
potions  of  the  promifed  feed  and  of  the  ufe  of  him  and  his  name, 

N  4  in 
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We  cannot  fuppofe  the  meaning  is,  that  then  men  firft 
perfoi tiled  the  duty  of  prayer.  Prayer  is  a  duty  of  natu¬ 
ral  religion,  and  a  duty  to  which  a  fpirit  of  piety  does 
moll  naturally  lead  men.  Prayer  is,  as  it  were,  the  very 
breath  of  a  pious  fpirit,  and  we  cannot  fuppofe  therefore, 
that  hoIyr  men  had  lived  for  above  two  hundred  years, 
without  prayer.  Therefore  fome  divines  think,  that  the 
meaning  is,  that  then  men  firil  began  to  perform  public 
worfhip,  or  to  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  public 
aflemblies.  Whether  it  be  fo  to  be  un^erftood  or  not, 
yet  certainly  there  was  now  fomething  new  in  the  vilible 
church  of  God  with  refpedt  to  the  duty  of  prayer,  or 
calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  which  was  the  confe- 
quence  o,f  the  out-pouring  of  the  Fpirit  of  God. 

If  it  was  now  firft  that  men  w'ere  furred  up  to  meet 
together  in  aflemblies,  to  allift  one  another  in  Peeking  God 
fo  as  they  had  never  done  before,  it  argues  fomething 

in  their  addrelTes  to  God;  [See  John  xiv.  13,  14.— xvi.  23,  24.] 
The  Jews  [many  of  them]  give  a  very  different  fenfe  of  thefe 
words ;  the  Targum  of  Onkeios  is,  u  Then  in  his  days  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men  ceafed  from  praying  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;”  and 
the  Targum  of  Jonathan  is,  u  This  was  the  age,  in  the  days  of 
which  they  began  to  err,  and  they  made  themfelves  idols,  and  fur- 
named  their  idols  by  the  name  of  the  word  of  the  Lord;”  with 
which  agrees  the  note  of  Jarchi,  “  Then  they  began  to  call  the 
names  of-  men,  and  the  names  of  herbs,  by  the  name  of  the  blef- 
fed  God,  to  make  idols  of  them  ;  ”  and  fome  of  them  fay,  parti¬ 
cularly  Maimonides,  that  Enos  himfelf  erred  and  fell  into  idolatry, 
and  was  the  firft  inventor  of  images,  by  the  mediation  of  which 
men  prayed  unto  God :  but  all  this  feems  to  be  without  founda¬ 
tion  and  injurious  to  the  character  of  this  antidiluvian  patriarch  ; 
nor  does  it  appear  that  idolatry  obtained  in  the  pofterity  of  Seth, 
or  among  the  people  of  God  fo  early;  nor  is  fqch  an  account 
agreeable  to  the  hiftory  which  Mofes  is  giving  of  the  family  of 
Seth,  in  opppfition  to  that  of  Cain ;  wherefore  one  or  other  of 
the  former  ienfes  is  beff.”  [Gill  in  loc.] 

If  our  author’^  expofition  is  preferred,  which  nearly  corre- 
fponds  with  what  is  obferved  in  the  former  part  of  this  note,  it 
rnay  receive  fome  illuftratiqn  from  comparing  it  with  Mai.  iii.  16. 
i  Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord  lpake  often  one  to  another3  the 
4  Lord  hearkened  and  heard,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  vvrit- 
4  ten  before  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought 
‘  upon  his  naiped  [I.  N.] 


extra 
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extraordinary  as  the  caufe  ;  and  could  be  from  nothing 
but  the  uncommon  influences  of  God’s  Spirit.  We  may 
obferve,  that  a  remarkable  out-pouring  of  God’s  Spirit 
always  produces  a  great  increafe  of  prayer.  When  the 
Spirit  of  God  begins  a  work  on  men’s  hearts,  it  immedi¬ 
ately  fets  them  to  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.  As 
it  was  with  Paul  after  the  Spirit  of  God  had  laid  hold  of 
him,  then  it  is  Laid,  [Afts  ix.  n.]  ‘  Behold  he  prayeth  1* 
fo  it  was  in  ail  the  inftances  which  we  have  any  account 
of  in  fcripture  ;  and  lo  it  will  be  at  the  great  effuflon  of 
the  Spirit  in  the  latter  days.  It  is  foretold,  that  it  will 
be  poured  out  as  a  fpirit  of  grace  and  application,  [Zech. 
xii.  10.  See  alfo  Zeph.  iii.  9.]  4  For  then  will  I  turn 
*  to  the  people  a  pure  language,  that  they  may  all  call 
4  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  ferve  him  with  one 
4  confent.’ 

And  when  it  is  faid,  4  Then  began  men  to  call  upon 
4  the  name  of  the  Lord,’  no  more  can  be  intended  by  it, 
than  that  this  was  the  firfb  remarkable  feafon  of  this  na¬ 
ture  that  ever  was.  It  was  the  beginning,  or  the  firfl:, 
of  fuch  a  kind  of  work  of  God,  fucli  an  out-pouring  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  After  this  manner  fuch  an  expretfion 
is  commonly  ufed  in  fcripture:  [1  Sam.  xiv.  35.]  4  And 
4  Saul  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  ;  the  fame  was  the 
'  firjl  altar  that  he  built  unto  the  Lord.’  In  the  Hebrew 
it  is,  as  you  may  fee  in  the  margin,  4  that  altar  he  began 
4  to  build  unto  the  Lord.’  [Heb.  ii.  3.]  4  How  lb  all  we 

efcape  if  we  neglect  fo  great  falvation,  which  firfb  began 
4  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord  ?’ 

It  may  here  be  obferved,  that  from  the  fall  of  man  to 
this  day,  the  work  of  redemption  in  its  effect  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  fame  means.  Though  there  be  a  more 
conftant  influence  of  God’s  Spirit  always  in  fome  degree 
attending  his  ordinances  ; '  yet  the  way  in  which  the 
greateil  things  have  been  done  towards  carrying  on  this 
work,  always  has  been  by  remarkable  effuflons  of  the 
Spirit  at  lpecial  feafons  of  mercy,  as  will  fully  appear 
hereafter.  And  this,  in  the  days  of  Enos,  wras  the  firft 
.remarkable  effuflon  ot  the  Spirit  of  God  recorded.  There 

had 
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had  been  a  having  work  of  God  on  the  hearts  of  foine 
before  ,  but  now  God  was  pleaied  to  grant  a  larger  por¬ 
tion  of  his  Spirit ;  fo  that  here  we  fee  that  great  building 
which  God  Jaid  the  foundation  of  immediately  after  the 

fall,  carried  on  farther,  and  built  higher,  than  ever  it  had 
been  before. 

6.,  The  next  thing  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  1$  the  emi¬ 
nently  holy  life  of  Enoch,  who  we  have  reafon  to  think 
was  a  faint  of  greater  eminency  than  any  that  had  been 
before  him  ;  fo  that  in  this  refpedt  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  was  carried  on  to  a  flill  greater  height.  With  re- 
fpe£I  to  its  effeft.  m  the  viiible  church  in  genera l \  we 
obferved  above  that  it  was  carried  higher  in  the  days  of 
Enos  than  ever  before.  Probably  Enoch  was  one  of 
the  faints  of  that  harveH  ;  for  lie  lived  all  the  days  that 
he  did  live  on  earth,  in  the  days  of  Enos.  And  with 
refpeft  to  the  degree  to  which  this  work  was  carried  in 
the  foul  of  a  particular  perfon ,  it  was  raifed  to  a  greater 
height  m  Enoch  that  ever  before.  jriis  foul,  as  it  was 
built  on  Chrift,  was  built  up  in  holinefs  to  a  greater 
height  than  any  of  his  predeceflors.  He  was  a  wonder¬ 
ful  inflance  of  ChriiVs  redemption,  and  of  the  efficacy 
of  his  grace,  (a)  ,  7.  In 

(a)  Enoch  walked-  with  Goth ]  Infinite  pains  have  been  taken 
to  decorate  the  characters  of  ancient  philofophers  and  heroes,  and 
too  frequently  their  own  vanity,  the  adulation  of  their  dependents, 
or  the  partiality  of  their  heirs,  has  purchafed  eulogiums,  where 
eternal  infamy  was  merited.  But  what  is  the  praife  of  men  to  the 
praife  of  God  !  How  mean  are  the  fpiendid  spithets  of  great,  wife* 
and  learned — puiffant,  brave,  and  magnanimous — compared  with 
the  character  of  our  holy  prophet,  as  drawn  bv  the  infpired  hiilo- 
rian,  4  He  walked  with  God.’ 

The  phrafe  is  metaphorical,  after  the  eaflern  manner,  and  is 
explained  by  an  infallible  expofitor  to  mean — 4  He  pleafed  God  :* 
but  the  metaphorical  term  is,  perhaps,  more  expreffive  than  any 
purely  literal,  even  in  the  fublime  language  of  the  Greeks. 

To  walk  with  God  implies,  hrll,  a  flate  of  reconciliation  with 
him  ;  *  Can  twro  walk  together  unlefs  they  are  agreed  Certainly 
not,  with  any  degree  of  pleafure.  But  Enoch  (any  more  than 
Abram)  was  not  horn  the  4  friend  of  God  f  but  rather  at  enmity 
with  him,  a  4  child  of  wrath,  even  as  others  ;*  and  it  was  doubt- 
lefs  the  fame  atoning  blood,  the  fame  divine  grace,  that  reconciled 

hun 
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7.  In  Enoch’s  time  God  more  expreflly  revealed  the 
coming  of  Chrift  than  he  had  before  done.  We  have  an 
account  of  the  prophecy  of  Enoch  in  the  14th  and  15th 
verles  ot  Jude:  ‘  And  Enoch  alfo  the  feventh  from  Adam, 

*  prophefied  of  thefe,  faying,  Behold,  the  Lord  cometh 
‘  with  ten  thou  fa  11  d  of  his  faints,  to  execute  judgement 
4  upon  all,  and  £0  convince  all  that  are  ungodly  among 

*  them,  for  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they  have  ungodly 
f  committed,  and  of  all  their  hard  fpeeches  which  ungod- 
4  ly  f nners  have  fpoken  againft  him,’  (b)  This  prophecy 

docs 


him  to  God,  which  has  in  all  ages  brought  near  1  them  that  were 
*  afar  oft."  Then  being  reconciled,  he  enjoyed  peace  and  com¬ 
munion  with  God. 


His  name  [*pJn]  implies  dedication^  and  perhaps,  like  Samuel, 
ne  might  be  early  devoted  £0  the  Lord,  and  initiated  betimes  into 
his  lervice.  But  he  relied  not  in  this ;  unfatisned  with  any  prefent 
attainments,  he  fludied,  as  the  term  implies,  to  make  a  progrefs 
in  religion,  he  ‘  walked  with  God.’ 

Tradition,  very  ancient  and  extenlive,  has  celebrated  his  attain¬ 
ments  in  aftroaomy,  the  mathematics,  and  other  fciences,  [See 
Univ.  Hill..  Vol.  i.  p.  162.]  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  lludy 
nature  might  be  a  favourite  employment  to  one  who  could  con¬ 
template  the  divine  glory  in  all  its  objects  ;  nor  is  it  unlikely  that 
s.ueh  exemplary  piety  was  rewarded  with  confiderable  difcoveries 
in  natural,  as  well  as  divine  things:  but  this  was  the  fmallell  part 
oi  his  character  ;  his  mind,  doubtlefs,  foared  above  the  liars,  and 
fought  an  acquaintance  with  eternal  objects— fought  the  felicity  of 
angels  the  image  of  God.  And  he  fought  not  in  vain ;  prefting 
tow  ards  the  maik,  he  gained  the  prize,  he  received  his  crown,  at 
an  age  when  many,  in  that  period  of  longevity,  had  not  palled  half 
their  mortal  pilgrimage. 


u 


Him  the  molt  High, 


Wrapt  in  a  balmy  cloud  with  winged  feeds, 
.....  Receiv’d  to  walk  with  God, 

High  in  falvation  and  the  climes  of  blifs, 
Exempt  from  death.”— -[Par.  Loll.  Book  xu] 


|U.  U. 


(b)  The  prophecy  of  Enoch'] — Is  more  corredtly  rendere 
mus  ;  i  And  Enoch  alfo,  the  feventh  from  Adam,  prophelie 
^  again  ft  them,  when  he  faid,  Behold  the  Lord  comes  with  my 
6  r*acK  ^  f holy  ones,  to  execute  judgement  upon  all,  and  t 
con  via  all  the  ungodly  among  them  oi  their  impious  work 
which  they  havenmpioufly  committed ;  and  of  ail  the  hard  thing 
‘  which  impious  linners  have  fpoken  againft  him.’ 

^  ptccious  fragment  of  antidiluvian  hiftory  is  here  [in  th 
Epiftle  of  Jude]  prefervcd  to  us,  as  it  feems  by  the  fpeeial  prov 
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does  not  feem  to  be  confined  to  any  particular  coming, 
of  Chrift  ;  but  it  has  refpeft  in  general  to  his  coming  in 
his  kingdom,  and  is  fulfilled,  in  a  degree,  in  every  re¬ 
markable  manifeftation  Chrifr  has  made  of  himfelf  in  the 
World,  for  the  falvation  of  his  people,  and  the  deftru&ioii 
of  his  enemies.  It  is  very  parallel  in  this  refpedl  with 
many  other  prophecies  given  under  the  Old  Teftament  ; 
and,  in  particular,  with  that  in  the  7th  chapter  of  Da¬ 
niel,  whence  the  Jews  principally  took  their  notion  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  [ver.  10.]  4  A  fiery  ftream  ifliied, 

*  and  came  forth  from  before  him  :  thoufand  thoufands 
4  miniftered  unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou- 
4  fand  flood  before  him  ;  the  judgement  was  fet,  and  the 
4  books  were  opened.’  And  [ver.  13,  14*]  4  I  faw  in  the 
4  night-vifion,  and  behold  one  like  the  fon  of  man  came 
r  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  antient  of 

*  days,  and  they  brought  him  near  before  him.  And 

*  there  was  given  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  king- 

*  dom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  fhould 
4  ferve  him  :  his  dominion  is  an  everlafting  dominion, 

4  which  fhall  not  pafs  away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which 
4  fhall  not  be  deflroyed.’  And  though  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  Enoch  might  have  a  more  immediate  refpeft,  in  this 
prophecy,  to  the  approaching  definition  of  the  old  world 
by  the  flood,  which  was  a  remarkable  refemblance  of 
Chrifl’s  definition  of  all  his  enemies  at  his  fecohd  co¬ 
ming,  yet  it  doubtlefs  looked  beyond  the  type  to  the-  an¬ 
titype. 

And  as  this  prophecy  of  Chrifrs  coming  is  more  ex- 
preffed  than  any  preceding  it  ,  fo  it  is  an  inftance  of 
the  increafe  of  that  gpfpel-light  which  began  to  dawn 
prefently  after  the  fall,  or  of  that  building  which  is  the 

dence  of  God,  who  taught  the  apoflle  Jude  to  diflinguifh  between 
what  was  genuine  and  fpurious  in  the  tradition;  It  can  by  no 
means  be  proved  that  this  is  a  quotation  from  that  foolifh  book 
called  Enoch's  Prophecy ,  as  Bp.  Sherlock  has  very  rightly  urged  ; 
nor  would  it  prove  the  infpiration  of  the  book  from  whence  it  was 
taken,  but  only  that  particular  pafTage.  ’ —  [Doddridge  s  Fam. 
Expofl  in  loc.] 

fubjet 
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lubjeft  of  our  prefent  difcourfe,  being  farther  carried  on, 
and  built. up  higher  than  it  had  been  before. 

And  here,  by  the  way,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  in- 
creale  of  gofpel  light,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  work  of 
redemption,  as  it  relpedts  the  church  in  general,  from 
its  erection  to  the  end  ot  the  world,  is  very  fimilar  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  fame  work,  and  the  fame  light,  in  a 
particular  foul,  from  the  time  of  its  converfion,  till  it  is 
perfected  and  crowned  in  glory.  Sometimes  the  light 
fhines  brighter,  and  at  others  more  oblcurely  ;  fometimes 
grace  prevails,  and  at  other  times  it  feems  to  languifh  for 
a  great  while  together.  But  in  general,  grace  is  grow¬ 
ing  :  from  its  firft  erection  till  it  is  completed  in  glory, 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  building  up  in  the  foul.  So  it 
is  with  relpedt  to  the  great  affair  in  general,  as  it  relates 
to  the  univerfal  fubjecl  of  it,  and  as  it  is  carried  on 
from  its  firft  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

8.  The  next  remarkable  thing  in  carrying  on  this 
work,  was  the  translation  of  Enoch  into  heaven.  [Gen. 
v.  24.]  c  And  Enoch  walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not; 

for  God  took  him.’  Moles,  in  giving  an  account  of 
the  genealogy  of  thofe  that  were  of  the  line  of  Noah, 
does  not  fay  concerning  Enoch,  he  lived  fo  long  and  he 
died,  as  he  does  of  the  reft  ;  but,  ‘  he  was  not,  for  God 
‘  took  him  /.  e.  he  tranfiated  him  ;  in  body  and  foul 
carried  him  to  heaven  without  dying,  as  it  is  explained 
fin  Heb.  ix.  5.]  ‘  By  faith  Enoch  was  tranfiated,  that 
‘  he  fhould  not  fee  death.’  (c)  By  this  wonderful  work 
of  God,  the. work  of  redemption  was  carried  to  a  greater 
height  in  feveral  refpe&s,  than  it  had  been  before. 

You  may  remember,  that  when  I  .(hewed  you  what 
were  the  great  things  that  God  intended  in  the  work  of 

’  redemp-. 

(c)  Enoch  was  translated.]  For  this  we  have  divine  au¬ 
thority,  as  above  fhewn,  and  need  not  much  regard  uncertain  tra¬ 
ditions.  They  will,  however,  in  this  cafe  furnifh  11s  with  an  in- 
ftructive  obfervation,  viz.  that  human  traditions  generally  either 
iPP°fe  divine  truths,  or  deprave  them.  In  this  inflance,  many  of 
the  Jews,  thofe  mafiers  of  tradition,  will  not  believe  but  that 
Enoch  died  like  other  men ;  and  others,  who  admit  hi*  tranfla- 

O  tion, 
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history  of  redemption, 

redemption  ;  among  other  things  I  mentioned  (p.  57)  the 
perfeft  reiteration  of  the  ruins  ot  the  fall,  with  refpeft  to 
the  elect,  both  in  foul  and  body.  Now  this  tranflation 
of  Enoch,  was  the  hill  inllance  of  this  reftoraticn  with 
refpedl  to  the  body,  There  had  been  many  inftances  of 
reftoring  the  foul  of  man  by  Chrift’s  redemption,  but 
none  of  the  body,  until  now.  At  the  end  of  the  world, 
all  the  bodies  of  the  faints  fhall  aflually  be  redeemed  ; 
the  dead  in  Chrift  by  a  refurredtion  ;  and  them  that  Eh  all 
remain  alive  by  a  glorious  change,  A  number  of  the  bodies 
ot  the  faints  were  raifed  at  the  refur  red!  ion  of  Chrift  ;• 
and  before  then  there  was  an  inflance  of  a  body  glorified 
in  Elijah  :  but  the  firft  inllance  was  this  of  Enoch,  of 
which  we  are  now  fpeaking. 

Now  the  work  of  redemption  in  this  inflance  was  car¬ 
ried  on  ftill  farther  ;  as  thereby  was  a  great  .increafe  of 
gofpel  light,  and  the  church  had  a  clearer  manifeftation  of 
a  future  flate,  and  of  the  glorious  reward  of  the  faints  in 
heaven.  We  are  told,  [II,  Tim.  i.  10.]  ‘  That  life  and 
6  immortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel. *  And 
the  more  of  this  gofpel  is  revealed,  the  more  clearly  does 
the  light  of  life  and  immortality  appear.  What  was  faid 
in  the  Old  Teftament  of  a  future  flate,  is  very  obfeure, 
in  comparifon  with  the  more  full,  plain,  and  abundant 
revelation  given  of  it  in  the  New,  But  yet  even  in  thofe 
early  days,  the  church  of  God,  in  this  inflance,  was  fa~* 
voured  with  an  evidence  of  it  fet  before  their  eyes,  in  that 
one  of  their  brethren  was  actually  taken  up  to  heaven 
without  dying  ;  which  we  have  reafon  to  think  the  church 
of  God  knew  then,  as  they  afterwards  knew  Elijah’s  trans¬ 
lation.  And  as  this  was  a  clearer  manifeftation  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  flate  than  the  church  had  had  before  ;  fo  it  was  a 
pledge  or  earneft  of  that  future  glorification  of  all  the 
faints,  which  God  intended  through  the  redemption  of 
Jefus  Chrift, 


tion,  add  to  it,  that  he  was  taken  by  a  whirlwind  to  the  terreftrial 
Faradife,  where  God  ihewed  him  the  tree  of  life  in  the  midil  of  it. 
rSee  Univ.  Hifh  VoL  if  p.  163.  and  Ainfworth’s  Ann.  in  loc.] 
v  [N.  U.l 
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9.  The  next  thing  that  1  fhall  ohferve,  was  the  up¬ 
holding  the  church  of  God  in  that  family  of  which 
Chriil  was  to  come,  in  the  time  of  the  great  and  general 
detedtion  before  the  hood.  The  church,  in  all  probability, 
\vas  Imall,  in  companion  with  the  reft  of  the  world, 
from  the  time  that  mankind  firft  began  to  multiply  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  or  from  the  time  of  Cain’s  defec¬ 
tion,  and  departing  from  among  the  people  -of  God  ; 
[Gen.  iv.  16.]  ‘  When  Cain  went  out  from  the  prefence 
*  of  the  Lord,  (t>)  and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Nod;’  (e) 
which  being  interpreted,  is  the  land  of  banijhnient ;  I  fay, 
from  this  time  of  Cain’s  departure  and  reparation  from 
the  church  of  God,  it  is  probable  that  the  church  of  God 
was  fmall  in  cornparifon  with  the  reft  of  the  world.  The 

(d)  The  presence  of  the  Lord,']  44  Lightfoots  Heidegger ,  and 
Le.  Clerc  [to  whom  many  more  might  be"  added]  feem  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  what  we  render  4  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,’  was  the 
pioper  name  of  that  particular  place  where  Adam,  after  his  expul- 
lion  from  Paradife,  dwelt ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that  part  of 
the  country  which  lies  contiguous  to  the  fuppofed  fituation  of  Pa¬ 
radife,  [/.  e,  near  Tripoli,  in  Syria]  called  by  Strabo  [7 r^ocwov  ra 
0s3]  4  the  prefence  of  God.’  However  this  be,  it  is  agreed  by  all 
inter pieters,  that  there  was  a  divine  glory,  called  by  the  Jews 
Schechinah,  which  appeared  from  the  beginning,  and  from 
which  Cain,  being  now  banifhed,  never  enjoyed  the  fight  of  it 
again. — [Patrick’s  Comment,  and  Gill’s  Expof.]  & 

(e)  Cain  dwelt  in  the  land  of  IMod.]  44  It  is  the  fame  word  [tu] 
which  is  rendered  in  the  twelfth  and  fourteenth  verfe  a  va  abend, 
why  our  tranflators  in  the  two  former  verfes  give  the  meaning 
of  the  word,  and  in  the  fixteenth  verfe  the  letters  of  it  merely,  is 
not  eafily  comprehenfible.  Let  it  be  tranllated  throughout,  the 
ienfe  is  perfectly  clear,  and  all  ground  of  idle  inquiry  taken  awayy 
In  the  twelfth  verfe,  God  denounces  his  punifhment,  4  thou  fhalt 
i  not  kut  t>e  Nod,  a  vagabond  in  the  earth.’  In  the  fourteenth 

Tim  Pum  recoSnizes  the  il,ftice  of  the  Sentence,  and  bewails  it, 

I  mail  be  Nop,  a  vagabond  in  the  earth  F  and  in  the  fixteenth, 

*  loles  gives  us  the  hiftory  of  its  being  put  in  execution ;  4  he  went 
from  the  pre fence  of  the  Lord,  and  dwelt  in  the  land,  ’Nod,  a 
vagabond ,  flying  from  place  to  place,  fkulking  in  ebrners,  flum- 
nmg  the  haunts  of  men,  ptirfued  inceflantly  by  the  remorfeleft 
pangs  and  tormenting  apprehenfions  of  an  ill  confcience.  Remove 
all  external  danger,  4  and  the  wicked  is  as  the  troubled  lea,  which 
cannot  reft,  whofe  waters  call  up  mire  and  dirt.”—  [Hunter’s 
bac.  BiQg,  Left,  v.]  L 

O  2 


church 


church  Teems  to  have  been  kept  up  chiefly  in  the  pofte- 
nty  of  Seth  ;  for  this  was  the  feed  that  God  appointed 
mfiead  of  Abel,  Wiiom  Gam  flew.  But  we  cannot  rea- 
fon ably  luppofe,  that  Seth  s  poibenty  was  one  fiftieth  part 
of  tne  v.  01  Id  .  Tor  Adam  was  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  old  when  Seth  was  born.”  But  Cain,  who  Teems 
to  have  been  tne  leacier  of  thole  that  were  not  of  the 
chuich,  was  Adam  s  eldefi  child,  and  probably  was  born 
Toon  aTtei  tne  Tall,  which  doubtlefs  was  Toon  after  Adam’s 
ci cation  ,  To  tnat  tnere  was  time  for  Cain  to  have  many 
Tons  beTore  Seth  was  born  :  befides  other  children  that 
probably  Adam  and  Eve  had  before  this  time,  (agreeable 
to  God’s  bleTfmg,  ‘  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  reple- 

nilh  the  earth ;  )  and  many  of  theTe  children  might  alfo 
have  children.  The  hiftory  of  Cain  beTore  Seth’s  birth 
Teems  to  imply  that  there  were  great  numbers  of  men  (f) 

Oil 

(f)  Great  numbers  of  men  on  the  earth  at  this  time»~\  It  is  ge¬ 
nerally  conjectured  [from  Gen.  iv.  2  5.]  that  Abel  was  murdered  a 
year  or  two  before  Seth  was  born,  which  was  in  the  year  130. 

“  Now  though  we  fiiould  fuppofe  that  Adam  and  Eve  had  no 
other  fons  in  the  year  of  the  world  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
but  Cain  and  Abel,  it  mull  be  allowed  that  they  had  daughters, 
who  might  early  marry  with  thole  two  fons.  I 'require  no  more 
than  the  defeendams  of  thefe  two,  to  make  a  very  conliderabie 
number  of  men  upon  the  earth  in  the  faid  year  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight ;  for,  fuppofing  them  to  have  been  married  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  the  world,  they  might  eafily  have  had  each  of 
them  eight  children  in  the  twenty-fifth  year.  In  twenty-five  years 
more,  the  fiftieth  of  the  world,  their  defendants  in  a  hired  line 
would  be  fixty-four  perfons.  In  the  ieyenty- fifth  year,  at  the 
fame  rate,  they  would  amount  to  five  hundred  and  twelve.  In  the 
hundredth  year,  to  four  thoufand  and  ninety-fix ;  and  in  the  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty- fifth  year,  to  thirty-two  thoufand  ieven  hundred 
and  fixty-eight.” — [Dilfert.  Chronol.  Geog.  Critiq.  fur  la  lournal 
de  Paris,  Tom.  li.  p.  6.] 

“  Now  if  to  this  calculation  we  add.  the  high  degree  of  proba¬ 
bility  that  Adam  had  many  more  fons  befides  thofe  mentioned  in 
the  record  ;  that  families  were  generally  more  numerous  than  the 
fnppofition  fiates  ;  that  funple  manners,  rural  employments,  tem¬ 
perature  of  climate,  and  largenels  of  room,  are  circumflances  in- 
conceiveably  more  favourable  to  population,  than  rqod^rn  fads, 
and  European  cufloms,  give  us  any  idea  of,  we  fliall  not  think  it 
Orange  that  Cain,  under  the  prelfure  of  confcious  guilt,  and  har¬ 
rowed 
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on  the  earth:  [Gen.  iv.  14,  15.]  £  Behold,  thou  haft 
4  driven  me  out  this  day  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and 
4  from  thy  face  lhail  I  be  hid,  and  I  (hall  be  a  fugitive  and 
4  a  vagabond  in  the  earth  ;  and  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  that 
4  every  one  that  findeth  me  lhail  flay  me.  And  the  Lord 
4  faid  unto  him,  Therefore  whofoever  flayeth  Cain,  ven- 
4  geance  lhail  be  taken  on  him  feven-fold.  And  the 
4  Lord  let  a  mark  upon  Cain,  left  any  finding  him  fhould 
4  kill  him/  (g)  And  thofe  that  were  in  being  when  Seth 
was  born,  mu  ft  be  fuppofed  to  ftand  in  equal  capacity  of 
multiplying  their  pofterity  with  him  ;  and  therefore,  as  [ 
laid,  -Seth's  pofterity  were  but  a  final!  part  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  world. 

But  alter  the  days  of  Enos  and  Enoch,  (for  Enoch  was 
tranilated  before  Enos  died  ;  I  fay,  after  their  days)  the 
church  of  God  greatly  diminifhed,  in  proportion  as  mul¬ 
titudes  that  were  of  the  line  of  Seth,  and  had  been  born 
in  the  church  ol  God,  fell  away,  and  joined  with  the 
wicked  world,  principally  by  means  of  intermarriages 


rowed  with  fear,  which  always  both  multiplies  and  magnifies  ob¬ 
jects  far  beyond  their  real  number  and  lize,  lliould  be  alarmed 
and  intimidated  at  the  numbers  of  mankind,  who  he  fuppofed 
were  ready,  and  were  concerned,  to  execute  vengeance  upon  him.” 
—  [Hunter’s  Sac.  Biog.  Vol.  i.  left.  5.] 

(g)  The  Lord  fet  a  mark  upon  Cain . j  44  Almof!  all  the  ver- 
fions  have  committed  a  rniftake  in  tranllating  ver.  1  5,  that  God 
had  6  put  a  mark  upon  Cain,’  left  any  fuddenly  lliould  kill  him. 
The  original  lays  no  fuch  thing;  and  the  LXX  have  very  well 
rendered  it  thus — 4  God  let  a  Jig?i  before  Cain,  to  perfuade  him 
that  whoever  lliould  find  him  lliould  not.  kill  him/  This  is  ai¬ 
med:  the  fame  until  what  is  faid  in  Exod.  x.  1.  that  4  God  did  let 
*  fi?ns  before  the  Egyptians  /  andlfa.  lxvi.  19.  that  4  he  would  fet 
4  a  Jign  before  the  heathen  /  where  it  is  evident  that  God  did  not 
mean  any  particular  mark  which  fhould  be  fet  on  their  bodies,  but 
only  thole  figns  and  wonders  which  he  wrought  in  Egypt,  to  oblige 
Pharaoh  to  let  his  people  go  ;  and  the  miraculous  manner  where¬ 
in  he  delivered  them  from  the  Babylonifh  captivity.  This  expo¬ 
sition  is  natural  and  agreeable  to  the  methods  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  which  is  wont  tp  convince  the  incredulous  by  figns  and 
wonders  ;  nor  could  any  thing  elfe  convince  Cain,  in  the  fear  he 
was  under,  that  the  firft  who  met  him  lliould  not  kill  him,  after 

what  God  had  faid  to  him  in  exprobration  of  his  crime/’- - — 

[Patrick’s  Comment,  and  Saurix’s  Dilfert.] 

with 


too 
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with  them  ,  [as  Gen.  \i.  i,  2,  and  4.]  ‘  And  it  came  to 

t  Pa  S’  "dlen  lnen  began  to  multiply  on  the  face  of  the 

earth,  and  daughters  were  born  unto  them,  that  the  l'ons 
‘  of  God  faw  the  daughters  of  men,  that  they  were  fair  ; 
'  and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which  they  chofe.— 

i  here  were  giants  in  the  earth  in  thole  days  ;  and  alfo 
'  after  that,  when  the  ions  of  God  came  in  unto  the 
‘  dauShters  of  men,  and  they  bare  children  to  them,  the 

fame  became  mighty  men,  which  were  of  old,  men  of 

‘  renown-’  (H)  -By  the  fons  of  God  here,  are  doubtlefs 
meant  the  children  of  the  church  :  it  is  a  denomination 
often  given  them  in  the  fcripture.  They  intermarried 

(h)  There  were  giants  on  the  earth  in  thofe  days.  1  Here  are 
two  inquiries  which  preient  themfelves  ;  1.  What  is  meant  by  the 
Jons  of  G oa  intermarrying  with  the  daughters  of  men  ?  And  what 
were  thele  giants  here  mentioned  ? 

As  to  the  former,  the  expofition  of  our  author  is  generally  ao 
quiefced  m,  and  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  is  the  true  one* 

I  ere  is  another,  however,  efpoined  by  fome  of  the  heft  Tewifh 
Wi  iters,  as  Ben  Uzziel,  S.  Jarchi,  Aben  Ezra,  and  the  Tar* 
gums,  and  which  therefore  may  deferve  mentioning,  viz.  that 
the  Ions  of  God  were  princes,  magiftrates,  a  id  great-men  ;  and 
daughters  of  men,  thole  of  the  inferior  and  poor  people,  which 
they  took  by  violence,  as  the  word  fometimes  means,  and  de- 
bauched. - [See  Univ.  Plih.  Vol.  i.  p.  175.] 

As  to  the  other  inquiry,  there  is  no  doubt,  if  we  credit  hif- 
torE?  either  lacred  or  prophane,  but  there  were  formerly  men  of 
extraordinary  flat u re,  as,  indeed,  to  this  day  we  meet  with  fome 
accidental  inhances ;  not  to  mention  the  Patagonians,  a  nation  of* 
luch  men,  n  we  may  credit  the  relations  in  Air*  Pennant’s  trad!* 
[See  the  Analytical  Review,  No.  i.J — But  however  fome  critics 
iiave  thought  that  the  paffage  before  us  does  not  refer  to  fuch. 
Some  ti  an  hate  the  Hebrew  word  nephilim ,  [from  to  fall} 
apoftates ,  thofe  who  have  fell  from  the  truth  •  fo  Jofephus  :  but 
and  Aquila  underhand  it  more  literally  of  ruffians 
[btaiof]  men  of  violence,  [tmwnrlovrss]  men  who  attack ,  who  falL 
upon  others.— [See  Cruden’s  Concord,  in  Giant.] 

^  The  abfurd  notion  that  the  fons  of  God  were  angels ,  either 
Fallen  or  guardian,  is  too  abfurd  to  deferve  refutation.  It  is  fup- 
pofedj  however,  that  this  notion  originated  from  an  error  in  fome 
old  copies  of  the  LXX,  which  read,  the  angels  t  inhead  of  the  fons 
of  God  •  and  it  was  in  great  meafure  propagated  by  the  book  of 

the  pretended  prophecies  of  Enoch _ *  ' -  - 

p.  172,  and  feq.} 


See  Univ.  Hift.  Vol.  i* 
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with  the  wicked  world,  and  (o  their  hearts  were  led  away 
from  God  ;  and  there  was  a  great  and  continual  defect 
tion  :  and  the  church  of  God,  which  ufed  to  be  a  reftraint 
on  the  wicked  world,  diminifhed  exceedingly,  and  lb 
wickednefs  went  on  uncontrolled.  Satan,  that  old  ferpent, 
the  devil,  that  tempted  our  firft  parents,  and  fet  up  him- 
felf  as  God  of  this  world,  raged  exceedingly  ;  and  every 
imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  man’s  heart  was  only  evil 
continually,  (i)  and  the  earth  was  filled  with  violence. 
It  feems  to  be  deluged  with  wickednefs  now,  as  it  was  with 
water  afterwards  :  and  mankind  in  general  were  fwallowred 
up  in  this  deluge.  And  now  Satan  made  a  moll  violent 
and  potent  attempt  to  deftroy  the  church  of  God  ;  and 
had  almoft  done  it :  but  God  reftored  it  in  the  midft  of 
all  this  flood  of  wickednefs  and  violence.  He  kept  it  up 
in  the  line  of  which  Chrift  was  to  proceed.  He  would 
not  fuffer  it  to  be  deftroyed,  for  a  blefling  was  in  it. 
There  was  a  particular  family,  a  root  whence  4  the  branch 
‘  of  righteoufnefs’  was  afterwards  to  Ihoot  forth.  And 
therefore,  however  the  branches  were  lopped  off,  and  the 
tree  feemed  to  be  deftroyed  :  yet  God,  in  the  midft  of 
all,  kept  alive  this  root,  by  his  wonderful  redeeming 
power  and  grace. 

Thus  I  have  fliewn  how  God  carried  on  the  great 
affair  of  redemption  ;  how  the  building  went  on  during 
the  firft  period  of  the  Old  Teftament,  viz.  from  the  fall 
of  man,  till  God  brought  the  flood  upon  the  earth. 
And  I  would  here  remark,  that  though  the  hiftory  which 
Mofes  gives  us  of  the  great  works  of  God  during 
that  fpace  be  very  fnort  ;  (k)  yet  it  is  exceedingly  com- 

prehenfive 

(i)  Man's  heart  only  evil.]  a  The  original  [text]  is  very  ex- 

aft  in  its  ftrufture,  as  well  as  very  emphatical  in  its  meaning, _ . 

The  heart ,  or  the  grand  principle,  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  or 
the  various  aftings  of  that  principle,  the  imaginations  of  the 
thoughts,  or  the  produce  and  refill t  of  thofe  aftings ;  namely,  de- 
fires  and  afleftions,  counfels  and  purpofes :  of  which,  not  one, 

not  a  few  only,  or  the  greateft  part,  but  all  thefe  are  evil.** _ - 

[Her  v  ey’s  Ther.  and  Afp.  vol.  ii.  dial,  n.] 

(k)  The  hiftory  of  this  period  very  short.]  IIow  few  chapters 
contain  the  hiftory  of  our  world  before  the  flood,  although  a  pe¬ 
riod 
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preheniive  and  inftruaive.  And  it  may  alfo  be  profit- 
aole  to  obfeive,  tne  efficacy  of  that  purchafe  of  redemption 
that  had  fuch  great  efFeds,  even  many  ages  before  Chrift 

appeared  to  purchafe  redemption,  bv  the  fheddine  of  his 
blood. 


§  From  the  flood  to  the  calling  of  Abraham. 

I  PROCEED  now  to  fhew  how  the  fame  work  was 
was  carried  on  through  the  fecond  part  of  this  period,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  food  till  the  calling  of  Abraham  ;  for 
though  that  univerfal  deluge  of  waters  overthrew  the 
world  ;  yet  it  did  not  overthrow  this  building  of  God, 
the  work  of  redemption.  This  went  on  yet,  and  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  built  up  to  a  farther  preparation  for  the  great 
Saviour’s  coming  into  the  world,  and  working  out  re¬ 
demption  for  his  people.  And  here  obferve, 

i.  The  food  itfelf  was  a  work  of  God  that  belonged 
to  this  great  affair,  and  tended  to  promote  it.  All  the 
great  works  of  God,  from  the  fall  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
rightly  viewed,  will  appear  as  parts  of  this  grand  work  ; 
and  as  fo  many  heps  that  God  has  taken  in  order  to  its 
being  carried  oil;  and  doubtlefs  fo  great  a  work,  fo 
remarkable  a  cataflrophe,  as  the  deluge  was,  cannot  be 
excepted.  It  was  wrought  in  order  to  remove  out  of  the 
way,  enemies  that  were  ready  to  overthrow  it. 

Satan  feems  to  have  been  in  a  dreadful  rage  juft  before 
the  flood,  and  his  rage  then  doubtlefs  was,  as  it  always 
has  been,  chiefly  againft  the  church  of  God.  He  had 
drawn  almoft  all  the  world  to  be  enlifted  under  his  ban- 

riod  of  near  feventeen  hundred  years  ;  and  including  no  lefs 
events  than  the  creation  of  the  world — the  fall  of  man — and  bring¬ 
ing  us  to  the  eve  of  the  world’s  definition.  What  are  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  the  oldefi  patriarchs,  but  that  they  were  born — propaga¬ 
ted  their  fpecies — and  then  died  ? — Sic  tranjit  gloria  mundu  i  Thus 
the  fafhion  i  of  this  world  pafteth  away/  [I.  Cor.  vii.  31.]  [I.N.] 


ner. 


FROM  THE  FLOOD  TO  ABRAHAM’S  CALL.  163 

her.  ‘  We  read  that  the  earth  was  filled  with  violence 
and  doubtlefs  that  violence  was  chiefly  again  ft  the  church, 
in  fulfilment  of  what  was  foretold,  ‘  I  will  put  enmity 
between  thy  feed  and  her  feed.’  And  their  enmity  and 
violence  was  fo  great,  and  the  enemies  of  the  church  fo 
numerous,  the  whole  world  being  againft  it,  that  it  was 
come  to  the  laid  extremity.  Noah’s  reproofs  and  his  preach¬ 
ing  of  righteoufnefs  were  utterly  difregardedL  God’s  fpirit 
nad  ftrrven  with  them  an  hundred  and  twenty  years,  but  in 
.am  ,  (l)  the  chinch  was  reduced  to  fucli  naxrow  limits,, 
a.-,  to  be  confined  to  one  family,  Neither  was  there  a 
profpedl  of  any  thing  elle  but  of  their  totally  i'wal lowing 
it  up  in  a  very  little  time;  and  fo  wholly  deftroying  that 
fmall  root  that  had  the  bleffing  iii  it,  from  whence  the 
Redeemer  was  to  proceeds 

And  therefore,  God's  deftroying  tlidfe  enemies  of  the 
church  by  the  flood,  belongs  to  this  affair  of  redemption;, 
for  it  was  one  thing  that  was  done  in  fulfilment  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  as  it  was  revealed  to  Adam;  ‘  I 
‘  Wl11  Put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and  be- 
t-veen  thy  feed  and  her  feed  ;  it  fhall  bruife  thy  head.’ 

(L)  GotPs  fpirit  iatisTRl ye »  with  them  in  vain.  44  The  word 
[pi]  here  mandated  to  flrive,  fignifies  to  litigate  a  point  or  reafoii 
in  a  came,  beiore  it  is  ripe  for  judgement . 

,  “  Tt  "ow  effy  to  difcern  in  what  fenfe  the  Spirit  of  God  mav 

!ferno  rC  tTC  frfifted  V  3.nd  ftrivetono  putpofe,  and  in  what 
f  ,  f  he  thlnSs  ot  the  Spirit  of  God  are  difagreeable  to  a 

;  an'ta  !1,’an  K  13  no  Wonder  that  the  external  miniftry  of  the 
loui  ana  orcanances  are  delpifed,  oppofed,  and  refilled.  The  ex¬ 
ternal  caufe  may  be  rejected ;  yea,  feme  inward  motions  and  com 
.  ictions  may  be  over-ruled,  ftifled,  and  come  to  nothing  ;  nav  it 

It T  ‘hr  be’  and  is  a"  oppofition  ani’rm 
ante  to  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  converfion  5  but  then 

f  -’P1™  cannot  be  fo  refilled  in  the  operations  of  his  grace  as  to 

iiGt  ■  't?6  1 t0  *Aabe  f‘?m  hlS  work’  or  to  be  0verc°me  or  hindered 

with’a  “  lV‘-h  a  del'gn  which  cannot  be  fruilrated,  and 

4  P  er  which  is  lincdritroiilable  ;  were  it  otherwife  the  fe- 

SC5M-  "r?” of  '">■  «»  ™“« » 

ri.jn‘.f  Staceof  the  Spirit  is  effectual,  according  to  the  doc- 

t0  the  Lhit  of  C  'V-.°Ulrdrbe  -T?.  0W.inS  t0  the  wi«  of  man  than 
1*  No*  2^2  °  *  [Gint*  s  Caule  ot  God  and  Truth,  Part 


\ 
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X  hus  was  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  it 
moil  violent  rage,  difappointed,  and  the  church  delivered 
when  in  the  utinoft  peril. 

We  read  of  fcarce  any  great  deflruclion  of  nations  in 
the  Scripture,  but  one  grand  reafon  given  for  it  is,  their 
enmity  and  injuries  againft  God’s  people  ;  and  doubtlefs 
this  was  one  main  reafon  of  the  deftrudlion  of  all  nations 
by  the  flood.  The  giants  that  were  in  thofe  days,  in  all 
likelihood,  got  themfelves  their  renown  by  their  great 
exploits  againft  Heaven,  and  the  remaining  fons  of  God 
that  had  not  corrupted  themfelves. 

We  read  that  juft  before  the  world  fhall  be  deftroyed 
by  fire,  4  the  nations  that  are  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
4  earth,  fhall  gather  together  againft  the  church  as  the  fand 
4  of  the  lea,  and  fhall  go  up  on  the  breadth  of  the  earth, 
*  and  compafs  the  camp  of  the  faints  about,  and  the  belo- 
4  ved  city  ;  and  then  fire  fhall  come  down  from  God  out 
4  of  heaven,  and  devour  them/  [Rev.  xx.  8,  9.]  And  it 
feems  there  was  that  which  was  very  parallel  to  it,  juft  be¬ 
fore  the  world  was  deftroyed  by  water.  And  therefore 
their  deftruftion  was  a  work  of  God  that  did  as  much 
belong  to  the  work  of  redemption,  as  the  deftrudlion  of 
the  Egyptians  belonged  to  the  redemption  of  the  children  of 
Ifrael  out  of  Egypt;  or  as  the  deftruftion  of  Sennacherib's 
migh  <;y  army,  that  had  compafled  about  Jerufalem  to 
deftroy  it,  belonged  to  God’s  redemption  of  that  city  from 
them. 

By  means  of  this  flood,  all  the  enemies  of  God’s 
church,  againft  whom  that  little  handful  had  no  ftrength, 
were  lwept  off  at  once,  (m)  God  took  their  part,  and 
appeared  for  them  againft  their  enemies,  drowned  thofe  ot 
whom  they  had  been  afraid  in  this  flood,  as  he  drowned 
the  enemies  of  Ifrael  that  purfued  them  in  the  Red  Sea. 

Indeed 


(m)  The  enemies  of  the  church  all  fwept  oft  at  omcehy  the  FLOOD.] 
Well,  faith  the  apoitle,  [Heb.  x.  31,.]  4  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall 
*  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.’  Dreadful  judgements  follow 
abitfed  mercies.  One  hundred  and  twenty  years  had  the  divine 

patience  waited— one  hundred  and  twenty  years  had  the  holy  pro- 

phet 
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Indeed  God  could  have  taken  other  methods  to  deli¬ 
ver  his  church  :  he  could  have  converted  all  the  world, 
inllead  of  drowning  it  ;  and  fo  he  could  have  taken  an¬ 
other  method  than  drowning  the  Egyptians  in  the  Red 
Sea.  But  that  is  no  argument,  that  the  method  that  he 
did  take,  was  not  a  method  to  fhow  his  redeeming 
mercy  to  his  people. 

By  the  deluge  the  enemies  of  God’s  people  were  dif- 
pofTefTcd,  and  the  whole  earth  given  to  Noah  and  his 
family  to  enjoy  in  quiet  ;  as  God  made  room  for  the 
Ifraelites  in  Canaan,  by  calling  out  their  enemies  from, 
before  them.  And  God’s  thus  taking  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
enemies  of  the  church,  and  giving  it  all  to  his  church, 
was  agreeable  to  that  promife  of  the  covenant  of  grace  : 
[Plal.  xxxvii.  9,  10,  n.]  4  For  evil  doers  fhall  be  cut 
‘  off ;  but  thole  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  they  fhall 
‘  inherit  the  earth.  For  yet  a  little  while  and  the 
k  wicked  fhall  not  be  :  yea,  thou  flialt  diligently  con- 
‘  fider  his  place,  and  it  fhall  not  be.  But  the  meek 
4  fhall  inherit  the  earth,  and  fhall  delight  themfelves  in 
4  the  abundance  of  peace.’ 

2.  Another  thing  belonging  to  the  fame  work,  was 
God’s  fo  wonderfully  preferving  that  family  of  which 

phet  warned  that  perverfe  generation  ;  but  in  vain.  Imagination 
is  too  weak  to  conceive,  as  well  as  language  to  paint,  the  awful 
event  which  follows — while 

•  . u  With  black  wings 

Wide  hovering,  all  the  clouds  together  drove 
From  under  heaven . .  .  . 

•  . And  now  the  thicken’d  iky 

Like  a  dark  ceiling  flood  ;  down  rufli’d  the  rain 
Impetuous,  and  continued,  till  the  earth 

No  more  was  feen  ;  the  floating  vefTel  fwam 
Uplifted,  and  fecure  with  beaked  prow 
Rode  tilting  o’er  the  waves  ;  all  dwellings  elfc 
I  lood  overwhelm’d,  and  them,  with  all  their  pomp. 

Deep  under  water  roll’d  ;  fea  cover’d  fea, 

Sea  without  fhore  ;  and  in  their  palaces, 

Where  luxury  late  reign’d,  fea  monflers  whelp’d 
And  flabled  ;  of  mankind,  fo  numerous  late, 

AH  left,  in  one  final!  bottom  fwam  embark’d.”— 

[Par.  Lofh  Book  xiv] - — [ll  U.] 

?  2  the 
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the  Redeemer  was  to  proceed,  when  all  the  reft  of  the 
World  was  drowned.  God’s  drowning  the  world,  and 
laving  Noah  and  his  family,  were  both  reducible  to  tin* 
great  w oik.  1  he  laving  Noah  and  his  family  belonged 
to  it  two  ways  ;  as  that  was  the  family  of  which  the  Re¬ 
deemer  was  to  proceed,  and  as  it  was  the  church  that  he 
had  redeemed.  It  was  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift  that 
was  chere  laved.  I  he  manner  of  God’$  faving  thofe 
performs,  when  all  the  world  befides  was  fo  overthrown, 
was  vciy  wonderful  and  remarkable.  It  was  a  wonder¬ 
ful  arid  remarkable  type  of  the  redemption  of  Chrift, 
wjf  that  redemption  that  is  fealed  by  the  baptifm  of  water, 
and  is  fo  fpoken  of  in  the  New  Teftament,  [as.  I.  Pet. 
iii.  20,  2i.]  6  Which  fometimes  were  difobedient,  when 
once  the  long- buffering  of  God  wailed  in  the  days  of 
6  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a  preparing,  wherein  few, 
that  is,  eight  fouls,  were  faved  by  water.  The  like 
Wigure  whereunto,  even  baptifm,  doth  alfo  now  fave  us, 
(not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the  flefh,  but  the 
anlwer  or  a  good  confcience  towards  God,)  by  the 
4  refurreftion  of  Jdus  Chrift.’  (n)  That  water  which 

w  allied 


(n)  JVhich  fomstime  were  difobedient ,  & c.J  At  prefent  we  fliall 
«omy  fubjoin  the  tranilation  and  paraphrafe  of  this  text  (including 
part  of  the  context])  from  Dr.  Doddridge,  which  perfectly  coin¬ 
cides  with  the  fenie  of  our  author,  and  we  think  with  the  truth. 
But  as  many  have  fuppofed  it  to  refer  to  another  period,  viz.  to 
Chrilf’s  preaching  in  the  invifihle  world,  we  fliall  in  the  proper 
place  reconlider  the  text  with  that  interpretation  of  it. 

I.  feter  iii.  18 — 22.  u  I  have  already  obferved,  that  if  it  be 
the  will  of  God  you  lliould  buffer,  it  is  better  it  fhould  be  for  do¬ 
ing  well  than  for  doing  evil ;  and  it  is  very  evidently  fo,  becaufe 
hereby  we  are  made  conformable  to  Chrift  our  head  and  leader, 
whom  it  cannot  but  be  our  glory  and  happjnefs  to  refemble  ;  for 
he  alfo  once  fuff ered  for  fins  ;  he,  who  was  fo  eminently  and  per¬ 
fectly  the  juft ,  buffered  for  the  unjuft,  for  our  benefit,  and  in  our 
Head,  that  he  might  introduce  us  to  God ,  and  fix  us  in  a  ftate  of 
acceptance  and  favourable  intercourfe  with  him,  being  indeed  put 
to  death  in  the  flefh,  by  thofe  enemies  whom  God  permitted  for  a 
while  to  triumph  over  him  ;  but  quickened  by  tJoc  Spirit  of  God, 
which  foon  re-animated  his  body,  and  railed  it  to  an  immortal  life: 
even  that  Spirit  by  the  infpiration  of  which  granted  to  his  faithful 

fervaut 
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f^afhed  away  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  cleared  the 
world  of  wicked  men,  was  a  type  of  the  blood  of  Chrifl: 
which  takes  away  our  fins.  That  water  which  delivered 
Noah  and  his  ions  from  their  enemies,  is  a  type  of  the 
blood  that  delivers  God’s  church  from  their  fpirituai 
enemies.  That  water  which  was  fo  plentiful,  that  it 
filled  the  world,  and  reached  above  the  tops  of  the  high- 
eft  mountains,  was  a  type  of  that  blood,  the  efficacy  of 
which  is  fo  abundant,  that  it  is  fnfficient  for  the  whole 
world  ;  fufficient  to  bury  the  higheft  mountains  of  fin. 
The  ark,  that  was  the  refuge  and  hiding-place  of  the 
church  in  this  time  of  form  and  flood,  was  a  type  of 


fervant  Noah,  going  forth  as  it  were,  in  that  progrefs  in  which  he 
employed  him,  he  preached  to  thole  notorious  Tinners,  who  for 
their  difobedience,  have  iinct  experienced  the  juft  feverity  of  the 
divine  vengeance,  and  are  now  in  the  condition  of  Teparate /pints, 
referved  as  it  were  In prifon. ,  to  the  feverer  judgement  at  the  great 
day.^  1  ipeakot  thole,  who  were  long fi nee  dij obedient,  no  hen  once 
the  abufed  and  intuited  long-fujfering  o  f  a  compallionate  God  waited 
upon  them,  in  the  days  of  the  patriarch  Noah ,  during  the  hue- 
eeffion  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  while  the  ark  -was  pre¬ 
paring  :  in  which  few,  that  Is,  eight  fouls,  of  Noah  and  his  wife, 
his  three  fons  and  their  wives,  were  carried  fafely  t  hr  on  oh  the  water, 
in  which  the  rendue  of  mankind  perifliedl  ‘  The  antitype  to  which, 
(or  tnat  which  correfponds  to,  and  was  figured  by  it,  that  is,  by 
the.  prefervation  of  Noah’s  family  in  the  ark,)  does  now  fane  ns, 
or  is  the  inftrument  of  our  iafetv  and  prefervation,  as  ‘the  ark 
was  or  theirs ;  [I  mean']  baptifm,  whereby  we  are  received  into 
the  Chiiftian  church,  and  numbered  amongft  the  heirs  of  falva- 
tion  ;  but  then  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  it  is  not  merely  the 
putting  away  the  pollution  of  the  fie/o  by  the  ufe  of  material  water, 
tor  that  would  be  very  infignificant ;  but  the  anfwer  of  a  good 
confcicuce,  the  reply  that  it  makes  when  interrogated  in  the  pre- 
feme  of  God,  and  Ipoken  in  Inch  a  language  as  he  only  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  hearing  and  underflanding ;  and  when  this  likewife  k 
found,  when  we  attain  falvation,  by  that  great  event  in  which  at 
b upturn  v,  e  declare  ouiielves  believers  j  1  mean  the  rejurredlion  of 
olu  h ° rd  Jefus  Chrifl  from  the  dead  ;  who  is  now  fet  down  at 
toe  right  hand  of  God,  being  gone  into  heaven,  there  to  take  pof- 
-emon  of  the  glory  prepared  tor  him,  where  he  reigns  lupreme 
over  ail  worlds,  all  the  angels  and  authorities  and  powers,  which 
are  there  enthroned,  being  made  fubjecl  to  him ,  and  humbly  bow- 
he-orc  ms  fuperior  dignity  and  authority.  [Fain.  Expofi] 

[I.  N.] 

Chrift 


io8  HISTORY  OF  REDE  M  PTIO  N. 

Chrift,  the  true  hiding-place  of  the  church  from  the 
ftorms  and  floods  of  God’s  wrath. 

3.  The  next  thing  obfervable  is,  the  new  grant  of  the 
earth  made  to  Noah  and  his  family  immediately  after  the 
flood,  as  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace.  The  facri- 
flee  of  Chrilt  was  reprefen  ted  by  Noah’s  building  an  altar 
to  tire  Lord,  and  offering  a  facrifice  of  every  clean  beaft, 
and  every  clean  fowl.  And  we  have  an  account  of  God’s 
accepting  this  facrifice,  and  thereupon  bleifing  Noah,  and 
cftablifhing  his  covenant  with  him,  and  with  his  feed, 
promifing  to  deftroy  the  earth  in  like  manner  no  more  ; 
this  fignifying  that,  by  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  God’s  people 
are  in  fafety  from  his  deftroying  judgements,  and  obtain 
the  bleifing  or  the  Lord.  And  God  now,  on  occafion 
of  this  facrifice  that  Noah  offered,  gives  him  and  his 
pofterity  a  new  grant  of  the  earth  ;  a  new  powder  of  do¬ 
minion  over  the  creatures,  as  founded  on  that  facrifice, 
nnd  fo  on  the  covenant  of  grace.  And  thus  it  is  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  diftintl  grant  from  that  which  was  made 
to  Adam,  [Gen.  i.  28.]  6  And  God  bleffed  them,  and 
4  God  faid  unto  them,  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  re- 
*  plenifh  the  earth,  and  fubdue  it  ;  and  have  dominion 
*a  over  the  fifh  of  the  fea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air, 

4  and  over  every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth.’ 
Which  grant  was  not  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace  ; 
for  it  was  given  to  Adam  while  he  was  under  the  covenant 
of  works,  and  therefore  was  rendered  void  when  that  cove¬ 
nant  ceafed.  The  firft  grant  of  the  earth  to  Adam  was 
founded  on  the  firft  covenant ;  and  therefore,  when  that, 
firft  covenant  was  broken,  the  right  conveyed  to  him  by 
it  was  forfeited  and  loft.  Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the 
earth  was  taken  away  from  mankind  by  the  flood  ;  for 
the  firll  giant  was  forfeited  ;  and  God  had  never  made 
another  after  that,  till  after  the  flood.  If  the  firft  cove¬ 
nant  had  not  been  broken,  God  never  would  have  drowned 
the  world,  and  fo  have  taken  it  away  from  mankind  ;  for 
then  the  firft  grant  would  have  flood  good.  But  that 
being  broken,  God,  after  a  while,  deftroyed  tfie  earth, 
when  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  upon  it. 


But 
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Bat  after  the  flood,  on  Noah’s  offering  a  facrifice  that 
reprefented  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  God,  in  fmeliing  a 
iweet  favour,  or  accepting  that  facrifice  (as  it  was  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  true  facrifice  of  Chrift,  which  is  a 
fweet  favour  indeed  to  God)  gives  Noah  a  new  grant  of 
the  earth,  founded  thereon  ;  or  on  that  covenant  of  grace 
which  is  by  the  facrifice  of  Chi  iff,  with  a  promife 
annexed,  that  now  the  earth  fhould  no  more  be  deftroy- 

7  J 

ed,  till  the  confummation  of  all  things  ;  as  you  may  fee 
in  Gen.  viii.  20,  21,  22.  and  chap.  ix.  1,  2,  3,  7. 
The  reafon  why  fuch  a  promife  was  added  to  this  grant 
made  to  Noah,  and  not  to  that  made  to  Adam,  was  be- 
caufe  this  was  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace,  'of 
which  Chrift  was  the  furety,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
broken.  And  therefore  it  comes  to  pafs  now,  that 
though  the  wickednefs  of  man  has  dreadfully  raged,  and 
the  earth  has  been  filled  with  violence  and  wickednefs  a 
thoufand  times,  one  age  after  another,  and  more  dread 
ful  and  aggravated  wickednefs  than  the  world  was  full  of 
before  the  flood,  being  againft  fo  much  greater  light  and 
mercy,  efpecially  in  thefe  days  of  the  gofpel  ;  yet  God  s 
patience  hold’s  out  ;  he  does  not  deftroy  the  earth  ;  his 
mercy  and  forbearance  abides  according  to  his  promife  ; 
and  his  grant  eftablifhed  with  Noah  and  his  ions  remains! 
firm  and  good,  being  founded  on  the  covenant  of  grace. 

4.  On  this  God  renews  with  Noah  and  his  fons  the 
covenant  of  grace,  Gen.  ix.  9,  10.  4  And  I,  behold, 

4  I  eftabiifh  my  covenant  with  you,  and  with  your  feed 
4  after  you,  and  with  every  living  creature  that  is  witlj* 
4  you,5  See.  ;  which  even  the  brute  creation  have  this 
benefit  of,  that  it  fhall  never  be  deftroyed  again  until  the 
confummation  of  all  things.  When  we  have  this  expref- 
lion  in  feripture,  my  covenant ,  it  commonly  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  (o)  The  manner  of 

expression* 


v  (c)  My  covenant  IS  generally  to  be  under  ft  cod  of  the  covenant 
grace.]  The  learned  are  by  no  means  agreed,  either  as  to  the 
derivation,  or  radical  meaning  of  the  original  term  berith  [nnsl. 
it  is  well  known  that  Mr,  Hutchinson  in  lifted  on  its  meaning 
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expreffion,  ‘  I  will  eftablifh  my  covenant  with  you,  arid 
with  your  feed  alter  you,»  thews  plainly,  that  it  was 

a  cove- 

the  purifier,  ^  or  a  purification- facrificc,  and  fo  conftantlv  tranflatec? 

■  anc  7-lt  e?tenn£  "Uo  ah  the  reveries  of  that  invenious 
an  on  this  lubject,  we  think  it  very  probable  that  the  word  might 

«ngmally  have  feme  fueh  import  -  and  jf  it  was  not  immediately 

e.iv  ed  horn  the  verb  [-uj  m  the  ftnfe  of  purifying,  it  mmht  ?> 

1 31 -,hfr  a  C°,  atC^a  relatlon  t0  lC\  There  is  no  doubt  but  facrifices 
vt  cie  on  eived  at  the  mititution  of  human  covenants,  or  compacts 

as  an  appeal  to  heaven  for  the  purity  and  fmcerity  of  the  parties 

facrificMvith Wf  th°T  C3n  there.be  anY  doubt,  hut  that  in  the 
v  ^  V  ViI‘,cb  th.e  covenant  of  grace  was  ratified  with  Abra- 

thatvrepM1"8  'fi  N-  hereatter)  t!le  offerer  looked  forward 
w  that  gieat  iaenhee  which  was  to  purify  from  fin.  In  this  view 

Sr:rnnffht  very  ?roper!y  ««»< 

•1  ‘v  T  pica!  purifications,  but  as  the  conditions  of 

from  all  fin  °7  that^wvand  ip^tleis  atonement,  which  cleanfei 

TvcBut\-ee  Dl‘  ®HARP’S,  Mr.  Bedford’s,  and  Mr.  Moody’s 
Differtations  on  this  word;  alio  Mr.  Catcott’s  Sermon  on  the 
juainm  ;  and  Mr.  Romaine’s  new  edition  of  Calafio’s  H*ab 
Concordance.]  [GIL  1 

(v)  I  mil! cjlaUiJb  my  covenant.}  As  otir  author  has  here  omiR 
,  3 icireumftance  of  lome  importance,  and  clofely  connected  with 

the  Hiltory  of  Redemption,  namely,  Noah’s  Prophecy,  we  Ihall 

taKe  the  liberty  to  fupply  it  from  Bp.  Newton’s  excellent  dif- 
iertation  on  this  fubjeht. 

^  It  is  an  excellent  charader  that  is  given  of  Noah,  [Gen.  vi. 

Tij  ]soaa  Wt]3  a.  J1i1l  man>  and  pertect  in  his  generations,  and 
.  ^oad  ^valked  with  God/  But  the  befl  of  men  are  not  without 
their  infirmities ;  and  Noah  [Gen.  ix.  20,  &c.]  having  ‘  planted 
a  vineyard,  and  drank  of  the  wine,5  became  inebriated,  not 
knowing,  perhaps,  the  nature  and  ilrength  of  the  liquor,  or  being 
tnrough  age  incapable  of  bearing  it ;  and  Mofes  is  lo  faithful  an 
iinronan,  that  he  records  the  failings  and  imperfections  of  the 
molt  veneiaole  patriarchs,  as  well  as  their  merits  and  virtues. 
Noah  in  this  condition  lay  4  uncovered  within  his  tent:  and  Ham- 
the  fathei  of  Canaan,  law  the  nakednefs  of  his  father  ;5  and  in~ 
iiead  of  concealing  his  weaknefs,  as  a  good*natured  man,  or,  at 
leaft,  a  dutiful  Ion,  would  have  done,  he  cruelly  expofed  it  to  his 
two  brethren  without:  but  Shem  and  Japheth,  more  compaffion- 
ate  to  the  infirmities  of  their  aged  father,  took  a  garment,  and 
went  backward  with  fiich  decency  and  refpeof,  that  they  faw  not 
the  nakednefs  of  their  father  at  the  fame  time  that  they  covered 
it.  When  Noah  awoke  from  his  wine,  he  was  informed  of  what 
Ins  youngei  fon  had  done  unto  him.  The  word  in  the  original 
hgmfies  his  little  fon  ;  and  feme  commentators,  therefore,  on  ac¬ 
count 


III?  ifil 

rdf  i||  ;  ] 

13  iilJ 


T 


I 


FROM  THE  FLOOD  TO  ABRAHAM’S  CALL.  m 

a  covenant  already  in  being,  that  had  been  made,  and  that 
Noah  would  bv  that  denomination  underftand  what  co- 

J 

venant  it  was,  viz.  the  covenant  of  grace. 

5.  God’s 


count  of  what  follows,  have  imagined  that  Canaan  joined  with  his 
father  Ham  in  this  mockery  and  infult  upon  Noah  ;  and  the  Jewiflx 
rabbins  have  a  tradition,  that  Canaan  was  the  frit  who  faw  Noah 
in  this  pofture,  and  then  went  and  called  his  father  Ham,  and  con¬ 
curred  with  him  in  ridiculing  and  expofing  the  old  man.  But 
this  is  a  very  arbitrary  method  of  interpretation  ;  no  mention  was 
made  before  of  Canaan  and  of  what  he  had  done,  but  only  of 
Ham  the  father  of  Canaan  •  and  of  him  therefore  mull  the  phrafe 
of  little  fon  or youngejl  fon  be  naturally  or  necelfarily  underftood. 

44  In  confecjuence  of  this  different  behaviour  of  the  three  fons, 
Noah,  as  a  patriarch,  was  enlightened,  and  as  the  father  of  a  fa¬ 
mily,  who  is  to  reward  or  punifli  his  children,  was  impoveered  to 
foretel  the  different  fortunes  of  their  families ;  for  this  prophecy 
relates  not  fo  much  to  themfelves,  as  to  their  pofterity,  the  people 
and  nations  deicended  from  them.  He  was  not  prompted  by  wine 
or  refentment ;  for  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  could  infufe  the 
knowledge  of  futurity,  or  inlpire  him  with  the  prefcience  of  events* 
which  happened  hundreds,  nay  thoufands  of  years  afterwards  : 
but  God,  willing  to  manifefl  his  fuperintendance  and  government 
of  the  world,  indued  Noah  with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  and  ena¬ 
bled  him  in  fome  meafure  to  difclofe  the  purpofes  of  his  provi¬ 
dence  towards  the  future  race  of  mankind.  At  the  fame  time  it 
was  lome  comfort  and  reward  to  Shem  and  Japheth,  for  their  re¬ 
verence  and  tendernefs  to  their  father,  to  hear  of  the  bleffing  and 
enlargement  of  their  poderity  ;  and  it  was  fome  mortification  and 
pnnifliment  to  Ham,  for  his  mockery  and  cruelty  to  his  father,  to 
hear  of  the  malediction  and  fervitude  of  fome  of  his  children,  and 
that  as  he  was  a  wicked  fon  himfelf,  fo  a  wicked  race  fhould  fpring 
from  him. 

u  This,  then,  was  Noah’s  prophecy  :  and  it  was  delivered*  as 
mod  of  the  ancient  prophecies  were  delivered,  [Lmvtld s  Prelec¬ 
tion,  xviii.]  in  metre,  for  the  help  of  the  memory.  [Gen.  ix.  2  j5 
26,  27.] 

4  Curled  be  Canaan. 

4  A  fervant  of  fervants  fliall  he  be  unto  his  brethren* 

‘  Blelfed  be  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Shem  ■ 

4  And  Canaan  fliall  be  their  fervant. 


4  God  fliall  enlarge  Japheth* 

4  And  fliall  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem  j* 

4  And  Canaan  fliall  be  their  fervant.’ 

Canaan  was  the  fourth  ion  of  Ham,  according  to  the  order  where* 
in  they  are  mentioned  in  the  enfuing  chapter.  And  for  what  rea- 
fon  can  you  believe  that  Canaan  was  fo  particularly  marked  out 

CL  for 


ixt  HISTORY  of  redemption. 


5-  God’s  difappointing  the  defign  of  building  the  city 
and  tower  of  Eabel  belongs  alfo  to  the  great  work  of 

redemption. 


for  the  ctirfe,  for  his  father  Ham’s  tranfgreffion  >  But  where 
wouid  be  the  juftice  °r  equity  to  pafs  by  Ham  himfelf,  with  the 
reit  of  his  children,  and  to  punifli  only  Canaan  for  what  Ham  had 
committed  ?  Such  arbitrary  proceedings  are  contrary  to  all  our 
ideas  of  the  divine  perfections ;  and  we  may  fay  in  this  cafe  what 
was  laid  in  another,  [Gen.  xviii,  25.  J  <  Shall  not  the  judge  of  all 
4  the  earth  do  right?’  The  curfe  was  fo  far  from  being  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  Canaan  for  his  father  Ham’s  tranfgreffion,  that  we 
do  not  read  that  it  was  pronounced  for  his  own,  nor  was  executed 
till  leveral  hundred  years  after  his  death.  The  truth  is,  the  curfe 
is  to  be  underftood  not  fo  properly  of  Canaan,  as  of  his  depen¬ 
dents  to  the  latefl  generations.  It  is  thinking  meanly  of  the  an¬ 
cient  prophecies  of  fcripture,  and  having  very  imperfeff,  very  un- 
w  orthy  conceptions  or  them,  to  limit  their  intention  to  particular 
perfons  ......  We  muff  affix  a  larger  meaning  to  them,  and 

undei  Hand  them  not  of  lingle  perfons,  but  of  whole  nations ;  and 
tneieby  a  nobler  fcene  of  things,  and  a  more  extenfive  profpeCt, 
will  be  opened  to  11s  of  the  divine  difpenfations.  The  curfe  of 
Lrv  itude  pionounced  upon  Canaan,  and  fo  likewife  the  promife  of 
bl effing  and  enlargement  made  to  Shem  and  Japheth,  are  by  no 
means  to  be  confined^  to  their  own  perfons,  but  extend  to  their 
v\  hole  race  ....  1  he  curie,  therefore,  upon  Canaan  was  pro¬ 
per  ly  a  curfe  upon  the  Canaanites.  God  toreleeing  the  wickednefs 
ot  this  people,  (which  began  in  their  lather  Ham,  and  greatly  in- 
created  in  this  branch  or  his  family)  commiffioned  Noah  to  pro¬ 
nounce  a  curie  upon  them,  and  to  devote  them  to  the  fervitude 
and  mifery  which  their  more  common  vices  and  iniquities  would 
defer ve.  And  this  account  was  plainly  written  by  Mofes,  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Ifraelites,  to  fupport  and  animate  them  in 
their  expedition  againft  a  people,  who  by  their  tins  had  forfeited 
the  divine  protection,  and  were  deftined  to  ilavery  from  the  days 
of  Noah. 

<c  We  fee  the  purport  and  meaning  of  the  prophecy,  and  now 
let  us  attend  to  the  completion  of  it.  4  Curfed  be  Canaan  ;r  and 
the  Canaanites  appear  to  have  been  an  abominably  wicked  people. 
The  lin  and  punilhment  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomor¬ 
rah,  and  the  cities  of  the  plain,  are  too  well  known  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  fpecified  ;  and  for  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  land,  which 
was  promifed  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  God  bore  with  them  4  till 
i  their  iniquity  was  full.*  [Gen.  xv.  16.]  They  were  not  only 
addicted  to  idolatry,  which  was  then  the  cafe  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  world,  but  were  guilty  of  the  worll  fort  of  idolatry  ;  4  for 
*  every  abomination  to  the  Lord,  which  he  hateth,  have  they 
^  done  unto  their  gods  ;  for  even  their  ions  and  their  daughters 
they  have  burnt  in  the  hre  to  their  Gods/  [Deut.  xii.  31.]  And 

was 
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redemption.  For  that  was  undertaken  in  oppofition  to 
this  great  building  of  God  which  we  are  fpeaking  of. 

Men’s 

was  it  not  a  curfe  in  the  nature  of  things,  as  well  as  in  the  juft 
judgement  of  God,  delervedly  entailed  upon  fuch  a  people  and 
nation  as  this  ?  It  was  not  4  for  their  own  righteoufnefs  that  the 
4  Lord  brought  the  Ifraelites  in  to  poflefs  the  land  ;  but  for  the 
4  wickednefs  of  thefe  nations  did  the  Lord  drive  them  out [Dent* 
ix.  4.]  and  he  would  have  driven  out  the  Ifraelites  in  like  man¬ 
ner  for  the  very  fame  abominations.  [See  Lev.  xviii.  25,  &:c.] 

44  But  the  curfe  particularly  implies  fervitude  and  iubjeEtion, 

<  Curfed  be  Canaan  ;  a  fervant  of  fervants  fliall  he  be  unto  his 
*  brethren.’  It  is  very  well  known  that  the  word  bretbre?i  in 
Hebrew  comprehends  more  diftant  relations.  The  defcendents 
therefore  of  Canaan  wrere  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  defcendents  of  both 
Shem  and  Japheth  :  and  the  natural  confequence  of  vice,  in  com¬ 
munities  as  well  as  in  fingle  perfons,  is  ilavery.  The  fame  thing 
is  repeated  again  and  again  in  the  two  following  verfes,  4  and 
4  Canaan  fliall  be  fervant  to  them,  or  their  fervant fo  that  this 
is  as  it  were  the  burden  of  the  prophecy.  Some  critics  take 
the  phrafe  of  6  fervant  of  fervants  ’  ftriCtly  and  literally,  and  fay 
that  the  prediction  was  exactly  fulfilled,  when  the  Canaanites 
became  fervants  to  the  Ifraelites,  who  had  been  fervants  to  the 
Egyptians.  But  this  is  refining  too  much  ;  the  phrafe  of  fervant 
of  fervants  is  of  the  fame  turn  and  caft  as  holy  of  holies,  king  of 
kings,  fong  of  fongs,  and  the  like  expreflions  in  fcripture ;  and 
imports  that  they  fhould  be  the  lowefi:  and  bafefl  of  fervants. 

44  It  was  feveral  centuries  after  the  delivery  of  this  prophecy, 
when  the  Ifraelites,  who  were  defcendents  of  Shem,  under  the 
command  of  Jofliua  invaded  the  Canaanites,  fmote  above  thirty  of 
their  kings,  took  poflefiion  of  their  land,  (lew  feveral  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  made  the  Gibeonites  and  others  fervants  and  tributaries, 
and  Solomon  afterwards  fubdued  the  reft.  [ILChron.  viii.  7,  8,  9.] 
The  Greeks  and  Romans  too,  who  were  defcendents  of  Japheth, 
not  only  fubdued  Syria  and  Palelline,  but  alfo  purified  and  con¬ 
quered  luch  of  the  Canaanites  as  were  any  where  remaining,  as 
for  inftance,  the  Tyrians  and  Carthaginians,  the  former  of  whom 
were  ruined  by  Alexander  and  the  Grecians,  and  the  latter  by 
Scipio  and  the  Romans.  44  This  fate,”  fays  Mr.  Mede,  44  was 
it  that  maae  Hannibal,  a  child  of  Canaan,  cry  out  with  amaze? 
ment  of  his  foul,  Agnnfco  fortunam  Carthaginis ,  I  acknowledge 
the  fortune  of  Carthage.”  And  ever  fince  the  miferable  remain¬ 
der  of  his  people  have  been  Haves  to  a  foreign  yoke,  firft  to  the 
Saracens,  who  defcended  from  Shem,  and  afterwards  to  the  Turks, 

who  defcended  from  japheth  ;  and  they  groan  under  their  domi¬ 
nion  a't  this  day. 

44  Hitherto  we  have  explained  the  prophecy  according  to  the 
prefent  copies  of  our  bible  :  but  if  we  were  to  correCt  the  text,  as 

>Y« 
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-..-a  L  s  going  about  to  build  fucli  a  city  and  tower  was  an. 
t  or  the  con  option  that  mankind  were  now  again 

fallen 

we  fhould  any  ancient  clalfic  author  in  a  like  cafe,  the  whole  per¬ 
haps  might  be  made  eafier  and  plainer.  Ham  the  father  of  Canaan 
is  mentioned  m  the  preceding  part  of  the  ftory  ;  and  how  then 
came  the  perfon  of  a  hidden  to  be  changed  into  Canaan  >  The 
Ara’mc  verfion  in  thefe  three  verfes  hath  the  father  of  Canaan  in- 
head  of  Canaan,  Some  copies  of  the  Septuagint  likewife  have 
Iiam  initead  of  Canaan,  as  if  Canaan  was  a  corruption  of  the 
Vatablus  and  others  by  Canaan  underhand  the  father  of 
Canaan,  which  was  exprelled  twice  before.  And  if  w7e  regard 
the  metre,  this  line  Curled  be  Canaan,  is  much  fhorter  than  the 
i  ell,  as  if  fomething  wras  deficient.  May  w7e  not  fuppofe  there- 
foie,  (without  taking  fuch  liberties  as  Father  Houbigant  hath 
wiiU  the  Hebiew  text)  that  the  copyift  by  miftake  wrote  only 
Canaan,  in  fie  ad  or  Ham  the  fatner  of  Canaan,  and  that  the  whole 
pafiage  was  oiiginatiy  tnus  ?  4  and  Ham  the  father  of  Canaan  faw 
tne  nakeoneis  of  his  father,  and  told  his  two  brethren  without. 
And  Noah  awoke  from  his  wine,  and  knew  wdiat  his  vouno-er 
ion  had  done  unto  him.  And  ne  laid,  curled  he  Ham  the  father 
of  Canaan,  a  feivant  of  lervants  (hall  he  be  unto  his  brethren. 

-  And  he  laid,  Blelfed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Shem  ;  and  Ham  the 
‘father  of  Canaan  fhall  be  fervant  to  them.  God  fhall  enlarge 
‘  Japheth  ;  and  he  fhall  dvyell  in  the  tents  of  Shem  ;  and  Ham 
4  the  father  of  Canaan  Ihall  be  fervant  to  them.5 

44  By  this  reading  all  the  three  fons  cf  Noah  are  included  in 
the  jpi ophecy ,  wdiereas  othenvife  Ham,  who  was  the  offender,  is 
excluded,  or  is  only  puniilied  in  one  of  his  children.  Ham  is 
cha? aHenzed  as  tee  father  of  Canaan  particularly,  for  the  greater 
encouragement  of  the  Ifraelites,  who  were  going  to  invade  the 
land  of  Canaan  y  and  when  it  is  laid,  4  Curfed  beldam  the  father 
*  °I  Canaan  ;  a  lervantof  fervants  fnall  he  be  unto  his  brethren 
it  is  implied  that  his  whole  race  was  devoted  to  fervitude,  but  par¬ 
ticularly  the  Canaanites.  Not  that  this  was  to  take  eftedt  immedi¬ 
ately,  but  was  to  be  fulfilled  in  procefs  of  time,  when  they  fliould 
forfeit  their  liberties  by  their  wickednefs.  Ham  at  fir  ft  fubdned 
iome  of  the  poftent^  of  Shem,  as  Canaan  lometimes  conquered 
japheth  ;  the  Carthaginians,  who  were  originally  Canaanites,  did 
particularly  in  Spain  and  Italy  :  but  in  time  they  were  to  be  fub- 
dued,  and  to  become  fervants  to  Shem  and  Japheth;  and  the 
change  of  their  fortune  from  good  to  bad  would  render  the  curie 
fbl!  more  yifible.  Egypt  wras  the  land  of  Ham,  as  it  is  often  cal¬ 
led  in  feripture  ;  and  for  many  years  it  was  a  great  and  floiirifhing 
kingdom  :  but  it  was  fubdued  by  the  Perfians,  who  defeended 
from  Shem,  and  afterwards  by  the  Grecians,  who  defeended  from 
frpbeth  ;  and  from  that  time  to  this  it  hath  conftantiy  been  infuh- 
jea'ion  to  lome  or  other  of  the  pofterity  of  Shem  or  Japheth.  The 

whole 
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fallen  into.  This  city  and  tower  was  fet  up  In  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  city  of  God,  as  the  god  that  they  built  it  to 

was 

whole  continent  of  Africa  was  peopled  principally  by  the  children 
of  Ham  ;  and  for  how  many  ages  have  the  better  parts  of  that 
country  laid  under  the  dominion  of  the  Romans,  and  then  of  the 
Saracens,  and  now  of  the  Turks  ?  In  what  wickedncis,  ignorance, 
barbarity,  fluvery,  mifery,  live  moll  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  of 
the  poor  negroes  how  many  hundreds  every  year  are  fold  and 
bought  like  bealls  in  the  market,  and  are  conveyed  from  one  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  world  to  do  the  work  of  bealls  in  another  ?  ” 

u  Nothing  can  be  more  complete  than  the  execution  of  the  fen- 
tence  upon  Flam  as  well  as  upon  Canaan  :  and  now  let  us  conlider 
the  promiles  made  to. Shem  and  Japheth.  And  he  laid  (ver.  26.) 

4  Blelfed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Shem  ;  and  Canaan  lhall  be  his  fer- 
6  vant or  rather,  4  and  Canaan  lhall  be  fervant  to  them,  or  their 
6  fervant/  that  is,  to  his  brethren  ;  for  that,  as  we  obferved  before, 
is  the  main  part  of  the  prophecy,  and  therefore  is  fo  frequently 
repeated.  A  learned  critic  in  the  Hebrew  lauguage,  who  hath 
lately  publifhed  fome  remarks  on  the  printed  Flehrew  text,  [Ken, 
p.  56 i .  J  faith,  that  44  if  it  fhouldbe  thought  preferable  to  refer  the 
word  blejfed  diredlly  to  Shem,  as  the  word  curfed  is  to  Canaan  ; 
the  words  may  be  (and  perhaps  more  pertinently)  rendered,  4  Blef- 
4  fed  of  Jehovah,  my  God,  be  Shem!’  (S  ee  Gen.  xxiv.  31.”] 

[So  Mr.  Hcv'vey  (remarks  on  Lord  Bolingbroke,  p.  58. )  44 1  would 
not  tranllate  the  words,  4  Blelfed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Shem  but 
4  blelfed  of  the  Lord  God  is  Shem.’  (As  before  he  reads,  not 
4  curfed  be  Canaan,’  but  4  curfed  is  Canaan.’;  This  will  put  a 
ftriking  contrail  between  the  doom  of  the  religious  fcofter,  and 
the  reward  of  filial  piety . This  fenfe  the  original  lan¬ 

guage  wall  very  commodioully  bear,  and  the  event  feems  to  re¬ 
quire.”  We  would  juft  add  to  this  digrelfion,  that  the  interpre¬ 
tation  of  this  ingenious  writer  nearly  coincides  with  tiiat  of  his 
Lordllnp,  above  cited,  except  in  his  correction  of  the  original 
text.] 

44  Or  if  we  choofe  (as  moll  perhaps  will  choofe)  to  follow  our 
own  as  well  as  all  the  ancient  verfions,  we  may  obferve,  that  the 
old  patriarch  doth  not  fay,  Blelfed  be  Shem ,  as  he  faid,  Curfed  be 
Canaan  ;  for  mens’  evil  lpringeth  of  themfelves,  but  their  good 
Irom  God  :  and  therefore  in  a  ftrain  of  devotion  breaking  forth 
into  thankfgiving  to  God  as  the  author  of  all  good  to  Shem  :  nei- 
thei  doth  he  fay  the  lame  to  Japheth :  for  God  certainly  may  dif- 
penfe  his  particular  favours  according  to  his  good  plealure,  and 
falyation  was  to  be  derived  to  mankind  through  Shem  and  his  pof- 
terity.  God  prefers  Shem  to  his  elder  brother  Japheth,  as  Jacob 
was  afterwards  preferred  to  Efau,  and  David  to  his  elder  brothers, 
to  (how  that  the  order  of  grace  is  not  always  the  lame  as  the  order 
of  nature,  d  he  Lord  being  called  the  God  of  Shem  particularly. 


1:6  hist o r y  of  redemption, 

was  their  pride.  Being  funk  into  a  difpofltion  to  forfak- 
thC  tFUe  God’  the  they  fet  up  in  his  toon,; 

was 

it  is  plainly  intimated  that  the  Lord  would  be  his  God  in  a  parti- 

theapo"vrof  Shn  fCC°frdlngly  the  Church  of  God  was  among 
-  P“W  ot  Shem  lor  federal  generations ;  and  of  them  fRo-r 

!X’  A  As  concerning  theftefh  Chrift  came.  L  ' 

^  Japheth  was  not  difmifled  without  a  promife,  (ver. 
47-)  Crod  dial!  enlarge  japheth,  and  he  fhall  dwell  in  the  tents  of 

G^l  *CaT  ^  bCoferVant  t0  them>  -  fervant/ 
V  >  fmar'€  Japheth.  Some  render  the  word,  (it  is  fo  ren- 

Japh-h  °u  °ur  blbles)  God  perfuade  or  allure 

japheth,  io  that  he  fliall  come  over  to  the  true  religion,  and  dwell 

m  the  tents  ot  Shem.  But  the  belt  critics  in  the  language  have  re- 

marked,  behdes  other  reafons,  that  they  who  traiate*  the  word 

by  puiuade  oi  allure,  did  not  confider,  that  when  it  is  fo  taken,  it 

j  ,.,ed  in  a  bad  len/e,  and  governs  an  accufative  cafe,  and  not  a 

.aa“  pxaCieh  God  dlad  enlarge  Japheth,  or  unto  Ja- 
Phetn,  is  the  hell  rendering;  and  in  the  original  there  is  a  manifefl 

alluhon  to  japheth  s  name,  fuch  as  is  familiar  to  the  Hebrew  wri¬ 
ters*  As  it  was  faidofNoah,  [Gen.  v.  29.]  this  fame  fliall  coni* 
fort  11  s,  the  name  or  Noah  being  thought  to  flgnify  comfort  ;  S6 
it  io  laid  here  God- fliall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  the  name  of  japheth 

Was  JaPbeth  then  more  enlarged"  than 
the  re tr  ^  X  es,  he  was,  both  in  territory  and  children  :  the  terri- 
toiiCb  ot  Japheth  s  pofierity  were  indeed  very  large  ;  for,  befides 
ad  Lurope  great  and  extenfive  as  it  is,  they  poflefled  the  Leffer 
Ami,  Media,  and  part  of  Armenia,  Iberk,  Albania,  and  thofe 
va  t  regions  towards  the  north,  which  anciently  the  Scythians  in¬ 
habited,  and  now  the  Tartars  inhabit ;  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  new  world  was  peopled  by  fome  of  his  northern  defcen- 
dtpts  palling  thither  by  the  flraits  of  Anian.  The  enlargement 
of  Japneth  may  alfo  denote  a  numerous  progeny  as  well  as  ample 
territory  :  and  if  you  confult  the  genealogies  of  the  three  brothers 
compriied  in  the  following  chapter,  you  will  find  that  Japheth  had 
ie\en  ions,  wheieas  Ham  had  only  four,  and  Shem  only  five  :  and 
the  northern  hive  (as  Sir  William  Temple  denominates  it)  was  al¬ 
ways  remaikable  mi  its  fecundity,  and  hath  been  continually  pour¬ 
ing  fourth  fwarms,  and  fending  out  colonies  into  the  more"  fouth- 

em  parts,  both  in  Europe  and  in  Alia,  both  in  former  and  in  later 
times. 

u  ^be  following  claufe,  c  and  he  fliall  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
s  Shem,5  is  capable  of  a  double  confiru&ion  ;  for  thereby  mav  be 
meant  either  that  God  or  that  6  Japheth  fliall  dwell  in  the  tents 
of  Shem  :  in  the  tents  of  shem,  iaith  he,  fptaking  according  to 
tne  fimplicity  of  thole  times,  when  men  dwelt  in  tents  and  not  in 
hoiiies.  They  who  prefer  the  former  conflrucfion,  feem  to  have 
the  authority  of  the  original  text,  on  their  fide ;  for  there  is  no  other 

1  noun 
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was  themfelves,  their  own  glory  and  fame.  And  as  this 
city  and  tower  had  its  foundation  laid  in  the  pride  and 
vanity  of  men  ;  io  it  was  built  on  a  foundation  exceed¬ 
ingly  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  foundation  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  his  redeemed  city,  which  has 
its  foundation  laid  in  humility. 

Therefore  God  faw  that  it  tended  to  fruftrate  the  de- 
fign  of  that  great  building  which  was  founded,  not  in  the 
haughtinefs  of  men  but  in  the  purpofes  of  God  ;  thus  the 
thing  that  they  did  difplealed  the  Lord,  and  he  con¬ 
founded  the  delign,  not  fuffering  them  to  bring  it  to 
perfection  ;  as  he  will  fruflrate  all  other  deligns  fet  up  in 
opposition  to  the  great  building  of  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion. 


noun  to  govern  the  verbs  in  the  period,  but  God  ;  there  is  no  pro¬ 
noun  in  the  Hebrew,  anfwering  to  the  he  which  is  inferted  in  our 
Englifh  tranflation :  and  the  whole  fentence  would  run  thus,  4  God 
will  enlarge  Japheth,  and  will  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem  and 
the  Chaldee  of  Onkelos  alfo  thus  paraphrafeth  it,  4  and  will  make 
4  his  glory  to  dwell  in  the  tabernacles  of  Shem.’  Thole  who  pre- 
ter  the  latter  condrubtion,  feem  to  have  done  it,  that  they  might 
refer  this  27th  verfe  wholly  to  Japheth,  as  they  refer  the  26th 
wholly  to  Shem ;  but  the  other  appears  to  me  the  more  natural 
and  eaf;y  conlfi uetion.  Taken  in  either  fenle,  the  prophecy  hath 
been  mod  punctually  fulfilled.  In  the  former  fenfe  it  was  fulfilled 
literally,  when  the  Shechinah,  or  divine  prefence,  reded  in  the 
ark,  anc!  dwelt  in  the  tabernacle  and  temple  of  the  jews  ;  and 
when  4  the  Word  who  was  with  God  and  was  God,  [John  i,  i. 
4  pitched  his  tent,  and  dwelt  among  us.’  [ver.  14.]  In 

the  latter  fenfe  it  was  fulfilled  fird,  when  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
who  fprung  originally  from  Japheth,  fubdued  and  pofiefTed  Judea, 
and  other  countries  of  Afia,  belonging  to  Shem  ;  and  again  fpi- 
ritually,  when  they  were  profelyted  to  the  true  religion,  and  they 
who  were  not  Ifraelites  by  birth,  became  Ifraelites  by  faith,  and 
lived,  as  we  and  many  other  of  Japheth’s  poderity  do  at  this  day, 
within  the.paLe  of  the  church  of' thrift. 

,  4 4  What  think  you  now  ?  Is  not  this  a  mod  extraordinary  pro- 
pnecy  ?  A  prophecy  that  was  delivered  near  four  thoufand  years 
ago,  and  yet  hath  been  fulfilling  through  the  feveral  periods  of 
time  to  this  day !  It  is  both  wonderful  and  indruCIive.  It  is  the 

hi  dory  of  the  world  as  it  were  in  epitome.”- - [Diflert.  on  the 

Prophecies-,  Vol.  1.  Dif.  1.] 

[  I  he  lad  ieinaik  will,  we  hope,  fufficiently  apologize  for  the 
length  of  this  quotation.]  [G  E.] 

Ill 


s 
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In  the  fecond  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  where  the  prophet  Is 
defcribing  God’s  fetting  up  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  the 
world,  he  foretells  that  he  will,  in  order  to  it,  bring 
down  the  haughtinefs  of  men,  and  how  the  day  of  the 
Lord  ihall  he  on  every  high  tower,  and  upon  every 
fenced  wall,  &c.  Chrift’s  kingdom  is  eftablilhed  by 
bringing  down  every  high  thing  to  make  way  for  it, 
[II.  Cor.  x.  4,  5.]  ‘  for  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are 
*  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  ft  rong 
‘  holds,  calling  down  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing 
‘  that  exalteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God/ 
What  is  done  in  a  particular  foul,  to  make  way  for  the 

fetting  up  of  Chrift’s  kingdom,  is  to  deftroy  Babel  in  that 
foul. 

They  intended  to  have  built  Babel  up  to  heaven.  That 
building  which  is  the  fubjeCl  we  are  now  upon,  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  built  lo  high,  that  its  top  (hall  reach  to  heaven 
indeed,  as  it  will  to  the  higheft  heavens  at  the  end  of  the 
world,  when  it  Ihall  be  finijfhed :  and  therefore  God  would 
not  buffer  the  building  of  his  enemies,  that  they  defigned 
to  build  up  to  heaven  in  oppolition  to  it,  to  profper.  (q^) 
It  they  had  gone  on  and  profpered  in  building  that  city 
and  tower,  it  might  have  kept  the  world  of  wicked  men, 
the  enemies  of  the  church,  together,  as  was  their  defign. 
They  might  have  remained  united  in  one  vaft,  powerful 
city,  and  io  have  been  too  powerful  for  the  city  of  God, 
and  quite  fwallowed  it  up. 

I  his  city  of  Babel  is  the  fame  with  the  city  of  Baby¬ 
lon  ;  for  Babylon  in  the  original  is  Babel  :  but  Babylon 
was  a  city  that  is  always  fpoken  of  in  feripture  as  chiedy 
oppofite  to  the  city  of  God.  Babylon  and  Jerufalem, 
or  Zion,  are  often  oppofed  to  each  other,  both  in  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament.  This  city  was  a  powerful  and 


(oj)  G-orf  friijt rated  their  defign  in  building  Babel.]  Their  de- 
jig  n  and  the  method  in  which  God  fru ft  rated  it  are  two  very  im¬ 
portant  fubjefts  of  inquiry,  and  for  brevity  fake  we  Ihall  coniider 
them  in  connection  ;  firft  Hating  the  principal  hypothecs  of  the 
learned,  and  then,  comparing  them  with  the  feripture  account,  at¬ 
tempt  to  throw  fome  new  light  on  thi*  very  complicated  fubjeCt. 


terrible 
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terrible  enemy  to  the  city  of  God  afterwards,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  great  check  put  to  the  building  of  it  in  the 

begin- 

We  have  not  only  the  authority  of  Mofes  for  the  exigence  of 
this  tower,  but,  (which  unhappily  is  of  more  weight  with  fome) 
the  concurrent  teftimonies  of  ieveral  heathen  writers,  particularly 
Herodotus,  who  defcribes  the  remains  of  it  in  his  time  ;  and  even 
fome  modern  travellers,  as  Rawwolf  and  Della  Valle ,  have  feen  im- 
menfe  heaps  of  ruins  which  they  conceived  to  be  thofe  of  Babel, 
though  they  are  not  well  agreed  in  its  fituation.  [See  Univ.  Hi  ft* 
Vol.  i.  p.  334—337-] 

It  is  however  not  lb  evident,  what  induced  4  the  children  of 
*  men’  to  erect  this  edifice.  Mofes  has  indeed  mentioned  their 
motive,  but  then  the  learned  are  not  well  agreed  as  to  the  import 
of  his,  or  rather  of  their  words  ;  [Gen.  xi.  4.]  4  And  they  laid, 

4  Go  to,  let  us  build  a  city  and  a  tower  whofe  top  [may  reach]  unto 
4  heaven,  [/.  e.  very  high]  and  let  us  make  us  a  name,  left  we  be 
4  fcattered  abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.’  But  how 
ftiould  the  making  them  a  name  prevent  their  being  fcattered  ? 
i  he  anlwer  to  this  is  not,  perhaps,  lo  difficult  as  fome  have  thought* 
The  erection  of  a  city  and  a  tower,  and  forming  themfelves  into, a 
compact  body,  a  powerful  corporation,  as  we  lliould  fay,  was  the 
moll  natural  means  to  preierve  themfelves  together,  as  well  as  to 
perpetuate  their  memory  to  pofterity.  Nor  is  this  all  ;  their  ma¬ 
king  themfelves  a  name,  implies  the  atchievement  of  fomething 
delerving  one  ;  and  certainly  the  more  firm,  powerful,  and  great 
they  were,  the  lefs  danger  remained  of  their  being  fcattered.  Not 
to  la\ ,  that  in  fuch  a  body,  men  might  enjoy  many  conveniences 

and  advantages,  which  a  ftate  of  folitary  wandering  would  not  ad¬ 
mit. 

Some  learned  men,  however,  not  aware  of  this,  or  not  feeing  it 
an  the  lame  point  ot  view,  have,  to  avoid  the  difficulty,  rendered  the 
words  in  a  different  manner.  Dr.  G.  Sharp  [Origin  of  Lang* 
jp.  29.]  takes  the  word  [tzw]  for  a  particle  of  place,  and  mandates 
Tt  ‘  Let  us  prepare. — work,  esV.  for  ourfelves  there;’  and  it  can¬ 
not  be  denied  that  the  words  (without  regarding  the  vowel  points) 
may  be  fo  tianilated,  but  then,  as  the  phrafe  to  make  onefelf  a 
name  is  perfectly  fcriptural  [See  II.  Sam.  viii.  13.— If.  lxiii.  12, 
*4-  Jer-  xxxii.  20. — Dan.  ix.  15.]  and  familiar,  and  we  hope  has 
^n  explained  in  a  rational  and  intelligible  fenfe,  there  feems  tQ 
be  no  necefiity  for  departing  from  it. 

Some  critics,  particularly  Dr.  Tennison  and  Mr.  Hjjtchin- 
son,  from  the  circumftance  pf  the  tower  being  in  after  times  ufed 
for  idolatrous  purpofes,  have  conceived  that  fuch  was  its  original 
deugn;  and  therefore  have  fuppofed  this  word  [cw]  to  be  the 
pame  of  the  idol  to  which  it  was  eredted;  but  as  this  is  mere  con¬ 
jecture,  little  ftrels  can  be  laid  on  it.  Nor  does  the  erection  of  aa 
idol  give  any  reafon  why  they  ftiould  not  be  fcattered.  This, 
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beginning.  But  it  might,  and  probably  would,  have 
been  vaftly  more  powerful,  and  able  to  vex  and  deftroy 
th-'  church  of  God,  if  it  had  not  been  thus  checked. 

Thus 


however,  is  a  very  ancient  tradition,  being  found  in  the  Tar<nirns 
both  of  Jonathan  and  Jerufalem,  befides  a  Samaritan  one  ;  and  if 
it  could  be  proved  to  be  well  founded,  would  perfectly  agree  with 
the  expofition  above  given,  and  give  the  cleared:  reafon  of  the  di¬ 
vine  mterpofition,  which  is  the  next  circumdance  to  be  confidered. 

‘  And  the  Lord  came  down  to  fee  the  city  and  the  tower  which 
c  the  children  of  men  builded.  And  the  Lord  faid  [or  4  had  Laid ’] 
c  Behold,  the  people  is  one,  [united  in  one  defign]  and  they  have 
all  one  language  ;  and  this  they  begin  to  do  ;  and  now'  nothing 
will  be  leftiained  from  them,  which  they  have  imagined  to  do,* 
that  is,  without  a  divine  interference.  4  Go  to,  }et  us  go  dowrn 
‘  [Comp.  Gen.  i.  26.]  and  there  confound  their  language,  that 
4  they  /may  not  underhand  one  another’s  fpeech.  So  the  Lord 
4  fcattered  them  abroad  from  thence  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth ; 

4  and  they  left  oft  to  build  the  city,  and  [as  the  Samaritan  adds] 

4  the  tower. — Therefore  is  the  name  of  it  called  Babel ,  [/.  e.  Con- 
4  fufion]  becauie  the  Lord  did  there  confound  the  language  of  all 
*  the  earth.* 

The  common  hypothecs  fuppofes  that,  on  this  occafion,  God 
caufed  the  builders  to  forget  their  former  language,  and  each  fa¬ 
mily  to  lpeak  a  new  tongue,  w?hence  originated  the  various  lan¬ 
guages  at  prefent  in  the  w'orld.  [See  Gill  in  loc.] 

To  this,  however,  it  has  been  objected,  that  to  confound  a  lan¬ 
guage,  and  to  form  new'  ones,  are  very  diftinft  and  different  ideas. 
Nor  is  there  any  fimilar  phrafeology  to  countenance  this  in  other 
parts  of  fcripture. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  wrho  feems  to  have  been  fond  of  novel  and 
fingular  ideas,  will  have  the  univerfality  of  language,  or  rather 
Up ,  as  the  Hebrew  is,  to  denote  a  univerfality  of  religion  and  re¬ 
ligious  rites,  and  that  the  variety  aftenvard  introduced  w'as  not  of 
tongues,  but  of  religious  principles  and  confefions ;  but  this,  be- 
fide  that  it  wants  lupport,  has  the  misfortune  to  intimate,  that 
God  was  the  author  of  the  different  religions  extant,  the  falfe  as 
well  as  the  true — which  be  far  from  the  moff  High ! 

Dr.  G.  Sharp,  unfatisfied  with  either  of  thefe  explications, 
conceives,  that  neither  a  divifion  of  tongues  or  religions  is  in¬ 
tended  ;  but  only  that  in  fome  vilible  and  extraordinary  manner 
the  Deity  came  down  to  earth,  and  eonfounded  their  purpofes, 
Scattering  them  over  the  face  of  the  earth ;  and  that  the  different 
languages  were  rather  the  effctt,  than  the  caufc,  of  this  difperlion. 
[See  Origin  of  Lang.  p.  24 — 30.] 

A  full  invelligation  of  this  fubjeff  wrould  lead  us  back  to  the 
origin  of  the  iirlt  language,  and  to  a  variety  of  inquiries,  vrhich 
*  ’  *  woulcl 


-.-■W  V  >v  •  -■  •'  •  v--*  — 

.  v  *  .  ■ » 

■  .'s?  •  >  r-  v  >  • /,  '-v  , 


r  ■■  CV-  ■ 


FROM  THE  FLOOD  TO  ABRAHAM’S  CALL.  12 1 

Thus  it  was  m  kindnefs  to  his  church  in  the  world, 
and  in  profecution  of  the  great  deiiga  of  redemption,  that 

God 

would  fwell  this  note  to  a  volume  ;  but  we  wifli  to  be  as  concife  as 
poifible,  and  fliali  therefore  only  drop  hints  to  be  purlued  and 
improved  by  the  reflections  of  our  readers. 

And,  1.  It  appears  that  God  not  only  created  man  with  a  capa¬ 
city  of  fpeech,  and  acquainted  him  with  his  powers ;  but  called 
them  into  exercife  by  bringing  the  animals  to  him,  that  he  might 
name  them. 

2.  Yet,  that  there  is  no  neceffity  for  fuppofing  that  God  fur- 
nilhed  our  firft  parent  miracu'oufly  with  all  the  words  he  had  oc* 
caflon  for,  at  once ;  a  thoufand  circumftances  would  daily  occur 
for  giving  him  opportunity  and  occaflon,  to  enlarge  his  flock  of 
words,  as  his  ideas  increafed. 

3.  We  conceive,  that  while  mankind  continued  to  reflde  in  one 
climate,  and  to  have  communication  together,  there  would  be 
little  diverflty  in  their  language,  and  this  was  probably  the  cafe 
betore  the  flood,  and  for  fome  time  afterwards,  till  the  period 
we  are  now  confidering. 

4.  Though  we  fliould  not  be  able  exaXly  to  afcertain  the  mo¬ 
tives  on  which  this  building  was  ereXed  ;  yet,  as  we  find  it  offen- 
iive  to  God,  it  was  certainly  finful ;  if  not  in  the  att  itfelf,  at 
leaft  in  the  motive ,  which,  doubtlefs,  originated  in  vanity  and 
ambition. 

5.  From  the  expreffion  ‘  the  Lord  came  down,’  it  fliould  feem 
there  was  fome  vifible  appearance  of  the  divine  Majefty ;  the  ear- 
liefi  heathen  writers  who  mention  this  event,  unanimoufly  afcribe 
the  deftruXion  of  Babel  to  the  winds,  and  as  the  Lord  4  rides 
4  upon  the  whirlwind,’  there  feems  no  abfurdity  in  fuppofing  that 
the  tempefl  which  attended  his  prefence,  might  overthrow  it,  and 
thus  confound  and  terrify  the  builders. 

6.  But  as  the  language  was  confounded,  it  does  not  feem  fuffi- 

cient  to  confine  the  text  to  this :  may  wre  not  therefore  fuppole, 
that  God  affeXed  the  organs  of  their  fpeech  in  fome  fuch  extraor¬ 
dinary  manner,  as  to  render  certain  founds  extremely  difficult  (if 
not  impollible)  to  certain  perfons,  and  confequently  to  occafion. 
a  material  difference  in  pronunciation  ?  As  we  fee  to  this  day, 
how  feldom  foreigners  can  attain  the  true  found  of  TH — how  va- 
rioufly,  even  in  England,  (as  formerly  in  Judea)  different  coun¬ 
counties  pronounce  the  fame  letter.  And  this,  taken  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  terror  occafioned  by  the  divine  prefence,  was, 
certainly,  abundantly  fufficient  to  create  a  mifunderftanding,  and 
make  thefe  builders  defiff  from  their  enterprize.  [  See  Stackboufe's 
Hi  A.  of  the  Bible,  Vol.  i.  B.  2.]  J 

.  7*  That  after  jhe  difperlion,  this  difference  would  naturally 
yicreale-*— ■ that  accident  would  invent  many,  neceffity  perhaps  more, 
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God  put  a  Hop  to  the  building  of  the  city  and  tower  of 
Babel. 

6.  The  difperfion  of  the  nations,  and  dividing  the 
earth  among  its  inhabitants,  immediately  after  God  had 
can  fed  the  building  of  Babel  to  ceafe.  This  was  done  fo 
as  moil  to  fuit  that  great  delign  of  redemption  ;  and  parti¬ 
cularly,  God  therein  had  an  eye  to  the  future  propagation 
at  the  go  1  pel  among  the  nations.  [Deut.  xxxii.  8.] 
W  hen  the  Moil  High  divided  to  the  nations  their  inhe¬ 
ritance,  when  he  feparated  the  Ions  of  Adam,  he  fet  the 
-  bounds  of  the  people  according  to  the  number  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael.  (r)  4  And  hath  made  of  one  blood 

4  all 

new  words ;  and  the  learned  and  ingenious  modify  them  to  their 
own  tafte  ;  arid  we  fhould  not  defpair  being  able  to  fnew,  did  the 
oc calion  fuit,  the  pollibility  of  all  languages  being  m  this  manner 
derived  from  one  original. 

8.  The  inquiry,  whether  among  all  thefe  changes  any  one  na¬ 
tion  preferred  the  primitive  dialect,  is  more  curious  than  uleful, 
and  chiefly  depends  on  one  circumftance,  whether  Shem  and  his 
family  had  any  concern  in  building  of  Babel,  a  circumftance  that 
is  not  eafily  demonftrated  either  way.  The  learned  authors  of 
the  Univerial  Hiftory  think  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  he 
was  confederated  with  the  reft  of  mankind.  [Voi.  i.  p.  327, 
&c.] 

But  Dr.  Gill,  [in  loc.]  and  the  Jewilh  expofitors  in  general, 
will  by  no  means  admit  this  j  blit  luppofe  the  phraie  children  of 
men ,  mult  be  here  taken,  as  a  fimilar  one  in  a  preceding  chapter, 
[vi.  4.]  for  the  reft  of  the  world,  exclufive  of  God’s  people.  If 
this  notion  be  right,  (as  we  think  it  might  be  juftified)  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  the  original  language  might  be  preferved  in  the  family  of 
Shem,  and  be  eflentially  the  fame  which  was  afterward  denomi¬ 
nated  Hebrew.  But  this  controverfy  we  muft  wave.  [G.  E.] 
(r)  lie  fet  the  hounds  of  the  people  according  to  the  number  of  the 
children  of  Isr  ael.J  “  The  fenie  is,  that  fuch  a  country  was 
meafured  out  and  bounded,  as  would  be  fufficient  to  hold  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael,  when  numerous,  and  their  time  was  come 
to  inhabit  it  ;  and  which,  in  the  mean  while,  was  put-  into  the 
hands  of  Canaan  and  his  eleven  fonS  to  poffefs,  not  as  their  pro¬ 
per  inheritance,  but  as  tenants  at  will,  until  the  proper  heirs  ex¬ 
ited,  and  were  at  an  age,  and  of  fufficient  number  to  inherit.  In 
which  may  be  obferved  the  wife  difpoiition  of  Divine  Providence, 
to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  a  people  curfed  of  God,  fo  that  to  take  it 
from  them  at  any  time  could  have  no  appearance  of  any  injuftice 
hi  it ;  and  their  enjoying  it  fo  long  as  they  did  was  a  mercy  to 

them, 
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* 'all  nations  of  men,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the 

*  earth,  and  hath  determined  the  times  before  appointed, 

*  and  the  bounds  of  their  habitations  ;  that  they  lliould 

*  leek  the  Lord  if  haply  they  might  feel  after  him,  and 
4  find  him/  {Adis  xvih  26,  27.]  Hie  land  of  Canaan 
was  the  moil  conveniently  fi  to  a  ted  of  any  place  in  the 
world  fox  the  purpofe  of  ipreadi ng  the  light  of  the  gofpel 

them,  far  fc  long  they  had  a  reprieve.  Now  here  was  an  early 
inilance  of  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  Ifrael,  that  he  Ihould  make 
fuch  an  early  provilion  of  the  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey 
for  them . 5 \ G  t  l  l  i n  ! oc .  ] 

46  For  4  Children  of  Ifrael,*  the  Greek  translation  reads,  4  Angels 
<  of  God  ;*  lo  the  LXX  translated  this  place  purpofely,  left  the 
heathens  fhould  here  take  offence,  that  Ifrael  fhould  he  matched  with 
the  feventy  nations,  that  is,  with  all  the  people  of  the  world  ;  and 
the  jews  ntppofed,  there  were  feventy  angels,  rulers  of  the  fevent.r 
nations  ;  and  therefore  they  fay,  according  to  the  number  of  the 
angels  of  God,  whereby  they  mean  feventy.  Their  opinion  is  to 
be  ieen  in  Rab.  Menacbem  [on  Gen,  xivkj  where  he  faith,  4  It  is 
4  generally  a  rule  that  there  is  one  [degree  of]  glory  above  ano- 
4  ther,  and  they  that  are  beneath  are  a  fecret  figmficatioii  of  thcfe 
4  that  are  above  ;  and  the  feventy  fouls  (Gen,  xlvi.  27,]  lignify  the 
4  feventy  angels  that  are  round  about  the  throne  of  [God’s]  glory, 

4  which  are  let  over  the  nations.9  But  we  are  warned  to  beware 
how  we  intrude  ourielves  into  the  things  which  we  have  not  feen.**’ 
[Cob  ii.  18.]— — [Ainsworth  in  loc, ] 

God  4  hath  made  0 1  one  blood  all  nations  of  men,  for  to  dwell 

1  tipon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath  determined,*- - or  <4  hath 

marled  out  in  his  eternal  and  unerring  counfel,  the  times  fore-allotted 
[fo  each j  in  their  refpeclive  order:  and  appointed  the  feveral  boun¬ 
daries  of  their  different  habitations :  all  things  in  the  difpofition  of 
his  providence  centering  in  this  one  great  end,  that  they  misrht 
be  excited  to  feck  after  the  Lord  their  maker,  if  pofihh  am  id  Call 
the  darknels  wrhich  their  own  degeneracy  and  prejudice  have 
brought  upon  their  minds,  they  might  feci  after  him  and  be  lo  happy 
as  to  find  him  out,  in  the  knowledge  of  whom  their  fupreme  hap- 
pinefs  confiils ;  who  indeed,  though  he  be  fo  little  known,  is  not 
far  from  every  one  of  us  :  for  in  him  vee  perpetually  live,  and  are 
gloved  [jcaioi^eGa]  and  do  exiftd*  [Doddridge  Fam.  Exp,  in 
loc.] 

'  Now  if  we  fhould  allow  the  conjerTure  of  our  author,  that  Sa¬ 
tan  might  induce  fome  individuals  to  emigrate  to  the  dark  corners 
of  the  earth  (though  perhaps  this  were  better  referred  folely  to  the 
divine  Providence)  yet  muft  we  admit  the  fuperior  wifdom,  power 
and  goodnefs  which  over-ruled  even  this  event  for  good  ;  and  will 
ip  the  end  4  coyer  the  earth  as  the  waters  do  the  feaV  [N.  U.] 

*  thence 
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thence  among  the  nations  in  general.  In  the  times  im¬ 
mediately  after  Chnft,  the  Roman  empire  included  m oil 
of  the  known  world,  particularly  the  countries  round 
about  Jerufalem,  which  was  therefore  properly  fituated 
for  the  purpofe  of  diffufmg  the  light  of  the  gofpel  among 
them  from  that  place.  1  he  devil  feeing  the  advantage  of 
this  fituation  of  the  nations  for  promoting  the  great  work 
of  redemption,  and  the  difadvantage  of  it  with  refpeft  to 
the  interefl  of  his  kingdom,  might  perhaps  lead  away  man^ 
into  the  remotefl  parts  of  the  world,  to  get  them  out  of  the 
way  of  the  gofpel.  Thus  fome  were  led  into  America  ; 

and  others  into  cold  northern  regions,  almoll  inacceih- 
ble. 

7.  Another  thing  I  would  mention  in  this  period, 
was  God’s  preferving  the  true  religion  in  the  line  of 
which  Chrift  was  to  proceed,  when  the  world  in  general 
apoflatized  to  idolatry,  and  the  church  was  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  fwallowed  up  in  the  general  corruption^ 
Although  God  had  lately  wrought  lo  wonderfully  for  the 
G.eli\ erance  of  his  church,  and  had  fhewed  fo  great  mercy 
towards  it,  as  for  its  fake  even  to  deftroy  all  the  reft  of 
the  world  ;  and  although  he  had  lately  renewed  and  efla- 
blihted  his  covenant  of  grace  with  Noah  and  his  fons  ; 
yet  fo  prone  is  the  corrupt  heart  of  man  to  depart  from 
God,  and  to  link  into  the  depths  of  wickednefs  ;  and  fo 
prone  to  darknefs,  delufion,  and  error,  that  the  world 
foon  after  the  flood  fell  into  grofs  idolatry  ;  fo  that  be¬ 
fore  Abraham,  the  diflemper  was  become  almoft  univerfal. 
The  earth  was  become  very  corrupt  at  the  time  of  the 
building  of  Babel;  and  even  God’s  people  themfelves,  even 
that  line  of  which  Chrift  was  to  come,  were  corrupted 
in  a  meafure  with  idolatry:  [J  ofh.  xxiv.  2.]  ‘Your 
‘  fathers  d  welt  on  the  other  fide  of  the  flood  in  old  time, 

4  evea  Terah  the  father  of  Abraham,  and  the  father  of 
4  Nahor  ;  and  they  ferved  other  gods.*  The  other  flde 
of  the  flood  means  beyond  the  river  Euphrates,  where  the 
anceftors  of  Abraham  lived. 

We  are  not  to  underfland  that  they  were  wholly  drawn 
off  to  idolatry,  to  forfake  the  true  God.  For  God  is 

Taid 
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faid  to  be  the  God  of  Terah  :  [Gen  xxxi.  53.]  «  The 
<  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Nahor,  the  God  of 
*  their  father,  judge  betwixt  us.’  (s)  But  they  only  partook 
in  foine  meafure  of  the  general  and  almoft  univerfal  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  times  ;  as  Solomon  was  in  a  meafure  infec¬ 
ted  with  idolatrous  corruption  ;  and  as  the  children  of 
Ifraei  in  Egypt  are  faid  to  ferve  other  gods,  though  yet 
there  was  the  true  church  of  God  among  them  ;  and  as 
there  were  images  kept  for  a  confiderable  time  in  the 
family  of  Jacob  ;  the  corruption  being  brought  from 
Padan-Aram,  whence  he  fetched  his  wives. 

This  was  the  fecond  time  that  the  church  was  almoft 
brought  to  nothing  by  the  corruption  and  general  defec¬ 
tion  of  the  world  from  true,  religion.  But  Hill  the  true 
religion  was  kept  up  in  the  family  from  which  Chrift 
was  to  proceed.  Which  is  another  inftance  of  God’s 
remarkably  preferving  the  church  in  a  time  of  a  general 
deluge  of  wickednefs  ;  and  wherein,  although  the  god 
of  this  world  raged,  and  had  almoft  fwallowed  up  God’s 

church,  yet  he  did  not  fujfer  the  gates  of  hell  to  prevail 
againft  it.  * 


§  III.  From  the  calling  of  Abraham  to  Moses. 

I  PROCEED  now  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  through  the  third  part  of  this 
period,  beginning  with  the  calling  of  Abraham,  and  extend¬ 
ing  to  Mofes.  And 

.  (s)  The  God  of  their  father. \  Terah  was  their  father,  and 
he  was  certainly  an  idolater,  as  appears  from  the  text  above  cited. 
So  it  is  commonly  fuppofed  that  the  true  God  was  not  here  in- 
tended  ;  “  but  the  god  or  gods  of  Terah,  Nahor,  and  Abraham, 
v. 01  (hipped  whi.ft  idolaters,  and  Laban  llill  continued  to  do, 
tnoug.i  perhaps  not  in  fb  grofs  a  manner  as  fome  did.”  rGu.L  in 
foe.  See  alfo  Ainfw.  and  Poli,  Syn.] 

1.  it 
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A  ^  Pleafed  Goc)  now  to  feparate  that  perfon  of  whom 
-nriit  was  to  come,  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  that  his 
church  might  be  upheld  in  his  family  and  pofterity  till 
tnat  time.  This  he  did  in  calling  Abraham  out  of  his 
own  country,  and  from  his  kindred,  to  go  into  a  diftant 
one,  that  God  Should  fhow  him,  and  bringing  him  iirft 

out  of  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  to  Haran,  and  then  to  the 
land  of  Canaan,  (x) 

It 

(t)  A  learned  Jew,  now  living,  hath  obliged  the  world  with 
the  toilowmg  curious  fragment  of  Jewifh  traditions  from  the 
book  Mcdrajh  Berefhith ,  which  we  infert  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  red; 
and  cannot  but  consider  the  grave  manner  in  which  he  introduced 
it,  as  ari  awful  proof  that  the  children  of  Ilrael  have  vet  the  4  Tail 
‘  uPon  thcir  hearts ; 5  for  certainly  Mr.  Levi  himfelf,  "who  appears 
to  be  uncommonly  (hrewd,  would  have  highly  ridiculed  fo  abfurd 
a  legend,  had  it  originated  from  the  Chriflians.— — The  dory  is 
this  : 

. £C  Terach,  the  father  of  Abraham,  was  an  idolater,  and  like- 
wiie  a  dealer  and  maker  ot  idols.  It  chanced  one  time  that  Te¬ 
rach  went  on  a  journey,  and  left  Abraham  to  take  care  of,  and  did 
pofe  of  the  idols  during  his  abience. 

_  “  When  any  man  came  to  purchafe  an  idol,  Abraham  afked  him 
his  age.  When  the  man  had  anfwered  him,  Abraham  replied* 
Can  it  be  poffible,  that  a  perion  of  your  years  can  be  fo  ffupid  as  to 
worfliip  that  thtrt  was  made  but  yeflerday  !  The  man  being  quite 
overwhelmed  with  fhame,  hung  down  his  head,  and  departed.  In 
this  manner  he  ierved  feverah  At  length  there  came  an  old  wo¬ 
man,  with  a  meal  are  of  line  flour  in  her  hand,  which  flie  told  him 
lhe  had  brought  as  an  offering  to  all  the  idols.  Abraham  at  this 
was  exceedingly  wrath,  and  took  a  large  flick,  and  broke  all  the 
idols  except  the  largcfl,  which  he  left  whole,  and  put  the  flick  in 
his  hand. 

44  When  Terach  returned,  and  perceived  all  the  idols  broken,  he 
a  iked  Abraham  how  that  came  to  pals  ?  Abraham  informed  him, 
that  there  came  an  old  woman  and  brought  an  offering  of  line 
flour  to  the  idols  ;  upon  which  they  immediately  fell  together  by 
the  ears  for  the  prize,  when  the  large  one  killed  them  all  with  the 
flick  which  he  then  held  in  his  hand. 

44  Terach  feeling  the  full  force  of  the  fatire,  was  greatly  exafpe- 
rated,  and  immediately  had  Abraham  before  Nimrod,  in  order  to 
have  him  puniflied  for  the  contempt  fhewn  to  his  gods. 

44  Nimrod  commanded  him  to  worfliip  the  Are  ;  but  Abraham 
anfwered  him,  that  it  would  be  more  proper  to  worfliip  the  water, 
which  extinguishes  the  lire.  Whv,  then,  fays  Nimrod,  worfliip 
the  water.  No,  fays  Abraham,  it  were  better  to  worfliip  the 
*  clouds 
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It  was  before  obferved,  that  the  corruption  of  the 
world  with  idolatry  was  now  become  general  ;  mankind 
were  aim  oft  over-run  with  it:  God  therefore  faw  it  necef- 
*ary,  in  order  to  uphold  true  religion,  that  there  fhould  be 
a  family  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  for  even 
Abraham’s  own  country  and  kindred  had  moft  of  them 
fallen,  and,  without  lome  extraordinary  interpoiition  of 
Providence,  in  all  likelihood,  in  a  generation  or  two  more, 
the  true  religion  would  have  been  extincft.  And  therefore 
God  law  it  to  be  time  to  call  Abraham,  the  perfon  in 
whole  family  he  intended  to  uphold  religion,  out  of  his 
own  country,  and  from  his  kindred,  to  a  far  diftant  coun¬ 
try,  that  his  pofterity  might  there  remain  a  people 
feparate  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  fo  that  the  true 
religion  might  be  upheld  there,  while  all  mankind  beftdes 
were  fwallowed  up  in  heathenifm. 

clouds  which  fuflain  the  water.  Nimrod  bid  him  worlhip  them  5 
out  he  told  him  it  would  be  better  to  wTorfhip  the  vund  which  dift 
perfes  the  clouds.  Nimrod  then  bid  himworfliip  the  wind.  Abra- 
ham  anfwered,  it  would  be  preferable  to  worfhip  man,  who  was 
-able  to  endure  the  wind.  Well,  fays  Nimrod,  I  fee  it  is  your  in** 
tendon  to  deride  me  ;  I  muft  therefore  tell  you  briefly,  that  I  wor- 
iliip  nothing  but  the  fire,  and  if  thou  doll:  not  do  the  fame,  my  in- 
tendon  is  to  throw  you  therein  ;  and  then,  I  fhall  fee,  whether  the 
God  you  worfhip,  w  ill  come  to  your  relief ;  and  immediately  had 
him  thrown  into  the  fiery  furnace. 

lu  the  interim,  they  queftioned  his  brother  [pn]  Haran  con¬ 
cerning  his  faith,  who  anfwered,  If  Abraham  fucceeds,  I  will  be  of 
his,  but  if  not,  of  Nimrod’s.  Upon  which,  Nimrod  ordered  him 
to  be  immediately  thrown  into  the  furnace  likewife  ;  where  he  was 
preiently  conlumed,  but  Abraham  came  out  of  the  furnace  wuth« 
put  receiving  the  leaft  injury. 

This  agrees  with  the  28th  verfe  of  the  eleventh  chapter  of  Get* 
nelis.  ‘  r 

4  And  Haran  died  in  the  prefence  of  his  father  Terah,  in  the 
anc  qf  his  nativity,  in  the  fire  of  the  Chaldeans  ;9  [wre  read 
Lr  of  the  Chaldeans,5  as  a  proper  name]  for  it  w^as  by  means 
of  the  accufation  which  Terah  exhibited  againft  Abraham,  that 
Haian  luffered  death ;  fo  that  he  may  juftly  be  faid  to  haye  died  in 
the  pielcnce  of  his  father.  Here  is  an  admirable  leflbn  for  man- 
kind  :  and  which  clearly  points  out  the  difference  between  thofe 
w  hich  lerve  the  Lord  in  truth  and  fincerity,  and  thofe  which  are 
lukewarm,  and  eafily  turn  to  that  which  feems  moft  profitable  in  this 
world.  This  tranfaftion,  the  author  of  Sbal/beleth  Hakkabala  fays, 
happened  m  the  ieventieth  year  of  Abraham.  [Heb.  Di6^  ip  -qk]p 

S  The 


The  land  of  Chaldees,  that  Abraham  was  called  to  go 
out  of,  was  the  country  about  Babel  ;  Babel  or  Baby¬ 
lon,  was  the  chief  city  of  the  land  of  Chaldea.  Learned 
men  fuppofe  that  it  was  in  this  land  that  idolatry  fir  ft 
began  ;  that  Babel  and  Chaldea  were  the  original  and 
chief  ieat  of  the  worfhip  of  idols,  whence  it  fpread  into 
other  nations,  (u)  And  therefore  the  land  of  Chaldeans, 


O)  Idolatry  began  in  Chaldea. \  44  The  rife  of  idolatry 

after  the  flood  is  generally  attributed  by  learned  men  to  the  Ba¬ 
bylonians  or  Chaldeans ;  and  what  confirms  this  opinion  is,  Ba¬ 
bylon’s  being  called  4  the  mother  of  harlots,’  [Rev.  xvii.  5.]  /. 
as  Mr.  Mede  explains  it,  the  firft  parent  of  idols.  There  is  no 
doubt,  but  the  fil'd  introducers  of  it  were  bred  up  in  the  wor¬ 
fhip  of  the  true  God,  agreeably  to  the  revelation  he  had  made  of 
his  will  to  mankind,  in  that  religion  w’hich  was  profefFed  by  the 
true  church  from  Adam  to  Mofes,  and  which  led  thofe  who  lived 
up  it  to  everlafting  happinefs.  But  the  4  worfhipping  God  in 
*  Ipirit  and  in  truth,’  was  too  refined  a  principle,,  a  religion  too 
angelical,  for  fuch  as  feem  to  have  been  more  delighted  with  the 
ritual  and  ceremonial,  than  with  the  ipiritual  and  more  eflential 
part  of  it.  The  outward  and  vifible  obfervances,  in  the  then  true 
church,  feem  to  have  been  but  very  fewr,  and  thofe  orderly  and 
it  may  be,  they  were  multiplied  before  idolatry  was 
brou gnt  in,  as  it  is  certain  they  afterwards  were  by  the  intro¬ 
ducers  or  it,  to  an  exceflive  degree  ;  and  from  being  too  much 
delighted  with  the  externals  of  religion,  they  were  infenfibly  led 
to  join  vifible  and  material  objects  of  worfhip  with  the  infinity  of 
God’s  majefiy,  which  tranlcended  the  capacity  of  their  natures ; 
and  lo  gratified  their  fenfes  and  imaginations  with  a  \ifible  ob]eft 
of  worfhip.  And  then  being  naturally  invited  by  the  ferenity  of 
their  climate,  (the  weather  being  generally  fair,  and  the  air  clear, 
without  either  clouds  or  rain)  tp  fhe  contemplation  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  bodies,  which  they  were  forced  to  make  ufe  of  in  their 
geoponics,  [agriculture]  haviqg  no  calendar  by  which  to  know 
the  feafons,  they  were  foon  fur  prized  with  their  admirable  ilruc- 
ture,  beauty,  and  regular  motion  ;  and  obferving  what  influence 
thole  c.elefl'ial  bodies  had,  and  what  benefits  were  communicated 
to  mankind  by  them,  fiom  being  ravifhed  into  an  admiration  of 
their  regularity  and  harmony  of  order,  they  concluded,  that 
God  made  ule  of  them  as  his  mmijters ,  and  that,  as  inch, 
he  was  as  delirous  that  regard  fhould  be  paid  them,  as  earthly 
princes  are,  that  their  miniifers  fhould  be  reverenced  and 
edeemed.  Maimqnides ,  who  .....  fixes  this  to  the  time 

of  Enos,  [S.ee  above,  Note  (z)  p.  89.]  tells  us,  [In  Halacoth J 
that  4  in  his  days  the  fons  of  men  grievoufly  erred,  and  the  wife 
4  mer)  became  brutifli,  even  Enos  himfelf  being  ip  their  number. 

4  Their 
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or  the  country  of  Babylon,  is  in  fcripture  called  the  land 
of  graven  images  :  as  [Jer.  1.  35,  38.]  4  A  fvvord  is  upon 

4  the 

4  Their  error  was  this,  that  God  having  created  the  ftars  and 
4  fpheres,  placed  them  on  high  to  govern  the  world,  and  beftow- 
4  ed  this  honour  upon  them,  that  they  fhould  be  his  minijlers  and 
4  fubfervi'ent  inftruments,  and  that  therefore  men  ought  to  praife, 
4  honour*  and  worlhip  them  :  this  being  the  pleafure  of  the  blel- 
4  fed  God,  that  men  fhould  magnify  and  honour  thofe  whom 
4  himfelf  had  magnified  and  honoured,  as  a  king  would  have  his 
c  minifters  to  be  reverenced,  this  honour  redounding  to  himfelf.’ 
From  worfliipping  them  as  God’s  minifters,  they  were  foon  led  to 
confider  them  as  mediators  between  him  and  them  ;  4  For  being 
4  confcious  of  their  own  meannefs,  vilenefs,  and  impurity,  they 
4  could  not  conceive  how  it  was  poflible  for  them  of  themfelves 
4  alone  to  have  any  accefs  to  the  All-Holy,  All-Glorious,  and  Su- 
c  preme  Governor  of  all  Things — and  therefore  concluded,  that 
4  there  muft  be  a  mediator,  by  whofe  means  alone  they  could 
4  make  any  addrefs  unto  him.’  [ Prideaux ,  Vol.  i.  bk.  3.]  But 
having  no  knowledge  of  the  true  Mediator;  it  may  be,  having  for¬ 
got  what  had  been  revealed  to  Adam  concerning  him  ,  .  .  they  had 
recourfe  to  mediators  of  their  own  chufing,  by  means  of  whom 
they  might  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  Supreme  God.  4  They 
4  thought  thefe  the  propereft  beings  to  become  the  mediators  be- 
4  tween  God  and  them.’  This,  probably,  might  be  their  opir- 
nion  ;  though  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  idolatry  came  infenfi- 
bly  and  by  degrees,  and  that  they  who  firft  introduced  it,  did  not 
carry  the  impiety  to  the  height  it  afterwards  arrived  at ;  they  had 
no  fyftem  of  theology  that  was  either  well  put  together  or  well  un- 
derftood,  but  fuch  an  one  as  was  neither  the  work  of  a  wife  nor 
intelligent  people.  And  therefore  we  find,  that  as  they  worlhip- 
ped  the  heavenly  holt  as  God’s  miniilers,  and  as  mediators  be¬ 
tween  him  and  them,  fo  they  did  give  them  the  name  of  gods  ; 
[Wifdom  xiii.  2,  3.]  4  Being  delighted  with  their  beauty,  they  took 
4  them  to  be  the  gods  which  govern  the  world  foolilhly  con¬ 
cluding  the  kind  influence  of  the  heavenly  bodies  to  be  the  infinite 
goodnefs  of  the  divine  nature.  Thus  Plato  [Apud  Eufeb.  Prcep. 
Ev.  1.  i.  c.  9*  &  1.  iii.  c.  2.]  allures  us  of  the  firft  inhabitants  of 
Greece,  that  they  had  no  other  gods  than  the  fun,  moon,  &c.  and 
Diodorus ,  [Lib.  i.  c.  1.]  fpeaking  of  4  the  firli  generation  of  men,’ 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  Egyptians,  lays,  that  c  contemplating 
4  the  beauty  of  the  fuperior  world,  and  admiring  with  aftonilli- 
4  ment  the  trame  and  order  of  the  univerfe,  they  judged  that  there 
4  were  two  chiet  goods  that  vrere  eternal;  that  is  to  fay,  the  fun 
and  the  moon,  the  firft  of  which  wras  called  Ofiris *  and  the  other 
Ifisd 

u  The  worlhip  of  the  heavenly  bodies  was,  without  doubt,  the 
y  f  tt  t  e  was  neither  good  nor  evii  daemons  wor- 
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t  Chaldeans,  faith  the  Lord,  and  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Babylon,  and  upon  her  princes,-  and  upon  her  wife 

4  men. 


hupped  by  them/  fays  Eufebius,  fpeaking  of  the  moft  ancient 
heathens.  [Praep.  Ev.  1.  i,  c.  9.]  .  ,  ,  Thus  we  find  Job,,  who  is  the 
ancientelt  author  vve  have,  [unlefs  it  may  be  the  lxxxviiith  and 
Ixxxixth  Plalms]  vindicating  himfelf  from  it ;  [Tob  xxxi.  26,  27.I 
‘  If  I  beheld,’  fays  he,  ‘the  fun  when  it  finned,  or  the  moon 
4  walking  in  brightness,  and  my  heart  has  been  fecretly  enticed, 
or  my  mouth  has  killed  my  hand/  (which  was,  as  St.  Jerom  and 
Pliny  tell  us,  the  ancient  way  of  paying  worfhip  and  relpect)  .  .  * 
1  fhould  have  denied  the  Crod  that  is  above. ’  And  hence  it  is 
that  the  Egyptians,  when  they  came  to  corrupt  their  hiitory  with 
the  falfe  an  deputy  they  aftehted,  having  deified  the  heavrenly  bo¬ 
dies,  leprefented  them  as  having  reigned  in  their  country  before 
they  were  governed  by  heroes  and  kings r .  .  .  There  are  a  great 
many  places  in  feripture  where  this  idolatry  is  mentioned  ;  I  fliall 
take  notice  but  ot  one  of  them,  [II.  Kings  xxiii.  tp]  where  the 
obje&s  of  this  worfhip  are  particularly  diftinguifhed,  4  They  that 
burnt  incenfe  to  the  J'u/i ,  and  to  the  moon ,  and  to  the  planets ,  [or 

*  conjlellationsy  as  in  the  margin]  and  to  all  the  hojl  of  heaven.'— 
[A.  Young,  on  Idolatrous  Corruptions,  Vol.  i.  p.  22 — 30.] 

It  is  highly  probable,  however,  that  in  different  countries,  and 
st  various  periods,  idolatry  originated  from  other  caul'es.  So  in 
after  times,  mankind  u  having  a  falfe  notion  ol  gratitude  for  fuch 
as  had  founded  commonwealths,  led  out  colonies,  rendered  them- 
felyes  famous  by  their  adions,  or  by  their  ufeful  inventions, 
gained  a  general  lovre  and  elleem ;  they  proceeded  to  rank  them 
likewife  in  the  number  of  their  gods.  The  refped  which  was 
paid  them  while  alive,  followed  them  to  their  graves  ;  and  thev 
were  no  fooner  interred,  than  an  extravagant  efteem  of  their  high 
qualities,  confpiring  with  the  people’s  gratitude,  and  a  grofs 
ignorance  of  the  divine  nature,  effeded  their  deification.  The 
Arabian  writers  [See  Dr.  PococP s  notes  on  his  fpecimen  Hift. 
Arab.  p.  94.]  are  generally  agreed  that  this  was  the  original  of 
their  idolatry.  And  Diodorus  tells  us  of  the  Egyptians,  [L.  i. 
£«,  1.]  that  befides  the  heavenly  gods,  they  fay  there  c  are  others 
4  that  are  terreitrial,  who  were  begotten  by  them,  and  were 

*  originally  mortal  men,  but  by  reafon  of  their  wifdom,  and  bene- 
4  ficence  to  all  mankind,  have  obtained  immortality  :  of  which 
4  fome  have  been  kings  of  Egypt/  Fully  [De  Nat.  Deor.]  and 
Pliny  [Lr  ii.  c.  7.]  both  of  them  allure  us,  that  this  was  the 
ancient  manner  of  rewarding  fuch  as  had  deferved  well.  And  k 
.  .  .  .  fiiited  the  ambition  and  vanity  of  princes,  as  well  as  the 

interek  of  fuBjeds . .  And  when  they  loft  their  children,  it 

was  fome  comfort  to  them  to  fee  them  ranked  in  the  number  of 
their  gods  ....  Thus,  [lays  the  book  of  Wifdom,  ch.  xiv.  15.] 

*  A  father  afHided  writh  untimely  mourning,  when  he  has  made 

4  arv 
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*  men. — A  drought  is  upon  her  waters,  and  they  fh nil  be 
4  dried  up  ;  for  it  is  the  land  of  graven  images,  and  they 
‘  are  mad  upon  their  idols.’  God  calls  Abraham  out  of 
this  idolatrous  country,  to  a  great  diflance  from  it.  And 
when  he  came  there,  he  gave  him  no  inheritance  in  it, 
no  not  fo  much  as  to  let  his  foot  on  ;  but  he  remained  a 
flranger  and  a  fojourner,  that  he  and  his  family  might  be 
kept  leparate  from  all  the  world,  (v) 

This 

6  an  image  of  his  child  foon  taken  away,  now  honoured  him  as 

*  a  god,  who  was  then  a  dead  man,  and  delivered  to  thofe  who 
4  were  under  him,  ceremonies  and  facrifices.* — [Idol.  Cor.  Vol.  i. 

P-  73—75-1 

44  Thefe  two  different  objects  of  idolatrous  worfhip,  the  hoft  of 
heaven,  and  their  dead  princes  and  heroes,  were  generally  con¬ 
founded  together.  This  proceeded  from  their  giving  the  fouls  of 
the  great  perfonages  they  had  confecrated  and  made  their  fove- 
reign  andcelellial  gods,  the  fun,  moon,  and  fears  for  their  habita¬ 
tion,  in  which  they  fuppofed  them  to  dwell,  as  in  fo  many  Lately 
palaces  or  temples.  The  believing  the  heavenly  bodies  to  have 
intelligent  and  rational  beings  pre tiding  in  them,  dillipated,  as 
they  thought,  fome  abfurdities  attending  their  theology,  and 
made  it  more  reafonable  than  it  would  otherwife  have  been. 
Thus  Jamblicus ,  [Sebt.  i.  c.  17.}  in  anfwer  to  thofe  who  objected 
To  the  divinity  of  the  fun,  moon,  &c.  becaufe  they  were  corporeal, 
fays  from  the  old  books  of  the  Egyptians,  that  they  worfliipped 
them  indeed  as  vifible  gods,  but  that  they  were  compounded  of 
foul  and  body,  and  to  be  efteemed  the  feats  of  fuch  celefdal  fpirits 
as  take  care  of  human  alllairs.  And  the  philofophers,  Pythagoras, 
Plato,  &c.  who  travelled  into  the  eaft  in  fearch  of  knowledge, 
were  not  fo  abfurd  as  to  believe  that  the  holt  of  heaven  were 
really  and  abfolutely  gods.”  [Idol.  Cor.  p.  107,  108.] 

We  might  here  add  the  origin  of  images  and  image  worfhip, 
hut  left  we  fhouid  be  tedious,  will  referve  if  for  a  future  Note, 

( v )  Abraham  remained  a  si  r  a nger  and  a  sojourner.]  So 
the  apoftle,  Heb.  xi.  13,  14.  And  on  this  paffage,  our  author  has 
ellewhere  railed  the  following  propofition  ;  44  This  life  on  ft  to  be 
fofpcnt  by  us,  as  to  be  only  a  journey  towards  heaven  f 9  Here  our 
author  0! nerves  among  other  things,  44  That  we  ought  not  to  reft  in 
ti.'e  world  and  its  enjoyments ,  but  Jhould  dejire  heaven .  This  01IV 
hearts  fhouid  be  chiefly  upon  and  engaged  about.  We  fhouid 
‘  feek  fir  ft  the  kingdom  of  God.’  He  that  is  on  a  journey,  feeks 
the  place  that  he  is  journeying  to.  We  ought  above  all  things  to 
defiie  a  heavenly  happinefs :  to  go  to  heaven  and  there  be  with. 
God  ;  and  duel!  with  Jehus  Chnft.  If  we  are  furrounded  with 

many 


1  Ins  was  a  new  thing  :  God  had  never  taken  fuch  a 
method  before.  His  church  had  not  in  this  manner 

been 


many  outward  enjoyments,  and  things  that  are  very  comfortable 
to  us;  it  we  are  fettled  in  families,  and  have  thofe  good  friends 
tind  ]  elations  that  are  very  definable  :  it  we  have  companions 
whofe  fociety  is  delightful,  to  us :  if  we  have  children  that  are 
pleafant  and  hopeful,  and  in  whom  we  fee  many  promifing  quali¬ 
fications  :  if  we  live  by  good  neighbours  ;  have  much  of  the  re- 
fpect  ol  others  ;  have  a  good  name  ;  are  generally  beloved  where 
vveaie  known:  and  have  comfortable  and  pleafant  accommoda¬ 
tions  :  yet  we  ought  not  to  take  our  reft  in  thefe  things.  We 
fhould  not  be  willing  to  have  thefe  things  for  our  portion,  but 
fhould  leek  a  higher  happinefs  in  another  world.  We  fhould  not 
merely  leek  fornething  eile  in  addition  to  thefe  things :  but  fhould 
Le  1o  fai  fiom  lefting  in  them,  that  we  fliould  chule  and  defire  to 
leave  thefe  things  for  heaven ;  to  go  to  God  and  Chrift  there. 
We  fliould  not  be  willing  to  live  here  always,  if  we  could,  in  the' 
fame  ftrength  and  vigour  of  body  and  mind  as  when  in  youth,  or 
in  the  midft  of  our  days ;  and  always  enjoy  the  fame  pleafure, 
and  dear  friends,  and  other  earthly  comforts.  We  fliould  chufe 
and  defire  to  leave  them  all  in  God’s  due  time,  that  we  might  go 
to  heaven,  and  there  have  the  enjoyment  of  God.  We  ought  to 
poffefs  them,  enjoy  and  make  ufe  of  them,  with  no  other  view  or 
aim,  but  readily  to  quit  them,  whenever  we  are  called  to  it,  and  to 
change  them  for  heaven.  And  when  we  are  called  away  from  them, 
we  fliould  go  cheerfully  and  willingly. 

>  “  He  that  is  going  a  journey,  is  not  wont  to  reft  in  what  he  meets 
with  that  is  comfortable  and  pleating  on  the  road.  If  he  pafl'es 
along  through  pleafant  places,  flowery  meadows  or  fliady  groves, 
he  does  not  take  up  his  content  in  thefe  things.  He  is  content 
only  to  take  a  tranfient  view  of  thefe  pleafant  objects  as  he  goes 
along.  He  is  not  enticed  by  thele  fine  appearances  to  put  an  end 
to  his  journey,  and  leave  off'  the  thought  of  proceeding.  No, 
but  his  journey’s  end  is  in  his  mind  ;  that  is  the  great  thing  that 
he  aims  at.  So  if  he  meets  with  comfortable  and  pleafant  accom¬ 
modations  on  the  road,  at  an  inn  ;  yet  he  does  not  reft  there  ;  he 
entertains  no  thoughts  of  fettling  there.  Fie  confiders  that  thefe 
things  are  not  his  own,  and  that  he  is  but  a  ftranger ;  that  that  is 
not  allotted  for  his  home.  And  when  he  has  refrefhed  himfelf, 
or  tarried  but  for  a  night,  he  is  for  leaving  thefe  accommodations, 
and  going  forward,  and  getting  onward  towards  his  journey’s  end. 
And  the  thoughts  of  coming  to  his  journey’s  end  are  not  at 
all  grievous  to  him.  He  does  not  defire  to  be  travelling  always 
and  never  come  to  his  journey’s  end  :  the  thoughts  of  that  would 
be  difeouraging  to  him.  But  it  is  pleafant  to  him  to  think  that  fo 
much  of  the  way  is  gone,  that  he  is  now  nearer  home ;  and  that 

he 
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been  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world  till  now  ;  but 
were  wont  to  dwell  with  them,  without  any  bar  or  fence 
to  keep  them  feparate  ;  the  mifchievous  confequences  of 
which  had  been  found  repeatedly.  The  effebl  before  the 
flood  ol  God’s  people  living  intermingled  with  the  wicked 
world,  without  any  remarkable  wall  of  feparation,  was, 
that  the  foils  of  God  joined  in  marriage  with  others,  and 
thereby  loon  became  infedted,  and  the  church  was  almoft 
brought  to  nothing.  The  method  that  God  then  took  was 
to  drown  the  wicked  world,  and  fave  the  church  in  the 
ark.  And  now  the  world,  before  Abraham  was  called, 
was  become  corrupt  again.  But  here  God  took  another 
method.  He  did  not  deftroy  the  world,  and  fave 
Abraham,  and  his  wife,  and  Lot  in  an  ark ;  but  he  calls 
thefe  perfons  to  go  and  live  feparate  from  the  reft. 

This  was  a  new  and  a  great  thing,  that  God  did  toward 
the  work  of  redemption.  It  was  about  the/  middle  of 
the  Ipace  of  time  between  the  fall  of  man  and  the  coming* 
of  Chrift  ;  about  two  thoufand  years  before  his  incarna¬ 
tion.  But  by  this  calling  of  Abraham,  the  anceftor  of 

he  hall  prefentlybe  there  ;  and  the  toil  and  fatigue  of  his  journey 
will  be  over. 

44  So  fhoulcl  we  thus  delire  heaven  fo  much  more  than  the  comforts 
and  enjoyments  of  this  life,  that  we  fliould  long  to  change  thefe 
things  for  heaven.  We  fliould  wait  with  an  earned  defire  for  the 
time,  when  we  (hall  arrive  at  our  journey’s  end.  The  apoftle 
mentions  it  as  an  encouraging,  comfortable  conlideration  to  Chril- 
tians,  when  they  draw  nigh  their  happinefs.  ‘  Now  is  our  falva- 
4  tion  nearer  than  when  we  believed.’  [Rom.  xiii.  1 1 . ] 

44  Our  hearts  ought  to  be  loofe  to  thefe  things,  as  it  is  with  a  man 
that  is  on  a  journey.  However  comfortable  enjoyments  are,  yet 
we  ought  to  keep  our  hearts  fo  loofe  from  them,  as  cheerfully  to 
part  with  them  whenever  God  calls.  ‘  But  this  I  fay,  brethren,  the 
4  time  is  fliort,  it  remaineth,  that  both  they  that  have  wives,  be  as 
4  though  they  had  none  ;  and  they  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept 
‘‘not;  and  they  that  rejoice,  as  though  they  rejoiced  not;  and 
4  they  that  buy,  as  though  they  poflefled  not ;  and  they  that  ufe 
4  this  world,  as  not  abuling  it ;  for  the  fafhion  of  this  world  palfeth 
4  away.’  [I.  Cor.  vii.  29,  30.] 

44  We  ought  to  look  upon  thefe  things,  as  only  lent  to  11s  for  a 
little  while,  to  l’erve  a  prefent  turn  ;  but  we  fliould  fet  our  hearts 
on  heaven  as  our  inheritance  for  ever.”  [Pref.  Edwards’  Poith. 
berm.  p.  371.] 

Chrift, 
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CI11  .ft,  a  foundation  was  laid  for  the  upholding  the  cliurck 
in  the  world,  till  Chrift  fhould  come.  For  the  world 
having  become  idolatrous,  there  was  a  necelllty  that  tlie 
ieed  of  the  woman  fhould  be  thus  feparated  from  the  ido- 
latrous  world  m  order  thereunto. 

It  was  alfo  needful  that  there  fhould  be  a  particular  na¬ 
tion  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  receive  the 
types  and  prophecies  that  were  to  be  given  of  Chrift,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  his  coming  :  that  to  them  might  be 
committed  the  oracles  of  God,;  that  by  them  the  biftory 
of  God’s  great  works  of  creation  and  providence  might 
be  preferved  ;  that  fo  Chrift  might  be  born  of  this  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  from  hence  the  light  of  the  gofpel  fhine  forth 
to  the  reft  of  the  world.  JThefe  ends  could  not  well  he 
obtained,  if  God’s  people,  through  all  thefe  two  thoufand 
years,  had  lived  intermixed  with  the  heathen  world.  So 


that  this  calling  or  Abraham  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind 
of  a  new  foundation  laid  for  the  vifibje  church  of  God, 
m  a  more  diftinft  and  regular  ftate,  to  be  built  on  this 
foundation  from  henceforward,  till  Chrift  fhould  a&ually 
come,  and  then  through  him  to  be  propagated  to  all  na¬ 
tions.  So  tnat  Abraham  being  the  perfOn  in  whom  this 
foundation  is  laid,  is  reprefented  in  feripture  as  though 
he  were  the  father  of  all  the  church,  the  father  of  all 
tnem  tnat  believe  ;  as  it  were  a  root  whence  the  vifibie 
cnurch  loie  as  a  tree  diftmdl  from  all  others  ;  of  which 
tree  Chrift  was  the  branch  of  righteoufnefs  ;  and  from 
which,  after  Chrift  came,  the  natural  branches  w7ere  bro¬ 
ken  oft,  and  the  Gentiles  were  grafted  in.  So  that  Abra« 


ham  ftill  remains  (through  Chrift)  the  father  of  the 
church.  It  is  the  fame  tree  which  from  that  fmall  be¬ 
ginning  in  Abraham’s  time,  has  in  thefe  days  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  fpreacl  its  branches  over  a  great  part  of  the  earth,  and 
will  fill  the  whole  in  due  time,  and  at  the  end  of  the 

wmrld  be  tranfpjanted  from  an  earthly  foil  into  the  Para- 
dife  of  God. 


2.  1  here  accompanied  this  a  more  particular  and  full 
revelation  and  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  than 
ever  before  had  been.  There  were  before  this  two  par¬ 
ticular 


/ 


i  rom  Abraham's  call  to  moses. 

j  j 

ticular  and  lolemn  editions  or  confirmations  of  this  co¬ 
venant;  one  whereby  it  was  revealed  to  our  firft  parents, 
loon  after  the  fall  ;  the  ether  whereby  God  folemnly  re¬ 
newed  the  lame  covenant  with  Noah  and  his  fa  til  y  Icon 
after  the  flood  ;  and  now  a  third,  at  the  calling  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  which  being  much  nearer  the  time  of  the  coming  of 
Chnil  than  either  of  the  former,  it  was  much  more  full 
and  particular.  It  was  now  revealed,  not  only  that 
Chrift  fhould  come,  but  that  he  fhould  be  Abraham’s  feed ; 
and  that  all  the  families  of  the  earth  fhould  be  biefted  in 
him.  God  repeatedly  promifed  this  to  Abraham.  Firft; 
when  he  firll  called  him,  [Gen.  xii.  2.]  ‘  And  I  will 
‘  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  I  will  bids  thee,  and 
‘  make  thy  name  great:  and  thou  fhalt  be  a  bleflingA 
1  he  lame  promife  was  renewed  after  he  camfe  into  the 
land  ol  Canaan,  [chap.  xiii.  14,  &c.]  Again  after  Abra¬ 
ham  returned  from  the  (laughter  of  the  kings,  [chap.  xv. 

5>  6-]  And  a  fourth  time,  after  his  offering  up  Ifaac,  Tchi 
xxii.  16,  17,  iS.] 

In  this  renewal  of  the  covenant  of  grace  with  Abra¬ 
ham,  feveral  particulars  concerning  it  were  revealed  more 
fully  than  before ;  not  only  that  Chrift  Was  to  be  of  Abra¬ 
ham’s  feed,  but  alfo,  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the 
bringing  all  nations  into  the  churfch,  that  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  might  be  biefted,  Was  now  made  known.  And 
the  great  condition  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  is 
faith,  was  now  more  fully  revealed,  [Gem  xv.  5,  6.1 
And  he  faid  unto  him,  So  fhall  thy  feed  be.  And  Abra¬ 
ham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  unto  him  for 
righteoufnefs.*  Which  is  much  taken  notice  of  in  the 
New  rdtament,  and  from  thence  Abraham  was  called 
‘  the  father  of  them  that  believe.’  [Rom.  iv.  2 _ 1 1.'] 

And  as  there  was  how  a  farther  revelation  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  fo  there  was  a  farther  confirmation  of 
it  by  feals  and  pledges,  than  ever  had  been  before  ;  as- 
particularly,  God  did  how  inftitute  a  certain  facrament, 

T°  be  a  ftandmg  faal  of  this  covenant  in  the  vifible  church, 
till  Chrift  fhould  come,  viz.  circumcifion.  Circumci- 

,on  was  a  leal  oi  this  covenant  of  grace,  as  appears  by 
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its  firft  inftitution,  in  the  xviith  chapter  of  Genefis.  (w) 
It  tiiere  appears  to  be  a  leal  of  that  covenant  by  which 

God 


(w)  God  now  injlitutcd  clreumciJiond\  u  This  was  the  fir  it 
inftitution  ot  circuincilion,  and  it  was  an  inftitution  of  God,  and 
not  ot  man.  Indeed  Herodotus  lays,  that  c  the  Colchi,  Egyptians 
4  and  Ethiopians  only  of  all  men  circumcifed  from  the  beginning; 
c  and  the  Phoenicians  and  Syrians,  which  are  in  Pale  ft  in  e,  learnt  it 
6  of  the  Egyptians,  as  they  themfelves  confels.’  So  Diodorus  & 7- 
culus  fpeaks  of  circumcifion  as  an  Egyptian  rite,  and  fays  there  are 
fome  who  make  the  nation  of  the  Colchi,  and  of  the  Jews,  to 
come  from  the  Egyptians  :  hence  he  oblerves,  that  with  thefe  na¬ 
tions  there  is  an  ancient  tradition  to  circumcife  their  newborn  in¬ 
fants,  which  rite  was  derived  from  the  Egyptians  :  but  as  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  the  Jewifli  nation  is  miftaken,  l’o  like  wife  the  original  of 
this  rite.  And  they  may  as  well  be  thought  to  be  miftaken  in  the 
one  as  in  the  other.  Thofein  Paleftine  that  were  circumcifed  were 
the  Jews  only,  as  Jofephus  oblerves ;  but  they  did  not  learn  this 
rite  from  the  Egyptians,  nor  do  they  ever  confefs  it,  but  on  the 
contrary  fuggeft,  that  the  Egyptians  learnt  it  from  them  in  the 
times  of  Joleph  ;  for  their  principal  lexicographer  lays,  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  were  circumcifed  in  the  times  of  Joleph,  and  when  joleph 
died  they  drew  over  the  forelkin  of  the  flelh.  The  Colchi  indeed, 
who  were  a  colony  of  the  Egyptians,  might  learn  it  from  them  ; 
and  fo  the  Ethiopians,  who  were  their  neighbours  likewile,  and 
agreed  with  them  in  many  things.  Artapanus ,  an  heathen  writer, 
fays  indeed,  that  the  Ethiopians,  though  enemies,  had  Inch  a  re¬ 
gard  for  Moles,  that  thev  learned  from  him  the  rite  of  circumci- 
fion  ;  and  not  only  they,  but  all  the  priefts,  that  is,  in  Egypt ;  and 
indeed  the  Egyptian  priefts  only,  and  not  the  people,  were  cir¬ 
cumcifed.  It  is  not  very  difficult  to  account  for  it,  how  other  na¬ 
tions  belides  the  Jews  fhould  receive  circuincilion,  which  was  firft 
enjoined  Abraham  and  his  feed ;  the  Jfhmaelites  had  it  from  Ifh- 
mael  the  Son  of  Abraham  ;  from  them  the  old  Arabs  ;  from  the 
Arabs,  the  Saracens  ;  and  from  the  Saracens,  the  Turks  to  this 
day  :  other  Arabian  nations,  as  the  Midianites,  and  others,  had  it 
from  the  fons  of  Abraham  by  Keturah  ;  and  perhaps  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  and  Ethiopians  from  them,  if  the  former  had  it  not  from  the 
Ifraelites  :  and  the  Edomites  hud  it  from  Edom  or  Elan,  the  Ion 
of  Ifaac,  the  Ion  of  Abraham  ;  fo  that  all  originally  had  it  from 
Abraham,  and  he  by  a  divine  command.  It  is  not  fo  much  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  Herodotus  and  Diodorus  Siculus,  men  either 
impofed  upon  by  the  Egyptian  priefts,  as  the  former,  or  wrote  in 
favour  of  that  nation,  as  the  latter,  and  wholly  ignorant  of  divine 
revelation,  fhould  ailert  what  they  have  done  ;  but  that  Chriftian 
Writers,  who  have  the  advantage  of  divine  revelation,  and  have 
read  the  hillory  of  the  Bible,  fueh  as  Marjham ,  Spencer,  and  J^c 
C/*7r„ihoultl  incline  to  the  fame  fentiment,  is  amazing  ;  and  elpe- 
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God  p-romifed  to  make  Abraham  a  father  of  many  na¬ 
tions,  compare  the  5th  with  the  9th  and  10th  verfes. 
And  we  are  exprefsly  taught,  that  it  was  a  feal  of  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith,  [Rom.  iv.  1  1.]  Speaking  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  the  apoftle  fays,  4  He  received  the  fign  of  circum- 
*  cifion,  a  feai  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith.’  And  this 
lacrament  chiefly  diftinguifhed  Abraham’s  feed  from  the 
world,  and  kept  up  a  leparation  between  them  more  than 
any  other  particular  obfervance  whatever. 

And  befides  this,  there  were  other  occalional  feals,  and 
confirmations,  that  Abraham  had  of  this  covenant  ;  as, 
particularly,  (1.)  God  gave  Abraham  a  remarkable  pledge 
of  the  fulfilment  of  the  promife  he  had  made  him,  in  his 
victory  over  Chedorlaomer  and  the  kings  that  were  with 
him.  Chedorlaomer  ieems  to  have  reigned  over  a  great 
part  of  the  world  at  that  day  ;  and  though  he  had  his 
feat  at  Elam,  which  was  not  much  if  any  thing  fhort  of 
a  thoufand  miles  from  the  land  of  Canaan,  yet  he  ex¬ 
tended  his  empire  fo  as  to  reign  over  many  parts  of  that 
land,  as  appears  by  chap.  xiv.  4 — 7.  It  is  luppoled  by 

learned  men,  that  he  was  a  king  of  the  Aflyrian  empire, 
which  had  been  begun  by  Nimrod  at  Babel.*  And  as  it 
was  the  honour  of  kings  in  thofe  days  to  build  new  cities 
to  be  made  the  feats  of  empire,  [Gen.  x.  10 — 12.]  fo  it 
is  conje&ured,  that  he  had  built  him  a  city  in  Elam,  and 
made  that  his  feat ;  and  that  the  other  kings,  who  came 
with  him,  were  his  deputies  in  the  feveral  cities  and  coun¬ 
tries  where  they  reigned.  But  yet  as  mighty  an  empire  as 

cjally  when  our  blelTed  Lord  has  exprefsly  laid,  that  circumcilion 
is  ot  the  fathers,  [John  vii.  22,]  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob;  firft 
given  to  them,  and  pradifed  by  them.  Eyen  Tbeodotusr  an  hea- 
taen  writer,  agrees  with  this  facred  teftimony  of  Mofes,  when 
ipeaking  of  the  circumcifion  of  Shechem,  in  the  times  of  Jacob, 
he  traces  this  rite  to  its  original,  and  obferves,  that  when  Abraham 
was  brought  out  of  his  own  country,  he  was  ordered  from  heaven, 
to  circumcife  every  man  in  his  houie.  It  may  indeed  feem  ftrange 
how  it  fliould  obtain  in  the  inlands  of  the  Weft  Indies,  as  in  Juca- 
tana,  Sanda  Crux,  and  others,  where  the  Spaniards  found  in  the 
beginning  of  the  lixteenth  century  thofe  ifles  inhabited  by  idola- 
tcrs>  who  were  circumcifed.”  [Gill  on  Gen.  xvii,  10. 1 
*  See  ShuckforcTs  Counex.  Vpl,  in  bk.  6, 
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he  had,  and  as  great  an  army  as  he  now  came  with,  AbraT 
ham,  only  with  his  trained  fervants  that  were  born  in  his 
own  boufe,  conquered  and  fubdued  them  all.  This  vic¬ 
tory  he  received  of  God  as  a  pledge  of  the  viftory  that 
Chrift,  his  leed,  lhould  obtain  over  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
whereby  he  lhould  poffels  the  gates  of  his  enemies.  It  is 
plainly  fpoken  of  as  fuch  in  the  xlilt  Ifaiah.  In  that 
chapter  is  foretold  the  future  glorious  viftory  the  church 
fhall  obtain  over  the  nations  of  the  world  ;  as  you  may 
fee  in  verfes  i,  io,  15,  &c.  But  in  verfes  2,  and  3, 
this  victory  of  Abraham  is  fpoken  of  as  a  pledge  and 
earneft  of  the  vidtory  of  the  church,  ‘  Who  raifed 
‘  up  the  righteous  man  front  the  eaft,  called  him  to  his 
‘  foot,  gave  the  nations  before  him,  and  made  him  rule 

*  over  kings  ?  He  gave  them  as  the  duft  to  the  fword,  and 
1  driven  Rubble  to  his  bow.  He  purfued  them,  and 

*  pa  fed  fafely  ;  even  by  the  way  that  he  had  not  gone 
5  with  his  feet.’  (x) 

(2.)  Another  remarkable  confirmation  Abraham  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was  when  he  returned 
from  the  daughter  of  the  kings  ;  when  Melchifedec  the 
king  of  Salem,  the  prieft  of  the  moft  high  God,  that 
great  type  of  Clirift,  met  him,  and  bleffed  him,  and 
brought  forth  bread  and  wine,  (y)  The  bread  and  wine 

figni- 

\ 

(x)  The  righteous  vtan  from  the  east,]  Some  explain  this  of 

Abraham ,  others  of  Cyrus  ;  “  I  rather  think  (lays  an  eminent  pre= 
late)  that  the  former  is  meant,  becaufe  the  charadter  of  the  righ¬ 
teous  man  ....  agrees  better  with  Abraham  than  with  Cyrus. 
Befides,  immediately  after  the  defeription  of  the  fuccefs  given  by 
God  to  Abraham  and  his  poiferity,  (who,  I  prefume,  are  to  be 
taken  into  the  account)  the  idolaters  are  introduced,  as  greatly 
alarmed  at  this  event.  Abraham  was  called  out  of  the  eaft  ;  and 
his  poiferity  were  introduced  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  in  order  to 
deifroy  the  idolaters  of  that  country  ;  and  they  were  elfablifhed 
there  on  purpofe  to  tfand  as  a  barrier  againlf  idolatry  then  prevail¬ 
ing,  and  threatening  to  over-run  the  whole  face  of  the  earth.  Cy¬ 
rus,  though  not  properly  an  idolater,  or  worfliipper  of  images, 
yet  had  nothing  in  his  character  to  caufe  fuch  an  alarm  among:  the 
idolaters/’  ver.  5 — 7. - [Bp.  Lowth  on  ver.  2.] 

(y)  Melchisedec,  prieft  of  the  mofl  high  God.}  Many  and 
©ppolite  have  been  the  opinions,  both  of  Jew  ifli  and  Chnlfiau 

writers, 
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Ggnifieth  the  fame  bleffings  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
that  tips  bread  and  wine  does  in  the  facrament  of  the 

Lord’s 


writers,  on  this  extraordinary  charadfer  j  but  we  iliall  only  recite 
the  three  principal : 

1.  Mod  of  the  Jews,  and  many  very  learned  Chridians,  un- 
derftand  it  of  Shem,  who,  it  lliould  feem  by  the  lacred  chrono¬ 
logy,  was  hill  living. — But  to  this  it  has  been  replied,  that  Mel- 
chiiedec  was  not  of  that  family,  4  His  defcent  is  not  counted  from 
‘  them;’  [Heb.  vii.  6.J — nor  could  Shem  be  laid  to  be  4  without 
4  father  and  mother,’  [Heb.  vii.  3.]  when  we, have  his  genealogy 
from  Adam- — nor  could  Levi  be  laid  with  any  more  propriety  to 
pay  tithes  in  Abraham,  than  to  receive  them  in  Shem,  lince  he  was 
as  truly  in  the  loins  ol  Shem,  as  in  thole  ol  Abraham — not  to  fay, 
that  Abraham  could  hardly  be  laid  to  fojourn  there,  4  as  in  a  drange 
4  country,5  if  his  apcedor  Shem  were  king  of  it. 

2.  Many  expofitors,  to  avoid  thefe  difficulties,  have  fuppofed 
that  Melchiledec  and  Chrid  were  the  fame  perfon,  and  that  this 
appearance  mil  ft  be  accounted  for  in  the  fame  manner  as  feveral 


others  under  the  Old  Teftament. - But  the  apodle  feems  evi¬ 

dently  to  diftinguifh  the  perfons,  in  making  the  former  a  type  of 
the  latter,  [Heb.  vii.  throughout]  and  in  alferting  [ver.  6.]  that 
Chrid  was  a  pried  4  after  the  order  of  Melchiledec.5 

3.  We  therefore  think  it  fafeft,  with  our  author,  and  many  other 
very  refpedtable  divines,  to  underhand  the  palfage  literally,  of  a 
great  prince,  perhaps  a  defcendant  of  Canaan,  who  reigned  in 
Salem,  [not  Jerulalem,  as  lome  think,  but  rather  a  town  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sodom,  perhaps  the  fame  called  Shalem,  in 
Gen.  xxxiii.  18. — See  Gill  on  Gen.  xiv.  18.]  and  who  was  both 
a  king  and  pried,  as  was  not  unufual  under  the  patriarchal  difpen- 
lation  ;  and  yet  more  didinguifhed  by  his  piety  than  his  rank. 

4  Now5  faith  the  apoftle,  [Heb.  vii.  1 — 3.]  4  conlider  how  great 
4  this  man  was,’— 4  ror  this  Melchiledec  [was]  king  of  Salem, 
4  [and]  pried  of  the  mod  high  God  .  .  .  Without  father,  without 
4  mother,  without  defcent,  having  neither  beginning  of  days  nor 
*  end  of  life,  but  made  like  unto  the  Son  of  God,  [who]  abideth 
4  a  pried  for  ever  ;’  1.  e.  44  Of  whofe  father,  mother,  or  pedigree, 
there  is  no  mention  ....  (which  notes  him  to  be  no  pried  by  de- 
icent,  as  the  Levitical  prieds  were,  and  accordingly  their  genealo¬ 
gies  were  preferved  exactly)  as  neither  of  his  birth  nor  death  .  .  , 
and  fo  dands  in  the  dory  as  a  kind  of  immortal  pried  without  any 
iuccelTor  .  .  .  (perhaps  the  lad  pried  of  the  true  God  in  Phoenicia) 
this  Melchifedec,  I  fay,  was  in  all  this  an  emblem  of  Chrid  .  .  .  . 
the  King  of  Righteoufnefs,  and  Prince  of  Peace.”  [Hammond  in 
loc.  See  alfo  Doddridge ♦] 

The  fact  leems  to  be,  that  Melchifedec  is  in  the  hidory  intro¬ 
duced  in  fo  abrupt  and  augud  a  manner,  that  he  might  be  the 
more  fuitable  type,  and  in  many  refpects  prefigure  our  Lord 

Jefus 
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Lord  s  fupper.  So  that  as  Abraham  had  a  feal  of  the  co- 
venant  in  circumcifion  that  was  equivalent  to  baptifm, 
To  now  he  had  a  feal  of  it  equivalent  to  the  Lord’s  fupper. 
And  Melchifedec’s  coming  to  meet  him  with  fuch  a  feal  of 
the  covenant  of  rn*ace,  on  the  occafion  of  this  victory, 
evinces  that  it  was  a  pledge  of  God’s  fulfilment  of  the 
fame  covenant  ;  for  that  is  the  mercy  which  Mclchifedec 
takes  notice  of.  [Gen.  xiv.  19,  20.] 

(3.)  Another  was,  the  viiion  that  he  had  in  the  deep 
fleep  that  fell  upon  Abraham  of  the  fmoaking  furnace,  and 
burning  lamp,  that  paffed  between  the  parts  of  the  facri- 
fee,  [Gen.  xv.]  (z)  That  facrifice,  as  all  facrifice^  do? 


%ni- 


Jefus  Clink,  of  whom  thefe  things  were  true,  in  a  fenfe  far  more 
grand  and  important.  —  Infinite  Redeemer!  How  numberlefs  are 
the  rays  of  glory  that  form  thy  mediatorial  crown  !  How  are  all 
the  excellencies  of  the  moffc  illuflrious  characters  blended  to  fha- 
dow  thy  fuperior  dignity!  [U.  S.) 

(z)  The  "vision  of  the  fmoaking  fur?hacef\  44  The  order  and 
form  of  Abram’s  facrifice  deicribed  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  verier 
is  a  hill  illuflration  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  ;  6  And  he  laid 
4  unto  him,  Take  me  a  heifer  of  three  years  old,  and  a  fhe  goat 
*  of  three  years  old,  and  a  ram  of  three  years  old,  and  a  turtle 
4  dove  and  a  young  pigeon.  And  he  took  unto  him  all  thefe,  and 
4  divided  them  in  the  midk,  and  laid  each  piece  one  againff  ano- 
4  ther  :  but  the  birds  divided  he  not.’  And  4  the  Lord  made  a  co¬ 
venant,’  /.  e .  he  cut  afunderor  divided  a  purifying  victim.  [See 
Note  (o)  p.  109.]  Abram  according  to  God’s  command  took  an 
heifer,  a  fhe  goat,  and  a  ram,  each  of  three  years  old,  flew  them  ; 
divided  each  into  equal  parts  ;  placed  the  feparated  limbs  oppolite 
to  each  other,  leaving  a  palfage  between  ;  palled  between  the  parts 
himfelf,  according  to  the  cukoni  of  the  iacrilice  ;  and  when  the 
fun  was  down,  that  the  appearance  might  be  more  vifible  and  ftri- 
king,  the  Jhechbtah ,  or  vifible  token  of  God’s  prefenee,  palled  alfo 
between  the  divided  limbs  of  the  vi&ims,  as  a  fmoaking  furnace,  and 
a  burning  lamp;  the  final  ratification  of  this  new  treaty  between 
God  and  Abram  ;  whereby  God  gracioufiy  became  bound  to  give 
Abram  a  fon  of  his  own  bowels,  who  Ihould  become  the  father  of 
a  great  nation,  and  the  progenitor,  after  the  flefh,  of  the  great  Sa¬ 
viour  and  deliverer  of  the  human  race ;  and  Abram  on  his  part 
bound  himfelf  to  a  firm  reliance  upon  all  God’s  promifes,  and 
cheerful  obedience  to  all  his  commands.  Such  were  the  awful  fo- 
lemnities  of  this  important  tranfaHion,  ....  They  were  evi¬ 
dently  of  divine  inflitutipn,  for  God  honoured  them  with  his  pre- 
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fignifted  the  facrifice  of  Chrift.  The  fmoking  furnace 
that  palled  through  the  midft  of  that  facrifice  fignified 

the 


fence,  approbation,  and  acceptance  :  they  apparently  had  been 
long  in  uie  before  this  period,  tor  Abram,  without  any  particular 
initrilClion,  prepares  and  performs  the  facrifice  ;  and  they  certainly 
continued  long  in  the  church  of  God  alter  this ;  for  we  find  the 
the  practice  as  far  down  as  the  times  of  Jeremiah,  that  is,  about 
the  period  of  the  diifolution  of  the  Jewiih  monarchy.  The  paf- 
fage  itrikingly  illuilrates  and  fupports  the  hiifory  of  Abram’s  co¬ 
venant  and  facrifice . [Jer.  xxxiv,  18 — 20.]  6  And 

4  I  will  give  the  men  that  have  tranfgreffed  my  covenant,  which 
4  have  not  performed  the  words  of  the  covenant  which  they  had 
4  made  before  me,  when  they  cut  the  calf  in  twain,  and  palled  be- 
4  tween  the  parts  thereof,  the  princes  of  fudah,  and  the  princes  of 
4  Jeniialem,  the  eunuchs,  and  the  priefts,  and  all  the  people  of 
4  the  land,  which  pafieth  between  the  parts  of  the  calf ;  1  will  even 
4  give  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  and  into  the  hand  of 
14  them  that  leek  their  life  ;  and  their  dead  bodies  fliall  be  for  meat 
4  unto  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and  the  beafls  of  the  earth.’  Now 
the  exprefiions  here  employed,  of  4  polluting  God’s  name,  tranf- 
4  grefiing  his  covenant,  and  not  performing  it,’  [Seethe  preceding 
context.]  and  the  threatened  punilhment  of  this  violation,  4  their 
4  dead  bodies  11 1  all  be  for  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  and 
4  to  the  bealts  of  the  earth,’  explain  to  us  in  fome  meafure,  the 
meaning  of  thofe  folemn  ceremonies  with  which  covenants  were 
executed.  And  here  furely  it  is  not  unlawful  to  employ  the  lights 
which  are  thrown  on  this  lubjeCr,  by  the  practice  of  the  Gentile 
nations,  and  the  writings  of  profane  authors.  From  them  we 
learn,  that  on  fuch  occafions  the  cuftom  was,  that  the  contracting 
party  or  parties,  having  pafied  between  the  divided  limbs  of  the 
facrifice,  and  expreffed  their  full  aflent  to  the  itipulated  terms  of 
the  agreement  or  covenant,  in  folemn  words,  pronounced  with  an 
audible  voice,  imprecated  upon  themlelves  a  bitter  curie,  if  they 
ever  fhould  break  it.  4  As  I  lirike  down  this  heifer,  or  ram,  io 
4  may  God  lirike  me  with  death,  if  I  tranfgrefs  my  word  and  oath.’ 

As  the  limbs  of  this  animal  are  divided  a/funder,  io  may  my  body 
4  be  torn  in  pieces,  if  I  prove  perfidious.’  To  give  one  in  fiance 
oi  many,  irom  the  two  nations  alluded  to,  The  Greeks  and  the 
Trojans,  according  to  Homer,  having  agreed  to  determine  the 
great  quarrel  between  them,  by  the  ilfue  of  a  iingle  combat  be¬ 
tween  the  two  rivals,  Menelaus  and  Paris,  the  terms  being  fo¬ 
ie  mnly  adjufted  and  contented  to  on  both  ikies,  the  ratification  of 
the  covenant  is  thus  delcribed,  [Iliad,  lib.  iii.  268.]  4  The  Grecian 
4  prince  drew  theiacred  knife,  cut  off  a  lock  of  wool  from  each  of 
4  the  heads  oi  the  devoted  lambs,  which  being  diftributed  among 
4  the  princes  oi  the  contending  parties,  he  thus,  with  hands  lifted. 
4  and  in.  a  loud  voice  prayed, 


4  O  firfi 
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the  fuffe  rings  of  Clirift  ;  but  the  burning  lamp  that  fol¬ 
lowed,  which  fhone  with  a  clear  bright  light*  lignihes 

the 

c  °  and  gfeateft  Pow’r !  whom  all  obey. 

Who  high  on  Ida’s  holy  mountain  fway, 

6  Eternal  Jove !  and  you  bright  orb  that  roll 
1 10m  eait  to  welt,  and  view  from  pole  to  pole  ; 

4  Thou  mother  earth!  and  all  ye  living  floods! 

4  Internal  furies,  and  Tartarean  gods, 

Who  i nl c  the  dead,  and  horrid  woes  prepare 
6  For  perjur’d  kings,  and  all  who  falfely  fwear ! 

‘  Hear  arid  be  witnefs.  If, . 4  rpOPE  1 

“  Then,  having  repeated  the  words  of  it  [the  covenant  1  in  the 
audience  of  all,  he  cleft  afunder  the  heads  of  the  confecrated 
iambs,  placed  their  palpitating  limbs  oppofite  to  each  other  on  the 

ground,  pouied  facred  wine  upon  them,  and  again  prayed,  or  ra¬ 
ther  imprecated :  1  J 

Hear,  mighty  Jove !  and  hear,  ye  gods  on  high! 

And  ma)  then  blood,  who  fir  it  the  le<ague  confound 
Shed  like  this  wine,  diflain  the  thirily  ground  : 

4  May  all  their  conforts  ferve  promifcuous  lull, 

^ And  all  their  race  be  fcattered  as  the  dud!5  [Pope.j 
"T  hus  when  it  was  agieed  to  fettle  the  conted  for  empire  be¬ 
tween  Rome  and.  Alba  by  the  combat  of  three  youths,  brothers, 
on  eithei  fi.de ;  after  the  interpofition  or  ceremonies  fimilar  to  thofe 
Which  have  been  defended,  the  Roman  pried  who  preiided,  ad- 
deeded  a  prayer  to  heaven  to  this  eflefl;  4  Hear,  Father  Jupiter, 
hear,  Prince  of  Alba,  and  ye  whole  Alban  nation.  Whatever  has 
been  read  fiom  tnat  waxen  tablet,  from  fird  to  lail,  according  to 
*  the  plain  meaning  of  the  words,  without  any  refervation  what- 
C  ever,  the  Roman  people  engage  to  Hand  to,  'and  will  not  be  the 
nrd  to  \  iolate.  If  with  a  fraudulent  intention,  and  by  an  abt  of 
4  the  date,  they  fliall  fird  tranfgrefs,  that  very  day,  O  Jupiter, 
drike  the  Roman  people,  as  I  to-day  iliall  drike  this  hog,  and  fo 
4  much  the  more  heavily,  as  you  are  more  mighty  and  more  pow¬ 
erful  than  me.1  And  having  thus  fpoken,  with  a  fharp  Hint,  he 
dallied  out  the  brains  of  the  animal. 

44  Thus  in  the  three  mod  illudrious  nations  that  ever  exided,  we 
find  the  origin  of  their  greatnefs,  in  fimilar  ceremonies ;  empire 
founded  in  religion,  and  good  faith  fecurcd  by  the  fantfion  of  fo- 
lemn  facred  rites.  And  is  it  not  pleading  to  find  the  living  and 
true  God,  as  in  refpe£t  of  majedy  and  dignity,  fo  in  priority  of 
time,  taking  the  lead  in  all  that  is  great  and  Venerable  amonu,men  ? 
WefindMofes,  the  prince  of  facred  writers,  deferibirig  a  religious 
faerifice,  pei formed  by  Abram  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
thirteen  years  before  Chrid,  which  the  prince  of  heathen  poets  fo 
exactly  ibes  as  the  practice  of  his  own  country  upwards  of 
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the  glory  that  followed  ChriiVs  fufFerings,  and  was  pro¬ 
cured  by  them. 

(4.)  Another  pledge  that  God  gave  Abraham  of  the 
fulfilment  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was  his  gift  of  that 
child  of  wh  om  Chriil  was  to  come,  in  his  old  age.  This 
is  lpoken  ot  as  l'uch  in  lcripture  ;  Heb.  xi.  11,  12.  and 
alfo  Rom.  iv.  18,  Sec. 

(5.)  Again,  in  his  delivering  Ifaac,  after  he  was  laid 
upon  the  wood  of  the  iacrifice  to  be  flain,  (a)  God  gave 

Abraham 

one  thoufind  years  later  :  and  which  the  great  Roman  hiftorian 
relates  as  in  ufe  among  his  countrymen,  in  the  time  of  Tillius 
Wolhlius,  the  third  king  of  Rome,  before  Chrifl  about  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  iixty-eight  years.”  [Hunter’s  $ac.  Eiogr.  Vol.  I.  Lee. 
xiii.] 

(a)  Ifaac  laid  upon  the  wood  .  ...  to  be  slain.]  “  Abraham 
(fays  Mr.  Hervey)  was  an  eminent  and  diflinguifhed  fervant  of 
(he  Moll  High  God.  Favoured  with  peculiar  manifeflations  of 
the  divine  will,  and  dignified  with  the  honourable  title  of  his 
Maker’s  friend.  Yet  even  this  man  is  harratied  with  a  long  fuc- 
celfion  of  troubles  ;  and,  which  was  reckoned  in  thofe  ages  the 
moil  deplorable  calamity,  goes  childlefs.  Long  he  waits,  wor¬ 
shipping  God  with  the  moft  patient  refignation.  At  length,  an 
oracle  from  the  Lord  gives  him  .  .  .  aflurance  of  a  fon.  Joyfully 
he  receives  the  promife,  and  refls  in  humble  expectation  of  its 
apcomplifhment.  .  .  .  .  At  laid  the  handmaid  becomes  pregnant. 
.But  .  .  .  this  is  the  fon  of  the  bondwoman,  not  of  the  free.  ** 

“  How  afflicting  the  cafe  of  this  excellent  perfon  !  His  kinsfolk 
and  acquaintance  lee  their  olive  branches  flourifhing  round  about 
their  tables.  Even  his  ungodly  neighbours  have  cluldren  at  their 
delire,  and  leave  the  reftdue  of  their  fubftance  for  their  babes. 
But  Abraham ?  the  worfhipper  of  Jehovah,  the  favourite  of  hepven 
this  Abraham  is  deflitute  ot  an  heir,  to  fupport  his  name,  tq 
propagate  his  family,  or  to  inherit  the  bleffing.  .  .  God  is  pleafed 
to  renew  the  grant,  and  allure  him  more  explicitly,  that  Sarah 
fhall  ha\  e  a  ion.  But  this  notice  comes  at  a  very  late  period  in 
Me  ;  when  Sarah  is  ad\anced  in  years,  and  too  old,  according  to 
the  court e  of  nature,  to  conceive.  However,  the  pious  patriarch 

‘  Aggers  not  through  unbelief ;  but  hopes  even  againft  hope.5 
[Rom.  iv.  18 — 20.]  * 

At  lafl,  the  gift,  fo  earneflly  delired,  is  vouchsafed,  Sarah 
has  a  child — a  fon — an  Ifaac.  One  who  fhould  be.  a  fource  of  con- 
folation  and  delight  to  his  parents  ;  c  fliould  fill  their  mouth  with 
laughter,  and  then  tongue  with  joy.’  With  tender  care,  doubt* 
lefs,  this  pleafant  plant  is  reared.  Many  prayers  are  put  up,  far 
bis  long  life  and  gieat  happinefs.  The  fond  parents  watch  over 
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Abraham  another  confirmation  of  Iiis  faith 


in  the  pro- 
mi  fe 


him  as  over  the  apple  of  their  own  eye.  Their  life  is  bound  tip 
m  the  life  ot  the  lad.  He  grows  in  grace,  as  he  grows  in  ftaiure. 
.....  i\ow,  metlunks,  we  are  ready  to  congratulate  the  happy 
Sire  ;  and  flatter  ourfelves,  that  his  tribulations  have  an  end  .... 
But  w  let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his  harneis,  boafl  himfelf,  as  he 
4  that  putteth  it  oft.’  Our  warfare  on  earth  is  never  accompliflied, 
till  we  bow  our  head,  and  give  up  the  ghoft.  The  fharpefl,  the 
fevered  trial  is  flill  behind. 

“  -Abraham  y  fays  God— Abraham  knows  the  voice.  It  is  the 
voice  of  condefcending  goodnefs.  He  had  often  heard  it  with  a 
rapture  of  delight.  Inftantly  he  replies,  4  Here  I  am.  Speak, 
Loid;  foi  thy  fervant  is  all  attention. 5  Hoping,  no  doubt,  to 
receive  lome  frefli  manifeflation  of  the  divine  good-will  to  himfelf 
and  his  family j  or  fome  new  difcovery  of  the  method,  in  which 
the  divine  vVifdom  \\  ould  accomplifh  the  promifes — i  I  will  mul¬ 
tiply  thy  ieed — I  will  make  thy  feed  as  the  dull:  of  the  earth. — 
6  In  thy  feed  {hall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blefled.’ 

Take  thy  fon  ;  adds  God,  And  might  not  Abraham  reafon- 
ablv  expect,  that,  fince  his  fon  was  arrived  to  years  of  maturity, 
he  fhould  be  directed  now  to  lettle  him  in  the  world  with  honour 
and  advantage  ?  ...  He  is  commanded,  not  barely  to  take  his  fon, 
but  his  only  fon  ;  his  fon  Ifaac ,  w  hom  he  loved  .  .  .  Mult  not  iuch 
an  introduction,  fo  remarkably  endearing,  heighten  his  expecta¬ 
tion  of  fome  flgnal  mercy  to  be  conferred  on  the  beloved  youth  ? 
And  would  it  not  render  the  blefling  .  .  .  more  than  doubly  wel¬ 
come  ? 

“  Was  he  not  then  Aartled  ?  Was  he  not  horribly  amazed  ? 
When,  in  lie  ad  of  fome  renewed  expreflion  of  the  Divine  favour, 
he  received  the  following  orders  :  c  Take  now  thy  fon,  thy  only 
4  fon,  Ifaac,  whom  thou  loveft,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Mo¬ 
riah,  and  offer  him  there  for  a  burnt  offering,  upon  one  of  the 
c  mountains  which  I  will  tell  thee  of.5  Was  ever  defcription  fo 
affeding,  or  meflage  fo  alarming!  .  .  .  Every  word  in  this  injunc¬ 
tion  foftens  and  entenders  the  parent's  heart,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fliarpens  the  arrow,  that  mutt  pierce  it  through  and  through. 

“  Abraham,  take  thy  fon.5— Who,  but  Abraham,  could  have 
for  born  remonftrating  and  pleading  on  fuch  an  occaiion  ? —  Ana¬ 
nias,  being  charged  with  a  commiffion  to  Saul  the  perfeoutor,  takes 
upon  him  to  argue  the  cafe  with  his  Almighty  Sovereign. — 

4  Lord,  I  have  heard  by  many  concerning  this  man,  how  much 
4  evil  he  hath  done  to  thy  faints  at  Jerufalem  ;  and  here  he  hath 
4  authority  from  the  chief  priefls  to  bind  all  that  call  upon  thy 
*  named  [Ads  ix.  13,  14.]  Thus  Ananias.  With  how  much 
greater  appearance  of  reafon  might  Abraham  have  replied  ? 

4  Lord,  have  I  not  already  left  my  country  ;  left  my  kindred  ; 
c  and,  at  thy  command,  left  my  father's  houfe  ?  And  wilt  thou 

*  now 
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mile  that  God  had  made  of  Chrift,  that  he  fhould  be  of 

ltaac’s 

*  now  bereave  me  of  my  child  ?  Mild  I  part,  not  with  feme  ad- 
4  mired  folly  or  darling  vanity,  but  with  the  mo  ft  worthy  object 

m  indeed  w  ittr  my  only  remaining  confola- 
4  tion  ?  —  Shall  I  be  deprived  of  my  child,  almoft  as  ioon  as  I 
have  received  him  ?  Didft  thou  give  him  only  to  tantalize  thy 
c  fervant?  Remember,  gracious  God !  the  name  he  bears.  How 
4  dial  l  he  an  Ever  its  cheering  import  ?  How  fliall  he  be  a  fource 
4  ot  fatislahtion  to  his  parents,  or  the  father  ot  many  nations,  if 
thou  taked  him  away  in  his  unmarried  date,  and  the  very  prime 
4  of  his  years  ? 

4  It  fin  lies  at  the  door,  let  me  expiate  the  guilt.  Let  thou¬ 
sands  of  rams,  let  every  bullock  in  my  Halls  bleed  at  thy  altar* 
My  wealth,  moil  mighty  Lord,  and  all  my  goods,  are  nothing 
in  companion  of  my  Ilaac.  Command  me  to  be  dripped  of 
my  poffeilions ;  command  me  to  roam  as  a  fugitive  and  a  vao-a* 
bond  in  the  earth,  and  I  will  blefs  thy  holy  name.  Only  let  my 
child,  my  dear  child,  be  fpared. 

c  4  Or?  il  nothing  will  appeafe  thy  indignation  but  human  blood, 

4  let  my  death  be  the  iacrifice  ;  upon  me  be  the  Vengeance.  I  am 
4  old  and  grey-headed.  The  bell  of  my  days  are  pad,  and  the 
4  bed  of  my  fervices  done.  If  this  tottering  wall  tumbles,  there 
4  will  be  little,  or  no  caufe  for  regret.  But,  if  the  pillar  of  my 
4  ho ule,  and  the  fupport  of  my  family — if  he  be  fnatched  from 
4  Lom  me,  what  good  will  my  life  do  me  ?  4  O  my  Sou/  my  Son  ! 

<  . .  //P.J  T  ‘  r  .7  .  r-  T  r  ^  J 


,  1*  i  c  ! - L,  vicLim  ii om  lome  rruit- 

rul  ramily.  1  here  are  thole,  who  abound  in  children.  Chib 

4  dren  are  multiplied  unto  them  ;  and  though  many  were  re- 
4  moved,  yet  would  their  table  be  full.  There  are  thofe,  who 
4  have  docks  and  herds  *  whereas,  I  have  only  this  one  little  lamb  * 
‘  the  very  folace  of  my  foul,  and  the  flay  of  my  declining  years'. 

And  mall  this  be  taken  away,  while  all  thofe  are  left  >  fll 
Sam.  xii.  3.]  L 

\  et,  ii  he  mujl  die,  and  there  is  no  remedy  ;  may  he  not  at 
lead  expire  by  a  natural  diffoiution  ?  May  not  fome  common 
didempei^  unloofe  the  cords  ot  lite,  and  lay  him  down  yentlv  in 

;  tAC  tomj  r  May  not  ftjs  fond  mother  and  myfelf  leal  his  ciofine 
eyes,  and  foften  his  dying  pangs  by  our  tender  offices 

t.No;  Abraham. .  Thy  foil  mud  be  flaughtered  on  the  altar  .  .  . 
1  ne  lacnhcing  knife,  and  not  any  common  difeafe,  fliall  briny  him 
to  Ins  end.  .  It  is  the  Lord’s  will,  that  he  be  cut  in  piles 

coniumed  to  allies ;  and  made  a  burnt  offering . <  put  jf 

*  a11  ,muft  b<?  executed  ;  God  forbid,  that  I  ffiould  behold  the  dif- 

mal  tragedy!  .  .  .  .  O!  let  it  be  far,  far  from  the  fight  of  thefe 
%  eves !  & 

-  d 
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Haac’s  pofterity  ;  and  was  a  reprefentation  of  the  refsr- 

reClioit 

Even  this  mitigation  cannot  be  granted.  Thou,  Abraham,  muft 
fee  him  Ham.  Nay  ;  thou  muft  be  the  executioner  of  thy  liaac. 
Is  not  the  wretched  father  fhmned  and  thunderftruck  ?  ...  . 

ii  Nature  recoils  at  the  very  thought!  How  then  can  the  bell  of 
fathers  perform  the  deed  ?— How  fhall  he  anfwer  it  to  the  wife  of 
his  bofom,  the  mother  of  the  lovely  youth?  .  .  .  Will  fhe  not 
hav  e  leafon  to  reproach  Abraham,  and  fay  in  the  anguifh  of  her 
fpirit,  4  A  bloody  hufband  haft  thou  been  to  me,.— [Exod.  iv. 
2 5*]  How  can  he  juftify  it  to  the  world?  They  will  never  be 
perluaded,  that  the  God  of  goodneis  can  delight  in  cruelty,  or  au¬ 
thorize  fo  horrid  an  aCtion . Might  not  thoufands  of  fuch 

conhdei  ations  crowd  into  his  thoughts,  and  rack  his  very  foul  ? 

u  hut  God  is  unchangeable.  Folitive  is  his  word,  and  muft  be 
obeyed.  Obeyed  immediately  too.  Take  now  thy  fon.  The 
Lord’s  command  requireth  fpeed.  .  .  .  This  the  patriarch  knew. 
Therefore  he  waits  not  for  a  fecond  injunction.  He  confults  not 

with  flefh  and  blood . But,  without  a  murmuring  word, 

without  a  moment’s  delay,  lets  forward  on  his  journey. 

And  canft  thou,  Abraham,  canft  thou  perftft  in  thy  purpofe? 
.....  Is  not  this  child  the  heir  ot  the  pro  miles,  both  tempo¬ 
ral,  and  fpirituai,  and  eternal  ? — Is  not  the  great  Melljah,  whole 
day  thou  hail  lo  paftionately  deftred  to  fee  ;  whole  perfon  is  the 
hope  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  is  not  that  great  Meftiah  to 
ipring  from  his  loins  ?  From  his  loins,  whom  thou  art  about  to 
kill ; — The  bleffing,  thou  knoweft,  is  appropriated  to  him.  The 
•grand  entail  is  lettled  upon  him — upon  Ifaac  by  name — upon 
Ilaac  alone,  if  heperifli,  all  is  loft. — Canft  thou,  then,  at  one  blow, 
deftroy  the  life  ot  thy  fon  ;  lacrifice  all  thy  earthly  joys  ;  and  cut 
off  the  hopes  of  the  whole  world  ? — Will  none  of  thele  coniide- 
r ations  difcourage,  diftuade,  deter  thee  ? 

44  Moll  triumphant  faith  indeed!  defervedly  art  thou  ftyled,  The 
Father  of  the  Faithful.  Thy  faith  is  ftronger  than  all  the  ties  of 
affedfion  *  ftronger  than  all  the  pleas  of  nature  ;  ftronger  than  all 
the  terrors  of  death — of  a  death,  in  its  circumftances  and  in  its 
confequences,  incomparably  more  dreadful  than  thy  own. 

44  Now  muft  he  travel  during  three  tedious,  and,  one  would 
think,  moft  melancholy  days  ....  4  On  the  third  day,  Abraham 
4  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  faw  the  place  afar  oft'!’ — Doleful  light !  .  .  , 
Does  not  the  profpedt  alarm  all  his  tender  paftions  ?  No,  it  only 
awakens  his  circumfpedtion.  The  fervants  are  commanded  to  ad¬ 
vance  no  farther  ....  He  himfelf,  with  the  fire  and  the  knife  in 
bis  hands  ;  and  his  fon,  with  the  burden  of  wood  on  his  fhoulders, 
went  both  of  them  together. — Who  does  not  pity  the  dear  devoted 
youth,  toiling  under  that  load  which  muft  foon  reek  with  his  blood, 
and  foon  reduce  him  to  allies  ? — Mean  while  the  intended  victim, 
wondering  to  fee  all  thele  preparations  made,  and  no  proper  ani- 
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region  of  Clirift  ;  [See  Heb.  xi.  17 — 19.  J  And  be- 
caufe  tins  was  given  as  a  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of 

grace, 

mal  near,  afks  this  pertinent  queftion  ;  4  My  father,  behold  the 
‘  tire  and  the  wood  1  but  where  is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt  olfeiing  t 
Nothing  could  be  more  tender  and  moving  than  this  ipeecn  ; 
which  difcovered  fuch  a  knowledge  of  religion,  and  Inch  ^a  con¬ 
cern  for  its  duties.  Will  not  this  roufe  the  father  s  anguifh,  and 
fliake  his  determination  ?  How  can  he  be  the  death  of  lo  much 
innocence,  and  fo  much  piety  ? 

Faith  overcomes  all  difficulties.  Unmoved  and  inflexible,  the 
Patriarch  replies,  4  God  will  provide  himfelf  a  lamb  for  a  burnt- 

*  offering,  my  fond  He  hides  the  awful  tidings  from  the  inquiii- 
tive  youth,  left  they  flxould  be  too  heavy  and  afflictive  for  him  to 
bear  •  •  •  • 

4  And  they  came  to  the  place  which  God  had  told  him  ofd — ’  I  is 
a  mountain.  Far  from  the  refort  of  men.  A  doleful  lolitude  in¬ 
deed  !  ....  4  Abraham  builds  an  altar  there’ ....  and  .  .  .  that 
every  thing  may  be  t  ran  faffed  with  the  utmofl  decorum,  he  lay* 
the  wood  in  order  .... 

44  Every  thin  g  is  now  ready  for  the  mo  ft  a  fto  milling  and  dread- 
ful  aft  of  obedience  that  men  or  angels  ever  beheld.  And  now 
Abraham  difclofes  the  ftartling  fecret — 4  Did  ft  thou  inquire  con- 
4  cerning  the  lamb  ?  Thou  thyfelf,  my  dear  child,  art  the  lamb 
4  provided  for  the  burnt  offering.  Be  not  amazed.  Let  not  thy 
4  heart  fail.  The  God  who  bellowed  thee  on  my  longing  de- 

*  fires,  is  pleafed  to  require  thee  again  at  my  hand — the  Lord 
6  gave,  and  the  Lord  taketh  away,  let  us  both  adore  the  name  of 
4  the  Lord.  Let  us  confide  in  his  promifed  goodnefs,  and  una- 
4  nimouily  profefs,  44  Though  he  ilay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in 
4  him.” 

44  It  does  not  appear  that  the  amiable  youth  refilled  or  gain- 
fayed.  He  had  ftrength  enough  to  oppofe,  and  fpeed  enough  to 
efcape,  the  attempts  of  an  aged  father.  [According  to  [ofephus, 
Ifaac  was,  when  he  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  daughter,  about 
twenty- five  years  old.]  Either,  or  both  of  which,  the  law  of  felf- 
prelervation  might  feem  to  dibfate,  and  the  light  of  reafon  to  jul- 
tify.  But  Ifaac  knew  that  his  father  was  a  prophet.  In  this  pro¬ 
phetical  character,  he  fees  and  acknowledges  the  warrant  of  hea¬ 
ven  ;  and  fince  his  Creator  calls,  he  is  content  to  go  .  .  .  .  / 

44  Neverthelefs,  that  the  work  of  deftiny  may  be  Lire,  and 
no  one  particular  relating  to  a  lacrifice  omitted,  Abraham  binds 
Ifaac  his  Ion  ....  Having  bound  him — furprifmg  refolution  1 — - 
bound  him  for  the  fword  and  for  the  flame,  he  lays  him  upon  the 
altar  on  the  wood. — There,  now,  lies  Ifaac  ;  the  dear,  the  duti¬ 
ful,  the  religious  Ifaac  !  Abraham’s  joy  ;  Sarah’s  delight ;  the 
heir  of  the  promifes  !  There  he  lies,  all  meek  and  refigned,  ex¬ 
pecting,  every  moment,  the  ftroke  of  death  to  fall  ,  ,  ,  ,  See  1  the 

father 
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frace’  therefore  God  renewed  that  covenant  with  A  bra™ 
nam  011  tllls  occaiion.  Gen.  xxiv.  15,  (b) 

Thus 

father.  .  >  ftretches  forth  his  hand;’  he  lifts  the  Iharpened  Heel  - 

r"'  ‘  ete.L!lllned  t0  at  a  b|ow,  is  even  now  aiming — wli^n— 
rejoice,  O  ye  worfluppers  of  a  gracious  God  !  ..  .  .  the  Angel  of 

he  covenant  ipeaks  from  heaven,  and  withholds  the  Patriarch’s 

fcfthisfe  5?  Ve‘h  3  lt0  ftl'ike-  G°d’  Wh0  on‘y  intended  to  tnanh 
It  his  futh,  and  make  it  honourable,  bids  him  do  no  harm  to  the 

W’  Cj,oc)1  applauds  his  obedience*  and  fubftitutes  another 

eiaiiice  in  Haac  s  ftead  ;  renews  his  covenant  with  the  father,  and 

not  only  reprieves  the  life  of  the  ion*  but  promifes  him  a  nume- 

rous  and  llluilrious  lflue.  Promifes  to  make  him  the  progenitor 

^  ^f  iah’  and  thereby  a  bleffing  to  all  the  nations  °of  the 
€aith*  [  Lhen  and  Alp.  Vol.  iii.  lett.  2.] 

_  (B )  Ifaac  was  a  type  of  Cbrift ,  raifed  from  the  dead.]  “  So 
jd\t\  the  apoffle,.  [Heb.  xi.  19.]  Abraham  received  his  ion  Ifaac 

f  °l71  (  eacJ/  111  a  figure/  sv  7 4  even  in  a  parablcd 

ype,  °r  myifical  reprefentation.  [See  Wolfius,  Cune  Philolo^ 
Voi.  iv.  p.  76 2.  &  Com.  Heb;  ix,  5.]  A  farther  illuftration  of 
lls  may  be  taken  from  the  hiflory  of  this  event  in  Geneils  [xxih 
2 4*J  whei  e  Abiaham  calls  the  name  of  the  place  where  he  attempt 
ted  to  offer  his  fon,  Jehovah  Jlreh .  One  thing  muff  be  premifed 
that  the  Hebtew  word  [n&“r]  there  ufed,  if  we  wave  the  authority 
or  the  points,  may  be  taken  either  actively  or  paffively.  Abraham, 
when  his  fon  had  inquired  for  the  burnt  offering,  replied,  4  God  will 
pi o v7kff  himlelf,  oriather  [h^t]  will  fee,  look  out ,  for  himfelf 
a  burnt  offering  now  in  ver.  14,  Abraham  ufes  the  fame  word, 
and  God  having  wonderfully  provided  a  burnt  offering,  inilead  off 
Haac,  he  names  the  place  as  it  fliould  feem  with  a  reference  both 
to  this  event,  and  a  future  one  reprefented  by  it,  4  The  Lord’ 

4  will  fee,5  as  our  tranflators  render  it  in  the  margin  •  l.  c.  will 
provide  for  his  people,  in  whatever  ftraight  they  may  be,  as  he 
had  done  for  Abraham  in  this  fore  trial.  So  it  is  laid  to  this  day, 
is  become  a  proverb,  4  In  the  mount  the  Lord  will  fee;’ 
tae  fame  word  as  before.  But  the  words  may  be  taken  paifively  ; 

<  The  Lord  will  appear,’  /.  e.  vifibly,  he  will  be  feen.  Thus 
Haac  inquiring  for  the  facrifice,  Abraham  replies,  4  God  will  ap* 

*  Pear  for  ip’  [fo  p  may  be  rendered]  /.  c.  to  point  it  out  in 
inch  a  manner  as  fliall  leave  us  in  no  doubt  or  difficulty  to  leek 
it — Then  he  calls  the  name  of  the  place  4  The  Lord  will  appear,* 

01  be  feen  ;  and  from  this  a  tradition  aroie,  that  m  that  mount 
the  Lord  would  appear,  (or  be  feen)  which  had  the  moil  literal 
and  exadt  accomplifhment  in  Solomon’s  temple  being  ere  died,  and 
afterwards  the  Son  of  God  crucified  thereon.  Taken  either  way 
the  words  are  beautifully  fignificant ;  and  as  they  run  uniformly 
ambiguous,  we  conceive  ourfeives  warranted  to  include  both 
fenfes,  though  we  may  not  be  able  to  prove  that  Abraham  fo  in¬ 
tended 
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Thus  you  fee  how  much  more  fully  the  covenant  of 
grace  was  revealed  and  confirmed  in  Abraham’s  time  than 
it  had  been  before  ;  by  means  of  which  Abraham  items 
to  have  had  a  clearer  underflanding  and  light  of  Chrift, 
the  great  Redeemer,  and  the  future  things  that  were  to 
be  accqmplifhed  by  him,  than  any  of  the  faints  preceding 
him  ;  and  therefore  Chrift  informs  us,  that  4  Abraham 
6  rejoiced  to  fee  his  day,  and  lie  faw  it,  and  was  glad/ 
[John  viii.  56.]  So  great  an  advance  did  it  pleafe  God 
now  to  make  in  this  building,  which  he  had  been  carry¬ 
ing  on  from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 

3.  The  next  thing  that  I  would  take  notice  of  here, 
is  God’s  prelerving  the  patriarchs  fo  long  in  the  midib  of 
the  wicked  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  and  from  all  other 
enemies.  The  patriarchs  Abraham,  Ifaa.c,  and  Jacob, 
were  thofe  or  whom  Chrift  was  to  proceed  ;  and  they 
were  now  feparated  from  the  world,  that  in  them  the 
church  might  be  upheld  :  therefore,  in  preferving  them, 
the  great  defign  of  redemption  was  carried  on.  He  pre¬ 
tended  them  ;  lince  often  things  were  fpoken  by  a  prophetic  fpi** 
rit,  which  even  the  lpeaker  did  not  at  the  time  fully  underftancL 

[See  John  xi.  51.]  Thus  explained,  the  words  will  afford  the  fol¬ 
low  mg  remarks  : 

1.  i  hat  the  fame  truths  which  are  now  taught  us  in  plain  literal 
terms,  were  formerly  revealed  to  the  Old  Teftament  believers  in 
figures  and  types.  Thus  were  they  enabled  to  look  forward  to  a 
prom i led  Redeemer  by  the  fame  faith  with  which  we  view  him 
already  come  and  crucified. 

2.  There  is  a  clofe  connexion  between  the  works  of  Providence 

f'K  Redemption.  The  one  often  (as  our  author  has  in  many  in- 
Tances  fliewn)  prefiguring  the  other.  Ifaac  muft  have  been  in 
Arrauam  s  view  as  dead,  and  he  probably  entertained  no  hope  of 
his  being  laved  by  a  refurredion  ;  and  this  event  was  carried  to  the 
.  ,  not  merely  for  the  trial  of  Abraham’s  faith,  but  al/b 

0  )e  tne  fitter  type  of  Chrift  raifed  from  the  dead.  Let  us  learn 
to  view  every  providence  in  this  connexion,  as  fubordinate  to  the 
great  ends  of  redemption  :  and  reft  allured,  that  fince  God  has 
p.ovided  a  facrifice  m  the  perfonof  ‘  hisownfon:’  he  will  ‘  with 

h' in  alto  freely  give  us  all  things.’  [Rom.  viii.  02.I 

3.  What  ftrong  confolation  may  a  believer  derive  from  this  hif- 
tory  to  confirm  and  animate  his  faith  ?  Though  the  Lord  firm, Id 

hfwT  ,e  Tr  t0  »he  utnaoft’  -vet  iri  the  point  of  extremity 
Le  will  appear  and  lave,”  [G  E  J 
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ferved  them,  and  kept  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  where 
they  fojourned  from  deftroying  them  ;  which  was  a  re¬ 
markable  difpenfation  of  Providence  :  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land  were  at  that  day  exceedingly  wicked,  though 
they  grew  more  wicked  afterwards.  This  appears  by 
Gen.  xv.  1 6.  ‘  In  the  fourth  generation  they  fhall-  come 

*  hither  again  ;  for  the  iniquity  of  the  Canaanites  is  not 

yet  full  :  as  much  as  to  lay,  T  hough  it  be  very  great, 

it  is  not  yet  full..  And  their  great  wickedness  alfo  ap¬ 
pears  by  Abraham  and  Ifaac  s  averfion  to  their  children 
marrying  any  of  the  daughters  of  the  land.  Abraham, 
when  he  was  old,  could  not  be  content  till  he  had  made 
his  fervant  fwear  that  he  would  not  take  a  wife  for  his 
Ion  of  the  daughters  of  the  land.  And  Ifaac  and  Rebecca 
were  content  to  fend  away  Jacob  to  fo  great  a  diftance  as 
Padan-Aram,  to  take  him  a  wife  thence.  And  when 
Eiau  married  forae  of  the  daughters  of  the  land,  we  are 
told,  that  they  were  a  grief  of  mind  to  Ifaac  and  Re¬ 
becca.  [Gen.  xxvi.  35-] 

Another  argument  of  their  great  wickednefs,  was  the 
in  fiances  we  have  in  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Admah  and 
Zeboim,  which  were  fome  of  the  cities  of  Canaan*,  though 
they  were  probably  more  eminently  wicked. 

And  they  being  thus  wicked,  were  likely  to  have  the 
mofl  bitter  enmity  againfl  thefe  holy  men  ;  agreeable  tq 
what  was  declared  at  firft,  ‘  X  will  put  enmity  between 

*  thee  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her  feed/ 
Their  holy  lives  were  a  continual  condemnation  of  their 
wickednefs.  And  befides,  it  could  not  be  otherwife,  but 
that  they  muft  be  much  in  reproving  their  wickednefs,  as 
we  find  Lot  was  in  Sodom  ;  who,  we  are  told,  vexed  his 
righteous  foul  with  their  unlawful  deeds,  and  was  a 
preacher  of  righteoufnefs  to  them. 

And  tliey  were  the  more  expofed  to  them,  being  flran- 
gers  and  fojourners  in  the  land,  and  having  no  inheritance 
there  as  yet.  Men  are  more  apt  to  find  fault  with  Gran¬ 
gers,  and  to  be  irritated  by  any  thing  in  them,  as  they 
were  with  Lot  in  Sodom.  He  very  gently  reproved  their 
wickednefs  j  and  they  fay  upon  it,  6  This  fellow  came  in 

4  tq 
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*  to  fojourn,  and  he  will  needs  be  a  ruler  and  a  judge 
and  threatened  what  they  would  do  to  him. 

But  God  wonderfully  preferved  Abraham  and  Lot,  and 
Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  their  families,  amongft  them,  though 
they  were  few  in  number,  and  they  might  quickly  have 
deftroyed  them  ;  which  is  taken  notice  of  as  a  wonderful 
inftance  of  God's  preferving  mercy  toward  his  church, 
[Pf.  cv.  12,  &c.]  4  When  they  were  but  a  few  men  ill 
4  number  ;  yea,  very  few,  and  {hangers  in  it.  When 
4  they  went  from  one  nation  to  another,  from  onfe  king- 
4  dom  to  another  people  ;  he  fuffered  no  man  to  do  them 
‘  wrong  ;  yea,  he  reproved  kings  for  their  fakes,  faying, 
T  ouch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no 
4  harm.' 

This  prefervation  was  in  fome  inftances  very  remark¬ 
able  ;  tliofe  inflances  that  we  have  an  account  of,  where¬ 
in  the  people  of  the  land  were  greatly  irritated  and  pro- 
\  oked  ;  as  they  were  by  Simeon  and  Levi’s  treatment 
of  the  Shechemites,  [Gen.  xxxiv.  30,  &c.]  God  then 
ftiangely  pielerved  Jacob  and  his  family,  reftraining  the 
pi  o\  oked  people  by  an  unufual  terror  on  their  minds, 
[Gen.  xxxv.  5.]  4  And  the  terror  of  God  was  upon  the 
cities  that  were  round  about  them,  and  they  did  not 
‘  purfue  after  the  fons  of  Jacob.' 

And  God’s  preferving  them,  not  only  from  the  Ca¬ 
li  aamtes,  is  here  to  be  taken  notice  of,  but  his  preferving 
them  from  all  others  that  intended  mifchief  to  them  ;  thus 
his  preierving  Jacob  and  his  company,  when  purfued  by 
Laban,  full  of  rage,  and  a  difpofition  to  overtake  him  as 
an  enemy  ;  God  met  him,  and  rebuked  him,  and  faid  to 
lnm,  T  ake  heed  that  thou  fpeak  not  to  Jacob  either  good 
4  or  bad,’  (Gen.  xxxi.  24.)  How  wonderfully  did  he  alfo 
prcferve  him  from  Efau  his  brother,  when  he  came  forth 
with  an  army,  with  a  full  defign  to  cut  him  off  !  How 
did  God,  in  anfw.er  to  his  prayer,  when  he  wreftled  with 
Ciirnt  at  Penuel,  wonderfully  turn  Efau’s  heart,  and  make 
him,  mftead  of  meeting  him  as  an  enemy,  with  daughter 

and  deftruftion,  to  meet  him  as  a  friend  and  brother, 
doing  him  no  harm  ! 
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And  thus  were  this  handful,  this  little  root  that  had 
the  bleffmg  of  the  Redeemer  in  it,  preferved  in  the  midft 
of  enemies  and  dangers  ;  which  was  not  unlike  to  th« 
preferving  the  ark  in  the  midft  of  the  tempeftuous  deluge. 

4.  The  next  thing  I  would  mention  is,  the  awful  de- 
ftrudlion  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the  neighbouring 
cities.  This  tended  to  promote  the  great  defign  and 
work  that  is  the  fubje£t  of  my  prefent  undertaking,  two 
ways.  It  did  lo,  as  it  tended  powerfully  to  refrain  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  from  injuring  thofe  holy  Gran¬ 
gers  that  God  had  brought  to  fojourn  amongft  them. 
Lot  was  one  of  thofe  Grangers  ;  he  came  into  the  land 
with  Abraham  ;  and  Sodom  was  deGroyed  through  their 
difregard  of  Lot,  the  preacher  of  righteoufnefs,  that  God 
had  lent  among  them.  And  their  deGruftion  came  juft 
upon  their  committing  a  moft  injurious  and  abominable 
infult  on  Lot,  and  the  Grangers  that  were  come  into  his 
houfe,  even  thofe  angels,  whom  they  probably  took  to  be 
fome  of  Lot’s  former  acquaintance,  come  from  his  own 
country  to  vifit  him.  They  in  a  moft  outrageous  man¬ 
ner  befet  Lot’s  houfe,  intending  a  monftrous  abufe  of 
thofe  Grangers  that  were  come  thither,  and  threatening 
to  ferve  Lot  worfe  than  them. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  God  fmote  them  with  blind- 
nefs,  and  the  next  morning  the  city  and  the  country 
about  it  was  overthrown  in  a  moft  terrible  Gorm  of  ftre 

A 

and  brimftone  ;  which  dreadful  deftrudfion,  as  it  was  in  the 
fight  of  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  and  there¬ 
fore  greatly  tended  to  reftrain  them  from  hurting  thofe 
holy  Grangers  any  more  ;  it  doubtlefs  ftruck  a  dread  and 
terror  on  their  minds,  and  made  them  afraid  to  hurt  them, 
'and  probably  was  one  principal  means  to  reftrain  them, 
and  preferVe  the  patriarchs.  And  when  that  reafon  is 
given  why  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  did  not  purlue  al¬ 
ter  Jacob,  when  they  were  fo  provoked  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Shechemite's,  viz.  4  that  the  terror  of  the 
4  Lord  was  upon  them,’  it  is  very  probable  that  this  was 
the  terror  referred  to.  They  remembered  the  amazing 
deftrudlion  of  Sodom,  and  the  cities  of  the  plain,  that 


1 


came 


FROM  ABRAHAM’S  CALL  TO  MOSES.  153 

came  upon  them,  upon  their  abulive  treatment  of  Lot, 
and  fo  durft  not  hurt  Jacob  and  his  family,  though  they 
were  fo  much  provoked  to  it. 

Another  way  that  this  awful  deftru&ion  tended  to 
promote  this  great  affair  of  redemption,  was,  that  here¬ 
by  God  did  remarkably  exhibit  the  terrors  of  his  law,  to 
make  men  fenfible  of  their  need  of  redeeming  mercy. 
The  work  of  redemption  never  was  carried  on  without 
this.  The  law,  from  the  beginning,  is  made  ufe  of  as 
a  fchoolmafter  to  bring  men  to  Chrift.  [Gal,  iii.  24*] 

But  under  the  Old  Teflament  there  was  much  more 
need  of  fome  extraordinary,  viiible,  and  fenfible  mani- 
feflation  of  God’s  wrath  againft  fin,  than  in  the  days  of 
the  gofpel  ;  fince  a  future  Rate,  and  the  eternal  mifery  of 
hell,  is  more  clearly  revealed,  and  fince  the  awful  juftice 
of  God  againft  the  fins  of  men  has  been  fo  wonderfully 
difplayed  in  the  bufferings  of  Chrift.  And  therefore  the 
revelation  that  God  gave  of  himfelf  in  thofe  days,  ufed 
to  be  accompanied  with  much  more  terror  than  it  is  in 
thefe  of  the  gofpel.  So  when  God  appeared  at  Mount 
Sinai  to  give  the  law,  it  was  with  thunders  and  lightnings, 
and  a  thick  cloud,  and  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  exceeding 
loud.  But  fome  external,  awful  manifeftations  of  God'$ 
wrath  againft  fin  were  on  fome  accounts  efpecially  necel- 
fa }*y  before  the  giving  of  the  law  :  and  therefore,  before 
the  flood,  the  terrors  of  the  law  handed  down  by  tradition 
from  Adam  ferved.  Adam  lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty 
years  himfelf,  to  tell  the  church  of  God’s  awful  threaten 
ings  denounced  in  the  covenant  made  with  him,  and  how 
dreadful  the  confequences  of  the  fall  were,  of  which  he 
was  an  eye-witnefs  and  fubje£f  ■  and  others  that  converfed 
with  Adam,  lived  till  the  flood,  And  the  deftru&ion  of 
the  world  by  the  flood  ferved  to  exhibit  the  terrors  of  the 
law,  and  manifeft  the  wrath  of  God  againft  fin  ;  and  fo 
to  make  men  fenfible  of  the  abfolute  necelftty  of  redeeming 
mercy.  And  fome  that  faw  the  flood.were  alive  in  Abra¬ 
ham’s  time.  '  '  *  . 

But  this  was  now  in  a  great  meafure  forgotten  ;  now 
therefore  God  was  pleafed  again,  in  a  moft  amazing 

X  a  manner. 
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manner,  to  fhow  his  wrath  againil  fin,  in  the  deftruftiou 
of  thefe  cities  :  which  was  after  fucli  a  manner  as  to  be 
the  livelieft  image  of  hell  of  any  thing  that  ever  had  been  ; 
and  therefore  the  apoftle  Jude  fays,  ‘  They  fuffer  the 
*  vengeance  of  eternal  fire,’  [Jude  7.]  God  rained  (c) 

ft  or  ms 

,  (c)  Sodom  dejlroyed  Jy  lightning.]  u  This  perfectly  agrees 
with  feripuire  account,  which  commonly  denominates  lightnings 
\  the  hie  of  God.’  [See  Lev.  ix.  24.  II.  Kings  i.  10 — 12.]  And 
lightning  is  always  attended  with  a  fulphurous  fmell  ;  and  from 
this  cii  cum  fiance,  its  coming  from  God,  the  Greeks  call  brimdone 
[©nov,  z.  ed\  divine,  [See  JLe  Clerds  Differt.]  But  there  are  two 
circum  dances  of  more  importance  to  be  obferved  ;  God’s  leverity 
to  his  enemies,  and  his  mercy  and  kindnefs  to  his  people  :  of  each 
oi  thefe  we  have  two  remarkable  in  dances'. 

“  To  begin  with  God’s  judgements  againd  Sodom,  which,  as  our 
author  has  obferved,  affords  the  mod  driking  figure  of  hell  that 
ever  was  exhibited.  In  vain  fhould  we  dretch  our  imaginations  ta 
conceive  the  horror  of  a  deluge  of  fire  poured  down  from  heaven. 
.Human  nature  fhrinks  from  it,  as  too  terrific  a  fubjedt  for  con¬ 
templation. — But  let  us  turn  to  the  caufe  of  this  Jin ,  which 
4  Brought  death  into  the  world  and  all  our  woe  ! 

This  winged  the  dreadful  lightning,  and  pointed  the  fatal  thunder ^ 
oolt  and  we  may  obferve  that  God  often  fends  a  punifhment 
correfpondent  to  the  nature  of  our  fins ;  as  in  the  indance  before 
us,  they  who  burned  with  unnatural  lud  perifhed  in  the  flames  of 
divine  diipleafure.  4  For  our  God  is  a  confuming  fire.’  [Heb. 
-xii.  29.] 

_  <c  But,  if  not  more  dreadful,  there  is  fomething  peculiarly  dri- 
king,  in  the  death  of  Lot's  wife — die  had  efcaped  the  pollution 
*md  deft  ruction  of  the  city  ; — flie  had  obeyed  the  angel’s  voice  and 
:fled  for  fafety  -but,  alas!  Fler  heart  was  wedded  to  the  world. 
She  fled,  indeed,  but  with  lingering  deps,  and  a  heavy  heart.  She 
would  gladly  return,  it  fhould  feem,  to  live  in  eafe  and  luxury  in 
Sodom,  notwithdanding  flie  could  not  be  affefted  with  its  charac- 
teriflic  fln,  rather  than  enjoy  a  ftate  of  holy,  but  obfeure,  retire¬ 
ment.  Alas,  how  many  that  have  bidden  fair  (as  we  fay)  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  have  fallen  fliort,  from  the  fame  principles  of 
covetoufnefs  and  pride.  Let  us  4  Remember  Lot’s  wife.’  [Luke 
xvii.32.] 

“  But  this  Providence  has  two  voices  ;  a  voice  of  mercy  as  well 
as  of  terror  ;  to  impenitent  flnners  it  fpeaks  in  rattling  thunder, 
like  that  at  Sinai ;  to  believing  penitents,  with  a  fmallxJiill ,  but  ar¬ 
ticulate  accent. 

‘  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham,  faith  God,  that  thing  which  I  dor1 
[Gen.  xviii.  17,  &c.]  Blefled  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God;  the 
'aftvQcate  of  men ! — 4  The  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear 
’  '  '  "  \  him, 
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ftorms  of  fire  and  brimftone  upon  them.  The  way  that 
they  were  deftroved  probably  was  by  thick  flafhes  of 
lightning.  The  ftreams  of  brimftone  were  fo  thick  as 
to  burn  up  all  thefe  cities  ;  fo  that  they  perifhed  in  the 
flames.  By  this  might  be  feen  the  dreadful  wrath  of  God 
againft  the  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men ; 
which  tended  to  fhow  men  the  necefiity  of  redemption, 
and  fo  to  promote  that  great  work, 

5.  God  again  renewed  and  confirmed  the  covenant 
of  grace  to  Ifaac  and  to  Jacob.  He  did  fo  to  Ifaac, 
[ Gen.  xxvi.  3,  4.]  6  And  I  will  perform  the  oath  which 

*  I  fvvare  unto  Abraham  thy  father ;  and  I  will  make 
41  thy  feed  to  multiply  as  the  ftars  of  heaven,  and  will 
6  give  unto  thy  feed  all  thefe  countries  ;  and  in  thy 

4  him,  and  he  will  Ihew  them  his  covenant,’  [Pfi  xxv.  14.]  The 
Lord  comes  to  Abraham,  and  acquaints  him  with  his  defign  of  in¬ 
flicting  exemplary  juftice ;  but,  fays  Abraham,,  ‘Will  God  deftroy 
4  the  righteous  with  the  wicked?’  No,  *  that  be  far  from  the 

*  Lord!*  The  whole  converfation  between  Abraham  and  God,  i$ 
left  on  record,  and  difplays  the  fined  fentiments  of  reverence, 
piety  and  humanity  in  the  patriarch  ;  and  on  the  part  of  Deity  an 
harmonious  combination  of  juflice,  mercy,  and  other  attributes 
worthy  the  divine  nature. 

-  \  « 

44  But  before  the  judgement  can  be  executed,  Lot  muft  be  deli¬ 
vered  ;  4  I  can  do  nothing*  fays  the  commillioned  angel,  [Gen. 
xix.  22.]  4  till  thou  art  gone  hence.  Thus,  4  In  the  midft  of 
4  judgement,  he  remembers  mercy  j*  and  five  righteous  peribns 
would  have  faved  the  deftruCtion  of  five  cities.  Little  do  the 
world  conceive  the  bleflings  they  enjoy  through  God’s  people  be¬ 
ing  mingled  with  them  ;  but  experience  will  fliew  them.  When 
God  has  4  gathered  his  wheat  into  his  garner,  then  fhall  the  chaff 
4  be  burnt  with  unquenchable  fire.’  [Matt.  iii.  12.]  When  all 
his  elect  people  are  faved ;  the  reprobate  fhall  perifh  with  a  dilfol- 
ving  world  ; 

. .  .  .  .  O  power  fupreme 

O  everlafting  King!  To  thee  I  kneel ; 

T o  thee  I  lift  my  voice.  With  fervent  heat 
Melt,  all  ye  elements !  And  thou,  high  heav’n, 

Shrink  like  a  fhrivelPd  fcroll.  But  think,  O  Lord* 

Think  on  the  bell  and  nobleft  of  thy  works ; 

Think  on  thine  own  bright  image  ;  think  on  him 
Who  dy’d  to  fave  us  from  thy  righteous  wrrath, 

Aud,  midft  thewreck  of  worlds,  remember  man!”  [Glynn. I 

[U,U.] 

A  *  feecf 


‘  feed  fhall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  bleffied.’  And 
afterwards  it  was  renewed  and  confirmed  to  Jacob ; 
hill,  in  Iiaac  s  bleffing  of  him,  wherein  he  afled  and  fpok& 
by  extraordinary  and  divine  direftion.  In  that  bleffing 
the  bleffings  of  the  covenant  of  grace  were  eftablilhed  with 
Jacob  and  his  feed  ;  [as  Gen.  xxvii.  29.]  ‘  Let  people 
leive  thee  ;  and  nations  bow  down  to  thee  ;  be  lord  over 

*  tby  brethren,  and  let  thy  mother’s  foils  bow  down  to 

*  thee  :  Curled  be  every  one  that  curfeth  thee,  and  blef- 

*  f£b  be  he  that  blelleth  thee.’  And  therefore  Efau,  in 
milling  of  this  bleffing,  milled  of  being  blefled  as  an  heir 
of  the  benefits  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

This  covenant  was  again  renewed  and  confirmed  to 
Jacob  at  Bethel,  by  his  vifion  of  the  ladder  that  reached 
to  heaven  ;  which  ladder  was  a  fymbol  of  the  way  of  fal- 
vation  by  Chrift.  (d)  For  the  hone  that  Jacob  relied  on 
was  a  type  of  Chrift,  the  Hone  of  Ifrael,  which  the  fpi- 
ritual  Ifrael  or  Jacob  refts  upon  ;  as  is  evident,  becaufe 
tins  Hone  was,  on  this  occafion,  anointed,  and  was  made 
life  of  as  an  altar.  But  we  know  that  Chrift  is  the 
anointed  of  God,  and  is  the  only  true  altar.  While 
Jacob  was  refting  on  this  ftone,  and  faw  this  ladder, 
God  appears  to  him  as  his  covenant  God,  and  renews 
the  covenant  of  grace  with  him  ;  [Gen.  xxviii.  14.} 

*■  And  thy  feed  fhall  be  as  the  daft  of  the  earth*  and  thou 

*  flig.lt  fpread  abroad  to  the  weft,  and  to  the  eaft,  and  to 
4  the  north  and  to  the  louth  ;  and  in  thee  and  in  thy  feed 
4  fhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  bleffied.* 


(d)  Jacob's  ladder  typical.]  This  vifion,  in  whatever  parti¬ 
cular  point  of  view  we  confider  it,  was  a  moil  beautiful  difplay  of 
the  communication  opened  between  heaven  and  earth,  through  the 
medium  of  a  Redeemer.  Its  extending  from  earth  to  heaven, 
points  out  a  way  of  accels  to  God  for  fallen  man.  The  various 
fleps  mark  the  progrefs  of  the  divine  life,  and  the  walk  of  a  be¬ 
liever,  every  ilep  of  which  approaches  nearer  heaven  and  glory. 
The  angel’s  afeending  and  defeending  fliews  the  office  of  thole  mi- 
niftering  fpirits,  in  performing  embaffies  of  kindnefs  for  us.  And 
the  Lord  landing  above,  and  renewing  his  covenant,  may  teach 
us,  that  all  its  bleffinvs  are  beftowed  in  that  means  of  communica- 

'  O  #  % 

tiona  namely,  through  the  mediation  of  the  Son  of  God.  [U.  S.j 
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And  Jacob  had  another  remarkable  confirmation  of 
this  covenant  at  Penuel,  where  lie  wreftled  with  God, 
and  prevailed;  (e)  where  Chriil:  appeared  to  him  in  a 
human  form  ;  in  the  form  of  that  nature  which  he  was  af¬ 
terwards  to  receive  into  a  perlonal  union  with  his  divine 
nature. 

And  God  renewed  his  covenant  with  him  again,  after 
he  was  come  out  of  Padan-aram,  and  was  come  up  to 
Bethel,  and  the  Hone  that  he  had  relied  on  ;  and  where  he 
had  the  viiion  of  the  ladder  ;  [Gen.  xxxv.  io.  &c.] 

Thus  the  covenant  of  grace  was  now  often  renewed, 
much  oftener  than  it  had  been  before.  The  light  of  the 
gofpel  now  began  to  fhine  much  brighter,  as  the  time 
drew  nearer  that  Chriil;  fhould  come. 

6.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  God’s  remark¬ 
ably  preferving  the  family  of  which  Chriil  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  perifhing  by  famine,  by  the  inflrumentality 
of  Jofeph.  (f)  When  there  was  a  feven-years  famine 
approaching,  God  was  pleafed,  by  a  wonderful  providence, 
to  fend  Jofeph  into  Egypt,  there  to  provide  for,  and  feed 
Jacob  and  his  family,  and  to  keep  the  holy  feed  alive, 
which  otherwife  would  have  perilhed.  Jofeph  was  lent 

into 

t 

(e)  Jacob  wrestled  with  the  angel.]  u  Jacob  was  now  gaf¬ 
fing  with  his  whole  family  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  to  take  feizure 
of  it,  by  virtue  of  the  promife  on  the  behalf  of  his  po ferity.  At 
the  very  entrance  of  it,  he  is  met  by  his  greatell  adverfary,  with 
whom  he  had  a  fevere  conteft  about  the  promife  and  the  inheri- 
tance  itfelf.  This  was  his  brother  Efau,  who,  coming  againlt 
him  with  a  power  which  he  was  no  way  able  to  with hand,  he  fear¬ 
ed  that  he  would  utterly  dellroy  both  his  perfon  and  poflerity. 

.  .  .  .  Wherefore  to  fettle  Jacob's  right,  to  preferve  him  with  his 
title  and  intereft,  he  who  was  principally  concerned  in  the  whole 
matter,  doth  here  appear  unto  him.”  [Dr.  Owen’s  Exercita- 
tions  on  the  Hebrews,  Vol.  i.  p.  118.J  But  this  and  the  other 
extraordinary  appearances  of  a  divine  perfon  under  the  Old  Tef- 
tament,  will  be  collectively  conlidered  under  a  future  fedion. 

( r )  Jofeph' s  hijiorx  remarkable .]  Few  lives  in  the  Old  Telia- 
ment  hiflory  are  fo  intereiling  as  that  of  Jofeph  ;•  in  which  the 
moil  obfervable  feature  is  its  frequent,  hidden,  and  important  vi- 
chlitudes.  And  we  may  truly  fay,  his  life  was  of  as  many  colours 
as  his  coat.  In  youth  the  darling  of  his  parents ; —  but  the  envy 
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into  Egypt  for  that  end,  as  he  obferves,  [Gen.  1.  20.] 

*  But  as  for  you,  ye  thought  evil  againft  me  ;  but  God 

*  meant  it  unto  good  to  fave  much  people  alive.*  How 
often  had  this  holy  root,  that  had  the  future  branch  of 
righteoufnefs,  the  glorious  Redeemer,  in  it,  been  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  deftroyed  !  But.  God  wonderfully  prefer- 
ved  it. 

This  falvation  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  by  the  hand  of 
Jofeph,  was  upon  fome  accounts  very  much  a  rel'em. 

blance 

of  his  brethren.  Sold  into  Egypt  for  a  Have ;  made  fleward  of 
his  m after’s  houfe  ;  thrown  into  prifon  on  a  falfe  but  criminal  ac- 
cufation ;  railed  from  a  prifon  to  a  throne  ;  honoured  as  the  father 
even  of  Pharaoh,  the  faviour  of  Egypt,  and  the  favourite  of  hea¬ 
ven  ;  he  faves  the  lives  and  raifes  the  fortunes  of  his  father,  and 
of  thofe  very  brethren  who  hated  and  fold  him  ;  and  clofes  his  life 
with  honour,  happinefs,  and  tranquillity. 

But  among  the  many  incidents  of  his  life,  no  one  is  more  re¬ 
markable  or  inftru&ive  than  that  of  his  temptation  to  inchaflity, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  refilled  it.  On  this  our  author  has 
clfewhere  the  following  obfervations : 

“  We  may  obferve,  how  great  the  temptation  was,  that  he  wa$ 
under.  It  is  to  be  confidered,  Jofeph  was  now  in  his  youth :  a 
leafon  of  life,  when  perfons  are  moil  liable  to  be  overcome  by 
temptations  of  this  nature.  And  he  was  in  a  flate  of  unexpected 
profperity  in  Potiphar’s  houfe  •  which  has  a  tendency  to  lift  per¬ 
fons  up,  efpecially  young  ones,  whereby  commonly  they  more 
eafdy  fall  before  temptations. 

“  And  then,  the  iuperiority  of  the  perfon  that  laid  the  tempta¬ 
tion  before  him,  rendered  it  much  the  greater.  She  was  his  mif- 
trefs,  and  he  a  fervant  under  her.  And  the  manner  of  her  tempt¬ 
ing  him.  She  did  not  only  carry  herfelf  fo  to  jofeph,  as  to  give 
him  caufe  to  fufpecl  that  he  might  be  admitted  to  inch  criminal 
converfe  with  her,  that  yet  might  be  accompanied  with  fome  ap- 
prehenlion,  that  poffibly  he  might  be  miflaken,  and  fo  deter  him 
from  adventuring  on  fuch  a  propofal  ;  but  lhe  diredly  propofed 

it  to  him  ;  plainly  manifefling  her  difpolition  to  it . Yea,  flic 

appeared  greatly  engaged  in  the  matter.  And  there  was  not  only 
her  defire  manifefted  to  entice  him,  but  her  authority  over  him  to 
enforce  the  temptation.  She  was  his  millrefs,  and  he  might  well 
imagine,  that  if  he  utterly  refnfed  a  compliance,  he  fliould  incur 
her  difpleafure  ;  and  die,  being  his  mailer’s  wife,  had  power  to 
do  much  to  his  difadvantage,  and  to  render  his  circumflances 
more  uncomfortable  in  the  family.  And  the  temptation  was  the 
greater,  in  that  llie  did  not  only  tempt  him  once,  but  frequently, 
day  by  day,  [Gen.  xxxix.  io.j  And  at  bit  became  more  violent 
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Glance  ot  the  falvation  of  Chrifl.  The  children  of  If- 
tael  were  laved  by  Jofeph  their  kilifmaii  and  brother, 

from 


with  him.  She  caught  him  by  His  garment,  faying,  ‘  Lie  with 
*  mef  as  in  the  verfe  of  the  text.  [Gen.  xxxix.  i 2.] 

4'  His  behaviour  was  very  remarkable  under  thefe  temptations; 
He  complied  in  no  degree,  either  to  the  grois  ad  fhe  propofed, 
or  any  thing  tending  towards  it,  or  that  fhould  in  a  leflef  degree 
be  gratifying  to  her  wicked  inclination.  And  he  perfl fed  refolute 
and  unihaken  under  her  continual  felicitations,  4  And  it  came  to 
pafs  as  fie  fpake  to  Jofeph  day  by  day,  that  he  hearkened  not 
8  unto  her,  to  lie  by  her,  or  to  be  with  her.’  He,  to  his  utmoil, 
avoided  lb  much  as  being  where  (lie  was.  And  the  motives  and 
principles  from  which  he  adieu,  manifeiled  by  his  reply  to  her  fo- 
iicitations,  are  remarkable. 


/*  He  Arils  fets  before  her,  how  injurioufly  he  fliould  ad  againil 
his  mailer,  if  he  fliould  comply  with  her  propofal  :  4  Behold  my 
mailer — hath  committed  all  that  he  hath  in  my  hand  ;  there  is 
none  greater  in  this  houfe  than  I,  neither  hath  he  kept  back 
*  any  thing  from  me,  but  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  his  wife.5  But 
he  then  proceeded  to  inform  her  of  that,  which  above  all  things, 
deterred  him  from  a  compliance,  viz.  that  it  Would  be  great  wick- 
ednefs,  and  lin  againil  God. — c  How  illall  I  do  this,  and  lin 
6  againft  God  !  ’  He  would  not  do  any  fuch  thing,  as  he  would  not 
injure  his  mailer  ;  but  that  which  influenced  more  than  all  on  this 
occaflon,  was  the  fear  of  lirining  againil  God. 

u  In  the  text  we  have  an  account  of  his  behaviour  under 
tne  lail  and  greateil  temptation  that  he  had  from  her.  This 
temptation  was  great,  as  we  are  told  it  was  at  a  time  when  there 
was  no  body  in  the  houfe,  but  he  and  his  miilrefs,  [ver.  1 1.]  there 
was  an  opportunity  to  commit  the  raff  with  the  greateil  iecrecv* 
And  at  this  time  it  leems  that  Hie  was  more  violent  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  She  ‘  caught  him  by  the  garment' — file  laid  hold  on  him, 
as  tnough  fhe  were  refolute  to  attain  her  purpofe  of  him. 

.  “  Under  thefe  circumilances  he  not  only  refufed  her,  but  fled 
from  her,  as  he  would  have  done  from  one  that  was  goino-  to  aflaf- 
linate,  or  murder  him ;  he  efcaped,  as  for  his  life.  °  He  not  only 
womd  not  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  fa  ft,  but.  neither  would  he  by  any 
laeans  be  in  the  houfe  with  her,  where  he  fliould  be  in  the  way 
)r  her  temptation.  7 

“This  behaviour  of  Jofeph  is  doubtlefs  recorded  for  the  in¬ 
trusion  of  all.  Therefore  from  the  words  I  fliall  obferve  this 
loerrine--4  It  is  our  duty,  not  only  to  avoid  thefe  things  that  are 

them f elves  finful,  but  alfo,  as  far  as  may  be,  thofe  things  that 
lead  and  expofe  to  fin.'  5 

u  Thus  did  Jofeph ;  he  not  only  refufed  actually  to  commit 
mcleannefs  with  his  miilrefs,  who  enticed  him  ;  but  refufed  .... 

0  lie  by  hor,  or  be  with  her.  And  in  the  text  we  are  told,  c  he 

^  4  fled 
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from  perifhing  by  famine  ;  as  be  that  faves  the  fouls  of 
t  ie  fpmtiial  liiael  fiom  ipiritual  famine  is  their  near  kinf- 
tnan,  and  one  that  is  not  afhamed  to  call  them  brethren. 
Jofeph  was  a  brother,  that  they  had  hated,  and  fold, 
and  as  it  were  killed  ;  for  they  had  defigncd  to  kill  him  ; 

,Ch,rift  *s  one  tiiat  we  naturally  hate,  and  by  our 
wicxed  lives,  have  fold  for  the  vain  things  of  the  world, 
and  that  we  have  fain  by  our  fins.  Jofeph  was  firR  in 
a  Rate  of  humiliation  ;  he  was  a  fervant,  as  ChriR  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  form  of  a  fervant  ;  and  then  was  cafi  into 
a  duxigeon,  as  Uhnft  defcended  into  the  grave  :  and  then 
when  ne  iOie  out  or  the  dungeon,  he  was  in  a  Rate 
oi  gie<it  exaltation,  at  the  king’s  right  hand  as  his  depu¬ 
ty,  to  reign  over  all  his  kingdom,  to  provide  food,  to 
piener\e  lire;  as  Chrift  was  exalted  at  God’s dight  hand 
to  be  a  prince  and  fa-viour  to  his  brethren,  and  received 

gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious,  and  them  that  hated 
and  had  fold  him. 

7.  After  this  there  was  a  prophecy  given  forth  of 
Chrift,  on  lome  accounts,  more  particular  than  ever 
any  had  been  before,  even  that  which  was  in  Jacob’s 
Hefting  his  fon  Judah,  this  was  more  particular  in  fhew- 
ing  of  whole  pofterity  he  was  to  be.  When  God  called 
Abraham,  it  was  revealed  that  he  was  to  be  of  AbrahamV 
pofterity.  Before  we  have  no  account  of  any  revelation 
concerning  Chrift’s  pedigree  confined  to  narrower  limits 
than  the  pofterity  of  INoah  :  after  this  it  was  confined  to 


t  lied  arid  ^ot  him  out ; 5  would  by  no  means  be  in  her  company. 
Though  it  was  no  fin  m  itfelf,  for  Jofeph  to  be  in  the  houie  where 
Itis  mi  lire  Is  was  ;  but  under  thefe  circumftances  it  would  expofe 
him  to  fin.  Jofeph  was  lenlible  he  had  naturally  a  corrupt  heart, 
that  tended  to  betray  him  to  fin  ;  and  therefore  he  would  by  no 
means  be  in  the  way  of  temptation  ;  but  with  hade  he  fled,  he 
ran  from  the  dangerous  place.  Inafmuch  as  he  was  expofed 
to  fin  in  that  houfe  where  he  was,  he  fled  out  of  it  with  as 
much  hafle  as  if  the  houfe  had  been  all  a  light  of  fire  ;  or  full 
of  enemies,  who  Rood  ready  with  drawn  fwords  to  flab  him  to 
the  very  heart.  When,  file  took  him- by  the  garment,  he  left  his 
garment  in  her  hands  :  he  had  rather  lole  his  garment  than  Ray 
a  moment,  where  lie  was  in  Rich  danger  of  lofing  his  chaRity/’ 
[Pref.  Edwards’s  PoRh.  Ser.  p.  150,.  &c,J 
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limits  ft  ill  more  narrow  ;  for  though  Abraham  had  many 

ions,  yet  it  was  to  be  revealed  that  Chrift  was  to  be  of 
Iiaac’s  pollerity.  And  then  it  was  limited  more  ftilL; 
for  when  Ifaac  had  two  foils,  it  was  revealed  that  Chrift 
was  to  be  of  Ifrael’s  pollerity.  And  now,  though  Ifrael 
had  twelve  foils,  yet  it  is  revealed  that  Chrift  was  to  be  of 
Judah’s  pofterity :  Chriit  is  4  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,’ 
Refpect  is  chiefly  had  to  his  great  adts,  when  it  is  laid, 
[Gen.  xlix.  8,  9.]  4  Judah,  thou  art  he  whom  thy  brethren 
4  fhall  praife  ;  thine  hand  fliall  be  in  the  neck  of  thine 
‘Enemies  ;  thy  father’s  children  fliall  bow  down  before 
<  thee.  Judah  is  a  lion's  whelp;  from  the  prey,  my 
4  Ion,  thou  art  gone  up  :  lie  Looped  down,  lie  couched 
as  a  lion,  and  as  an  old  lion  ;  who  fhall  roufe  him 
up  r’  and  then  this  prediction  is  more  particularly,  con¬ 
cerning  the  time  of  Chrift’s  coming,  [verfe  10.]  4  The 
*  fceptre  fhall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver 
from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come  ;  and  unto  him 
fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.’  The  prophecy 
here,  of  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  confequent  on  Chrift’s 
coming,  feems  to  be  more  plain  than  had  yet  been,  in 

the  expreffion,  4  to  him  fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people 
‘  be.’  (g) 

Thus 

(G)  Jacob- 5  prophecy '  of  Shiloh.]  “  This  remarkable  paffage 
(fays  Mr.  Eoplady)  is  a  link  of  that  grand  chain  of  prophecy, 
which  was  delivered,  by  the  patriarch  Jacob,  on  his  dying  bed, 
Such  are  the  faithfulnefs  and  the  condefcending  grace  of  God, 
that  he  frequently  brightens  the  laft  hours  of  his  people,  with  the 
rich  eft  dilpla)  s  ot  his  power  and  prefence  :  nor  does  any  thiny, 
fliort  of  heaven  itfelf,  afford  a  nobler  fight,  than  that  of  a  be¬ 
liever  Landing  on  the  verge  of  eternity,  filled  with  the  faith  which 
calls  out  fear,  happy  in  the  affured  poifefTion  of  grace,  and  long¬ 
ing  for  the  completion  of  that  grace  in  glory. 

For  we  find  him  [chap,  xlviii.  21.]  fpeaking  of  his  own  ap¬ 
proaching  death,  with  as  much  eale  and  complacency,  as  if  he 
was  only  Jetting  out  on  a  journey  of  pleafure  :  4  Ifrael  faid  unto 
y  joleph,  Behold,  I  die.’  He  perceived  the  fymptoms  of  advan¬ 
cing  diflolution:  and  the  profpecl  conduced,'  not  to  alarm  his 
iears,  not  to  rivetdiim  clofer  to  the  world  ;  but  operated  like  the 
mining  ot  the  lun,  or  the  breathings  of  zephyr,  on  a  dower. 

■  e*Panded  his  hope  ;  enlarged  his  defire  for  heaven  \  and  dif- 
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Thus  you  fee  how  that  gofpel-Iight  which  dawned  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  fall  of  man,  gradually  increafed. 

.  '  8.  The 

fafed  the  fragrance  of  his  faith,  on  all  within  the  fp  he  re  of  his 

As  greatly  as  this  eminent  faint  longed  to  be  diflolved,  and 
jo  be  with  Chriil $  he  would  not  die,  until  he  had  taken  a  folemn 
leaJe  ot  hls  family,  by  blefling  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 


jjiaue:  i.  c.  my  nme  man 
be  the  molt  conipicuous  and  diftinguifhed,  on  various  accounts. 

11  riclL  portion  of  Canaan,  which  lhail  fall  to  thy  defeendents  and. 
to  thole  of  Benjamin,  the  city  of  [erufalem  fliall  be  built,  and  the 
temple  of  God  lliall  hand.  But  chiefly  ihalt  thou  be  celebrated, 
3s  the  progenitor  of  that  fpotlefs  mother,  from  whom  the  Son  of 
God  fliall  derive  his  inferior  nature  :  and,  within  the  near  neigh- 
bom  hood  or  thy  territory,  fliall  he  fuffer  and  expire,  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  people. 

“  But  the  moll  valuable  part  of  the  prophecy  is  that  which  re¬ 
lates  to  the  incarnation  of  Jelus  Chriil  :  4  The  feeptre  fliall  not 
4  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feet,  until 

Shiloh  came  ;  and  to  him  lliall  the  gathering  ol  the  people  be.’ 

“  Of  all  regal  ornaments,  the  feeptre  is  laid  to  be  the  moil  an¬ 
cient.  And,  probably,  its  origin  was  extremely  ftmple.  It  leems 
to  have  taken  its  rile  from  the  crook,  wielded,  in  earlie.il  times, 
by  the  haritilefs  hand  ol  a  fhepherd.  The  Greek  word 
(from  whence  the  Latin  Iceptrum,  and  the  Englilh  feeptre,)  pro¬ 
perly  denotes  a  flaff,  or  wand,  of  fufficient  length  for  a  perfon  to 
lean  upon  :  and  the  Hebrew  [tanra]  is  in  Aridlnefs,  a  Aaff  made  of 
a  fhoot  or  fliait  bpugh  ol.  a  tree.  Such  as  were  the  Haves  of  the 
primitive  fliepherds  and  herdfmen. 

4i  By  that  feeptre,  which,  for  a  given  time,  was  not  to  depart 
from  Judah,  is  undoubtedly  meant,  the  adminiftration  of  tempo¬ 
ral  powpr .  Hence  the  Septuagint  render  the  paflage,  A  iupreme 
governor  lliall  not  fail  out  of  Judah ;  ,  .  .  .  till  the  Me  in  am  s  ad¬ 
vent.  The  words,  feeptre,  and  lawgiver,  are,  here,  explicatory 
of  each  other  :  and  mutual ly  denote,  a  feries  of  native  governors, 
whofliould  rule  the  Jewifh  nation  according  to  its  own  law.  And 
theienfe  of  the  whole  is,  that  Judah  fhonld  continue  a  diflindl  tribe 
by  itfelf ;  and  that  its  civil  jurifdiftion  fhould,  under  fome  form  or 
other,  and  with  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  authority,  remain  in 
Jewifn  hands,  till  the  incarnation  of  God  the  Son:  .... 

44  On  this  illullrioiis  prophecy,  uttered  almofl  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chriil,  prop  bane  hillory  may  be 
confldered  as  the  bell  commentary.  We  there  And,  that  the  feep¬ 
tre  did  (not  actually  depart,  but)  begin  to  depart  from  Judah,  or 
verre  towards  a  departure,  within  little  more  than  half  a  century 

prior 
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8.  The  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  in  this 
period,  in  God’s  wonderfully  preferving  the  children  of 

Ifrae] 


prior  to  our  Lord's  nativity,  when  Jerufalem  was  befieged  and  ta¬ 
ken  by  Pompey ;  and  Ariftobuius  II.  then  king  of  Judea,  was 
lent  prifoner  to  Rome. 

44  As  the  manifeftation  of  God  in  human  flefh  drew  nearer,  the 
fymptoms  of  the  departing  fceptre  grew  Hill  more  viftble.  The 
focceftive  expeditions  of  Gabinius,  of  Craftus,  and  of  Caflius, 
again  it  this  devoted  people,  contributed  to  prepare  the  way  for 
the  fulfilment  of  Jacob’s  prediction  ;  and,  in  faff,  proclaimed, 
that  Shiloh  would  foon  appear. 

44  The  fceptre,  however,  was  not,  hitherto,  departed  from  Ju¬ 
dah  :  their  civil  power  and  independency,  though  checked,  were 
not  extinguished.  They  were  Hill  governed  by  magiftrates  of 
their  own  ;  and  were  even  treated,  on  various  occafions,  not  as 
dependents,  but  as  friends  and  allies  of  the  Roman  Hate, 

44  A  few  years  lower,  when  Herod  (flatteringly  furnamed,  the 
great,)  a  native  of  Edom,  was  appointed  Tetrarch,  and  (foon 
alter  King)  of  Judea,  chiefly  by  his  interefl  with  Mark  Antony  ; 
the  prophecy  drew  nearer  to  its  accomplifliment.  But  though  the 
throne  was  now,  for  the  firft  time,  filled  by  a  foreigner  ;  Hill,  that 
foreigner  was  a  profeflor  of  Judaifm.  Herod  revered,  or  at  leaH 
affedted  to  revere,  the  Mofaic  inHitutions  ;  and  even  rebuilt  [or 
gather  repaired]  the  temple,  at  a  vail  expence.  The  fubordinate 
ma  gift  racy,  alio,  coniifted  of  Jews  :  as  did  the  fanhedrim,  which 
was  their  higheft  court  of  judicature.  The  fceptre,  therefore, 
though  departing  faff,  was  not  entirely  gone  from  Judah,  ere 
Shiloh  came.  Thrift  was  born,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  Herod’s 
reign  ;  e.  while  the  political  and  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of 
Judea  were  fubfrfting.  Lie  rod,  indeed,  was  in  fome  fenfe  tribu* 
tary  to  the  Roman  empire  :  but  the  Jews  themfelves  were,  for  the 
mo  ft  part,  in  full  pofleftion  of  their  civil  and  religious  rights, 

44  When  our  blefted  Saviour  was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  the 
fceptre  totally  departed  from  Judah.  For,  Iierod  (who  died 
while  our  Lord  was  yet  an  infant)  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ar- 
chelaiis  ;  which  Archelaiis,  after  reigning  about  ten  years,  was 
depofed  and  banifhed  by  the  emperor  Auguftus.  From  thence¬ 
forward,  the  tribe  of  Judah,  which  had  fo  long  been  diftinguiflied 
by  its  dignity  and  pre-eminence,  wras  reduced  to  a  Roman  pro¬ 
vince,  and  became  an  appendage  to  the  empire.  Quirinius,  pre- 
tea  of  Syria,  was  commiffioned  to  take  pofteftion  of  the  country 
in  the  emperor’s  name  ;  and  Coponius,  a  Roman  knight,  was  fent 
to  prefide  over  it,  as  lieutenant  governor, 

rillls  dld  the  fceptre,  at  length,  depart  from  Judah,  and  a 
lawgiver  from  between  his  feet.  Auguftus  drove  the  nail  to  the 
head  ;  and  I  itus  clenched  it,  within  forty  years  after  our  Lord’s 
crucifixion  ;  when  the  city  and  temple  were  utterly  deftroyed,  and 

thofe 


UrscI  m  Egypt.  when  the  power  of  Egypt  was  cnga« 
'utterly  to  deftroy  them.  They  feemed  'to  be  wholly^ 


lolly  in 
the 


?K>*e  OI  the  Jews’  whoefcaped  immediate  death,  were,  fold  for 
daves  into  every  part  of  the  known  world. 

7  A13  £5rt.a‘n’,  therefore>  that  the  promiled  Shiloh  is  come: 
^a.id  Jelns  Chip  the  righteous,  m  whole  childhood  the  fceptre  de- 

f  it  h  m  u°thftheuS0n  t;  moft  hiSh  God>  and  like  wife  the 

u ,  Meffiah,  ot  whqm  Moles  in  the  law,  and  the  prophets,  did 

“  /Srhllfh  f n  ■  f  a7  bf  rendered  the  Son ;  alfo  the  Saviour  • 

liKcwnc,  toe  peaceable,  and  the  profperous  one.  The  Septuagint 
tranilates,  or  rather  paraphrales  it,  by,  ♦  He  for  whom  fall]  things 

*  are  laid  up,  or  kept  in  ftore.’  In  his  adorable  perfon,  and  moll 
\\  onderhif  offices  and  tranfadions,  Jefus  exhaufts  everyone  of 
thoie  Bonifications.  He  is,  the  Son  of  God;  the  only  Saviour, 
tne ;  peace-maker  between  God  and  men.  He  profpcred  and  pre- 
vaiko,  to  tne  uttermoft,  in  the  whole  and  in  every  branch  of  hi* 
mediatorial  undertaking.  And,  for  him,  all  things  are  referved. 

u  To  him  fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.  It  is  plain, 
,rom  this  ci aide  of  the  text  before  ns,  that  redemption  bv  Chrift 
r.3  not  a  random  and  precarious  thing,  .  .  .  He  was  born,  and  fired 
Pis  blood,  4  for  a  peculiar  people,  whom  his  own  fandtifyino-  o-race 
‘  wf t0  make  salons  of  good  works ;  [Tit.  ii.  14.]  atid  that  he 
might  4  gather  together  into  one  glorified  company,  all  the  chil- 

1  dren  or  God  that  were  fcattered  abroad.’  Holinxi.  C2.I _ - 

[Golpel  Mag.  Dec.  1776.]  "  "  J 

The  latter  mignt  be  rendered,  with  a  flight  variation,  *  until 

*  Shiloh  come,  and  the  people  be  gathered  unto  him,*  which  (fill 
more  exaBly  correfponded  with  the  event ;  for  great  multitudes, 
both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  were  adfually  gathered  to  Chriff,  be¬ 
fore  the  feeptr t  totally  departed,  by  the  deflrudtion  of  the  Jewifl* 
Hate  ;  and  this  indeed  our  Lord  himfelf  predicted.  [Matt",  xxiv, 

HO 

But  it  fliould  not  be  concealed,  that  a  learned  Jew  of  the  pre- 
fent  age  (Mr.  Levi)  has  offered  another  translation  of  part  of 
this  verfe,  which,  if  admitted,  would  overturn  the  whole  of  this 
expofition,  and  turn  the  tables  on  us  completely  :  4  The  feeptre 
4  fhall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  the  lawgiver  from  between  his 
4  feet /hr  [*D  rp]  becaufe  Shiloh  [/.<?.  Meffiah]  fhall  come/ 
vSV.  And  in  fupport  of  this  tranflation  he  adds,  44  I  fhall  Juft 
mention,  that  according  to  the  common  tranflation,  which  all  the 
Chriftian  writers  feem  to  have  adopted,  the  adverb  (>3)  becaufe , 
Hands  for  a  cypher  in  the  text,  as  no  word  is  given  for  it :  and 
which,  I  think,  is  a  demonftration  of  the  truth  of  my  expofition, 
and  the  faliity  of  the  common  tranflation  ;  whether  delignedly  or 
not,  is  not  now  before  me.”  But  luppofe  for  a  moment  that  his 
interpretation  were  the  Chriftian  one,  and  favourable  to  our 

capfe3 


and  were  fubject  to  the  power  of  Pharaoh,  who  let  him- 
ielf  to  weaken  them  by  hard  bondage.  And  when  he 
law  that  did  not  do,  he  fet  himfelf  to  extirpate  the  race 
ot  them,  by  commanding  that  every  male  child  fhould  be 
drowned.  But  after  all  that  Pharaoh  could  do,  God 
wonderfully  preferved  them  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  in- 
creafed  them  e:  ceedirigly.;  fo  that  inftead  of  being  extir¬ 
pated,  they  greatly  multiplied. 

9.  Here  is  to  be  obferved,  not  only  the  prefervation 
cf  the  nation,  but  God’s  wonderfully  preferving  and  up¬ 
holding  his  invihble  church  in  that  nation,  when  in 
danger  of  being  overwhelmed  in  the  idolatry  of  Egypt. 
The  children  of  Ifraei  being  long  among  the  Egyptians, 

Carrie,  would  he  not  have  faid,  c  What  a  grofs  combination  is  here 
*  of  ignorance,  prevarication,  and  falfehood  ?’  At  leaf!  he  might 
have  laid  fo  with  more  appearance  of  reafon  than  the  cenfure  he 
has  above  inlinuated ;  for  in  printing  the  Hebrew  text  he  has  art- 
iuiiy  divided  the  words,  or  rather  word,  in  difpute,  not  only  bv 
omitting  the  makkapb  [a  kind  of  hyphen]  but  by  inferring  ieve- 
ral  lines  ot  Engliln  between.  But  to  this  evaiion  we  reply, 

i-  Though  the  adverb  [nr]  fometimes  lignifies  for  ever,  yet 
it  doth  not,  when  joined  with  the  particle  [A]  as  An  the  text. 
Compare  Gen.  xxvi.  13. — xli.  49.- — II.  Sam.  xxiii.  10. — dl.Chron. 
xxvi.  i£.  All  which  are  omitted  in  Levi’s  dictionary.  [See  Tay¬ 
lor’s  Concordance  in  nr  p.  65.]  Some,  indeed,  (as  pJ  Bechari) 
pretend  that  the  accent  jethib  ieparates  the  words,  and  makes  a, 
paufe  upon  the  former;  “  But  mis  they  can  give  no  inilance  of, 
efpecially  when  it  hath  athnac  immediately  preceding  it  as  in  this 
place.  [Owen’s  Exercit.  on  the  Heb.  Vol.  i.  p.  149.  and  Pali 
Syn.  in  loc.  To  which  may  be  added,  that  the  adverb  [nr]  does 
not  iigmfy  for  ever,  abfolutely  put  without  fome  antecedent 
noun  or  particle.  [Gill  in  loc.] 

.  2*  ^ve  Eave  on  our  hde  the  three  Targums  and  the  moll  an¬ 
cient  and  learned  rabbies.  So  the  Chaldee  paraphrafe  faith,  ‘  He 


u n t  1  l  Meffiah  come.’  The  other  Targum,  D.  Kimchi,  Aben 
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anJ  being  Servants  under  them,  and  fo  not  having  thft 
a  vantage  of  keeping  God  s  ordinances  among  themfelves* 
or  maintaining  any  public  worfnip  or  inftruftion,  whereby 
the  true  religion  might  be  upheld  ;  and  there  being  now 
no  written  word  of  God,  they,  by  degrees,  in  a  great 
meaiure  loft  the  true  religion,  and  borrowed  the  idolatry 
ot  Egypt ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  people  fell  away  to 

the  worfhip  of  their  gods.  [See  Ezek.  xx.  6,  8.— 
xxiii.  8.] 

This  now  was  the  third  time  that  God’s  church  was 
fclmofl  fwallowed  up  and  carried  away  with  the  wickeds 
n.eis  of  the  world  ;  once  before  the  flood  5  a  fecond  time 
before  the  calling  of  Abraham  ;  and  now,  in  Egypt, 
Hut  yet  God  did  not  fuffer  his  church  to  be  quite  over¬ 
whelmed  ;  he  if  ill  faved  it,  like  the  ark  in  the  Hood,  and 
as  he  faved  Mofes  in  the  midft  of  the  waters,  in  an  ark  of 
bulrufhes,  where  he  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being 
fwallowed  Up*  The  true  religion  was  hill  kept  up  with 
gome  ;  and  God  had  hill  a  people  among  them,  even  in 
this  miferable,  corrupt,  and  dark  time.  The  parents  of 
Mofes  were  true  fervants  of  God,  [Heb.  xi.  23.]  4  By 
faith  Moles,  when  he  was  born,  was  hid  three  months 
of  Ins  parents,  becaule  they  faw  that  he  was  a  proper 

‘  duld,  and  they  were  not  afraid  of  the  king’s  command- 
*  ment. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  third  part  of  the  Old 
Teflament  period  ;  and  have  fhown  how  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  from  the  calling  of  Abraham 
to  Mofes  ;  in  which  we  have  feen  many  great  things 
done  towards  this  work,  and  a  great  advancement  of  this 
building,  beyond  what  had  been  before. 

§  IV.  From  Moses  to  David. 

^  ♦ 

1  , 

1  PROCEED  to  the  fourth  period,  which  reaches 
from  Mofes  to  David. — To  fhow  how  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  through  this  alfo; 

The  fir  ft  thing  that  offers  itfelf  to  be  confidered  is  the 
Redemption  of  the  church  of  God  out  of  Egypt ;  the  moil 

remar** 
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remarkable  of  all  the  Old  Teflament  deliverances,  and 
that  which  was  the  greatefl  pledge  and  type  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  redemption  of  Chrifl  ;  and  is  much  more  infilled 
on  in  fcripture  than  any  other.  This  was  by  Jefus  Chrifl, 
who  appeared  to  Mofes  in  the  bufh  ;  fent  him  to  redeem 
that  people  ;  as  is  evident,  becaufe  he  is  called  the  angel 
of  the  Lord;  [Exod.  iii.  2,  3.]  The  bufh  reprefented  the 
human  nature  of  Chrifl,  who  is  called  the  branch.  This 
bufh  grew  on  mount  Sinai  or  Horeb,  (u)  which  lafl  name 
fignifies  a  dry  place,  as  the  human  nature  of  Chrifl  was 
a  (  root  out  of  dry  ground/  The  bufh  burning  with  fire 
reprefented  the  fufFerings  of  Chrifl,  in  the  fire  of  God’s 
wrath.  ( 1 )  It  burned,  and  was  not  confumed  ;  fo 
Chrifl,  though  he  fuffered  extremely,  yet  perifhed  not ; 
but  overcame  at  lafl,  and  rofe  from  his  fufFerings.  Be- 
cauie  this  great  myflery  of  the  incarnation  and  fufFerings 
of  Chrifl  was  here  reprefented,  therefore  Mofes  fays,  6  I 
‘  will  turn  afide,  and  behold  this  great  fight.’  A  great 
fight  he  might  well  call  it,  when  there  was  reprefented, 

God  manifefl  in  the  flefh,  fufFering  a  dreadful  death,  and 
riling  from  the  dead. 

It  was  this  glorious  perfon  that  redeemed  Ilrael  out  of 
Egypt  from  under  the  hand  of  Pharaoh;  as  afterward,  by 
his  death  and  fufFerings,  he  redeemed  his  cleft  from  Satan, 


(h)  Horeb  or  Sinai.']  “  Horeb  is  a  mountain  in  Arabia  Pe- 
trcea,  at  io  fmall  a  diflance  from  mount  Sinai,  that  they  feem  to 
..e  no  mc/e  than  two  tops  belonging  "to  the  f  ame  mountain.  Sinai 
lies  to  the  eail,  and  Horeb  to  the  well ;  but  we  find  them  fre¬ 
quently  m  fcripture  ufed  prom ifcuoufly.”  [Stackhouse’s  Hill, 
ot  the  Bible,  Vol.  I.  bk.  iii.  ch.  cj.  note.] 

(  1  )  The  burning  bujh  typified  C brfi’s  sufferings.]  T hat 
io  met  rung  typical  was  intended  by  this  viiion,  we  have  no  doubt  * 
but  rather  apprehend  that  the  then  hate  of  the  Jewiflr  church  was 
the  objeft  intended;  fo  the  Heb.  doftors,  “  God  dwelt”  (fays 
K.  Eliezer) }  “  in  the  bramble  bufh,  and  the  bramble  bufh  was 

T  e:  ,gni^ediI  a1ffliaion  and  anguifli,  and  all  thorns  and  briars. 
And  why  dwelt  he  in  the  midft  of  affliftion  and  anguifli?  but 

n  vm-  fT  Lf-oel  m  2reat  afflia*on>  he  alfo  dwelt  with  them 
in  the  midft  of  affliftion,  to  confirm  that  which  is  laid  in  Ifa.  Ixiii. 

?r\  j  a  their  affllddons  he  was  afflifted,”  [See  Jhfiworth  in 
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i-be  ipiritual  Pharaoh. —  I  hofe,  he  delivered  them  from 
haid  let  vise  and  cruel  drudgery  ;  thefe,  from  the  cruel 
llaverv  of  hn  and  Satan, —  1  hole  he  redeemed  from  the 
iron  furnace  ;  thefe  from  everlafling  burnings. — Thofe  he 
redeemed  with  a  flrong  hand  and  out-ftretched  arm,  and 
great  and  terrible  judgements  on  their  enemies  ;  thefe 
with  mighty  grace  triumphing  over  principalities,  and 
powers,  and  executing  terrible  judgements  on  their  ene¬ 
mies.  1  hole  he  faved  when  others  were  deflroyed,  by 
the  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  the  pafchal  lamb  ;  thefe 
from  death  and  hell  by  the  fprinkling  of  his  own  blood, 
Thofe  he  brought  forth  forely  againfl  the  will  of  the 
Egyptians,  when  they  could  not  bear  to  let  them  go  ; 
thefe  he  refeues  out  of  the  hands  of  the  devil,  when  his 
proud  heart  cannot  bear  to  be  overcome. 

In  that  redemption,  Chrift  did  not  only  deliver  the 
people  from  the  Egyptians,  but  he  redeemed  them  from 
the  devils,  their  gods  ;  for  before,  they  had  been  in  a 
ftate  of  fervitude  to  the  gods  of  Egypt,  as  well  as  to  the 
Egyptians.  And  Chrifc,  the  feed  of  the  woman,  did 
now,  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  fulfil  the  curfe  on 
the  ferpent,  in  bruifing  his  head  :  [Exod.  xii.  12.]  4  For 
14  I  will  pafs  through  the  land  of  Egypt  this  night,  and 

*  will  finite  all  the  firfl-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt, 
14  both  man  and  beaft,  and  againfl  all  the  gods  of  Egypt 
14  will  I  execute  judgement,5  Hell  was  as  much,  and 
more,  engaged  in  that  affair,  than  Egypt  was.  The 
pride  and  cruelty  ot  Satan,  that  old  ferpent,  was  more, 
concerned  in  it  than  Pharaoh’s.  Pie  did  his  world 
againd:  the  people,  and  to  his  utmoft  oppofed  their  re¬ 
demption.  But  it  is  faid  that  when  God  redeemed  his  peo¬ 
ple  out  of  Egypt,  he  broke  the  heads  of  the  dragons  in  the 
waters,  and  broke  the  head  of  leviathan  in  pieces,  and 
gave  him  to  be  meat  for  the  people  inhabiting  the  wilder- 
nefs,  [PfaL  Ixxiv.  12. — 14.]  God  forced  their  enemies 
to  let  them  go,  that  they  might  ferve  him  ;  as  alfo  Zacha- 
rias  obferves  with  refpecl  to  the  church  under  the  gofpeh 
[Luk?  i.  74,  75.] 
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The  people  of  Ifrael  went  out  with  an  high  hand,  and 
tTh  rift  went  before  them  in  a  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  (k) 
There  was  a  glorious  triumph  over  earth  and  hell  in  that 
deliverance.  And  when  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft,  and  Satan 
by  them,  purfued  the  people,  Chrift  overthrew  them  in 
the  Red  fea  ;  ‘  the  Lord  triumphed  glorioufty  ;  the  liorfe 
‘  and  his  rider  he  caft  into  the  fea,' and  there  they  flept  their 
laft  deep,  and  never  followed  the  children  of  Ifrael  any 
more;  as  all  ChrifVs  enemies  are  overthrown  in  his  bloody 

(k)  The  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire *]  There  is  no  doubt  but  the 
grand  defign  of  this  phenomenon  was  to  be  a  guide  to  the  camp 
of  Ifrael  in  their  journies  both  by  night  and  day ;  it  was  alfo  a 
fliade  from  the  burning  fun  beams,  in  the  defart  they  were  to  pafs  ; 
and  the  vehicle  of  the  divine  prefence  the  Shoe  hi  nab  from  which  ora¬ 
cles  were  delivered.  A  fancy,  but  moderately  lively,  will  recoi¬ 
led!  a  multitude  of  objects  of  which,  if  this  might  be  typical, 
Chrift  himiell,  the  holy  feriptures,  but  above  all  the  myfteries  of 
divine  Providence,  are  therein  beautifully  reprefented.  Was  it  al¬ 
ternately  luminous  and  opaque  ?  fo  are  the  providences  of  God, 
at  one  time  bright  and  promifing  ;  at  another  dark  and  inferuta- 
ble.  Was  it  dark  to  the  purfuing  Egyptians  while  it  illumined 
the  fleeing  Ilraelites  ?  So  often  has  the  lame  event  that  has  brought 
ialvation  and  glory  to  God’s  people,  been  confufion  and  deftruc- 
tion  to  their  enemies.  Was  tins  cloud  the  guide  of  Ifrael  through 
all  their  pilgrimage  in  the  defert  ?  Thus  doth  God  lead  his  peo¬ 
ple  through  all  the  vicillitudes  of  this  mortal  life',  And  every 
providence,  whether  light  or  dark,  whether  profperous  or  ad- 
verfe,  will  infallibly  forward  his  people  to  the  heavenly  Canaan. 
But  above  all  be  it  remembered  that  God  was  in  the  cloud ;  yes, 
.oeliever,  and  in  thy  every  trial,  as  well  as  comfoit,  may  God 
be  found.  He  inhabits  and  direCts  all  the  clouds  that  attend  this 
way  ;  and  though,  like  Ifrael,  ye  may  be\  baptifed  in  the  cloud 
or  in  the  lea,  ye  liiall  not  be  overwhelmed. 

“  Ye  fearful  faints  frefli  courage  take  * 

The  clouds  ye  fo  much  dread, 

Are  big  with  mercy,  and  fhall  break 

In  ble  flings  on  your  heads. [Cooper,  J 
Some  learned  men  have  conjectured  that  this  appearance  was 
not  altogether  new;  but  that  the  fame  Shechinah  had  guided  Abra^ 
Barn  [and  doubtlefs  then,  others,]  in  his  travels  to  the  promifed 
Lnft  and  had  directed  him  to  Mount  Moriah  ;  that  this  appearance 
Satisfied  Ifaac,  as  well  as  Abraham,  of  the  divine  will ;  and  that 
there!  rom,  the  angel  of  the  covenant  who  inhabited  it,  called  to 
1 1  ;ii'  1  is  certainly  no  more  than  a  conjecture,  but  it  is 
*■*  ^ tine  that  will  account  for  many  difficulties,  and  feems  no 
way  inconfiftent  with  revelation,  [See  Bibliofh.  Biblica,  Vol.  i.] 
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"  'ich  ^ts  abundant  fufficiency,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the 
l ufterings  with  which  it  was  ihed,  may  well  be  reprefented 
by  a  fea.  The  Red  Sea  might  reprefent  Ch rift’s  blood,  as 
is  evident,  becaufe  the  apoftle  compares  the  children  of 
Tirael’s  paffage  through  it,  to  baptifm,  [I.  Cor.  x.  i,  2. 1 

and  we  know  that  the  water  of  baptilm  reprefents  the 
blood  of  Chrift. 

I  bus  Chrift,  the  angel  of  God’s  prefence,  in  his  love 
and  in  his  pity,  redeemed  his  people, 'and  carried  them  in 
the  days  ot  old  as  an  eagle’s  wings,  fo  that  none  of  their 
proud  and  malicious  enemies  could  touch  them. 

This  was  another  new  thing  that  God  did  towards  this 
gteat  wovk  of  redemption.  God  never  had  done  any 
thing  like  it  before, ^Deut.  iv.  32—34.]  This  was  the 
greateft:  advancement  of  the  work  of  redemption,  that  had 
been  begun  and  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  ;  a  great 
ftep  taken  in  divine  providence  towards  a  preparation 
foi  Chrift  s  coming  into  the  world,  and  working  out  his 
great  and  eternal  redemption  :  for  this  w-as  the  people  of 
whom  Chrift  was  to  come.  And  now  we  may  fee  how 
that  plant  flouriihed  that  God  had  planted  in  Abraham. 
I  hough  the  family  of  which  Chrift  was  to  come,  had 
been  in  a  degree  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  world 
before,  in  the  calling  of  Abraham,  yet  that  feparation 
appealed  not  to  be  fufficient.  For  though  by  that  they 
were  kept  as  ft  rangers  and  fojourners,  and  from  being 
united  with  other  people  in  the  fame  political  focieties* 
yet  they  remained  mixed  among  them,  by  which  means, 
as  it  had  proved,  they  Were  in  danger  of  wholly  lofmg 
tn^  due  lehgion,  anc:  of  being  over-run  with  the  idolatry 
of  their  neighbours.  God  now,  therefore,  by  his  redemp¬ 
tion,  kpaiatcd  them  as  a  nation  from  all  other  nations, 
to  fubfift  by  themfelves  in  their  own  political  and  ecclefiaf- 
ttcal  u.'uv,  without  having  any  concern  with  the  heathen 
nations,  that  they  might  fo  be  kept  feparate  till  Chrift 
thouid  come.  ;  and  io  that  tne  church  of  Chrift  might 
he  upheld,  and  might  keep  the  oracles  of  God,  till  that 
time  ;  that  in  them  might  be  exhibited  tbofe  types  and 
prophecies  ot  Chrift,  and  thole  hiftori.es,  and  other  divine 
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iuftru&ions,  that  were  neceflary  to  prepare  the  wav  for 
Chrift’s  coming. 


2.  As  this  people  were  feparated  to  be  God’s  peculiar 
people,  lo  all  other  people  upon  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth  were  wholly  rejected  and  given  over  to  he  a  then  i  fin, 
I  his,  { o  far  as  the  providence  of  God  was  concerned  in  it, 
belongs  to  the  great  affair  we  are  now  upon,  and  was  one 
thing  that  God  ordered  in  his  providence  to  prepare  the 
way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  and  the  great  falvation  he 
was  to  accoinplifh  :  it  was  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
more  glorious  and  iignal  victory  and  triumph  of  Chrift*s 
power  and  grace  over  the  wicked  and  miferable  world, 
and  that  Chrift’s  falvation  of  the  world  of  mankind  might 
become  the  more  fenfible.  This  is  the  account  the  fcrip- 

JL 

ture  itfelf  gives  us  of  the  matter,  Rom.  xi.  30 — 32. 
1  he  apoflle  there  fpeaking  to  the  Gentiles  that  had  for¬ 
merly  been  heathens,  fays,  4  As  ye  in  times  pah:  have 
not  believed  God,  yet  have  now  obtained  mercy  through 
4  their  unbelief;  even  lo  have  thefe  alio  now  not  believed, 
that  through  your  mercy  they  may  alio  obtain  mercy. 

‘  For  God  hath  concluded  them  all  in  unbelief  that  he 
might  have  mercy  upon  all.’  L  c.  It  was  the  will  of 
God,  that  the  whole  world,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  fhould 
be  concluded  in  vifible  and  profelfed  unbelief,  that  fo 
God  s  mercy  and  Chrift’s  falvation  towards  them  all 


might  be  vifible  and  fenfible.  For  the  apoflle  is  not  fpeak¬ 
ing  only  of  that  unbelief  which  is  natural  to  all  God’s 
profeffing  people  as  well  as  others,  but  of  that  which  is 
apparent  and  vifible  ;  fuch  as  the  Jews  feli  into,  when 
they  openly  rejected  Chrift.  1  he  apoflle  obferves,  liow 
that  fir  ft  the  Gentile  nations  were  included  in  a  profelfed 
unbelief  and  open  oppofition  to  the  true  religion,  before 
Chi  in  came,  to  prepare  the  wav  for  the  calling  of  the 
jeutiies,  which  was  foon  after,  that  God^s  mercy  might 
be  the  more  confpicuous  to  them;  and  that  the  Jews  were 
rejected  from  the  vifible  church,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
calling  of  the  Jews,  which  fhall  be  in  the  latter  days  : 
io  that  it  may  be  feen  of  all  nations,  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
Tiut  tuey  arc  evidently  redeemed  by  Chrift,  from  their  being' 
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yifibly  aliens  from'  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  without 
nope,  and  without  God  in  the  world. 

.  We  cannot  with  certainty  precifely  determine  at  what 
time  the  apoftafy  of  the  Gentile  nations  became  univerfal. 
It  was  a  gradual  thing,  as  we  have  already  obferved.  It  was 
general  m  Abraham’s  time,  but  not  univerfal :  for  then  we 
find  Mclchizcdec,  one  of  the  kings  of  Canaan,  was  prieft 
of  the  molt  high  God.  [See  note  (y)  p.  138.]  And  after 
this  the  true  religion  was  kept  up  for  a  while  among  fome 
of  the  reft  of  .Abraham’s  pofterity,  befides  the  family  6f 
Jacob  and  alio  in  fome  of  the  pofterity  of  Nahor,  of  which 
we  have  inftances  in  Job,  his  three  friends,  and  Elihu.  The 
land  of  Uz,  where  Job  lived,  was  a  land  poffeffed  by  the 
pofterity  of  Uz,  or  Huz  the  fan  of  Nahor,  Abraham’s  bro- 
ther,  of  whom  we  read,  [Gen.  xxii.  21.]  Bildad  the  Shu- 
hite  was  of  the  offspring  of  Slniah,  Abraham’s  fon  by  Ke- 
turah,  (Gen.  xxv.  1,2.]  and  Elihu  the  Buzite,  was  of 
Buz,  the  fon  of  Nahor,  the  brother  of  Abraham.  So  the 
true  religion  lafted  among  fome  other  people,  befides  the 
Ifiaehtes,  lome  time  alter  Abraham,  but  not  long  :  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  time  of  their  rejection,  and  being 
given  up  to  idolatry,  was  about  the  time  when  God  fepara- 
ted  the  children  of  Ifrael  from  Egypt  to  ferve  him  ;  for 
they  are  often  put  in  mind  on  that  occafion,  that  God 
had  now  Separated  them  to  be  his  peculiar  people  ;  or  to 
be  diftinguilhed  from  all  Other  people  upon  earth,  to  be 
his  people  alone  ;  to  be  Ills  portion,  when  others  were 
rejected.  This  feems  to  imply  that  God  now  chofe  them 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  his  vifible  choice  of  them  was 
accompanied  with  a  \iiiole  rejection  of  all  other  nations 
iii  tne  world  ;  tliat  God  came,  and  took  up  his  refidence 
with  them,  as  it  were,  forfaking  all  other  nations. 

Anc!  as  the  firft  calling  of  the  Gentiles  after  Chriff 
came,  Was  accompanied  with  a  rejection  of  the  Jews  ;  fo 
fhefuft  calling  of  tlie  Jews  to  be  God’s  people,  when  they 
were  called  out  of  Egypt,  was  accompanied  with  a  re¬ 
jection  of  the  Gentiles. 

Thus  all  the  nations  throughout  the  whole  world,  ex¬ 
cept  toe  Ilraelites,  and  thole  tliat  embodied  themfclves 
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with-  them,  were  left  to  idolatry ;  and  fo  continued  a 
great  many  ages,  even  from  this  time  till  Chrift  came, 
which  was  about  fifteen  hundred  years.  They  were  con¬ 
cluded  fo  long  a  time  in  unbelief,  that  they  might  be 
a  thorough  proof  of  the  neceffity  of  a  faviour  ;  that  it- 
might  evidently  appear  by  fo  long  a  trial,  that  mankind 
were  utterly  infufficient  to  deliver  themfelves  from  that 
grofs  darknefs  and  mifery,  and  fubjeftion  to  the  devil, ' 
that  they  had  fallen  under  ;  that  it  might  appear  that  all 
the  wifdom  of  the  philofophers,  and  the  fages  that  the> 
heathen  had  among  them,  could  not  deliver  them  from 
their  darknefs,  for  the  greater  glory  to  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
when  he  came,  enlightened  and  delivered  them  by  his 
glorious  gofpel.  Herein  the  wonderful  wifdom  of  God 
appeared,  in  thus  preparing  the  way  for  Chrift’s  redemp¬ 
tion.  This  the  feripture  teaches  us,  [as  in  I.  Cor, 
i.  21.]  ‘  For  after  that,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world 
‘  by. wifdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the  fool- 
‘  ifhnefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  believe.’ 

3.  The  next  thing  done  towards  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  is  God’s  giving  the  moral  law  in  fo  awful  a  manner 
at  mount  Sinai.  'I  his  was  another  new  thing  that  God 
did,  a  new  ftep  taken  in  this  great  affirir,  [Deut.  iv.  3m] 
13m  ev ci  a  people  near  the  voice  of  God  fpeakihg  out 
‘  oi  the  mid  ft  of  fire,  as  thou  haft  heard,  and  live?’  And 
it  was  a  great  thing,  whether  we  confider  it  as  a  new  ex¬ 
hibition  of  the  covenant  of  works,  or  given  as  a  rule  of 
life. 

The  covenant  of  works  was  here  exhibited  to  be  as  a 
fchoolmafter  to  lead  to  Chrift,  not  only  for  the  ufe  of 
that  nation  in  the  ages  of  the  Old  Teftament,  but  for 
the  ufe  of  God’s  church  throughout  all  ages  of  the  world, 
as  an  mftrument  that  the  great  Redeemer  makes  ufe  of 
to  convince  men  of  their  fin  and  mifery,  and  helpiefs 
ftate,  and  of  God’s  awful  and  tremendous  majefty  and 
juftice  as  a  lawgiver,  and  to  make  men  fenfible  of  the 
neceffity  of  Chnft  as  a  faviour.  The  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  m  its  favmg  efted  on  men’s  fouls,  in  all  the  progrefs 
■ ''  !b  ls  n°f  carried  on  without  the  ufq  of  this  law. 

ft 
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It  was  given  in  an  awful  manner,  with  a  terrible  voice, 
fo  exceedingly  loud,  that  all  the  people  which  were  in  the 
camp  trembled  ;  and  Mofes  himfelf,  though  fo  intimate  a 
friend  of  God,  yet  faid,  ‘  I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake 
[Heb.  xii.  21.]  the  voice  being  accompanied  with  thun¬ 
ders  and  lightnings,  the  mountain  burning  with  fife  and 
the  earth  itfelf  fhaking  and  trembling  ;  ( l)  to  make  all 
fenfible  how  great  that  authority,  power,  and  juftice  was, 
that  Rood  engaged  to  exaft  the  fulfilment  of  this  law, 
anci  how  terrible  his  wrath  will  be  againft  every  breaker 
ox  it ,  that  men,  being  lenlible  of  thefe  things,  might 
have  a  through  trial  of  themfelves  ;  prove  their  own 
hearts  ;  know  how  impoffible  it  is  for  them  to  have  falva- 

(  L )  The  law  accompanied  with  thunders.] 

<l  Thus  while  the  labouring  angel  fwell’d  the  found. 

Anil  rent  tlie  Ikies,  and  iliook  the  ground. 

Up  rofeth’  Almighty  ;  round  his  fapphire  feat 
Adoring  thrones  in  order  fell ; 

The  lefler  powers  at  diflance  dwell, 

And  caft  their  glories  down  fucceffive  at  his  feet ; 

Gabriel  the  great  prepares  his  way, 
f  Lift  up  your  heads,  eternal  doors,’  he  cries  * 

Th’  eternal  doors  his  word  obey, 

Open  and  fhoot  ceieflial  day 
Upon  the  lower  Ikies. 

J-IeavVs  mighty  pillars  bow’d  their  head, 

As  their  Creator  bid, 

And  down  Jehovah  rode  from  the  fuperior  fphere, 

A  thoufand  guards  before,  and  myriads  in  the  rear* 

His  chariot  was  a  pitchy  cloud, 

The  wheels  hefet  with  burning  gems ; 

The  winds  in  harnefs  with  the  flames 
Flew  o’er  th’  ethereal  road  ; 

Down  thro’  his  magazines  he  pall 
Of  hail,  and  ice,  and  fleecy  fnow, 

Swift  roll’d  the  triumph,  and  as  fail 
Did  hail,  and  ice,  in  melted  rivers  flow. 

The  day  was  mingled  with  the  night, 

His  feet  on  folid  darknefs  trod, 

His  radiant  eyes  proclaim’d  the  God, 

And  fcatter’d  dreadful  light ; 

He  breath’d,  and  fulphur  ran,  a  fiery  ft  ream  : 

Hefpoke,  and  (tho’  with  unknown  fpeed  he  came). 

Cfei'd  the  How  tempeft,  and  the  lagging  flame.” 

[ Wa  its’  Hone  Ly r.  p .  35.  F 
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tion  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  fee  the  abfolute  necef- 
iity  they  Rood  in  of  a  mediator. 

If  we  regard  this  law  not  as  the  covenant  of  works, 
but  as  a  rule  of  life  ;  lb  it  is  made  life  of  by  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  world,  as  a  di¬ 
rectory  to  his  people,  to  lhew  them  the  way  in  which 
they  muff  walk,  if  they  would  go  to  heaven  :  for  a 
way  of  fin  cere  and  univerfal  obedience  to  this  law  is  the 
narrow  way  that  leads  to  life,  (m) 

4.  I  he  next  thing  obferveable  in  this  period,  was 
God’s  giving  the  typical  law,  in  which  I  fuppofe  to  be 
included  molt  of  thole  precepts  which  were  given  by 
Mofes,  that  did  not  properly  belong  to  the  moral :  not 
only  thole  laws  that  are  commonly  called  ceremonial, 
which  are  the  laws  prefcribing  the  ceremonies  and  cir- 
cumfiances  of  the  Jewifh  worfhip,  and  their  ecclefiaftical 
Rate  ;  but  alio  many,  if  not  all  thofe  divine  laws  that 
were  political,  and  for  regulating  the  Jewifh  common¬ 
wealth,  commonly  called  judicial  ;  thefe  were  many  of 
them  typical.  The  giving  this  typical  law  was  another 
great  thing  that  God  did  in  this  period,  tending  to  build 
up  this  glorious  Rrufture  of  redemption  that  he  had  been 
carrying  on  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  There 

(m)  The  law  not  a  covenant  of  works.]  “  The  decalogue 
or  ten  commandments  uttered  by  the  voice  of  God  himfelf,  is  an 
a  b  ft  r  act  of  that  original  law  under  which  man  was  created,  but 
published  in  a  prohibitory  form,  the  Ifraelites,  like  the  reft  of 
man  Kind,  being  depraved  by  fin,  anti  Rrongly  inclined  to  the  coin- 
million  of  every  evil.  This  law  could  not  be  defigned  as  a  cove - 
nant,  by  obedience  to  which  man  fhould  be  juflified,  for  long  be¬ 
fore  this  the  gofpel  had  been  preached  to  Abraham,  [Gal.  ii u  8.] 

‘  but  the  law  entered  that  fin  might  abound,’  [Rom.  v.  20.]  that 
tne  extent,  evil,  and  the  defert  of  fin  might  be  known  ;  for  it 
reaches  to  the  mod  hidden  thoughts  of  the  heart,  requires  abfo¬ 
lute  and  perpetual  obedience,  and  denounces  a  curfe  upon  all  who 
continue  not  therein  ....  Believers  of  old  were  relieved  from  the 
moral  law  by  the  facrifices  which  pointed  to  Chrift  ;  believers  un¬ 
der  the  gofpel  are  relieved  by  a  diredf  application  of  4  the  blood  of 
tne  covenant.’  Both  renounce  anv  dependance  on  the  moral 
law  for  j unification,  and  both  accept  it  as  a  rule  of  life,  in  the 
hands  of  a  Mediator,  and  are  enabled  to  yield  a  fmcere,’  though 
not  a  perfect  obedience.”  [Vicii  ♦] 

A  a...  ,  had 
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had  been  many  typical  events  of  providence  before,  that 
reprefented  Chrift  and  his  redemption  ;  and  fome  typical 
ordinances,  as  particularly  thofe  two  of  facrifices  and  cir- 
cumcifion:  but  now,  inflead  of  reprefenting  the  great  Re¬ 
deemer  in  a  few  inftitutions,  God  gives  forth  a  law  full  of 
nothing  elfe  but  various  and  innumerable  typical  repre- 
fentations  of  good  things  to  come,  by  which  that  nation 
were  direfted  how,  every  year,  month,  and  day,  in  their 
religious  aXions,  and  in  their  conduft  of  themfelves,  in 
all  that  appertained  to  their  ecclefiaflical  and  civil  Hate,  to 
fhow  forth  fomething  of  Chrift  ;  one  obfervance  ill  owing 
one  thing,  exhibiting  one  doXrine,  or  one  benefit ;  ano¬ 
ther,  another  :  fo  that  the  whole  nation  by  this  law  wras, 
as  it  were,  confti tuted  in  a  typical  Rate.  Thus  the  gof- 
pel  was  abundantly  held  forth  to  that  nation  ;  fo  that 
there  is  fcarcc  any  doXrine  of  it,  but  is  particularly  taught 
and  exhibited  by  fome  obfervance  of  this  law  ;  though  it 
was  in  fhadows,  and  under  a  vail,  as  Mofes  put  a  vail  on 
his  face  when  it  fhone.  (n) 

To 


(n)  The  gofpel  revealed  In  the  types.]  We  have  already  con- 
fidered  feveral  of  the  types,  and  fliall  conlider  others  as  they 
occur.  This  note  is  intended  to  prove  that  the  ancient  jews  them¬ 
felves  coniidered  them  in  the  fame  point  of  view. 

1.  It  mull  occur  to  every  thinking  perfon,  that  mere  ceremo¬ 
nies  could  not  of  themfelves  ever  form  any  very  acceptable  lervices 
to  that  ‘  God,  who  is  a  fpirit,  and  who  loves  to  be  worfhipped  in 
4  fpirit  and  in  truth;’  and  that,  unlefs  fomething  farther  was  de¬ 
li  gned,  many  parts  of  the  Jewifh  ritual  mu  ft  appear  very  child- 
ilh,  others  very  ridiculous,  and  fome  very  cruel.  There  feems 
nothing  in  the  wearing  of  fringes  or  ringing  of  bells ;  in  waters 
of  purification  or  perfumes  of  incenfe  ;  much  lefs  in  the  liaugh- 
tering  of  hundreds  or  thoufands  of  harmlefs  animals ;  I  fay,  there 
feems  nothing  in  thefe,  in  themfelves  coniidered,  that  appears 
worthy  the  appointment  of  a  wife  and  holy  God,  or  the  obierva- 
tion  of  great  and  good  men.  Thefe  reflexions  would  naturally 
lead  them  to  fufpeX  fomething  typical  mull  be  intended# 

2.  This  idea  would  be  confirmed  by  confidering  the  particular 
exaXnefs  required  in  thefe  fervices ;  with  the  penalties  infliXed  on 
tranfgreffion.  Upon  any  other  hypothecs  it  would  be  difficult,  it 
not  impoffible  to  account  for  fo  many  being  llain  lor  looking  into 

the  ark,  afpiring  to  the  priefthood,  &c.  or  for  Mofes  being  to 

ftriXly 
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To  this  typical  law  belong  all  the  precepts  that  relate 
to  building  the  tabernacle,  which  was  fet  up  in  the  wilder* 
nefs,  and  all  the  form,  circumflances,  and  utenfils  of  it, 

5.  About  this  time  was  given  to  the  church  the  firfl 
written  word  of  God  for  the  regulation  of  the  faith,  wor- 
fhip,  and  practice  of  his  church  in  all  ages,  which  was 
increafed  from  time  to  time  till  it  was  finifhed,  and  the 
canon  cf  feripture  completed,  by  the  apoftle  John.  It  is 

ftriclly  charged  to  make  c  all  things  according  to  the  pattern  exhi* 
6  bited  in  the  mount.’  [Heb.  viii.  $.] 

3.  We  have  already  leen  in  fome  inflances,  as  in  .Abraham’s 
offering  up  his  fon  Ifaac,  and  long  before,  in  the  facrifice  of  Abel, 
that  the  Old  Teflament  faints  really  had  fuch  views;  and  other 
inftances  will  occur  in  the  profecution  of  our  fubje£l. 

4.  Agreeable  to  this  idea  we  find  the  prophets  commonly  fpoke 
in  figurative  language,  and  accompanied  it  by  typical  and  fymboli* 
cal  addons ;  as  we  lee  in  Ifaiah  [xx.]  Jeremiah  [xiii.  1 — 1 1.]  Eze« 
kiel  [iii.  1 — 4.]  and  others.  This  mufl  encourage  and  confirm 
iuch  a  method  of  interpretation. 

5.  We  Chriflians  have  the  raofl  unequivocal  affertions  of  this 
in  the  New  Teflament.  The  law  is  called  a  4  fliadow  of  good  things 
6  to  come,’  [Heb.  x.  1.]  And  the  whole  Epillle  to  the  Hebrews, 
and  great  part  of  that  to  the  Galatians,  is  written  to  prove  and  iU 
iullrate  this  very  point, 

6.  We  are  particularly  told  that  the  law  was  4  a  fchoolmaifer  to 
4  lead  unto,’  to  point  out  the  neceility,  excellency,  and  fuitable- 
nefs  of  4  Chrifl,’  [Gal.  iij.  24.]  And  that  the  Jewifh  church  under 
this  difpenfation,  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  minor  under  tutors  and 
governors,  [Gal.  iv.  2.]  We  have  a  method  of  teaching  our  chib 
dren  their  letters  by  the  ufe  of  certain  pictures  affixed  to  them,  the 
more  flrongly  to  imprefs  them  on  their  minds ;  [as  A,  an  Apple, 
i3,  a  Book,  &c.  So  probably  the  old  Hebrew  k  an  Ox,  a  a  Houfe 
Nx.  See  Sharp's  Origin  of  Languages.]  A  method  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  this  the  Lord  feems  to  have  taken  with  his  ancient  pep* 
pie.  Now  as  he  would  not  be  thought  a  wife  inflrudlor  who 
taught  his  little  pupils  the  pidlures  without  the  letters,  how  fhall 
we  juflify  the  wifdom  of  God  in  teaching  the  Jews  thefe  ceremo* 
nies,  without  their  meaning  and  defign  ? 

7.  Some  even  of  the  modern.  Jews  have  dropt  hints  of  fuch  a 

particularly  Rab.  Menachem  on  the  pafchal  lamb,  though 
they  acknowledge  their  ignorance  of  the  mylleiy,  44  until  the  fpi* 
rit  from  above  fhall  be  poured  out  upon  them.”  [Ainfw.  in  Lev0 
i.  2.] 

The  typical  import  of  the  tabernacle  and  its  furniture,  and  how 
*ar  believers  might  fee  the  iufFerings  of  Chrifl  in,  the  ancient  facri* 
f;cess  will  be  confidered  in  a  fubfequent  note.  N.] 

A  a  2  not 
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not  very  material  whether  the  firft  written  word,  was  tire 
ten  commandments  written  on  the  tables  of  lfone  with  the 
finger  of  God,  or  the  book  of  Job;  nor  whether  the  book 
of  Job  was  written  by  Mofes,  as  fome  fuppofe,  or  by 
Elihu,  as  others,  (o)  If  it  was  written  by  Elilni,  it 
was  written  before  this  period  ;  but  yet  could  not  be  far 
from  it,  as  appears  by  confidering  whole  poflerity  the 
perfons  were  that  are  fpoken  of  in  it,  [See  above,  p.  172.] 
together  with  Job’s  great  age,  which  was  paid  before  this 
was  written. 

7  he  written  word  of  God  is  the  main  inftrument 
Chrift  has  made  ufe  of  to  carry  on  this  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  in  all  ages  fince  it  was  given.  There  was  a  necef- 
fity  now  for  the  word  of  God  being  committed  to  writing 
as  a  handing  rule  to  his  church.  Before  this,  the  church 
had  the  word  of  God  by  tradition,  either  immediately 
from  eminent  men  that  were  infpired,  who  were  then 
living,  or  elfe  by  tradition  from  former  generations, 
which  might  be  had  with  tolerable  certainty  in  ages  pre¬ 
ceding  this,  by  reafon  of  the  long  lives  of  men.  Noah 
might  converfe  with  Adam,  and  receive  traditions  from 
him  ;  and  Noah  lived  till  about  Abraham’s  time  :  and 
the  Tons  of  Jacob  lived  a  confiderable  time  to  deliver  the 
revelations  made  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  to  their 
pollerity  in  Egypt,  (p)  But  the  diflance  from  the  begin¬ 
ning 

i 

(o)  Whether  the  look  of  Job  was' written,  by  Moses.]  The 

learned  feem  now  pretty  well  fatisfied  that  the  book  of  Job  is  an 
Hebrew  poem,  written  in  a  dramatic  or  colloquial  form,  (as  is  So¬ 
lomon’s  Song)  and  generally  give  it  to  Mofes ,  as  the  molt  probable 
author  :  but  whether  he  wrote  it  from  a  faff  within  his  observation 
during  his  exile  from  Egypt,  whether  from  traditional  records,  or 
had  the  faffs*,  as  well  as  aftiftance  to  record  them,  immediately 
from  God,  is  not  fo  generally  agreed.  [See  Bp.  Lowth’s  Prcelech 
„de  Sacra  Foefi  Heb.  prceledt.  xix.  Poll  Syn .  Grit,  in  ch.  i. — Theo¬ 
logy  Repof .  Vol.  i.  page  70.]  [Lb  S.] 

(p)  The  longevity  of  the  patriarchs .]  Our  author’s  general 
remark  of  the  few  hands  that  might  convey  traditions  through  a 
great  number  of  years  is  certainly  juft  :  but  here  is  a  fmall  mil- 
take  in  the  chronology,  which  in  all  probabily  would  never  have 
been  minted,  had  our  author  lived  to  have  been  his  own  editor. 

^  ' .  ‘  He 
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rung  was  now  become  fo  great,  and  the  lives  of  men  fo 
fhortened,  (being  brought  down  to  the  prefent  ilandard 

about 

•  e 

He  afTerts  that  c  Noah  might  converfe  with  Adam  ;  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  following  table,  and  the  authorities  there  referred 
to,  that  Adam  died  above  an  hundred  years  before  Noah  was 
born. 

Years  of  the 
world. 

i,  Adam  created. 


cj 

Seth  begat  Enos. 

Enos  begat  Cainan. 
Cainan  begat  MahalaleeU 
Mahalaleel  begat  Jared, 
Jared  begat  Enoch. 
Enoch  begat  Methufelah. 


130,  i 

Gen.  v.  3. 

at 

I3° 

235>  ‘ 

-  6. 

at 

io5 

32$y  - 

9- 

at 

90 

39*  " 

-  12. 

at 

70 

460,  - 

-  15. 

at 

65 

622,  - 

1 8* 

at 

162 

687,  - 

-  2 1. 

at 

6$ 

874.  - 

2y 

at 

187 

93°>  - 

5- 

A, 

lam 

056,  - 

28. 

at 

182 

Methufelah  begat  Lamech, 


- —  — .  ~  —  -  - — • —  —  t>  •- .  11,  in¬ 

deed,  we  admit  the  Samaritan  readings,  the  fa£t  may  be  granted, 
[See  Univ.  Hifb  Vol.  i.  page  146.]  but  as  our  author  has  every 
where  elfe  followed  the  Hebrew  copies,  it  is  very  unlikely  he 
meant  here  to  deviate  from  them,  without  giving  any  intimation 
of  it. 

Let  us  now  indulge  a  reflection  or  two  on  the  faCl  thus  ftated* 
Though  not  with  Noah,  yet  Adam  might  converfe  with  Lamech, 

Noah’s  father, — Lamech,  with  Shem,  his  own  grandfon, _ and 

Shem,  (though  not  Noah)  with  his  defendant  Abram,  and  even 
Ifaac.  Thus  four  perfons  might  by  tradition  convey  the  fubitance 
of  divine  revelation  through  more  than  two  thoufand  years,  which 
would,  at  the  prefent  ilandard  of  human  life,  on  a  moderate  com¬ 
putation,  require  forty.  Now  as  the  lives  of  men  decreafed,  tra¬ 
dition  would  naturally  become  more  corrupted  and  uncertain,  the 
more  hands  it  palled  through  ;  therefore  to  prevent  the  confe- 
quences  of  this,  God  was  pleaied  by  iviofes  to  give  a  written  reve¬ 
lation.  In  this  we  may  admire  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God, 
who  fuits  his  favours  to  our  circumilances.  and  neceffities. 

There  is  fomethmg  venerable  in  age,  and  the  grey  hairs  of  four- 
fcore  or  an  hundred  years  command  refpebt  and  attention.  And 
in  the  few  inilances  in  which  mankind  exceed  that  age,  with  the 
prelervation  of  their  memory  and  other  faculties,  how  inilruHive 
is  their  converiation !  With  what  pleafure,  then,  might  Lamech 
hear  from  Adam  the  ilory  of  his  early  life,  the  hiftory  of  his  fir  ft 
ions,  and  the  various  revolutions  of  almoft  a  thoufand  years ;  and 
v  eh  no  lefs  iatisiacfion,  pollibly,  might  Abraham  receive  from 
fi oin  w>iu.n  tb-  wonderful  hiltoiy  of  the  flood  and  re-peopling 

of 
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about  Mofes’s  time,)  that  God  having  now  feparatcd  z 
nation  to  be  a  peculiar  people,  partly  for  that  end  to  be 
the  keepers  of  his  oracles,  faw  it  to  be  a  needful  and  con¬ 
venient  time  now  to  commit  his  word  to  writing,  to  re- 
main  throughout  all  ages,  (qj  And  therefore,  befides 
the  book  of  Job,  God  wrote  the  ten  commandments  on 
tables  of  hone,  with  his  own  finger  ;  and  after  this  the 
whole  law,  as  containing  the  fubftance  of  the  five  books 
of  Mofes,  was  by  his  fpecial  command  committed  to 
writing,  which  was  called  the  book  of  the  law,  and  was 
laid  up  in  the  tabernacle,  to  be  kept  there  for  the  ufe  of 
the  church.  [Deut.  xxxi.  24 — 26.] 

6.  God  was  pleafed  now  wonderfully  to  reprefent  the 
progrefs  of  his  redeemed  church  through  the  world  to 
their  eternal  inheritance,  by  the  journey  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  through  the  wildernefs,  from  Egypt  to  Canaan. 

of  the  earth  :  but  the  grand  fubjedi  of  their  inquiry  would  doubt- 
iels  be,  the  gradual  and  increafing  difeoveries  of  the  divine  will : 
the  facred  vifions,  predictions,  and  types  ;  the  inveJfigation  of 
which  mult  afford,  to  fandtified  minds,  peculiar  delight  and  com¬ 
fort. 

One  of  the  moil  barren  parts  of  facred  writ,  (if  we  may  fo  fpeak) 
feems  to  be  the  lift  of  lives  and  deaths  in  fome  of  the  firft  chap¬ 
ters  of  Genefis  ;  but  this  is  owing  to  our  own  inattention  and  lu- 
pinenefs ;  as  appears  from  the  following  anecdote,  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Hervey  : 

44  A  certain  libertine,  of  a  moll  abandoned  character,  happened 
accidentally  to  flroll  into  a  churchy  where  he  heard  the  $th  chap¬ 
ter  of  Genefis,  importing  that  fo  long  lived  fuch  and  filch  perfons, 
and  yet  the  conclufion  was  they  died — 4  Enos  lived  905  years,  and 
4  he  died — Seth,  912,  and  he  died— Methulelah,  969,  and  he  died.’ 
The  frequent  repetition  of  the  words,  be  died, ,  notwithkanding 
the  great  length  of  years  they  had  lived,  ilruck  him  fo  deeply 
with  the  thought  of  death  and  eternity,  that  (through  divine 
prace)  he  became  of  an  infamous  libertine,  a  molt  exemplary  Chrii- 
tian.” — [Hervey9 s  Letters,  No.  147.]  [N.  U.] 

XO  God’s  word  committed  to  writing.]  Our  author  alludes  here 
to  the  pentateuch,  or  five  lirfl  books  of  the  Old  Teftament,  which 
are  now  univerfally  aferibed  to  Mofes  on  the  moll  fatisfadfory  evi¬ 
dence.  The  enemies  of  revelation  have  indeed  objected  fome  paf- 
fages  which  fpeak  of  the  death  and  character  of  Mofes,  but  thefe 
may  eaiily  be  fiippofed  the  fupplement  of  a  later  prophet  (perhaps 
Ezra)  without  affecting  the  general  queflion,  [U.  S.j 
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Here  all  the  various  Heps  of  the  redemption  of  the  church 
bv  Chrift  were  reprefented,  from  the  beginning  to  its 
confummation  in  glory. — The  {late  they  are  redeemed 
from,  is  reprefented  by  Egypt,  and  their  bondage  there, 
which  they  left. — The  purchafe  of  their  redemption,  was 
reprefented  by  the  facrifice  of  the  pafchal  lamb,  which 
was  offered  up  the  night  that  God  flew  all  the  firft-boru 
of  Egypt. — The  beginning  of  the  application  of  the  re¬ 
demption  of  Chrifl’s  church  in  their  converfion,  was  re¬ 
prefented  by  Ifrael’s  going  out  of  Egypt,  and  palling 
through  the  Red  Sea  in  fo  extraordinary  and  miraculous  a 
manner. — The  travel  of  the  church  through  this  evil 
world,  and  the  various  changes  through  which  the  church 
paffes,  in  the  different  ilages  of  it,  was  reprefented  by 
the  journey  of  the  Ifraelites  through  the  wildernefs. — - 
The  manner  of  their  being  conduced  by  Chrift,  was 
reprefented  by  the  Ifraelites  being  led  by  the  pillar  of 
cloud  by  day,  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night. — The 
manner  of  the  church’s  being  fupported  in  their  pro- 
grefs,  and  fupplied  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
it,  with  fpiritual  food,  and  continual  daily  communica¬ 
tions  from  God,  was  reprefented  by  God’s  fupplying  the 
children  of  Ifrael  with  bread,  or  manna,  from  heaven* 
and  water  out  of  the  rock. — The  dangers  that  the  faints 
muff  meet  with  in  their  courfe  through  the  world,  were 
reprefented  by  the  fiery  flying  ferpents  which  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  met  with  in  the  wildernefs. — The  conflifh 
the  church  has  with  her  enemies,  were  reprefented  by 
their  battle  with  the  Amalekites,  and  others  they  met 
with  there. — And  fo  innumerable  other  things  might  be 
mentioned,  wherein  the  things  they  met  with  were  lively 
images  of  things  which  the  church  and  faints  meet  with  in 
all  ages  of  the  world.  That  thefe  were  typical  of  things 
that  pertain  to  the  Chriftian  church,  is  manifefl  from  [L 
Cor.  x.  ii.]  ‘  Now  all  thefe  things  happened  unto  them 
4  for  enfam-ples ,  and  they  were  written  for  our  admonition* 
<  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come.’  Here 
the  apoflle  is  fpeaking  of  thofe  very  things  which  we  have 
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now  confidered,  and  he  fays  expreffly,  that  they  happen* 
cd  unto  them  for  types  ;  fo  it  is  in  the  original, 

7*  Anothei  thing  mull  not  be  omitted,  which  was  a 
great  and  remarkable  difpenfation  of  Providence,  viz.  the 
fhortenmg  the  days  of  maifs  life,  whereby  it  was  brought 
down  from  being  between  nine  hundred  and  a  thoufand 
years,  to  but  about  feventy  or  eighty.  The  life  of  mai> 
began  to  be  lhortened  immediately  after  the  hood  :  it  was 
bi  ought  a  own  the  fvfl  generation  to  fix  hundred  years, 
and  the  next  to  between  four  and  five  hundred  years  ;  and 
fo  the  life  of  man  gradually  grew  fhorter  and  fhorter,  till 
about  the  time  of  the  great  mortality  that  was  in  the  con¬ 
gregation  of  Ifrael,  after  they  had  murmured  at  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  fpies,  and  their  carcafes  fell  in  the  wildernefs, 
whereby  all  the  men  of  war  died  :  and  then  the  life  of 
man  was  reduced  to  its  prefent  flandard,  as  Mofes  obferves 
in  tliat  pfalm  that  he  wrote  on  occafion  of  that  mortality  : 
[Piah  xc.  io.]  ‘  The  days  of  our  years  are  threefcore 
years  and  ten  ;  and  if  by  reafon  of  flrength  they  be 
fourfcore  years,  yet  is  their  flrength  labour  and  forrow : 

‘  for  it  is  loon  cut  off.  and  we  fly  away/ 

This  great  difpenfation  of  God  tended  to  promote  the 
grand  defign  of  the  redemption  of  Chrifl.  Man’s  life 
being  cut  io  very  fhort  in  this  world,  prepared  the  way 
for  poor,  mortal,  fhort-Iived  men,  the  more  joyfully  to 
entertain  the  glad  tidings  of  everlafling  life  in  another 
world,  and  more  readily  to  embrace  a  Saviour,  who  pur- 
chafes  and  offers  fuch  a  bleffing.  If  mens  lives  were  Hill 
commonly  about  nine  hundred  years,  how  much  Ids 
would  they  have  to  move  them  to  regard  the  proffers  of  a 
future  life  ;  how  much  greater  temptations  would  they 
have  to  reil  in  the  things  of  this  world,  they  being  of 
fuch  long  continuance,  and  to  neglefl  any  other  life  but 
this  ?  This  probably  contributed  greatly  to  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  the  antediluvians.  But  now  how  much  greater 
motives  have  men  to  feek  redemption,  and  a  better  life 
than  this,  by  the  great  Redeemer',  fince  the  life  of  man 
is  not  one  twelfth  part  of  what  it  ufcd  to  be,  and  men 

now 
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now  uriiverfally  die  at  the  age  when  men  formerly  ufed 
to  be  but,  as  it  were,  letting  out  in  the  world  ? 

8.  The  lame  work  was  carried  on  111  preferving  that 
people,  ol  whom  Chrill  was  to  come,  from  totally  pe- 
rifhing  in  the  wildernefs,  by  a  conftant  miracle  of  forty 
years  continuance.  I  obferved  before  many  times,  how 
God  preferred  thole  of  whom  the  Redeemer  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  a  very  wonderful  manner  ;  but  this  prefervation 
of  the  child  ren  ol  Ilrael  lor  lo  long  a  time  in  the  wil¬ 
dernefs  was,  on  fome  accounts,  more  remarkable  than 
any  of  them.  There  was,  as  may  be  fairly  computed, 
at  firft  two  millions  of  fouls  in  that  congregation,  which 
mult  have  perifhed  in  lefs  than  one  month’s  time,  had 
they  not  been  miraculoufly  fupplied.  But  yet  this  vail 
multitude  fubfifted  for  forty  years  together,  in  a  drv  bar¬ 
ren  wildernefs,  without  fowing  or  reaping,  or  tilling  anv 
land,  having  their  bread  daily  rained  down  to  them  out 
of  heaven,  and  being  furnifhed  with  water  to  fatisfy  them 
all,  out  ol  a  rock  ;  and  the  fame  cloaths  with  which  they 
came  out  of  Egypt,  lafting,  without  wearing  out  all  that 
time.  [Deut.  viii.  4,]  Never  was  an  inftance  like  this  of 
a  nation  being  thus  fupported  and  fupplied.  (r) 

(r)  Never  was  any  injtancc  Wke  this. ]  Wonderful  providence  in¬ 
deed!  But  not  lels  wonderful  is  the  gracious  provifion  that  the 
Lord  has  made  foi  all  his  people.  Had  they  manna  rained  from 
the  Ikies  ?  We  have  the  true  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven. 
Were  they  alfo  miraculoufly  fupplied  with  jhjb  ?  The  Son  of  God 
feeds  us  with  his  awn,  infinitely  more  precious,  flefli  and  blood. 
Did  the  1  oA  fupply  theii  drink  ?  So  doth  the  rock  of  ages  ours. 
Did  not  their  raiment  wear  old  ?  Behold,  the  befl,  the  everlafling 
tooe  of  righteoufnefs  with  which  the  Lord  cloaths  his  eiedf  peo- 
ple !  Finally,  did  not  their  feet  fwell,  io  as  to  impede  their  jour- 
ne}  ?  The  Loid  has  provided  us  with  fandah  which  the  thorns  of 
the  wildernefs  cannot  penetrate  ;  and  prepared  with  the  gofpel  of 
peace,  we  need  not  tear  our  journey  being  impeded.  But,  to  def¬ 
end  to  temporal  concerns  ;  doth  not  the  Lord  Rill  feed  and  cloath 
his  people,  and  afford  them  every  neceffary  fupply  ?  And  is  not 
the  promife  Rill  faithful  and  true,  4  They  that  feek  the  Lord  fliall 
4  not  want  any  good  thing;’  [Pf.  xxxiv.  10.]  Let  the  timorous 
Believer  be  then  encouraged  and  joyfully  ling  on  his  way 
“  Guide  me,  O  thou  great  Jehovah, 

“  Pilgrim,  through  this  barren  land  &c. 

B  b 


[U.  U.] 
9.  God 


history  of  redemption. 

9*  God  was  pleafed  during  this  time,  to  give  a  farther* 
revelation  ot  Cnrifl  the  Redeemer  in  the  precliflions  of 
him,  than  had  been  before.  Here  are  three  prophecies 
given  at  this  time  that  I  would  take  notice  of.  The  firft 
is  that  oi  Balaam,  [-Numb.  xxiv.  17 — -19.]  4  I  {hall  fee 
him,  but  not  now  ;  I  In  all  behold  him,  but  not  nigh  ; 
there  (hail  come  a  liar  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  feeptre  {hall 
rife  out  ot  Iirael,  and  lhall  finite,  the  corners  of  JVIoab, 
and  dellroy  all  the  children  of  Sheth.  And  Edom  lhall 
be  a  pollefiion,  Seir  alio  lhall  be  a  pofleilion  for  his 
enemies,  and  Iirael  (hall  do  valiantly.  Out  of  Jacob 
f li all  come  he  that  lhall  have  dominion,  and  fhall  de- 
ilrov  him  that  remaineth  of  the  city.’  (s)  This  is  a 

plainer 

(s)  The  prophecy  of  Balaam.]  44  Wonderful  as  the  gift  of 
prophecy  is,  it  was  not  always,  (as  Bp.  Newton  obferves)  con- 
lined  to  the  chofen  leed,  nor  yet  always  imparted  to  the  bell  of 
men.”  Balaam  is  a  proof  of  this,  who  was  neither  an  Ii’raelite 
nor  a  good  man  ;  however  he  acknowledged  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
and  pro  felted  to  be  his  fervant;  [Numb.  xxii.  8 — 18.]  his  wor- 
fhip  was  debaled  with  fuperllition  and  enchantments  ;  [Numb, 
xxiv.  1. — xxxii.  12.J  and  his  heart  loved  4  the  wages  of  unrighte- 
4  oulnels.’  [II.  Pet.  ii.  15.]  And  when  the  Lord  would  not  Inf- 
ter  him  to  curie  his  people,  he  contrived  to  pervert  them  to  ido¬ 
latry  and  unclcannefs.  [Rev.  ii.  14.] 

It  is  obfervable,  that  it  was  a  cuilom  among  the  heathens  to  de¬ 
vote  their  enemies  to  deftruflion  at  the  commencement  of  their 
wars  ;  and  Balaam  being  a  prophet  of  great  note,  Balak  fuppofed 
him  to  have  peculiar  intereft  with  heaven. — 4  I  wot  that  he  whom 
4  thou  blefleft  is  blelfed,  and  he  whom  thou  curfeit  is  curbed. ’ 
[Numb.  xxii.  6.] 

But  the  ft  range  ft  part  of  the  hiftory  is  that  of  Balaam’s  afs  fpeak- 
ing  with  a  man’s  voice.  Stories  of  this  kind  have  been  current 
among  the  heathen,  and  might  probably  originate  from  a  tradition 
of  this  event.  But  however  extraordinary  the  faff,  the  feripture 
attributes  it  to  a  fufticient  caule  ;  4  The  Lord  opened  the  mouth 
4  of  the  als.’  [Numb.  xxii.  28.]  There  is  no  neceliity,  however, 
to  give  the  animal  a  human  underftanding,  without  that  he  might 
utter  the  found  of  words  (as  parrots  may  be  taught  to  do)  and 
this  is  all  the  facred  hiftorian  afferts. 

But  we  are  to  contemplate  a  greater  miracle  than  this  ;  the  ani¬ 
mal  fpake  unconfciouily,  but  Balaam  was  over-ruled  to  blefs  where 
he  gladly  would  have  curbed.  And  the  preceding  miracle  was  pro¬ 
bably  deftgned  to  teach  how  much  the  mouth  and  tongue  were 
under  God’s  direction,  and  the  folly  of  oppoiing  the  divine  will. 
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plainer  prophecy  of  Chrift,  efpecially  with  regard  to  his 

kingly  office,  than  any  that  had  been  before.  But  we 

•* 

But  to  advert  to  the  prophecy  itfelf ;  of  which  we  ffiall  only  con- 
fuler  the  paflage  quoted  by  our  author  :  4  I  ffiall  fee  him,  but  not 
4  now  ;  1  ffiall  behold  him,  but  not  nigh.’  This  Bp.  Newton 
tranflates  in  the  prefent  tenfe,  and  refers  to  Moab  ;  but  with  de¬ 
ference  to  io  great  an  authority,  we  ffiould  rather  adhere  to  the 
preient  tranllation,  which  is  more  literal,  and  refer  it,  with  the 
following  claufes,  to  the  Meffiah,  (as  Ainfajorth  and  Dr.  Gill 
do)  whom  at  his  iecond  coming  4  every  eye  fliall  lee.’  [Rev.  i.  7. 
Compare  Job  xix.  26.] 

r nere.  ffiall  come  a  ftar  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  fceptre  ffiall  arife 

out  of  Ifrael.’  j  he  ftar  and  fceptre  were  probably  hierogly¬ 
phics  of  a  prince  and  of  a  god,  as  we  ffiall  fee  prefently.  4  And 
*  ffiad  I  mite  tne  corners  (or  princes)  or  Moab.’  This  was  Fulfil— 
led  bv  Dav  10,  who  4  fmote  Moab  ....  and  the  Moabites  became 
4  David’s  fervants.’  [II.  Sam.  viii.  2.] 

4  And  deftroy  all  the  children  of  Sheth  if  by  Sheth  is  here  in¬ 
tended  tne  fon  of  Adam,  it  includes  all  mankind,  this  being  the 
only  line  preferved  at  the  food  ;  and  thofe  who  io  underhand  it 
ti  an  hate  tne  words  4  he  flm  l  I  uncwctll^  fubdv,e^  or  rule  over  all  the 
4  children  of  Sheth.’  But  the  conftrudtion  of  the  palTage,  and  the 
ruie^  Oi  Hebrew  poetiy,  which  abounds  in  parallel  fentences, 
[See  Bp.  Lowth’s  Prelim.  Dif.  to  his  Tranf.  of  Ifaiah]  Arongly 
incline  us  to  believe,  that  e>neth  might  be  the  name  or  feme  town 
Ot  prince  of  Moab,  whole  memory  is  now  loft.  This  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  Mr.  Poole ,  and  is  defended  by  Bp.  Newton. 

And  Edom  ffiall  be  a  polfellion.’  4  David  put  garrifons  .  ,  .  t 
throughout  all  Edom.  [II.  Sam.  viii.  14*]  4  Seir  [the  moun- 

.4  tains  ot  Edom]  alfo  fiiall  be  a  pofleilion  for  his  enemies  •’  that 
is,  for  the  Ilraelites.  4  And  Ifrael  ffiall  do  valiantly,’  as  in  the 
m dances  juft  hinted.  4  Out  of  Jacob  ffiall  come  he  that  ffiall  have 
dominion,  and  ffiall  deftroy  him  that  remaineth  of  the  city  •* 
not  only  defeat  them  in  the  field,  but  purfue  and  deftroy  them  in 
their  ftrongeft  holds  :  4  Joab  fmote  every  male  in  Edom/[I.  Kings 
xi.  i  s?  16.]  Thus’was  the  prophecy  fulfilled  in  David  :  but  moil 
Jew  hli  as  y  ell  as  Chriftian  expohtors,  ancient  and  modern,  refer 
t-heie  predictions,  in  a  more  lublime  and  exalted  fenfe,  to  the  Mef- 
nah,  David’s  Son  and  Lord.  And  Bp.  War  burton  [Divine 
jwg.  Look  iv..  §  4.]  obferves,  that  as  the  fceptre  was  a  popular 
embwm  of  a  king,  io  a  far  was  a  more  myfterious  hieroglyphic  of 
tne  divinity,  [See  Amos  v.  25,  26.]  and  doubtlefs  pointed  to  him 
who  was  both  4  the  mighty  God  and  Prince  of  Peace  •  ’  [Ifa  ix  6  1 
wno  bore  the  fceptre  of  Judah,  [See  Page  161,  note  g]  4  and  is 
%  t  iC  bright  and  morning  liar.’  [Rev.  xxii.  16.] — [See  Bp.  New¬ 
ton  on  the  Prophecies,  Vol.  i.  dif.  5.  from  whom  the  above  is 
fhieiiv  taken.]  E  ] 

?  b  2  have 
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have  another,  that  God  gave  by  Mofes,  which  is  plainer 
ftill,  efpecially  with  regard  to  his  prophetical  office,  [Dent, 
xviii.  i  8,  &c.]  4  I  will  raile  up  a  prophet  from  among 
4  their  brethren,  like  unto  thee,  and  will  put  my  words 
4  in  his  mouth,  and  he  fhall  fpeak  unto  them  all  that  I 
1  command  him/  &c.  This  is  a  plainer  prophecy  of 
Chrift  than  any  that  had  been  before,  in  this  refpeft, 
that  all  the  former  prophecies  were  in  figurative,  myfticai 
language.  The  fir  ft,  4  That  the  feed  of  the  woman  Ihould 
4  break  the  ferpent’s  head/ — The  promifes  made  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  4  That  in  their  feed  all  the  fami- 
4  lies  of  the  earth  Ihould  be  blefiedfi — The  prophecy  of 
Jacob  in  blefting  Judah; — and  that  of  Balaam,  which 
f peaks  of  Chrift  under  the  figurative  expreffion  of  a  Jlar , 
— were  all  myflical.  But  this  is  a  plain  literal  prophecy. 

There  are  feveral  things  contained  in  this  prophecy  of 
Chrift,  and  his  mediatorial  office,  [ver.  16.] — Here  it 
is  revealed  that  he  fhould  be  a  middle  perfon  between 
them  and  God,  a  being  of  fuch  awful  majefty,  holinefs, 
and  juftice,  that  they  could  not  come  to  him,  and  en¬ 
joy  intercourfe  with  him  immediately,  without  a  medi¬ 
ator  to  ftand  between  them  ;  becaufe,  if  they  came  to 
fuch  a  dreadful  fin-revenging  God  immediately,  they 
fhould  die  ;  God  would  prove  4  a  confuming  fire’  to  them. 
And  here  is  alfo  a  particular  revelation  of  Chrift  with 
refpeci  to  his  prophetical  office  :  4  I  will  raife  them  up  a 
4  prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  like  unto  thee,’  &c. 
And  farther,  it  is  revealed  what  kind  of  a  prophet  he 
fhould  be,  a  prophet  like  Mofes ,  who  was  the  head  and 
leader  of  all  the  people,  and  who,  under  God,  had  been 
their  redeemer,  to  bring  them  out  of  the  houfe  of  bon¬ 
dage,  who  was,  as  it  were,  their  fhepherd  by  whom  God 
led  them  through  the  Red  Sea  and  wildernefs,  and  was  an 
interceffor  for  them  with  God,  and  both  a  prophet  and  a 
king  in  the  congregation :  for  Mofes  had  the  power  of 
a  king  among  them,  [Deut.  xxxiii.  5.]  He  was  alfo  the 
prophet  by  whom  God  built  up  his  church,  and  delivered 
his  inflruftions  of  worfhip.  1  hus  Chrift  was  to  be  a 
prophet  like  unto  Mofes  ;  fo  that  "this  is  both  the  plameft 
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and  fulled:  prophecy  of  Chrik  that  ever  had  been  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  this  time,  (t) 

The  next  prophecy  that  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  relpedls 
only  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  which  fhould  be  after 
ChriiVs  coining,  of  which  God  gave  a  very  plain  prophecy 
by  Mofes  in  the  wildernefs,  [Deut.  xxxii.  21.]  They 
moved  God  to  jealouly,  by  that  which  was  not  a  god,  by 
caking  him  off,  and  taking  other  gods,  that  were  no 
gods,  in  his  room.  So  God  declares  that  he  will  move 
them  to  jealoufy  in  the  like  manner,  by  caking  them  off* 
and  taking  other  people,  that  had  not  been  his  people,  in 
their  room.  The  Apokle  Paul  takes  notice  of  this 
prophecy,  as  foretelling  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  [in 
Rom.  x.  19,  20.]  ‘  But  I  fay,  did  not  Ifrael  know? 

4  Firk,  Moles  faith,  I  will  provoke  you  to  jealoufy  by 
4  them  that  are  no  people,  and  by  a  foolifh  nation  I  will 
*  anger  you.  But  Efaias  is  very  bold,  and  faith,  I  was 
4  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not ;  I  was  made  manifeft 
6  to  them  that  afked  not  after  me.’ 

Thus  you  fee  how  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  firk 
began  to  dawn  immediately  after  the  fall,  gradually  ifi- 
creafes  the  nearer  we  come  to  Chrik’s  time. 

10.  Another  thing  by  which  God  carried  on  his  work 
at  this  time,  was  a  remarkable  pouring  out  of  his  fpirit 
on  the  young  generation  in  the  wildernefs.  The  genera¬ 
tion  which  was  grown  up  when  they  came  out  of  Egypt, 
from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  was  very  froward  and 
perverfe.  k  hey  were  tainted  with  the  idolatry  and  wick- 

(t)  A  prophet  like  unto  Moses.]  Some  Jewifli  writers  have  re¬ 
ferred  this  to  Jofhua,  but  though  we  are  told  Jofhua  was  full  of 
the  fpirit  of  wildom,  yet  the  fame  text  [Dent,  xxxiv.  9.]  informs 
us,  4  there  arofe  not  a  prophet  lince  in  Ifrael  like  unto  Mofes, 
4  whom  the  .Lord  knew  face  to  face;’  confequently  Jofhua  was 
not  fo.  And  in  another  paffage  [Numb.  xir.  2.]  The  Lord  puts 
a  linking  difference  between  Mofes,  and  all  other  prophets  : 
The  Jews  themfelves  very  ftrongly  confirm  this  idea  ;  and  in  the 
New  Te (lament,  this  prophecy  is  exprefsly  applied  to  the  Son  of 
God.  [Aks  iii.  2 2,  23.]  4  For  Moles  truly  laid,  a  prophet  will 
4  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up/  &c.  [See  Nevoton  on  the  Proph. 
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eclnefs  of  Egypt,  and  were  not  weaned  from  it,  as  the 
prophet  takes  notice,  [E^ek.  xx.  6—8.]  Hence  they  made 
the  golden  calf  in  imitation  of  the  idolatry  of  Egypt,  that 
was  wont  to  worlhip  a  bull  or  an  ox  ;  and  therefore  cattle 
are  called  4  the  abomination  of  the  Egyptians,’/,  c.  their  idol, 
[Exod.  \  in,  26.]  Phis  generation  God  was  exceeding 
angry  with,  and  fwore  m  Ins  wrath,  that  they  fhould  not 
enter  into  his  reft.  But  the  younger  generations  were  not 
fo  ;  thofe  who  were  under  twenty  years  old  when  they 
came  out  of  Egypt,  and  thofe  born  in  the  wildernefs,  the 
generation  fpoken  of,  [Numb.  xiv.  31.]  4  But  your  little 
4  ones,  whom  ye  laid  fhould  be  a  prey,  them  will  I  bring 
'  bi  and  they  fliall  know  the  land  that  ye  have  defpifed/ 
This  was  the  generation  with  whom  the  covenant  was  re¬ 
newed,  (of  which  we  have  an  account  in  Deuteronomy,) 
and  that  entered  into  the  land  of  Canaan.  Thefe  God 
was  pleafed  to  make  a  generation  to  his  praife,  and  they 
were  eminent  for  piety;  as  appears  by  many  things  laid  in 
fcripture  about  them;  as,  particularly,  [  ]er.  ii.  2,  3.] 

4  I  remember  thee,  the  kindnefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love 
4  of  thine  efpoufals,  when  thou  wenteft  after  me  in  the 
4  wildernefs,  in  a  land  that  was  not  fown.  Ifrael  was 
4  holinefs  to  the  Lord,  and  the  firft  fruits  of  his  increafe,’ 
Here  the  generation  that  went  after  God  in  the  wilder¬ 
nefs  is  fpoken  of  with  very  high  commendations,  as 
eminent  for  holinefs  :  4  Ifrael  was  holinefs  to  the  Lord, 

4  and  the  firft  fruits  of  his  increafe.’  And  their  love  to 
God  is  fpoken  of  as  diftinguifhed  like  the  love  of  a  bride 
at  her  efpoufals.  The  going  after  God  in  the  wildernefs 
here  fpoken  of,  is  not  the  going  of  the  children  of  Ifrael 
out  of  Egypt  into  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai,  but  their  fol¬ 
lowing  God  through  that  dreadful  wildernefs,  that  the 
congregation  long  wandered  in,  after  they  went  back  from 
Kadefh-Barnea,  [Deut.  viii.  15.]  4  Who  led  thee,  through 
4  the  great  and  terrible  wildernefs,  wherein  were  fiery  fer- 
4  pents  and  fcorpions,  and  drought,  where  there  was  no 
4  water.’  Though  this  generation  had  a  much  greater  trial, 
than  their  fathers  had  before  they  came  to  Kadefh-Barnea, 
yet  they  never  murmured  againft  God  in  any  wife,  as  then* 

fathers 
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fathers  had  done  :  but  their  trials  had  a  contrary  effect 
upon  them,  to  awaken,  convince,  and  humble  them,  and 
fit  them  for  great  mercy.  They  were  awakened  by  the 
awful  judgements  of  God  iniiiftcd  on  their  fathers,  where¬ 
by  their  carcafes  fell  in  the  wiidernefs.  And  God  pour¬ 
ed  out  his  fpirit  with  thole  awakening  providences  to¬ 
wards  their  fathers,  and  their  own  travel  in  the  wiider¬ 
nefs,  and  the  word  preached  to  them  by  Mofes  ;  whereby 
they  were  made  to  fee  the  badnefs  of  their  own  hearts, 
and  were  humbled,  and  at  length  multitudes  of  them 
favingly  converted  ;  [as  Deut.  viii.  2,  3.]  4  And  thou 
4  lhalt  remember  the  way  which  the  Lord  thy  God  led 
4  thee  thele  forty  vears  in  the  wiidernefs,  to  humble  thee 
‘  and  to  prove  thee,  to  know  what  was  in  thine  heart, 
4  whether  thou  wouldlb  keep  his  commandments  or  nod 
And  [ver.  15.]  4  Who  led  thee  through  that  great  and 
4  terrible  wiidernefs,  —  that  he  might  humble  thee,  and 
4  that  he  might  prove  thee,  to  do  thee  good  at  the  latter 
end.’  (u)  And  therefore  it  is  faid,  Hof  xiii.  5.  4  I 

4  did 


(u)  IJrctel  led  through  the  wiidernefs  to  do  them  good ,]  Here  is 
the  great  lecret  of  Divine  Providence.  Infinite  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  is  the  fource  of  all  the  vicifiitudes  and  trials  believers  are  called 
to  experience..  Ifrael  was  led  through  the  wiidernefs,  and  had 
many  bitter  trials  there,  but  it  was  4  to  do  them  good.9 

Obferve,  1.  That  pride  is  natural  to  the  human  heart  ;  and  no 
degree  of  meannefs,  wretchednefs,  or  dependence,  can  exclude  it. 
Like  fome  difgufting  animals,  who  extract  poifon  from  the  moil 
harm! els  vegetables ;  pride  inflates  itfelf  from  circumilances  the 
moft  humiliating.  Would  one  fuppofe  that  a  people,  after  forty 
years  11  avery  at  the  brick  kilns — after  being  treated  as  the  off- 
1  couring  of  the  earth,  and  degraded  to  the  very  lowed  degree — - 

ihould  need  the  thorns  of  the  wiidernefs  to  humble  thern? _ — 

But  fuch  is  man  ! 

2.  1  he  bed  things  are  not  always  the  pleafanteft ;  but  the  mod 
efficacious  medicines  are  often  the  moil  unpalatable.  Ifrael,  as  we 
have  obferved,  met  with  many  painful  and  mortifying  circum- 
lrances  in  the  defert,  but  it  was  to  do  them  good.  Humblino 
providences  are  often  our  great  ell  mercies. 

3.  Mercies  ^  are  doubly  lweet  when  intermingled  with  trials. 
Contrails  produce  great  effects  in  nature  ;  and  it  is  bv  comparifon 
v  it,i  other  objeds  we  form  our  moll  correfl  ideas  ol  the  excellent 
and  beautiful#  So  pain,  and  lickneis  teach  the  value  of  health  and 

cafe  : 
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*  ^  know  thee  in  the  wildernefs,  in  the  land  of  great 
drought.  God  allured  them,  and  brought  them  in  tor 
that  wildernefs,  and  fpake  comfortably  to  them,  as  it  was 
to  retold  that  he  would  do  afterwards.  [Hof.  ii.  14. J 

Thole  teiriole  judgements  that  were  executed  111  the 
congregation  after  their  turning  back  from  Kadefh-Barnea, 
in  the  matte  1  ol  Korah,  and  Peor,  were  chiefly  on  the 
old  generation,  whom  God  confumed  111  the  wildernefs. 
1  hole  rebellions  were  chiefly  among  the  elders  of  the 
congregation,  that  God  had  given  up  to  their  hearts  lull;, 
and  they  walked  in  tlieir  own  counfels,  and  God  was 
gnev ea  with  tlieir  manners  forty  years  in  the  wildernefs. 

Eut  that  this  younger  congregation  were  eminent  for 
piety,  appears  by  ail  their  hiflory.  T  he  former  generation 
were  wicked,  and  were  followed  with  curfes  ;  but  this  was 
holy,  and  wonderful  bleffings  followed  them.  God  did 
great  things  for  them  ;  he  fought  for  them,  and  gave  them 
the  poffefhon  of  Canaan.  And  it  is  God’s  manner,  when 
he  hath  any  fpecial  mercy  to  bellow  on  a  vilible  people, 
fir  ft,  to  fit  them  for,  and  then  to  beftow  it  on  them.  So' 
here,  they  believed  in  God,  and  by  faith  overcame  Sihon 
and  Og,  and  the  giants  of  Canaan  ;  and  are  commended 
for  cleaving  to  the  Lord:  [Join,  xxiii  8.]  Jofhua  fays 
unto  them,  4  Cleave  unto  the  Lord,  as  ye  have  done  unto 
4  this  day.5  And  fo  Ifrael  did  all  the  while  that  genera¬ 
tion  lived.  But  when  Jofhua  and  all  that  generation  were 
dead,  there  arofe  another  that  knew  not  the  Lord.  This 
pious  generation  fhowed  a  laudable  and  fervent  zeal  for 
God  in  feveral  inftanccs  ;  as  on  occafion  of  Achan’s  fin  ; 
but  efpecially  when  they  fufpedled  the  two  tribes  and  a 
half  had  fet  up  an  altar  in  oppofition  to  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering.  There  never  was  any  generation  of  Ifrael 
of  which  fo  much  good  and  fo  little  evil  is  mentioned 

eafe ;  and  to  hunger  and  third:  we  principally  ovre  our  relifli  for 
food.  Therefore  it  is,  that  the  Lord  mingled  the  cup  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  with  a  contrariety  of  ingredients.  Let  us  then  receive  it  thank¬ 
fully,  with  this  confolation,  that  the  fweetnefs  of  our  comforts  will 
remain  when  every  tafte  of  bitternefs  is  loft  and  forgot  for  ever. 

[U.  U.J 
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*3  this.  It  is  farther  obfervable,  that  in  the  time  of  this 
generation  was  the  lecond  general  circumcifion;  whereby 
the  reproach  or  Ilrael  was  fully  rolled  away,  and  they  be¬ 
came  pure  ;  and  when  afterwards  they  were  polluted  by 
Achan,  they  purged  themfelves  again.  [Jofh.  vii.  19 — - 
26.  (w) 

The  men  of  the  former  generation  being  dead,  and 
God  haying  fandlified  this  to  himfelf,  he  folemnly  renew¬ 
ed  his  covenant  with  them,  [Dent*  xxix.j  We  find 
that  fuch  renovations  of  the  covenant  commonly  ac¬ 
companied  any  remarkable  pouring-oiit  of  the  Spirit^ 
which  caufed  a  general  reformation  ;  fo  we  find  it  was 
m  Hezekiah  s  and  Jofiah’s  times.  But  it  is  queftionabie 
whether  there  ever  was  a  time  when  religion  fo  flourifhed 
in  the  Ifraelitifh  church,  as  in  that  generation  ;  and  as,  in 
the  Chriftian  church,  religion  was  in  its  moil  fiourifliing 
circumflances  in  the  day  of  its  efpoufals,  in  the  apoftle’s 
time,  fo  it  feems  to  have  been  with  the  Jewifh  church 
in  the  days  of  its  firfl:  eftablifhment  in  Mofes  and 
Jofhua’s. 

Thus  God  at  this  time  did  glorioiifly  advance  the  work 

°A  redemptions  both  by  his  word  and  Spirito  By  this 

out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  work  of  redemption 

was  promoted,  not  only  as  it  was  in  itfelf  a  glorious  in- 

itance  of  the  application  of  it,  but  as  this  was  what  God 

made  ufe  of  as  a  means  of  eftablifhing  the  church  of 

lirael  at  its  firfl:  beginning,  when  it  was  fettled  in  the 

regular  obfervance  of  God's  ordinances  in  Canaan  :  even 

as  the  .  out-pouring  of  the  fpirit,  in  the  beginning  of  the 

Chriftian  church,  was  a  great  means  God  made  ufe  of 

foi  the  well  eftablifhing  it  in  the  world  in  all  fucceeding: 
apes.  * 


(w  )  They  were  polluted  ly  Achan.]  Obferve  here  the  dan  ere- 
rons  nature  of  fin,  which  not  only  brings  deftrudtion  on  indivi- 
-luals,  hut  on  whole  nations  and  communities ;  and  no  fin  has  pro¬ 
cured  more  awful  confequences  than  this  of  covetoufnefs,  which 
ndeeci,  me  parent  of  moft  others.  Whence  flowed  the  blood 
uat  has  famed  families  encrimfoned  towns— and  deluged  na- 

~  l rom,  th!s  curfed  principle,  which  brings  mifery  on  the 
3oiielfor?  and  ruin  on  all  around  him.  3.] 

C  c  11.  The 
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*  ^le  i^cxt  tiling  I  would  obferve,  was  God’s 
bringing  die  people  of  Ifrael  under  the  hand  of  Jofhua, 
and  fettling  them  in  that  land  where  Chrift  was  to  be 
born,  and  which  was  the  great  type  of  the  heavenly 
Canaan,  which  Chrift  has  purchafed.  This  was  done  by 
Jofhua,  who  was  of  Jofeph’s  pofterity,  and  was  an  emi¬ 
nent  type  of  Clinft,  and  is  therefore  called  4  the  fhepherd, 
‘  the  ftone  °f  Ifrael,’  in  Jacob’s  bleffing  of  Jofeph,  [Gen! 
xlix.  24.]  (x)  Being  fucli  a  type  of  Chrift,  he  bore  the 
name  of  Chrift.  Jofhua  and  Jefus  are  the  fame  name, 
only  the  one  is  Hebrew,  tne  other  Greek  ;  and  therefore, 
m  the  New  Teftament,  which  was  originally  written  in 
Greek,  Jofhua  is  called  Jefus.  [Ads  vii.  45.]  4  Which 
aTo  oui  fatbeis  brought  in  with  Jefus,’  1 .  e.  Jofhua  ; 
[Heb.  iv.  8,]  If  Jefus,  i.  e.  if  JoJJoua  had  given  them  reft, 
*  he  would  not  have  fpoken  of  another  day.’ 

God  wonderfully  poftefted  his  people  of  this  land,  con¬ 
quering  the  former  inhabitants  of  it,  and  the  mighty 
giants,  as  Chrift  conquered  the  devil  :  firft  fubduing  the 
great  kings  of  that  part  of  the  land  that  was  on  the  eas¬ 
tern  fide  of  Jordan,  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites,  and  Og 
king  of  Balkan  ;  and  then  dividing  the  river  Jordan,  as 
before  he  had  done  the  Red  Sea  ;  cauftng  the  walls  of  Je¬ 
richo  to  fail  down  at  the  found  of  the  trumpets  of  the 
priefts  ;  (that  typifying  the  found  of  the  gofpel  by  the 
preaching  of  gofpel  minifters,  and  the  walls  of  the  accur- 
led  city  Jericho,  the  tv  a  11s  of  Satan’s  kingdom  ;)  and  after 
thus  wonderfully  deftroying  the  mighty  hoft  of  the  Amo¬ 
rites  under  the  five  kings,  cauftng  the  fun  and  moon  to 

ftand  ft  ill,  to  help  the  people  againll  their  enemies,  at  the 

/ 

z'  I  1 

(x)  Shepherd,  the  Jr  one  of  IfracL\  i.  e.  From  Jacob  defeended 
Jofeph ;  or  from  the  God  of  Jacob  it  was  that  Jofeph  through 
Divine  Providence  was  fent  into  Egypt,  to  be  a  fhepherd  to  feed 
his  father’s  family,  and  as  a  Hone  to  uphold  and  fupport  it ;  in' 
which  he  was  a  type  of  Chrift,  the  great  and  good  fhepherd  of 
the  flock,  and  the  ftone  that  is  laid  in  Zion,  on  which  the  whole 
fpiritual  Ifrael  of  God  is  built  ;  the  foundation  ftone  on  which 
they  are  laid  and  are  fafe,  and  the  sorner  ftone  which  knits  them 
.Together,  [PI,  cxviii.  22,]— -[Gill  in  loc.J 

pravw 
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prayer  of  the  typical  Jefus  ;  [Jo  f.  x.  12.]  plainly  fignify- 
ingthis,  that  God  would  make  the  whole  courfe  of  nature 
to  be  fubiervient  to  the  affair  of  redemption  ;  fo  that 
every  thing  fhould  yield  to  the  purpofes  of  that  work, 
and  give  place  to  the  welfare  of  God’s  redeemed  people. 

Thus  did  C brill:  fhow  his  great  love  to  his  eledl,  that 
he  would  make  the  courfe  of  nature  to  give  place  to  their 
happinefs  and  profperity  ;  and  Ihowed  that  the  fun  and 
moon,  and  all  things  viable  and  invifible,  were  theirs 
by  his  purchafe.  (y)  At  the  fame  time,  Chrift  fought  as 
the  captain  of  their  hofl,  and  call:  down  great  hailifones 
upon  their  enemies,  by  which  more  were  llain  than  by 
the  fword  of  the  children  of  Ifrael.  And  after  this  he 

gave 


(y  )  All  things  are  ours.]  “  Chriftians,  God  has  created  <?// 
firings  in  the  world  of  nature  with  this  delign,  that  you  Ihould 
derive  fome  benefit  from  them,  as  far  as  they  can  come  within 
your  reach  or  notice,  your  lervice  or  ufe.  He  appointed  all  things 
in  the  couniels  of  his  providence,  to  bear  fome  bieifing  for  you. 
He  has  ordained  all  things  in  his  kingdom  of  grace  for  your  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  there  are  unknown  regions  of  light  and  glory  which 
he  has  provided  tor  you.  His  eledl  were  ever  nearelt  to  his  heart, 
next  to  the  man  Chrilt  Jefus,  next  to  4  his  only  begotten  Son  ;* 
for  they  were  all  4  chofen  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the 
4  world. ’  [Eph.  i.  4.]  Whether  creation  or  providence,  whether 
nature,  grace,  or  glory,  4  all  things  are  for  your  fakes [II.  Cor. 
iv.  15.] 

44  I  would  caution  you  ....  not  to  underhand  it  in  fuch  an  in- 
ci edible  lenle,  as  though  God  made  every  particular  creature  in 
tnc  upper  and  the  lower  worlds,  only  to  give  the  poffelfion  of  them 
to  the  hunts ;  or  that  he  manages  all  his  providential  kingdom, 
?ne /  ely  for  the  iascc  or  his  own  people,  without  any  other  view. 

?  f  the  w  01  ds  into  an  extent  too  large  and  un- 

reafonable  ;  for  there  are  millions  of  creatures,  millions  of  plants 
and  animals  in  earth  and  fea,  that  are  born,  and  grow,  and  live, 
and  die  again,  which  the  faints  of  God  never  faw,  nor  knew,  nor 
fhall  know  ;  nor  can  they  receive  any  immediate  benefit  from 
them.  But  the  meaning  is  this,  that  all  things  whatfoever  the 
iaints  can  or  fhall  have  to  do  within  this  or  other  worlds,  were  in¬ 
tended  to  yield  fome  profit  to  them ;  and  efpecially  while  they 
maintain  their  charader  as  the  children  of  God,  and  walk  as  be¬ 
comes  their  dignity  and  their  profeffion.  In  all  God’s  general 
couniels  of  creation,  and  providence,  and  grace,  he  kept  his  eye 
(as  I  may  lay)  fill  upon  his  faints  ;  he  defigned  their  good  in  ten 
Coi'uand  inftances,  in  his  great  and  glorious  works,  aiid  refolved 
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ga\e  the  people  a  mighty  victory  over  a  yet  greater  army 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  land,  that  were  gathered  to- 

thai  nothing  in  all  his  kingdoms  fliould  interfere  with  their  lall 
and  heft  intereff. 

“  Though  what  he  has  written  down  in.  the  book  of  his  de¬ 
crees,  is  lead  only  at  large  by  his  Son  Jefus  Chriff,  yet  he  has 
written  out  a  iweet  abflradt  of  it  in  the  book  of  his  promifes,  that 
the  faints  on  earth  might  read  and  know  it.  [Rom.  viii.  28.]  4  And 
6  u  e  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God  ;  to  them,  who  are  the  called  according  to  his  pur- 
pofe.’  It  was  tor  their  lakes  the  promifes  were  written,  that 
they  might  not  only  have  a  prelent  relifh  of  divine  blellings,  but 
a,  fweet  foretafte  of  joys  long  to  come. 

u  The  blellings  oi  the  children  of  God  were  numbered  up,  and 
written  down  originally  for  them,  in  the  book  of  God’s  everlafting 
couniels ;  and  in  the  book  of  his  word  has  he  copied  out  of  them  ; 
c  the  blellings  of  heaven  from  above,  and  of  the  deep  from  be* 
c  neath  ;  the  precious  things  brought  forth  by  the  fun,’  and  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  the  moon  ;  4  the  chief  things  of  the  ancient 

*  mountains  ’  on  earth,  fo  far  as  is  needful  for  them  here  ;  4  and 
4  the  precious  things  of  the  everlaffing  hills  ’  of  paradife  here* 
after.  [Deut.  xxxiii.  13,  14.] 

Toes  the  great  Creator  and  Lord  of  all  keep  the  wheels  of 
nature  in  their  fettled  courfes  ?  It  is  for  the  people’s  good  ;  4  The 

*  Lars  in  their  couries  fliall  right  for  lfrael  or  does  he  counter* 
mand  nature  in  any  of  its  motions,  and  bid  the  4  fun  Hand  ftiU  in 
1  Gibeon,  and  the  moon  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon  ? 5  It  is,  that  the 
armies  of  his  people  may  have  long  day-light  to  fubdue  their  ene¬ 
mies.  Hahilones  and  thunder  fhall  break  out  of  the  clouds  to. 
deftroy  the  Canaanites,  when  lfrael  is  at  war  with  them  :  but  if 
lfrael  want  bread  in  the  wildernefs,  the  clouds  fliall  drop  down- 
manna,  and  give  them  bread  from  heaven.”  [Watts’s  Sermons, 
Vol.  iii.  Ser.  38.] 

With  refpedt  to  the  miracle  wrought  by  Jofluia,  we  beg  leave 
to  add,  there  is  no  neceflity,  from  the  text,  to  fuppofe  any  real 
effedl  wrought  on  the  bodies  of  the  fun  or  moon,  nor  perhaps  of 
the  earth  itfelf ;  the  moil  natural  interpretation  feems  to  be,  that 
the  light  of  the  fun,  i\nd  perhaps  alfo  of  the  moon  blended  with 
it,  wras  miraculoufly  protradfed,  not,  it  may  be,  on  the  whole  he- 
mifphere,  but  from  Gibeon  to  Ajalon,  and  on  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
try.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  observation  of  feme  learned  men, 
that  the  Hebrew  words  [ttfptty  and  m>]  are  never  ufed  ffridtly  for 
the  orbs  themfelves  (the  language  having  other  words  for  thefe) 
but  for  the  light  emitted  from  them.  So  that,  in  fadf,  the  light 
might  be  continued  all  night,  and  thus  two  davs  blended  toge- 
{her,  or,  as  the  lbn  of  Sirach  expreiles  it,  [Ecclef.  xlvi.  4.]  6  one 
c  day  as  long  as  two.’  [See  Pike’s  Phil.  Sac.  p.  47.  and  Git.l 
911  Jofii.  x.  13.]  •  [I*  N.J 
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getlier  at  the  waters  of  Merom,  as  the  fand  of  the  fea 
lhore,  [Jofh.  xi.  4.] 

12.  Another  thing  that  God  did  towards  carrying  on 
this  affair,  was  his  actually  fetting  up  his  hated  worfhip 
among  the  people,  as  it  had  been  before  inflituted  in  the 
wildernefs.  This  worfhip  was  appointed  at  Mount 
Sinai,  wholly  in  fubferviency  to  this  great  affair  of  re¬ 
demption.  It  was  to  make  way  for  the  coming  of  Chrift  ; 
and  the  innumerable  ceremonial  obfervances  of  it  were 
typical  of  him  and  his  redemption.  This  worfhip  was 
chiefly  inflituted  at  Mount  Sinai  ;  but  it  was  gradually 
pat  in  pradlice.  It  was  partly  fet  up  in  the  wildernefs, 
where  the  tabernacle  and  its  velTels  were  made  ;  but  there 
were  many  parts  of  this  inflituted  worfhip  that  could 
not  be  obferved  in  the  wildernefs,  by  reafon  of  their  un¬ 
fettled,  itinerant  flate  there  :  and  then  there  were  many 
precepts  that  refpedled  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  their 
cities  and  places  of  habitation  there  ;  which  therefore 
could  not  be  put  in  pradlice,  till  they  came  into  the  land. 
But  now,  when  this  was  brought  to  pafs,  God  fet  up 
his  tabernacle  in  the  midfl  of  his  people,  as  he  had  before 
promifed  them,  [Lev.  xxiv.  11.]  4  I  will  fet  my  taber^ 

6  nacle  amongft  you,’  The  tabernacle  was  fet  up  at 
Shiloh,  [Jofh.  xviii,  1.]  and  the  priefls  and  Levites  had 
their  offices  appointed  them,  and  the  cities  of  refuge  were 
alfo  appointed  ;  and  now  the  people  were  in  condition  to 
obferve  their  feafls  of  the  firfl  fruits,  and  their  feafl  of 
ingathering,  and  to  bring  all  the  tithes  and  offerings  to 
tiiC  Lord  ;  and  moil  parts  of  God’s  worfhip  were  now 

obferved,  though  there  were  fome  things  that  were  not 
till  afterwards. 

13.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  is  God’s 
wonderfully  preferring  the  people,  from  this  time  for¬ 
ward,  when  all  the  males  went  up,  three  times  in  the 
year,  to  the  place  were  the  ark  was.  The  people  of  If. 
rael  were  generally  furrounded  with  enemies,  that  fought 
all  opportunities  to  deftroy,  and  difpoffefs  them  of  their 
lanu  ,  and  till  IDavid  s  time  there  were  great  numbers  in 
the  land  of  the  remains  ot  the  Canaanites,  and  the  other 
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former  inhabitants,  that  were  bitter  enemies  to  the  peopls 
of  Hiael  .  and  thefe  had  from  year  to  year,  three  times 
in  the  year,  a  fair  opportunity  of  over-running  their 
country,  and  getting  polleflion  of  their  cities,  when  all 
the  males  were  gone,  and  only  the  women,  and  thofe  who 
were  not  able  to  go  up,  were  left  behind  1  yet  they  were 
remarkably  preferved  throughout  all  generations  at  fuch 
fe a fons,  agreeable  to  the  promife  that  God  had  made, 
[Exod.  xxxiv.  24.]  4  Neither  fhall  any  man  delire  thy 
iand,  when  thou  fhalt  go  up  to  appear  before  the  Lord 
c  thy  God  thrice  in  the  year.’  So  wonderfully  did  God 
order  affairs,  and  influence  the  hearts  of  their  enemies, 
that  though  they  were  lo  full  of  enmity  againft  Ifrael, 
and  defired  to  difpoiTefs  them  of  their  land,  and  had 
frequently  fo  fair  an  opportunity  ;  yet  we  never  read,  in 
all  their  hiilory,  of  any  of  their  enemies  taking  thefe 
opportunities  againft  them.  1  his  was  lurely  a  wonder¬ 
ful  difpenfation  of  divine  Providence;  to  maintain  and 
promote  tj-od's  great  defign  of  redemption. 

14.  God’s  prefervmg  his  church  and  the  true  religion 
from  being  wholly  extinfl  in  the  frequent  apoftafies  of 
tne  Ifraelites  m  tne  time  or  the  Judges.  How  prone  was 
that  people  to  forfake  the  true  God,  who  had  done  fuch 
wonderful  things  for  them,  and  to  fall  into  idolatry !  And 
how  did  the  the  land,  from  time  to  time,  feem  to  be  aJ~ 
inoft  over-run  with  it !  But  yet  God  never  fuffered  his 
true  wo rfli ip  to  be  totally  rooted  out :  his  tabernacle  flood, 
the  ark  was  preferved,  the  book  of  the  law  was  kept  from 
being  deflroyed,  God’s  priefchood  was  upheld,  and  God 
flill  had  a  church  among  the  people  ;  and  time  after  time, 
when  religion  was  come  to  the  laft  extremity,  then  God 
granted  a  revival,  and  fent  feme  angel,  or  raifed  up 
fomc  eminent  perfon,  to  be  an  inft rumen t  of  their  refor¬ 
mation. 

1 5.  God’s  preferving  that  nation  from  being  deftroved, 
and  delivering  them  from  time  to  time,  although  they  were 
fo  often  fubdued  and  brought  under  the  dominion  of  their 
enemies.  It  is  a  wonder,  not  only  that  the  true  religion 
was  not  wholly  rooted  out,  and  fo  the  church  deftroyed 

that 
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that  way;  but  alfo  that  the  very  nation  in  which  that 
church  was,  was  not  utterly  deftroyed.  One  while  they 
were  fubducd  by  Chufhan-rifhataim  king  of  Mefopota- 
mia,  another  while  under  the  Moabites  ;  they  were  fold 
into  the  hand  of  Jabin  king  of  Canaan  ;  they  were 
brought  under  the  dominion  of  the  Midianites  ;  were 

i 

forely  diftrehed  by  the  children  of  Ammon  ;  and  after¬ 
ward  by  the  Phililtines.  But  yet  God,  in  all  thefe  dan¬ 
gers,  preferved  them  from  being  wholly  overthrown  ;  and 
from  time  to  time,  when  it  was  come  to  extremity,  and 
they  were  upon  the  very  brink  of  ruin,  God  raifed  up  a 
deliverer,  [Deut.  xxxii.  36.]  6  For  the  Lord  fhall  judge 
*  his  people,  and  repent  himfelf  for  his  fervants  ;  when 
4  he  feeth  their  power  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  fhut  up 
4  or  left.’ 


Thefe  remarkable  difpenfations  of  Providence  are  fet 
forth  in  a  lively  and  elegant  manner  in  the  cvith  Pfalm. 

Thefe  deliverers  that  God  raifed  up  from  time  to  time 
were  all  types  of  Chrilt,  the  great  Redeemer  of  his  church  ; 
and  forne  of  them  very  remarkably  fo  ;  as,  particularly, 
Barak,  Jephthah,  Gideon,  Samfon,  in  many  particulars  ; 
efpecially  in  the  adls  of  Samfon,  as  might  be  fhown,  were 
it  not  that  this  would  take  up  too  much  time,  (z) 


(z)  Inhead  of  running  through  the  various  particulars  in 
which  thefe  worthies  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  typified  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  it  may  be  more  ufeful  to  fubjoin  the  following  remarks 
on  typical  characters  in  general : 

1.  In  order  to  conffitute  a  proper  type  it  is  by  no  means  ne- 
cefiary,  that  the  perfon  who  anfwers  this  important  purpofe  fhould 
pofiefs  peifedt  moral  qualities ;  were  this  requifite,  who  ever  was 
worthy  to  reprefent  the  Son  of  God  ?  ....  It  will  follow, 

2.  That  the  companion  is  not  to  be  hated  and  purfued 

through  every  particular  incident  of  the  life,  and  every  feature  of 
the  perfon  typifying . 

3*  Scripture  by  diredt  application,  or  by  fair  unhrained  ana- 
logy,  ought  therefore  to  lead,  to  regulate,  and  to  corredt  all  our 
inquiries  of  this  fort . 

“  4*  •  •  •  •  It  is  of  importance  to  inquire,  whether  or  not  the 
reiemblance  we  mean  to  purfue,  has  a  tendency  to  promote  fome 

moral,  practical,  pious  purpofe.”  [Hunter’s  Sac.  Biogr.  Vol. 
u.  lect.  5.]  43 

16.  It 
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i  6.  It  is  obfeivable,  that  when  Chrift  came  to  manage 
tho  affans  of  his  church  in  this  period,  he  often  appeared 
in  the  lorm  oi  that  nature  that  he  took  upon  him  in  his 
incarnation.  So  he  feems  to  have  appeared  to  Mofes 
from  time  to  time,  and  particularly  at  that  time  when  God 
fpake  to  him  face  to  face,  as  a  man  fpeaketh  to  his  friend, 
and  he  beheld  the  fimilitude  of  the  Lord  [Numb.  xii.  8.] 
after  he  had  befought  him  to  fhow  him  his  glory  ;  which 
was  the  moil  remarkable  vifion  that  ever  he  had  of  Chrift. 
There  was  a  twofold  difcovery  that  Mofes  had  of  Chrift  r 
one  was  fpiritual,  when  he  proclaimed  his  name,  6  The 
Loid,  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuf- 
fering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth,  keeping 
mercy  for  tnoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgref- 
fion  and  fin,  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  ; 
vihting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children, 
and  upon  the  childrens  children,  unto  the  third  and  to 
‘  thc  fourth  generation,’  [Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  &c.]  Another 
was  external ;  which  was  that  which  Mofes  faw,  when 
Chrift  palled  by,  and  put  him  in  a  cleft  of  the  rock, 
and  covered  him  with  his  hand,  fo  that  Mofes  faw  his 
back-parts.  \\  nat  he  faw  was  doubtlefs  the  back-parts 
^  tolorioi  is  human  form,  in  which  Chrift  appeared  to 
him,  and  in  all  likelihood  the  form  of  his  glorified  hu¬ 
man  nature,  m  wnicli  lie  fliould  afterwards  appear.  Ele 
iaw  not  his  face  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  luppofed  that  any 
mail  could  fublift  under  a  fight  of  the  glory  of  Chrift’s 
human  nature  as  it  now  appears. 

So  it  was  an  human  form  m  which  Chrift  appeared  to 
the  feventy  elders,  [Exod.  xxiv.  9 — 11.]  4  Then  went 
up  Moles  and  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  and  feventy 
4  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael.  And  they  faw  the  God  of  If- 
4  rael  :  and  there  was  under  his  feet,  as  it  were  a  paved 
J  work  of  a  fapphire-ftone,  and  as  it  were  the  bodv  of 
*  heaven  m  his  clearnefs.  And  upon  the  nobles  of  the 
4  children  of  Ifrael  he  laid  not  his  hand  :  alfo  they 
‘  law  God,  and  did  eat  and  drink.’  So  Chrift  appeared 
afterwards  to  Jofhua  in  the  form  of  the  human  nature, 
[joih,  v.  13,  1 4 .  j  4  And  it  came  to  pafs  wlieh  Jofhua 
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'  was  by  Jericho,  he  lift  tip  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and  be- 
‘  hold,  there  flood  a  man  over  a  era  in  it  him,  with  a  l'vvord 
drawn  in  his  hand  :  and  Jolhua  went  unto  him,  and 
laid  unto  him,  Art  thou  tor  us,  or  for  our  adverfaries  ? 

*  And  lie  laid,-  Nay,  but  as  captain  of  the  hoft  of  the 
c  Lord  am  I  now  corned  And  lo  he  appeared  to  Gideon, 
[Judg.  vi.  ii,  &c,j  and  lo  alio  to  Manoah,  [chap,  xiih 
17 — 21.]  Here  Chrift  appeared  to  Manoah  in  a  repre- 
fentation  both  of  his  incarnation  and  death  ;  of  his  in¬ 
carnation,  in  that  he  appeared  in  a  human  form,;  and  of 
Ins  death  and  bufferings,  reprefented  by  his  afcending  up 
m  the  flame  of  the  facrifice  ;  intimating  thereby,  that  he 
was  to  be  the  great  lacrifice,  that  mull  be  offered  up  to 
God  for  a  fweet  favour,  in  fire  of  his  wrath,  as  that  kid 
was  burned  and  afeended  up  in  the  flame.  Chrift  thus 
appeared,  time  after  time,  in  the  form  of  that  nature  he 
Was  afterwards  to  aftume,  becaufe  he  now  came  on  the  fame 
defign,  and  to  carry  on  the  fame  work,  that  he  was  to 
imilh  in  that  nature*  (a)  Another  thing  I  would  men¬ 
tion, 

.  ;  A)  Christ  appeared  in  the  human  fdrmh]  Having  repeatedly 
intimated  an  intention  of  conlidering  thele  appearances  in  a  col¬ 
lected  view,  we  lhali  now  attempt  it.  But  to  fave  repetition,  we 
mu  ft  beg  the  reader  to  review  our  author’s  obfervations  on  the  Di¬ 
vine  appearance  to  Jacob,  (p.  157)  and  to  Mofes,  (p.  167)  as 
v  ell  as  thofe  mentioned  under  this  head,  and  then  he  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  accompany  us  in  the  following  remarks ; 

I<  divine  Perfon  who  appears,  is  frequently  called  by  the 
auguft  names  oi  Jehovah  and  Elobim,  Lord  and  God.  This  is  parti¬ 
cularly  obleryable  in  the  appearances  to  Jacob  and  Mofes ;  we  {hall 
only  mftarice  in  the  former.  We  are  told,  [Gen.  xxxii.  24,  &c.] 
Jacob  v\  as  left  aione,  and  there  wre filed  a  man  with  him  until 
the  bieaking  of  the  day;’  whatever  is  the  meaning  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  c  ire  urn  fiance,  it  is  certain  that  Jacob  was  aware  of 
ms  vihtor,  by  his  lb  earneftly  entreating  his  blelfing,  but  more 
specially  by  his  calling  the  name  of  that  place  Penuel  (/.  e .  the 
iace  of  God)  becaufe  he  had  i  feen  God  face  to  faced  Jacob 
leems  to  advert  to  this  circumftance  in  the  laft  ftage  of  his  life, 
or,  blefling  the  fons  of  Jofeph,  he  fays,  4  The  angel  that  re- 
•  deemed  me  blefs  the  lads.’  But  moft  remarkable  is  a  palfacre 
n  the  Prophet  Hofea,  [ch.  xii.  4.]  relating  to  this  circumftance. 
He  had  power  over  the  angel,  and  prevailed  ft  this  refers  to  his 
vrdthng,  wmch  was  doubtlefs  a  fymbolical  adtion  :  4  He  went, 
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tion,  is  the  beginning  of  the  fucceffion  of  prophets,  and 

eredling 

€  and  made  fupplication  unto  him  when  he  would  not  let  him  go 
without  a  ble fling ;  4  He  found  him  in  Bethel ;  there  he  fpake 
c  with  us.  Even  the  Lord  God  [  Jehovah  JElohim ]  of  hofts ;  the 
4  Lord  [  Jehovah ]  is  his  memorial  i.  e,  the  name  by  which  he 
will  be  known.  [See  Owen  on  the  Hebrews,  Vol.  1.  p.  n8.J 
And  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  perion  appearing  in  moil  of  thefe 
vifions  feems  to  be  called  promifcuoufly  both  the  Lord  and  the 
angel  of  the  Lord. 

2.  The  manner  in  which  tins  angel  fpeaks  is  very  obfervable, 
and  fuch  as  no  created  being  ought  to  aflfume.  The  angel  that 
appeared  to  Hagar  fa  id,  4  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  exceedingly 
[Gen.  xvi.  io.]  To  Abraham,  4  Thou  haft  not  withheld  thy  fon 
4  from  me [Gen.  xxii.  12.]  And  to  Mofes,  [Exod.  iii.  4.]  4  I 

*  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ilaac,  and  Jacob,’  &c. 

3.  The  perion  thus  appearing  receives  divine  honours- — 4  Pat 
4  the  (hoes  from  off  thy  feet,’  faid  he  to  Mofes  and  Jofhua,  4  for 

*  the  place  whereon  thou  ftandeft  is  holy  ground.’  The  latter, 
we  are  expreftly  told,  did  worjlnp  the  captain  of  the  Lord’s  hoft. 
[See  Dr.  AUix ,  Judgement  of  the  Jewifh  Church,  p.  234.  and 
Bp.  Patrick  on  Jofli.  v.  14,  15,]  Though  we  do  not  conceive, 
(as  feme  have  done)  that  Gideon’s  prefent  was  a  facrifice,  yet  the 
reafon  of  the  angel  refilling  a  facrifice  from  Manoah  is  very  lin¬ 
gular,  and  pertinent  to  our  point ;  viz.  that  Manoah  knew  him 
not.  [Judges  xiii.  16.] 

4.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  God  has  fo  repeatedly  revealed 
himfelf  as  a  jealous  God,  and  declared  that  he  will  not  give  his 
glory  to  another.  [Exod.  xx.  5.  Ifa.  xlii.  8.]  It  therefore  fol¬ 
lows, 

5.  That  this  could  not  be  a  created  angeL — -In  the  angelic  ap¬ 
pearances  in  the  New  Teftament  we  find  no  fuch  language  ;  none 
of  the  names  of  God  are  applied  to  them,  nor  do  they  alfume 
any  of  his  prerogatives ;  and  when  the  apoftle  John  offered  to 
worlhip  one  of  thefe,  though,  it  is  probable,  he  did  not  intend 
fupreme  adoration,  yet  the  angel  refufed  and  forbad  him.  [Rev. 
xix.  10.]  Or  if  wre  luppofe  the  apoftle  meant  to  adore  him,  it 
mu  ft  be  on  a  fuppolition,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  which,- 
if  it  could  be  proved,  would  very  much  ftrengtheii  our  hypo- 
thefts. 

Nor,  6.  By  the  angel  of  the  Lord  muft  we  underftand  any 
mere  external  form  in  which  the  Deity  reftded,  and  fpake  as  a 
cloud  or  flame,  &c.  hecaufe  he  is  called  4  the  captain  of  ialvation/ 
and  generally  appeared  in  a  human  form. 

Neither,  7.  Muft  we  underftand  God  the  Father  himfelf,  for 
our  Lord  exprefily  tells  the  Jews,  that  they  had  not  at  any  time 

either  6  heard  his  voice,  or  feen  his  fhapeP  [John  v.  37.]  And 

hecaufe 
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creeling  a  fchool  of  the  prophets,  in  Samuel’s  time.  There 
was  fomething  of  this  fpirit  of  prophecy  in  Ifrael  after 

Mofes, 

beeaufe  the  fcriptures  never  reprefent  the  Father  in  any  delegated 
or  inferior  character. 

But,  8.  Thefe  reprefentations  perfectly  agree  with  the  account 
given  in  fcripture  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  called  the  4  angel 
4  ot  the  covenant,’  [Mai.  iii.  1.  in  the  Hebrew,]  and  perhaps  the 
4  angel  of  God's  prefence.’  [Ifa.  lxiii.  9.] 

9.  It  appears  that  of  the  patriarchs  and  others  to  whom  this 
angel  appeared,  fome  knew  him  immediately  to  be  God  himfelf, 
and  in  general  all  were  convinced  of  it  after  he  was  departed, 
hence  many  of  them  faid,  4  we  Ihail  die,  for  we  have  feen  God.’ 

10.  This  was  the  univerfal  opinion  of  the  Chriflian  fathers,  as 
has  been  fliewn  at  large  by  Bp.  Bull,  Dr.  Waterland,  and  others  ; 
a  fingle  paifage  therefore  full  to  our  purpofe  Ihail  fuffice.  u  It  was 
Chrill  who  defcended  into  communion  with  men,  from  Adam  unto 
the  patriarchs  and  prophets  in  vi lions,  dreams  and  appearances  or 
reprefentations  of  himfelf,  inflrudling  them  in  his  future  condition 
from  the  beginning  :  and  God  who  converfed  with  men  on  earth 
was  no  other  than  the  Word  who  was  to  be  made  Befit.  ”  [Ter- 
tullian,  See  Owen  on  the  Heb.  Vol.  1.  p.  121,] 

11.  Even  fome  ol  the  moft  eminent  Jewifh  writers  have  made 
confeffions  to  this  purpofe.  So  Rab.  M,  N.  Gerundensis 
ot  the  13th  century,  “  This  angel,  if  we  fpeak  exactly,  is  the 
angel  the  redeemer,  concerning  whom  it  is  written  4  my  name  is 
4  in  him,’  that  angel  who  faid  to  Jacob,  4  I  am  the  God  of  Be* 

4  thel,”  Sec.  [Owen  on  the  Heb,  Vol.  i.  p.  122.] 

12.  Moil  of  thefe  remarks,  as  they  go  to  prove  that  thefe  ap¬ 
pearances  were  ot  the  Son  of  God,  they  no  lefs  prove  the  divinity 
of  his  perfon  and  character ;  which  is  the  principal  reafon  of  our 
infilling  lo  largely  on  this  fubjedt, 

13.  We  are  not  however  from  any  of  thefe  proportions  to  infer 
that  in  all  the  inftances  of  God’s  fpeaking  under  the  Old  Tefla- 
ment,  the  Son  only,  as  diflinguifhed  from  the  Father,  was  intended  ; 
this  notion  would  involve  almofl  as  great  difficulties  as  the  oppofite 
one  of  their  being  a  created  angel,  as  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing  remarkable  text,  [Exod.  xxiii.  20,  21.]  4  Behold,  I  fend  an  am 
6  gel  before  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  the  way,  and  to  bring  thee  into 
4  the  place  which  I  have  prepared.  Beware  of  him,  and  obey  his 
4  voice  ;  provoke  him  not ;  for  he  will  not  pardon  your  tranfgref- 

lions ;  for  my  name  is  in  him.’  Thefe  are  evidently  the  words  of 
the  Father  promifing  that  the  angel  of  the  covenant  fliould  go  be¬ 
fore  to  be  the  guide  of  Ifrael;  in  which  we  cannot  but  obferve 

that  this  angel  has  the  peculiar  attributes  and  prerogative?  of  Deify 
afcribed  to  him,  °  * 

r  J4»  To  this  it  may  be  objected,  (from  Exod,  xxxiii,  2—4,) 

I  hat  when  God  promifed  to  fend  an  angel  before  them,  the  Lord 

D  4  ^  threatened 
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Mofcs,  before  Samuel.  Jofhua  and  many  of  the  judges 
3]ad  a  degree  of  it.  Deborah  was  a  prophetefs :  and 
fome  of  the  high  priefts  were  infpifed  with  this  fpirit ; 
pai ticuiatly  Eh  .  and  that  fpace  of  time  was  not  wholly 
without  inftances  of  thofe  that  were  fet  apart  of  God  es¬ 
pecially  to  tnis  office,  and  lo  were  called  prophets.  Such 
an  one  we  read  of,  [Judg,  vi;  8.]  4  The  Lord  fent  a  pro- 
pnct  unto  the  children  or  Ifrael,  which  faid  unto  them/ 
8cc.  Such  an  one  he  fee  ms  to  have  been  that  we  read  of, 

1  I.  Sam.  ii.  27.J  4  And  there  came  a  man  of  God  to  Eli/ 
Ac. 

But  there  was  no  fuch  order  of  men  upheld  in  Ifrael 
for  any  conftancy,  before  Samuel  ;  the  want  of  it  is  ta- 
Jven  notice  of  [I.  Sam.  iii.  1.]  4  And  the  word  of  the 
Lord  was  precious  in  thofe  days  ;  there  was  no  open 
*  vifion.  (b)  But  in  Samuel  there  was  begun  a  fuccef- 

fiOll 

1  •<«. 


threatened  that  he  would  not  go  up  himfelf,  on  which  occafion  the 
peopie  mourned  :  but  the  Jewifli  doctors  will  furnifli  us  with  an 
eafy  folution  of  this  difficulty;  for  Aben  Ezra  obferves,  [See 
Odl  in  loc,]  that  this  \yas  not  the  angel  promifed  before,  (chap, 
xxiii.)  but  an  inferior  one,  which  the  Lord  threatened  to  fend 
with  them  inftead  of  the  former ;  though  afterwards  he  relented 
and  promifed  his  own  prefence,  which  teems  to  be  the  fame  as  in¬ 
tended  in  Ifaiah  by  the  4  angel  of  his  prefence.’  So  Rab.  Mena- 
£hem  faith,  4ta  I  his  angel  is  not  the  angel  of  the  covenant,  of 
whom  he  lpake  in  the  time  of  favourable  acceptance,  4  My  pre- 
c  fence  lhali  go  for  now  the  holy  bleffed  God  had  taken  away 
bis  diyine  prefence  from  among  them,  and  would  have  led  them  by 
the  hand  of  another  angel.”  [A inf.  in  Ex.  xxxii.  34,] 

15.  I  pon  the  whole,  whenever  we  read  of  a  divine  appearance 
under  the  Old  Feflament,  in  which  a  human  or  angelic  form  was 
exhibited,  or  fome  delegated  and  inferior  character  fuftained,  and 
yet  combined  with  fome  circumftances  that  forbid  our  underiland- 
ing  it  of  a  were  angel,  we  may  fafely  interpret  it  of  the  Son  of 
Oof  who  thus  anticipated  his  future  humiliation,  and  4  whofe  de- 
4  lights  from  the  beginning  were  with  the  fons  of  men.’  [G.  E.] 
(b)  The  word  of  the  Lord  was  precious  in  thofe  days. ]  44  That 
is,  a  word  from  the  Lord  in  a  dream  or  vifion  directing,  informing, 
jijllnifting,  or  reproving,  this  was  very  rarely  had  ;  of  late  there 
had  been  but  very  few  inftances,  and  which  accounts  for  it,  why 
not  only  the  child  Samuel  knew  not  it  was  the  voice  of  the  Lord  that 
called  to  him,  but  Eli  himfelf  thought  nothing  of  it  until  he  had 
galled  a  third  ticne,  fo  rare  and  fcarce  was  any  in  dance  pf  this  kind 
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■fion  of  prophets,  that  was  maintained  continually  from 
that  time,  at  lead:  with  very  little  interruption,  till  the 
ipirit  of  prophecy  ceafed,  about  Malachi’s  time  :  and 
therefore  Samuel  is  fpoken  of  in  the  New  T  eilament  as 
the  beginning  of  the  fucceffion  of  prophets,  [Adis  iii.  24.] 
‘  And  all  the  prophets  from  Samuel,  and  thole  that  follow 
1  after,  as  many  have  lpoken,  have  foretold  of  thefe  days.’ 
After  Samuel  was  Nathan,  and  Gad,  and  Iddo,  and  He- 
man,  and  Afaph,  and  others.  And  in  the  latter  end  of 
Solomon’s  reign,  we  read  of  Ahijah  ;  and  in  Jeroboam 
and  Rehoboam’s  time  we  read  of  prophets  ;  and  fo  con¬ 
tinually  one  prophet  fucceeded  another,  till  the  captivity. 
We  read  of  prophets  as  being  a  conflant  order  of  men 
upheld  in  the  land  in  thole  days  :  and  in  the  time  of 
the  captivity  there  were  Ezekiel  and  Daniel  ;  and  after 
the  captivity  there  were  Zechariah,  Idaggai,  and  Malachi. 

And  becaufe  God  intended  a  conflant  fucceffion  of 
prophets  from  Samuel’s  time,  therefore  now  was  begun  a 
fchool  of  the  prophets  ;  that  is,  a  fchool  of  young  men, 
that  were  trained  up  under  fome  great  prophet,  who 
was  their  mailer  and  teacher  in  the  fludy  of  divine  things, 
and  the  practice  of  hoiinefs,  to  fit  them  for  this  office,  as 
God  fhould  call  them  to  it.  Thole  young  men  that  be¬ 
longed  to  thefe  fchools,  were  called  the  foils  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  ;  and  oftentimes  they  are  called  prophets.  Thefe 
at  fir  ft  were  under  the  tuition  of  Samuel.  [Sam.  xix.  20.] 


•  .  .  and  as  every  thing  that  is  fcarce  and  rare,  is  generally  precious, 
fo  the  word  of  God  in  this  way  alfo  was ;  and  fo  it  is  considered  in 
every  view  of  it,  as  the  written  word  of  God  :  when  there  was 
but  little  of  it  penned,  as  at  this  time,  and  few  or  none  to  teach 
and  in  fir  uft  in  it,  Eli  being  old  and  his  fons  fo  vile  ;  or  when  it  is 
forbidden  to  be  read  or  the  copies  of  it  deflroyed  and  become 
fcarce,  as  it  was  in  the  times  of  Diode  fan  ;  or  wheu  there  are  but 
very  few  faithful  evangelical  miniflers  of  the  word  ;  which  though 
it  is  always  precious  to  them  that  have  precious  faith  in  it,  the 
promifes  of  it  being  exceeding  great  and  precious,  and  the  truths 
of  it  more  precious  than  fine  gold,  and  the  grand  fubjedt  of  it,  a 
precious  Saviour,  who  is  fo  in  his  perfon,  offices,  blood,  righteouf- 
Pefs  aifd  faciifice  :  yet  it  is  generally  more  precious  when  there  is 
a  fcarcity  oi  it,  when  God  makes  a  man,  a  gofpcl  minifler,  more 
precious  than  line  gold.  (See  Ifa,  xiii.  12.)  "  [Gill  in  loc.] 

‘  And  ( 
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Aac*.  v v  Lien  they  faw  the  company  of  prophets  prophew 

*  lying,  and  Samuel  handing  as  appointed  over  them/ 
The  company  of  the  prophets  that  we  read  of  I.  Sam. 

5-  were  tlle  fame.  Afterwards  we  read  of  their  being 
under  Elijah.  ialifha  was  one  of  his  fons  ;  but  he  delired 
to  nave  a  double  portion  of  his  ipint,  as  his  fuccelfor,  as 
xhs  fin i  Dorn  .  as  the  eldc ft  foil  was  wont  to  have  a  double 
portion  of  the  eitate  or  his  father  ;  and  therefore  the 
otner  ions  ot  the  prophets,  when  they  perceived  that  the 
fpirit  of  Elijah  relied  on  Elifha,  fubmitted  themfelves  to 
him,  and  owned  him  for  their  mailer,  as  they  had  done 
Elijah  before  ;  [II,  Kings  ii.  15.]  4  And  when  the  foils 
of  the  prophets  which  were  to  view  at  Jericho,  faw 

*  him,  they  faid,  the  fpir.it  of  Elijah  doth  reft  on  Elifha, 
4  And  they  bowed  themfelves  to  the  ground  before  him/ 
[See  alfo  II.  Kings  iv.  38.  ] 

In  Elijah  s  and  Ehfha*s  time,  there  were  feveral  places 
where  there  reftded  companies  of  thefe  fons  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  ;  as  there  was  one  at  Bethel,  another  at  Jericho, 
and  another  at  Gilgal,  unlefs  that  at  Gilgal  and  Jericho 
were  the  fame  ;  and  poftiblv  that  which  is  called  the  col¬ 
lege,  where  the  prophetefs  Huldah  relided,  was  another  at 
je  Filial  era  ;  [fee  II.  Kings  xxii,  14.]  It  is  there  faid  of 
Huldah  the  prophetefs,  that  4  fhe  dwelt  in  Jerufalem,  in 
4  the  college/  (c)  They  had  houfes  built,  where  they 
tiled  to  dwell  together;  and  therefore  thofe  at  Jericho  be¬ 
ing  multiplied,  and  finding  their  houfe  too  little  for  them, 
defired  leave  of  their  mailer  Elifha,  that  they  might  go 
and  hew  timber  to  build  a  larger:  [II.  Kings  vi.  1,  2.] 
At  feme  times  there  were  numbers  of  thefe  fons  of  the 
prophets  in  Ifrael  ;  for  when  Jezebel  cutoff  the  prophets 
of  the  Lord,  it  is  faid  that  Ohadiah  took  an  hundred  of 
them,  and  hid  them  by  fifty  in  a  cave,  [1.  Kings  xviih  4.] 
Thefe  fchools  of  the  prophets  being  let  up  by  Samuel, 
and  afterwards  kept  up  by  fuch  prophets  as  Elijah  and 


(c)  Huldah-  dwelt  in  the  college.]  u  In  the  college  of  the 
prophets ;  in  the  houfe  of  inftruftion,  as  the  Targum  ;  thefehool 
where  the  young  prophets  were  inftru&ed  and  trained  up/*— 
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Ellina,  mu  ft  be  of  divine  appointment;  and  accordingly 
we  find,  that  thofe  fons  of  the  prophets  were  often  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  degree  of  infpiration,  while  they  continued 
under  tuition  in  the  fchools  of  the  prophets  ;  and  God 
commonly,  when  he  called  any  prophet  to  the  conftant 
exercife  of  the  prophetical  office,  and  to  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  fervice,  took  them  out  of  thefe  fchools  ; — though, 
not  univerfaily.  Hence  the  prophet  Amos,  fpeaking  of  his 
being  called  to  the  prophetical  office,  fays,  that  he  was 
one  that  had  mi  been  educated  in  the  fchools  of  the  pro¬ 
phets,  and  was  not  one  of  the  fons  of  the  prophets. 
[Amos  vii.  14,  15.]  But  Amos’s  taking  notice  of  it  as 
remarkable,  that  he  Ihould  be  called  to  be  a  prophet  that 
had  not  been  educated  at  the  fchools  of  the  prophets, 
fltows  that  it  was  God’s  ordinary  manner  to  take  his  pro¬ 
phets  out  of  thefe  fchools  ;  for  therein  he  did  but  blefs 
his  own  inflitutiom 

Now  this  remarkable  difpenfation  of  Providence,  viz, 
God's  beginning  a  conflant  fucceffion  of  prophets  in 
Samuel’s  time,  that  was  to  lafl  for  many  ages  ;  and  to 
that  end,  eftabiiftiing  a  fchool  of  the  prophets  under 
Samuel,  thenceforward  to  be  continued  in  Ifrael,  was 
m  order  to  promote  that  great  affair  of  redemption 
which  we  are  upon.  For  the  main  bufinefs  of  this  fucceff 
fionof  prophets  was  to  foreffiow  Chrift,  and  the  glorious 
redemption  that  he  was  to  accompliffi,  and  fc  prepare  the 
way  for  his  coming;  [Afts  iii.  18.  — 24.— x.  43.] 

As  I  obferved  before,  [See  p.  82.]  the  Old  Teftamen* 
time  was  like  a  time  of  night,  wherein  the  church  was 
not  wholly  without  light,  but  had  not  the  light  of  the 
fun  dire&Iy,  but  as  refected  from  the  Pars.  Now  thefe 
prophets  were  the  Pars  that  rePeded  the  light  of  the  fun ; 
and  accordingly  they  fpoke  abundantly  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
appears  by  what  we  have  of  their  prophecies  in  writing. 
And  they  made  it  very  much  their  bufinefs,  when  they 
Pudicd  in  their  fchools  or  colleges,  and  elfewhere,  to 
fearcli  out  the  work  of  redemption  ;  agreeable  to  what 
the  apoPle  Peter  fays  of  them,  [I.  Pet.  i,  10,  1  i/j  £  Of 
*  which  falvation  the  prophets  have  inquired,  and  fearch- 
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‘  cd  diligently,  who  prophefied  of  the  grace  that  fhoukf 
'  come  unto  you  ;  fearching  what,  or  what  manner  of 
‘  time  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  that  was  in  them  did  fignify, 
‘  when  it  teftified  beforehand  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift, 
‘  and  the  glory  that  fhould  follow.  ’  (d)  We  are  told* 
that  the  church  of  the  Redeemer  Is  4  built  on  the  founda- 
‘  tion  of  the  prophets  and  apoftles,  himfelf  beiny  the 
*  chief  corner-ftone,’  [Eph.  ii.  20.] 

This  was  the  firft  thing  of  the  nature  that 'ever  was 


done  in  the  world  ;  and  it  was  a  great  thing  that  God  did 
towards  farther  advancing  this  great  building  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  There  had  been  before  occafional  prophecies  of 
Chrift,  as  was  fhown  ;  but  now  the  time  drawing  nearer 
when  the  Redeemer  fhould  come,  it  pleafed  God  to  ap¬ 
point  a  certain  order  of  men,  in  conftant  fucceffion, 
whofe  main  hufmefs  it  fhould  be,  to  forefhow  Chrift  and 
his  redemption,  and  as  his  forerunners  to  prepare  the  way 
for  his  coming ;  and  God  eftablifhed  fchools,  wherein 
multitudes  were  inftrufted  and  trained  up  to  that  end. 
[Rev.  xix.  10.]  4  I  am  thy  fellow  fervant,  and  of  thy  bre- 
4  thren  that  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  ;  for  the  tefti- 
4  mony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy.’  §  V. 


(d)  Of  which  filiation  the  prophets  have  inquired ’, 

This  pafTage  prefents  us  with  the  following  important  truths  : 

1.  That  the  fpirit  which  infpired  the  antient  prophets  was  the 
fpirit  of  Chrift ;  an  irrefragable  argument  of  his  pre-exiftence' 
and  divinity. 

2.  That  as  Chrift  was  the  author,  fo  was  he  the  grand  fubjedt 
of  their  predictions  ;  the  alpha  and  omega  of  the  Bible,  4  The 
4  teftimony  of  Jefus  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,’  or,  as  fome  invert 
the  words,  4  The  fpirit  of  prophecy  is  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  f 
[fo  Doddridge  and  Bp.  Hurd.  ]  4  To  him  give  all  the  prophets 
4  witnefs,’  [A£ts  x.  43.]  4  both  as  to  his  fufferings  and  the  glory 
«  that  fhould  follow.’ 

3.  That  the  prophets  had  only  a  partial  acquaintance  with  the 
meaning  of  their  own  predictions.  It  was  not  necefiary,  nor  in- 
many  cafes  expedient,  that  they  fhould  fully  comprehend  them, 
efpccially  as  to  the  time  of  their  accomplifhment. 

4.  That  they  eiteemed  the  fubjedt  worthy  their  inquiry  ar^d  ar¬ 

dent  ftudy :  4  Prophets  and  Kings  deiired  ’  to  fee  and  hear  the 
things  revealed  to  us,  [Luke  x.  24.]  How  highly  then  fhould 
we  efteem — how  deeply  venerate — how  ineftimably  prize  thefe 
difcoveries !  c  Blefted  are  our  eyes,  if  they  fee — and  our  ears,  if 
4  they  fuitably  attend  to  them..’  [J.  N.] 


[  207  ] 


§.  V  .  Fi  om  David  to  the  Babylomfh  captivity* 

I  COME  now  to  the  fifth  period  of  the  times  of  the 


Old  Teftament,  beginning  with  David,  and  extending  to 
the  Babylonifh  captivity  ;  and  would  now  proceed  to  fhow 


how  the  work  of  redemption  was  therein  carried  om 


And  here., 

The  firft  tiling  to  be  taken  notice  of,  is  God’s  anoint¬ 
ing  that  perfon  who  was  to  be  the  anceftor  of  Chrift,  to 
be  king  over  his  people.  The  difpenfations  of  Providence 
which  have  been  taken  notice  of  through  the  laft  period, 
from  Moles  to  this  time,  refpedt  the  nation ,  but  now  the 
f  crip  tu  re-  hi  fto r y  leads  us  to  cpnfider  God’s  providence 
towards  that  particular  perfon  whence  Chrift  was  to  pro** 
ceed,  viz.  David,  It  pleafed  God  at  this  time  remarkably 
to  feleft  out  this  perfon  from  ajl  the  thoufands  of  Ifrael, 
and  to  put  a  moil  honourable  mark  of  diftin&ion  upon 
him,  by  anointing  him  to  be  king  over  his  people.  It 
was  only  God  that  could  find  him  out.  His  father’s 
Iioufe  is  fpoken  of  as  being  little  in  Ilrael,  and  he  was  the 
youngeft  of  all  the  fons  of  hjs  father,  and  was  leaf!  ex~ 
peeled  to  be  the  man  that  God  had  chofen,  by  SamuclfrE) 
God  had  before,  jn  the  former  ages  of  the  world,  remar¬ 
kably  diftinguifhed  the  perfons  from  whom  Chrift  was  to 
come;  as  Seth,  Noah,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  The 
laft  mffrnce  of  this  was  in  Jacob’s  bleffing  his  fon  Judah; 
ipnlds  we  reckon  Nahfhon’s  advancement  in  the  wilder-^ 
nefs  to  be  the  head  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  [Numb.  i.  7.] 
But  this  diftinftion  in  the  perfon  of  David  was  very  ho- 

(e)  David  the  leaf  likely  to  he  God's  chofen.']  “  God  feeth  not 
'  t t  Samuel  was  fent  to  choofe  a  king  among  the  fons 

ot  Jelw,  [I  Sam.  xvi.  6.]  When  he  faw  Eliab,  he  faid,  6  Surely 
the  Lord  s  anointed  is  before  him;’  but  the  Lord  faid  to  Sa; 


[Watts’s  Sermons,  Vol,  i.  Ser.  7.] 


E  e 


pourable ; 
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nourable  :  for  It  was  God’s  anointing  him  to  be  king  over 
his  people.  And  thereby  was  fomething  farther  denoted 
than  in  the  anointing  of  Saul.  God  anointed  Saul  to  be 
king  perfonally  ;  but  God  intended  fomething  farther  by 
fending  Samuel  to  anoint  David,  viz.  to  eftablkh  the 
crown  of  Ilrael  in  him  and  in  his  family,  as  long  as  If- 
rael  continued  to  be  a  kingdom  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but 
what  was  infinitely  more,  eftahlifhing  the  crown  of  his. 
univerfal  church,  his  Ipirituai  Ifrael,  in  his  feed ,  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  and  throughout  eternity. 

1  his  was  a  great  difpenfation  of  God,  and  a  great  ftep 
taken  towards  a  farther  advancing  of  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  according  as  the  time  drew  near  wherein  Chrifl  was 
to  come.  David,  as  he  was  the  anceftor  of  Chrifl,  fo  he 
was  the  greateil  perfo.nal  type  of  Chrift  under  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament.  i  he  types  of  Chrifl  w7ere  of  three  forts ;  inflituted, 
providential,  and  perfonah  (f)  The  ordinance  of  facri- 
keing  was  the  greateil.  of  the  hiflituted  types  ;  the  redemp¬ 
tion  out  ot  Egypt  was  the  greateil  of  the  providential ;  and 
David  tlie  greateil  of  the  pcrfonal  ones.  Hence  Chrift  Is 
pften  called  David  in  the  prophecies  of  feripture  ,  TEzek. 
xxxiv.  23,  24.]  4  And  I  will  fet  up  one  ihepherd  over 
*  them,  and  he  fhall  feed  them,  even  my  fervant  David  ; 
4  my  fervant  David  a  prince  among  them  and  fo  in 
many  other  places  :  and  he  is  very  often  fpoken  of  as 
the  feed  or  fon  of  David. 

David  being  the  anceftor  and  great  type  of  Chrift,  his 
being  folemnly  anointed  by  God  to  be  king  over  his  peo¬ 
ple,  that  the  kingdom  of  his  church  might  be  continued 


(f)  The  types  of  Chrift  of  three  forts.']  So  Dr.  Owen  diftin- 
guifhes  types  into,  1.  fuch  as  were  direbtly  appointed  for  that 
end,  (which  oar  author  calls  inflituted)  as  the  facrifices ;  2.  fuch 
as  had  only  a  providential  ordination  to  that  end,  as  the  flory  of 
Jacob  and  Efau ;  and,  3.  things  that  fell  out  of  old,  fo  as  to  il- 
luftrate  prefent  things  from  a  fimilitude  between  them,  as  the 
allegory  of  Hagar  and  Sarah.  Others  diftinguilh  them  into  real 
and  perfonal ;  by  the  former,  intending  the  tabernacle,  temples, 
and  religious  inflitutions ;  and  under  the  latter,  including  what 
our  author  calls  providential  and  perfonal  types.  [Mather  on  the 
Types,  p.  63.] — Thefe  latter  we  have  noticed  as  they  occurred, 
and  the  former  will  be  confidered  in  a  proper  place.  [N.  V.] 

"  ’  . . ;  '  *  ” ''  "  ~  in 
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in  his  family  for  ever,  may  in  fome  refpe&s  be  looked  on 
as  an  anointing  of  Chrift  himfelf.  Chrift  was  as  it  were 
anointed  in  him  ;  and  therefore  Chrift’s  anointing  and 
David’s  anointing  are  fpoken  of  under  one  in  fcripturc9 
[Pfal.  Ixxxix.  20.]  4  I  have  found  David  my  fervant  ; 
4  with  my  holy  oil  have  I  anointed  him.’  And  David’s 
throne  and  Cli  rift's  are  fpoken  of  as  one:  [Luke  h  3  2.] 
And  the  Lord  fhall  give  him  the  throne  of  his  father 
David.’  [Ads  ii.  30.]  4  David— knowing  that  God 
4  had  fworn  with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his 
‘  loins?  according  to  the  flefli,  he  would  raife  up  Chrift 
4  to  fit  on  his  throned 

Thus  God’s  beginning  of  the  kingdom  of  his  church 
in  the  lioufe  of  David,  was,  a  new  eftablifhing  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift  ;  the  beginning  of  it  in  a  ftate  of  fucli 
Viability  as  it  thenceforward  continued  in.  It  was  God’s 
planting  the  root,  whence  that  branch  of  righteoufnefs 
was  afterwards  to  fprmg  up,  which  wras  to  be  the  everlaft- 
ing  xing  of  Ins  church  •  and  therefore  this  everlafting 
king  is  called  the  branch  from  the  ftem  of  Jeffe.  [If.  xi, 
I*J  And  there  fhall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  ftem  of 
‘  and  a  branch  final]  grow  out  of  his  roots.’  (g) 

[Jer.  xxiii.  5.]  Behold,  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord, 
tnat  I  will  raiie  up  unto  David  a  righteous  branch,  and 


(g)  a  rt>d  from  the  ftem  of  Jesse*]  In  the  preceding  chapte 
‘the  prophet  had  deferibed  the  Afiyrian  army  under  the  ima* 
of  a  mighty  foreft  .  *  4  cut  down  to  the  ground,  by  the  ax  weildec 
by  the  hand  of  fome  powerful  and  illuftrious  agent :  in  obpofitior 
to  tins  image  he  reprefents  the  great  perfon,  who  makes  the  fub 
jec  o  this  c  nap  ter,  as  a  flenoer  twig*  fhooting  out  from  the 

run  .  0i  i111  |  tlee’  Cllt  down,  lopped  to  the  very  root,  and  de- 
cayed  ;  which  tender  plant,  fo  weak  in  appearance,  fliould  never- 
thelefs  become  fruitful  and  profpen  .....  We  have  here  a  re- 
mai  a  e  inftance  ot  that  method  fo  common  with  the  prophets, 
and  particularly  with  Ifaiah,  of  taking  occafion  from  the  mention 
f  re/reat  t,eiyPoral  deliverance,  to  launch  out  into  the  difpiav 

fukhtf-fplritU,al  dellvfrance  of  God’s  PeoPle  by  Ae  Meffiah;  fot 
id  tin,  prophecy  relates  to  the  Meffiah,  we  have  the  exprefs/au- 

ftftft,  0t.nS-‘  Pn  ’  RT‘  XV-  I2‘”  L°wtm  in  Ifa.  xi.  i. 

Aft  lo‘dftp  adds  apaflage  from  Kimcht,  who  ajfo  applies -this 

be  Wn  •  p  kAahVaS  “ft1'  eminent  Rabbis  have  done,  as  may 
be  ieen  in  Poll  byn.  Cnt.  in  loc.]  '  1 

£  e  2  *  a  king 
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n.  king  (hall  reign  and  profper.’  [Chap,  xxxiii.  15.] 
In  thole  days,  and  at  that  time,  I  will  caufe  the  branch 
‘  of  righteoufnefs  to  grow  up  unto  David,  and  he  lhall 
‘  execute  judgement  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  land,’  So 
Chrill,  in  the  New  Teftament,  is  called  the  root  and  off- 
fpring  of  David,  [R  ev.  xxii.  1  6.] 

It  is  oblervaole,  that  God  anointed  David  after  Saul 
to  reign  in  his  room.  He  took  away  the  crown  from 
him,  who  was  higher  in  ftature  than  any  of  his  people, 
and  was  in  their  eyes  fitted:  to  bear  rule,  to  give  it  to 
David,  who  was  low  of  flature,  and  in  comparifon,  of 
defpicable  appearance  :  lo  God  was  pleafed  to  fhow  how 
Chrift,  who  appeared  without  form  or  comelinefs,  and 
tvas  def piled  and  rejected  of  men,  fhould  take  the  king¬ 
dom  from  the  great  ones  of  the  earth.  And  alfo  it  is 
obfervable,  that  David  was  the  youngeft  of  Jefte’s  ions, 
as  Jacob  the  younger  brother  fupplanted  Efau,  and  got 
birthright  and  blelling  from  him  :  and  as  Pharez,  bro¬ 
ther  of  Chrift’s  anceilor,  fupplanted  Zarah  in  his  birth  ; 
and  as  Ifaac,  another  of  the  anceflors  of  Chrift,  call  out 
his  elder  brother  Ifhmael ;  thus  was  that  frequent  faying  of 
Chrift  fulfilled,  4  The  lad:  fhall  be  firfl,  and  the  firfl  lad.’ 

2.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  God’s  pre- 
ferving  David’s  life,  by  a  feries  of  wonderful  providences 
till  Saul’s  death.  I  have  above  taken  notice  of  the  won¬ 
derful  prefervation  of  other  anceflors  of  Chrift;  as  Noah, 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  ;  and  have  obferved  how,  in 
that  Chrift  the  great  Redeemer  was  to  proceed  from  them, 
that  in  their  prefervation,  the  work  of  redemption  itfelf 
inay  be  looked  upon  as  preferved  from  being  defeated, 
and  the  whole  church,  which  is  redeemed  through  him, 
from  being  overthrown.  But  the  prefervation  of  David 
was  not  lefs  remarkable  than  that  of  any  others  already 
taken  notice  of.  How  often  was  there  but  a  ftep  between 
him  and  death.  The  firfl:  inftance  of  it  we  have  in  his 
encountering  a  lion  and  a  bear,  (ir)  which,  without  mi¬ 
raculous 

(h)  His  encountering  a  lion  and  a  bear.]  Or— u  a  lion  or 
1  a  bearp  the  meaning  can  only  bey  that  at  different  times  they 

would 
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raculous  affiffance.  could  at  once  have  rent  this  young 
{tripling  in  pieces,  as  eaiily  as  they  could  the  lamb  which 
he  delivered  from  them  :  fo  afterwards  the  root  and  ofi~- 
ipring  of  David  was  preferred  from  the  roaring  lion  that 
goes  about  Peeking  whom  he  may  devour  ;  who  was  con¬ 
quered,  and  the  fouls  of  men  refcued  as  lambs  out  of 
the  mouth  of  this  lion.  Another  remarkable  deliverance 
was  from  that  mighty  giant  Goliath,  who  was  ftrong 
enough  to  have  given  his  flefh  to  the  beaits  of  the  .field, 
and  to  the  fowls  of  the  air,  as  he  threatened  :  but  God 
preferved  David  and  gave  him  the  victory,  fo  that  he  cut 
off  his  head  with  his  own  fword.  Chriff  flew  the  fpiri- 
trial  Goliath  with  his  own  weapon,  the  crofs,  and  fo  de¬ 
livered  his  people.  And  ho\V  remarkably  did  God  pre¬ 
serve  him  from  being  {lain  by  Saul,  when  he  firfl  fought 
his  life,  by  giving  his  daughaer  to  be  a  fnare  to  him,  that 
the  hand  of  the  Philiftines  might  be  upon  him  :  and  after¬ 
wards,  when  Saul  fpake  to  Jonathan,  and  to  all  his  fer- 
vants,  to  kill  him  ;  alfo  in  inclining  Jonathan,  inflead  of 
murdering,  to  love  him  as  his  own  foul,  and  to  be  a  great 
inftrument  or  his  prefervation,  even  at  thd  hazard  of  his 
own  life,  though  one  would  have  thought  that  none  would 
have  been  more  willing  to  have  David  killed  than  Jonathan, 
feeing  that  he  was  competitor  with  him  for  the  crown. 
Again  the  Lord  wonderfully  preferved  him,  when  Saul  threw 
a  javelin  to  finite  him  to  the  wall  ;  and  when  he  lent  mef- 
lengers  to  his  houfe,  to  watch  for  and  to  kill  him,  when 
JVlichal,  Saul’s  daughter,  let  him  down  through  a  window; 
likewife  when  he  afterwards  fent  meffengers  once  and 
again,  to  Naioth  in  Ramah,  to  take  him,  and  they  were 
remarkably  prevented  by  being  leized  with  miraculous 
impreffions  of  the  fpirit  of  God;  and  even  when  Saul,  be¬ 
ing  refolute  in  the  affair,  went  himfclf,  he  alfo  was  among 
the  prophets.  Again  after  this,  how  wonderfully  was 
David  t>  Life  preferved  at  Gath  among  the  Philiffmcs, 
when  he  went  to  Achiih,  the  king  of  Gath,  and  was 

would  co rue  and  take  a  lamb,  a  lion  at  one  time,  and  a  bear  at 
another.”  [Gill  in  L  Sam-  xvih  3 4 . ] 

there 
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there  in  the  hands  of  the  Philiftines,  who,  one  would 
have  thought,  would  have  difpatched  him  at  once,  he 
having  fo  much  provoked  them  by  his  exploits  again* 
them.  How  wonderfully  did  God  deliver  him  at  Kei- 
lah,  when  he  had  entered  into  a  fenced  town,  where 
Saul  thought  he  was  fure  of  him  !- — When  he  purlued 
and  hunted  him  in  the  mountains  ;  when  the  army 
encompaffed  him  in  the  wildernefs  of  Adaon  ! — How  was 
lie  delivered  in  the  cave  of  Engedi,  when  inftead  of  Saul’s 
killing  David,  God  delivered  Saul  into  his  hands  in  the  cave, 
and  cut  off  his  fkirt,  and  might  as  eafily  have  cut  off  his 
head  ;  and  afterwards  alfo  in  the  wildernefs  of  Ziph  ;  and 
again  a  fecond  time  in  the  land  of  the  Philiftines,  though 
David  had  conquered  them  at  Keilah,  fince  he  was  laft 
among  them!  which,  one  would  think,  would  have  been 
fufficlent  warning  to  them  not  to  truft  him,  or  let  him 
efcape  a  fecond  time  ;  but  yet  now,  God  wonderfully 
turned  their  hearts  to  him  to  befriend  and  protect,  in- 
ftegd  of  deftroying  him. 

Thus  was  the  precious  feed  that  virtually  contained  the 
Redeemer,  and  all  the  bleffmgs  of  his  redemption,  won¬ 
derfully  preferred,  when  hell  and  earth  were  confpired 
again  ft  it  to  deftroy  it.  How  often  does  David  hhnfelf 
take  notice  of  this,  with  praife  and  admiration,  in  the 
book  of  Pfalnis  ? 

3.  About  this  time,  the  written  word  of  God,  was 
enlarged  by  Samuel.  I  have  before  obferved,  that  the 
canon  of  lcripture  was  begun,  and  the  firft  written  word 
of  God  was  given  to  the  church  about  MoHs’s  time  : 
and  many,  and  I  know  not  but  moil  divines,  think  it  was 
added  to  by  Jofliua,  and  that  lie  wrote  the  laft  chapter 
of  Deuteronomy,  and  moft  of  the  book  of  Jofliua.  (1) 

Others 


(1)  Joshua  wrote  moft  of  the  hook  of  Joshua.]  u  This  book 
bears  the  name  of  Jofliua,  either  becaufe  it  is  concerning  him,  his 
aftions  and  exploits  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  or  becaufe  it  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  him,  or  both  ;  though  fome  aferibe  it  to  Ezra,  and  others 
to  Tfaiah  :  but  it  muft  have  been  written  before  the  times  of  Ahab, 
as  appears  from  I.  Kings  xvi.  34.  and  even  before  the  times  of 
David,  as  is  clear  from  chap.  xv.  69.  compared  with  II.  Sam.  v.  6. 

for‘ 
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Others  think  that  Jofhua,  Judges,  Ruth,  and  part  of  the 
fir  ft  book  of  Samuel,  were  written  by  Samuel.  However 
that  was,  this  we  have  good  evidence  of,  that  Samuel 
made  an  addition  to  the  canon  of  feripture  ;  for  he  is 
manifeftly  mentioned  in  the  New  Teftament,  as  one  of 
the  prophets  whole  writings  we  have  in  the  feriptures, 
[  A<fts  iii.  24.]  4  Yea  and  all  the  prophets  from  Samuel, 

4  and  thofe  that  follow  after,  as  many  as  have  fpoken ,  have 
4  like  wife  foretold  of  thefe  days.’  By  that  expreffion, 

4  as  many  as  have  fpoken,’  cannot  be  meant,  as  many  as 
have  fpoken  by  word  of  mouth  ;  for  every  prophet  did 
that :  but  the  meaning  muft  be,  as  many  as  have  fpoken 
by  writing,  fo  that  what  they  have  fpoken  has  come  down 
to  us. 

And  the  way  that  Samuel  fpoke  of  thefe  times -  of 
Chrift  and  the  gofpel,  wTas  by  giving  the  hiftory  of  the 
things  that  typified  and  pointed  to  them,  particularly  thofe 
concerning  David.  The  Spirit  of  God  moved  him  to 
commit  thofe  things  to  writing,  chiefly  for  that  reafon, 
and,  as  was  faid  before,  this  was  the  main  buftnefs  of  all 
that  fucceftlon  of  prophets,  that  began  in  Samuel. 

*  / 

for  though  mention  is  made  in  it  of  the  mountains  of  Judah  and  of 
Ifrael,  from  whence  fome  have  concluded,  that  the  writer  muft 
have  lived  after  the  times  of  Rehoboam,  in  whofe  days  the  king¬ 
dom  was  divided;  yet  we  find  the  diftin&ion  of  Ifrael  and  Judah 
took  place  before,  even  in  the  times  of  David  and  Afaph,  [Pfalm 
Ixxvi.  1.]  It  is  moll  likely  that  this  book  was  written  by  Jofhua 
himfelf,  as  the  Jews  in  their  Talmud  aftert ;  and,  indeed,  who 
more  fit  for  it  than  himfelf?  And  if  written  or  put  together  by 
another,  it  is  moft  probable  that  it  was  taken  out  of  his  diary,  an¬ 
nals,  or  memoirs  :  and  though  there  are  fome  things  recorded-  in 
it  which  were  done  after  his  death,  thefe  might  be  inferted  un¬ 
der  a  divine  direction  and  influence  by  Eleazar,  or  Phinehas,  or 
Samuel  .  .  .  .  juft  as  Jofhua  is  fuppofed  to  add  iome  verfes  con¬ 
cerning  Mofes  at  the  end  of  the  Pentateuch  ;  however,  be  it  wrote 
by  whom  it  may,  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made  of  the  divine  infpi- 
ration  and  authenticity  of  it  by  us  Chriftians,  fince  fome  hifton'es 
recorded  in  it  are  taken  from  it,  or  referred  to  in  Heb.  xi.  30,  31. 
and  the  promife  made  to  Jofhua  is  quoted,  and  applied  to  every 
believer,  chap.  xiii.  and  the  apoftle  James  refers  to  the  cafe  of 
Rahab,  her  character  and  conduct  in  it,5*  [Jam.  ii.  24] — [Gill’s 
Comment.]  3  L 


That 
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That  Samuel  added  to  the  canon  of  the  fcriptures  feeins 
farther  to  appear  from  I.  Chron.  xxix.  29.  ‘  Now  the 
adts  ot  David  the  king^  firll  and  laft,  behold,  they  are 
4  written  in  the  book  of  Samuel  the  leer.’ 

Whether  the  book  of  Jofhua  was  written  by  Samuel 
or  not,  yet  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  divines,  that  the 
books  of  judges,  and  Ruth,  and  part  of  the  fir  ft  book  of 
Samuel,  were  penned  by  him.  (k)  The  book  of  Ruth 
was  penned  for  that  reafon,  becaufe  though  it  feemed  to 

treat 


(k)  Samuel  wrote  the  booh  of  Judges,  Ruth,  and  fart  of 
J.  Samuel.]  FhebookofJuDGEs — 44  This  book  is  called  judges, 
becaufe  it  treats  principally  of  the  great  things  done  by  thofe  il- 
luftrious  perlons  who  were  railed  up  by  God,  upon  ipecial  occa- 
lions,  after  the  death  of  Jofhua  till  the  time  of  making  a  King,  to 
judge,  that  is,  to  rule  the  people  of  Ifrael,  and  to  deliver  them 
from  their  oppreftions. 

44  It  is  but  conjectured  who  was  the  writer  of  it ;  fome  think  *' 
Ezra  y  but  it  is  more  probable  the  prophet  Samuel,  who  was  the 
laft  of  the  judges,  and  by  the  direction  of  God  brought  down 
their  hiftory  unto  his  own  days ;  when  they  defired  a  king  to  be 
fet  over  them.  The  Talmudifts  (in  Bava  Bathra,  cap.  1.)  are  of 
this  opinion  ;  which  Kimchi,  Abarbinel,  and  other  great  authors 
follow.  And  indeed  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that  he  who  wrote 
the  Conclulion  of  the  book  of  Jofhua,  was  the  writer  of  this 
book  alio  ;  in  the  lecoiul  chapter  of  which  he  inierts  part  of  that 
which  is  written  there.  Certain  it  is,  it  was  written -before  Da¬ 
vid’s  reign  ;  for  the  jebulites  were  pollefled  of  Jerufalem,  when 
this  author  lived,  [ver.  21.  of  this  firft  chapter]  who  were  driven 
out  of  it  by  David,  [II.  Sam.  v.  6.]  and  therefore  this  book  was 
written  before.”  [Bp.  Patrick^  Comment.] 

The  book  of  Ruth — u  This  book  is  a  kind  of  appendix  to  the 
book  of  Judges,  and  a  manudu&ion  to  the  book  of  Samuel ;  and 
there  fitly  placed  between  them.  It  hath  its  title  from  the  perfon 
whofe  ftory  is  here  principally  related,  which  indeed  is  wonderful. 

u  It  is  very  probable,  the  lame  perfon  who  wrote  the  book  of 
Judges,  was  the  author  of  this  alfo,  viz.  Samuel ;  who,  by  add*; 
mg  this  to  the  end  of  that  book,  brought  down  the  hiftory  unto 
his  own  times  ;  and  gave  us  withal  the  genealogy  of  David  from 
Pharez,  the  fen  of  Judah,  that  it  might  evidently  appear,  Chrift 
fprang  out  of  that  tribe,  according  to  Jacob’s  prophecy,  [Gen. 
xlix.  10.]  but  by  a  Gentile  woman  (that  all  nations  might  hope 
in  his  mercy)  full  of  faith,  and  of  earneft  defire  to  enter  into 
that  family  ;  which  made  her  defpife  the  pride  of  her  own  na¬ 
tion,  and  chule  to  live  deftftcably  among  the  people  of  God.” 

[Ibid. ] 
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treat  of  private  affairs,  yet  the  perfons  chiefly  fpoken  of 
in  it  were  of  the  family  whence  David  and  Chrift  pro¬ 
ceeded,  and  fo  pointed  to  what  the  apoftle  Peter  obferved 
of  Samuel  and  the  other  prophets,  in  the  iiid  chapter  of 
Acte.  Thefe  additions  to  the  canon  of  fcripture,  the 
great  and  main  inftrument  of  the  application  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  are  to  be  confidered  as  a  farther  continuation  of  that 
work,  and  an  addition  made  to  that  great  building. 

4.  Another  thing  God  did  towards  this  work,  at  that 
time,  was  his  infpiring  David  to  fhow  forth  Chrift  and  his 
redemption,  in  divine  longs  ;  which  fhould  be  for  the  life 
of  the  church,  in  public  worfhip,  throughout  all  ages.  Da¬ 
vid  was  himfelf  endued  with  the  fpirit  of  prophecy.  [Afte 
ii.  26,  30.]  4  Let  me  freely  fpeak  to  you  of  the  patriarch 

*  David,  that  he  is  both  dead  and  buried,  and  his  fepulchre 
6  is  with  us  unto  this  day  :  therefore  being  a  prophet ,  and 
‘  knowing  that  God  had  fworn  with  an  oath,5  &c,  So 
that  herein  he  was  a  type  of  Chrift,  that  he  was  both  a  pro¬ 
phet  and  a  king.  The  oil  that  was  ufed  in  anointing  Da¬ 
vid  was  a  type  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  the  type  and  the 
antetype  were  given  together  ;  [I.  Sam.  xvi.  13,]  6  Then 

*  Samuel  took  the  horn  of  oil,  and  anointed  him  in  the 
4  midft  of  his  brethren  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came 

*  upon  David  from  day  forward.5 

One  way  that  this  Spirit  influenced  him  was,  by  infpj- 
1  mg  him  to  fhow  forth  Chrift,  and  the  glorious  things  of 
hii  redemption,  in  divine  fongs,  fweetly  expreffing  the 
breathings  of  a  pious  foul,  full  of  admiration  of  the  glori¬ 
ous  things  of  the  Redeemer,  inflamed  with  divine  love, 
and  ele\  ated  with  praile  ;  and  therefore  he  is  called  the 
fweet  pfalmiji  of  IfraeL  [II.  Sam.  xxiii.  1.]  *  Now  thefe 

*  be  the  laft  words  of  David  ;  David  the  fon  of  Jeffe  faid, 


The  first  book  of  Samuel — This  book  ,  .  ,  has  the  name 

of  Samuel,  becauie  it  contains  the  hiftory  of  his  life  and  times  * 

and  therefore  the  Jews  fay  it  was  written  by  him  $  and  as  it  may 

well  enough  be  thought  to  be  to  the  end  of  the  xxivth  chanter  ; 

and  the  reft  might  be  written  by  Nathan  and  Gad,  [I.  Chron. 

*X1X*  2,9‘^as  aifo  the  following  book  that  bears  his  name/5— 
[ Gill  s  Comment.] 
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and  the  man  who  was  railed  up  on  high,  the  anointed 
*  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  the  fweet  pjalmijl  of  Ifraeld 
The  main  fubje&s  of  thefe  fweet  fongs  were  the  glorious 
things  of  the  gofpel  ;  as  is  evident  by  the  interpretation 
given  and  the  ufe  made  of  them  in  the  New  Teftament  : 
for  there  is  no  one  book  of  the  Old  Teftament  that  is  fo 
often  quoted  in  the  New,  as  the  book  of  Pfalms.  (l) 
joyfully  did  this  holy  man  ling  of  tlrofe  great  things  of 
Chrift’s  redemption,  that  had  been  the  hope  and  expec¬ 
tation  of  God’s  church  and  people  from  the  beginning, 
and  as  joyfully  did  others  follow  him  in  it  ;  viz.  Afaph, 
Heman,  Ethan,  and  others  ;  for  the  book  of  Pfalms  was 
not  all  penned  by  David,  though  the  greater  part  of  it 
was.  Hereby  the  canon  of  fcripture  was  farther  increafed, 
and  an  excellent  portion  of  divine  writ  added  to  it. 

This  was  a  great  advancement  that  God  made  in  this 
building  ;  and  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  which  had  been 
gradually  brightening  ever  fince  the  fall,  was  now  exceed- 
ingly  increafed  by  it ;  for  whereas  before  there  was  but 
here  and  there  a  prophecy  given  of  Chrift  in  feveral  ages, 
now  David,  in  a  variety  of  fongs,  fpeaks  of  his  incarna¬ 
tion,  life,  death,  refurreclion,  afcenfton  into  heaven, 
latisfaH'on,  and  interceffion  :  his  prophetical,  kingly, 
and  prieftly  office  ;  his  glorious  benefits  in  this  life  and 
that  which  is  to  come  ;  his  union  with  the  church,  and 
the  bleffednefs  of  the  church  in  him  ;  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles,  the  future  glory  of  the  church  near  the  end  of 
the  WQild,  and  Chrift  coming  to  the  final  judgement. 
All  thefe  things,  and  many  more,  concerning  Chrift  and 
his  redemption,  are  abundantly  fpoken  of  in  the  book  of 
Pfalms. 

This  was  alfo  a  glorious  advancement  of  the  affair  of 
redemption,  as  God  hereby  gave  his  church  a  book  of 
divine  fongs  for  their  ufe  in  that  part  of  their  public  wor- 
fhip,  viz.  finging  his  praifes,  throughout  all  ages  to  the 

(A  The  Psalms  often  quoted  in  the  New  Teftament* ]  About 
eighty  times '  in  the' whole,  and  the' greater  part  of  thole  quota¬ 
tions  is  applied  to  Chrift  and  the  things  of- the  gofpel.  [J.  N.] 


end 
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end  of  the  world.  It  is  manifeft  the  book  of  Pfalnis 
Vvas  given  of  God  for  this  end.  It  was  ufed  in  the  church 
of  Ilrael  by  God’s  appointment;  as  appeal's  lay  the  title  of 
many  of  them,  in  which  they  are  in  (bribed  ‘  to  the  chief 
mufician,’  i.  c.  to  the  man  that  was  appointed  to  be  the 
leader  of  divine  fongs  in  the  temple,  in  the  public  worlhip 
of  Ifrael.  So  David  is  called  the  fweet  pfalmift  of  Ifrael, 
becaufe  he  penned  pfalms  for  the  tile  of  the  church  of 
Ifrael ;  and  accordingly  we  have  an  account  that  they 
tvere  fung  in  the  church  for  that  end  ages  after  David  was 
dead  ;  -[II.  Chron.  xxix.  30.]  ‘  Moreover  Hezekiah  the 
‘  king,  and  the  ptinces,  commanded  the  Levites  to  fin'1 
‘  prailes  unto  the  Lord,  with  the  words  of  David,  and  of 
8  Alaph  the  feer.’  And  we  find  that  the  fame  were  ap¬ 
pointed  in  the  New  Teftament  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  the 
Chriftian  church,  in  their  'worlhip  :  [Ephef.  v.  19.] 

‘  Speaking  to  yourfelves  in  pfalms,  hymns,  and  fpiritual 

*  ^ongs-  [Col.  in.  16.]  ‘  Admonifhing  one  another  Iti 

*  Pfalms,  hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs.’  And  fo  they  have 
been,  and  will,  to  the  end  of  the  World,  be  ufed  in  the 
church  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  God.  The  people  of 
God  befoie  this  were  wont  to  worlhip  him  by  finging  loncs 
to  his  praife  ;  as  they  did  at  the  Red  Sea  ;  and  they  had 
Mohs  s  long,  JDeuteronomy  xxxri.]  committed  to  then! 
for  that  end  ;  and  Deborah,  and  Barak,  and  Han¬ 
nah,  fung  praifes  to  God  :  but  now  firft  did  God  com¬ 
mit  to  his  church  a  book  of  divine  fongs  for  their  con- 
Rant  ufe. 

5.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  is  God’s 
aftually  exalting  David  to  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  oppolition  made  td  it;  God  was  de¬ 
termined  to  do  it,  and  he  made  every  thing  give  place 
that  Hood  in  the  way  of  if.  He  removed  Saul  artd  his 
ions  out  of  the  way  ;  and  firft  fet  David  over  the  tribe 
cf  Judah  ;  and  then,  having  removed  Ifhb’oflieth  fet 
him  over  all  Ifrael.  Thus  did  God  fulfil  his  word  to 
David.  lie  took  him  from  the  lheep-cote,  arid  made  him 
king  over  h.s  people  Ifrael,  [Pfalm  Ixxviii.  70,71.1 
And  now  the  throne  of  Ifrael  was  eftablilhed  in  that  fa- 
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mi!y  in  which  it  was  to  continue  for  ever,  even  for  ever 
and  ever. 

6.  Now  God  firft  chafe  a  particular  city  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Ifrael  to  place  his  name  in  it,  There  is  feveral 
times  mention  made  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  of  the  children 
oflfrael’s  bringing  their  oblations  to  the  place  which  God 
fhould  chufe  ;  [as  in  Deut.  xii.  5 — 7,  and  other  places ;] 
but  God  had  never  proceeded  to  do  it  till  now.  The  ta¬ 
bernacle  and  ark  were  never  fixed,  but  removed  fometimes 
to  one  place  and  fometimes  to  another.  The  city  of  Je- 
rufalem  was  never  thoroughly  conquered,  or  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Jebuiites,  till  David’s  time.  It  is 
laid  in  Jofhua  [xv.  63.]  4  As  for  the  Jebuiites,  the  in- 
6  habitants  of  Jerufalem,  the  children  of  Judah  could  not 

*  drive  them  out  :  but  the  Jebuiites  dwell  with  the  chil- 

*  dren  of  Judah  at  Jerufalem  unto  this  day/  But  now 
David  wholly  fubdued  it,  [II.  Sam.  v.J  and  God  chofe 
that  city  to  place  his  name  there,  as  appears  by  David’s 
bringing  up  the  ark  thither  foon  after  •  and  therefore  this 
is  mentioned  afterwards,  as  the  iirft  time  God  chofe  a  city 
to  place  his  name  therein.  [II.  Chron.  vi.  3.  6.  and  chap, 
xii.  13.]  Afterwards  God  fhowed  David  the  very  place 
where  he  would  have  his  temple  built,  viz.  in  the  tlirefh- 
ing-door  of  Araimah  the  Jebuiite. 

The  city  of  Jerufalem  is  therefore  called  the  holy  city ; 
and  it  was  the  greateft  type  of  the  church  of  Chrift  in  all 
the  Old  Tcftament.  It  was  redeemed  by  David,  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  hofts  of  Ifrael,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Jebu¬ 
iites,  to  be  God’s  city,  the  holy  place  of  his  reft  for  ever, 
where  he  would  dwell ;  as  Chrift,  the  captain  of  his  peo¬ 
ple’s  falvation,  redeems  his  church  out  of  the  hands  of 
devils,  to  be  his  holy  and  beloved  city.  And  therefore 
how  often  does  the  fcripture,  when  fpeaking  of  Chrift  s 
redemption  of  his  church,  call  it  by  the  names  of  Zion 
raid  Jerufalem  ?  This  was  the  city  that  God  had  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  the  place  of  the  fir  ft  gathering  of  converts 
after  Chrift’s  refurre&ion,  of  that  remarkable  effufton  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  on  the  apoftles  and  primitive  Chriftians,- 
and  the  place  whence  the  gofpel  was  to  found  forth  into 

all  the  world  ;  the  place  of  the  firft  Chriftian  church, 

that 
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that  was  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  mother  of  all  other  churches 
through  the  world;  agreeable  to  that  prophecy,  [If.  ij. 
3,  4.]  4  Out  of  Zion  (hall  go  forth  the  law,  and  the  word 
‘  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem  ;  and  he  lhall  judge  among 
4  the  nations,  and  lhall' rebuke  many  people/  &c. 

Thus  God  chofe  Mount  Sion,  whence  the  gofpel  was 
to  be  publilhed,  as  the  law  had  been  from  Mount  Sinai. 

7.  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  here,  is  God's  fo- 
iemnly  renewing  the  covenant  of  grace  with  David,  and 
promifing  that  the  Meffiah  Ihould  be  of  his  feed.  We 
have  an  account  of  it  in  the  viith  chapter  of  the  fecond 
book  of  Samuel.  It  was  on  occalion  of  the  thoughts 
David  entertained  of  building  God  an  houle,  that  God 
feat  Nathan  the  prophet  to  him,  with  the  glorious  pro- 
mifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  It  is  eipecially  con¬ 
tained  in  thefe  words,  [ver.  16.]  4  And  thy  houfe  and  thy 
4  kingdom  fhali  be  eflablilhed  for  ever  before  thee  ;  thy 
4  throne  lhall  be  eflablilhed  for  ever.'  Which  promife 
has  refpedl  to  Chrifl,  the  feed  of  David,  and  is  fulfilled  in 
him  only  ;  for  the  kingdom  of  David  has  long  lince 
ceafed,  any  otherwife  than  as  it  is  upheld  in  Chrifl.  The 
temporal  kingdom  of  the  houfe  of  David  has  now  ceafed 
for  a  great  many  ages  ;  even  more  than  ever  it  flood. 

That  this  covenant  that  God  now  eflablilhed  with  Da¬ 
vid  by  Nathan  the  prophet,  was  the  covenant  of  grace,  is 
evident  by  the  plain  teflimony  of  fcripture,  in  If.  Iv.  1 — *3. 
There  we  have  Chrifl  inviting  finners  to  come  to  the 
waters,  5tc.  And  in  the  third  verfe,  he  fays,  4  Incline 
4  your  ear,  come  unto  me  ;  hear,  and  your  fouls  fhali 
4  live  ;  and  I  will  make  with  vou  an  everlailing  cove- 
4  nant,  even  the  fare  mercies  of  David.’  Here  Chrifl  of¬ 
fers  to  convinced  finners,  an  interefl  in  the  fame  ever- 
failing  covenant  that  he  made  with  David,  conveying  to 
them  the  fame  fure  mercies.  But  what  is  that  covenant 
that  finners  obtain  an  interefl  in,  when  they  come  to 
Chrifl,  but  the  covenant  of  grace  ? 

This  was  the  fifth  folemn  ratification  of  the  Covenant 
of  grace  with  the  church  after  the  fall.  The  firfl  was 
with  Adam  ;  the  fecond  with  Noah  ;  the  third  with  the 
patriarchs,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob;  the  fourth  was  in 

the 
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the  wildernefs  by  Mofes,  and  now  the  fifth  is  this  made 

•  to  David. 

I  his  eftahlifhment  of  the  covenant  of  grace  with  Da¬ 
vid,  he  always  efteemed  the  greateft  favour  of  God  tc 
him,  the  greateft  honour  that  God  had  conferred  upon 
him  ;  lie  prized  and  rejoiced  in  it  above  all  the  other 
bicffings  of  his  reign.  You  may  fee  how  joyfully  and 
thankfully  he  received  it,  when  Nathan  came  to  him"  with 
the  glorious  meflage,  in  II.  Sam.  vii.  iS,  &c.  And  fa 
David,  in  his  laft  words,  declares  this  to  be  all  his  falva- 
tion,  and  all  his  defire  ;  [II.  Sam.  xxiii.  5.]  ‘  He  hath 

maue  with  me  an  everlafting  covenant,  ordered  in  all 

things  and  luie  :  for  this  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my 

*  deli  ref  (m) 

8.  It  was  by  David  that  God  firft  gave  his  people  If- 
tael  the  poffellion  of  the  whole  promoted  land.  I  have 
before  ffiown,  how  God’s  giving  the  paffeffion  of  the 
promifed  land  belonged  to  the  covenant  of  grace.  This 
was  done  in  a  great  meafure  by  Jofhua,  but  not  fully. 
Jofhua  did  not  wholly  fubdue  that  part  of  the  promifed 
land  that  was  fliictly  called  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  that 
was  divided  by  lot  to  the  feveral  tribes  ;  but  there  were 
great  numbers  of  the  old  inhabitants  left  unfnbdued,  as 
we  read  in  the  books  of  Jofhua  and  Judges  ;  and  there 

rnany  leit  10  piove  Ifrael,  and  to  be  6  thorns  in  their 
4  fides,  and  pricks  in  their  eyes.’  There  were  the  Jebiw 
vites  in  Jeruialem,  and  many  of  the  CanaankeSj  and  the 

.  (M)  David  prized  the  covenant.]  The  leading  trait  in  Da- 
\id  s  characlei  feems  to  have  been  piety ,  which  we  apprehend  to 
fee  the  exaft  import  of  that  expreifion,  [I.  Sam.  xiii.  14.]  ‘A 
*  after  God’s  own  heart,’  L  e.  a  man  eminently  devoted  to 
G(>d,  and  full  of  zeal  for  his  glory.  And  it  is  oblervable,  that 
not  with  handing  his  many  and  great  fins  (and  far  be  it  from  us, 
to  diffemble  that  many  and  great  they  were)  he  never  appears  to 
have  countenanced  idolatry,  the  befetting  fm  of  Ifrael.  The  book 
of  1  hums,  \\  hicn  v>  eie  written-  at  many  different  times,  and  in  a 
great  variety  of  circum  fiances,  evinces  a  mind  converiant  with 
the  Divine  attributes,  and  much  engaged  in  contemplation. on  the 
blellings  of  the  covenant  of  redemption,  and  the  glories  of  the 
Meffiah,  of  whom  he  was  both  a  type  and  aneeflor,  ^  [N.  U.] 


Whole' 
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whole  nation  of  the  Philiftines,  who  all  dwelt  in  that  part 
of  the  land  that  was  divided  by  lot,  and  chiefly  in  that 
which  belonged  to  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Ephraim. 

And  thus  thele  remains  of  the  old  inhabitants  ot  Canaan 
continued  till  David’s  time  ;  but  he  wholly  fubdued  therm 
This  is  agreeable  to  what  St.  Stephen  obferves,  [Adis  vii. 
45-1  ‘  W  hich  alfo  our  fathers  brought  in  with  Jefus  (/.  e. 
4  Jofhua)  into  the  pofleftion  of  the  Gentiles,  whom  God 
4  drove  out  before  the  face  of  our  fathers,  unto  the  days 
4  of  David.’  They  were  till  the  days  of  David  in  driving 
them  out  ;  but  David  entirely  brought  them  under.  He 
fubdued  the  Jebufites,  tire  whole  nation  of  the  Philiftines, 
and  all  the  remains  of  the  feven  nations  of  Canaan  ; 
[I.  Chron.  xviii.  1.]  4  Now  after  this  it  came  to  pafs, 
4  that  David  fmote  the  Philiftines,  and  fubdued  them,  and 
4  took  Gath  and  her  towns  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Phi- 

4  liftines.’ 

* 

After  tliis,  all  the  remains  of  the  former  inhabitants  of 
Canaan  were  made  bond-fervants  to  the  Ifraelites.  Be¬ 
fore  this  the  pofterity  of  the  Gibeonites  were  hewers  of 
wood,  and  drawers  of  water,  for  the  houfe  of  God.  But 
Solomon,  David’s  foil  and  fucceflbr,  put  all  the  remains 
ot  the  other  feven  nations  of  Canaan  to  bond-fervice, 
or  at  leaft  made  them  pay  a  tribute  of  bond-fervice.  [I. 
Kings  ix.  20 — 22.]  And  hence  we  read  of  the  children 
ot  Solomon’s  fervants,  after  the  return  from  the  Babylo- 
nifli  captivity,  [Ezra  ii.  55.  and  Neh.  xi.  3.]  They  were 
the  children  or  pofterity  of  the  feven  nations  of  Canaan, 
that  Solomon  had  fubjefted  to  bond-fervice.  .  ' 
ft  hus  David  fubdued  the  whole  land  of  Canaan,  ftridl- 
ly  fo  called.  But  then  that  was  not  one  half,  nor  quar¬ 
ter,  ot  what  God  had  promifed  to  thpir  fathers.  The 
land  promifed  to  their  fathers  included  all  the  countries 
from  the.  river  of  Egypt  to  the  river  Euphrates.  Thefe 
were  the  bounds  of  the  land  promifed  to  Abraham,  [Gen. 
xv.  18.]  4  In  that  fame  day  the  Lord  made  a  covenant 
•  4  with  Abram,  faying,  Unto  thy  feed  have  I  given  this 
'  land’  fr°m  river  of  Egypt,  unto  the  great  river,  the 
*  river  Euphrates.  So  again  God  promifed  at  Mount  Si¬ 
nai, 
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nai,  f  ExocL  xxiii.  31.]  *  And  I  will  fet  thy  bounds  from 
4  the  Red  Sea  even  unto  the  fea  of  the  Philiftines,  and 

*  from  the  defert  unto  the  river  :  for  I  will  deliver  the  in- 

*  habitants  of  the  land  into  your  hand  ;  and  thou  fhalt 

*  drive  them  out  before  thee.’  So  again,  [Dent,  xi,  24,] 
4  Every  place  whereon  the  foies  of  your  feet  (hall  tread, 

ihall  be  yours  ;  from  the  wildernefs  and  Lebanon,  from 
the  river,  the  river  Euphrates,  even  unto  the  uttermoft 
lea,  ihall  your  coaft  bed  Again,  the  fame  promife  is 
made  to  Jofhua  ;  [Joih,  L  3,  4.]  6  Every  place  that  the 
4  iole  of  your  feet  ihall  tread  upon,  have  I  given  unto 
you,  as  I  laid  unto  Mofes  ;  from  the  wildernefs 'and  this 
4  Lebanon,  even  unto  the  great  river,  the  river  Euphra- 

4  tes,  all  the  land  of  the  Hittites,  and  unto  the  great  fea, 

*  towards  the  going  down  of  the  fun,  Ihall  be  your  coaft/ 
But  what  Jofhua  gave  the  people  the  poffeffion  of,  was 
but  a  fmall  part  of  this  land.  And  the  people  never 
had  had  the  poiTeftian  of  it,  till  God  gave  it  them  by 
David, 

This  large  country  not  only  included  that  Canaan 
which  was  divided  by  lot  to  thofe  who  came  in  with  }o- 
fhua,  but  the  land  of  the  Moabites  and  Ammonites,  the 
land  of  the  Amalekites,  and  the  reft  of  the  Edomites, 
and  the  country  of  Zobah,  All  thefe  nations  were  fub-» 
clued  and  brought  under  the  children  of  Ifrael  by  David, 
And  he  put  garrifoirs  into  the  feveral  countries,  and  they 
became  David's  fervants,  as  we  have  a  particular  account 
in  the  viiith  chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of  Samuel ;  and 
David  extended  their  border  to  the  river  Euphrates,  as 
was  promifed  ;  [fee  the  3d  verfe  ;}  4  and  David  fmote 

*  alfo  Hadadezer  the  fon  of  Rehob,  king  of  Zobah,  as  he 

5  went  to  recover  his  border  at  the  river  Euphrates/  And 
accordingly  we  read,  that  Solomon  his  fon  [L  Kings  iv. 
24.]  4  had  dominion  over  all  the  region  on  this  fide  th© 

<  river,  from  Tiphfah  even  unto  Azzah,  overall  the  kings 
4  on  this  fide  the  river/  This  Artaxerxes,  king  of  Peril  a, 
takes  notice  of  long  after  :  [Ezra  iv.  20.]  4  There  have 

*  been  mighty  king's  alfo  over  jerufaiem,  which  have  ru- 

*  led 
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*  led  over  all  countries  beyond  the  river  ;  and  toll,  tri- 

4  bute,  and  cuftom  was  paid  unto  them/ 

4  1  .  \ 

So  that  Jolhua,  that  type  of  Chrift,  did  but  begin  the 
work  of  giving  Ifrael  the  pofleffion  of  the  promifed  land; 
and  left  it  to  be  finilhed  by  that  much  greater  type  and  an- 
cello r  of  Chrift,  even  David,  who  fnbdued  far  more  of 
that  land  than  ever  Jolhua  had  done.  And  in  this  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  and  Solomon's  dominion  was  fome  refern- 
blance  of  the  great  extent  of  ChrilVs  kingdom,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  extent  of  ChrilVs  kingdom  is  thus  exprefled, 
[Flak  lxxii.  8.]  4  He  fhall  have  dominion  alio  from  fea 
4  to  fea,  and  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.5 
[See  alio  I.  Kings  viii.  56.] 

9.  God  by  David  perfected  the  jfewifh  worfhip,  and 
added  to  it  feveral  new  inftitutions.  The  law  was  given 
by  Mofes,  but  yet  all  the  inftitutions  of  the  Jewifti  wor¬ 
fhip  were  not ;  fome  were  afterwards  added  by  divine  di¬ 
rection.  So  this  great  type  of  Chrift  did  not  only  per¬ 
fect  Jolhua’s  work,  in  giving  Ifrael  the  pofleffion  of  the 
promifed  land,  but  he  alfo  finilhed  Mofes ’s  work,  in  per- 
fe fling  the  inftituted  worfhip  of  Ifrael.  Thus  there  muff 
be  a  number  of  typical  prophets,  priefts,  and  princes,-  to 
complete  one  figure  or  fliadow  of  Chrift  the  ante  type,  he 
being  the  fubftance  of  all  the  types  and  fhadows.  Of  fo 
much  more  glory  was  Chrift  accounted  worthy,  than  Mo- 
fes,  Jolhua,  David,  Solomon,  and  all  the  prophets,  priefts, 
and  princes,  judges,  and  faviours  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

I  he  ordinances  of  David  are  mentioned  as  of  equal  va¬ 
lidity  with  thofe  of  Mofes,  [II.  Chron.  xxiii.  18.] 
c  Alfo  Jehoiada  appointed  the  offices  of  the  houfe  of  the 
4  Lord  by  the  hand  of  the  priefts  the  Levites,  whom  Da- 
4  vid  had  diftributed  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  to  offer 
4  the  burnt-offerings  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  written  in  the 
6  law  of  Mofes,  with  rejoicing  and  with  finging,  as  it  was 
4  ordained  by  David. ?  The  worlhip  of  Ifrael  was  per¬ 
fected  by  David,  by  the  addition  that  he  made  to  the  ce¬ 
remonial  law,  which  we  have  an  account  of  from  the 
xxiiid  to  the  xxvith  chapters  of  the  firft  book  of  Chro¬ 
nicles,  confifting  in  the  feveral  orders  and  courfes  into 

G  g  which 
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which  David  divided  the  Levites,  and  the  work  and  bnfi- 
neis  to  which  he  appointed  them,  different  from  what  Mo- 
fes  had  done  ;  and  alfo  in  the  divilions  of  the  priefts  the 
fons  of  Aaron  into  four  and  twenty  courfes,  aligning  to 
every  courfe  their  buftnefs  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and 
their  particular  hated  times  of  attendance  there  ;  and  ap¬ 
pointing  fome  of  the  Levites  to  a  new  office,  which  was 
that  of  lingers  ;  and  particularly  ordering  and  regulating 
them  in  that  office,  as  you  may  fee  in  the  xxvth  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  ill  of  Chronicles  ;  and  appointing  others  of 
the  Levites  by  law  to  the  feveral  fervices  of  porters,  trea- 
fiurers,  officers,  and  judges:  and  thefe  ordinances  of  Da¬ 
vid  were  kept  up  hencetorth  in  the  church  ot  Ifrael,  as 
long  as  it  remained.  Thus  we  find  the  feveral  orders  of 
priefts,  and  the  Levites,  the  porters,  and  lingers,  alter 
the  captivity.  So  we  find  the  courfes  of  the  priefts  ap¬ 
pointed  by  David  ftill  continuing  in  the  New  Teftament  ; 
Zacharias  the  father  of  John  the  Baptift  was  a  prieft  of 
the  courfe  of  Abia  ;  which  is  the  fame  with  the  courle  ot 
Abijah  appointed  by  David.  [I.  Chron.  xxiv.  io.] 

Thus  David  as  well  as  Mofes  was  like  Chrift  in  this 


refpefiy  that  by  him  God  gave  in  fome  degree  a  new  ec~ 
cleflaftical  eftablilhment,  and  new  inftitution  of  worffiip. 
Not  only  fo,  but  by  thofe  additions  David  aboliffied 
fome  oi  the  old  inftitutions  of  ivlofes  that  had  been  in 


force  till  that  tune  ;  particularly  thofe  laws  tnat  appointed 
the  buftnefs  of  the  Levites,  which  we  have  in  the  i'iid  and 
Nth  chapters  of  Numbers,  which  very  much  confifted  in 
their  charges  ot  tne  feveral  parts  and  ut-enlils  of  the  taoer- 
nacle  there  affigned  to  them,  and  in  carrying  thofe  feveral 
parts  of  the  tabernacle.  But  thofe  Jaws  were  now  aboliffied 
by  David  ;  and  they  were  no  more  to  carry  thofe  things,  as 
they  had  been  ufed  to  do.  But  David  appointed  them  to 
other  work  inftead  ot  it;  [I  Chron.  xxiii.  26.]  And 
«  alfo  unto  the  Levites,  they  fhafl  no  more  carry  the  taber- 
«  nacle,  nor  any  veffels  of  it  for  the  fervice  thereof:’  a  lure 
evidence  that  the  ceremonial  law  given  by  Mofes  is  not 
perpetual,  as  the  jews  fuppofe;  but  might  be  wholly  abo- 

"  'by  Chrift:  for  if  David,  a  type  of  the  Meffiah,  might 
J  abolilh 
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abolifh  the  law  of  Mofes  in  part,  much  more  might  the 

Meffiah  himfelf  abolifh  the  whole. 

David,  by  God’s  appointment,  abolifhed  all  ufe  of  the 
tabernacle  that  was  built  by  Moles,  and  of  which  he 
had  the  pattern  from  God  :  for  God  now  revealed  it 
to  David  to  be  his  will,  that  a  temple  lliould  be  built, 
that  ihould  be  inftead  of  the  tabernacle.  A  prefage 
of  what  Chrift,  the  ion  of  David,  would  do,  when 
he  Ihould  come,  viz.  abolifh  the  whole  Jewiih  cede* 
fiaflical  conftitution,  which  was  but  as  a  moveable  ta¬ 
bernacle,  to  fet  up  the  fpiritual  gofpeLtemple,  which 
was  to  be  far  more  glorious,  and  of  greater  extent,  and 
was  to  laid  for  ever.  David  had  the  pattern  of  all  things 
pertaining  to  the  temple  Ihown  him,  even  in  like  manner 
as  Mofes  had  the  pattern  of  the  tabernacle ;  and  Solomon 
built  the  temple  according  to  that  pattern  which  he  had 
from  his  father  David,  which  he  received  from  God. 
[I.  Chron.  xxviii.  i  i,  12,  19.]  4  Then  David  gave  to  So- 
4  lomon  his  fon  the  pattern  of  the  porch,  and  of  the 
4  houfes  thereof,  and  of  the  treafuries  thereof,  and  of  the 
4  upper  chambers  thereof,  and  of  the  inner  parlours  there- 
4  of,  and  of  the  place  of  the  mercy-feat,  and  the  pattern 
4  of  all  that  he  had  by  the  Spirit,  of  the  courts  of  all  the 
4  ho  life  of  the  Lord,  and  of  all  the  chambers  round  about, 
4  of  the  treafuries  of  the  ho.ufe  of  God,  and  of  the  trea- 

4  furies  of  the  dedicated  things .  All  this,  (faid 

4  David,)  the  Lord  made  me  underhand  in  writing  by 
4  his  hand  upon  me,  even  all  the  works  of  this  pat- 
4  tern.’ 

10,  The  canon  of  fcripture  feems  about  the  clofe  of 
David’s  reign  to  have  been  farther  enlarged  by  the  pro¬ 
phets  Nathan  and  Gad.  It  appears  probable  by  the  fcrip- 
tures,  that  they  carried  on  the  hiftory  of  the  two  books 
of  Samuel  from  the  place  where  Samuel  firfl  left  it,  and 
finifhed  them,  Thefe  feem  to  be  the  book  that  in  fcrip¬ 
ture  is  called  the  book  of  Samuel  the  feer,  and  Nathan  the 
prophet,  and  Gad  the  feer.  [I.  Chron.  xxix.  29.]  4  Now 
*  the  afts  pf  David  the  king,  firfl  and  laft?  behold  they 

G  g  2  4 
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are  written  in  the  book  of  Nathan  the  prophet,  and 
in  the  book  of  Gad  tl  le  feerM 

i  i.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  is  God’s 
wonderfully  continuing  the  kingdom  of  his  vifibie  people 
in  the  line  of  Chrifl  s  legal  anceftors,  as  long  as  they  re¬ 
mained  an  independent  kingdom.  Thus  it  was  without 
any  interruption  worth  notice.  Indeed  the  kingdom  of 
ah  tlie  tubes  was  not  kept  in  that  line  ;  but  the  dominion 
ct  that  part  ol  llrael  in  which  the  true  worfhjp  of  God  was 
upheld,  and  which  were  God’s  vifibie  peoole,  was  always 
kept  in  the  family  of  David,  as  long  as  there  was  any  fuch 
thing  as  an  independent  king  of  Ifrael,  according  to  his 
promile  to  David  :  and  not  only  in  the  family  of  David, 
but  always  in  that  part  of  David’s  pofterky  that  was  the 
line  whence  Clink  legally  defended  ;  fo  that  the  very 
perfon  that  was  ChriiVs  legal  anceftor,  was  always  in  the 
throne,  excepting  Jehoahaz,  who  reigned  three  months, 
and  Zedekiah  •  as  you  may  fee  in  Matthew’s  genealogy  of 
ChrifL 


Chrift  was  legally  defended  from  the  kings  of  Judah, 
though  not  naturally.  He  was  both  legally  and  naturally 
defended  from  David.  He  was  naturally  defended  from 
Natnan  the  Ion  of  David  ;  for  Mary  his  mother  was  one 
of  the  pofterity  of  David  by  Nathan,  as  you  may  fee  in 
Luke’s  genealogy:  (n)  but  Jofeph,  the  reputed  and  legal 
father  of  Chrift,  was  naturally  delcended  of  Solomon  and 


*  See  Note  (k)  p.  217. 

(n)  Mary  defc  ended from  Nathan .]  u  I  am  aware  that  Mr. 
Le  Clerc,  and  many  other  learned  men,  have  thought,  that  Jo¬ 
feph  was  begotten  by  Heli,  and  adopted  by  Jacob  :  but  I  much 
rather  conclude,  that  he  was  adopted  by  Heli,  or  rather  taken  by 
him  for  his  fon  upon  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  and  that  Heli 
was  the  father  of  Mary  ;  becaufe  an  ancient  Jewifn  rabbi  expreflly 
calls  her  4  the  daughter  of  Held ’  and  chiefly  becaufe  elfe  we  have 
indeed  no  true  genealogy  of  Chrifl  at  all,  but  only  two  different 
views  of  the  line  of  Jofeph,  his  reputed  father,  which  would  by 
no  means  prove  that  Chrifl,  who  was  only  by  adoption  his  fon, 
was  of  the  feed  of  Abraham,  and  of  the  houfe  of  David.  Yet  the 
apoffle  fpeaks  of  it  as  evident,  that  Chrifl  was  defeended  from  Ju¬ 
dah,  [Heb.  yii,  14,]  in  which,  if  this  gofpel  were  (as  antiquity  al¬ 
lures  us)  written  by  the  direction  of  Paul,  perhaps  he  may  refer 
to  this  very  table  before  usT— [Doddridge’s  Pam.  Expof.  §  9*} 

his 
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ftis  luccefiors,  as  we  have  an  account  in  Matthew’s  pvne~ 

o 

a  logy.  Jefus  Chrift,  though  he  was  not  the  natural  fon 
of  Jofeph,  yet,  by  the  law  and  conftitution  of  the  Jews, 
lie  was  Jofeph’s  heir,  becaufe  he  was  the  lawful  fon  of 
Joieph’s  lawful  wife,  conceived  while  fhe  was  his  legal¬ 
ly  efpoufed  wife.  The  Holy  Ghoft  raifed  up  feed  to 
him.  A  perfon,  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  might  be  the  legal 
fon  and  heir  of  another,  whofe  natural  fon  he  was  not ; 
as  fometimes  a  man  raifed  up  feed  to  his  brother  :  a  bro¬ 
ther,  in  fome  cafes,  was  to  build  up  a  brother’s  lioufe  * 
lo  the  Holy  Ghoft  built  up  Jofeph’s  houfe. 

And  jofeph  being  in  the  direfl  line  of  the  kings  of 
Judah,  of  the  houfe  of  David,  he  was  the  legal  heir  of 
the  crown  of  David  ;  and  Chrift  being  legally  his  firft- 
born  fon,  he  was  his  heir  ;  and  fo  Chrift,  bv  the  law. 

7  J  9 

was  the  proper  heir  of  the  crown  of  David,  and  is  there¬ 
fore  faid  to  fit  upon  the  throne  of  his  father  David. 

i  he  crown  of  God’s  people  was  wonderfully  kept  in 
the  line  of  Chrift’s  legal  anceftors.  When  David  was 
olcI,  and  not  able  any  longer  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  Adonijah,  one  of  his  foils,  fet  up  to  be  kina, 
and  feemed  to  have  obtained  his  purpofe  :  but  Adonijah 
was  not  that  Ion  of  David  which  was  the  anceftor  of  Jo¬ 
feph,  the  legal  father  of  Chrift  ;  and  therefore  how  won¬ 
derfully  did  Providence  work  here  !  what  a  ftrange  and 
Hidden  revolution  !  All  Adonijah’s  kingdom  and  glory 
vaniihed  away  as  foon  as  it  was  begun,  and  Solomon,  the 
legal  anceftor  of  Chrift,  was  eftabhfhed  in  the  throne. 

^  And  after  Solomon’s  death,  when  Jeroboam  had  con- 
lpned  a  gain  ft  the  family,  and  Rehoboam  carried  himfelf 
lo  that  it  was  a  wonder  all  Ifrael  was  not  provoked  to 
for  fake  him,  and  ten  tribes  did  a&ually  forfake  him,  ancj 
fet  up  Jeroboam  in  oppofition  to  him  ;  and  though  Re¬ 
hoboam  was  a  wicked  man,  and  deferved  to  have  been 
rejected  altogether  from  being  king,  yet  he  being  the 
legal  anceftor  of  Chrift,  God  kept  the  kingdom  of  the 
two  tribes,  in  which  the  true  religion  was  upheld,  in 
his  pofteffion  ;  and  notwithftanding  his  fon  Abijam  was 
another  wicked  prince,  yet  they  being  legal  anceftors  of 

Chrift, 
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Chrift,  God  flrill  continued  the  crown  in  the  family,  and 
gave  it  to  Ahijam’s  fon  Afa.  And  afterwards,  though 
many  of  the  kings  of  Judah  were  very  wicked,  and  hor¬ 
ridly  provoked  God,  as  particularly  Jehoram,  Ahaziah, 
Ahaz,  Manalieh,  and  Atnon  ;  yet  God  did  not  take  away 
the  crown  from  their  family,  but  gave  it  to  their  fons 
for  the  fame  reafon.  So  fpeaking  of  A  bijam,  it  is  faid, 
[L  Kings  xv.  4.]  4  Neverthelefs,  for  David's  fake  did  the 
4  Lord  his  God  give  him  a  lamp  in  Jerufalem,  to  fet  up 
4  his  fon  after  him,  and  to  eftablifh  jerufalem  ft  alfo, 
[II.  Chron.  xxh  7,]  fpeaking  of  Jehoraixfts  great  wicked- 
iiefs,  it  is  faid,  4  Howbeit  the  Lord  would  not  deftroy 
4  the  boufe  of  David,  becaufe  of  the  covenant  that  he  had 
4  made  with  David,  and  as  he  had  promifed  to  give  a  light 
*  unto  him,  and  to  his  fons  for  ever/ 

The  crown  of  the  ten  tribes  was  changed  from  one  fa¬ 


mily  to  another  continually.  Firft,  Jeroboam  took  it  ; 
but  the  crown  remained  in  his  family  only  one  generation 
after  his  death,  it  only  defc ended  to  his  fon  Nadab  ;  and 
then  Baaffia,  who  was  of  another  family,  took  it,  and  it 
remained  in  his  pofterity  but  one  generation  alfo  after  his 


death  ;  and  then  Zimri,  who  was  his  fervant,  took  it ; 
and  then,  without  dcfcending  at  all  to  his  pofterity,  Omri 
took  it,  and  the  crown  continued  in  his  family  for  three 
fucceffions  ;  next  Jehu,  that  was  of  another  family,  took 
it,  and  the  crown  continued  in  his  family  for  three  or 
four  fucceffions  ;  and  then  Shallnm,  who  was  of  another 
family,  took  it ;  and  the  crown  did  not  deice  nd  at  all  to  his 
pofterity,  but  Menahem  took  it,  and  it  remained  in  his 
family  but  one  generation  after  him  ;  and  then  Pekah,  of 
another  family,  took  it,  and  after  him  Hofhea,  who  was 
of  full  another  family:  —  fo  great  a  difference  was  there 
between  the  crown  of  Ifrael,  and  the  crown  of  Judah  ; 
the  one  was  continued  evermore  in  the  fame  family, 
and  with  very  little  interruption,  in  one  right  line  ;  the 
other  was  continually  tolled  about  from  one  family  to 
another,  as  if  it  were  the  fport  of  fortune.  The  reafon 
was  not,  becaufe  the  kings  of  Judah,  many  of  them,  were 
better  than  the  kings  of  ifrael,  butthe  one  had  the  blef- 
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firtg  in  them  ;  they  were  the  anceftors  of  Omit,  whole 
right  it  was  to  lit  on  the  throne  ot  llrae!  :  but  with  the 
kinscs  of  Ifrael  it  was  not  fo  ;  and  therefore  Divine 
Providence  exercifed  a  continual  care,  through  ail  the 
changes  that  happened  in  fo  many  generations,  and  fuch  a 
long  fpace  of  time,  to  keep  the  crown  of  Judah  in  one 
direct  line,  in  fulfilment  of  the  everlafling  covenant  he 
had  made  with  David,  the  mercies  of  which  covenant 
were  lure  mercies  :  but  in  the  other  cafe,  there  was  no 
fuch  covenant,  and  fo  no  fuch  care  of  Providence. 

And  here  it  mufl  not  be  omitted,  that  there  was  once  a 
very  Prong  confpiracy  of  the  kings  of  Syria  and  Ifrael,  in 
the  time  of  that  wicked  king  of  Judah,  Ahaz,  to  difpof- 
fefs  him  and  his  family  of  the  throne  of  Judah,  and  to  fet 
one  of  another  family,  even  the  font  of  Tabeal,  on  it; 
[Ifa.  vii.  6.]  4  Let  us  go  up  againft  Judah,  and  vex  it, 

4  and  let  us  make  a  breach  therein  for  us,  and  fet  a  king 
4  in  the  midp  of  it,  even  the  foil  of  Tabeal/  And  they 
feeined  very  likely  to  accomplifh  their  purpofe  ;  infomuch 
that  it  is  faid,  [ver.  2.]  4  The  heart  of  Ahaz  and  his 
4  people  was  moved  as  the  trees  of  the  wood  are  moved 
4  with  the  wind/  On  this  occaiion  God  fent  the  prophet 
Ifaiah  to  encourage  the  people,  and  tell  them  that  it  fhould 
not  come  to  pafs.  And  becaufe  the  cafe  feemed  fo  def- 
perate  that  Ahaz  and  the  people  would  very  hardly  be¬ 
lieve,  therefore  God  directs  the  prophet  to  give  them  this 
fign,  viz.  that  ChriP  fhould  be  born  of  the  legal  feed  of 
Ahaz;  [as  Ifa.  vii.,  14.]  4  Therefore  the  Lord  himfelf 
4  fhall  give  you  a  Pgn  :  Behold,  a  virgin  fhall  conceive, 

4  and  bear  a  fon,  and  fhall  call  his  name  Immanuel/  (o) 


(o)  A  virgin  Jhall  conceive ,  £To]  That  this  text  referred  to 
Jefus  Chrifl  might  be  fliown  from  a  variety  of  arguments ;  as, 
that  this  child  Was  to  be  born  of  a  virgin — that  he  was  to  be  Im¬ 
manuel,  Lord  of  Judea ,  [Ifa.  viii.  8/j — that  this  circumftance  is 
introduced  as  a  wonderful  event,  Behold! — that  it  was  confident 
with  previous  intimations  in  earlier  prophecies,  [as  Gen.  in.  15.] — 
that  it  was  fo  underflood  by  a  cotemporary  prophet,  [Micah  v.  3.] 
and  is  exprellly  applied  to  this  event  in  the  New  Teflament,  where 
the  fad  is  afcertained.  [Matt.  i.  18 — 22.] 


But 
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I  nis  was  a  good  fign,  and  a  great  confirmation  of  did 
ti  nth  ol  what  God  promhed  by  Ifaiah^  viz.  that  the  kings- 
ot  ovna  and  iirae.1  hiould  never  accompli  lh  their  purpofe 
6r  dilpofliefimg.  the  family  of  Ahaz  of  the  crown  of  Judah, 
for  Chriil  the  Immanuel  was  to  he  of  them. 

I  have  mentioned  this  difpenlation  ol  Providence  in' 
this  place,  becaufe  though  it  was  continued  lor  fo  long  a 
time,  yet  it  began  in  Solomon’s  fueceifion  to  the  throne 
of  his  father  David, 

12.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of  is,  die 
building  of  the  temple:  a  great  type  of  three  things,  viz, 
of  the  human  nature  of  Chriil,  of  the  church,  and  of 
heaven,  (p)  The  tabernacle  feemed  rather  to  reprefcnt 
the  church  in  its  moveable,  changeable  Rate,  here  iir 
this  world.  But  that  beautiful,  glorious,  cofdy  RruClure 
of  the  temple  that  fucceeded  the  tabernacle,  and  was  im- 
moveably  fixed,  feems  efpecially  to  reprefent  the  church 
in  its  glorified  Rate  in  heaven.  This  temple  was  built 
according  to  the  pattern  Ihewn  by  the  Holy  GhoR  to 
David,  and  by  divine  direction  given  to  David,  in  the 

place 


Rut  the  conii deration  of  thefe  would  lead  us  beyond  the  limits^ 
of  a  note,  we  fhall  therefore  only  obferve  that  the  principal  ob¬ 
jection  to  this  interpretation  (which  is  formed  from  the  context) 
might  be  obviated  by  a  flight  variation  in  rendering  the  following 
words,  4  Butter  and  honey  will  he  eat  that  kn&weth  to  refute  the 
4  evil  and  to  chine  the  good ;  but  before  this  child’ — not  Immanuel, 
but  Sheer-J afhub,  whom  the  prophet  had  in  his  hand,  [ver.  3.] 
before  this  child — 4  fliall  know,’  &c.  This  however  we  fubmit  to 
the  conflderation  of  the  learned. 


Our  author  has  very  happily  fliewn  how  the  birth  of  the  Mef- 
fiah  was  a  flgn  of  IfraePs  deliverance  in  Ahab’s  time  ;  to  confirm 
this  and  obviate  any  objection  drawn  therefrom  it  might  be  added, 
1.  that  this  flgti  was  not  given  to  Ahab  personally,  but  to  the  houfe 
of  David,  [ver.  13.]  and,  2.  that  we  have  feveral  other  m  fiances 
in  fcripture  of  difiant  events  being  mentioned  as  the  flgn  of  pre¬ 
fect  deliverance,  one  of  which  occurs  in  this  very  prophet.  [Ch. 
xxxvii.  30.]  And,  3.  that  it  is  cufiomary  tor  the  prophets,  and  in 
particular  Ifaiah,  to  connect  with  the  prediction  of  temporal  de« 
verance  the  promifes  of  the  fpiritual  redemption  to  be  effected  by 
the  Mefliah.  [See  Note  g.  p.  209.] 

( p)  The  temple  a  type  of  I  he  human  nature  of  Christ.]  This 
our  author  has  fiiown.  [See  alfo  John  i.  14. — Col.  ii.  7,]  But  this 

temple 
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place  where  was  the  threfliing-floor  of  Oman  the  Jebufite, 
in  Mount  Moriah,  [II.  Chron.  iii.'  I.]  in  the  fame  moun¬ 
tain,  and  doubtlefs  in  the  very  fame  place,  where  Abra¬ 
ham  offered  up  his  foil  Ifaac  ;  for  that  is  faid  to  be  a 


nioun- 


temple,  (as  formerly  the  tabernacle)  was  divided  into  two  parts, 
the  Holy  and  Moll  Holy  place ;  the  former  pointing  at  what  ChriP 
was  and  did  in  his  Pate  of  incarnation  below,  the  latter  at  what  he 
is  and  docs  in  his  prefent  Pate  of  exalted  glory  j  as  will  appear  by 
an  induction  of  particulars  ; 

(i-)  The  candlePick  reprefents  him  as  “  the  true  light  which, 
coming  into  the  world,  enlighteneth  every  man,”  [John  i.  9. — > 
See  Doddridge]  an(i  feven  lamps  of  it  reprefent  “  the  feven 
fpirits,  or  the  fulnefs  of  the  fpirit  with  which  he  was  endued.” 
[lfa.  xi.  2,  3.  Rev,  i.  4.] 

(2.)  The  Piewbread  alfo  prefigured  ChriP  as  6  the  true  bread 
c  which  came  down  from  heaven/  [John  vi.  5.]  audits  divifion 
might  point  out  his  having  a  fufficiency  of  bleffmg'for  all  the  tribes 

of  Ilrael,  to  whom  in  a  particular  manner  he  was  fent.  [Matt* 
xv.  24.] 

(3.)  The  vail  i'tfelf  was  a  type  of  his  mortal  PePi,  [Heb.  x.  20.] 
which  was  rent,  to  admit  us  to  a  Pate  of  communion  with  him  in, 
his  Pate  of  exalted  glory. 

V.  e  now  come  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  tabernacle,  prefiguring 
due  human  nature  alio,  or  at  leap  the  complex  perfon,  of  ChriP* 
in  his  prefent  exalted  Pate. 


(1.)  Herein  was  contained  the  golden  cenfer,  which  bv  an  eafv 
Figure  may  reprefent  the  incenfe  therein  offered  •  and  that  his 
powerful  and  acceptable  interceffioh  at  God’s  right  hand,  wherein 
he  pleads  the  atonement  once  offered,  the  memorial  of  which  is  to 
•God  his  Father  as  a  lweet  Fuelling  favour.  [Eph.  v«  2.  Rev* 
vin-  3*1 

(-)Thc  ark  of  the  covenant,  which  has  been  confidered  as  a 
type  of  the  Redeemer,  from  the  incorruptibility  of  its  materials; 
and  the  glory  of  its  ornaments,*  thofe  circumPances  (to  omit 
others)  pointing  to  his  prefent  Pate  of  immortality  and  glory. 

,  (3-)  I  he  cover  of  this  ark  was  the  mercy-feat  or  propitiatory, 
which  term  is  expreflly  applied  to  Jefus  ChriP,  [Rom.  iii.  2e.— 
1.  J°lm  n.  2.]  becaufe  Jehovah  beheld  the  blood  hereon  fprinkled 
Vuth  iansfacffion  and  favour  to  the  Ifraelites.  Thus  the  Lamb,  as 
if  it  had  been  Pain*  (in  the  languageof  St.  John)  with  the  bloody 

memonm  of  his  facrifice,  appears  continually  in  the  Divine  Pre¬ 
fence  on  our  behalf.  [Rev.  v.  6.] 

(4.)  omit  the  ark,  the  pot  of  manna,  &c.  as  not  the  proper 
tin  in  tu  re  of  the  ark,  though  therein. depofited  :  the  tables  of  the 
law  being  placed  within  the  ark,  has  been  conlidered  by  divines  as 
representing  tne  moral  law  written  in  the  heart  of  the  Redeemer  • 

^  h  and 
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mountain  "in  the  land  of  Moriah,  [Gen.  xxii  2.]  which 
mountain  was  called  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  as  this 
mountain  of  the  temple  was,  [Gen.  xxii.  14.]  4  And 
4  Abraham  called  the  name  of  that  place  Jehovah-jireh  ; 

4  as  it  is  faid  to  this  day,  I11  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it 

4  ih all  be  feend 

That  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  was  the  antetvpe  of 

J  i. 

this  temple,  appears,  becaufe  Chrift  being  fhown  the 
temple  of  Jerufalem,  fays,  4  Deftroy  this  temple,  and  111 

5  three  days  I  will  raife  it  up,’  fpeaking  of  the  temple  of 
his  body,  [John  ii.  19,20.]  This  houfe,  or  an  houfe  built 
in  this  place,  continued  to  be  the  houfe  of  God,  where 
his  church  worfhipped  till  Chrift  came.  Here  was  the 
place  that  God  chofe,  where  all  their  facrifices  were  of¬ 
fered  up  till  the  great  facrifice  came,  and  all  others  ceafed. 
(q  )  Into  this  temple,  or  rather  the  temple  afterwards 

built 
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ai&k the  mercy-feat  upon  them,  as  indicating  that  our  tranfgreffions 
of  that  law  are  covered  by  the  true  propitiatory. 

(  5.)  The  cherubims,  whether  they  reprefented  the  complacency 
and  fatisfadion  with  which  the  Deity  beheld  the  blood  of  iprink- 
ling,  or  rather  the  pleafure  and  earneftnefs  with  which  angels  con¬ 
template  the  work  of  redemption,  as  St.  Peter  feems  to  intimate, 
[I.  Pet.  i.  12,  gr.]  were  certainly  a  glorious  part  ot  the  furniture 
of  the  molt  holy  place  ;  but  thefe  inquiries  would  lead  us  too  far : 
all,  however,  within  the  vail  reprefented  what  palled  in  heaven, 
when  our  great  High  Prieft  entered  there  with  his  own  moil  pre¬ 
cious  blood.  [Heb.  ix.  24.]  [I«  N.] 

(qJ)  Sacrifices  offered  till  the  great  sacrifice  came.]  We  have 
already  fhewn  that  the  facrifices  and  other  ceremonial  inihtutions 
were  typical,  and  muil  have  been  fo  underilood  by  the  Old  Teita- 
inent  believers  thetnfelves ;  [p.  176,  note  n]  but  fome  who  have 
acknowledged  this,  have  doubted  whether  they  had  any  knowledge 
that  the  Meffiah  was  to  offer  himfelf  a  facrifice  for  fin.  That  they 
had  we  infer  from  the  following  arguments ; 

1.  That  it  appears  to  have  been  the  current  doctrine  of  the  Old 
Teflament,  that  without  fhedding  of  blood  was  no  remiffion  ot  fin. 
The  apoftle  reprefents  it  as  a  very  abfurd  notion,  that  the  blood 
of  bulls  and  goats  could  take  away  fin  ;  then  what  other  facrifice 
could  avail  but  human  ?  And  what  man  but  the  Meffiah  himfelf 
[See  Heb.  ix.  throughout.] 

2.  The  prophetic  writings  frequently  introduce  the  Divine  be¬ 
ing  as  cenfnring  the  legal  facrifices,  and  thofe  who  offered  them 
•J-not  as  fome  have  miitakenly  luppofed,  as  not  ot  his  own  ap- 

7  '  pointment 
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built  in  this  place,  the  Lord  came,  6  even  the  mefienger  of 
6  the  covenant.’  Here  he  often  delivered  his  heavenly  doc¬ 
trine,  and  wrought  miracles  ;  here  his  church  was  ga¬ 
thered  by  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit,  after  his  afcen- 
fion.  [Luke  xxiv.  53.]  fpeaking  of  the  difciples,  after 
Chrift’s  afcenfion,  it  is  faid,  6  And  they  were  conti- 
<  nually  in  the  temple,  p railing  and  bleffing  God.’  And, 
[Adis  ii.  46.]  fpeaking  of  the  multitude  that  were  con¬ 
verted  by  that  great  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  that  was  on 
the  day  of  Pentecoft,  it  is  faid,  ‘  And  they  continued 
daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple.’  Alfo,  [Adis  v.  42.] 
fpeaking  of  the  apoflles,  6  And  daily  in  the  temple,  and  in 
‘  every  houfe,  they  ceafed  not  to  teach  and  preach  Jefus 
‘  Chrift.’  And  hence  the  found  of  the  dodlrine  went 
forth,  and  the  church  fpread,  into  all  the  world. 

13.  It  is  here  worthy  to  be  obferved,  that  at  this 
time,  in  Solomon’s  reign,  after  the  temple  was  finifhed, 
the  Jewifh  church  was  raifed  to  its  higheft  external  glory, 
"f  he  Jewifh  church,  (or  the  ordinances  and  conftitution 
or  it,)  is  compared  to  the  moon,  [Rev.  xii.  1.]  4  And 
‘  there  appeared  a  great  wonder  in  heaven,  a  woman 


pointment,  but  becaufe  the  carnal  Jews  reded  and  confided  in 
them  without  looking  forward  to  their  great  antetype. 

It  is  particularly  foretold  that  in  the  days  of  the  Meffiah  fome 
more  efficacious  iacrifice  flioukl  be  offered.  [Pf.  li.  19.]  It  is  in 
other  pafiages  expieffly  declared  that  he  fliould  fuffer  many  things. 
[See  Luke  xxiv .  26,  27,  43,  46.]  Even  in  the  firfl  promife  this 
was  ninteci,  tne  ferpent  fliould  bruife  his  heel.  The  xxiid.  Pfalnx 
is  a  cleai  and  exprefs  prophecy  ot  thefe  fufferings,  which  however 
e^c^eded  by  the  hud.  of  Ilaiah,  and  Daniel  ix.  24 — 27,  where 
it  is  ex preffly  added,  that  under  thefe  circumfrances  he  fliould 
beat  tiie  fin  or  many — our  iniquities  fliould  meet  on  him  (as  on 
the  fcape  goat;)  nay,  that  he  fliould  make  his  foul  (or  him- 
feii  t  an  offeiing  tor  fin,  [Ita.  liii.  10.]  yet  that  after  this  he 
fliould  fee  his  feed,  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of  the 
Lord  fliould  profper  in  his  hand. 

.  3*  exprefs  are  thefe  paffiages,  that  our  Lord  calls  fome  oh 
ins  ddcipies  4  tools,  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe  ■  the  law  and  the 
prophets,  becaufe  they  did  not  undertland  them  ;  and  many  of 
me  modern  Jews  can  find  no  way  to  account  for  them,  but  by  in¬ 
vention  or  two  Meffiahs ;  the  foil  of  Jofeph  to  buffer  and  die,  and 

[G.  E.J 


the  fon  of  David  to  reign. 
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6  c.Ioathed  with  the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet, 

£  and  upon  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  liars.’  As  this, 
church  was  like  the  moon  in  many  other  relpe&s,  fo  it 
was  in  this,  that  it  wexed  and  waned  like  it.  From 
the  fir  ft  foundation  of  it,  in  the  covenant  made  with 
Abraham,  when  this  moon  was  now  beginning  to  ap¬ 
pear,  it  had  to  this  time  been  gradually  increafing  in  its 
glory.  This  time,  wherein  the  temple  was  fmifhed  and 
dedicated,  was  about  the  middle  between  the  calling  of 
Abraham  and  the  coming  of  Chrift,  and  now  it  was 
full  moon,  v  After  this  the  glory  of  the  Jewifh  church 
gradually  decreafed,  till  Chrift  came  ;  as  I  flial.l  have  oc~ 
calion  more  particularly  to  obferve  prefently. 

Now  the  church  of  Ifrael  was  in  its  higiieft  external 
glory  :  Now  Ifrael  was  multiplied  exceedingly,  fo  that 
they  feemed  to  have  become  like  the  fand  on  the  fea  fhore, 

J  y 

[1.  Kings  iv.  20.  j  Now  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael  was  firm¬ 
ly  eftablifhed  in  the  family  of  which  Chrift  was  to  come  : 
Now  God  had  chofen  the  city  where  he  would  place  his 
name  :  Now  God  had  fully  given  his  people  the  poflef- 
fton  of  the  promifed  land,  in  quietnefs  and  peace,  even 
from  the  river  of  Egypt,  to  the  great  river  Euphrates  ; 
and  all  thofe  nations  that  had  formerly  been  their  enemies, 
quietly  fubmitted  to  them  ;  none  pretended  to  rebel  againft 
them  : — Now  the  Jewifh  worfhip  in  all  its  ordinances 
was  fully  fettled  : — Now,  inllead  of  a  moveable  tent  and 
tabernacle,  they  had  a  glorious  temple  ;  the  moil  magni¬ 
ficent,  beautiful,  and  coftly  ftrudture,  that  then  was, 
ever  had  been,  or  has  been  fince.- — Now  the  people 
enjoyed  peace  and  plenty,  and  fat  every  man  under 
his  vine  and  fig-tree,  eating  and  drinking,  and  making 
merry,  [I.  Kings  iv.  20.] — Now  they  were  in  the 
higheft  pitch  of  earthly  profperity,  iilver  being  as  plenty 
as  {tones,  and  the  land  full  of  gold  and  precious  ftones, 
and  other  precious  foreign  commodities,  which  were 
brought  by  Solomon’s  fhips  from  Ophir,  and  which  came 
from  other  parts  of  the  world  :  Now  they  had  a  king 


reKninc  over  them  who  was  the  wifeft 

O  O 

bably  the  greateft  earthly  prince  that 


of  men,  and  pro- 
e ver  was  : — No w 

their 
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their  fame  went  abroad  into  all  the  earth,  fo  that  many 
came  from  the  utmofi  parts  of  the  earth  to  lee  their  glory 
and  their  happinefs. 

Thus  God  was  pleafed,  in  one  of  the  anceflors  of 
Chrift,  remarkably  to  lhadow  forth  the  kingdom  of 
ChriR  reigning  in  his  glory.  David,  who  was  the  man  of 
war,  a  man  who  had  fhed  much  blood,  and  whofe  life 
was  full  of  troubles  and  conflifts,  was  more  of  a  repre- 
fentation  of  ChriR  in  his  Rate  of  humiliation,  Iris  mi¬ 
litant  Rate,  wherein  he  was  conflicting  with  his  enemies. 
But  Solomon,  who  was  a  man  of  peace,  was  a  repre- 
fentation  more  efpecially  of  ChriR  exalted,  triumphing, 
and  reigning  in  his  kingdom  of  peace.  And  the  happy 
glorious  Rate  of  the  Jewilh  church  at  that  time  did  re¬ 
markably  reprefent  two  things;  i.  That  glorious  Rate  of 
the  church  on  earth,  that  lhall  be  in  the  latter  ages  of 
the  world  ;  thofe  days  of  peace,  when  nation  lhall  not 
lilt  fword  againR  nation,  nor  learn  war  any  more.  2. 
The  future  glorified  Rate  of  the  church  in  heaven  :  the 
earthly  Canaan  was  never  fo  lively  a  type  of  the  heavenly 
Canaan  as  it  was  then,  when  the  happy  people  of  Ifrael 
did  indeed  enjoy  it  as  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey. 

14.  After  this  the  glory  of  the  Jewifh  church  gradu¬ 
ally  declined  more  and  more  till  ChriR  came  ;  yet  not  fo 
but  that  the  work  of  redemption  Rill  went  on.  Whatfo- 
ever  failed  or  declined,  God  Rill  carried  on  this  work 
from  age  to  age;  this  building  was  Rill  advancing  high¬ 
er  and  higher.  It  Rill  went  on  during  the  decline  of  the 
Jewifh  church,  towards  a  further  preparation  for  the 
coming  of  ChriR,  as  well  as  during  its  increafe  ;  for  fo 
wonderfully  w^ere  things  ordered  by  the  infinitely  wife 
governor  of  the  world,  that  whatever  happened  was  or¬ 
dered  for  good  to  this  general  defign,  and  made  a  means 
of  promoting  it.  When  the  people  of  the  Jews  flourifli- 
ed,  and  were  in  profperity,  he  made  that  to  contribute  to 
the  promoting  this  defign  ;  and  when  they  were  in  ad- 
\ cifity,  God  made  this  alfo  to  contribute  to  the  carrying 
on  of  the  fame.  Vv  Idle  the  Jewifh  church  was  in  its 

mcrea- 
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increafing  ilate,  the  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on. 
by  their  increaie  ;  and  when  they  came  to  their  declining 
ilate,  (which  they  were  in  from  Solomon’s  time  till 
Can  ft,)  God  carried  on  the  work  of  redemption  by  that. 
Which  decline  itfelf  was  one  thing  that  God  made  ufe  of 
as  a  farther  preparation  for  Chrift’s  coming. 

As  tae  moon,  from  the  time  of  its  full,  is  approach¬ 
ing  nearer  and  nearer  to  her  conjunction  with  the  fun  ; 
io  her  light  is  mil  more  and  more  decreafing,  till  at  length, 
when  the  conjunction  comes,  it  is  wholly  fwallowed  up 
in  the  light  thereof.  So  it  was  with  the  Jewifh  church 
from  the  time  of  its  higheft  glory  in  Solomon’s  time. 
In  the  latter  end  of  Solomon’s  reign,  the  {late  of  things 
began  to  darken,  by  Solomon’s  corrupting  himfelf  with 
idolatry,  which  much  obfcured  the  glory  of  this  mighty 
and  wife  prince  ;  now  it  was,  troubles  began  to  arife  in 
his  kingdom  ;  and  alter  his  death  it  was  divided,  and  the 
ten  tribes  withdrew  from  the  true  wo  r  fir  ip  of  God,  and 

X  7 


fet  up  the  golden  calves  at  Bethel  and  Dan.  Brefent- 
ly  after  this  the  number  of  the  ten  tribes  was  greatly 
diminifhed  in  the  battle  of  Jeroboam  with  Abijah,  where¬ 


in  there  fell  down  flam  of  Ifrael  five 


hundred 


thoufand 


chofen  men  ;  which  lofs  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  never  en¬ 
tirely  recovered. 

Now  alfo  the  kingdom  of  Judah  was  greatly  corrupted. 
In  Ahab’s  time  fhe  kingdom  of  lirael  did  not  only  won 
fhip  the  calves  of  Bethel  and  Dan,  but  the  worfhip  of 
Baal  was  introduced.  Before,  they  pretended  to  worfhip 
the  true  God  by  thele  images,  the  calves  of  Jeroboam 
but  now  Ahab  introduced  grofs  idolatry,  and  the  direct 
worlhip  of  falfe  gods  in  the  room  of  the  true  God  ;  (r) 


(f.  )  Many  learned  men  have  con jeChired  (as  perhaps  our  au¬ 
thor)  that  the  golden  calves  originated  from  the  cherubic  figures, 
one  animal  in  which  was  a  calf  or  voting  bull  :  feme  have  even 
fuppofed,  that  this  part  of  the  Egyptian  idolatry  fprang  from  the 
fame  iource  ;  and  that  at  firil  they  were  only  tiled  as  the  medium 
of  worfhip  and  emblems  of  the  Deity  ;  [Stackhoufe,  Book  vi.  clu 
r.]  But  as  the  nature  of  lin  is  progrellive,  fo  one  degree  of  ido¬ 
latry  leads  to  another  ;  and  when  men  once  conceived  the  Deity 
«/  *  * 

to  refemble  calves,  it  was  but  one  itep  farther  to  worfhip  thine 
calves  themielves. 
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and  foon  after  the  worfhip  of  Baal  was  introduced  into 
the  kingdom  of  Judah,  viz.  in  Jehoram’s  reign,  by 
his  marrying  Athaiiah,  the  daughter  of  Ahab.  After  this 
God  began  to  cut  Ifrael  fhort,  by  finally  deflroying  and 
fending  into  captivity  that  part  of  the  people  that  dwelt 
beyond  Jordan,  [II.  Kings  x.  32,  &c.]  And  then  I  ig- 
lath-Pilezer  iubdued  and  captivated  all  thofe  of  the 
northern  parts  of  the  land;  [II.  Kings  xv.  29.]  at  lair 
all  the  ten  tribes  were  fubdued  by  Salmanefer,  and  finally 
carried  cantive  out  of  their  own  land.  After  this  alio 

x 

the  kingdom  of  Judah  was  carried  captive  into  Babylon, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  nation  never  returned.  Thofe 
that  returned  were  but  a  fmall  number,  compared  with 
what  had  been  carried  captive  ;  and  for  the  1110ft  part 
after  this  they  were  dependent  on  the  power  of  other 
Rates,  being  fubjedl  one  while  to  fine  kings  of  Perfia, 
then  to  the  monarchy  of  the  Grecians,  afterwards  to  the 
Romans.  And  before  Chriffis  time,  the  church  of  the 
Jews  was  become  exceeding  corrupt,  over-run  with  fu- 
perftition  and  felf-righteoufnefs.  How  fmall  a  flock  was 
the  church  of  Chrift  yi  the  days  of  his  incarnation  ! 

God,  by  his  gradual  decline  of  the  Jewifh  Rate  and 
church  from  Solomon’s  time,  prepared  the  way  for  the 
coming  of  Chrift  feveral  ways. 

(1.)  The  decline  of  the  glory  of  this  legal  difpenfa- / 
tion  made  way  for  the  introduction  of  the  more  glorious 
difpenfation  of  the  golpel.  The  ancient  difpenfation. 
Inch  as  it  was  in  Solomon’s  time,  had  no  glory,  when 
compared  with  the  fpiritual  difpenfation  introduced  by 
Chrift.  T  he  church,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  was  a 
child  under  tutors  and  governors,  and  God  dealt  with  it 
as  a  child.  Thofe  pompous  externals  are  called  by  the 
apoftle,  weak  and  beggarly  elements .  It  was  fit  that  thofe 
things  fhould  be  diminifhed  as  Chrift  approached ;  as 
John  the  Baptift,  his  forerunner,  fpeaking  of  him  fays, 

*  He  niuft  increafe,  but  I  muft  decreafej  [John  iii.  30.] 
It  is  fit  that  the  twinkling  liars  fhould  gradually  with¬ 
draw  their  glory,  when  the  fun  is  approaching  towards 
his  riling. 


LS 


(2.)  This 
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(2.)  This  gradual  decline  alio  tended  t.o  prepare  for 
Ch  rift’s  coming,  as  it  difplayed  the  glory  of  God’s 
power,  in  the  great  eft  efts  of  his  redemption.  God’s 
people  being  fo  diminiflied ,  and  weakened  by  one  ftep 
after  another,  till  Chrift  came,  was  very  much  like  the 
diminifhing  Gideon’s  army;  God  told  Gideon,  that  the 
people  that  was  with  him,  was  too  many  for  him  to  deliver 
the  Midianites  into  their  hands,  left  Ifrael  ihould  vaunt 
themfelves  againft  him,  faying,  4  My  own  hand  hath 
4  laved  me  ’  And  therefore  all  that  were  fearful  were 
commanded  to  return  ;  and  there  returned  twenty  and 
two  thoufand,  and  there  remained  ten  thoufand.  But 
id'll  they  were  too  many  ;  and  then,  by  trying  the  people 
at  the  water,  they  were  reduced  to  three  hundred  men. 
So  the  people  in  Solomon’s  time  were  too  many,  and 
mighty,  and  glorious  for  Chrift ;  therefore  he  diminiflied 
them  ;  flrft,  by  fending  off  the  ten  tribes,  and  then  by 
the  captivity  into  Babylon  ;  afterward  they  were  farther 
dimini fhed  by  the  great  and  general  corruption  that  there 
was  when  Chrift  came  ;  fo  that  Chrift  found  very  few 
godly  perfons  among  them  :  and  with  a  fmall  handful  of 
clifciples,  he  conquered  the  world*  Thus  high  things 
were  brought  down,  that  Chrift  might  be  exalted. 

(3.)  This  prepared  the  way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  as  it 
made  the  falvation  of  thofe  Jews  that  were  faved  by  him 
more  confpicuous  :  though  the  greater  part  of  the  nation 
of  the  Jews  was  rejefted,  and  the  Gentiles  called  in  their 
room,  yet  there  were  a  great  many  thoufands  of  the  Jews 
that  were  faved  by  Chrift  after  his  refurreftion.  [Afts 
xxi.  20.]  They  being  taken  “from  fo  low  a  ftate  under 
temporal  calamity  in  their  bondage  to  the  Romans,  and 
from  a  ftate  of  great  fuperftition  and  wickednefs*  it  made 
their  redemption  the  more  viiibly  glorious. 

I  have  taken  notice  of  this  difpenfation  of  Providence 
In  the  gradual  decline  of  the  Jewifli  church  in  this  place, 
becaufe  it  began  in  the  reign  of  Solomon. 

1  5.  I  would  here  take  notice  of  the  additions  that  were 
made  to  the  canon  of  Scripture  in  or  foon  after  the  reign 
of  Solomon  *  fome  of  them  by  Solomon  himfelf,  who 

wrote 
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wrote  the  books  of  Proverbs  and  Eccleiiaftes,  probably 
near  the  dole  of  his  reign.  But  his  writing  the  Song 
of  Songs,  as  it  is  called,  is  what  is  efpecially  here  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of,  which  is  wholly  on  the  fubjedf  that  we 
are  upon,  viz.  Chrilt  and  his  redemption,  reprefenting 
the  high  and  glorious  relation,  union,  and  love,  which  is 
between  Cirri  ft  and  his  redeemed  church,  (s)  And  the 

liiilory 

(s)  The  song  of  songs  written  by  Solomon  As  many  ferious 
minds  have  doubted  the  divine  authority  of  this  book,  and  fome 
critics  and  divines  have  too  haflily  given  it  up,  we  prefume  it 
may  be  an  acceptable  fcrvice  to  our  readers,  in  as  concife  a  man¬ 
ner  as  poilible,  to  colledl  the  evidences  in  its  favour  : 

1.  That  Solomon  compofed  many  fongs  or  poems  is  certain, 
[I.  Kings  iv.  32.]  and  lince  the  title  of  this  book  (which  is  con- 
felTedly  very  ancient)  nfcribes  it  to  him,  it  feems  very  eafy  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  as  the  book  of  Proverbs  was  compiled  from  his  wife 
fayings,  this  book  might  be  preferved  as  the  1110ft  excellent  of  his 
fongs.  To  Solomon,  therefore,  it  has  conflantly  been  referred, 
and  fo  far  have  its  enemies  generally  been  from  denying  it,  that 
this  circumflance  has  been  made  a  principal  argument  againfl  its 
authority.  This  opinion  is  very  much  ifrengthened  from  feve- 
ral  pallages  in  the  Song  itfelf *  [Chap.  iii.  21.]  4  Goforth,  and 
behold  King  Solomon  — (viii.  12.)  4  My  vineyard  is  before  thee, 
c  O  Solomon  !’  Alfo  feveral  of  the  comparifons  ufed,  as  the  tent 
curtains  of  Solomon,  and  Pharaoh’s  chariot  horfes,  would  hardly 
have  been  ufed  by  a  later  author. 

2.  Should  it  be  afked,  at  what  period  of  his  life  Solomon  wrote 
it  ?  If  we  may  form  any  judgement  from  the  ifile  and  images  made 
ufe  of,  it  was  moll  probably  in  the  early  part  of  it,  before  his 
heart  was  drawn  a  fide  from  virtue  and  religion  ;  fo  moil  Chriflian 
and  many  Jewifh  writers ;  for  that  it  was  not  written  during  the 
time  of  his  apoflafy,  is  clear 

From,  3.  its  early  admifiion  into  the  Jewifh  canon,  and  the  con- 
flant  veneration  it  has  received  in  the  Chriflian  church.  Among 
the  Hebrews  it  was  ranked  in  the  fame  clafs  with  Daniel  and  Eze¬ 
kiel,  and  forbid  to  be  read  by  their  young  men  till  t.hey  arrived 
at  mature  age,  on  account  of  its  myflerious  contents.  [Preface 
to  Patrick's  Paraph,]  Jofephus ,  though  he  does  not  diflindtly 
pame  the  facred  books,  enumerates  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
may  be  fairly  fuppofed  to  include  this.  And  in  the  Chriflian 
church,  Melito,  Bp.  of  Sardis,  exprellly  mentions  it  as  early  a$ 
A.  D.  160.  [Bp.  Cojins'  Schoolaflic  Hill.  p.  1 5  and  32,] 

4.  Another  argument  in  favour  of  this  book  may  be  derived 
from  CQmparing  it  with  other  paflages  of  fenpture,  particularly 

£  i  Pi  aim 
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hiftory  of  the  fcriptures  feems,  in  Solomon’s  reign,  and 
and  iome  oi  the  next  fucceeding  ones,  to  have  been 


Pialm  xlv.  and  Ifa.v.  i,  &rc.  where  many  of  the  fame  images  are 
applied  to  divine  objects  ;  and  it  David  was  the  author  of  the 
former,  as  is  extremely  likely,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppoled  that  his 
Ion  would  have  taken  the  lame  figures,  and  burlelqued  the  piety 
oi  his  father  by  applying  them  to  the  objedt  of  a  carnal  love. 

v  R  has  indeed  been  alledged,  that  the  name  of  God  does 
not  occur  in  this  book — that  the  name  of  David  is  differently 
Ipclt  in  the  Hebrew  from  what  it  is  in  other  books  written  prior 
to  the  captivity — that  it  contains  no  precepts  of  piety  or  religion 
— that  its  file  is  loofe  and  immodeft,  and  that  it  is  neither  quoted 
nor  referred  to  by  any  other  of  the  iacred  writers. — The  two  fir  If 
have  been  (hewn  to  be  founded  on  mi idake.  [Findlay's  Vind.  of 
the  Sac.  Books,  p.  452,  and  the  Hebrew  of  cap.  viii.  6.]  If  the 
book  be  allegorical,  as  we  fhall  endeavour  to  fnew,  it  muff  con- 
fcquently  be  full  of  piety  and  religion.  The  file  of  the  original 
lias  been  proved  to  be  perfectly  modell  and  delicate*  [Michaelis* s 
Notes  on  Lowth’s  Pradeil.  p.  160.]  as  well  as  elegant  and  beau¬ 
tiful,  [See  New  Tranfiation,  8vo.  1764.]  and  if  fo  much  cannot 
be  laid  for  our  verfion,  feme  apology  may  at  leaff  be  made  for 
the  time  111  which  it  was  made. — As  to  the  laft  objection,  our 
difficulty  arifes  from  the  number  of  parallel  phrales  ufed  in 
both  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  which  makes  it  not  eafy  to  af- 
certain,  whether  the  texts  in  quellion  be  or  be  not  quotations  of 
tills  book  ;  this  very  objection,  however,  forms  a  powerful  argu¬ 
ment  in  its  favour. 

6.  A  modern  Jew,  of  confiderable  learning  and  ingenuity,  ha9 
given  his  opinion  of  the  book  as  follows  :  “  This  poem  is  an  en¬ 
tire  allegory,  as  Aben  Ezra  obferves.  ...  It  commences,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  opinion,  at  the  time  of  Abraham,  and  extends  to  the 
times  of  the  Meffiah  ;  and  which  deferibes  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  exprefiion)  the  conjugal  union  of  God  with  the  Jewifh  church. 
....  This  is  the  folemn  compact  fo  frequently  celebrated  by  al- 
moft  all  the  Jewifh  writers  under  the  fame  image.”  [Lev? s  DiCt. 
in  Dfty.]  The  fentiments  of  the  other  Jewifh  Rabbins  correfpon- 
dent  herewith  may  be  feen  in  the  Preface  to  Patrick's  Paraphrale, 
Gi/i's  Comment,  and  Poll  Syn.  Crit.] 

It  would  be  leading  us  too  far  to  review  the  fentiments  of 
Chriflian  expofitors — in  the  general  they  are  agreed,  that  this 
Song  exp  re  files  the  fiublime  and  fpiritual  love,  which  fubhfts  be¬ 
tween  the  Redeemer  and  his  church,  and  though  we  have  not 
been  thoroughly  pleafied  with  any  of  the  allegorical  commenta¬ 
ries  we  have  feen,  it  is  hoped,  the  hints  given  by  Bp.  Lovcth, 
Profelfior  Micbaelis ,  Mr.  Harmer ,  and  the  author  of  the  New 
Tranfiation,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  Bp.  Patrick,  Dr,  Gill,  and 
Mr.  Henry,  on  the  other,  may  fome  day  produce  this  defidera- 
timu  [H-  E.] 

iqcreakcj 
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increafed  by  the  prophets  Nathan,  Ahijah,  Sheinaiah,  and 
Iddo.  It  is  probable  that  part  of  the  hiftory  which  wet 
have  in  the  firft  of  Kings  was  written  by  them,  by  what 
is  laid  II.  Chron.  ix.  29. — xii.  15. — xiik  2  2: 

16.  God’s  upholding  his  church  and  religion  through 
this  period  was  truly  wonderful,  conlidering  the  pronenelk 
of  that  people  to  idolatry.  When  the  ten  tribes  had 
generally  and  finally  forfaken  the  worfhip  of  God,  he 
kept  up  the  true  religion  in  the  kingdom  of  Judah  ;  and 
when  they  corrupted  themfelves,  as  they  very  often  did 
exceedingly,  and  idolatry  was  ready  totally  to  ex-tingnifh 
it,  yet  God  kept  the  lamp  alive,  and  was  often  pleafed 
when  things  teemed  to  be  come  to  an  extremity,  and 
religion  at  its  laid  gafp,  to  grant  blelled  revivals  by  re¬ 
markable  out-pourings  of  his  Spirit,  particularly  in  He- 
zekiah  and  Joliah’s  time. 

17.  God  kept  the  book  of  the  law  from  being  loft  in 
times  of  general  and  long  continued  negleft  of,  and  en¬ 
mity  againft  it.  The  moil  remarkable  inllance  of  this 
kind  was  the  prefervation  of  the  book  of  the  law  in  the 
time  of  the  long  apoitafy  of  Manaflah,  and  then  after¬ 
wards  in  the  reign  of  Amos  his  foil.  Thus  while  the  book 
of  the  law  was  lb  much  neglecled,  and  luch  a  carelefs 
and  profane  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  temple 
prevailed,  that  the  copy  of  the  law,  which  ufed  to  be 
laid  up  by  the  fide  of  the  ark  in  the  Holy  of  Holies,  was 
loft  tor  a  long  time  ;  no  body  knew  where  it  was.  But 
yet  God  preferved  it  from  being  finally  fo.  In  Jofiah’s 
time,  when  they  came  to  repair  the  temple,  it  was  found 
buried  tin  rubbifh,  after  it  had  been  loft  fo  long  that 
Jofiah  himfelf  leerns  to  have  been  much  a  ftranger  to  it 
till  now.  [II.  Kings  xxii.  8,  &c.]  (t) 

18.  God's 


(  r  )  Ihe  book  of  the  la-zv  loft.]  The  enemies  of  revelation 
would  be  glad  to  prove,  and  fome  of  them  have  attempted  it, 
that  the  book  now  found  was  the  only  remaining  copy  of  the  law* 
ami. ha\ c  e\en  inunuated,  that  this  might  be  in  great  meafure 
fa 01  Rated  by  the  priefts*  But  the  facred  hiftorian  gives  no  ground 
fox  inch  fufpicions  ;  for,  iuppoiing  that  many  copies  might  have 

I  i  2.  been 
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1 8,  God's  preferring  the  tribe  of  which  Chrift  was  to 
proceed,  from  being  ruined  through  the  many  and  great 
dangers  of  this  period.  The  viiible  church  of  Chrift  from 
Solomon’s  reign  was  chiefly  in  the  ten  tribes  of  Judah. 
The  tribe  of  Benjamin,  which  was  annexed  to  them, 
Was  but  very  fmail,  and  that  of  Judah  exceeding  large  ; 
as  Judah  took  Benjamin  under  his  covert  when  he 
went  into  Egypt  to  bring  corn,  fo  the  tribe  of  Benjamin 
fee  me  d  to  be  under  the  covert  of  Judah  ever  after  :  and 
though,  on  occafion  of  Jeroboam’s  fetting  up  the  calves 
at  Bethel  and  Dan,  the  Levites  reforted  to  Judah  out  of 
all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  [II.  Chron.  xi.  13.]  ;  yet  they 
were  alio  final!,  and  not  reckoned  among  the  tribes  ;  and 
though  many  of  the  ten  tribes  did  aifo  on  that  occafion, 
for  the  fake  of  the  worfhip  of  God  in  the  temple,  leave 
their  inheritances  in  their  feverai  tribes,  and  removed 
and.  fettled  in  Judah,  and  fo  were  incorporated  with 
them,  as  [II.  Chron  xi.  16.]  yet  the  tribe  of  Judah  was 
fo  much  the  prevailing  part,  that  they  were  all  called  by 
one  name,  they  were  called  Judah  ;  therefore  God  laid 
to  Solomon,  ]L  Kings  xi.  13.]  i  l  will  not  rend  away  all 

*  the  kingdom  ;  but  will  give  one  tribe  to  thy  foil,  for 

*  David  my  fervant’s  fake  and  for  Jerufalem’s  fake,  which 
4  I  have  chofen  [alfo  ver.  32,  36.]  So  when  the  ten 
tribes  were  carried  captive,  it  is  fa  id,  there  was  none  left 
but  the  tribe  of  Judah  only:  [II.  Kings  xvii.  18.} 
Whence  they  were  called  Jews. 

‘This  was  the  tribe  of  which  Chrift  was  to  come  ;  and 
of  this  chiefly  did  God's  vlfible  church  confift,  from  So- 

.heen  deftroyed  or  loft  in  the  preceding  apoftafy,  yet  the  Lord  al¬ 
ways  referred  himfeif  a  people  to  whom  his  word  was  precious, 
and  who  would  never  part  from  it,  but  with  their  lives.  The  fact 
here  feems  to  be,  that  the  fhidy  of  the  Bible  had  been  miierably 
negleifted  :  and  that  the  king  who  was  commanded  to  write  out  a 

o  ?  o 

copy  himfeif,  [Dent.  xvii.  18.]  had  been  brought  up  in  ignorance 
of  it— that  the  copy  now  found  was  a  very  ancient  and  valuable 
manufcript— perhaps,  (as  the  Hebrew  phraie  is,  in  or  by  the  hand 
of  Mefes)  the  very  original  itfelf — the  difeovery  of  which  might 
well  be  fuppofed  to  occafion  great  joy  among  them.  [II.  Chron. 
xxjdv.  14.]  | See  Gill9 s  Comment.]  [LT.  S.] 

lomon’s 
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lomon’s  time  :  this  was  the  people  over  whom  the  Kings 
which  were  legal  anceftors  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  houte 
of  David,  reigned.  The  people  were  wonderfully  pre~ 
ferved  from  deftruftion  during  this  period,  when  they 
often  feemed  to  be  upon  the  brink  of  it,  and  juft  ready  to 
be  f wallowed  up.  So  it  was  in  Rehoboam’s  time,  when 
Shifhak,  king  of  Egypt,  came  againft  Judah  with  fuch  a 
vaft  force  ;  yet  then  God  manifeftly  pre ferved  them  from 
being  deftroyed,  [II.  Chron.  xii.  2,  &c.]  So  again  in 
Abijah's  time,  when  Jeroboam  let  the  battle  in  array 
againft  him  with  eight  hundred  thoufand  cho fen  men  ; 
a  mighty  army  indeed  1  [II.  Chron.  xiii.  3.]  Then  God 
wrought  deliverances  to  Judah,  out  of  regard  to  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace  eftablifhed  with  David,  as  is  evident  hr 
ver.  4,  5.  ;  and  the  victory  they  obtained  was  becaulc 
the  Lord  was  on  their  fide,  [ver.  12.]  Again  in  A  fa's 
time,  when  Zerah  the  Ethiopian  came  againft  him  with 
a  yet  larger  army  of  a  thoufand  thoufand  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  chariots,  [II.  Chron.  xiv.  9.]  On  this  occafion  Afa 
cried  to  the  Lord  and  trufted  in  him;  being  fenfible  that 
it  was  nothing  with  him  to  help  thofe  that  had  no  power ; 
[ver.  11.]  4  And  Afa  cried  unto  the  Lord  his  God,  and 
4  faid,  Lord,  it  is  nothing  with  thee  to  help,  whether 
4  with  many,  or  with  thofe  that  have  no  power.’  And 
accordingly  God  gave  them  a  glorious  viftory  over  this 
mighty  ho  ft. 

So  again  it  was  in  Jehofhaphat’s  time,  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Moab,  of  Ammon,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Mount 
Seir,  combined  together  againft  Judah,  with  a  mighty 
army,  a  force  vaftly  fuperior  to  any  that  Jehofhaphat 
could  raife  ;  who,  with  his  people,  was  greatly  afraid  ; 
yet  they  fet  themfelves  to  feek  God  on  this  occafion, 
trufted  in  him,  and  were  told  by  one  of  his  prophets,  that 
they  need  not  fear,  nor  fhould  they  have  any  occafion  to 
fight  in  this  battle,  but  only  to  fraud  ftill  and  fee  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  Lord.  Accordingly  they  only  flood  ftilL 
and  fang  praifes  to  God,  who  made  their  enemies  do  the 
work  themfelves,  by  killing  one  another  ;  while  the 
children,  of  Judah  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  gather  the 

fpoil, 
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fpoil,  which  was  more  than  they  could  carry  a  wav,  ;  IP, 
Chron.  xx.  J 

So  it  was  in  Ahaz’s  time,  of  which  we  have  1  poke  11  al¬ 
ready.  Again  in  Hezekiaivs,  when  Sennacherib,  king  of 
Aflyria,  the  greateft  monarchy  that  was  then  in  the  world,, 
came  up  againft  all  the  fenced  cities  of  judah,  after  he 
had  conquered  moft  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  and 
fent  Rabfhakeh,  the  captain  of  his  holt,  againft  ferula- 
lem,  who  in  a  very  proud  and  fcornful  manner  intuited 
Hezekiah  and  his  people,  as  being  fure  of  victory  ;  and 
the  people  were  trembling  for  fear,  like  lambs  before  a 
lion.  Then  God  fent  Ifaiah  the  prophet  to  comfort  them, 
and  allure  them  that  they  Ihould  not  prevail  ;  as  a  token 
of  which  he  gave  them  this  lign,  viz.  that  the  earth,  for 
two  years  fucceflively,  Ihould  bring  forth  food  of  1  tie  if, 
from  the  roots  of  the  old  ftalks,  without  their  plowing  or 
lowing  ;  and  then  the  third  year  they  Ihould  low  and  reap, 
and  plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  them,  and  live 
on  the  fruits  of  their  labours,  as  they  were  wont  to  do 
before.  [See  II.  Ki  ngs  xix.  29.]  This  is  mentioned  as 
a  type  of  what  is  promifed  in  ver.  30.  31.  6  And  the 

4  remnant  that  is  efcaped  of  the  houfe  of  Judah,  fhall 

*  yet  again  take  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward. 

*  For  out  ot  Jerufalem  fhall  go  forth  a  remnant,  and  they 
4  that  efcape  out  of  Mount  Zion  :  the  zeal  of  the  Lord 
4  of  bolls  fhall  do  this.’  The  corn’s  springing  again  after 
it  had  been  cut  olf  with  the  tickle,  and  bringing  forth 
another  crop  from  roots  that  feemed  to  be  dead,  reprefen ts 
the  church’s  reviving  again,  as  it  were  out  of  its  own 
alhes,  and  flourilhing  like  a  plant  after  it  had  been  cut 
down  feemingly  pall  recovery.  When  the  enemies  of  the 
church  have  done  their  utmofl,  and  feemed  to  have  gained 
their  point,  and  to  have  overthrown  the  church,  fo  that 
the  being  of  it  is  fcarcely  vilible,  vet  there  is  a  fecret  life 
in  it  that  will  caufe  it  to  flourifh  acain,  and  to  take  root 
downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward.  This  was  now  fulfil¬ 
led  ;  for  the  king  of  Affyria  had  already  taken  and  car¬ 
ried  captive  the  ten  tribes  ;  and  Sennacherib  had  alio  ta¬ 
ken  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  and  ranged  the  country 

round 


FROM  DAVID  TO  THE  CAPTIVITY. 


2\1 


round  about  ;  Jerufalem  only  remained,  and  Rabfhakeh 
had  in  his  own  imagination  already  fwallowed  that  up  ; 
as  he  had  alio  in  the  fearful  apprehenfions  of  the  Jews 
themfelves.  But  God  wrought  a  wonderful  deliverance. 
He  Pent  an  angel,  that  in  one  night  fmote  an  hundred 
fourfeore  and  five  thoufand  in  the  enemy’s  camp. 

19.  In  the  reign  of  Uzziah,  and  the  following  reigns, 
God  was  pleafed  to  raife  up  a  let  of  eminent  prophets, 
who  ih 011  Id  commit  their  prophecies  to  writing,  and  leave 
them  for  the  ule  of  his  church  in  all  ages.  We  before 
obferved,  that  God  began  a  fucceffion  of  prophets  in  ID 
rael  in  Samuel’s  time  ;  but  none  of  them  are  fuppofed  to 
have  written  books  of  prophecies  till  now.  Several  of 
them  indeed  wrote  hiftories  of  the  wonderful  difpenfa- 
tions  of  God  towards  his  church,  as  we  have  obler- 
ved  already  of  Samuel,  Nathan,  and  Gad,  Ahijah,  and 
Iddo,  The  hiflory  of  Ifrael  feems  to  have  been  farther 
carried  on  by  Iddo  and  Shemaiah  :  [II.  Chron.  xii.  15.] 
4  Now  the  acts  of  Rehoboam,  firft  and  laid,  are  they  not 
4  written  in  the  book  of  Shemaiah  the  prophet,  and  Iddo 
4  the  feer,  concerning  genealogies  ?’  And  after  that  [II. 
Chron.  xx.  34.]  4  Jehu  the  foil  of  Hanani,  who  is  men- 
4  tioned  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael,’  [See  I.  Kings 
xvi.  1  —  7.]  And  then  it  was  continued  by  the  prophet 
Ifaiah  :  [II.  Chron.  xxvi.  22.]  6  Now  the  reft  of  the 
4  a <Sts  of  Uzziah,  firft  and  1  aft,  did  Ifaiah  the  prophet,  the 
4  fon  of  Amos,  w7rite.’  He  probably  did  it  as  well  in 
the  fecond  book  of  Kings,  as  in  the  book  of  his  pro¬ 
phecy.  And  the  hiflory  was  carried  on  and  finifhed  by 
other  prophets  after  him.  But  now  did  God  firft  raife 
up  a  fet  of  great  prophets,  not  only  to  write  hiftories,  but 
prophecies.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  thought  to  be  Hofea 
the  fon  of  Beeri,  and  therefore  his  prophecy,  the  word  of 
the  Lord  by  him,  is  called  [Hof.  i.  2.]  4  The  beginning 
4  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  Hofea;’  that  is,  the  firft 
part,  of  the  written  word  of  that  kind.  He  prophelled 
jn  the  days  of  Uzziah,  Jotham,  Ahaz,  and  Hezekiah, 
kings  of  Judah,  and  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam,  the  fon  of 

Joafh, 
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joafh,  king  of  Iirael.  There  were  many  other  witnelles, 
for  God  raifed  up  about  this  time,  to  commit  their  pro¬ 
phecies  to  writing,  viz.  ifaiah,  Amos,  Jonah,  Micab, 
i^runiDij  and  probably  fome  others  ;  and  lo  from  that 
tune  forward  God  continued  a  fucceffion  of  writing  rmw 
phets. 

i  his  was  a  great  advance  in  the  affair  of  redemption, 
as  will  appear,  if  we  confide r  that  the  main  bufinefs  of 
the  prophets  was  to  point  out  Chrift  and  his  redemption, 
I  he  great  end  of  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  being  given  them 
was,  that  they  might  give  teftimony  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
[Rev,  xix.  i o.  j  4  I  or  the  teftimony  of  jefus  is  the  Spirit 
of  prophecy/  And  therefore  we  find,  that  the  main 
thing  that  moft  of  the  prophets  in  their  writings  inf  ft 
upon,  is,  Chrift  and  Ins  redemption,  and  the  glorious 
times  of  the  gofpe],  which  ftiould  be  in  the  latter  days  ; 
and  though  many  other  things  were  fpoken  of  by  them, 
yet  they  feem  to  be  only  introductory  to  their  prophecy 
of  thefe  things.  Whatever  they  predict,  here  their  pro¬ 
phecies  commonly  terminate. 

Tilde  prophets  wrote  chiefly  to  prepare  the  way  for 
the  coming  of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  that  ftiould  follow. 
And  m  what  an  exalted  ft  ram  do  they  all  ipeak  of  thofe 
things  !  Other  things  they  fpeak  of  as  other  men.  But 
when  they  come  upon  this  iubjedt,  what  a  heavenly  fub- 
limity  is  there  in  their  language  !  Some  of  them  are  very 
particular  and  full  in  their  predictions  of  thefe  things, 
and  above  all,  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  (who  is  therefore  de- 
iervediy  called  the  evangelical  prophet)  feems  to  teach  the 
glorious  dodtrine  of  the  gofpel  almoft  as  plainly  as  the 
apoftles,  who  preached  after  Chrift  was  aftually  come. 
The  apoftle  Paul  therefore  takes  notice,  that  the  prophet 
Efaias  is  very  bold,  [Rom.  x.  20.]  i.  <?.  as  the  word  is  11  fed 
in  the  New  Teftament,  very  plain,  fo  [II.  Cor.  if.  12.] 

4  we  iTe  great  plainnefs  of  fpeechft  u  e *  4  boldnefs/  as 
in  the  margin.  How  plainly  and  fully  does  the  prophet 
Ifaiah  defcribe  the  manner  and  circumftances,  the  nature 
*nd  end,  of  the  bufferings  ana  facritke  of  Chrift,  in  the 
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liiid.  chap,  of  his  prophecy,  (u)  T'here  is  fcarce  a  chapter 
iu  the  New  Teflament  itfelf  more  lull  of  it.  And  how 
much,  and  in  what  a  llrain,  does  the  fame  prophet  fpeak. 

from 

(u)  Ifaiah  fredifted  Cbrift9 s  sufferings.]  The  glorious  pro¬ 
phecy  here  referred  to  commences  with  the  13th  verfe  of  chap,  lih 
and  includes  the  whole  of  chap.  liii.  It  is  fo  important  and  ex¬ 
cellent  a  prophecy,  that  we  are  perfuaded  our  readers  will  admit 
the  propriety  of  reviewing  at  leaf!  the  principal  verfes  in  it. 

We  begin,  for  brevity  lake,  with  chap.  liii.  4.  4  Surely  he  hath 
*  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our  borrows/  not  only  by  fympa- 
thy  in,  fupport  under,  and  a  miraculous  deliverance  from  them  ; 
[Mat.  viii.  16,  17.]  but  as  Handing  in  our  place,  he  bare  our  fins 
in  his  own  body,  [I,  Pet.  ii.  24.]  4  Yet  we  efleemed  him  [judi- 
4  daily]  ffricken,  fmitten  of  God  and  afhi&ed.’  He  was  treated 
by  his  own  people,  the  Jews,  as  an  impoftor,  a  blafphemer,  and 
accurfed  of  God. 

Ver.  5.  4  But  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreilions ;  he  was 

bruifed  for  our  iniquities :  the  chaftilement  of  our  peace  (by 
4  which  our  peace  is  effected)  was  laid  upon  him ;  and  with  his 
4  ilripes  (or  by  his  bruifes)  are  we  healed.’  Wonderful  Re¬ 
deemer  !  by  what  extraordinary  methods  of  love  and  grace  doff 
thou  eftedt  the  falvation  of  thy  people ! 

Ver.  6.  4  All  we,  like  fheep  have  gone  affray  ;  we  have  turned 
{  every  one  to  his  own  way  5  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  (hath  made 
4  to  light)  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.’  As  the  fins  of  Ifrael 
were  laid  on  the  fcape-goat,  and  fent  into  the  land  of  oblivion  ; 
fo  were  our  fins,  in  all  their  aggravated  and  complicated  heinouf- 
nefs,  made  to  meet  by  imputation  upon  him ;  and  he  buffered, 

4  the  juff  for  the  unjuff/  to  bring  us  unto  God!  [I.  Peter  iff. 

18.] 

Ver.  7.  4  He  was  opprefled,  and  he  was  afflidled’ — Bp.  Lowth’s 
tranflation  is  more  elegant  and  pointed,  4  It  [/.  e,  the  punifhment 
of  fin]  was  exadled,  and  he  was  made  anfwerable/  juft  as  a 
furety  when  a  debtor  becomes  infolvent ;  but  whether  this  verfion 
be  more  exadf  and  defenfible,  we  muff  not  now  flop  to  inquire. 
— The  prophet  goes  on,  4  Yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth;  he  is 
4  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  as  a  fheep  before  her 
4  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.’  How  literally 
was  this  fulfilled  in  the  behaviour  of  the  Lamb  of  God ! 

Ver.  8.  4  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgement:’  but 
the  word  [ivy]  does  not  appear  to  fignify  a  prifon,  nor  was  our 
Lord  ever  confined  in  one ;  we  therefore  here  again  prefer  the 
rendering  of  Bp.  Lowth ,  44  By  an  opprelffve  judgement  wras  he 
taken  off,  and  who  lliall  declare  his  generation  V’  i\  e.  as  his 
Lordlhip  has  largely  and  fatisfadtorily  proved,  4  Who  would  de- 
*  dare  his  manner  of  lifer’  who  fhall  witnefs  the  purity  of  hh 
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from  time  to  time  of  the  glorious  benefits  of  Chrift,  the 
unfpeakable  bleffings  which  fhall  redound  to  his  church 
through  his  redemption  !  Jefus  Chrift,  the  perfon  that 

I 

conduit  and  chara&er  ? — Peter,  where  art  thou  ? — Alas !  he  has 
denied  his  Mailer,  and  the  reft  of  his  difciples  have  ail  forfaken 
him  and  fled*  Nor  would  his  enemies  have  admitted  evidence, 
had  it  appeared,  4  for  he  was  cut  oft  from  the  land  of  the  living  ; 
1  for  the  tranigjeilion  or  my  people  was  he  ftricken.’ 

\er.  9.  4  And  he  made  his  grave,’ — or  rather,  4  His  grave  was 
4  appointed  with  the  wicked,  and  with  the  rich,’ — not  4  in  his 
4  death,’  but  4  with  the  rich  man  was  his  tomb;’ — fo  Schindler , 
Drujius ,  Drs,  Hunt ,  Gr .  Sharp ,  jfuhhy  Bp.  L,orwth%  &c.  which  ex- 
adlly  co  ire  1  pen  as  with  the  event  recorded  by  the  evangelift. 
[Matt,  xxvii.  57 — 60.]— 4  Becaufe  (or  although)  he  had  done  no 
4  violence,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth;  [ver.  10.}  yet 
4  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  he  hath  put  [him]  to  grief.’ 
— When  thou  fhalt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,’  i.  e.  as 
Bp.  L  o-jjthy  4  a  propitiatory  facriftce,’ — 4  He  fliali  fee  (his)  feed, 
4  he  fhall  prolong  (his)  days, — or,  4  which  fhall  prolong  their 
i  days, —and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fhall  profper  in  his  hand.’ 
This  and  the  following  verfes  plainly  predicted  not  only  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Chrift,  and  the  caufe  and  nature  of  them,  as  an  atone¬ 
ment  for  our  fins,  but  alfo  the  glory  that  was  to  follow,  when 
he  fliould  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul  and  be  fatisfied,  which  was 
accomplifhed  when  Jelus  arofe  from  the  dead,  afeended  up  on 
high,  and  be  flowed  that  copious  effuiion  of  the  Spirit,  by  which 
thoufands  were  converted  at  a  fermon. 

But  what  lay  the  Jews  to  this  prophecy  ?>  Some  refer  it  to  Je¬ 
remiah,  others  to  the  people  of  Ifrael ;  it  is  hard  to  fay  which 
of  thefe  is  mofl  abfurd,  but  feme  have  honeftly  confelied,  4i  The 
Rabbins  of  hleffed  memory  with  one  lip,  according  to  received 
tradition,  declare  that  thefe  words  are  fpoken  of  Meffiah  the 
King.” — And  when  the  Spirit  fhall  be  poured  out  again  from  on 
high,  then  fhall  they  behold  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and 
mourn,  and  believe  in  him. 

We  fhall  only  add,  that  by  this  remarkable  prophecy  the  eu¬ 
nuch  wras  converted  to  Chriftianity  in  the  apoftolic  age,  [Adis  viii. 
27 — 40.]  and  near  our  own  times,  a  noble,  but  profligate  earl, 
[Lord  Roche fter]  owred  his  converfton  to  the  fame  means.  His 
lordfliip  confeffed,  that  as  he  heard  this  chapter  read,  44  He  felt 
an  inward  force  upon  him,  which  did  fo  enlighten  his  mihd,  and 
convince  him,  that  he  could  refill  it  no  longer ;  for  the  words 
had  an  authority,  which  did  llioot  like  rays  into  his  mind,  ...» 
which  did  fo  effedlnally  conftrain  him,  that  he  did  ever  after  as 
firmly  believe  in  his  Saviour,  as  if  he  had  feen  him  in  the  clouds. 
[See  Bp.  Lowth's  Ifaiah,  and  Dr.  Gr.  Sharp' s  Arg.  from  the  Prophe¬ 
cies,  p.  222,  &c.  from  whom  the  fubftance  of  the  above  is  chiefly 
taken.]  [L  NT.] 
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this  prophet  fpoke  fo  much  of,  once  appeared  to  Ifaiah  in 
the  form  of  the  human  nature,  the  nature  that  he  fhould 
afterwards  take  upon  him.  [On  vk  i.]  ‘  I  law  alfo  the 

*  Lord  fitting  on  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his 

*  train  filled  the  temple,’  Nc.  It  was  Chrift  that  Ifaiah 
now  faw,  as  we  are  exprefsly  told  in  the  New  Teftament., 
{John  xii,  39—41.] 

And  if  we  confider  the  abundant  prophecies  of  this 
and  the  other  prophets-,  what  a  great  increafe  was  there  of 
the  light  of  the  gofpel  ?  How  plentiful  arc  the  revelations 
and  prophecies  of  Chrift  now,  to  what  they  were  in  the 
fir  ft  period  of  the  Old  Teftament,  from  Adam  to  Noah? 
or  in  the  fecond,  from  Noah  to  Abraham  ?  or  to  what 
they  were  before  Mofes,  or  in  the  time  of  Mofes,  Jofliua 
and  the  Judges  ?  Great  part  of  the  Old  Teftament  was 
written  now  from  the  days  of  Uzziah  to  the  captivity 
into  Babylon.  And  how  excellent  are  thofe  portions  of 
it  !  What  a  precious  treafure  have  thofe  prophets  coin* 
mitted  to  the  church  of  God,  tending  greatly  to  confirm 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  !  and  which  has  been  of  great  com¬ 
fort  and  benefit  to  God’s  church  in  all  ages  fince?  and 
doubtlefs  will  be  to  the  end  of  the  world*. 


§  VI*  From  the  Babylonish  captivity  to  the 

COMING  of  CHRISTi 

_  i  COME  now  to  the  laft  period  of  the  Old  Teftament* 
Viz.  that  which  begins  with  the  Babylonifh  captivity* 
and  extends  to  the  coming  of  Chrift,  being  the  greateft 
pa?,  t  of  fix  hundred  years,  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  was  carried  on  through  this  time.  — -  But  be¬ 
fore  I  enter  upon  particulars,  I  would  obferve  three  things 
wherein  this  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  preceding! 

(1.)  Though  we  have  no  account  of  a  great  part  of 
this  period  in  the  feripture  liiftory,  yet  the  events  of  it  are 
more  the  fubjeft  of  feripture  prophecy,  than  any  of  the 
preceding.  1  here  are  two  ways  wherein  The  feriptures 
give  account  of  the  events  by  which  the  work  of  redemp-* 
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tion  is  carried  on  ;  viz.  hillory,  and  prophecy  :  and  in 
one  or  the  other  of  thefe  ways,  we  have,  in  the  feriptures, 
an  account  how  the  work  of  redemption  is  carried  on 
from  the  beginning.  Although  they  are  not  a  proper  hif- 
tory  of  the  whole,  yet  therein  is  contained  the  chain  of 
all  the  great  events  by  which  this  affair  hath  been  carried 
on  from  the  fall  to  the  end  of  the  world,  either  in  hif- 
tory  or  prophecy.  And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  where 
the  feripture  is  wanting  in  one  of  thefe  ways,  it  is  made 
up  in  the  other.  Where  feripture  hillory  fails,  there 
prophecy  takes  place  ,  fo  that  the  account  is  {fill  carried 
on,  and  the  chain  is  not  broken,  till  we  come  to  the  very 
fail  link  of  it  in  the  confummation  of  all  things. 

And  accordingly  it  is  obfervable  of  the  period  or  Ipace 
of  time  that  we  are  upon,  that  though  it  is  fo  much  lefs 
the  fubjedt  of  feripture  hillory,  than  moll  of  the  prece¬ 
ding,  fo  that  there  is  above  four  hundred  years  of  which 
the  feripture  gives  us  ito  hillory,  yet  the  events  of  this 
period  are  more  the  fubjedl  of  prophecy  than  all  the 
preceding  together.  Moll  of  thofe  remarkable  prophecies 
of  the  book  of  Daniel;  alfo  moil  of  thofe  in  Ifaiah,  Je¬ 
remiah,  and  Ezekiel,  againft  Babylon,  Tyrus,  Egypt,  and 
many  other  nations,  were  fulfilled  in  this  period. 

Thus  the  reafon  why  the  feriptures  gives  us  no  hillory 
of  fo  great  a  part  of  this  period,  is  not  becaufe  the  events 
of  this  period  were  not  fo  important,  or  lefs  worthy  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  than  the  events  of  the  foregoing  ;  but 
there  are  feveral  other  reafons  which  may  be  given  of  it. 
One  is,  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  the  Spirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy  fhould  ceafe  in  this  period,  (for  reafons  that  may 
be  given  hereafter)  ;  fo  that  there  were  no  prophets  to 
write  the  hillory  of  thefe  times  ;  and  therefore  God  de¬ 
fining  this,  took  care  that  the  great  events  of  this  period 
Ihould  not  be  without  mention  in  his  word..  It  is  ob¬ 
fervable,  that  that  fet  of  writing  prophets  that  God  raifed 
up  in  Ifrael,  were  railed  up  at  the  latter  end  of  the  fore¬ 
going  period,  and  at  the  beginning  of  this  ;  which  it  is 
likely  was  partly  for  that  reafon,  that  the  time  was  now 

approaching,  of  which,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  having 

ceafed, 
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ceafed,  there  was  to  be  no  icripture  hiilory,  and  theieiorc 
no  other  icripture  account  than  what  was  gnen  in  pro¬ 
phecy. 

Another  reafon  that  may  be  given  why  theie  was  i o 
great  a  part  of  this  period  left  without  an  hiftoncal  ac¬ 
count  in  icripture,  is,  that  God  in  his  providence  took 
care,  that  there  fhould  be  authentic  and  full  accounts  oi 
the  events  ot  tins  period  preierved  m  piotane  luitory.  It 
is  remarkable,  that  with  reipect  to  the  events  or  the  mo 
preceding  periods,  of  which  the  fcriptures  give  the  hiftory, 
profane  hiilory  gives  us  no  account,  or  at  lead  ot  but  veiy 
few  of  them.  There  are  many  fabulous  and  uncertain 
accounts  of  things  that  happened  before  ;  but  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  times  oi  authentic  profane  hiitory  is  judged 
to  he  but  little  more  than  an  hundred  years  before  Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar’s  time.  The  learned  men  among  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  ufed  to  call  the  ages  before  that  the 
fabulous  age  ;  but  the  times  after  that  they  called  the  Bijlo- 
rical  age.  And  from  about  that  time  to  the  coming  of 
Chrift,  we  have  undoubted  accounts  in  profane  hiilory 
of  the  principal  events;  accounts  that  wonderfully  agree 
with  the  many  prophecies  that  we  have  in  icripture  of 
thofe  times. 

Thus  did  the  great  God,  that  difpofes  all  things,  take 
care  to  give  an  hiftorical  account  of  things  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world,  through  all  thofe  former  ages  which 
profane  hiilory  does  not  reach,  and  ceafed  not  till  he  came 
to  thofe  later  ages  in  which  profane  hiilory  related  things 
with  fome  certainty  :  and  concerning  thofe  times,  lie 
gives  us  abundant  account  in  prophecy,  that  by  compa¬ 
ring  profane  hiilory  with  thofe  prophecies,  we  might  fee 
their  agreement. 

(2.)  This  being  the  laid  period  of  the  Old  Tcfta- 
meat,  and  the  next  to  the  coming  oi  Chrift,  Teems  to 
have  been  remarkably  diflinguifhad  from  all  others  in  the 
great  revolutions  that  were  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  to  make  way  for  his  kingdom.  The  time  now 
drawing  nigh,  wherein  Chrift,  the  great  King  and  Saviour 
of  the  world,  was  to  come,  great  and  mighty  were  the 

changes 
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changes  that  were  brought  to  pafs  in  order  to  it.  The 
way  had  been  preparing  for  his  coming,  from  the  fall  of 
man,  through  all  the  foregoing  periods  ;  but  now  the 
time  drawing  nigh,  things  began  to  ripen  apace,  and  Di¬ 
vine  Providence  wrought  wonderfully  now.  The  greateft 
revolutions  that  any  hiftory  whatfoever  gives  an  account 
of;  fell  out  in  this  period.  Alrnoft  all  the  then  known 
i\orld,  i.  e.  all  the  nations  that  were  round  about  the 
lanci  of  Canaan,  far  and  near,  that  were  within  the  reach 
of  their  knowledge,  were  overturned  again  and  again. 
All  lands  weie  in  their  turns  fubdued,  captivated,  and  as 
it  were,  emptied,  and  turned  upfide  down,  and  that  molt 
of  them  repeatedly,  in  this  period  ;  agreeable  to  that 
prophecy,  [I fa.  xxiv.  I.]  ‘  Behold,  the  Lord  maketh  the 
eartn  empty  ;  he  maketh  it  wake,  and  turneth  it  upfide 
4  down,  and  fcattereth  abroad  the  inhabitants  thereof.5 

Lms  emptying,  and  turning  upude  down,  began  with 
God?s  vifible  church,  in  their  captivity  by  the  King  of 
Babylon.  And  then  the  cup  from  them  went  round  to 
all  other  nations,  agieeable  to  what  God  revealed  to  the 
piophet  Jeremiah,  [xxv.  15 — 27*]  Here  fpecial  refpeft 
feems  to  be  bad  10  the  great  revolutions  that  there  were 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  in  the  times  of  the  Babylonifh 
empire.  But,  after  that,  there  were  three  general  overturn¬ 
ings  of  the  world  before  Chrift  came,  in  the  fucceffion  of 
the  thiee  great  monarchies  of  the  world  that  arofe  after 
the  BaDylomfh  empire.  Lne  king  of  Babylon  is  repre~ 
fented  in  fciipture  as  overturning  the  world  ;  but  after 
that  the  Babylonifh  empire  was  overthrown  by  Cyrus,  who 
founded  the  Perfian  empire  in  the  room  of  it  ;  which 
was  of  much  greater  extent  than  the  Babylonifh  empire  in 
its  greatefl  glory.  Thus  the  world  was  overturned  the 
fecond  time.  And  then,  after  that,  the  Perfian  empire 
was  overthrown  by  Alexander,  and  the  Grecian  fet  up 
upon  the  ruins  of  it ;  which  was  ft  ill  of  much  greater 
extent  than  the  Perfian  :  and  thus  there  was  a  general 
overturning  of  the  world  a  third  time.  And  then,  after 
that,  the  Grecian  empire  was  overthrown  by  the  Romans, 
and  the  Roman  on  it  eftablifhed ;  which  vaftly  exceeded 
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all  the  foregoing  empires  in  power  and  extent  of  domi¬ 
nion.  And  fo  the  world  was  overturned  the  fourth 
time. 

Thefe  feveral  monarchies,  and  the  great  revolutions  of 
the  world  under  them,  are  abundantly  fpoken  of  in  the 
prophecies  of  Daniel.  They  are  reprefented  in  Nebu- 
chadnezzer’s  image  of  gold,  filver,  brafs,  and  iron,  and 
Daniel’s  interpretation  of  it  in  the  fecond  chapter,  and 
the  viiion  of  the  four  beads,  and  the  angel’s  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  it  in  chap.  vii.  And  the  fucceffion  of  the  Per- 
dan  and  Grecian  monarchies  is  more  particularly  repre¬ 
fented  in  the  viith  chap,  in  the  vifion  of  the  ram  and  the 
lie-goat,  and  again  in  chap.  xi. 

And  bedde  thefe  four  general  overturnings  of  the  world, 
the  world  was  kept  in  a  conftant  tumult  between  whiles  ; 
and  indeed  was  as  it  were  in  a  continual  convulfion  through 
this  whole  period  till  Chriil  came.  But  before  this  period, 
the  face  of  the  earth  was  comparatively  in  quietnefs  : 
though  there  were  many  great  wars,  yet  we  read  of  no 
fuch  mighty  and  univerfal  convuldons  as  there  were  in 
this  period.  The  nations  of  the  world, -  mod:  of  them, 
had  long  remained  on  their  lees,  as  it  were,  without  be¬ 
ing  emptied  from  veflel  to  vedel,  as  is  faid  of  Moab,  [Ter. 
xlviii.  ii.J  Now  thefe  great  overturnings  were  becaufe 
the  time  of  the  great  Mediah  drew  nigh.  [Ezek.  xxi. 
27.]  4  I  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  it,  and  it  fhall 
4  he  no  more,  until  he  come  whofe  right  it  is,  and  I  will 
4  give  it  him.’  The  prophet,  by  repeating  the  word  over¬ 
turn  three  times,  has  refped  to  three  overturnings,  as  in 
the  Revelation,  [viii.  13.]  The  repetition  of  the  word 
woe  three  times,  dgnifies  three  diftincl  woes  ;  as  appears 
by  what  follows,  [ix.  12.]  4  One  woe  is  pad  and  again 
j  xi.  14.]  4  The  fecond  woe  is  pad,  and  behold  the  third 
‘  woe  cometh  quickly.’ 

It  mud  be  noted,  that  Ezekiel  prophefied  in  the  time 
of  the  Babylonifh  captivity ;  and  therefore  there  were 
three  great  and  general  overturnings  of  the  world  to  come 
after  this  prophecy,  before  Chrid  came ;  the  fird  by  the 
Berdans,  the  fecond  by  the  Grecians,  the  third  by  the 

Romans ; 
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Romans  ;  and  then  after  that,  Chrift,  whofe  right  it  was 
to  take  the  diadem  and  reign,  iliould  come.  Here  thefe 
great  revolutions  are  evidently  fpoken  of  as  preparatory  to 
the  coming  and  kingdom  of  Chrift.  But  to  underhand 
the  words  right,  we  mu  ft  note  the  particular  expreffion, 
1  I  will  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  it,9  u  e .  the  diadem 
and  crown  of  lirael,  or  the  fupreme  temporal  dominion 
over  God’s  vifible  people.  This  God  faid  fhould  he  no 
more,  u  c.  the  crown  fhould  be  taken  off,  and  the  diadem 
removed,  as  it  is  faid  in  the  foregoing  verfe.  The  fu¬ 
preme  power  over  Ifrael  iliould  be  no  more  in  the  royal 
line  of  David,  to  which  it  properly  belonged,  but  fhould 
be  removed  away,  and  given  to  others,  and  overturned 
from  one'  to  another :  fir  ft  the  fupreme  power  over  Ifrael 
fhould  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Perlians ;  and  then  it  fhould 
be  overturned  again  ,  and  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
Grecians  ;  and  then  it  fhould  be  overturned  again,  and 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans,  and  fhould  be  no 
more  in  the  line  of  David,  till  that  very  perfon  fhould 
come,  that  was  the  fon  of  David,  whofe  proper  right  it 
was,  and  to  whom  God  would  give  it.  (w) 

That  thofe  great  revolutions  were  all  to  prepare  the 
way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  and  ere&ing  his  kingdom  in  the 
world,  is  farther  manifeft  by  Haggai,  [ii.  6,  7.)  ‘  For 

*  thus  faid  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Yet  once  it  is  a  little  while, 

*  and  I  will  fhake  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  the 

(w)  The  crown  of  Ifrael  overturned .]  In  a  preceding  Note, 
(g,  p.  1 6 1.)  we  have  fliewn,  that  the  fceptre  was  not  to  depart 
until  Shiloh  came  ,*  here  we  fee  the  crown  was  to  be  taken  away, 
and  not  reftored  till  the  Mefliah*s  coming.  Thefe  aiTertions  may 
appear  at  firft  fight  i neon fiftent ;  but  are  to  be  reconciled  by  a 
very  obvious  diflinffion  between  the  fceptre  of  the  tribe,  and  the 
diadem  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  certain,  as  our  author  has  fliewn, 
that  long  before  Chrifl’s  incarnation  the  Jews  became  fubjeft  to 
the  heathen  empires,  and  yet  were  not  wholly  ftript  of  temporal 
power  till  afterward.  They  preferr  ed  a  form  of  civil,  as  well  as 
ecclefiafhcal  government  of  their  own  ;  yet  were  in  a  ftate  of  vaft 
falage  and  lubjeffion  to  other  crowns.  In  a  word,  they  had  a 
power,  hut  not  the  fupreme  power,  among  themfelves. — This 
makes  the  accoruplifhmeat  of  thefe  prophecies  much  more  re- 
markable,  [I«  N.} 

4  fax 
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<  fea,  and  the  dry  land  :  and  I  will  fhake  all  nations,  and 
*  the  delire  of  all  nations  lh all  come,  and  I  will  fill  this 
‘  houfe  with  priory,  faith  the  Lord  ol  hofts.’  [See  alfo  ver. 
21 — 23.]  It  is  evident  by  this,  that  thefe  commotions, 
whereby  the  thrones  of  kingdoms  and  armies  were  over¬ 
thrown,  and  every  one  came  down  by  the  fword  of  his 
brother,  were  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  coming  of  him 
who  is  4  the  defire  of  all  nations.’  (x) 

The  great  changes  and  troubles  that  have  fometimes 
been  in  the  vifible  church  of  Chrift,  are  [in  Rev.  xii.  2.] 
compared  to  the  church’s  being  in  travail  to  bring  forth 
Chrift  :  fo  thefe  great  troubles  and  mighty  revolutions 
before  Chrift  was  born,  were,  as  it  were,  the  world’s 
being  in  travail  to  bring  forth  the  Son  of  God.  The 

(x)  The  desire  of  all  nations.']  That  this  prophecy  refperied 
the  Meffiah,  we  have  the  cleareft  proof  by  comparing  this  text 
with  Mai.  iii.  1,  2.  where  4  the  defire  of  all  nations’  is  explained 
of  4  the  Lord  whom  ye  (Jews)  feek,  even  the  meffenger  (or  an- 
4  gel)  of  the  covenant.’  And  the  houfe  to  be  filled  with  glory 
is  called  the  temple  ;  nor  can  the  Jews  in  their  prefent  Rate  of 
apoftafy  any  way  account  (as  will  be  hereafter  (hewn)  for  the 
glory  of  the  latter  temple  being  faid  to  exceed  that  of  the  former, 
namely,  Solomon’s.  But  why  is  Chrift  called  4  the  dcjire  of  all 
nations  ?’  Were  they  indeed  fenfible  of  their  guilt  and  mifery, 
and  ready  to  embrace  the  Saviour  ?  Alas !  no.  But  they  all 
groaned  beneath  the  weight  of  temporal  calamity — they  were  op- 
preiled  with  tyranny  and  fuperftition  ;  they  had  alfo  fome  general 
expectation  of  a  great  deliverer,  which  they  had  gathered  from 
tradition,  and  fome  partial  knowledge  of  revelation. — Thus  far 
they  were  prepared  for  his  coming  ;  and  as  Chrift  came  to  deliver 
them  eventually  from  thefe  evils,  as  well  as  others  of  which  they 
had  little  conception,  he  might  well  be  called  4  the  defire  of  all 
4  nations.’  Farther,  he  might  well  be  fo  called,  as  uniting  in 
his  perfon  every  attribute  and  excellence  worthy  the  efteem  and 
veneration  of  mankind.  Riches,  honour,  peace,  and  whatever 
we  call  good  and  great,  if  they  have  any  luftre,  derive  it  from 
him  ;  and  in  him,  as  the  grand  focus  of  every  ray  of  blefiednefs 
which  the  Deity  has  emitted,  they  all  unite  and  complete  their 
glory:  4  It  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  fliould  all  fullnefs 
4  dwell.’ 

This  prophecy  has  been  ably  defended  againft  the  objections, 
and  fupported  by  the  conceffions  of  Jewifh  writers,  as  wrell  as 
other  arguments,  by  the  late  Dr.  Owen  on  the  Hebrews,  Vol.  i. 
Exercit.  13.  _  [N.  U.J 
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apoftle,  in  the  viiith.  of  Romans,  reprefents  the  whole 
creation  as  groaning  and  travailing  in  pain  together  until 
now,  to  bring  forth  the  liberty  and  manifeftation  of  the 
children  of  God.  Thereto  the  world  being  fo  long  a 
time  kept  in  a  Rate  of  war  and  bloodfhed,  prepared  the 
way  for  the  coming  of  the  Prince  of  peace,  as  it  Ihowed 
the  great  need  the  world  flood  in  of  fuch  a  prince. 

It  pleafed  God  to  order  it  in  his  providence,  that 
earthly  power  and  dominion  fhould  be  raifed  to  its  great- 
eft  height,  and  appear  hi  its  utmoft  glory,  in  thofe  four 
great  monarchies  that  fucceeded  one  another,  and  that 
every  one  fhould.  be  greater  and  more  glorious  than  the 
preceding,  before  he  let  up  the  kingdom  of  his  Son. 
By  this  it  appeared  how  much  his  fpiritual  kingdom 
exceeded  the  moft  glorious  temporal  ones.  The  ftrength 
and  glory  of  Satan’s  kingdom  in  thefe  four  mighty  mo¬ 
narchies,  appeared  in  its  greateft  height  :  for  thofe  were 
the  monarchies  of  the  heathen  world,  and  fo  the  ftrength 
of  them  was  the  ftrength  of  Satan’s  kingdom.  God  fuf- 
fered  the  latter  to  rife  to  fo  great  a  height  of  power  and 
magnificence  before  his  Son  came  to  overthrow  it,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  his  more  glorious  triumph.  Goliath 
muft  have  on  all  his  armour  when  the  ftripling  David 
comes  again!!  him  with  a  fling  and  a  Hone,  for  the 
greater  glory  of  David’s  vi&ory.  God  fuffered  one  of 
thofe  great  monarchies  to  fubdue  another,  and  ere£l  itfelf 
on  the  other’s  ruins,  appearing  ftill  in  greater  ftrength, 
and  the  laft  to  be  the  ftrongeft  and  mightieft  of  all  ; 
that  fo  C'hrift,  in  overthrowing  that,  might,  as  it  were, 
overthrow  them  all  at  once  ;  as  the  ftone  cut  out  of  the 
mountain  without  hands,  is  reprefented  as  deftroying  the 
whole  image,  the  gold,  the  filver,  the  brafs,  the  iron,  and 
the  clay ;  fo  that  all  became  as  the  chaff  of  the  fummer 
th  re  fh  i  n  g-  fl  o  o  r . 

Thefe  mighty  empires  were  fuffered  thus  to  convulfe 
the  world,  and  deftroy  one  another  :  and  though  their 
power  was  fo  great,  yet  they  could  not  uphold  them- 
felves,  but  fell  one  after  another,  and  came  to  nothing, 
even  the  laft  of  them,  which  was  the  ftrongeft,  and  had 
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fallowed  up  the  earth-.  It  pleafed  God  thus  to  fhow  in 
them  the  inllability  and  vanity  bf  all  earthly  power  and 
greatnels  ;  which  ferved  as  a  foil  to  fet  forth  the  glory  of 
the  kingdom  of  his  Son,  which  never  fhall  be  deftroyed, 
[Dan.  ii.  44.]  c  In  the  days  of  tliefe  kings  fhall  the 
<  God  of  heaven  fet  up  a  kingdom,  which  fhall  never  be 

*  deftroyed  :  and  the  kingdom  fhall  not  be  left  to  other 
4  people,  but  it  fhall  break  in  pieCes,  and  confume  all 

*  tliefe  kingdoms,  and  it  fhall  Hand  for  ever/  So  greatly 
does  this  differ  from  all  thofe  kingdoms  :  they  vanifh 
away,  and  are  left  to  other  people  ;  but  this  fhall  ftand 
for  ever.  God  fuffered  the  devil  to  do  his  utmoft,  and 


to  eftablifh  his  intereft,  by  fetting  up  the  greateft,  ftrong- 
-eft,  and  moft  glorious  kingdoms  in  the  World,  before 
the  defpifed  JefuS  overthrew  him  in  his  empire.  Chrift 
came  into  the  world  to  bring  down  the  high  things  of 
Satan’s  kingdom,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  might  be  on 
every  one  that  is  proud  aftd  lofty,  and  every  high  tower, 
and  every  lofty  mountain;  [Ifaiah  ii.  12,  &C;]  And 
therefore  tliefe  things  were  fuffered  to  rife  very  high, 
that  Chrift  might  appear  fo  much  the  more  glorious  in 
being  above  them. — Thus  Wonderfully  did  the  great  and 
wife  governor  of  the  world  prepare  the  way  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  glorious  kingdom  of  his  beloved  fon  Jefus; 

(3*)  Another  thing  for  which  this  laft  period  or  fpace 
of  time  before  Chrift  was  particularly  remarkable,  was  the 
wonderful  preservation  of  the  church  through  all  thofe 
overturnings.  1  his  was,  oil  fome  accounts,  more  re¬ 
markable  through  this  period,  than  through  any  of  the 
foregoing.  It  Was  very  wonderful  that  the  church*  which 
now  was  fo  weak,  aiid  in  fo  low  a  ftate,  and  moftly 
fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of  heathen  monarchies,  fhould 
be  preferved  for  five  or  fix  hundred  years  together*  While 
the  world  was  fo  often  overturned,  and  the  earth  Was  tent 
in  pieces,  and  made  fo  often  empty  and  wafte,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  it  came  down  fo  often  every  one  by  the 
fword  of  his  brother*  I  fay  it  was  wonderful  that  the 
church  in  its  weak  and  low  ftate,  being  but  a  little 
handful  of  men,  fhould  be  preferved  in  all  tliefe  great 
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convulsions  ;  efpecially  confidering  that  the  land  of  Judea, 
the  chief  place  of  the  church’s  refidence,  lay  in  the  midft  of 
them,  as  it  were  in  the  middle  between  the  contending 
parties,  and  was  very  much  the  feat  of  war  arnongil 
them,  and  was  often  over-run  and  fubdued,  and  Some¬ 
times  in  the  hands  of  one  people,  and  Sometimes  another, 
and  very  much  the  objedt  of  the  envy  and  hatred  of  all 
heathen  nations,  and  often  almoil  ruined  by  them,  great 
multitudes  of  its  inhabitants  being  Slain,  and  the  land  in 
a  great  meafure  depopulated  ;  and  thofe  who  had  them 
m  their  power,  often  intended  the  utter  defhruffion  of 
the  whole  nation.  Yet  they  were  upheld  ;  they  were 
preierved  in  their  captivity  in  Babylon,  and  they  were 
upheld  again  under  all  the  dangers  they  pafTed  through, 
under  the  kings  of  Periia,  and  the  much  greater  dangers 
they  were  liable  to  under  the  empire  of  the  Greeks,  and 
afterwards  when  the  world  was  trodden  down  by  the 
Romans. 

Their  prefervation  through  this  period  was  alSo  pecu¬ 
liarly  remarkable,  in  that  we  never  read  of  the  church’s 
Suffering  persecution  in  any  former  period  in  any  meafure 
to  Such  a  degree  as  they  did  in  this,  under  Antiochus 
Epiphanes,  of  which  more  afterwards.  This  wonderful 
prefervation  of  the  church  through  all  thefe  overturnings 
of  the  world,  gives  light  and  confirmation  to  what  we 
read  in  the  xlvith.  Pfalm  4  God  is  our  refuge  and  Strength-, 
4  a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble.  Therefore  will  not  we 
4  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the 
4  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midfi:  of  the  lea  ;  though 
4  the  waters  thereof  roar,  and  be  troubled  ;  though  the 
4  mountains  Shake  with  the  Swelling  thereof.’ 

T  H  U  S  I  have  taken  notice  of  Some  general  things 
wherein  this  laft  period  of  the  Old-Teftament  times  was 
distinguished.  I  come  now  to  confider  how  the  work  oi 
redemption  was  carried  on  in  particulars. — And, 

i.  The  firfl:  thing  that  here  offers  is  the  captivity  of 
the  Jews  into  Babylon.  This  was  a  great  difpenfation 

of  providence,  and  Such  as  never  was  before.  The  chil¬ 
dren 
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are  11  of  Ifrael  in  the  time  of  the  judges,  had  often  been 
brought  under  their  enemies  ;  and  many  particular  perfona 
were  carried  captive  at  other  times.  But  never  had  there 
been  any  fucli  thing  as  deftroying  the  whole  land,  the 
fan&uary,  and  the  city  ot  Jerulalem,  and  all  the  cities 
and  villages  of  the  land,  and  carrying  the  wnole  body  ot 
the  people  out  of  their  own  land  into  a  country  many 
hundred  miles  diftant,  and  leaving  the  land  ot  Canaan 
empty  ot  God’s  vilible  people.  1  he  ark  had  once  tor- 
faken  the  tabernacle  of  Shilo,  and  was  carried  captive 
into  the  land  of  the  Philiftines  :  but  never  had  there 
been  any  fuch  thing  as  the  burning  the  fauftuary,  and 
utterly  deftroying  the  ark,  and  carrying  away  all  the 
facred  vellels  and  uteniils,  and  breaking  up  all  their  ftated 
worth  ip  in  the  land,  and  the  land’s  lying  waft  and  empty 
for  fo  many  years  together.  How  lively  are  thofe  things 
fet  forth  in  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah,  (y) — The 
work  of  redemption  was  promoted  by  this  remarkable 
difpenfation  in  thefe  following  ways. 

( 1.)  It  finally  cured  that  nation  of  their  idolatry.  The 
prophet  Ifaiah,  fpeaking  of  the  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift,  [  ii.  1 8.]  fays,  4  the  idols  he  fliall  utterly  abo- 
4  lifhP  When  the  time  was  drawing  near,  that  God 
would  abolilh  heathen  idolatry,  through  the  greater  part 
of  the  known  world,  it  pleafed  him  firft  to  abolifh  hea¬ 
then  ifm  among  his  own  people,  by  their  captivity  in  Ba¬ 
bylon. 

(y)  The  lamentations  of  Jeremiah .]  4C  There  is  nothing 
in  all  the  tragedians,  not  in  Euripedes  himlelf,  (fo  mafterly  in  his 
mourning  ftrokes)  that  is  equally  moving  and  tender  with  the 
Lamentations  of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah — 4*0  that  my  head  were 
4  waters,  and  mine  eyes  fountains  of  tears  !  —  O,  all  ye  that  pafs 
4  by,  behold  and  fee  if  there  be  any  forrow  like  unto  my  forrow  P 
....  It  is  a  piece  of  fuperlative  beauty,  and  ....  comprifes  all 
the  eloquence  of  mourning.  4  Did  we  ever  find  (fays  the  eloquent 
4  Dr.  South)  forrow  flowing  in  fuch  a  natural  prevailing  pathos  ? 
4  •  •  •  •  One  would  think  that  every  letter  was  wrote  with  a  tear  j 
4  every  word  was  the  noife  of  a  breaking  heart ;  that  the  author 
4  was  a  man  compared  of  for  rows,  difeiplined  to  grief  from  his 
4  infancy;  one  Who  never  breathed  but  in  lighs,  norfpoke  but  ia 
4  a  groan.”  [Blackwall's  Sac.  Claffics5  Vol.  i.] 
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This  nation,  which  was  addi£ted  to  idolatry  for  (o 
many  ages,  and  not  reformed  by  all  the  reproofs,  warn¬ 
ings,  corrections,  and  judgements  inflicted  on  them  for  it, 
were  now  finally  cured  ;  fo  that  however  fome  might  fall 
into  this  fin  afterwards,  as  they  did  about  the  time  of 
Antiochus’s  perfection,  yet  the  nation,  as  a  nation,  ne¬ 
ver  (hewed  any  hankering  after  this  fin  any  more.  This 
was  a  remarkable  and  wonderful  change  in  that  people, 
and  what  direCtly  promoted  the  work  of  redemption,  as 
it  was  a  great  advancement  of  the  intered  of  religion. 

(2.)  It  was  one  thing  that  prepared  the  way  for  ChrifTs 
coining,  and  fetting  up  the  glorious  dilpenfation  of  the 
gofpel,  as  it  took  away  many  of  thofe  things,  wherein 
confided  the  glory  of  the  Jewifh  difpenfation.  FirA,  it 
removed  the  temporal  diadem  of  the  houfe  of  David 
away  from  them,  /.  e .  the  fupreme  and  independent  go¬ 
vernment  of  themfelves.  The  time  now  approaching, 
when  Chrift,  the  great  and  everlading  king  of  his  church, 
was  to  reign,  Jt  was  time  for  the  typical  kings  to  with¬ 
draw.  The  Jews  henceforward  were  always  dependent 
011  other  nations,  until  Chrid  came,  for  near  fix  hundred 
years,  except  about  ninety  under  the  Maccabees  and  their 
poderity,  during  which  fpace  they  maintained  a  fort  of 
independence  by  continual  wars. 

Again,  by  the  captivity,  the  glory  and  magnificence 
of  the  temple  was  taken  away,  and  the  temple  that  was 
built  afterwards,  was  nothing  in  comparifon  with  it. 
Thus  it  was  meet,  when  the  time  drew  nigh  that  the  glo-t 
rious  antitype  of  the  temple  fhould  appear. 

Another  thing  that  they  lod  by  the  captivity,  was  the 
two  tables  of  the  tedimony  delivered  to  Mofes,  on  which 
God  with  his  own  finger  wrote  the  ten  commandments 
on  Mount  Sinai.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  pfeferved  in 
the  ark  till  the  captivity,  and  were  there  when  Solomon 
placed  the  ark  in  the  temple,  [I.  Kings  viii.  9.]  ‘  There 

*  was  nothing  in  the  ark,  fave  the  two  tables  of  done, 

*  which  Mofes  put  there  at  Horeb.’ 

Another  thing  that  the  Jews  now  lod,  was  the  Urim 
and  Thummim,  [Ezra  ii.  63.]  6  And  the  Tirfhatha  faid 

*  unto 
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*  unto  them,  that  they  fhould  not  eat  of  the  moll  holy 

*  things,  till  there  fhould  Hand  up  a  priefl  with  Urim 

*  and  Thummim And  we  have  no  account  that  this 
was  ever  reftored  ;  but  the  ancient  writings  of  the  Jews 
fay  the  contrary.  What  this  Urim  and  Thummim  was, 
I  fhall  not  now  inquire  ;  but  only  obferve,  that  it  was 
fomething  by  which  the  high  priefl  inquired  of  God,  and 
received  immediate  anfwers  from  him,  or  by  which  God 
gave  forth  immediate  oracles  on  particular  occafions.  This 
was  now  withdrawn,  the  time  approaching  when  Chrifl, 
the  antitype  of  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  the  great  word 
and  oracle  of  God,  was  to  come,  (z) 

Another  thing  that  the  ancient  Jews  fay  was  wanting 
in  the  fecond  temple,  was  the  Shechinah,  or  cloud  of 
glory  over  the  mercy  feat.  This  was  promifed  to  be  in 
the  tabernacle,  [Levit.  xvi.  2.]  ‘  For  I  will  appear  in  the 

(z)  The  Urim  W  Thummim.]  To  enumerate  all  the  diffe¬ 
rent  opinions  of  the  learned  on  this  fubjedt  would  be  tedious  ra¬ 
ther  than  edifying.  The  following  are  the  moll  generally  re¬ 
ceived  : 

1.  Moll  Chrillian  writers  take  the  Urim  and  Thummim  to  mean 
the  precious  Hones  in  the  bread-plate  of  the  high  pried  ;  but  the 
rabbins  will  have  it  that  the  ineffable  name  (Jehovah)  was  inferred 
between  the  folds,  not  by  the  workmen,  as  the  dones  were,  but 
by  Moles  himfelf  under  Divine  direction.  [Exod.  xxviii.  xxix.] 

2.  The  an  Ever  of  this  oracle  mud  either  have  been  collected  by 
the  peculiar  radiancy  of  certain  letters  of  the  names  of  the  tribes 
engraved  on  thefe  dones  ;  or  rather  be  delivered  by  a  voice  from 
the  Shechinah,  as  at  other  times,  Numb.  vii.  8,  9.  See  I.  Sam. 
xxiii.  11,  12. — xxx.  8. — II.  Sam.  ii.  1.— Judges  i.  1,  2. — xx.  18. 
All  are  agreed  that  this  method  was  only  lawful  for  the  mod  emi¬ 
nent  perfons,  and  on  the  mod  important  occafions.  The  Jews 
add,  that  it  was  never  ufed  after  the  building  of  Solomon’s  tem¬ 
ple  ;  and  give  this  reafon,  that  the  tribes  were  foon  after  divided, 
and  it  could  only  be  lawfully  confuited  in  cafes  in  which  they  were 
all  concerned. 

If  the  anfwer  was  given  by  a  voice  from  the  mod  holy,  then  the 
only  ufe  of  the  bread-plate  feems  to  have  been  as  a  memorial  of 
the  twelve  tribes  before  God,  herein  typifying  him  who  bears  ail 
the  names  of  his  chofen  people  on  his  heart,  and  thus  condantly 
appears  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us. 

[For  farther  fatisfadlion  on  this  very  difficult  fubject,  fee  Prz- 
,Wr’s  Connection,  Part  II.  Book  3.  Lev? s  Dictionary,  and 
rarkhurjl' s  Lexicon  in  t>k.]  [G.  E.] 
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cloud  upon  the  mercy  feat.’  And  we  read  of  the  cloud 
ot  glory  defcending  into  the  tabernacle,  [Exod.  xh  35.] 
and  fo  likewife  with  refpect  to  Solomon’s  temple.  But 
we  have  no  account  that  this  cloud  of  glory  was  in  the 
fecond  temple  ;  and  the  ancient  accounts  of  the  lews 
fay,  that  there  was  no  fuch  thing  there.  This,  indeed, 
was  necdlefs  in  the  fecond  temple,  confidering  that  God 
had  promifed  to  fill  it  with  glory  another  way,  viz.  by 
Chriil’s  coming  into  it  ;  which  was  afterwards  fulfilled, 
[Haggai  ii*  7 .]  4  I  will  fhake  all  nations,  and  the  delire  of 
all  nations  ihail  come,  and  I  will  till  this  houfe  with 
*  glory,  faith  the  Lord  of  hoRs.* 

Another  thing  that  the  Jews  in  their  ancient  writings 
mention,  as  being  now  withdrawn,  was  the  fire  from 
heaven  on  the  altar.  When  Mofes  built  the  tabernacle 
and  altar  in  the  wildernefs,  and  the  firft  facrifices  were 
offered  on  it,  fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and  confu- 
med  the  burnt-offering,  [Levit.  ix.  24.]  and  again,  when 
Solomon  built  the  temple,  and  offered  the  firft  facrifices, 
[II.  Chron.  vii.  i.j  This  fire  was  never  to  go  out,  but 
with  the  greateit  care  to  be  kept  alive,  [Levit.  vi.  13.] 

4  The  fire  fhall  ever  be  burning  upon  the  altar  ;  it  fhall 
4  never  go  out.’  And  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  the 
fire  in  Solomon’s  time  ever  went  out  till  the  temple 
was  deftroyed  by  the  Babylonians  ;  but  then  it  was  ex¬ 
tinguished,  and  never  reftored,  And  the  Jews,  after 
their  return,  were  forced  to  make  ufe  of  their  common 
fire  inftead  of  it,  according  to  the  ancient  tradition  of 
the  Jews.  Thus  the  lights  of  the  Old  Teftament  go 
out  on  the  approach  of  the  glorious  Sun  of  righteouf- 
nefs. 

(3.)  The  captivity  in  Babylon  was  the  occafion  of 
another  thing,  which  afterwards  promoted  the  fetting  up 
of  Chrift’s  kingdom  in  the  world,  viz.  the  difperfion  of 
the  Jews  through  the  greater  part  of  the  known  world, 
for  the  whole  nation  being  carried  away  far  out  of  their 
own  land,  and  continuing  in  a  Rate  of  captivity  for  fo 
long  a  time,  they  got  them  pofleffions,  built  houfes,  and 
fettled  themfelves  in  the  land  of  their  captivity,  agreeable 

to 
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to  the  direction  that  Jeremiah  gave  in  the  letter  lie  wrote 
to  them,  [chap,  xxix.j  And  therefore,  when  Cyrus  gave 
them  liberty  to  return  to  the  land  where  they  had  for¬ 
merly  dwelt,  many  of  them  never  returned  ;  they  were 
not  willing  to  leave  their  fettlements  and  polfeliions  there 
to  go  into  a  defolate  country,  many  hundred  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  which  none  but  the  old  men  among  them  had  ever 
feen  ;  and  therefore  they  were  but  few,  but  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber  that  returned.  Great  numbers  tarried  behind,  though 
they  ftili  retained  the  fame  religion  with  thofe  that  re¬ 
turned,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  pradlifed  in  a  foreign  land. 
Thofe  meffengers  [Zechariah  vii.]  that  came  to  inquire 
of  the  priefts  and  prophets  in  Jerufalem,  Sherezer  and 
Regem-melech,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  lent  from  the 
jews  that  remained  Rill  in  Babylon. 

Thofe  Jews  that  remained  Rill  in  that  country  were 
foon,  by  the  great  changes  that  happened  in  the  world, 
difperfed  thence  into  all  the  adjacent  countries.  And 
hence  we  find,  that  in  ERher’s  time,  which  was  after 
the  return  from  the  captivity,  the  Jews  were  difperfed 
throughout  all  the  vaR  Ferlian  empire,  which  extended 
from  India  to  Ethiopia,  [ERher  iii.  8.]  4  And  Hainan 
4  laid  unto  King  Ahafuerus,  There  is  a  certain  people 
4  fcattered  abroad,  and  difperfed  among  the  people  in  all 
*  the  provinces  of  thy  kingdom.’  &c.  And  fo  they  con¬ 
tinued  difperfed  till  ChriR  came,  and  till  the  apoRles  went 
forth  to  preach  the  gofpel.  But  yet  thefe  difperfed  Jews 
retained  their  religion  in  this  difperfion.  Their  captivity, 
as  I  faid  before,  thoroughly  cured  them  of  their  idolatry,, 
and  it  was  their  manner,  for  as  many  of  them  as  could 
from  time  to  time,  to  go  up  to  the  land  of  Judea  to  Jeru¬ 
falem  at  their  great  feaft.  Hence  we  read,  [Adis  ii.]  that 
at  the  time  of  the  great  feaR  of  PentecoR,  there  were  Jews 
then  at  Jerufalem  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven. 
Thefe  were  come  up  from  all  countries  whither  they  had 
been  difperfed,  to  worfliip  at  that  feaR. ,  And  hence  wc 
find,  in  the  hiRory  of  the  Adis,  that  wherever  the  apoRles 
went  preaching  through  the  world,  they  found  Jews. 
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Antiochus  the  Great,  about  two  hundred  years  before- 
Chrift,  oa  a  certain  occafian,  tranfplanted  two  thoufand 
families  of  Jews  from  the  country  about  Babylon  into  Afia 
the  Lefs  ;  and  io  they  and  their  pofterity,  many  of  them, 
fettled  in  Pontus,  Galatia,  Phrygia,  Pamphylia,  and  in 
Ephefus  ;  and  from  thence  fettled  in  Athens,  and  Corinth, 
and  Rome,  (a)  Hence  the  fynagogues  in  thofe  places 
where  the  ApoftletPaul  preached. — -This  difperlion  of  the 
Jews  through  the  world  before  Chrift  came,  did  many 
ways  prepare  the  way  for  his  coming,  and  fetting  up  his 
kingdom  in  the  world. 

One  was,  that  this  was  a  means  of  railing  a  general 
expectation  of  the  Meftiah  through  the  world  about  the 
time  that  he  actually  came.  For  the  Jews,  wherever 
they  were  difperfed,  carried  the  holy  fcriptures  with  them, 
and  fo  the  prophecies  of  the  Meftiah  ;  and  being  conver- 
fant  with  the  nations  among  whom  they  lived,  they,  by 
that  means,  became  acquainted  with  thefe  prophecies, 
and  with  the  expectations  of  the  Jews,  of  their  glorious 
Meftiah  ;  and  by  this  means,  the  birth  of  fuch  a  glorious 
perfon  in  Judea  about  that  time  began  to  be  the  general 
expe&ation  of  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  appears  by 
the  writings  of  the  learned  men  of  the  heathen  that  lived 
about  that  time,  which  are  ftiil  extant ;  particularly  Vir¬ 
gil,  the  famous  poet  that  lived  in  Italy  a  little  before 
Chrift  was  born,  has  a  poem  about  the  expectation  of  a 
great  prince  that  was  to  be  born,  and  the  happy  times  of 
rlghteoufnefs  and  peace  that  he  was  to  introduce  fome 
of  it  very  like  the  language  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  (b) 

Another 

* 

(a)  Antiochus  tranfplanted  two  thoufand  JewiJh  families .]  u  An- 
tiochus  had  received  fo  many  fervices  from  the  Jews  ....  and  de¬ 
pended  fo  much  on  their  fidelity,  that  when  a  (edition  broke  out 
in  Phrygia  and  Lydia,  he  fent  two  thoufand  Jewifli  families  to 
quell  it,  and  keep  the  country  in  peace,  and  was  exceedingly  libe¬ 
ral  to  them.  It  was  from  thele  Jews  ....  that  defcended  many 
of  thofe  who  were  difperfed  or  fcattered  abroad  —  whom  we  (hall 
afterwards  find  fo  numerous.  James  i.  i. — I.  Pet.  i.  i.”  [Rol¬ 
lings  Ancient  Hiftory,  Bookxvm.  art.  i.  §  2.] 

(b)  Virgil  refembles  Isaiah .]  This  alludes  to  Virgil's  Polite , 

written  about  forty  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift.  Mr.  P ope' s 

celc- 
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Another  way  that  this  difperfed  Rate  of  the  Jews  pre¬ 
pared  the  way  for  Chrill  was,  that  it  fhowed  the  neceility 
of  abolithing  the  Jewilh  difpenfation,  and  of  introducing 
the  new  one  of  the  covenant  of  grace.  It  fhowed  the 
neceility  of  abolifhing  the  ceremonial  law,  and  the  old 
Jewilh  worfhip  :  for,  by  this  means,  the  obfervance  of 

celebrated  Mefiiah  is  written  on  the  correfpondent  paffages  between 
the  claffic  and  infpired  poets ;  and  their  remarkable  coincidence 
is  pointed  out  in.  the  notes ;  aifo  the  fuperior  beauty  of  the  latter. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Dry  den’s  tranllation  of  the  moll  celebrated 
lines  in  the  palloral  of  Virgil  alluded  to,  except  that  the  words  in 
Italics  are  inlerted  to  render  it  more  literal. 

a  The  virgin  now  returns,  Saturnian  times 

Roll  round  again . 

The  bafe,  degenerate  iron  offspring  ends, 

A  golden  progeny  from  heaven  delcends. 

'Thou  ez fry  banifh’d  virtue  flialt  reffore, 

And  crimes  hall  terrify  the  world  no  more. 

The  jarring  nations  he  in  peace  hall  bind, 

And  with  paternal  virtues  rule  mankind. 

Unbidden  earth  hall  wreathing  ivy  bring, 

And  fragrant  herbs  (the  promifes  of  fpring) 

As  her  firft  off ’rings  to  her  infant  king. 

The  goats  with  ffrutting  dugs  hall  homeward  fpeed, 

And  lowing  herds  fecure  with  lions  feed. 

His  cradle  hall  with  riling  flowers  be  crown’d  ; 

The  ferpent’s  brood  hall  die  ;  the  facred  ground 
Shall  weeds  and  pois’nous  plants  refufe  to  bear. 

Unlabour’d  harvefts  hall  the  fields  adorn, 

And  cluiler’d  grapes  fhall  blulli  on  ev’ry  thorn  ; 

The  knotted  oaks  fiiall  fhow’rs  of  honey  weep.” 

O,  Son  of  mighty  Jove  !  from  heav'n  appear  ; 

C.ome  to  thine  honours  —  /<?,  the  time  draws  near  / 

The  barren  hills  proclaim  the  Deity  ; 

A  God  !  a  God  l  the  vocal  rocks  reply . 

Not  only  Virgil,  but  Tacitus  and  Suetonius  both  fay,  an  opi¬ 
nion  univerfally  prevailed  all  over  the  eaft,  that  about  this  time 
one  out  of  Judea  fhould  obtain  the  empire  of  the  world.  This 
opinion  is  fuppofed  to  have  originated  from  the  Sybilline  books  ; 
but  whether  it  came  from  them ;  from  Balaam’s  famous  predict 
tions,  or  from  the  facred  prophets  of  the  Jews,  is  of  no  imme¬ 
diate  confequence,  as  the  faff  itfelf  is  indifputable.  [G.  E.] 

M  m  %  that 
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that  ceremonial  law  became  impracticable  even  by  the 
Jews  themfelves,  for  the  ceremonial  law  was  adapted  to 
the  ftate  of  a  people  dwelling  together  in  the  fame  land, 
where  was  the  city  that  God  had  chofen ;  where  was  the 
temple,  the  only  place  where  they  might  offer  facrifices  ; 
where  it  was  lawful  for  their  priefts  and  Levites  to  offi¬ 
ciate  ;  where  they  were  to  bring  their  fix  ft  fruits,  and 
where  their  cities  of  refuge  were,  and  the  like.  But  the 
Jews,  by  this  difperfion,  lived,  many  of  them,  in  other 
lands,  more  than  a  thoufand  miles  diftant,  when  Chrift 
came  ;  which  made  the  obfervation  of  their  laws  of  fa- 
crihces,  and  the  like,  impracticable.  And  though  their 
forefathers  might  be  to  blame  in  not  going  up  to  the  land 
of  Judea  when  they  were  permitted  by  Cyrus,  yet  the 
cafe  was  now,  as  to  many  of  them  at  leaf;,  become  im¬ 
practicable  ;  which  fhowed  the  neceffity  of  introducing  a 
new  difpenfation,  that  fhould  be  fitted,  not  only  to  one 
particular  land,  but  to  the  general  circumftances  and  ule 
of  all  nations. 

Again,  another  wTav  that  this  dilperlion  of  the  Jews 
prepared  the  way  for  the  letting  up  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  in  the  world,  was,  that  it  contributed  to  the  ma¬ 
king  the  fatfts  concerning  Jefus  Chrift  publicly  known 
through  the  world.  For,  as  I  oblerved  before,  the  Jews 
that  lived  in  other  countries,  ufed  frequently  to  go  up  to 
Jerufalem  at  their  three  great  feafts,  which  were  from 
year  to  year  ;  and  fo,  by  this  means,  they  could  not  but 
become  acquainted  with  the  news  of  the  wonderful  things 
that  Chrift  did  in  that  land.  We  find  that  they  were 
prefent  at,  and  took  great  notice  of,  that  great  miracle 
of  raiftng  Lazarus,  which  excited  the  curiofity  of  thole 
foreign  Jews  that  came  up  to  the  feaft  of  the  paffiover  to 
fee  Jefus  ;  [John  xii.  20,  21.]  Thefe  Greeks  were  fo¬ 
reign  Jews  and  profelytes,  as  is  evident  by  their  coming 
to  worfhip  at  the  feaft  of  the  paffiover.  The  Jews  that 
lived  abroad  among  the  Greeks,  and  fpoke  their  language, 
were  called  Greeks,  or  Hellenifts  :  fo  they  are  called  Gre¬ 
cians,  [A&s  vi.  1.]  Thefe  Grecians  here  fpoken  of 

were 
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Trcxe  not  Gentile  Chriflans  ;  for  this  was  befoic  the  cal¬ 
ling  of  the  Gentiles,  (c) 

By  the  fame  means,  the  Jews  that  came  up  from  other 
countries  became  acquainted  with  Chrill  s  crucifixion. 
Thus  the  difciples,  going  to  Emmaus,  fay  to  Gin  iff,  when 
they  did  not  know  him,  [Luke  xxiv.  ib.J  Art  thou 
<  only  a  flranger  in  [erulalem,  and  half  not  known  the 
i  things  which  have  come  to  pafs  there  in  tnefe  days  ? 
Plainly  intimating,  that  the  things  concerning  Jefus  were 
fo  publicly  known  to  all  men,  that  it  was  wonderful  to 
rind  any  man  unacquainted  with  them.  And  lo  arter- 
wards  they  became  acquainted  with  the  news  of  his  re- 
furredion  ;  and  when  they  went  home  again  into  their 
own  countries,  they  carried  the  news  with  them,  and  fo 

j 

made  thefe  fads  public  through  the  world,  as  they  had 
made  the  prophecies  of  them  public  before. 

After  this,  thofe  foreign  Jews  that  came  to  Jerufalem* 
took  great  notice  of  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  at  Pen- 
tecoff,  and  the  wonderful  effeds  of  it  ;  and  many  of 
them  were  converted  by  it,  viz.  Parthians,  Medes,  Ela¬ 
mites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Mefapotamia,  and  in  Egypt, 
and  the  parts  of  Libya  about  Gyrene,  and  the  flrangers 
of  Rome,  Jews  and  profelytes,  Cretes  and  Arabians. 
And  fo  they  did  not  only  carry  back  the  news  of  the  fads 
of  Chriftianity,  but  Chrilfianity  itfelf,  into  their  own 
countries  with  them  ;  which  contributed  much  to  the 
fpreading  of  it  through  the  world. 

Again,  another  way  that  the  difperfion  of  the  Jews 
contributed  to  the  fetting  up  of  the  gofpel  kingdom  in 
the  world  was,  that  it  opened  a  door  for  the  introdudion 
of  the  apofdes  in  all  places  where  they  came  to  preach 
the  gofpel.  For  almoif  in  all  places  where  they  came  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  they  found  fynagogues  of  the  Jews, 
where  the  holy  feriptures  were  wont  to  be  read,  and  the 

(c)  Grecians — foreign  Jews.]  u  This,  for  reafons  which 
may  be  feen  at  large  in  Dr.  Benfon' s  Hiflory,  appears  to  me  far 
the  moll  probable  opinion  ....  as  w^ell  as  that  which  is  generally 
allowed  by  all  the  bell  commentators.”  [Doddridge,  Fam. 
jExpof.  in  Ads  vi.  i.] 

true 
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tiue  God  worfhipped  ;  which  was  a  great  advantage  to 
the  apoftles  in  fpreading  the  gofpel.  For  their  way  was, 
into  whatever  city  they  came,  firft  to  go  into  the  fyna- 
gogue  of  the  Jews,  (they  being  people  of  the  fame  na¬ 
tion,)  and  there  to  preach  the  gofpel  unto  them.  And 
hereby  their  coming,  and  their  new  dodrine,  was  taken 
notice  of  by  their  Gentile  neighbours,  whofe  curiofity 
excited  them  to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay  ;  which  be¬ 
came  a  fair  occafion  to  the  apoftles  to  preach  the  gofpel  to 
them.  It  appears  that  it  was  thus,  by  the  account  wc 
have  in  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles.  And  the fe  Gentiles  ha-' 
ving  been  before,  many  of  them,  prepared  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  by  the  knowledge  they  had  of  the  Jews  religion, 
and  of  their  worfhip  of  one  God,  and  of  their  prophe¬ 
cies,  and  expedation  of  a  Meffiah  ;  which  knowledge 
they  derived  fiom  the  Jews,  who  had  long  been  their 
neighbours  ;  this  opened  the  door  for  the  gofpel  to  have 
accefs  to  them.  And  the  work  of  the  apoftles  with  them 
was  doubtlefs  much  eafier  than  if  they  never  had  any  ex¬ 
pedation  of  fuch  a  perfon  as  the  apoftles  preached,  or 
heard  about  the  worfhip  of  one  only  true  God.  So  many 
ways  did  the  Babylonifh  captivity  greatly  prepare  the  way 
for  Chrift’s  coming. 

2.  The  next  particular  that  I  would  take  notice  of  i«r, 
the  addition  made  to  the  canon  of  fcripture  in  the  time  of 
the  captivity,  in  thofe  two  remarkable  portions  of  fcrip¬ 
ture,  the  prophecies  of  Ezekiel  and  Daniel.  Chrift  ap¬ 
peared  to  each  of  thefe  prophets  in  the  form  of  that  na¬ 
ture  which  he  was  afterwards  to  take  upon  him.  The 
prophet  Ezekiel  gives  an  account  of  his  thus  appearing  to 
him  repeatedly,  [chap.  i.  26]  ‘  And  above  the  firmament 

*  that  was  over  their  heads,  was  the  likenefs  of.  a  throne, 

4  as  the  appearance  of  a  fapphire  ftone,  and  upon  the 
4  likenefs  of  the  throne  was  the  likenefs  as  the  appear- 
4  ance  of  a  man  above  upon  it  [alfo  chap.  viii.  1,  2.] 
So  Chrift  appeared  to  the  prophet  Daniel :  [chap.  viii. 
15,  16.]  4  There  flood  before  me  as  the  appearance  of  a 
4  man.  And  I  heard  a  man’s  voice  between  the  banks  of 

*  Ulai,  which  called,  and  faid,  Gabriel,  make  this  man  to 

*-under=* 
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*  imderftand  the  vilion.’  There  are  feveral  things  that 
make  it  evident,  that  this  was  Chrift,  which  1  cannot 
now  mention  particularly.*  So  Chrift  appeared  again 
as  a  man  to  this  prophet,  [chap,  x,  5,  6.]  6  Then  I  lift 
4  up  mine  eyes  and  looked,  and  behold  a  certain  man 
4  clothed  in  linen,  whofe  loins  were  girded  with  fine  gold 
4  of  Uphaz  :  his  body  alfo  was  like  the  beryl,  and  his  face 
4  as  the  appearance  of  lightning,  and  his  eyes  as  lamps  of 
4  fire;  and  his  arms  and  his  feet  like  in  colour  to  polilhed 
4  brafs,  and  the  voice  of  his  words  like  the  voice  of  a 
4  multitude.’  Comparing  this  vifion  with  that  of  the 
apoftle  John,  [Rev.  i.  13,]  makes  it  manifeft  that  it  was 
Chrift.  And  the  prophet  Daniel,  in  the  hiftorical  part 
of  his  book,  gives  an  account  of  a  very  remarkable  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Chrift  in  Nebuchadnezzar’s  furnace,  with 
Shadrach,  Mefhach,  and  Abednego,  [chap.  ill.  25.]  4  Lo 
4  I  fee  four  men  loofe, — and  the  form  of  the  fourth  k 
4  like  the  Son  of  God.’ 

Chrift  did  not  only  here  appear  in  the  form  of  the  hu¬ 
man  nature,  but  he  appeared  in  a  furnace,  faving  thofe 
perfons  who  believed  on  him  from  that  furnace  ;  by  which 
is  reprefented  to  us,  how  Chrift,  by  coming  hirpfelf  into^ 
the  furnace  of  God’s  wrath,  faves  thofe  that  believe  in 
him  therefrom,  and  the  wrath  of  God  never  reaches  or 
touches  them,  fo  much  as  to  ftnge  the  hair  of  their  head. 

Thefe  two  prophets,  in  many  refpe&s,  were  more  par¬ 
ticular  concerning  the  coming  of  Chrift,  and  his  glorious 
gofpel  kingdom,  than  any  of  the  prophets  had  been  be¬ 
fore.  They  both  of  them  mention  thofe  three  great  re¬ 
volutions  of  the  world  that  fhould  be  before  he  came, 
Ezekiel  is  particular  in  leveral  places  concerning  the  co¬ 
ming  of  Chrift.  The  prophet  Daniel  is  more  fo  in  fore¬ 
telling  the  time  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  than  any  pro¬ 
phet  had  been  before,  in  the  i-xth.  chapter  of  his  prophecy; 
who  foretold,  that  it  fhould  be  feventy  weeks,  1.  e,  feventy 
weeks  of  years,  or  feventy  times  (even,  that  is,  four 
hundred  and  ninety  years,  from  the  decree  to  rebuild  and 

*  See  Note  (a)  p.  199, 
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reftore  the  fate  of  the  Jews,  till  the  Meffiah  fhould  he 
crucified  ;  which  mu  ft  be  reckoned  from  the  commiffioiv 
given  to  Ezra  by  Artaxerxes,  [Ezra  vii.  j  whereby  the  very 
tune  of  ChrifEs  crucifixion  was  pointed  out,  which  never 
had  been  before,  (d) 

The  prophet  E,zek.iel  is  very  particular  in  the  myflical 
defcription  of  the  gofpel  church,  in  his  account  of  his  vi¬ 
sion  of  the  temple  and  city,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  pro¬ 
phecy.  The  prophet  Daniel  points  out  the  order  of  par¬ 
ticular  events  that  fhould  come  to  pals  relating  to  the 
Chriftian  church  after  Chrifl  was  come,  as  the  rife  of  an- 
tichrift,  and  the  continuance  of  his  reign,  and  his  fall, 

and 


(»)  Daniel's  seventy  weeks  reckoned  from,  the  commijjion. 
given  to  Ezra  by  Artaxerxes.]  So  Dean  Prideaux,  Dr.  J. 
O  wen,  and  others,  in  this  manner  : 

The  decree  given  in  the  year  457  before  the  Chriftian  a?ra,  from 
thence  to  the  year  Anno  Dom.  33.  when  Chrift  was  crucified, 
was  490  years.  Now  the  text  lays,  4  feventy  weeks  (/.  e.  of 
£  years)  are  determined  upon  thy  people,  and  upon  thy  holy  city, 
4  to  finifh  the  tranfgrellion,  and  to  make  an  end  of  tins,  and  to 
4  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlafting 
4  righteoufnefs,  and  to  feal  up  (/.  e.  complete  and  confirm)  the 
4  vifion  and  prophecy  — all  which  were  accomplifhed  in  the  death 
of  Chrift — 4  and  to  anoint  the  moft  holy.5  We  have  obferved  in  a 
preceding  note,  that  the  ?noft  Holy  (Holy  of  Holies  in  the  Heb.) 
was  typical  of  Chrift  in  his  ftate  of  exaltation  ;  the  term  hereufed 
may  perhaps  be  in  allufion  to  this  event,  in  connexion  with  his 
death ;  by  anointing  the  moft  Holy,  may  be  intended  his  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  prieftly  office,  in  offering  himfelf  upon  the  crofs,  and 
afterwards  entering  into  the  immediate  prefence  of  God,  as  the 
high  prieft  into  the  moft  holy  place  on  the  great  day  of  atone¬ 
ment. 

4  Know  therefore  and  underftand,  that  from  the  going  forth  of 
4  the  commandment  to  reftore  and  build  Jerufalem,  unto  Meffiah, 

*  the  Prince,  Hi  all  be  feven  weeks  and  threefcore  and  two  weeks, 
/.  e.  fixty-nine  weeks,  or  483  years  (for  fo  the  words  ftiould 
be  pointed  and  diftributed)  and  thefe  bring  us  to  the  time 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  very  near  his  baptifm.— — ~4  And  the  ftreet 

*  {hall  be  built  again,  and  the  wall; 5  i.  e.  the  Jewifti  ftate,  ci¬ 
vil  and  eccleliaftic,  eftabliflied,  as  well  as  Jerufalem  itfelf  re¬ 
built,  4  in  troublefome  times.5  This  fills  the  firft  week,  or  for¬ 
ty-nine  years.  c  And  (then)  after  (/.  e.  in  the  week  after)  three¬ 
fcore  and  two  weeks,5  from  the  firft  feven,  4  fhall  Meffiah  be  cut 
4  off,5  by  death,  4  but  not  for  lnmlelf.  And  the  people  of  that 

4  prince 
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and  the  glory  that  fhould  follow. — Thus  does  gofpef  light 
Rill  increafe,  the  nearer  we  come  to  the  time  of  ChriR’s 
birth. 

3.  The  next  particular  I  would  mention  is,  the  deRruc- 
tion  of  Babylon,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Chaldean  em¬ 
pire  by  Cyrus.  The  deRrudlion  of  Babylon  was  in  that 
night  in  which  Belfhazzar  the  king,  and  the  city  in  general, 
was  drowned  in  a  drunken  feRival  which  they  kept  to  their 
gods,  when  Daniel  was  called  to  read  the  hand  writing  on 
the  wall,  [Dan.  v.  30.]  audit  was  brought  about  in  ftich 
a  manner,  as  wonderfully  to  fhow  the  hand  of  God,  and 
remarkably  to  fulfil  his  word  by  his  prophets,  which  I  can¬ 
not  now  ldand  particularly  to  relate,  (e)  Now  that  great 

city. 


‘  prince  fhall  come,’  namely,  Titus,  ‘  and  fhall  deftroy  the  city 
4  and  the  fandtuary,  and  the  end  thereof  fhall  be  with  a  flood ; 
4  and  unto  the  end  of  the  war,  defolations  are  determined.’  This 
refers  to  the  deftruCtion  of  Jerufalein,  of  which  in  its  proper  place. 

4  And  he  (Meiliah)  fhall  confirm  the  covenant  with  many  for 
4  (or  in)  one  week,  and  in  the  mid  ft  (or  in  the  courfe)  of  the 
‘  week,’  namely,  the  feventieth  and  laid,  c  he  fhall  caufe  the  fa- 
4  criftce  to  ceaie,’  by  the  greater  facrifice  and  richer  oblation  of 
himfelf.  [See  PtideauP s  ConneR.  Part  I.  Book  5.  Dr.  Owen  on 
the  Hebrews,  Vol.  i.  Exer.  14,  15.  and  Mr.  R .  Winter* s  Sermons 
on  Daniel’s  feventy  weeks.  1 

(e)  The  deflruSiion  of  Babylon  foretold.]  Mr.  RoIlin  has 
collared  and  arranged  the  feveral  prophecies  which  referred  to  this 
period,  and  fhewn  how  exa&ly  they  were  accomplifhed.  We  fhall 
abridge  his  obfervatrons,  and  refer  to  the  texts  with  which  they 
are  fupported. 

1.  God  predicted  the  Jewifh  captivity  at  Babylon,  and  the  time 
of  its  continuance  to  be  feventy  years.  Jer.  xxv.  f  1. 

2.  The  caufes  of  God’s  wrath  againft  Babylon  Were,  her  pride — 
cruelty  to  the  Jews— and  facrildgjpus  impiety.  Ifa.  xhFii.  6— f  r. 

3.  The  decree  pronounced.  The  calamities  that  were  to  fall 
upon  her,  utter  and  irreparable  deftruftibrt.  Pf.  cxxxvii.  8,  q. 
Ifa.  xiii.  xiv.  Jer.  Ik 

4.  Cyrus  called  to  deftroy  Babylon,  and  to  deliver  the  Jews. 
Ifa.  xlv.  1 — 4. 

5.  God  gives  iignal-  to  the  commanders  and  to  the  troops  to 
march  again#  Babylon.  Ifa.  xiii.  2—5.  xxi.  2. . 

6.  Particular  circumftances  relative  to  the  fiege  and  taking  of 
Babylon.^  The  army  to  conflft  of  Medes  and  Perfians.  Ifa.  xxi. 
2.  Jer.  li.  ti. — The  city  to  be  attacked  fuddenly.  Ifa.  xlvii.  n. 
Jer.  1.  24.— Euphrates  to  be  dried  up.  Jer.  1;  38,  39.  li.  36.— 

N  n  Baby- 
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city,  which  had  long  been  an  enemy  to  the  city  of  God, 
viz.  Jerufalem,  was  deflroyed,  after  it  had  flood  from  the 
hi  fl  building  of  Babe],  which  was  about  feventeen  bun¬ 
dled  years.  if  the  check  that  was  put  to  the  building  this 
city  at  its  beginning,  whereby  they  were  prevented  from 
carrying  it  to  that  extent  and  magnificence  that  they  in¬ 
tended  ;  I  fay,  if  this  promoted  the  work  of  redemption, 
as  I  have  before  fliown  it  did,  much  more  did  this  de¬ 
ft  ru  cl  ion  of  it. 

It  was  a  remarkable  inflance  of  God’s  vengeance  on 
the  enemies  of  his  redeemed  church  ;  for  he  brought  this 
deflruflion  on  Babylon  for  the  injuries  they  did  to  his 
child  ren,  as  is  often  fet  forth  in  the  prophets.  It  alfo 
promoted  the  work  of  redemption,  as  thereby  God’s  peo¬ 
ple,  that  were  held  captive  bv  them,  were  fet  at  liberty  to 
return  to  their  own  land  to  rebuild  Jerufalem  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  Cyrus,  who  did  it,  is  called  God’s  fhepherd.  [Ifa, 
xliv.  latter  end;  and  xlv.  i.]  And  thefe  are  over  and 
above  thofe  ways  wherein  the  letting  up  and  overthrow¬ 
ing  the  four  monarchies  of  the  world  did  promote  the 
work  of  redemption,  which  have  been  before  obferved.  <•; 

4.  What  next  followed  this  was,  the  return  of  the 
Jews  into  their  own  land,  and  rebuilding  Jerufalem  and 
the  temple.  Cyrus,  as  foon  as  he  had  deflroyed  the 
Babylonifh  empire,  and  eredled  the  Perfian  on  its  ruins, 
made  a  decree  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  that  they  might 
return  to  their  own  land,  and  rebuild  their  city  and 

Babylon  to  be  taken  in  the  mid  ft  of  rioting  and  debauchery.  Jer. 
Ji.  39,  57. — The  king  feized  with  inftant  terror,  Ila.  xxi.  3,  4. 
Comp?  Dan.  v.  6* — That  he  fhould  return  to  his  debauchery.  Ifa. 
xxi.  5.  Comp.  Dan,  v.  10. — That  the  Babylonifh  troops,  which 
fhould  be  chiefly  foreigners,  fhould  be  fcattered  and  flee  home. 
Ifa.  xii.  4. — That  the  king  fhould  not  be  buried  with  his  ancef- 
tors.  Ifa.  xiv.  19,  20. — The  daughter  of  his  children.  Ifa.  xiv. 
21,  22. 

Every  one  of  thefe  circuipftances  was  literally  and  minutely  ful¬ 
filled  ;  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  was,  that  Cyrus  con¬ 
trived  to  render  the  Euphrates  fordable,  and  introduced  his  troops 
by  the  channel  of  it,  in  a  night  of  debauchery  and  riot,  when 
through  the  providence  of  God  the  guards  had  neglefled  to  fhut 
the  gates*  \ See  Rollin’s  Ancient  Hift.  Book  iv.  art.  2.] 

temple, 
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temple.  This  return  of  the  Jews  out  of  the  Babylonifh 
captivity  is,  next  to  the  redemption  out  of  Egypt,  the 
moil  remarkable  of  all  the  Old  Teftament  redemptions, 
and  moll  infilled  on  in  fcripture,  as  a  type  of  the  great 
redemption  of  Jefus  Chrift.  (f)  It  was  under  the  hand 
ot  one  ot  his  legal  ancetlors  of  Chrift,  viz.  Zerubbabel, 
the  ion  ot  Shealtiel,  whole  Babylonifh  name  was  Shefh- 
bazzar.  He  was  the  governor  of  the  Jews,  and  their 
leader  in  their  ftrft  return  out  of  captivity;  and*  together 
with  Jofhua  the  ton  of  Jofedek  the  high  prieft,  had  the 
cliiet  hand  in  rebuilding  the  temple.  This  redemption 
was  brought  about  by  the  hand  of  Zerubbabel  and  Jofhua 
the  prieft,  as  the  redemption  out  of  Egypt  was  brought 
about  by  the  hand  of  iVlofes  and  Aaron. 

1  he  return  out  ot  the  captivity  was  a  remarkable  dif- 
penlation  of  Providence.  It  was  remarkable,  that  the 
heart  ot  an  heathen  prince,  as  Cyrus  was,  fhould  be  fo 
inclined  to  favour  fuch  a  defign  as  he  did,  not  only  in 
giving  the  people  liberty  to  return,  and  rebuild  the  city 
and  temple,  but  in  giving  charge  that  they  fhould  be 
helped  with  ftlver  and  gold,  and  with  goods,  and  with 
beafts.  [Ezra  i.  4.]  And  afterwards  God  wonderfully 
inclined  the  heart  ot  Darius  to  further  the  building  of  the 
houfe  ot  God  with  his  own  tribute-money,  and  by  com- 
manding  their  bitter  enemies,  the  Samaritans,  who  had 
been  driving  to  hinder  them,  to  furnifh  them  with  all 
that  they  needed  in  order  to  it,  and  to  fupply  them  day  by 
day  ;  making  a  decree,  that  whofoever  failed  of  it,  timr 
ber  lhould  be  pulled  down  out  of  his  houfe,  and  he 
hanged  thereon,  and  his  houfe  made  a  dunghill.  [Ezra 
vith. ]  And  after  this  God  inclined  the  heart  of  Artaxerxes, 
another  king  of  Perfia,  to  promote  the  work  of  preferving 
the  ftate  of  the  Jews,  by  his  ample  commiftlon  to  Ezra, 

(F)  The  return  from  Babylon  TYPICAL.]  u  The  return  of  the 
Jeus  from  their  captivity  in  Babylon  was  only  a  fhadow  of  that 
deliverance,  which  the  Meffiah  was  to  bring  into  the  world :  and\ 
the  mighty  acts  which  God  wrought  in  the  firft  period,  were  only 
faint  images  of  what  he  would  operate  in  the  fecond.”  [Saurin^ 
Sermons,  Vol.  i.  Ser.  4.  Robinfon’s  Tranflat.] 
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[Ezra  viith.]  helping  them  abundantly  with  iilver  and 
gold  of  his  own  bounty,  and  offering  more,  as  fhould 
be  needful,  out  of  the  King's  treafure-houfe,  and  com¬ 
manding  his  treafurers  beyond  the  river  Euphrates  to 
give  more,  as  fhould  be  needed,  unto  an  hundred  talents 
of  Elver,  and  ^an  hundred  meafures  of  wheat,  and  an 
hundred  baths  of  wine,  and  an  hundred  baths  of  oil,  and 
fait,  without  prelcribing  how  much  ;  and  giving  leave  to 
ellablith  magillrates  in  the  land  ;  and  freeing  the  priefls 
of  toll,  tribute,  and  cuftom,  and  other  things,  which 
rendered  the  decree  and  commiffion  by  Artaxerxes  the 
mold  full  and  ample  in  the  Jews  favour  of  any  that,  at 
any  time,  had  been  given  for  the  reftoring  of  Jerufalem  : 
and  therefore  in  Daniel’s  prophecy,  this  is  called  the 
decree  for  the  refforing  and  building  Jerufalem  ;  and 
hence  the  feventv  weeks  are  dated. 

j 

And  after  this,  another  favourable  commiffion  was 
granted  by  the  king  of  Perfia  to  Nehemiah,  [Nehem.  ii.] 
It  was  remarkable,  that  the  hearts  of  heathen  princes 
fhould  be  fo  inclined.  It  was  the  effeft  of  his  power, 
who  hath  the  hearts  of  Kings  in  his  hands  and  turneth 
them  whitherfoever  he  will  ;  and  it  was  a  remarkable 
inilance  of  his  favour  to  his  people. 

Another  remarkable  ciicumftance  of  this  reftitution  of 
the  flate  of  the  Jews  to  their  own  land  was,  that  it  was  ac- 
complifhcd  againft  fo  much  opposition  of  their  bitter 
indefatigable  enemies  the  Samaritans,  who,  for  a  long 
time  together,  with  all  the  malice  and  craft  they  could 
exercife,  oppofed  the  Jews  in  this  affair,  and  fought  their 
deftruftion  ;  one  while  by  Bilhlam,  Mithridath,  Tabeel, 
Radium,  and  Shimfhai,  [Ezra  iv.J  and  then  by  Tatnai, 
Shetharboznai,  and  their  companions,  [chap,  vv]  and 
afterwards  by  Sanballat  and  Tobiah,  as  we  read  in  the 
book  of  Nehemiah. 

We  have  (hewed  before  how  the  fettlement  of  the 
people,  in  the  land  in  Jofhua’s  time  promoted  the  work 
of  redemption.  On  the  fame  account  does  their  refli- 
tution  belong  to  the  fame  work.  1  ire  re-fettlement  ot 
the  Jews  in  the  land  of  Canaan  belongs  to  this  work,  as 
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It  was  a  neceffary  means  of  preferving  the  Jewifh  church 
and  difpenfation  in  being,  till  Chrift  fhould  come.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  this  reftoration  of  the  Jewifh  church* 
temple,  and  worfhip,  the  people  had  remained  without 
any  temple,  and  land  of  their  own,  that  fhould  be  as  it 
were  their  head-quarters,  a  place  of  worfhip,  habitation, 
and  refort  ;  the  whole  confutation,  which  God  had  done 
fo  much  to  eftablifh,  would  have  been  in  danger  of  utterly 
failing,  long  before  that  fix  hundred  years  had  been  out, 
which  was  from  about  the  time  of  the  captivity  till  Chrift, 
And  fo  all  that  preparation  which  God  had  been  making 
for  the  coming  of  Chrift,  from  the  time  of  Abraham, 
would  have  been  in  vain.  Now  that  very  temple  was 
built  that  God  would  fill  with  glory  by  Chrift’s  coining 
into  it,  as  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah  told  the 
Jews,  to  encourage  them  in  building  it, 

5.  The  next  particular  I  would  obferve,  is  the  addi¬ 
tion  made  to  the  canon  of  the  fcriptures  foon  after  the 
captivity  by  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah,  who 
were  fent  to  encourage  the  people  in  their  work  of  re¬ 
building  the  city  and  temple  ;  and  the  main  argument 
they  make  ufe  of  to  that  end,  is  the  approach  of  the  time 
of  the  coming  of  Chrift.  Haggai  foretold,  that  Chrift 
fhould  be  of  ZerubbabeFs  legal  pofterity,  [chap.  ii.  23.] 
This  feems  to  be  one  of  the  laft  and  moft  particular  re¬ 
velations  of  the  defcent  of  Chrift,  till  the  angel  Gabriel 
was  fent  to  reveal  it  to  his  mother  Mary,  (g) 

6.  The  next  thing  I  would  take  notice  of,  was  the 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  that  accompanied  the 
miniftry  of  Ezra  the  prieft  after  the  captivity.  Prefently 
after  Ezra  came  up  from  Babylon,  with  die  ample  com- 
million  which  Artaxerxes  gave  him,  whence  Daniel’s  fe~ 
venty  weeks  began,_  he  fet  himfelf  to  reform  the  vices 
and  corruptions  he  found  among  the  Jews  ;  and  his  great 

(g)  Haggai  prophejied  of  Chrift,']  Non  dubium  eft  Chrift 
turn  hie  delignari,  quia  lice  nunquam  impletuni  fuit  in  periona 
Zorobabel.”  i,  e.  There  is  no  doubt  but  Chrift  is  here  intended, 
becaufe  the  promife  never  was  fulfilled  in  Zorobabel  perfonally.. 
[Cal v ik us.  Poli  Syn.  Crit,  in  Iqc.] 
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fuccefs  in  it  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  xth.  chapter  of 
Ezra  ;  fo  that  there  appeared  a  very  general  and  great' 
mourning  of  the  congregation  of  Ifrael  for  their  fins* 
Which  was  accompanied  with  a  folemn  covenant  that  the 
people  entered  into  with  God,  and  followed  with  a  great 
and  general  reformation.  And  the  people  about  the  fame 
time,  with  great  zeal,  earneftnefs,  and  reverence*  gather¬ 
ed  themfelves  together  to  hear  the  word  of  God  read  bv 
Ezra;  and  gave  diligent  attention,  while  Ezra  and  the 
other  priefls  preached  to  them,  by  reading  and  expound-^ 
tag  the  law,  and  were  greatly  a-fFedled  in  the  hearing  of 
It.  ( II )  They  wept  when  they  heard  the  words  of  the 

law, 

(h)  Ezra  expounded  the  lavjd]  44  We  have  a  fhort,  but  beau¬ 
tiful  defeription  of  the  manner  of  Ezra’s  firit  preaching.  Upwards 
of  fifty  thoufand  people  alfembled  in  a  flreet,  or  large  iquar  •, 
near  the  Water-gate.  It  was  early  in  the  morning  of  a  fabbath 
day.  A  pulpit  of  wood,  in  the  fafliion  of  a  fmall  tower,  was  placed 
there  on  purpofe  for  the  preacher,  and  this  turret  was  fupported 
by  a  fcaffold,  or  temporary  gallery,  where,  in  a  wing  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  pulpit,  fat  fix  of  the  principal  preachers,  and  in  ano¬ 
ther  on  the  left  leven.  Thirteen  other  principal  teachers,  and 
many  Levites,  were  prefent  alio,  on  fcaffolds  ereeded  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe,  alternately  to  officiate.  When  Ezra  afeendedthe  pulpit,  lie 
produced  and  opened  the  book  of  the  law,  and  the  whole  congre¬ 
gation  inflantly  rofe  up  from  their  feats,  and  flood.  Then  he  of¬ 
fered  up  prayer  and  praife  to  God,  the  people  bowing  their  heads* 
and  worfhipping  the  Lord  with  their  faces  to  the  ground  ;  and  at 
the  clofe  of  the  prayer,  with  uplifted  hands,  they  folemnlv  pro¬ 
nounced  Amen,  Amen.  Then,  all  Handing,  Ezra,  affiiied  at 
times  by  the  Levites,  read  the  law  diflinffly,  gave  the  fenfe,  and 
caufed  them  to  underfland  the  reading.  The  lermons  delivered 
fo  affedtedthe  hearers,  that  they  wept  exceiiively,  and  about  noon 
the  forrow  became  fo  exuberant  and  immeafurable,  that  it  was 
thou ffiit  neceffary  by  the  governor,  the  preacher,  and  the  Levites 
to  retrain  it.  They,  therefore,  reminded  the  congregation — that 
a  juft  grief  might  run  into  exeefs — that  there  was  an  incongruity 
between  a  feilival  and  a  lamentation — and  that  on  this  fell! raj, 
there  w^ere  Angular  caufes  of  extraordinary  joy,  they  were  deli¬ 
vered  from  captivity,  the  law  was  reltored,  and  they,  the  very 
poorefl  of  them,  had  been  made  by  the  preachers  to  underfland 
it.  Go  your  way,  laid  they,  eat  the  fat — drink  the  fweet — fend 
portions  unto  them,  for  whom  nothing  is  prepared.— Be  not  dii- 
couraged — religious  joy  is  a  people’s  flrength.  The  wife  and 

benevolent  fentiment's  of  thefe  noble  fouls  were  imbibed  by  the 
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few,  and  fet  themfelves  to  obferve  the  law,  and  kept  the 
feaft  of  tabernacles,  as  the  fcriptures  obferves,  after  fuch 
a  manner  as  it  had  not  been  kept  iince  the  days'bf  Jo- 
Ihua  the  fon  of  Nun,  [Nehem.  viii.]  And  after  this, 
having  feparated  themfelves  from  all  ft  rangers*  they  fo- 
lemnly  obferved  a  fail,  by  hearing  the  word  of  God, 
con  felling  their  fms,  and  renewing  their  covenant  with 
God  ;  and  manifefted  their  fincerity  in  that  tranfa&ion, 
by  actually  reforming  many  abufes  in  religion  and  mo¬ 
rals.  [See  Nehem.  ixth.  and  following  chapters.] 

It  is  obfervable,  that  it  has  been  God’s  manner,  in 
every  new  eftablifliment  of  the  Rate  of  his  vifible  church, 
to  give  a  remarkable  out-pouring  of  his  Spirit.  So  it 
was  on  the  nrft  eftablifhment  of  the  church  of  the  Jews 
at  their  coming  into  Canaan  under  Jofhua,  as  has  been 
obferved  ;  and  fo  it  was  now  in  this  fecond  fettlement 
of  the  church  in  the  fame  land  in  the  time  of  Ezra  ; 
and  fo  it  was  on  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  Chriftian 
church  after  Chrift  s  refurre&ion  ;  God  wifely  and  gra- 
ciouily  laying  the  foundation  of  thofe  eftablifhments  in 
a  work  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  for  the  lafting  benefit  of  the 
ftate  of  his  church,  thenceforward  continued  in  thofe 
eftablifhments.  And  this  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  was  a  final  cure  to  that  nation  of  that  particular 
fin,  which  juft  before  they  efpecialiy  run  into,  viz.  in¬ 
termarrying  with  the  Gentiles  ;  for  however  inclined  to 

it  they  were  before,  they  ever  after  fhewed  an  averfion 
to  it. 

7.  Ezra  added  to  the  canon  of  fcriptures.  •  He  wrote 
the  book  of  Ezra  ;  and  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  written 
t.ie  two  books  ot  Chronicles,  at  leaft  to  have  compiled 


whole  congregation,  and  fifty  thoufand  troubled  hearts  were  calm- 
Cd  in  an  in  flan  t.  Home  they  returned  to  eat,  to  drink,  to  fend 
portions,  and  to  make  mirth,  becaufe  they  had  underflood  the 
words  that  were  declared  unto  him  Plato  was  alive  at  this  time 
teaching  dull  philofophy  to  cold  academicks :  but  what  was  he,  and 
what  was  Xenophon,  or  Demofthenes,  or  any  of  the  pagan  ora¬ 
tor,,  in  companfon  with  thefe  men  ?”  [Robinson’s  Effay  on 

Preaching,  prefixed  to  his  tranflation  of  Claude’s  Effav,  Vol.  I 
pagexxu. — xxiv,]  y 


them 
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them,  if  he  was  not  the  author  of  the  materials.  That 
thefe  books  were  written,  or  compiled  or  completed,  after 
the  captivity,  the  tilings  therein  contained  manifeft  ;  for 
the  genealogies  are  brought  down  below  the  captivity  ; 
[I.  Chron.  iii.  17,  8tc.J  We  have  there  an  account  of  the 
pofterity  of  Jehoiachin  for  feveral  fucceffive  generations. 
And  there  is  mention  in  thefe  books  of  this  captivity  into 
Babylon,  as  of  a  thing  paft,  and  of  things  that  were  done 
on  the  return  of  the  Jews  after  the  captivity  ;  as  you  may 
fee  in  the  ixth.  chapter.  The  chapter  is  moftly  filled  up 
with  an  account  of  things  that  came  to  pafs  after  the  cap¬ 
tivity  into  Babylon,  as  you  may  fee  by  comparing  it  with 
what  is  faid  in  the  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah.  And 
that  Ezra  was  the  perfon  that  compiled  thefe  books,  is 
probable  by  this,  becaufe  they  conclude  with  words  that 
we  know  are  the  words  of  Ezra’s  hiftory.  The  two  laft 
verfes  of  II.  Chron.  are  the  two  firfl  verfes  of  the  book  of 
Ezra. 

8.  Ezra  is  fjppofed  to  have  colle£led  all  the  books  of 
which  the  holy  feriptures  did  then  confift,  and  difpofed 
them  in  their  proper  order.  Ezra  is  often  fpoken  of  as  a 
noted  and  eminent  feribe  of  the  law  of  God,  and  the  ca¬ 
non  of  feripture  in  his  time  was  manifeftly  under  his  fpe- 
cial  care  ;  and  the  Jews,  from  the  firft  accounts  we  have 
from  them,  have  always  held,  that  the  canon  of  feripture, 
fo  much  of  it  as  was  then  extant,  was  collected,  and  or¬ 
derly  difpofed  and  fettled  by  Ezra  ;  and  that  from  hinv 
they  have  delivered  it  down  in  the  order  in  which  he  dif¬ 
pofed  it,  till  Chrift’s  time ;  when  the  Chriftian  church 
received  it  from  them,  and  have  delivered  it  down  to  our 
times.  And  the  truth  of  this  is  allowed  as  undoubted  by 
divines  in  general.  (1) 

(1)  The  canon  of  feripture  compiled  by  Ezra.]  u  It  is  gene¬ 
rally  received’,  that  after  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  their  capti¬ 
vity  in  Babylon,  all  the  books  of  feripture  having  been  revifed  by 
Ezra  (Jhen  their  pried  and  leader)  who  digefted  them  ....  were 
fey  him  and  the  prophets  of  God  that  lived  with  him,  conligned 
and  delivered  over  to  all  pofterity. ”  [Bp,  Cosin’s  Scholaftic  Hift, 
£>f  the  Canon  of  Scripture,] 
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9.  The  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  and  pro¬ 
moted  in  this  period,  by  greatly  multiplying  the  copies  of 
the  law,  and  appointing  the  conftant  public  reading  of 
them  in  all  the  cities  of  Ifrael  in  their  fynagogues.  It 
is  evident,  that  before  the  captivity  there  were  but  few 
of  them.  There  was,  indeed,  the  original,  laid  up  be- 
fide  the  ark  ;  and  the  kings  were  required  to  write  out 
a  copy  of  it  for  their  own  ufe,  and  it  was  commanded 


to  be  read  to  the  whole  congregation  of  Ifrael  once  every 
feventh  year.  And  we  have  no  account  of  any  other 
ftated  public  reading  of  the  law  before  the  captivity  but 
this.  It  is  manifeft,  by  feveral  things  that  might  be 
mentioned,  that  copies  of  the  law  were  then  exceedingly 
rare ;  but  after  the  captivity,  the  conftant  reading  of 
it  was  fet  up  in  every  fynagogue  throughout  the  land, 
hnft,  they  began  with  reading  the  law,  and  then  they 
proceeded  to  eftablifh  the  conftant  reading  of  the  other 
books  01  the  Old  Teftament.  Leftons  were  read  out  of 
the  Old  Teftament,  both  from  the  law  and  the  other 
paits  of  the  feripture  then  extant,  in  all  the  fynagogues 
which  were  fet  up  in  every  city  and  place  where  the  Jews 
111  any  conflderable  number  dwelt.  I  hus  we  find  it  was 


in  Chrift  and  the  apoftles’  time,  [Acts  xv.  21.]  4  Mofes 
4  of  old  time  hath  in  every  city  them  that  preach  him, 
being  read  in  tiie  fynagogues  every  fabbath  day.?  This 
cuftom  is  univerfaliy  fuppofed,  both  by  Jews  and  Chrif- 
tians,  to  be  begun  by  Ezra.  There  were,  doubtlefs, 
public  allemblies  before  the  captivity.  They  ufed  to  aft, 
femble  at  the  temple  at  their  great  feafts,  and  were  di¬ 
rected,  when  they  were  at  a  Jofs  about  any  thing  in  the 
law,  to  go  to  the  prieft  for  inftruCtion  ;  and  they  ufed 
alio  to  refort  to  the  prophets  houftes  ;  and  we  read  of 
fynagogues  in  the  land  before,  [Pfalm  lxxiv.  8.]  but  it 
ft  not  fuppofed  that  they  then  had  copies  of  the  law  for 
conftant  public  reading  and  expounding  through  the 
land  as  afterwards.  This  was  one  great  means  of  their 
being  preierved  from  idolatry,  (k) 


rhe  origin  ^synagogues.]  “  We  read  of  fynagogues 
|n  4ee  ,  in  the  I  lalms  •  but  Dean  Prideau#  was  pf  opinion  the 
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io.  The  next  thing  I  would  mention,  is  God’s  re¬ 
markably  preferving  the  church  and  nation  of  the  Jews, 
when  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of  being  univcrfaily 
deftroyed  by  Hainan.  We  have  the  Rory  in  the  book  of 
Either,  with  which  you  are  acquainted.  This  feries  of 
providences  was  very  wonderful  in  preventing  this  de- 
ftruftion.  Either  was  doubtlefs  born  for  this  end  to  be 
the  inftrument  of  this  remarkable  prefervation.  (l) 

i  i.  After  this  the  canon  of  fcripture  was  farther  en¬ 
larged  in  the  books  of  Nehemiah  and  Either  ;  the  one 
by  Nehemiah  himfelf  ;  and  whether  the  other  was  written 
by  Nehemiah,  or  Mordecai,  or  Malachi,  is  not  of  im¬ 
portance  for  us  to  know,  fo  long  as  it  is  one  of  thole 
books  that  were  always  admitted  and  received  as  a  part 
of  their  canon  by  the  Jews,  and  was  among  thofe  that 
the  Jews  called  their  fcripture^  in  Chrift’s  time,  and  fuch 
as  was  approved  by  him.  For  Ch-rift  does  often,  in  his 
fpeeches  to  the  Jews,  manifeRly  approve  and  confirm 
thofe  books,  which  amongft  them  went  by  the  name  of 
the  feriptures ,  as  might  eaiily  be  Ihown,  if  there  were 
time  for  it.  (m) 


the  word  [hjad]  which  lignifes  any  affemblies,  there  intends  ra¬ 
ther  the  profeuchtfy  open  courts  where  the  people  met  to  pray, 
each  for  himfelf,  than  proper  fynagogues. 

The  fervice  of  the  fynagogues  confifled  of  prayers,  reading, 
and  expounding  or  preaching,  and  it  is  thought  that  their  whole 
fervice  was  conducted  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  that  of  our  parilh 
churches. — And  this  inftitution  feems  to  be  preferred  among 
them,  with  little  variation,  to  the  prefent  day/’  [See  Pridcaux s 
Connedt.  Parti.  Book  6.] 

(l)  The  Jews  delivered  from  Haman\c  cruelty .]  u  There  is 
hardly  any  hiffory  of  the  Old  Teff ament,  (except  the  life  of  Jo? 
feph)  that  more  difplays  the  myfleries  of  divine  Providence,  than 
the  book  of  Either ;  particularly,  we  may  obferve  the  extremity 
to  which  God  fuffered  his  people  to  be  driven  ;  and  the  wonder¬ 
ful  manner  in  which  he  delivered  them  by  bringing  all  the  cruel¬ 
ties  of  wicked  Hainan  on  his  own  head.  The  Jews  efteemed  this 
book  in  value  next  to  the  Pentateuch,  and  in  memory  of  the  Sal¬ 
vation  herein  recorded,  keep  the  feaft  of  Purim  to  this  da) . 
[See  Stackboufte’s  Hilt,  of  the  Bible,  Book  vii.  chap.  2.] 

(m)  Christ  confirmed  the  Old  T eft  ament  f\  i  Search  the  fenp- 
«  tares,’ — /.  c.  of  the  Old  Teftament,  for  no  part  of  the  New 
was  written  till  fome  time  after  our  Lord’s  death,—'  for  in  them 
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12.  After  this  the  canon  of  the  Old  Teftament  was 
completed  and  fealed  by  Malachi.  The  manner  of  con¬ 
cluding  this  prophecy  feems  to  imply,  that  they  were 
to  expect  no  more  prophecies,  nor  any  more  written  re¬ 
velations  from  God,  till  Chrift  fhould  come.  For  in 
the  laft  chapter  he  propheftes  of  Chrift’s  coming  ;  [ver. 
2,  3.]  4  But  unto  you  that  fear  my  namej  lhall  the  Sun 

4  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in  his  wings  ;  and 
4  ye  fhall  go  forth  and  grow  up  as  calves  of  the  Rail. 

4  And  he  lhall  tread  down  the  wicked  ;  for  they  fhall  be 
4  as  afhes  under  the  foies  of  your  feet,  in  the  day  that  I 
4  fhall  do  this,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.’  Then  we  read 
in  ver.  4.  4  Remember  ye  the  law  of  Mofes  my  fervant 
4  which  I  commanded  unto  him  in  Horeb  for  all  Ifrael, 

4  with  the  Ratutes  and  judgements/  1.  e.  Remember  and 
improve  what  ye  have  ;  keep  clofe  to  that  written  rule 
you  have,  as  expedling  no  more  additions  to  it,  till  the 
Old  Teflament  is  over,  and  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs 
fhall  at  length  arife. 

13.  Soon  after  this,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ceafed 
among  that  people  till  the  time  of  the  New  TeRament. 
Thus  the  Old  TeRament  lights,  the  ftars  of  the  long 
night,  began  a  pace  to  hide  their  heads,  the  time  of  the 
Sun  of  righteoufnefs  now  drawing  nigh.  We  before 
obferved,  how  the  Kings  of  the  houfe  of  David  ceafed 
before  the  true  king  and  head  of  the  church  came  ;  and 
how  the  cloud  of  glory  withdrew,  before  ChriR,  the 
brightnefs  of  the  Father’s  glory,  appeared  ;  and  fo  as  to 
feveral  other  things.  And  now  at  laft  the  fpirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy  ceafed.  The  time  of  the  great  Prophet  of  God 
was  now  io  nigh,  it  was  time  for  their  typical  prophets 
to  be  blent. 

W  E  have  now  gone  through  with  the  time  that  wc 
nave  any  hiftorical  account  of  in  the  writings  of  the  Old 

4  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  they  are  they  that  teftifv  of 
- 4  me/  [John  v.  39.  fee  alfo  ver.  46,  and  Luke  xvi,  ,9.]  7 
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I  eftament,  and  the  laft  thing  that  was  mentioned,  by 
which  the  work  of  redemption  was  promoted,  was  the 
cealing  ot  the  fpirit  of  prophecy. 

]  now  proceed  to  fhow  how  the  work  of  redemption 
was  carried  on  through  the  remaining  times  that  were 
before  Chrift  :  in  which  we  have  not  that  thread  of 
icripture  hiftory  to  guide  us  which  we  have  had  hitherto  ; 
but  we  have  thefe  three  things  to  diredf  us,  viz.  the  pro¬ 
phecies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  human  hiftories  of  thole 
times,  and  lome  occahonal  mention  made  of  things  which 
then  happened,  in  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament. 
Therefore, 

14.  The  next  particular  that  1  fhall  mention  under 
this  period,  is  the  deftruftion  of  the  Perftan  empire,  and 
fetting  up  of  the  Grecian  empire  by  Alexander.  This 
came  to  pais  about  fixty  or  feventy  years  after  the  times 
wherein  the  Prophet  Malachi  is  fuppoled  to  have  prophe- 
fied,  and  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  years  before 
Chrift.  This  was  the  third  overturning  of  the  world 
that  came  to  pafs  in  this  period,  and  was  greater  and 
more  remarkable  than  either  of  the  foregoing.  It  was 
very  remarkable  on  account  of  the  luddennefs  of  that 

j 

conqueft  of  the  world  which  Alexander  made,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  the  empire  which  he  let  up,  which  much 
exceeded  all  the  foregoing  in  its  extent. 


This  event  is  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophecies  of 
Daniel.  This  empire  is  reprefented  by  the  third  king¬ 
dom  of  brafs  in  Daniel’s  interpretation  of  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar’s  dream,  [Dan.  li. ]  and  in  Daniel’s  vifton  of  the 
four  beafts  is  intended  by  the  third  beaft  that  was  like 
a  leopard,  that  had  on  his  back  four  wings  of  a  fowl, 
to  reprelent  the  fwiftnefs  of  its  conqueft,  [chap,  vik] 
and  is  more  particularly  reprefented  by  the  lie-goat, 
[chap,  viii . ]  4  that  came  from  the  weft  on  the  face  of  the 
6  whole  earth,  and  touched  not  the  ground,’  to  reprefent 
how  fwiftly  Alexander  over-ran  the  world.  The  angel 
himfelf  does  exprelsiy  interpret  this  he-goat  to  fignify 
the  king  of  Grecia,  [ver.  21.]  4  The  rough  goat  is  the 


4  king- 
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«  king  of  Grecia  ;  and  the  great  horn  that  is  between  his 
*  eyes  is  the  hrft  king,’  u  e,  Alexander  himiell.  (n) 

Alter 

(n)  The  cviJio?i  of  the  goat  and  of  the  leopard.  ]  Ct  A.  goat 
is  very  properly  made  the  type  of  the  Grecian  or  Macedonian  em¬ 
pire,  becaufe  ....  Caranus,  their  fir  ft  king,  going  with  a  great 
multitude  of  Greeks  to  feek  new  habitations  in  Macedonia,  was 
commanded  by  the  oracle  to  take  the  goats  lor  his  guides  to  em¬ 
pire  :  and  afterwards  feeing  a  herd  ol  goats  flying  from  a  violent 
ftorm,  he  followed  them  to  Edelfa,  and  there  fixed  his  feat  of  em¬ 
pire,  made  the  goats  his  enfigns  or  ftandards,  and  called  the  city 
yEgese  or  the  goat’s  town,  and  the  people  yEgeada?  or  the  goat’s 
people.  And  to  this  may  be  added  that  the  city  yEgea'  or  dkgse 
was  the  ufiial  burying-place  of  the  Macedonian  kings.  It  is  alfo 
very  remarkable,  that  Alexander’s  fon  by  Roxana  was  named  Alex¬ 
ander  yEgus,  or  the  fon  of  the  goat;  and  fome  of  Alexander’s 
lucceifors  are  repreiented  in  their  coins  with  goat’s  horns.  This 
4  he-goat  came  from  the  weft  and  who  is  ignorant  that  Europe 
lieth  weft  ward  of  Afia  ?  He  came  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth, 
carrying  every  thing  before  him  in  all  the  three  parts  ol  the  world 
then  known  ;  4  and  he  touched  not  the  ground,’  his  marches  were 
fo  fwift  and  his  conquefts  fo  rapid,  that  he  might  be  laid  in  a  manner 
to  fly  over  the  ground  without  touching  it.  For  the  lame  reafon  the 
fame  empire  in  the  former  vilion  was  likened  to  a  leopard ,  which 
is  a  fwift,  nimble  animal,  and  to  denote  the  greater  quicknefs  and 
impetuoiity,  to  a  leopard  with  four  wings,  4  And  the  goat  had  a 
4  notable  horn  between  his  eyes ;’  this  horn,  faith  the  angel,  is  the 
firft  king,  or  kingdom  of  the  Greeks  in  Afia,  which  was  erecfted 
by  Alexander  the  Great,  and  continued  for  fome  years  in  his  bro¬ 
ther  Philip  Aridaeus,  and  his  two  young  fons. 

44  In  the  two  next  verfes  (6,  7.)  we  have  an  account  of  the 
Grecians  overthrowing  the  Perlian  empire.  4  And  he  came  to 
4  the  ram  that  had  two  horns,  which  I  had  feen  Handing  before  the 
4  river,  and  ran  unto  him  in  the  fury  of  his  power.’  One  can 
hardly  read  thefe  words  without  having  fome  image  of  Darius’s 
army  Handing  and  guarding  the  river  Granicus,  and  of  Alexander 
on  the  other  fide  with  his  forces  plunging  in,  fwimming  acrofs  the 
ftream,  and  milling  on  the  enemy  with  all  the  fire  and  fury  that 
can  be  imagined.  ...  4  And  I  faw  him  come  dole  unto  the  ram 
he  had  feveral  clofe  engagements  with  the  king  of  Perfia.  4  And 
4  he  was  moved  with  choler  againft  him,’  for  the  cruelties  which 
the  Perfians  had  exercifed  towards  the  Grecians :  and  for  Darius’s 
attempting  to  corrupt  fometimes  his  foldiers  to  betray  him,  and 
fometimes  his  friends  to  deftroy  him  ;  fo  that  he  would  not  li Hen 
to  the  moft  advantageous  offers  of  peace.  c  And  he  fmote  the 
4  ram,  and  brake  his  two  horns  :’  he  fubdued  Perfia  and  Media 
with  the  other  provinces  andkingdoms  of  the  Perlian  empire  :  .  .  . 
and  in  Media,  Darius  was  feizedand  made  aprifoner  by  fome  of  hi$ 

own 


/ 
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After  Alexander  had  conquered  the  world,  lie  loon 
died,  and  his  dominion  did  not  defend  to  his  pofterity, 
but  four  of  his  principal  captains  divided  his  empire 
between  them,  as  it  there  follows.  Now  that  being 
broken,  whereas  four  flood  up  for  it,  4  four  kingdoms 
fhali  Rand  up  out  of  the  nation,  but  not  m  his  power  \ 
fo  you  may  fee  in  the  xith.  chapter  of  Daniel.  The 
angel,  after  foretelling  of  the  Perfian  empire,  then  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  foretell  of  Alexander,  [ver.  g.J  4  And  a  mighty 
6  king  fhali  Rand  up,  that  fhali  rule  with  great  domi- 
6  nion,  and  do  according  to  his  will.’  And  then  lie 
foretels,  [ver.  4th.]  of  the  dividing  of  his  kingdom, 
between  his  four  captains  ;  4  And  when  he  fhali  Rand 
4  up,  his  kingdom  fhali  be  broken,  and  fhali  be  divided 
s  toward  the  four  winds  of  heaven  ;  and  not  to  his  po- 
4  fterity,  noraccording  to  his  dominion  which  he  ruled  :  for 

*  his  kingdom  fhali  be  plucked  up,  even  for  others  bcfides 

*  thole.’  Two  of  thefe  four  captains,  whofe  kingdoms 
were  next  to  Judea,  the  one  had  Egypt  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  countries  on  the  louth  of  Judea,  and  the  other 
had  Syria  and  the  neighbouring  countries  north  of  Ju¬ 
dea  ;  and  thefe  two  are  thofe  that  are  called  the  kums 

o 

of  the  north  and  of  the  fouth  in  the  xith.  chapter  of  Da¬ 
niel.  (o) 

own  traitor  fubjedts,  who  not  long  after  bafely  murdered  him. 4  And 
s  there  was  no  power  in  the  ram  to  Rand  before  him,  but  he  call 
4  hirhdown  to  the  ground,  and  Ramped  upon  him  he  conquered 
wherever  he  came,  routed  all  the  forces,  took  all  the  cities  and  cab 
ties,  and  entirely  fubverted  and  ruined  the  Perlian  empire.  4  And 

*  there  wras  none  that  could  deliver  the  ram  out  of  his  hand  not 
even  his  numerous  armies  could  defend  the  king  of  Perfia,  though 
his  forces  in  the  battle  of  IRus  amounted  to  600,000  men,  and  in 
that  of  Arbela  to  ten  or  eleven  hundred  thoufand,  whereas  the 
whole  number  of  Alexander’s  was  not  more  than  47,000  in  either 
engagement.  So  true  is  the  obfervation  of  the  PfalmiR,  (xxxiii. 
26.)  4  There  is  no  kincr  laved  by  the  multitude  of  an  hoR  and 

.  efpecially  when  God  hath  decreed  the  fall  of  empires*  then  even 
the  greateR  muR  fall.  The  fortune  of  Alexander-,  of  which  lo 
much  hath  been  laid,  ....  was  nothing  but  the  providence  of 
Gcd.”  [Bp.  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  Vol.  ii.  Dilfert.  15.] 
(o)  Alexander's  empire  divided.]  44  The  empire  of  the  goat 
was  in  its  full  Rrength,  when  Alexander  died  of  a  fever  at  Baby¬ 
lon. 
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Xow,  this  Petting  up  of  the  Grecian  empire  did  greatly 
prepare  the  way  for  Chriil’s  coming,  and  cre&ing  his 
kingdom  in  the  world.  Befides  thefe  ways  common  to 
the  other  overturnings  of  the  world  in  this  period,  that 
have  been  already  mentioned,  there  is  one  peculiar  to 
this  revolution  which  I  would  take  notice  of,  which  did 
remarkably  promote  the  work  of  redemption  ;  and  that, 
was,  that  it  made  the  Greek  language  common  in  the  world.. 
To  have  one  common  language  underilood  and  ufed 
through  the  greater  part  of  the  world,  was  a  thing  that 
did  greatly  prepare  the  way  for  the  fetting  up  of  Chriil’s 
kingdom.  This  gave  advantage  for  fpreaaing  the  gofpel 
from  one  nation  to  another,  and  fo  through  all  nations, 
with  vaftiy  greater  eafe,  than  if  every  nation  had  a  diflinT 
language,  and  did  not  underhand  any  other.  For 
though  fome  of  the  lirh  preachers  of  the  gofpel  had  the 
gift  of  languages,  fo  that  they  could  preach  in  any  lan¬ 
guage  ;  yet  all  had  not  this  particular  gift ;  and  they  that 
had,  could  not  exercife  it  when  they  would,  but  oniy  at 

Ion.  He  was  fucceeded  in  the  throne  by  his  natural  brother  Philip 
Aridauis,  and  by  his  own  two  tons,  Alexander  ./Eg  us  and  Hercules  : 
but  in  the  fpace  of  about  fifteen  years  they  were  all  murderer], 
and  then  the  firft  horn  or  kingdom  was  entirely  broken.  The  royal 
family  being  thus  extinct,  the  governors  of  provinces,  who  had 
ufurped  the  power,  alfuined  the  title  of  kings ;  and  by  the  defeat 
arid  death  of  Antigonus  in  the  battle  of  Ipfus,  they  were  reduced 
to  four,  Callander,  Lylimachus,  Ptolemy,  and  Seleucus,  who 
parted  Alexander’s  dominions  between  them,  and  divided  and 
fettled  them  into  four  kingdoms.  Thefe  four  kingdoms  are  the 
four  notable  horns ,  which  came  up  in  the  room  of  the  firR  great 
horn  ;  and  are  the  fame  as  the  four  heads  of  the  leopard  in  the 
former  vilion.  4  Four  kingdoms  lliall  Rand  up  out  of  the  na- 
4  tion,  but  not  in  his  power;’  they  were  to  be  kingdoms  of 
Greeks,  not  of  Alexander’s  own  family,  but  only  of  his  nation  ; 
and  neither  were  they  to  be  equal  to  him  in  power  and  dominion, 
as  an  empire  united  is  certainly  more  powerful  than  the  fame  em¬ 
pire  divided,  and  the  whole  is  greater  than  any  of  the  parts. 
They  were  likewife  to  extend  4  toward  the  four  winds  of  heaven  f* 
and  in  the  partition  of  the  empire,  CalTander  held  Macedon,  and 
Greece,  and  the  weRern  parts;  Lylimachus  had  Thrace,  Bithynia, 
and  the  nothern  regions ;  Ptolemy  polfeRed  Egypt,  and  the  fouth- 
ern  countries ;  and  Seleucus  obtained  Syria  and  the  eaRern  provin¬ 
ces/’  [Bp.  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  Vol.  ii.  Diflert.  15.] 
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special  feafons,  when  the  Spirit  of  God  was  pleafed  to  in- 
fpue  them  in  this  way.  And  the  church  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  as  the  churches  of  Jerufalem,  An¬ 
tioch,  Galatia,  Corinth,  and  others,  which  were  in  coun- 
tiies  difcant  one  from  another,  could  not  have  had  that 
communication  one  with,  another,  which  we  have  an 
account  of  in  the  book  of  Ads,  if  they  had  had  no  com¬ 
mon  language.  So  it  was  before  the  Grecian  empire 
was  let  up.  But  after  this,  many  in  all  thefe  countries 

^  t  .e  fame  lan^u  age,  viz.  the  Greek  ; 
which  wonderfully  opened  the  door  for  mutual  communi¬ 
cation  between  thole  churches,  fo  far  feparated  one  from 
another.  And  again,  the  making  the  Greek  language 
common  through  fo  great  a  part  of  the  world,  did  won- 
y  way  for  the  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom 

of  Car  iff,  becauie  it  was  the  language  in  which  the  New 
.Teflament  was  to  be  originally  written.  The  apoilles 
propagated  the  gofpel  through  many  fcores  of  nations; 
and  if  they  could  not  have  underflood  the  Bible  any 
otherwife  than  as  it  was  tranfiated  into  fo  many  lan¬ 
guages,  it  w7ould  have  rendered  the  fp reading  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  vaftly  more  difficult.  But  by  the  Greek  language 
being  made  common  to  all,  they  all  underflood  the 
New  Tell  ament  of  Jefus  Clirift  in  the  language  in  which 
the  apoflles  and  evangelifls  originally  wrote  it :  fo  that 
as  foon  as  ever  it  wras  written  by  its  original  penmen,  it 
immediately  lay  open  to  the  world  in  a  language  that  wras 
commonly  underflood. 

1 5*  The  next  thing  I  fliall  take  notice  of,  is  the 
tranflatio n  of  the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Teflament  into 
the  Greek  language,  which  is  commonly  called  the  Sep- 
tuagint,  or  the  tranflation  of  the  Seventy.  This  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  made  about  fifty  of  lixty  years  after 
Alexander’s  conquering  the  world.  This  is  the  firft 
tranflation  that  ever  was  made  of  the  feriptures  that  we 
have  any  credible  account  of.  The  canon  of  the  Old 
1  ellament  had  been  completed  by  the  prophet  Malachi 
but  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  before  in  its 
original ;  and  hitherto  the  feriptures  had  remained  lock¬ 
ed 
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ed  up  from  all  other  nations  but  the  Jews,  in  the  He¬ 
brew  tongue,  which  was  underftood  by  no  other  na¬ 
tion.  But  now  it  was  tranllated  into  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage,  which,  as  we  obferved  before,  was  a  language 
commonly  underftood  by  the  nations  of  the  world. 

This  tranflation  of  the  Old  Teftament  is  Hill  extant, 
and  is  commonly  in  the  hands  of  learned  men  in  thefe 
days,  and  is  made  great  ule  of  by  them.  The  [ews 
have  many  fables  about  the  occaiion  and  manner  of  this 
tranflation  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is  fuppofed  to  be 
this,  that  multitudes  of  the  Jews  living  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  beiides  Judea,  and  being  born  and  bred  among 
the  Greeks,  the  Greek  became  their  common  language, 
and  they  did  not  underftand  the  original  Hebrew  ;  and 
therefore  they  procured  the  icriptures  to  be  tranflated 
tor  their  ufe  into  the  Greek  language :  and  fo  hence¬ 
forward  the  Jews,  in  all  countries,  except  Judea,  were 
wont  in  their  fynagogues  to  make  ufe  of  this  tranflation 
inflead  of  the  Hebrew,  (p) 

This  tranflation  of  the  fcriptures  into  a  language 
commonly  underftood  through  the  world,  prepared  the 
way  for  Chrift’s  coming,  and  fetting  up  his  kingdom  in 
the  world,  and  afterwards  did  greatly  promote  it.  For 
as  the  apoftles  went  preaching  through  the  world,  they 

(p)  The  Sep tu agin t  tranflatianJ\  It  is  u  Almoft  unanimoufly 
admitted,  that  about  300  years  before  the  advent  of  Jefus  Chriil^ 
a  Greek  tranllation  of  the  Old  Teftament  was  made  at  Alexan¬ 
dria,  for  the  ufe  of  the  .  .  .  Jew's  ,  .  .  fettled  there  ....  the  far 
greater  part  of  whom  had  loft 'their  native  language— That  at  firft 
tne  five  books  of  Mofes  only  w'ere  tranflated,  becaufe  they  were 
tiie  only  books  which  were  then  read  in  the  fynagogues — That 
utter  the  tyrannies  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  the  reading  of  the 
prophecies  being  then  introduced,  the  prophecies  wrere  alfo  tranf¬ 
lated  That  this  verfion  was  fpread  through  all  thofe  parts  of  the 
w'orld  w  here  the  Greek  language  was  ufed,  or  where  Jews  dwrelt 
—And  that  the  apoftles,  preaching  the  gofpel  in  the  known  parts 
of  the  world,  made  ufe  of  [this]  verfion  —  and  that  this  verfion 
was  one  of  the  preparations  which  Providence  had  employed  for 

ca^  tile  Gentiles.”  [Saurin’s  Sermons,  tranflated  by 
Robinfon,  Vol.  111.  p.  147,  8.  For  a  fuller  account  of  this  ver, 
non  fee  PrideauP  s  Conned.  Part  II.  Book  i#] 
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made  great  ufe  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teflament, 
and  efpecially  of  the  prophecies  concerning  Chrifl  con¬ 
tained  in  them.  And  by  means  of  this  tranflation,  and 
by  the  Jews  being  fcattered  every  where,  they  had  the 
fcriptures  at  hand  in  a  language  that  was  underflood  by 
the  Gentiles  :  and  they  principally  made  ufe  of  this  tranl- 
lation  in  their  preaching  and  writings  wherever  they  went; 
as  is  evident  by  this,  that  in  all  the  quotations  that  are 
made  out  of  the  Old  Teftament  in  their  writings,  they  are 
altnofl  every  where  in  the  very  wotds  of  the  Septuagint; 
they  being  both  written  in  the v  fame  language.  This 
makes  it  evident,  that  the  apoftles,  in  their  preaching 
and  writings,  commonly  made  ufe  of  this  tranflation. 
So  this  very  tranflation  was  that  which  was  principally 
ufed  in  Chriftian  churches  through  moft  nations  of  the 
world  for  feveral  hundred  years  after  Chrifl. 

1 6.  The  next  thing  is  the  wonderful  prefervation  of 
the  church  when  it  was  imminently  threatened  and  per- 
fecuted  under  the  Grecian  empire. 

The  firfl  time  they  were  threatened  was  by  Alexander 
himfelf.  When  he  was  befieging  the  city  of  Tyre,  fend- 
in°r  to  the  Tews  for  afliflance  and  iupplies  for  his  army, 
and  they  refuting,  out  of  a  confcientious  regard  to  their 
oath  to  the  king  of  Perfia,  he  being  a  man  of  very  a  furious 
fpirit,  agreeable  to  the  fcripture-reprefentation  of  the 
rough  he-goat,  marched  againfl  them,  with  a  deiign  to 
cut  them  off.  But  the  priefts  going  out  to  meet  him  m 
prieftly  garments,  when  he  met  them,  God  wonderfully 
turned  his  heart  to  fpare  and  favour  them,  much  as  he 
did  the  heart  of  Efau  when  he  met  Jacob.  (qJ 

After 


(qJ  Alexander  J pared  the  Jews.]  u  The  high  priefl  in  this 
imminent  danger  had  recourfe  to  God  by  facriflces  and  fupplica- 
tions  ;  and  as  he  was  directed  in  a  vilion  in  the  night,  he  went 
forth  the  next  day  in  his  pontifical  robes,  with  all  the  pi  iefts  in 
their  habits,  and  the  people  in  white  apparel,  to  meet  the  con¬ 
queror,  and  to  make  their  fubmiffions  to  him.  As  foon  as  the 
king  law  the  high  priefl  coming  to  him  in  this  folemn  pioceinon, 
he  advanced  eagerly  to  meet  him,  and  bowing  down  himlelf 

fore  him,  received  him  with  religious  awe  and  veneration.  AH 
*  -  '  "  prefent 


l 
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After  this,  one  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  a  fucceffor  of 
one  of  Alexander’s  four  captains,  entertained  a  defign 
of  deff roymg  the  nations  of  the  Jews  ;  but  was  remark¬ 
ably  and  wonderfully  prevented  by  a  ftrong  interpofition 
of  Heaven  for  their  preiervation. 

But  the  raoft  wonderful  prefervation  of  them  all  in 
this  period,  was  under  the  cruel  perfecution  of  Antio- 
chus  Epiphanes,  king  of  Syria,  and  fuccelTor  of  another 
of  Alexander's  four  captains.  The  Jews  were  at  that 
time  fubjecl  to  the  power  of  Antiochus  ;  and  he  being 
enraged  againft  them,  long  flrove  to  his  utmoft  utterly  to 
deftroy  them,  and  root  them  out  ;  at  leaft  all  of  them 
that  would  not  forfake  their  religion,  and  worfhip  his 
idols  :  and  he  did  indeed  in  a  great  meafure  wafte  the 
country,  and  depopulate  the  city  of  Jerulalem  ;  and 
profaned  the  temple,  by  letting  up  his  idols  in  fome  parts 
of  it ;  and  perfecuted  the  people  with  infatiable  cruelty  ; 
fo  that  we  have  no  account  of  any  perfecution  like  this 
before.  Many  of  the  particular  circumftances  of  this 
perfecution  would  be  very  aftefling,  if  1  had  time  to  inlift 
on  them.  This  cruel  perfecution  began  about  an  hundred 
and  feventy  years  before  Chrift.  It  is  much  fpoken  of 

prefent  were  aftonifhed  at  this  behaviour  of  the  king,  fo  contrary 
to  their  expectation  ;  and  Parmenio  in  particular  demanded  the 
reafon  of  it,  why  he,  whom  all  others  adored,  fliould  pay  fuch 
adoration  to  the  Jewifh  high  prieft.  Alexander  replied,  That  he 
paid  not  this  adoration  to  him,  but  to  that  God  whofe  prieft  he 
was ;  for  while  he  was  at  Dio  in  Macedonia,  and  was  meditating 
upon  his  expedition  againft  the  king  of  Perfia,  there  appeared 
unto  him  in  a  dream  this  very  man,  and  in  this  very  habit,  invi¬ 
ting  him  to  come  over  into  Alia,  and  promifing  him  fucceis  in  the 
conqueft  of  it ;  and  now  he  was  allured  that  he  had  fet  out  upon 
this  expedition  under  the  condudt  of  God,  to  whom  therefore  he 
paid  this  adoration  in  the  perfon  of  his  high  prieft.  Hereupon 
he  entered  Jerufalem  in  peace,  and  went  up  and  offered  facri- 
fees  to  God  in  the  temple,  where  the  high  prieft  produced  and 
laid  before  him  the  prophecies  of  Daniel,  wherein  it  was  written, 
that  a  king  of  Grecia  fliould  overthrow  the  Perfian  empire,  which 
he  interpreted  of  himfelf.  After  this  he  granted  peculiar  privi¬ 
leges  to  the  Jews,  and  proceeded  in  his  expedition  with  full  con¬ 
fidence  and  affurance  of  fuccefs.  [Bp.  Newton  (from  Jofetibus) 
on  the  Prophecies,  Vol,  ii.  Difc.  15.] 
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m  the  prophecy  of  Daniel,  [Dan.  viii.  9. — 2  5.  ;  ki.  31. 

“3^0  ailci  referred  to  in  the  New  Teftament,  [Heb.  xi. 
36 — 38.]  (r) 

Antioch  us  intended  not  only  to  extirpate  the  Jewifh 
religion,  but  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  the  very  nation  ;  and 
particularly  laboured  to  the  utrnoft  to  deflroy  all  copies 
of  the  law.  And  conhdering  how  weak  they  were,  in 
comparifon  with  a  king  of  fuch  vaft  dominion,  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  appears  very  wonderful  in  defeating  his 
delign.  Many  times  the  Jews  feemed  to  be  on  the  very 
brink  of  ruin,  and  juft  ready  to  be  wholly  fwallowed 
up  :  their  enemies  often  thought  themfelves  lure  of  ob¬ 
taining  their  purpole.  They  once  came  againft  the 
people  with  a  mighty  army,  and  with  a  defign  of  kil¬ 
ling  all,  except  the  women  and  children,  and  of  felling 
thefe  for  flaves  ;  and  they  were  fo  confident  of  obtain¬ 
ing  their  purpofe,  and  others  of  purchafing,  that  above 
a  thoufand  merchants  came  with  the  army,  with  money 
in  their  hands,  to  buy  the  flaves  that  fhould  be  fold. 
But  God  wonderfully  ftirred  up  and  alftfted  one  Judas, 
and  others  his  fucceftbrs,  that  were  called  the  Maccabees, 
who,  with  a  fmall  handful  in  comparifon,  vanquifhed 
their  enemies  time  after  time,  and  delivered  their  nation  ; 
which  was  foretold  by  Daniel,  [xi.  32.]  Speaking  of  An- 
tlochus’s  perfecution,  he  fays,  6  And  fuch  as  do  wickedly 
1  againft  the  covenant,  fhail  he  corrupt  by  flatteries  : 
4  but  the  people  that  do  know  their  God,  fhail  be  ftrong, 
4  and  do  exploits,  (s) 

God 

(r)  Persecution'  under  j{LntiochusP\  The  particulars  of  this 
perfecutioa  are  recited  at  length  in  the  vth.  vith.  and  viith.  chap¬ 
ters  of  lick  book  of  Maccabees,  and  the  molt  material  parts  of  it 
are  confirmed  by  Polybius  and  Jofephus  ;  and  copied  into  Rollin'* 
Ancient  Hiftory,  Book  xviii.  art.  2.  and  the  Univerfal  Hijl .  You 
x.  Book  ii.  chap.  1 1. 

(s)  Bravery  of  Judas  Maccabeus.]  “  We  have  here  a  fen- 
iible  image  of  the  feeble  oppofition  which  the  human  arm  is  able 
to  make  againft  that  of  the  Almighty,  on  whom  alone  the  fate  of 
battle  depends.  It  is  evident  that  judas  himfelf  was  fully  fenfible 
of  his  own  weaknels :  6  How  can  we,’  fays  he  to  the  Almighty 
before  the  battle,  ‘  ftand  before  them,  unlefs  thou  thyfelf  aifift 
i  m  V  And  it  1%  as  evident,  that  he  w*s  no  Ids  firmly  pcrfuadecj 


FROM  THE  CAPTIVITY  TO  CHRIST.  *93 

God  afterwards  brought  this  Antioch  us  to  a  fearful, 
miferable  end,  by  a  loathfome  difeafe,  under  dreadful 
torments  of  body,  and  horrors  of  mind  ;  which  was 
foretold,  [Dan.  xi.  45.]  in  thefe  words,  4  Yet  he  fhall 
*  come  to  this  end  and  none  fhall  help  him.’  (r)  After 
his  death,  there  were  attempts  frill  to  deftroy  the  church 
of  God  ;  but  God  baffled  them  all, 

17.  The  next  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  the  de¬ 
finition  of  the  Grecian  empire,  and  fetting  up  of  the 
Roman.  This  was  the  fourth  overturning  of  the  world 
in  this  period.  And  though  it  was  brought  to  pafs  more 
gradually  than  the  fetting  up  of  the  Grecian  empire,  yet. 
it  far  exceeded  that,  and  was  much  the  greateft  and 
larged  temporal  monarchy  that  ever  was  in  the  world  ; 
io  that  the  Roman  empire  was  commonly  called  all  the 
world  ;  [Luke  ii.  1.]  4  And  there  went  out  a  decree  from 
‘  before  Caefar  Auguflus,  that  all  the  world  fhould  be 
4  taxed  f  u  e~  all  the  Roman  empire.  This  empire  is 

of  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms :  4  The  victory 9  (he  had  faid  before | 
does  not  depend  on  the  number  of  loldiers,  but  it  is  from 
4  heaven  that  all  our  drength  comes.’  But  although  Judas  had 
fo  entire  a  confidence  in  God,  he  employs  all  thole  expedients, 
which  the  mod:  experienced  and  braved  genera]  could  ute,  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  the  victory.  How  excellent  a  pattern  have  we  here 
for  generals!  To  pray  with  humility,  becauie  all  things  depend 
on  God ;  and  to  at  with  vigour,  as  if  all  things  depended  on 
man  !  ”  [See  I.  Macc.  iii.  and  iv.J — [Roll in’s  Ancient  Hido- 
r y,  Book  xviii.  art.  2.] 

(t)  Antiochus  died  miferably .]  44  News  was  brought  him  of 
the  defeat  of  Nicanor  and  Timotheus  in  Judea,  ....  frefh  ex- 
preffes  came  of  Lyfias’s  defeat,  and  alfo  that  the  Jews  had  re¬ 
taken  the  temple,  thrown  down  the  altars  and  idols  he  had 
fet  up,  and  re-edablifhed  their  ancient  worfhip  ;  this  news  increa- 
fed  his  fury :  immediately  he  commanded  his  coachman  to  drive 
with  the  utmod  fpeed,  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  fully  to  latiate  his  vengeance;  threatening  to  make  Jemfalem 
the  burying  place  of  the  whole  Jewifh  nation,  and  not  to  leave 
one  tingle  inhabitant  in  it.  tie  had  fcarce  uttered  that  blafphe- 
mous  expreffion,  but  he  was  druck  by  the  hand  of  God.  He  was 
feized  with  incredible  pains  in  his  bowels,  and  the  mod  exceflive 
pangs  of  the  colic.  4  Thus  the  murderer  and  blafphemer’  (lavs 
the  author  of  the  Maccabees,  lid.  Book,  chap.  ix.  12.)  ‘  having 
4  fuffered  mod  grievouily,  as  he  treated  other  men,  fo  he  died  a 
miferable  death  in  a  ltrange  country  in  the  mountain.”  [Pvon- 
lix’s  Ancient  Hidorv,  Book  xviii.  art.  2.] 


fpoken 
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is  fpokcn  of  as  much  the  ftrongeft  and  greateft  of  any  of 
the  four  ;  [Dan.  ii.  40.]  4  And  the  fourth  kingdom  fhall 
*  be  ftrong  as  iron  :  forafmuch  as  iron  breaketh  in  pieces, 

4  and  fubdueth  all  things  •  and  as  iron  that  breaketh  all 

5  thefe,  ih a  11  it  break  in  pieces,  and  bruife.’  [So  alfo  Dan, 
vii.  7,  19,  23.]  The  time  that  the  Romans  iirft  con¬ 
quered  and  brought  under  the  land  of  Judea,  was  between 
iixty  and  feventy  years  before  Chrift  was  born  :  and  foon 
after  this,  the  Roman  empire  was  ellablifhed  in  its  greateft 
extent  ;  and  the  world  continued  fubjeft  to  it  till  Oh  rift 
came,  and  many  hundred  years  afterwards. 

The  nations  being  thus  united  under  one  monarchy 
when  Chrift  came,  and  when  the  apoftles  went  forth  to 
preach  the  gofpel,  did  greatly  prepare  the  way  for  the 
ipreading  the  gofpel,  and  the  fetting  up  of  Chrift’s  king¬ 
dom  in  the  world  :  for  the  world  being  thus  fubjedt  to 
one  government,  it  opened  a  communication  from  nation 
to  nation,  and  fo  opportunity  was  given  tor  the  more 
fwiftly  propagating  the  gofpel  through  it.  Thus  we  find 
it  is  in  the  Britilh  nation,  the  communication  from  one 
part  of  its  dominions  to  another,  is  much  ealier  and 
quicker  than  to  foreign  nations.  There  are  innumerable 
difficulties  in  travelling  through  nations  under  different 
independent  governments,  which  are  not  in  travelling 
through  different  parts  of  the  fame  realm,  or  different  do- 
fninions  of  the  fame  prince.  So  the  world  being  under 
one  government,  that  of  the  Romans,  in  Chrift’s  and  the 
apoftles  times,  facilitated  the  apoftles  travelling,  and  the 
gofpel’s  fpreading  through  the  world. 

18.  About  the  fame  time  learning  and  philofophy 
were  rifen  to  their  greateft  height  in  the  heathen  world. 
Almoft  all  the  famous  pbilofophers  that  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count  of  among  the  heathen,  went  after  the  captivity  into 
Babylon.  Almoft  all  the  wife  men  of  Greece  and  Rome 
dour iflied  in  this  time.  Many  of  them  were,  indeed,  men 
of  great  temporal  wifdom  :  and  that  which  they  in  gene¬ 
ral  chiefly  profeffed  to  make  their  buflnefs,  was  to  inquire 
wherein  man’s  chief  happinefs  lay,  and  the  way  in  which 

men  might  obtain  it.  They  feemed  eariiefily  to  bufy 

them- 
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themfelves  in  this  inquiry,  and  wrote  multitudes  of  books 
about  it,  many  of  which  are  ftill  extant.  1  here  have 
been  reckoned  up  feveral  hundreds  of  their  different 
opinions  concerning  it.  Thus  they  wearied  themfelves 
in  vain,  wandering  in  the  dark,  not  having  the  glorious 
gofpel  to  guide  them.  God  was  pleafed  to  fuller  men  to 
do  the  utmoil  they  could  with  human  wifdom,  and  to  try 
the  extent  of  their  own  underflan  dings  to  find  out  the 
way  to  happinefs,  before  the  true  light  came  to  enlighten 
the  world  ;  before  he  lent  the  great  Prophet  to  lead  men 
in  the  right  way  to  happinefs.  God  buffered  thefe  great 
philofophers  to  try  what  they  could  do  for  fix  hundred 
years  together  ;  and  then  it  proved,  by  the  events  of  fo 
long  a  time,  that  all  they  could  do  was  in  vain  ;  the  world 
not  becoming  wifer,  better,  or  happier  under  their  inflruc- 
tions,  but  growing  more  and  more  foolifh,  wicked,  and 
miferable.  (u)  He  fuffered  their  wifdom  and  philofophy 

to 

(u)  The  Jlate  of  Pagan  Philosophy.]  The  corrupt  Rate  of 
the  heathen  morals,  during  the  moil  fiourifhing  times  of  their 
philofophy,  is  defcribed  by  a  learned  prelate  of  the  prefent  age  in 
the  following  pointed  language — u  The  i ports  of  the  gladiators, 
unnatural  lull,  the  licentioulnefs  of  divorce,  the  expoiing  of  in¬ 
fants  and  Haves,  the  procuring  abortions,  the  public  eflablilh- 
ment  of  flews ;  all  fubfifled  at  Rome,  and  not  one  of  them  [was] 
condemned,  or  hinted  at,  in  Tully’s  Offices. — The  moll  indecent 
revelling,  drunkennefs,  and  lewdnefs,  [were]  p  radii  fed  at  the  fealls 
of  Bacchus,  Ceres,  and  Cybele ;  and  their  greatell  philofophers 
never  remonflrated  againll  it. 

“  The  heathen  philofophers,  though  they  have  advanced  line 
fayings  and  lublime  precepts,  in  fome  points  of  morality,  have 
grofsly  failed  in  others  :  fuch  as  the  toleration  or  encouragement 
of  revenge,  flavery,  unnatural  lull,  fornication,  filicide,  &c.  For 
example  :  Plato  exprefsly  allowed  of  exceflive  drinking  at  the  fefli- 
vals  of  Bacchus. — Maximus  Tyrius  forbad  to  pray. — Socrates  directs 
his  hearers  to  confider  the  Greeks  as  brethren  :  but  barbarians 
[;.  e.  all  who  were  of  any  other  country]  as  natural  enemies. — 
Ariftotle  maintained,  that  nature  intended  barbarians  [/.  e.  all  who 
were  not  Grecians]  to  be  Haves. — The  Stoics  held,  that  all  crimes 
were  equal. — Plato ,  Cicero ,  Epifletus,  all  allow  and  advife  men  to 
continue  the  idolatry  of  their  anceflors. — Ariftotle ,  and  Cicero , 
both  fpeak  of  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  as  meannefs  and  pufilla- 
p  unity. — Thefe  were  trifles,  to  what  follows _ 

c<  Ariftotle 
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*o  come  to  the  greateft  height  before  (Thrift  came,  that  It 
might  be  feen  how  far  reafou  and  philofophy  could  go  in 
tneir  higheft  afcent,  that  the  necefflty  of  a  divine  teacher 
might  appear  before  Chrift  came.  And  God  was  pleafed  to 

64  Arif  otic  and  Plato  both  direct,  that  means  fhould  be  ufed 
to  pi  event  weak  cniidren  being  brought  up. — Cato  commends  a 
young  man  for  frequenting  the  hews. — Cicero  exprefsly  lpeaks  of 
fornication  as  a  thing  never  found  fault  with. — - Plato  recommends 
a  community  of  women  ;  and  advifes,  that  foldiers  fhould  not  be 
reflrained  from  fenfuai  indulgence,  even  the  moft  unnatural  fpe- 
cies  of  it.  Xe  nop  non  relates,  without  any  marks  of  reprobation, 
that  unnatural  lull  was  encouraged  by  the  laws  of  feveral  Grecian 
Rates. — Solon,  their  great  lawgiver,  forbad  it  only  to  flaves.— Dio^ 
gems  inculcated,  and  openly  pradhfed  the  moft  brutal  luft. — Zeno 
and  Cato  both  killed  themfelves.”  [Bp.  of  Carlisle's  Reflect, 
on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Chrift,  Appendix.} 

Another  elegant  writer  of  the  prefent  day  thus  paints  the  filia¬ 
tion  of  the  heathen  world  at  Ch rift’s  coming : 

44  They  all  worfhipped  a  multiplicity  of  gods  and  daemons, 
whole  favour  they  courted  by  impious,  obfcene,  and  ridiculous 
ceremonies  ;  and  whole  anger  they  endeavoured  to  appcaie,  by 
the  moft  abominable  cruelties.  In  the  politeft  ages  of  the  poiiteft 
nations  in  the*  world,  at  a  time  When  Greece  and  Rome  had  carried 
the  arts  of  oratory,  poetry,  hiftory,  architecture,  and  fculpture, 
to  the  higheft  perfection,  and  made  no  inconfiderable  advances  in 
thofe  of  mathematics,  natural,  and  even  moral  philofophy,  in  re¬ 
ligious  knowledge  they  had  made  none  at  ail :  a  ftrong  prefump- 
tion,  that  the  nobieft  efforts  of  the  mind  of  man,  unafiifted  by  re¬ 
velation,  were  unequal  to  the  talk.  Some  few,  indeed,  of  their 
philofophers,  were  wife  enough  to  reject  thefe  general  abfurdities, 
and  dared  to  attempt  a  loftier  flight.  Plato  introduced  many  fub- 
lime  ideas  of  nature,  and  its  flrft  caufe,  and  of  the  immortality  of 
the  foul  ;  which,  being  above  his  own  and  all  human  difcovery, 
he  probably  acquired  from  the  books  of  Mofes,  or  the  converla- 
tion  of  fome  Jewifh  rabbies,  whom  he  might  have  met  with  in 
Egypt;  where  he  reflded,  and  ftudied,  for  feveral  years.  From 
him  Ariftotle ,  and  from  both  Cicero ,  and  fome  few  others,  drew 
moft  amazing  ftores  of  philofophical  fcience  ;  and  carried  their  re- 
fearches  into  divine  truths,  as  far  as  human  genius  alone  could  pe¬ 
netrate.  But  thefe,  with  all  this  knowledge,  were  very  deficient 
in  true  theology. 

44  At  this  time,  Chriftianity  broke  forth  from  the  eaft,  like  a  ri¬ 
fling  fun,  and  dilpelled  this  univerfal  darknefs,  which  obfcured 
every  part  of  the  globe ;  and  which,  even  at  this  day,  prevails  in 
all  thole  remoter  regions,  to  which  its  falutary  influence  has  not  as 
yet  extended.”  [Soame  Jenyns,  Efq.  Internal  Evidence  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion.] 

make 
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make  foolifh  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  to  Ihew  men  the 
folly  of  their  beft  wifdom,  by  the  dodlrines  of  his  glori¬ 
ous  gofpel  which  were  above  the  reach  ot  all  their  philo- 
fophy.  [See  I.  Cor.  i.  19 — 21.] 

And  after  God  had  fhewn  the  vanity  oi  human  learn- 

J 

ing,  he  was  pleafed  to  make  it  fubfervient  to  the  pUrpoles 
ot  Chrift's  kingdom,  as  an  handmaid  to  divine  revela¬ 
tion  :  and  fo  the  prevalence  of  learning  in  the  world  be¬ 
fore  Chriit  came,  made  way  for  his  coming  both  thefe 
ways,  viz.  as  thereby  the  vanity  of  human  wifdom  was 
fhown,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  gofpel  appeared  ;  and  alfo 
as  hereby  an  handmaid  was  prepared  to  the  gofpel  :  for  fa 
it  was  made  ufe  of  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  who  was  famed 
for  his  much  learning,  [A£ts  xxvi.  24,]  and  was  fkilled 
not  only  in  that  of  the  Jews,  but  alfo  of  the  philofophers  ; 
and  improved  it  to  the  purpofes  of  the  gofpel ;  as  you 
may  fee  he  did  in  deputing  with  the  philofophers  at 
Athens,  [Afts  xvii.  22>  &c.]  Pie  by  his  learning  knew  well 
how  to  improve  what  he  had  read  in  their  writings  ;  and 
even  cites  their  own  poets,  (w)  And  now  Dionyfius, 
who  was  a  philofopher,  was  converted  by  him,  and,  as 
eccldiaftical  hiftory  gives  us  an  account,  made  a  great 
inflrument  of  promoting  the  gofpel.  (x)  And  there 
were  many  others  in  that  and  the  following  ages,  who 
were  eminently  ufeful  by  their  human  learning  in  promo* 
ting  the  interefts  of  Chrift’s  kingdom* 

18.  Juft 

(w)  Paul  quotes  the  Greek  poets.]  44  Thofe  words,  *  For  in 
*  him  we  live,4  &c.  have  been  fuppofed  by  fome  an  allulion  to  an 
old  Greek  poet ;  but  be  this  as  it  may,  the  following  tvords  4  For 
4  we  are  alfo  his  offspring  ;  ’  or  as  Doddridge  more  properly  renders 
them,  preferving  their  poetic  air, 

4  For  we  his  offspring  are — 

Thefe  words  are  unqueftionably  thofe  of  dr  at  us,  a  poet  of  Cici- 
lia,  Paul’s  own  country,  who  wrote  three  hundred  years  before  his 
time.”  So  I*  Cor.  xv.  33,  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  quotation  from  Me- 
naiider ,  another  Greek  Poet.  [See  Fam.  Expof.  inloc.] 

(x)  Dionysius  the  Areopagite  d\  44  This  Dionyjitis  was  bred  at 
Athens  in  all  the  learned  arts,  and  was  one  of  the  fenators  and 
judges  of  the  great  court  of  Areopagus  ;  at  twenty-five  years  old 
he  is  faid  to  have  travelled  to  Egypt,  to  perfeft  himfelf  in  the 
ftudy  ot  afhology,  for  which  that  nation  was  famous  :  here  be- 

holding 
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19.  Juft  before  Clirift  was  born,  the  Roman  empire 
as  not  only  raifed  to  its  greatefl  height,  but  alfo  fettled 
in  peace.  About  four  and  twenty  years  before  this*  Au- 
guflus  Caefar,  the  firil  Roman  Emperor,  afcended  the 
throne  :  till  then  the  Roman  Empire  had  of  a  long  time 
been  a  commonwealth  under  the  government  of  the  fe- 
nate  :  but  now  it  became  an  abfolute  monarchy.  This 
Auguflus  Caefar,  as  he  was  the  firfl,  fo  he  was  the  greatefl  of 
all  the  Roman  Emperors.  Thus  the  power  of  the  heathen 
world,  which  was  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom,  was  raifed  to 
its  greatefl  height,  after  it  had  been  riling  gradually  and 
ilrengtliening  itfelf  more  and  more  from  the  days  of  So¬ 
lomon  to  this  day,  which  was  about  a  thoufand  years. 
Now  the  heathen  world  wTas  in  its  greatefl  glory  for 
llrength,  wealth,  and  learning. 

God  did  two  things  to  prepare  the  way  for  Chrifl’s  co¬ 
ming,  wherein  he  took  a  contrary  method  from  that 
which  human  wdfdom  would  have  taken.  He  brought 
his  own  vifible  people  very  low,  and  made  them  weak  ; 
but  the  heathen,  who  were  his  enemies,  he  exalted  to  the 
greatefl  height,  for  the  more  glorious  triumph  of  the  crofs 
of  Chrifl.  With  a  final]  number  in  their  greatefl  weak- 
nefs,  he  conquered  his  enemies  in  their  greateil  glory. 
Th  us  Chrifl  triumphed  over  principalities  and  powers  in 
his  crofs. 

Auguflus  Caefar  had  been  for  many  years  eflablifhing 
the  flate  of  the  Roman  empire,  fubduing  his  enemies 
in  one  part  and  another,  till  the  very  year  that  Chrifl 
was  born  ;  when  all  his  enemies  being  fubdued,  his  do¬ 
minion  over  the  world  feemed  to  be  fettled  in  its  great¬ 
efl  glory.  All  wTas  eflablifhed  in  peace  ;  in  token  where¬ 
of  the  Romans  fhut  the  temple  of  Janus,  which  was  an 
eflablifhed  fymhol  among  them  of  there  being  univerfal 

holding  the  miraculous  eclipfe  that  was  at  the  time  of  our  Lord’s 
crucifixion,  he  concluded  that  fome  great  affair  was  happening  to 
the  world.  Returning  to  Athens,  he  became  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  Areopagus,  cHfputed  with  St.  Paul,  and  was  by  him  converted 
from  his  errors  and  idolatry,  and  being  thoroughly  iuflrudfed,  made 
die  firft  bifliop  of  Athens.”  [Dr.  Cave.] 


/ 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  PERIOD  I.  299 

peace  throughout  the  Roman  empire,  (z)  And  this  uni- 
verfal  peace,  which  was  begun  the  year  that  Chrift  was 
born,  lafled  twelve  years,  till  the  year  that  Chrill  difputed 
with  the  doctors  in  the  temple. 

Thus  the  world,  after  it  had  been,  as  it  were,  in  a  con¬ 
tinual  convulfion  for  fo  many  hundred  years  together, 
like  the  four  winds  flriving  together  on  the  tumultuous 
raging  ocean,  whence  arofe  thofe  four  great  monarchies  ; 
being  now  eftablifhed  in  the  greatelt  height  of  the  fourth 

and  lall  monarchy,  and  fettled  in  quietnefs  -  all 

things  are  ready  for  the  birth  of  Chrift.  This  remarka¬ 
ble  univerfal  peace,  after  fo  many  ages  of  tumult  and 
war,  was  a  fit  prelude  for  the  ufhering  of  the  glorious 
Prince  of  Peace  into  the  world. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  our  firft  grand  period, 
that  from  the  fall  to  the  time  of  the  incarnation  of  Chriff ; 
and  have  fhown  the  truth  of  the  firft  proportion,  viz. 
That  ‘  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,* 
God  was  doing  thofe  things  that  were  preparatory  to  Chrifl’s 
coming,  and  forerunners  of  it. 

IMPROVEMENT  of  PERIOD  L 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  the  next  propofition,  I  would 
make  fome  few  remarks,  by  way  of  improvement,  upon 
what  has  been  faid  under  this. 

1.  We  may  ftrongly  argue,  that  Jefus  of  Nazareth  is  in¬ 
deed  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  and 
that  the  Chriftian  is  the  true  religion,  feeing  Chrifl  is  the 
very  perfon  fo  evidently  pointed  at,  ill  all  the  great  dif- 

( y )  The  Temple  of  J an u s . ]  This  was  a  fquare  building, 
(fome  fay  of  intire  brafs)  which  contained  a  ftatue  of  Janus  five 
feet  high  ;  with  brazen  gates  always  kept  open  in  time  of  war,  but 
fliut  in  time  of  peace  ;  which  however  feldom  happened.  Hifto- 
rians  mention  eight  times  of  its  being  fhut  up,  three  of  which 
were  in  the  reign  of  Auguflus,  and  one  of  them  in  the' time  of  our 
Lord’s  birth,  [See  Kenneth  Antiq.  Part  II,  Book  i,] 

Q,q  2  pepfatiqus 
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penfations  of  Divine  Providence  from  the  fall  of  inan> 
and  was  fo  undoubtedly  in  many  inftances  foretold  from 
age  to  age,  and  fhadowed  forth  in  a  vail  variety  of  types 
and  figures.  If  we  ferioufly  confider  the  courfe  of  things 
from  the  beginning,  and  obferve  the  motions  of  all  the 
great  wheels  of  Providence  from  one  age,  to  another,  we 
fhall  difcern  that  they  all  tend  hither.  They  are  all  as 
fo  many  lines,  whofe  courfe,  if  accurately  followed,  will 
be  found  to  center  here.  This  perfon  came  into  the 
world  with  a  commiffion  and  authority  from  God  to  do 
his  work,  and  to  declare  his  mind.  It  cannot  be  any  vain 
imagination,  but  a  plain  and  evident  truth,  that  that  per¬ 
fon  who  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  and  dwelt  at  Nazareth 
and  at  Capernaum,  and  was  crucified  without  the  gates  of 
Jerufalem,  mufl  be  the  great  Mefliah,  or  anointed  of  God. 
And  blelfed  are  all  they  that  believe  in  and  confefs  him, 
and  miferable  are  all  that  deny  him.  This  Ihows  the 
imreafonablenefs  of  the  Deifls,  who  deny  revealed  reli¬ 
gion  ;  and  of  the  Jews,  who  deny  that  this  Jefus  is  the 
Mefliah  foretold  and  promifed  to  their  fathers. 

Here  fome  perfons  may  be  ready  to  objedl,  that  it 
may  be,  fome  lubtle,  cunning  men  contrived  to  forge  this 
hiftory,  and  tlrefe  prophecies,  fo  that  they  fhould  all 
point  to  Jefus  Chrift  on  purpofe  to  prove  him  to  be  the 
Mefliah.  To  fuch  it  may  be  replied,  how  could  their 
craft  and  fubtilty  help  them  to  forefee  and  point  at  an 
event  that  was  to  come  to  pafs  may  ages  afterwards  ;  for 
no  fadt  can  be  more  evident,  than  that  the  Jews  had  thofe 
writings  long  before  Chrift  was  born  ;  as  they  have  them 
Hill  in  great  veneration,  wherever  they  are  throughout 
the  world  ;  and  they  would  never  have  received  fuch  a 
contrivance  from  Chriflians,  to  point  to  and  confirm  Jefus 
to  be  the  Meffiah,  who  they  always  denied  to  be  fo  ;  and 
much  lefs  would  they  have  been  made  to  believe  that  they 
always  had  thefe  books  in  their  hands,  if  they  had  been 
an  impofition. 

2.  What  has  been  faid,  affords  a  flrong  argument  for  the 


divine  authority  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Teftainent,  from 

that;  admirable  harmony  there  is  in  them,  whereby  they 

all 
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all  point  to  the  fame  objeft.  For  we  may  fee  from  what 
has  been  faid,  liow  all  the  parts  of  the  Old  T eftament, 
though  written  by  fo  many  different  penmen,  and  in  ages 
diftant  one  from  another,  do  all  beautifully  harmonize  : 
all  agree  in  one  teltimony,  and  all  center  in  the  lame 
event;  an  event  which  it  was  iinpollible  any  one  of  them 
fliould  foreknow,  but  by  a  divine  revelation,  even  the  fu¬ 
ture  coming  of  Chrift.  This  is  evident  from  what  has 
been  faid  above. 

Now,  if  the  Old  Teftament  was  not  infpired  by  God, 
what  account  can  be  given  of  fuch  an  agreement  ?  For  if 
thefe  books  were  only  human  writings,  written  without 
any  divine  direction,  then  none  of  thefe  penmen  knew 
that  there  would  come  fuch  a  perfon  as  Jefus  Chrift  into 
the  world  •  his  coming  was  only  a  mere  figment  of  their 
own  brain:  and  if  fo,  how  happened  it,  that  this  imagi¬ 
nation  of  theirs,  which  they  foretold  without  any  manner 
of  ground  for  their  prediction,  was  fo  exactly  fulfilled  ? 
and  efpecially  how  did  they  come  all  to  agree  in  it, 
all  pointing  exactly  to  the  fame  thing,  though  they 
lived  fo  many  hundred  years  diftant  one  from  another  ? 

This  admirable  agreement  in  a  future  event,  is  there- 

fore  a  clear  and  certain  evidence  of  the  divine  author  v 

rity  of  thofe  writings. 

3.  Hence  we  may  learn  what  a  weak  and  ignorant  ob¬ 
jection  it  is  which  fome  make  againft  fome  parts  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  that  they  conftft  fo  much  of  the  hiftories 
of  their  kings  and  rulers,  of  their  wars  with  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  nations,  and  of  the  changes  that  happened  from 
time  to  time  in  their  ftate  and  government.  Other  na¬ 
tions  fay  they  ufed  to  keep  hiftories  of  their  public  affairs 
as  well  as  the  Jews,  why  then  fhould  we  think  that  thefe 
hiftories  are  the  word  of  God,  more  than  thofe  of  other 
people  ?  But  what  has  been  faid,  fhows  the  folly  and  va¬ 
nity  of  fuch  an  objeftion.  For  hereby  it  appears,  that 
the  cafe  of  thefe  hiftories  is  very  different  from  that  of  all 
others.  This  alone  gives  us  an  account  of  the  original 
of  ail  things  ;  and  deduces  them  down  in  a  regular  feries 
from  that  original,  giving  a  view  of  the  whole  fclieme 

of 
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of  Divine  Providence,  from  the  beginning  to  the  confum- 
mation  of  all  things  ;  with  an  account  of  the  wife  and 
holy  defigns  of  the  governor  of  the  world  in  all. — By 
thefe  hiflories  it  appears  how  God  has  been  carrying  on  the 
glorious  work  of  redemption  from  age  to  age.  And  though 
hiftavies ,  yet  are  they  full  of  divine  inftru&ion,  and  fliow 
forth  Chrift,  and  his  glorious  gofpel,  no  lefs  than  other- 
parts  of  the  holy  fcriptures  which  are  not  fo. 

The  objection,  that  it  is  a  common  thing  for  nations 
and  kingdoms  to  write  hiflories  and  keep  records  of  their 
wars,  and  the  revolutions  that  come  to  pafs  in  their  ter¬ 
ritories,  is  fo  far  from  being  a  weighty  objection  againft 
the  hiftorical  part  of  fcripture,  as  though  it  were  not  the 
word  of  God,  that  it  is  a  flrong  argument  in  favour  of  it. 
For  if  reafon  and  the  light  of  nature  teaches  all  civilized 
nations  to  keep  fuch  records,  and  to  publifh  them  for  the 
information  of  others ;  how  much  more  may  we  expect 
that  God  would  give  the  world  a  record  of  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  divine  government,  which  doubtiefs  is  infi- 
nately  more  worthy  of  an  hiflory  for  our  information  ? 
If  wife  kings  have  taken  care  that  there  fhould  be  good 
hiflories  written  of  the  nations  over  which  they  have 
reigned,  fhall  we  think  it  incredible,  that  Jefus  Chrift 
fhould  take  care  that  his  church,  which  is  his  kingdom, 
his  peculiar  people,  lhould  have  in  their  hands  a  hillory 
of  their  nation,  and  of  his  government  over  them  ? 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  hiflory  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
how  ignorant  fhould  we  have  been  of  God’s  dealings 
towards  mankind,  and  efpecially  his  church,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  ?  We  fhould  have  been  wholly  in  the  dark  about 
the  creation  of  the  world,  the  fall  of  man,  the  fir  ft  rife 
and  continued  progrefs  of  the  difpenfation  of  grace  to¬ 
wards  fallen  mankind  ,  how  the  light  of  the  gofpel  firft 
began  to  dawn  in  the  world  ;  how  it  increaled ;  and  how 
things  were  preparing  for  the  coming  of  Chrift. 

Jf  we  are  Chriftians,  we  belong  to  that  divine  build¬ 
ing  of  God  that  has  been  the  fubje£l  of  our  difeourfe  : 
but  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  hillory  of  the  Old  Telia- 
ment,  \ve  fhould  never  have  known  what  was  the  firft 
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oCcaiion  of  God’s  going  about  this  building,  and  how 
the  foundation  of  it  was  laid,  or  how  it  has  gone  on 
with  from  the  beginning.  The  times  of  the  hiilory  of 
the  Old  Teiiament  are  moflly  fuch  as  no  other  hiilory 
reaches  up  to  ;  and  therefore  if  God  had  not  preferred 
an  account  of  thefe  things  in  his  word,  we  fhould  have 
been  wholly  without  them. 

Thofe  that  objedl  again!!  the  authority  of  the  Old 
Teiiament  hiilory  of  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  may  as 
well  make  it  an  objeflion  again  if  Mofes’s  account  of  the 
creation  that  it  is  hiilorical ;  for,  in  the  former,  we  have 
an  hiilory  of  a  work  no  lei s  important,  viz.  the  work 
ot  redemption.  Nay,  this  is  a  tar  greater  and  more 
glorious  work,  as  we  obferved  before  ;  and  if  it  were  in¬ 
quired  which  of  the  two  works,  the  work  of  creation, 
or  the  work  of  providence,  is  greateil  ?  it  mull  be  an- 
fwered,  the  work  of  providence  ;  but  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  is  the  greateil  of  the  works  of  providence.  And 
let  thofe  who  make  this  objection  confider  what  part  of 
the  Old  Teiiament  hiilory  can  be  fpared,  without  make- 
ing  a  great  breach  in  that  thread  or  feries  of  events  by 
which  this  glorious  work  has  been  carried  on.—- -This  leads 
me  to  obferve. 

4.  That  from  what  has  been  faid  we  may  fee  much 
ci  the  wifdom  of  God  in  the  compoiition  of  the  ferip 
tures  of  the  Old  Teiiament.  Let  us  briefly  take  a  view 

of  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  and  of  the  need  there  was  of 
them. 

Fir  if  it  was  neceflary  that  we  fhould  have  forne  ac¬ 
count  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  of  our  firfl  parents 
and  their  primitive  Rate  ;  of  the  fall,  of  the  old  world 
and  the  degeneracy  of  it,  and  of  the  univerfal  deluge  ; 

alfo  of  the  origin  of  nations  after  this  deflru&ion  of 
mankind. 

It  ieems  propel  that  there  fhould  be  fome  account  ol 
the  fucceflion  of  the  church  of  God  from  the  beginning; 
and  leeing  God  fuffered  all  the  world  to  degenerate,  and 
only  took  one  nation  to  be  his  people,  to  preferve  the 
true  worihip  and  religion  till  the  Saviour  fhould  come, 

that 
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that  in  them  the  world  might  gradually  be  prepared  for 
that  great  light,  and  thofe  wonderful  things  that  he  was 
to  be  the  author  of ;  and  that  they  might  be  a  typical 
nation,  in  whom  God  might  lhadow  forth  the  future 
glorious  things  of  the  gofpei  —  it  was  therefore  neceiTary 
that  we  fhould  have  fome  account  of  this,  how  it  was 
firft  done  by  the  calling  of  Abraham,  by  their  being 
bond-flaves  in  Egypt,  and  by  their  being  brought  thence 
to  Canaan.  It  was  neceiTary  that  we  fhould  have  Tome 
account  of  the  revelation  which  God  made  of  himfelf  to 
that  people,  in  giving  their  law,  in  the  appointment  of 
their  typical  worfhip,  and  of  the  formation  of  their  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  ft  ate. 

It  Teems  neceiTary  that  we  fhould  have  fome  account 
of  their  being  actually  brought  to  Canaan,  their  pro- 
mifed  land — That  we  fhould  have  an  hiftory  of  the  fuc- 
ceffions  of  the  church  of  Ifrael,  and  of  thofe  providences 
of  God  towards  them,  which  were  moft  conft derable  and 
fulleft  of  gofpei  myftery  ;  that  we  ihould  have  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  the  high-eft  external  glory  of  that  nation  under 
David  and  Solomon,  and  more  particularly  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  whofc  hiftory  is  fo  full  of  the  gofpei,  and  in  whom 
began  the  race  of  their  kings  ;  and  that  we  Ihould  have 
fome  account  of  the  building  of  the  temple,  which  was 
moreover  fo  full  of  myftery. 

It  was  alfo  a  matter  of  confequence,  that  we  Ihould 
have  fome  account  of  IfraeFs  dividing  from  Judah,  and 
of  the  ten  tribes’  captivity  and  utter  rejection  ;  of  the 
fucceftion  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  of  the  church,  till 
their  captivity  into  Babylon  ;  of  their  return  from  their 
Captivity,  and  re -Settlement  in  their  own  land  •  and  of 
the  origin  of  the  laft  ftate  that  the  church  was  in  before 

Chrift  came.  ^ 

A  little  confideration  will  convince  every  one,  that 
all  thefe  things  were  neceiTary,  and  that  none  of  them 
could  well  be  lpared  ;  and  in  the  general,  that  it  was 
neceiTary  that  we  ihould  have  an  hiftory  of  God’s  church 
till  fbch  times  as  are  within  the  reach  of  human  liifto- 
ries  ;  and  it  was  of  importance  that  we  ihould  have  an 

infpired 
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jnfpired  hiftory  of  tbofe  times  of  the  Jewifh  church, 
wherein  there  was  kept  up  a  more  extraordinary  inter* 
courfe  between  God  and  them,  and  while  he  ufed  to 
dwell  among  them,  as  it  were  vifibly,  revealing  himfelf 
by  the  Shechinah,  by  Urim  and  Thummim,  and  by  pro¬ 
phecy,  and  fo  more  immediately  to  order  their  affairs  : 
that  we  fhould  have  fome  account  of  the  great  difpenfa- 
tions  of  God  in  prophecy,  which  were  to  be  after  the 
finifhing  of  infpired  hiftory.  So  it  w^as  exceeding  need- 
Pul  that  there  lhould  be  a  number  of  prophets  raifed, 

^  bo  lhould  foretel  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
the  nature  and  glory  of  Ins  kingdom,  to  be  as  fo  many 
harbingers  to  make  way  for  him,  and  that  their  prophe¬ 
cies  fhould  remain  in  the  church. 

It  was  alio  definable  that  the  church  fhould  have  a 
book  of  divine  Pongs  given  by  infpiration  from  God, 
wherein  there  fhould  be  a  lively  reprefen tation  of  the 
ti  ue  lpmt  of  devotion,  of  faith,  hope,  and  divine  love, 
joy,  resignation,  humility,  obedience,  repentance,  he. 
Again,  that  we  fhould  have  fuch  books  of  moral  inftruc- 
tions  as  thofe  of  Proverbs  and  Ecclefiaftes,  relating  to 
tne  affaus  and  ftate  01  manKind,  and  the  concerns  of 
h  Lillian  life,  containing  rules  of  true  wildom  and  pru¬ 
dence  for  our  conduct  in  all  circumftances  :  likewife  that 
we  fhould  have  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  the  great  love 
between  Chnft  and  his  fpoule,  the  church,  particularly 
adapted  to  the  difpofition  and  holy  affedions  of  a  true 
believer,  as  we  have  in  Solomon’s  Song :  alfo  that  we 
fliould  have  a  book  to  teach  us  how  to  condud  ourfelves 
uiidcr  afflidion,  feeing  the  church  of  God  is  here  in  a 
militant  ftate,  and  his  people  through  much  tribulation 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  therefore  God  has 
given  us  a  book  moft  proper  in  thefe  circumftances,  even 
that  of  Job,  written  upon  occafion  of  the  afEidions  of 
a  paiticular  faint,  and  which  was,  probably,  given  to  the 
church  in  Egypt  under  her  afflidions  there  ;  and  is  made 
ufe  of  by  the  apoftle  to  comfort  Chriftians  under  perfe- 
cutions,  [James  v.  1 1.]  ‘  Ye  have  heard  of  the  patience 
*  &  Jol°’  an<i  have  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord  ;  that  the 
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6  Lord  is  very  pitiful  and  of  tender  mercy.’  God  was 
alfo  pleafed,  in  this  hook  of  Job,  to  give  forne  view  of 
the  ancient  divinity  before  the  giving  ot  the  law. 

Thus,  from  this  brief  review,  I  think  it  appears,  that 
every  part  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament  is  very 
ufetul  and  neceflary,  and  no  part  ot  it  can  be  lpared, 
without  lofs  to  the  church  ;  and  therefore  the  wildorn  ot 
God  is  confpicnous  in  ordering  that  the  fcriptures  ot  the 
Old  Teftament  fhould  conftft  of  thole  very  books  of 
which  they  do  conftft. 

Before  I  difmifs  this  particular,  I  would  add,  that  it  is 
very  obfervable,  that  the  hiftory  ot  the  Old  I  eftament 
is  large  and  particular  where  the  great  affair  ot  redemp¬ 
tion  required  it ;  as  where  there  was  moft  done  towards 
this  work,  and  moft  to  typify  Chrift,  and  to  prepare  the 
way  tor  him.  Thus  it  is  very  large  and  particular  in  the 
hiftory  of  Abraham  and  the  other  patriarchs  ;  but  very 
fhort  in  the  account  of  the  time  which  the  children  of 
Ifrael  fpent  in  Egypt.  So  it  is  large  in  the  account  of 
the  redemption  out  of  Egypt,  and  the  ftrft  fettling  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Jewifn  church  and  nation  in  Mofes  and 
Jolhua?s  time  ;  but  much  thorter  in  the  account  of  the 
times  of  the  judges.  So  again,  it  is  large  and  particu¬ 
lar  in  the  account  of  David  and  Solomon  s  times,  and 
very  fhort  in  the  hiftory  of  the  enfmng  reigns.  1  hus 
the  accounts  are  long  or  fhort,  juft  as  there  is  more  or 
lefs  of  the  affair  of  redemption  to  be  teen  in  them. 

cp  From  what  lias  been  faid,  we  may  lee  that  Clnift 
and  his  redemption  are  the  great  fuojeft  of  the  whole 
Bible.  Concerning  the  New  Teftament  the  matter  is 
plain  ;  and  by  what  has  been  laid  on  this  fubjeft  hi¬ 
therto,  it  appears  to  be  fo  alto  with  reipecl  to  the  Old 
Teftament.  Chrift  and  his  redemption  is  the  great  fub- 
jea  of  the  prophecies,  as  well  as  the  fongs  of  the  Old 
Teftament ;  and  the  moral  rules  and  precepts  are  ail 
given  in  fubordiftation  to  him  ;  and  Chrift  and  his  re¬ 
demption  are  alfo  the  great  fubjeT  ot  the  hiftory  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  from  the  beginning  all  along  ;  and  even 
{he  hiftory  of  the  creation  is  brought  in  as  an  introduc- 
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tion  to  the  hiftory  of  redemption  which  immediately  fol¬ 
lows  it.  The  whole  book,  both  the  Old  Teftament  and 
New,  is  filled  with  the  gofpei ;  only  with  this  differ¬ 
ence,  tliat  the  Old  Teftament  contains  the  gofpei  un¬ 
der  a  vail,  but  the  New  contains  it  unvailed,  fo  that  we 
may  lee  the  glory  of  the  Lord  with  open  face* 

6.  By  what  has  been  laid,  we  may  fee  the  ufefulnefs 
and  excellency  of  the  Old  Teftament*  Some  are  ready 
to  look  on  it  as  being  out  of  date,  and  as  if  we,  in 
thefe  days  of  the  gofpei,  had  but  little  to  do  with  it  ; 
which  is  a  very  great  miftake,  arifing  from  want  of  ob- 
ferving  its  nature  and  defgn,  which,  if  it  were  obferved, 
would  appear  full  of  the  gofpei  of  Chrift,  and  would  in 
an  excellent  manner  illuflrate  and  confirm  the  glorious 
doctrines  and  promiles  of  the  New  Teftament.  Thofe 
parts  of  the  Old  I  eftament  which  are  commonly  looked 
upon  as  containing  the  leaf:  divine  inftruftion,  are,  as  it 
were,  mines  and  treafures  of  gofpei  knowledge  ;  and  the 
reaion  why  they  are  thought  to  contain  fo  little,  is,  be- 
caule  perfons  do  but  fuperficially  read  them.  The  treafures 
which  are  hidden  underneath  are  not  obferved.  They 
only  look  on  the  top  of  the  ground*  and  fo  fuddenly 
pais  a  judgement  that  there  is  nothing  there  ;  but  they 
never  dig  into  the  mine  ;  if  they  did,  they  would  find  it 
richly  irored  with  filver  and  gold,  and  would  be  abun¬ 
dantly  requited  for  their  pains. 

What  has  been  faid,  may  (how  us  what  a  precious 
treafure  God  has  committed  into  our  hands,  in  that  he 
nas  given  us  the  Bible.  How  little  do  moft  perfons  con- 
fider  how  much  they  enjoy,  in  that  they  have  the  poffef- 
fion  of  that  holy  book,  and  may  Converfe  with  it  as 
they  plcale.  What  an  excellent  book  is  this,  and  how 
fai  exceeding  all  human  writings,  wherein  God  reveals  to 
us,  and  gives  us  a  view  of  the  grand  defign  and  glorious 
fcheme  of  Providence  from  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
eitner  in  hiftory  or  prophecy  !  that  reveals  the  great 
Redeemer  and  his  glorious  redemption,  and  the  various 
fteps  by  which  God  accomplifhes  it  from  the  firft  foun¬ 
dation  to  the  top  ft  one  !  Shall  we  prize  an  hiftory  which 
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gives  us  a  clear  account  of  fonie  great  earthly  prince,  or 
mighty  warrior,  as  of  Alexander  the  Great,  or  Julius  Ca> 
far,  or  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ?  and  fhall  we  not 
prize  the  hiilory  that  God  gives  us  of  the  glorious  king¬ 
dom  of  his  Son  Jeius  Chrift,  the  Prince  and  Saviour  ; 
and  of  the  wars  and  other  great  tranfaclions  of  that  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  armies,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle  ? 
the  hiilory  of  the  things  which  he  has  wrought  for  the 
redemption  of  his  chofen  people  ? 

7.  What  has  been  faid,  may  make  us  fenfible  how 
much  moil  perfons  are  to  blame  for  their  inattentive  way 
of  reading  the  fcriptures.  How  much  do  the  fcriptures 
contain,  it  it  were  but  obferved  ?  The  Bible  is  the  mod: 
comprehenfive  book  in  the  world.  But  what  will  all  this 
iignify  to  us,  if  we  read  it  without  obferving  what  is  the 
drift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  it?  The  pfalmift  [Pfal.  cxix. 
18.]  begs  of  God,  4  That  he  would  enlighten  his  eyes, 
4  that  he  might  behold  wondrous  things  out  of  his  law/ 
The  fcriptures  are  full  of  wondrous  things.  Thole  hif- 
tories  which  are  commonly  read  as  if  they  were  only 
hiilories  of  the  private  concerns  of  fuch  and  fuch  parti¬ 
cular  perfons,  fuch  as  the  hiilories  of  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  Jofeph  ;  alfo  the  hiilory  of  Ruth  ;  and 
the  hiilories  of  particular  lawgivers  and  princes,  as  the 
hiilory  of  Jofhua  and  the  Judges,  and  David  and  the  1  f- 
raelitifh  princes  ;  are  accounts  of  much  greater  things, 
things  of  far  more  importance  and  exteniive  concern¬ 
ment,  than  thofe  that  read  them  are  commonly  aware  of. 

The  hiilories  of  fcripture  are  commonly  read  as  if  they 
were  ilories  written  only  to  entertain  men’s  fancies  and 
to  anrafe  their  lei i lire  hours,  when  the  infinitely  great 
things  contained  or  pointed  at  in  them  are  pailed  over, 
and  never  taken  notice  of.  Whatever  treafures  the  fcrip¬ 
tures  contain,  we  fhall  be  never  the  better  for  them,  it 
we  do  not  obferve  them.  He  that  has  a  Bible,  and  does 
not.  obferve  what  is  contained  in  it,  is  like  a  man  who 
has  a  box  full  of  filver  and  gold,  and  does  not  know 
if,  does  not  obferve  that  rt  is  any  thing  more  than  a  vel - 
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fel  filled  with  common  Hones,  As  long  as  it  is  thus 
with  him,  he  will  be  never  the  better  for  his  treafure  ; 
for  he  that  knows  not  that  lie  has  a  treafure,  will  never 
make  ufe  ot  what  he  has,  and  fo  might  as  well  be  with¬ 
out  it.  He  who  has  a  plenty  of  the  choiceft  food  11  o  red 
up  in  his  houfe,  and  does  not  know  it,  will  never  tafte 
what  he  has,  and  will  be  as  likely  to  ftarve,  as  if  his 
houfe  were  empty, 

8.  What  has  been  faid,  may  fliow  us  how  great  a 
perfon  Jelus  Chrift  is,  and  how  great  an  errand  he  came 
into  the  world  upon,  feeing  there  was  fo  much  done  to 
prepare  the  way  for  his  coming,  God  had  been  doing 
nothing  elfe  but  preparing  the  way  for  his  coming, 
through  all  ages,  from  the  beginning.  If  we  had  notice 
of  a  certain  Granger’s  being  about  to  come  into  a  coun¬ 
try,  and  ihould  obferve  that  a  great  preparation  was 
made  tor  his  coming,  that  many  months  were  taken  up 
in  it,  and  great  things  done  ;  and  that  many  great  alte¬ 
rations  were  made  in  the  flate  of  the  whole  country, 
and  that  many  hands  were  employed,  and  perfons  of 
great  note  were  engaged  in  making  preparation  for  the 
coming  of  this  perfon,  and  the  whole  country  was  over¬ 
turned,  and  ail  the  affairs  and  concerns  of  the  country 
-  were  ordered  lo  as  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  defign  o f  en¬ 
tertaining  that  perfon  when  he  Ihould  come  ;  it  would 
b~  natuial  for  us  to  think  with  ourfelves,  ■why,  feirely , 
this  is  fome  extraordinary  perfon  indeed,  and  it  is  fomc 
very  great  bufinefs  that  he  is  coming  upon  ] 

How  great  a  perfon  then  mult  he  be,  for  whofe  coming 
into  the  world  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
governor  of  all  things,  fpent  four  thoufand  years  in  pre¬ 
paring  the  way, — bringing  mighty  events  to  pafs,  accom- 
plifhmg  wonders  without  number,  often  overturning  the 
world  in  order  to  it,  and  cauling  all  the  revolutions  and 
changes  in  the  habitable  world  from  generation  to  gene¬ 
ration  to  be  fubfervient  to  this  great  defign  ?  Surely  this 
mull:  be  fome  very  great  and  extraordinary  perfon,  and 

a  great  work  indeed  it  mull  needs  be  that  lie  is  confine 
about  1  b 

We 
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We  read,  [Matth.  xxi.  8 — io.]  that  when  Chrift  way 
coming  into  Jerufalem,  and  the  multitudes  ran  before 
him,  and  cut  down  branches  of  palm-trees,  and  ftrewed 
them  in  the  way,  and  others  l'pread  their  garments  in  the 
way,  and  cried,  4  Hofanna  to  the  fon  of  David,’  that  the 
whole  city  was  moved,  faying,  Who  is  this  r  They  won¬ 
dered  who  that  extraordinary  perfon  fhould  be,  that  there 
fhould  be  fuch  an  ado  made  on  occalion  of  his  coming 
into  the  city,  and  to  prepare  the  way  before  him.  But 
if  we  conlider  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubje£t,  what 
great  things  were  done  in  all  ages  to  prepare  the  way  for 
Chrift’s  advent,  and  how  the  world  was  often  overturned 
to  make  way  for  it,  much  more  may  we  cry  out,  Who  is 
this  ?  What  great  perfon  is  this  ?  And  fay,  [as  in  Pfalm 
xxiv.  8,  io.]  4  Who  is  the  King  of  glory,’  that  God 
fhould  ihow  fuch  refpeft,  and  put  fuch  vafl  honour  upon 
him  ?  Surely  this  perfon  is  honourable  indeed  in  God’s 
eyes,  and  greatly  beloved  of  him  ;  and  furely  it  is  a  great 
errand  upon  which  he  is  fent  into  the  world  ! 
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PERIOD  II. 

from  Christ’s  incarnation  to  his  resurrection. 

H  AVING  fhown  how  the  work  of  redemption  was 
carried  on  through  the  firft  period,  from  the  tali  ot  man 
to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  I  come  now  to  the  fe- 
cond,  viz.  the  time  of  Chrifl’s  humiliation,  or  the  fpace 
from  his  incarnation  to  his  refurreflion.  And  this  is  the 
moil  remarkable  period  that  ever  was  or  ever  will  be. 
Though  it  was  but  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  yet 
more  was  done  in  it  than  had  been  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  to  that  time.  We  have  obferved,  that  all  events 
from  the  fall  to  the  incarnation  were  only  preparatory  for 
what  was  now  done.  And  it  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that 
what  was  done  before  the  commencement  of  time,  in  the 
eternal  counfels  of  God,  and  between  the  perfons  of  the 
Trinity,  chiefly  refpefled  this  period.  We  therefore  now 
proceed  to  coniider  the  fecond  proportion,  viz. 

That  the  time  from  Christ’s  incarnation  to 

HIS  RESURRECTION  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  PROCURING 
AND  PURCHASING  REDEMPTION, 

Though  there  were  many  things  done  preparatory  to 
our  redemption  from  the  fall  of  man  to  this  time,  and 
millions  of  facrifices  had  been  offered  up  ;  yet  none  of 
them  could  purchafe  our  redemption.  But  as  foon  as 
Chrifl  was  incarnate,  the  purchafe  immediately  began  ; 
and  the  whole  time  of  Chrifl’s  humiliation,  from  his  be¬ 
coming  incarnate,  till  the  morning  that  he  arofe  from  the 
dead,  was  taken  up  in  this  purchafe,  and  then  it  was  com¬ 
pletely  finifhed.  As  nothing  was  done  before  Chrifl’s  in¬ 
carnation,  fo  nothing  was  done  after  his  refurredtion,  to 
pujxhafc  redemption  for  $nen?  Nor  will  there  ever  be 

any 
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any  thing  more  done  to  all  eternity  :  hut  that  very  mo- 
meat  that  the  human  nature  of  Chrift  ceafed  to  remain 
under  the  power  of  death,  the  utmoft  farthing  of  the 
price  of  the  falvation  was  paid  for  every  one  of  the  cleft, 


1>vt  foi  tne  more  orderly  and  regular  confideration  of 
the  gieat  things  Gone  by  our  Redeemer  to  purchafe  re¬ 
demption  for  us, 

1.  I  would  fpeak  of  Chrift  becoming  incarnate  to  ca¬ 
pacitate  himfelf  for  this  purchafe  •—  and,  ' 

2.  Of  the  purchafe  itfelf. 


§  I.  Of  Christ's  Incarnation. 


fIRSI,  i  would  coniider  Chrift’s  taking  upon  him 
our  nature  to  put  himfelf  in  a  capacity  to  purchafe  re¬ 
demption  tor  us. —  I  his  was  absolutely  neceffary,  for 
though  Chrift,  as  God,  was  infinitely  fufheient  for  the 
work,  yet  to  his  being  in  an  immediate  capacity  for  it, 
it  was  needful  that  he  Ihould  not  only  be  God  but  man. 
If  Chrift  had  remained  only  in  the  divine  nature,  he 


could  not  have  purchafed  our  falvation  ;  not  from  any 
imperfeftion  of  the  divine  nature,  but  by  reafon  of  its 
ahfolute  and  infinite  perfeftion  :  for  Chrift,  merely  as 
God,  was  not  capable  either  of  obedience  or  buffering. 
And  it  was  neceffary  not  only  that  Chrift  ftiould  take 
upon  him  a  created  nature,  but  that  he  Ihould  take  upon 
him  our  nature.  It  would  not  have  fufficed  for  him  to 
have  become  an  angel,  and  to  have  obeyed  and  buffered 
in  the  angelic  nature.  But  it  was  neceffary  that  he  Ihould 
become  a  man,  and  that  upon  three  accounts. 

( i.)  It  was  needful  to  anfvver  the  law,  that  that  nature 
ftiould  obey,  to  which  the  law  was  given.  Man’s  law 
could  not  be  anfwered,  but  by  being  obeyed  by  man. 
God’s  juftice  iniifted  upon  it,  that  the  law  which  he  had 
given  to  man  ftiould  be  honoured  and  fubmitted  to,  and 
fulfilled  by  the  human  nature,  otherwife  the  law  could 
not  be  anfwered  for  men.  The  words,  Thou  foalt,  or 

Thou 


% 


OF  CHRIST’S  INCARNATION*  313 

7'lrou  fhalt  n§t  do  thus  or, thus,  were  fpoken  to  mankind, 
and  therefore  the  human  nature  mull  fulfil  them. 

(2.)  It  was  needful  to  anfwer  the  law  that  the  nature 
that  linned  ihould  die.  Thefe  words,  4  Thou  fhalt  furely 
‘die,’  refpecl  the  human  natftre  :  the  fame  nature  to 
which  the  command  was  given,  was  the  nature  to  which 
the  threatening  was  directed. 

(3.)  God  law  meet,  that  the  fame  world  which  was 
the  ftage  ot  man’s  fall  and  ruin,  Ihould  alio  be  the  ftage 
of  his  redemption.  We  read  often  of  his  coming  into 
the  world  to  lave  fmners,  and  of  God’s  fending  him  into 
the  world  for  this  purpofe.  It  was  needful  that  he 
fhouid  come  into  this  finful,  miferable  world*  to  reflore 
and  fave  it,  and  that  he  fhouid  tabernacle  with  us  t  [John 
i.  14.]  ‘  I  he  Word  Was  made  fiefh,  and  dwelt  among  us.9 

Concerning  the  Incarnation  of  Chrift,  I  would 
ohierve  the  following*  thing’s: 

o  o 

I  he  incarnation  itfelf ;  in  which  efpecially  two  things 
are  to  be  confide  red,  viz. 

( 1.)  His  conception,  which  was  in  the  womb  of  Mary, 
whereby  he  became  truly  the  foil  of  man,  as  he  was  of- 
ten  called.  He  was  one  of  the  poflerity  of  Adam,  a 
child  of  Abraham,  and  a  fon  of  David  according  to  God’s 
promife.  But  his  conception  was  not  in  the  way  of  or¬ 
dinary  generation  but  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghofh 
Chriil:  was  formed  in  the  womb  of  the  Virgin,  of  the 
fubftance  of  her  body,  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
So  that  he  was  the  immediate  fon  of  the  woman,  but 
not  the  immediate  Ion  of  any  male  whatfoever  ;  and  fo 
was  the  feed  of  the  woman,  and  the  fon  of  a  virgin,  (z) 


(z)  Cbrljl  born  of  a  virgin.]  Some  learned  men  have 
cited  a  tradition  from  the  Talmud ,  that  feems  very  remarkably  to 
allude  to  this,  viz.  ‘  That  when  Meiliah  fhouid  come,  no  man 
4  fhouid  know  whence  he  was,  and  that  his  birth  fhouid  be  like 
4  die  dew  of  the  Lord,  as  drops  upon  the  grafs,  expeftino-  not 
4  the  labour  of  man.’  [St  ackhouse’s  Hill,  of  the  Bible,  Book 
\  iii.  chap.  r.  and  compare  John  vii.  27.  c  When  Chrift  cometh  no 
man  knoweth  whence  he  is  B  alfo  Note  o,  page  231,  above.] 

s  S  x  (2.)  His 
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(2.)  His  birth. — T  hough  the  conception  of  Chrift  was 
fupernatural,  yet  after  he  was  conceived,  his  human 
nature  was  gradually  perfected  in  the  womb  as  others  are, 
and  his  birth  was  in  the  natural  way  of  nature.  But  his 
conception  being  fupernatural,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  he  was  both  conceived  and  born  without  fin. 

2.  I  he  lecond  thing  I  would  obierve  concerning  the 
incarnation  of  Chrift,  is  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  in  which 
it  was  accomplifhed.  It  was  after  things  had  been  pre¬ 
paring  for  it  from  the  fall,  and  when  all  things  were  ready. 
It  came  to  pals  at  a  time,  which  in  infinite  wufdom  wras 
the  rnoft  fit  and  proper  :  [Gal.  iv.  4.]  4  When  the  fulnefs 
‘  of  time  was  come,  God  fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a 
‘  woman,  made  under  the  law.* 

It  was  now  the  rnoft  proper  time  on  every  account. 
Any  time  before  the  flood  would  not  have  been  fo  fit  a 
time.  For  then  the  mifehief  and  ruin  that  the  fall 
brought  on  mankind,  was  not  fo  fully  feen.  The  curfe 
did  not  fo  fully  come  on  the  earth  before  the  flood,  as 
it  did  afterwards  :  for  though  the  ground  was  curbed  in  a 
great  meafure  before,  yet  it  pleafed  God  that  the  curfe 
Ihould  once,  before  the  reftoration  of  Chrift,  be  executed 
in  an  univerfal  deftru&ion,  as  it  were,  of  the  very  form 
of  the  earth  ;  that  the  dire  effe&s  of  the  fall  might  once 
in  fuch  a  way  be  feen  before  the  recovery  by  Chrift. 
Though  mankind  were  mortal  before  the  ftood,  yet  their 
lives  were  continued  the  greater  part  of  a  thoufand  years  ; 
a  kind  of  immortality  in  comparifon  with  what  the  life 
of  man  is  now.  It  pleafed  God,  that  the  curfe,  6  Dull 
6  thou  art  and  to  dull  thou  (halt  return/  Ihould  have  its 
full  accomplifhment,  before  the  Redeemer  came  to  pur- 
chafe  a  never-ending  life  for  man. 

it  would  not  have  been  fo  fit  a  time  for  Chrift  to  come, 
after  the  flood,  before  Mofes's  time  :  for  till  then  man¬ 
kind  wfere  not  fo  univerfally  apoftatized  from  the  true 
God  ;  they  were  not  fallen  univerfally  into  heathenifh 

J 

darknefs  ;  and  fo  the  need  of  Chrift,  the  light  of  the 
world,  was  not  fo  evident  :  and  the  woful  confequence 
of  the  fall  with  refpedt  to  mar/s  mortality,  was  not  fo 

fully 
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fallv  mani fell  till  then  ;  for  man’s  life  was  not  fo  fliort- 

J  7 

ened  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  prefent  ftandard  till  about 
Mofes’s  time. 

It  was  moft  fit  that  the  time  of  the  Mefhalfs  coming 
fhouid  not  be  till  many  ages  after  Mofes’s  time  ;  till  all 
nations,  but  the  children  of  Ifrael,  had  lain  long  in 
heathenifh  darknefs  ;  that  the  rernedileffnefs  of  their 
difeafe  might  by  long  experience  be  feen,  and  fo  the 
ablolute  neceffity  of  the  heavenly  Phyfician,  before  lie 
came. 

Another  reafon  why  Chrifl  did  not  come  foon  after 
the  flood  probably  was,  that  the  earth  might  be  full  of 
people,  that  Chrifl;  might  have  the  more  extenflve  king¬ 
dom,  and  that  the  effects  of  his  light,  and  power,  and 
grace,  might  be  glorified,  and  that  his  victory  over  Sa¬ 
tan  might  be  attended  with  the  greater  multitude  of  con- 
cjuefis.  It  was  alfo  needful  that  the  coming  of  Chrifl 
fhouid  be  many  ages  after  Mofes,  that  the  church  might 
be  prepared,  by  the  Meffiah’s  being  many  ways  prefigured 
and  foretold,  and  by  his  being  long  expelled.  It  was  not 
proper  that  Chrifl  fhouid  come  before  the  Babylonifh 
captivity,  becaufe  Satan’s  kingdom  was  not  then  come  to 
the  height.  The  heathen  world  before  that  confifled  of 
leiTer  kingdoms.  But  God  faw  meet  that  the  Mefliah 
fhouid  come  in  the  time  of  one  of  the  four  great  mo¬ 
narchies  of  the  world.  Nor  was  it  proper  that  he  fhouid 
come  in  the  time  of  the  Babylonifh  monarchy  ;  for  it 
was  God  s  will,  that  feveral  general  monarchies  fhouid 
follow  one  another,  and  that  the  coming  of  the  Mef- 
fiah  fhouid  be  in  the  time  of  the  laft,  which  appeared 
above  them  all.  I  he  Perfian  monarchy,  by  overcom¬ 
ing  the  Babylonian,  appeared  above  it;  and  fo  the 
Grecian,  by  overcoming  the  Perfian,  appeared  above  that; 
and  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  Roman  above  the  Grecian. 
Now  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  his  Sou  fhouid  make 
his  appearance  in  the  world  in  the  time  of  this  greateft 
and  flrongeil  monarchy,  which  was  Satan’s  vifible  king¬ 
dom  in  the  world  ;  that  by  overcoming  this,  he  might 
vifibly  overcome  Satan’s  kingdom  in  its  greateft  flreneth 
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and  gloiy,  and  io  obtain  the  more  complete  triumph  over 
Satan  himfelf. 

It  was  not  proper  that;  Chrift  fliould  come  before  tire 
Babylon  1  111  captivity.  for,  before  that,  we  have  no  hif- 
‘-ones  of  the  ilate  of  the  heathen  world,  to  give  ns  fo  full 
proof  of  the  need  of  a  Saviour.  And  befides,  before  that 
learning  did  not  much  flourifh,  and  fo  there  had  not 
been  opportunity  to  fliow  the  infufficiency  of  human 
learning  and  wildom  to  reform  and  fave  mankind.  Again, 
before  that,  the  Jews  were  not  diiperfed  over  the  world, 
as  they  were  afterwards  ;  and  fo  things  were  not  prepared 
in  this  refpeft  for  the  coming  of  Chrift.  The  neceffity  of 
abolifhing  the  Jewifh  difpenfation,  was  not  then  fo  ap¬ 
parent  as  it  was  afterwards  made,  bv  the  difperfion  of 
the  Jews  ;  neither  was  the  way  prepared  for  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  the  gofpel,  as  it  was  afterwards,  by  the  lame  dif¬ 
perfion.  Many  other  things  might  be  mentioned,  by 
which  it  would  appear,  that  no  other  time  before  that 
very  time  in  which  Chrift  did  come,  would  have  been 
proper  for  his  appearing  in  the  world  to  purchafe  the 
redemption  of  men.  (a) 

3.  The  next  thing  that  I  would  ohferve,  is  the  great- 
nefs  of  this  event.  Chrift’s  incarnation  was  more  won¬ 
derful  than  any  thing  that  had  ever  come  to  pafs  ;  and 
there  has  been  but  one  greater  event  that  has  ever  come 
to  pafs  iince,  and  that  was  his  death.  The  creation  of 
the  world  was  a  very  great  thing,  but  not  fo  great  as  the 
incarnation  of  Chrift.  It  was  a  great  thing  for  God  to 
make  the  creature,  but  not  fo  much  as  for  the  Creator 
himfelf  to  become  one.  We  have  fpoken  of  many  great 
things  that  were  accomplifhed  from  one  age  to  another, 

(a)  Other  reafons  for  Chrift' s  appearance  at  this  time.]  One 
of  thefe  we  fliall  add  from  a  late  ingenious  author — u  Had  Chrift 
appeared  while  the  Jews  were  a  free,  independent  nation,  with 
the  power  of  life  and  death  invefted  in  them,  they  would,  doubt- 
lefs,  have  taken  him  off  at  the  firft  difeovery  of  his  public  cha¬ 
racter,  and  by  that  means  have  prevented  the  propagation  of  his 
doCfrine,  without  fome  miraculous  interpofttion.”  [Dr,  Ward's 
Diflertationa,  No.  XV.] 

in 
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in  the  ages  between  the  fall  of  man  and  the  incarnation 
of  Chrift  :  but  this  was  a  much  greater  event  than  any  of 
them.  Then  was  the  greateil  perfon  born  that  ever  was 
or  ever  will  be. 

4.  Next  obferve  the  remarkable  circumftances  of  it ; 
fuch  as  his  being  born  of  a  virgin,  pious  and  holy  indeed, 
but  poor,  as  appeared  by  her  offering  at  her  purification  : 
[Luke  ii.  24  ]  6  And  to  offer  a  lacrifice  according  to  that 
4  which  is  laid  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  A  pair  of  turtle 
4  doves,  or  two  young  pigeons.’  Which  refers  to  Lev. 
v.  7.  4  And  if  Ihe  be  not  able  to  bring  a  lamb,  then  fhe 
4  fhall  bring  two  turtles,  or  two  young  pigeons.’  And 
this  poor  virgin  was  efpoufed  to  an  hufband  who  was  a 
poor  man.  Though  they  were  both  of  the  royal  family  of 
David,  the  moll  honourable  family,  and  Jofeph  was  the 
rightful  heir  to  the  crown  ;  yet  the  family  was  reduced  to 
a  very  low  Hate  ;  which  is  reprefented  by  the  tabernacle 
of  D  avid  being  fallen  or  broken  down,  [Amos  ix.  11.J 
4  In  that  day  will  I  raife  up  the  tabernacle  of  David  that 
4  is  fallen,  and  clofe  up  the  breaches  thereof,  and  I  will 
4  raife  up  his  rums,  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the  days  of 
4  old.’ 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem  as  was  fore¬ 
told  :  (b)  and  there  was  a  very  remarkable  providence  of 

God 

(e)  Chrift  to  he  horn  in  Bethlehem.]  This  was  predicted  by 
the  Prophet  Micah,  [chap.  v.  2.]  and  his  words  are  quoted  with 
home  variation  by  the  Evangelid  Matthew,  [chap.  ii.  3 — 6.]  “  In 
St.  Matthew  it  is  faid,  4  Thou,  Bethlehem  in  the  land  of  Judah, 

1  art  not  the  lead: ;  ’  whereas  in  the  Hebrew  it  is,  4  though  that* 
art  the  lead :  ’  the  fenfe  in  both  is  clear  and  confident,  for  this 
city,  though  far  from  being  the  mod  condderable  in  extent  of  all 
thofe  belonging  to  the  princes  of  Judah,  is  neverthelefs,  on  account 
of  the  governor  or  ruler  that  was  to  come  out  of  it,  not  the  lead 
among  the  thoufands  of  Judah.  The  learned  Pococke  on  this 
this  paffage  has  fhewn,  that  the  original  word  may  fignify  either 
great  or  little,  I:  it  is  read  as  in  the  tranflation  from  the  Syriac, 
in  the  Englifh  Polyglot,  with  an  interrogation,  it  will  have  the 
force  of  a  negative,  and  then  may  well  be  rendered,  as  in  the 
Arabic  and  Perfic  verfions,  and  in  the  gofpel  by  St.  Matthew  ; 

but  if  without  any  interrogation,  it  will  be  as  it  is  in  the  other 
verfions, 
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God  to  bring  about  the  fulfilment  of  tins  prophecy,  the 
taking  of  all  the  world  by  Auguftus  Caefar,  [Luke  ii,  i.J 
tie  was  born  in  a  very  low  condition,  even  in  a  liable, 
and  laid  in  a  manger,  (c) 

5.  I  would  obferve  the  concomitants  of  this  great 
event, — And,  x 

(1.)  Firft  the  return  of  the  Spirit;  which  indeed 
began  a  little  before  the  incarnation  of  Chrifl  ;  but  yet 

“  Who  this  ruler,  or  prince,  or  Icing  is,  that  fliould  come  from 
Bethlehem,  is  determined  by  the  defeription  that  immediately 
follows,  c  whole  goings  forth  have  been  frolii  of  old,  from  ever- 
4  lafting.* 

44  it  is  he  who  fo  often  went  forth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
who  converfed  with  Abraham  and  Mofes,  who  was  before  the 
foundation  of  the  earth  was  laid,  and  who  at  laft  was  made  mani- 
fell  in  the  flefh,  and  came  forth  from  Bethlehem,  the  King:  of  the 
Jews.”  [Dr.  Sharp’s  Argument  from  the  Prophecies  in  Defence 
of  Chriftianity,  p.  153 — 155.] 

(c)  This  prophecy  wonder f u  l l  y  fulfilled. ]  u  The  Emperor 
of  Rome  iflues  a  royal  edit!,  that  all  his  large  dominion  fliail  be 
taxed.  He  meant  to  fill  his  coffers  with  money ;  but  a  greater 
Sovereign  than  he  intended  the  fulfilling  of  his  promifes.  While 
every  man  repairs  to  his  city  to  be  taxed,  in  obedience  to  the  im¬ 
perial  mandate,  Jofephhis  father,  as  was  fuppofed,  repairs  among 
the  reft  to  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  his  family,  being  of  the  houfe 
and  lineage  of  David.  And  now  he  is  arrived  with  Mary,  his 
efpoufed  wife  ;  who  being  near  the  time  of  her  delivery,  had  been 
directed  by  Providence,  or  fpecial  inftineft,  to  accompany  her  huf- 
band  on  this  occalion.  No  coftly  palace  receives  our  weary  tra¬ 
vellers.  A  common  inn  is  the  place  of  his  nativity  :  perhaps  a 
filent  intimation,  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  a  common  laviour. 
Nor  even  in  the  inn  could  a  commodious  apartment  be  fpared  to 
the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth.  Ye  men  of  Bethlehem,  what  a 
gueft  did  you  exclude  !  The  coarfe  accommodation  of  a  manger 
was  all  his  mother  could  obtain  for  her  tender  infant.  Lo  !  there 
he  lies  wrapt  in  Twaddling  cloaths,  whom  the  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  .  .  .  for  this  is  he — believe  it,  ye  children  of  men — ■ 
whofe  name  is  Immanuel,  which  by  interpretation  is,  God  with 
us  !  This  is  he,  who  from  all  everlafting  was  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Father’s  glory,  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,  who  rejoiced  al¬ 
ways  before  him,  and  was  daily  his  delight !  ....  O  ye  beautiful 
feenes  of  the  creation,  thou  glorious  fun,  thou  filver  moon,  and 
all  ye  glittering  ftars,  in  you  the  invifible  things  of  God  are  clear¬ 
ly  feen  ;  blit  now  you  are  eclipfed  by  the  more  excellent  glory, 
God  manifefted  in  the  flefh  !”  [MWwen’s  E flays,  Vol.  ii.  page 
7—10.] 
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was  given  on  occahon  of  that,  as  it  was  to  reveal  either  his 
birth,  or  that  of  his  forerunner  John  the  Baptill.  I  have 
before  obferved  how  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ceafed  not  long 
after  the  book  of  Malachi  was  written.  From  about  the 
fame  time  vilions  and  immediate  revelations  ceafed  alfo  : 
But  now,  on  this  occahon,  they  are  granted  anew,  and 
the  Spirit  in  thefe  operations  returns  again.  The  firft 
inftance  of  its  reftoration  that  we  have  an  account  of  is 
in  the  vihon  of  Zacharias,  the  father  of  John  the  Baptiil, 
[Luke  i.]  The  next  is  in  the  vihon  which  the  virgin 
Mary  had.  The  third  in  the  vihon  of  Jofeph,  [Matt,  i.j 
In  the  next  place,  the  Spirit  was  given  to  Elizabeth, 
[Luke  i.  4 1. J  Next,  to  Mary,  as  appears  by  her  long, 
[Luke  i.  46,  &c.]  Then  to  Zacharias  again,  [ver.  64.] 
alfo  to  Simeon,  [Luke  ii.  25.]  to  Anna,  [ver.  36.]  Af¬ 
terwards  to  the  wife  men  in  the  eall.  Then  to  Jofeph 
again,  dire  filing  him  to  flee  into  Egypt,  and  after  that  di¬ 


recting  his  return. 

(2.)  I  would  next  obferve  the  great  notice  that  was 
taken  of  the  incarnation  both  in  heaven,  and  on  earth. 


Low  it  was  noticed  by  the  glorious  inhabitants  of  the 
heavenly  world,  appears  by  their  joyful  fongs  on  this  oc¬ 
cahon,  heard  by  the  fhepherds  in  the  night.  This  was 
the  greateft  event  of  Providence  that  ever  the  angels  had 
beheld.  We  read  of  their  hinging  praifes  when  they  law 
the  formation  of  the  lower  world:  [Job  xxxviii.  jfj 
‘  When  the  moming-ftars  fang  together,  and  all  the  fons 
4  of  God  fhouted  for  joy.’  So  now  they  fang  praifes  on 
this  much  greater  occahon,  of  the  birth  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  is  the  creator  of  the  world. 


The  glorious  angels  had  all  along  expe&ed  this  event: 
they  had  taken  great  notice  of  the  prophecies  and  prorni- 
fes  of  thefe  things  all  along  :  for  we  are  told,  that  the 
angels  dehre  to  look  into  the  affairs  of  redemption,  [1 
Pet.  i.  12.]  They  had  all  along  been  the  minifters  of 
Chrift  in  this  affair  of  redemption,  in  all  the  fevcral  Heps 
of  it  down  from  the  very  fall  of  man.  So  we  read,  that 
they  were  employed  in  God’s  dealings  with  his  ancient- 
people  from  time  to  time.  And  doubtlefs  they  had  lone- 

joyfully 
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joyfully  expeded  the  coming  of  Chrift  ;  but  now  they 
lee  it  accomplilhed,  and  therefore  greatly  rejoice,  on  this 
cc call  on. 

Notice  was  taken  of  it  by  home  among  the  Jews; 
as  particularly  by  Elizabeth  and  the  Virgin  Mary  before 
the  birth  of  Chrift  ;  not  to  fay  by  John  the  Baptift  be¬ 
fore  he  was  born,  when  he  leaped  in  his  mother’s  womb 
as  it  were  for  joy,  at  the  voice  of  the  falutation  of  Mary. 
But  Elizabeth  and  Mary  do  moll  joyfully  praile  God  to- 
gethei,  when  they  meet,  with  Chrift  and  his  forerunner 
in  their  wombs,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  fouls.  And 
afterwards  what  joyful  notice  is  taken  of  this  event  by 
the  fhepherds  and  by  thofe  holy  perfons  Zacharias,  Sime¬ 
on,  and  Anna  !  Flow  do  they  praife  God  on  this  occa- 
fon  !  —  Thus  the  church  in  heaven,  and  on  earth,  unite 
in  their  joy  and  praife. 

Great  part  of  the  univerfe  takes  joyful  notice  of  the 
incarnation  of  Clirifl  :  heaven  takes  notice  of  it,  and  the 
inhabitants  ling  for  joy.  This  lower  world,  the  world  of 
mankind,  does  always  take  notice  of  it,  even  Gentiles  as 
well  as  Jews  ;  for  it  plealed  God  to  put  honour  on  his 
Son,  by  wonderfully  ftirring  up  fome  of  the  wifeft  of  the 
Gentiles  to  come  a  long  journey  to  fee  and  worfhip  the 
Son  of  God  at  his  birth,  being  led  by  a  miraculous  ftar, 
fignifying  the  birth  of  that  glorious  perfon,  who  is  the 
bright  and  morning  ftar,  going  before,  and  leading  them 
to  the  very  place  where  the  young  child  was.  Some  think 
they  were  inftrucled  by  the  prophecy  of  Balaam,  who 
dwelt  in  the  eaftern  parts,  and  foretold  Chrift’s  coining  as 
a  ftar  that  Ihould  rife  out  of  Jacob  :  or  they  might  be 
excited  by  that  general  expectation  there  was  of  the  Mef- 
liah’s  coming  about  that  time,  before  fpoken  of,  from 
the  notice  they  had  of  it  by  the  prophecies  the  Jews  had 
With  them  in  their  difperfions  in  all  parts  of  the  wrorld.f 

(3.)  The  next  concomitant  of  the  birth  of  Chrift  was 
his  circumciftom — But  this  may  more  properly  be  fpoken 
of  under  another  head. 

*  See  Note  b,  page  266. 

(4.)  Ano- 
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(4.)  Another  concomitant  circumftance  was  his  com¬ 
ing  into  the  ieconct  temple,  being  firft  brought  thither 
when  an  infant,  on  occafion  of  the  purification  of  the 
bleffed  Virgin.  We  read,  [Hagg.  ii.  7.]  ‘  The  defire  of 
4  all  nations  ihaii  come,  and  l  will  fill  this  houfe  (or 
4  temple)  with  glory.’  And  in  [Mai.  iii.  1.]  ‘  The 
■  Lord,  whom  ye  feek,  fhall  fuddeniy  come  to  his  temple, 

4  even  the  meffenger  of  the  covenant.’  And  now  was 
the  firft  inftance  of  the  fulfilment  of  thefe  prophecies. 

(5.)  The  iaft  thing  I  fliall  here  mention  is  the  fceptre’s 
departing  from  Judah,  in  the  death  of  Herod  the  Great. 
The  fceptre  had  never  totally  departed  from  Judah  till 
now.  Judah’s  fceptre  was  greatly  diminifhed  in  the 
revolt  of  the  ten  tribes  in  Jeroboam’s  time  ;  and  the  fcep¬ 
tre  departed  from  Ifrael  or  Ephraim,  at  the  time  of  the 
captivity  of  the  ten  tribes  by  Shalmanefer.  But  yet  the 
fceptre  remained  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  under  the  kings 
of  the  houfe  of  David.  And  when  the  tribes  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin  were  carried  captive  by  Nebuchadnezzar, 
the  fceptre  of  Judah  ceafed  for  a  little  while,  till  the  re¬ 
turn  from  the  captivity  under  Cyrus,  and  then,  though 
they  were  not  an  independent  government,  as  they  had 
been  before,  but  owed  fealty  to  the  kings  of  Perfia  ; 
yet  their  governor  was  of  themfelves,  who  had  the  power 
of  life  and  death,  and  they  were  governed  by  their  own 
laws ;  and  fo  Judah  had  4  a  lawgiver  from  between  his  feet9 
during  the  Perfian  and  Grecian  monarchies.  Towards 
the  latter  parts  of  the  Grecian  monarchy,  the  people  were 
governed  by  kings  of  their  own,  of  the  race  of  the  Mac¬ 
cabees,  for  the  greater  part  of  an  hundred  years.  After 
that  they  were  fubdued  by  the  Romans.  But  the  Ro¬ 
mans  fullered  them  to  be  governed  by  their  own  laws, 
and  to  have  a  king  of  their  own,  Herod  the  Great,  who 
reigned  about  forty  years,  and  governed  with  kingly  au¬ 
thority,  only  paying  homage  to  the  Romans.  But  pre¬ 
fen  tly  after  Chrift  was  born  he  died,  [as  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count,  Matt.  ii.  19.]  and  Archelaus  fucceeded  him  ;  but 
was  foon  put  down  by  the  Roman  empire  ;  and  then  the 
fceptre  fully  departed  from  Judah.  There  were  no 

T  *  more 


322 


H  1  ST  OR  Y  OF  REDEM  P  T  I  O  N. 


more  temporal  kings  of  Judah  after  that,  neither  had  that 
people  their  governors  henceforth  from  among  themfelves 
but  were  ruled  by  a  Roman  governor  fent  among  them  ; 
and  they  ceafed  to  have  any  more  the  power  of  life  and 
death.  Hence  the  Jews  fay  to  Pilate,  6  It  is  not  lawful 
6  for  us  to  put  any  man  to  death,’  [John  xviii.  ,31.] 
Thus  the  fceptre  departed  from  Judah  when  Shiloh 
came.* 

§  II.  The  PURCHASE  of  REDEMPTION. 

HAVING  thus  conlidered  Chrift’s  coming  into  the 
world,  and  his  taking  on  him  our  nature,  to  put  himfelf 
in  a  capacity  for  the  purchafe  of  redemption,  I  come  now 
to  fpeak  of  the  purchafe  itfelf.— And  in  speaking  of  thisy 
I  would,  1.  Show  what  is  intended  by  the  purchafe  of 
redemption.- — 2.  Make  fome  general  obfervations  con¬ 
cerning  thofe  thimgs  by  which  this  purchafe  was  made. — 
3.  Confider  what  Chrift  did  ;  and,  4.  what  he  fuffered, 
to  make  that  purchafe. 

I.  Chrift  purchafed  our  redemption  both  by  his  fatif- 
fatlion ,  and  his  merit.  The  price  that  Chrift  lays  down, 
pays  our  debt,  and  fo  it  fatisfies  :  by  its  intrinfic  value, 
and  by  the  agreement  between  the  Father  and  the  Son,  it 
procures  our  title  for  happinefs,  and  fo  it  merits.  The 
fatisfaftion  of  Chrift  is  to  free  ns  from  mifery,  and  the 
merit  of  Chrift  is  to  purchafe  happinefs  for  us.  (d) 

The  word  purchafe,  as  it  is  ufed  with  refpedl  to  the 
purchafe  of  Chrift,  is  taken  either  ftriflly,  or  more  largely. 
It  is  ufed  ftri£l!v,  to  ftgnify  only  the  merit  of  Chrift  ;  and 
more  largely,  to  include  both  his  fatisfaftion  and  merit. 

*  See  Note  g,  p.  i6r. 

(d)  Chrift* s  fathfaHion  and  merit  to  he  dftinguiJbedJ\  III  like 
manner  fome  divines  diftinguilh  between  Chrift’s  active  and  paf- 
five  obedience,  referring  our  pardon  to  the  latter,  and  to  the  for¬ 
mer  our  title  to  glory.  The  fubjedt  is  ably, and  at  large  dilculfed 
by  Mr.  Harvey,  Theron  and  Alpafto,  VoLi,  Dial.  2.  and  Vol.  ii. 
Dial.  iq.  ;  alfo  Aipafio  vind.  Let.  i. 
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Indeed  many  of  the  words  uied  in  this  affair  have  various 
acceptations.  Thus  divines  fometimes  ufe  the  term  merit 
for  the  whole  price  that  Chrift  offered.  So  the  word  fatij - 
faction  is  alfo  fometimes  uied,  to  include  not  only  pro¬ 
pitiation,  but  alfo  for  his  meritorious  obedience.  For, 
in  iome  fenfe,  not  only  buffering  the  penalty,  but  obedi¬ 
ence,  is  needful  to  fatisfy  the  law.  The  reafon  of  the 
various  ufe  of  thefe  terms  feems  to  be,  that  they  do  not 
differ  fo  much  really  as  relatively .  .They  both  confift  in 
paying  a  price  of  infinite  value  ;  but  that  price,  as  it  re- 
ipedfs  a  debt  to  be  paid,  is  called  [atisfa£iion\  and  as  it  re- 
fpedfs  a  benefit  to  be  obtained,  is  called  merit .  (e)  He 
who  lays  down  a  price  to  pay  a  debt,  does  in  fpme  fenfe 
make  a  pur  chafe ;  he  purchases -liberty  from  the  obligation.. 
And  he  who  lays  down  a  price"  to  purchafe  a  good,  does 
as  it  were  make  fatisf action  >  he  fatisfies  the  conditional 
demands  of  him  to  whom  he  pays  it.  This  may  fuffice 
concerning  what  is  meant  by  the  purchafe  of  Chrift, 

2.  I  proceed  to  fome  general  obfervations  concerning 
thofe  things  by  which  this  purchafe  was  made — And, 

(i.)  I  obferve,  that  whatever  in  Chrift’s  work  had 
the  nature  of  fatisfaflion ,  was  by  virtue  of  his  buffering 
or  humiliation.  But  whatever  had  the  nature  of  merit, 

(e)  The  price  of  our  redemption .]  44  Now,  what  is  a  price  ? 

A  price  is  a  valuable  compenfation  of  one  thing  for  another.  A 
Rave  is  redeemed  from  captivity,  a  debtor  from  prifon,  when 
fome  gracious  redeemer  procures  their  liberty,  by  giving  fome 
equivalent  to  the  perfon  by  whom  they  are  detained.  We  are 
debtors  ;  we  cannot  pay  unto  God  wrhat  we  are  owing.  We  are 
captives,  and  wre  cannot  haflen  to  be  loofed,  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
merciful  Redeemer,  who  pays  the  fum  we  were  owing,  and  fays 
to  the  prifoner,  4  Go  forth."  Will  we  not  believe  an  apoftle, 
when  he  tells  us,  4  Ye  are  not  your  own  ;  ye  are  bought  with  a 
4  price  [I.  Cor.  vi.  20.]  Would  you  know  what  this  price  is  ? 
Another  apoftle  will  tell,  4  Ye  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible 
*  things,  as  filver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
4  Chrift,  [I.  Pet.  i.  18.]  [M«Ewen’s  Eflays,  Vol.  i.  p.  3S,] 

44  The  ranfom  v7as  paid  down.  The  fund  of  heav’n 

• . pour’d  forth  the  price. 

All  price  beyond.  Though  curious  to  compute, 

Archangels  fail’d  to  caft  the  mighty  fum.” 

[Young’s  Night  Thoughts,  IV,] 
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it  was  by  virtue  of  the  excellency  of  his  obedience. — - 
The  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift  confifts  in  his  anfwering  the 
demands  of  the  law  on  man,  which  were  confequent  on 
the  breach  of  it,  Thefe  were  anfwered  by  fuffering  its 
penalty.  The  merit  of  Chrift  conhfts  in  what  he  did  to 
fulfil  what  the  law  demanded  before  man  finned,  which 
was  obedience. 

The  fatisfa&ion  or  propitiation  of  Chrift  confifts  ei¬ 
ther  in  his  fuffering  pain,,  or  being  fubjed  to  abafement , 
For  he  not  only  made  fatisfadion  by  proper  fuffering, 
but  by  whatever  had  the  nature  of  humiliation  and  abafe¬ 
ment  ;  as  his  continuance  under  the  power  of  death, 
while  he  lay  in  the  grave,  though  neither  his  body  nor 
his  foul  ftridly  endured  fuffering  after  he  was  dead.  So 
all  the  obedience  of  Chrift  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation, 
in  one  refped  or  another,  had  the  nature  of  merit  in 
it,  and  was  part  of  the  price  with  which  he  purchafed 
happinefs  for  the  eled. 

(2.)  Both  Chrift’s  fatisfadion  for  fin,  and  alfo  his 
meriting  happinefs  by  his  righteoufnefs,  were  carried  on 
through  the  whole  time  of  his  humiliation.  ChrifFs  fa¬ 
tisfadion  for  fin  was  not  only  by  his  laft  bufferings,  though 
it  was  principally  by/ them  ;  but  all  his  bufferings,  and  all 
the  humiliation  that  he  wras  fubjed  to  from  the  firft  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  incarnation  to  his  refurredion,  were  propi¬ 
tiatory  or  fatisfadory.— So  alfo  the  purchafe  of  ligppi- 
nefs  by  his  righteoufnefs  was  alfo  carried  on  through  the 
whole  time  of  his  humiliation  ;  not  only  in  the  courfe 
pf  his  life,  but  in  laying  down  his  life  at  the  end. 

(3.)  It  was  by  the  fame  things  that  Chrift  both  fatif- 
fied  God’s  juftice,  and  alfo  purchafed  eternal  happinefs. 
He  did  not  make  fatisfadion  by  fome  things  that  he  did, 
and  then  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  by  others,  but  in  the 
fame  ads  by  which  he  wrought  out  righteoufnefs,  he 
alfo  made  fatisfadion,  only  taken  in  a  different  relation. 
Thofe  fame  ads  of  obedience  wherein  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift  confifted,  and  which  purchafed  heaven  for  us, 
confidered  with  refped  to  the  felf-denial,  pain,  and  hu¬ 
miliation  which  was  in  them,  had  the  nature  of  fatisfac- 
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tlon  and  procured  our  pardon.  Thus  his  going  about 
doing  good,  preaching  the  gofpel,  and  teaching  his  dil'ci- 
pies,  was  a  part  of  his  righteoufnefs,  as  it  was  done  in 
obedience  to  the  Father:  and  a  part  of  his  fatisfadlion, 
as  he  did  it  with  great  labour,  trouble,  and  wearineis, 
and  under  great  temptations,  expoiing  himfelf  hereby  to 
reproach  and  contempt.  So  his  laying  down  his  life  had 
the  nature  of  fatisfaftion ,  confidered  as  his  bearing  our 
punifhment  in  our  Read  ;  but  conRdered  as  an  a£l  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  God,  who  had  given  him  this  command,  that 
he  fhould  lay  down  his  life  for  Rimers,  it  was  a  part  of 
of  his  righteoufnefs ,  (f)  as  truly  as  of  his  fatisfadtion. — 
Thefe  things  may  fuffice  to  be  obferved  in  general  con¬ 
cerning  the  purchafe  of  redemption. 

3.  I  now  proceed  to  ipeak  more  particularly  of  tliofe 
things  which  ChriR  did,  and  was  the  fubjetf  of,  during 

his  humiliation,  whereby  this  purchafe  was  made. - 

And  the  nature  of  the  purchafe  of  ChriR,  as  it  has  been 
explained,  leads  us  to  confider  thefe  things  under  a  two¬ 
fold  view,  viz.  (1.)  With  refpedl  to  his  righteoufnefs , 
which  appeared  in  them; — and,  (2.)  With  refpedt  to 
the  fufferings  and  humiliation ,  which  he  was  lubjecl  to  in 
our  Read. 

(1.)  I  will  confider  the  things  that  palled  during  the 
time  of  ChriR’s  humiliation,  with  refpedl  to  the  obedi¬ 
ence  that  he  exercifed  in  them.  And  this  is  fubjedf  to  a 
threefold  diRribution.  With  refpedt  to  the  laws  which 
he  obeyed. — With  refpedt  to  the  various  ft  ages  of  life  in 

(f)  Chrffs  death  an  a£l  of  obedience, ]  u  This  part  of  our 
Lord’s  meritorious  humiliation  [viz.  his  death ]  is  [fometimes]  by 
a  very  uiual  figure,  put  for  the  whole.  The  death  of  Chrift  in¬ 
cludes  not  only  his  fufferings,  but  his  obedience.  The  ihedding  of 
his  precious  blood  was  at  once  the  grand  inftance  of  his  fuffenng, 
and  the  finilhing  a£t  of  his  obedience.  In  this  view  it  is  conii- 
dered,  and  thus  it  is  interpreted  by  his  own  ambaffador ;  who, 
fpeaking  of  his  divine  Mailer,  fays,  c  He  was  obedient  unto  death, 
6  even  the  death  of  the  crofs/  [Phil.  ii.  8.]  In  like  manner, 
when  the  fcripture  aferibes  our  juftification  to  the  death  of  Chrift, 
we  are  not  to  think  that  it  would  fet  afide,  but  imply  his  obe¬ 
dience,  [Hervey,  Theron  and  Afp#  Vob  ii.  Dial.  10.] 

which 
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which  he  performed  it, — and  with  refpeft  to  the  feveral 
virtues  lie  exercifed. 

The  fir  ft  diftributioii  of  the  a<fts  of  Chrift’s  righteouf- 
nefs  is  with  refped  to  the  laws  which  he  obeyed.  But 
all  the  precepts  which  Ghrift  obeyed ‘may  be  reduced  to 
one  law,  which  the  apoftle  calls  6  the  law  of  works/  [Rom. 
m.  27.]  And  this  indeed  includes  all  the  laws  which 
God  ever  gave  to  mankind  ;  for  it  is  a  general  rule  of  the 
law  ot  works,  and  indeed  of  the  law  of  nature,  that  God 
is  to  be  obeyed,  and  that  he  muft  be  fubmitted  to  in  what¬ 
ever  pofitive  precept  he  is  pleafed  to  give.  But,  more 
particularly,  the  commands  which  Chrift  obeyed,  were  of 
tnree  kinds  ;  they  were  either  fuch  as  he  was  fubjeft  to 
merely  as  man ,  as  a  Jew,  or  purely  as  Mediator .  As  man  he 
obeyed  the  moral  law,  which  was  the  fame  with  that  which 
was  given  at  Mount  Sinai,  which  is  obligatory  on  all 
man  Kind  in  all  ages  of  the  world. — As  a  "Jew,  he  was 
fnbje<ft  to  the  ceremonial  law,  and  was  conformed  to  it  in 
being  circumcifed  the  eighth  day;  and  he  ftri  cf  I  y  obeyed  it 
in  going  up  to  Jerufalem  to  the  temple  three  times  a  year; 
at  leaft  after  he  was  come  to  the  age  of  twelve  years,  which 
ieems  to  have  been  the  age  when  the  males  began  to  go  up 
to  the  temple  :  Chrift  alfo  conftantly  attended  the  fervice 
of  the  temple,  and  of  the  fynagogues.  To  this  head  may 
be  reduced,  his  fubmiftion  to  John’s  baptifm  ;  for  it  was  a 
Ipecial  command  to  the  Jews,  to  go  forth  to  John  the  Bap- 
tift,  and  be  baptized  of  him,  and  therefore  when  Chrift 
came  to  be  baptized  of  John,  and  John  objected,  that  he 
had  more  need  to  be  baptized  of  him,  he  gives  this  rea- 
fon  in  reply,  that  it  was  needful  that  he  fhould  do  it,  that 
he  might  4  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.’  [Matt.  iii.  13. — 15.] 

• — Again,  Chrift  was  fubje£t  to  the  mediatorial  law,  which 
contained  thofe  commands  of  God  to  which  he  was  fub- 
je£l,  not  merely  as  man,  nor  yet  as  a  Jew,  but  which  re¬ 
lated  purely  to  his  mediatorial  office.  Such  were  the  com¬ 
mands  which  the  Father  gave  him,  to  teach  fuch  doflrines, 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  to  work  fuch  miracles,  to  call  fuch 
difciples,  to  appoint  fuch  ordinances,  and  finally  to  lay 
down  his  life  :  for  he  did  all  thefe  things  in  obedience  to 
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commands  he  had  received  of  the  Father,  as  he  often  tells 
us,  [John  x.  18.— xiv.  31.] 

And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Chrift’s  righteoufneis,  by 
which  he  merited  heaven  for  himfelf,  and  all  who  believe 
in  him,  conlifts  principally  in  his  obedience  to  this  media¬ 
torial  law  :  for  in  fulfilling  this  law  conlifted  his  chief 
work  and  buftnefs  in  the  world.  What  Chrift  had  to  do 
in  the  world  as  Mediator,  was  infinitely  more  difficult  than 
what  he  had  to  do  merely  as  a  man,  or  as  a  Jew.  To 
his  obedience  to  this  mediatorial  law  belongs  his  going 
through  his  Jaft  fufferings,  beginning  with  his  agony  in 
the  garden,  and  ending  with  his  refurredtion.  As  the 
obedience  of  the  firft  Adam,  wherein  his  righteoufnefs 
would  have  confifted,  if  he  had  hood,  would  have  princi¬ 
pally  conlifted,  not  in  his  obedience  to  the  moral  law, 
to  which  he  was  fubjedt  merely  as  man,  but  in  his  obe¬ 
dience  to  that  fpecial  law  that  he  was  fubjedt  to  as  moral 
head  and  furety  of  mankind,  even  the  command  of  ab- 
ftaining  from  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  ;  fo 
the  obedience  of  the  fecond  Adam,  wherein  his  righte¬ 
oufnefs  conlifts,  lies  principally,  not  in  his  obedience  to 
the  law  that  he  was  fubjedt  to  merely  as  man,  but  that 
fpecial  law  to  which  he  was  fubjedt  in  his  office  as  Me¬ 
diator  and  furety  for  man. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  next  diftribution  of  ChriftT 
righteoufnefs,  I  would  obferve  three  things  concerning  his 
obedience  to  thefe  laws. 

[1.]  He  performed  that  obedience  to  them,  which 
was  in  every  refpedt  perfett ;  it  was  univerfal  as  to  the 
laws  that  he  was  fubjedt  to,  and  every  individual  precept- 
contained  in  them.  It  was  perfect  with  refpedt  to  the 
principle  from  which  he  obeyed  :  this  was  wholly  right;, 
there  was  no  corruption  in  his  heart.  It  was  perfedt  with 
refpedt  to  the  ends  he  adted  for  ;  for  he  never  had  any 
by-ends,  but  aimed  perfedtly  at  fuch  as  the  law  of  God 
required.  And  it  was  perfedt  with  refpedt  to  the  conftan- 
cy  of  his  obedience  :  he  held  out  to  the  end,  through  all 
the  changes  he  palled  through,  and  all  the  trials  that  he 
underwent.  —  The  meritorioufnefs  of  Chrift’s  obedience 

depends 
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depends  on  the  perfeftion  of  it.  If  it  had  failed  in  any 
inltance,  it  could  not  have  been  meritorious :  for  that  is 
not  accepted  as  an  obedience  to  a  law,  that  does  not  fully 
anfwer  it. 

#  [2.J  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve  of  Chrifl’s  obe- 
dience  is,  that  it  was  performed  through  the  greateft  trials 
and  temptations  that  ever  any  obedience  was  :  which  was 
another  thing  that  rendered  it  more  meritorious  and 
thank-worthy.  To  obey  another  when  his  commands 
ate  wify,  is  not  fo  worthy,  as  it  js  to  obey  when  it  cannot 
be  done  without  great  difficulty. 

[3.]  He  performed  this  obedience  with  infinite  refpeft 
to  God,  and  the  honour  of  his  law.  The  obedience  he 
performed  was  with  infinitely  greater  love  to  God,  and 
regard  to  his  authority,  than  the  angels  poffiefs.  The 
angels  perform  their  obedience  with  that  love  which 
h  perfect,  with  finlefs  perfection  :  but  Chrifl  performed 
his  obedience  with  much  greater  love  than  the  angels  do 
theirs,  even  infinite  love  ;  for  though  the  human  nature 
of  Chrifl  was  not  capable  of  love  abfolutely  infinite,  yet 
Chriil’s  obedience,  which  was  performed  in  that  human 
nature,  is  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  merely  the  obedience 
of  the  human  nature,  but  the  obedience  of  his  perfon, 
as  God-man  ;  and  there  was  infinite  love  of  the  perfon 
of  Chrifl  manifeft  in  that  obedience.  And  this,  together 
with  the  infinite  dignity  of  the  perfon  that  obeyed,  ren¬ 
dered  his  obedience  infinitely  meritorious. 

The  fecond  diftribution  of  the  a£ts  of  Chrift’s  obedi¬ 
ence,  is  with  refpedl  to  the  different  parts  of  his  life. 
Wherein  they  were  performed.  And  in  this  refpeft  they 
may  be  divided  into  thofe  which  were  performed  in  pri¬ 
vate  life,  and  thofe  which  were  performed  in  his  public 
miniflry. 

Thofe  a£ls  he  performed  during  his  private  life  :  he  was 
perfectly  obedient  in  his  childhood,  (g)  He  infinitely 

differed 

(g)  The  childhood  of  Jefus .]  il  We  cannot  reafonably 
doubt,  but  the  young  Redeemer  gave  early  proofs  of  his  divine 

origi- 
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differed  from  other  children,  who,  as  foon  as  they  begin 
to  aft,  begin  to  fin  and  rebel.  He  was  fubjeft  to  his 
earthly  parents,  though  he  was  Lord  of  all,  [Luke  ii.  51 .] 
He  was  found  about  his  Father’s  bufinefs  at  twelve  years 
of  age  in  the  temple.  [Luke  ii.  42.]  He  then  began  that 
work  that  he  had  to  do  in  fulfilment  of  the  mediatorial 
law,  which  the  Father  had  given  him.  He  continued 
3ns  private  life  for  about  thirty  years,  dwelling  at  Naza^ 
reth  in  the  houfe  of  his  reputed  father  Jofeph,  where  he 
ferved  God  in  a  private  capacity,  and  in  following  a  me¬ 
dian  ical  trade,  the  bufinefs  of  a  carpenter. 

Thofe  afts  which  he  performed  during  his  public  mi~ 
niftry ,  which  began  when  he  was  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  and  continued  for  the  three  la  ft  years  and  an  half  of 
his  life.  Moll  of  the  hiftory  of  the  evangelifts  is  taken 
up  in  giving  an  account  of  what  paffed  during  thefe  three 
years  and  an  half.  Chrift’s  firfl  appearing  in  his  public 
mi  niftry,  is  what  is  often  called  his  coming  in  fcripture. 
Thus  John  fpeaks  of  Chrift’s  coming  as  what  is  yet  to  be, 
though  he  had  been  born  long  before. — Concerning  the 
public  miniftry  of  Chrift,  obferve  the  following  things. 

[1.]  The  forerunner  of  Chrift’s  coming  in  his  public 
miniftry  was  John  the  Baptift  :  he  came  preaching 
repentance  for  the  remiftion  of  fins,  to  make  way  for 
Chrift’s  coming,  agreeable  to  the  prophecies  of  him,  [If 
xJ-  3 — 5-  ancl  Matt.  iv.  5,  6.]  It  is  fuppofed  that  John 
the  Baptift  began  his  miniftry  about  three  years  and  an 
half  before  Chrift  ;  fo  that  John’s  miniftry  and  Chrift’s 
put  together,  made  feven  years,  which  was  the  laft  of  Da¬ 
niel  s  weeks;  [Dan.  ix.  27*]  4  He  will  confirm  the  co¬ 
original.  It  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  pleafing  employment  to  the 
highly-favoured  parents,  to  rear  up  this  tender  plant  by  a  thou¬ 
sand  endearing  offices-;  to  mark  the  firfl:  buddings  of  his  genius 
more  than  mortal ;  and  to  obferve  the  bloffoms  of  every  heavenly 
grace  that  adorned  his  holy  foul.  But  as  it  hath  feemed  good  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  be  very  fparing  in  the^hiftory 
of  his  private  life,  after  he  called  his  Son  out  of  Egypt,  we  mud 
he  contented  to  remain  in  ignorance  of  what  is  not  revealed.” 

[ALE wen’s  Effays,  Vbl.  ii.  p.  13,  14.] 

^  u  ‘  venant 
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4  venant  with  many  for  one  week.’  Chrift  came  in  the 
midfl  of  this  week,  viz.  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  half 
of  it,  or  the  laft  three  years  and  an  half,  as  Daniel  fore¬ 
told,  as  in  the  verle  juft  now  quoted  :  ‘  And  in  the  midfl 

of  the  week  he  fhall  caule  the  lacnfice  and  the  oblation 
4  to  ceafe.’* 

John  Bap  till  s  miniftry  confifted  principally  m  preach¬ 
ing  the  law,  to  awaken  men  and  convince  them  of  fin  ;  to 
prepare  men  for  the  coming  of  Chrift,  to  comfort  them; 
as  the  iawT  is  to  prepare  the  heart  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  gofpel. — A  very  remarkable  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit 
of  Dod  attended  John  s  miniftry  ;  and  the  effedt  of  it  was, 
that  Je'rufalem,  and  all  Judea,  and  all  the  region  round 
about  Jordan,  were  awakened,  convinced,  and  lubmitted 
to  nis  baptifm,  confeffing  their  fins.  John  is  fpoken 
or  as  the  greatefl  of  all  the  prophets  who  came  before 
Chrift:  [Matt.  xi.  i  i .]  6  Among  thofe  that  are  born  of 

women,  there  hath  not  rifen  a  greater  than  John  the 
f  Baptift  u  e.  he  had  the  moft  honourable  office,  (h) 
He  was  as  the  morning  fear,  which  is  the  harbinger  of 
the  approaching  day,  and  forerunner  of  the  riling  fun. 
The  other  prophets  were  ilars  that  were  to  give  light  in 
die  night ;  but  we  have  heard  how  thofe  flars  went  out 
on  the  approach  of  the  goipel  day.  But  now  the  coming 
of  Chrift  being  very  nigh,  the  morning  ftar  comes  before 
him,  the  brighteft  of  all  the  ftars,  as  John  the  Baptift  was 
the  greateft  of  all  the  prophets. 

And  when  Chrift  came  in  his  public  miniftry,  the  light 
or  the  morning  ftar  decreafed  too  ;  as  ye  fee,  when  the 

f  '*  Compare  Note  d,  p.  272. 

(h)  John's  office  -honourable.]  u  Tvvas  great  preferment 
to  John  above  all  the  prophets,  that  he  was  Chrift’s  harbinger. 
«...  His  bufinefs  was  to  prepare  Chrift’s  way,  to  difpofe  people 
to  receive  the  Saviour,  by  diicovering  to  them  their  fin  and  mi- 

fery,  and  their  need  of  a  Saviour . Note,  Much  of  the 

beauty  of  God’s  difpenfations  lies  in  their  mutual  connexion  and 
coherence,  and  the  reference  they  have  one  to  another.  That 
which  advanced  John  above  the  Old  Teftament  prophets  was, 
that  he  went  immediately  before  Chrift.  Note,  The  nearer  any 
.are  to  Chrift,  the  more  truly  honourable  they  are.”  [Henry 
in  loc.  j 

fun 
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Pun  rifes,  it  diminifhes  the  light  of  the  morning  Par. 
So  John  the  Raptift  fays  of  himlelf,  [  John  iii.  30.]  4  He 
1  muft  increafe,  but  I  mull  decreafe.’  And  loon  after 
Chrift  began  his  public  miniftry,  John  the  Raptift  was 
put  to  death  ;  as  the  morning  Par  is  viPble  a  little  while 
alter  the  lun  is  rifen,  yet  loon  goes  out. 

[2.]  The  next  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  Chrift’s 
entrance  on  his  public  minipry,  which  was  be  baptifm, 
followed  with  the  temptation  in  the  wildernefs.  His 
baptihn  was,  as  it  were,  his  folemn  inauguration,  by 
which  he  entered  on  his  miniPry,  and  was  attended  with 
his  being  anointed  with  the  Holy  GhoP,  in  a  folemn 
and  vilible  manner,  the  Holy  GhoP  depending  upon  him 
in  a  viflble  fhape  like  a  dove,  attended  with  a  voice  from 
heaven,  faying,  4  I  his  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am 
4  well  pleafed,’  [Matt.  iii.  16,  17.] 

After  this  he  was  led  by  the  devil  into  the  wildernefs. 
Satan  made  a  violent  onfet  upon  him  at  ins  PrP  entrance 
on  his  work  ;  and  now  he  had  a  remarkable  trial  of  his 
obedience  ;  but  he  got  the  vi'&ory.  ,  He  who  had  fuch 
fuccefs  with  the  PrP  Adam,  had  none  with  the  fecond. 

[3.]  The  work  in  which  Chrift  was  employed  during 
his  miniftry.  And  here  are  three  things  chiefly  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  viz.  his  preaching,  his  working  of  mira¬ 
cles,  and  his  calling  and  appointing  drfciples  and  minifters 
of  his  kingdom. 

#  His  Poaching  the  gofpel.  Great  part  of  the  work  of 
his  public  miniftry  confifted  in  this  ;  and  much  of  that 
obedience  by  which  he  purchafed  falvation  for  us,  was  in 
his  fpeaking  thole  things  which  the  Father  commanded 
him.  He  more  clearly  and  abundantly  revealed  the  mind 
and  will  of  God,  than  ever  it  had  been  before.  He  came 
from  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  and  perfeHly  knew  his 
mind,  and  was  in  the  beft  capacity  to  reveal  it.  As  the 
fun,  as  foon  as  it  is  rifen,  begins  to  fhine  ;  fo  Chrift,  as 
loon  as  lie  came  into  his  public  miniftry,  began  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  world  with  his  dodlrine.  As  the  law  was 
given  at  Mount  Sinai,  fo  Chrift  delivered  his  evangelical 
do&rine,  full  of  bleffings,  and  not  curfes,  to  a  multitude 
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on  a  mountain,  [Matt.  v.  vi.  and  vii.] — When  he 
preached,  he  did  not  teach  as  the  fcribes,  but  he  taught 
as  one  having  authority  ;  io  that  his  hearers  were  aftonifh- 
ed  at  his  do&rine.  (i)  He  did  not  reveal  the  mind  and 
will  ot  God  in  the  Ryle  of  the  prophets,  4  Thus  faith  the 

4  Lord  ; 

(0  Chrift  taught  not  as  the  scribes.]  46  Our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  had  been  long  expended  to  appear  in  the  Jewifh  church,  as 

a  prophet  like  unto  MoJes . The  people  therefore  formed  the 

higheft  expectations  of  his  oeconomy,  and  he  framed  it  lb  as  to 
exceed  all  defeription.  He  taught  .  .  .  not  as  the  fcribes . 

Inftead  of  deriving  his  dodtrine  from  popular  notions,  human 
paifions,  the  interefts  of  princes,  or  the  traditions  of  priefts,  he 
took  it  immediately  from  the  holy  feriptures,  to  which  he  con-v. 
ftantly  appealed.  The  truths  of  natural  religion  he  explained 
and  eftablifhed ;  the  doctrines  of  revelation  he  expounded,  eluci¬ 
dated,  and  enforced,  and  thus  brought  life  and  immortality  to 
light  by  the  golpel. — The  motives  which  he  employed  to  give  his 
doCtrine  energy,  were  not  taken  from  linful  fecular  things ;  but 
it  was  urged  home  in  its  truth  and  importance.  The  fa<d  is  truey 
and  therefore  you  ought  to  believe  it,  whether  the  world  ad¬ 
mit  it  or  not.  That  duty  is  important ,  .  .  ,  and  therefore  you 
ought  to  perform  it,  whether  the  world  perform  it  or  not. — The 
tempers  in  which  he  executed  his  miniftry  were  the  nobleft  that  can 
be  conceived.  He  was  humble,  compaffionate,  firm,  difintereft- 
ed,  and  generous. — Add  to  thefe,  the  ftmplicity  and  majefty  of 
his  Ryle,  the  beauty  of  his  images,  the  alternate  foftnefs  and  fe- 
verity  of  his  addrefs,  the  choice  of  his  fubjebts,  the  gracefulnefs 
of  his  deportment,  the  indefatigablenefs  of  his  zeal,  .  .  .  where 
fliall  I  put  the  period  ?  His  perfections  are  inexhauRible,  and  our 
admiration  is  everlafting.  The  character  of  Chrift  is  the  beft 
book  a  preacher  can  Rudy. 

44  The  fuccefs  that  accompanied  the  miniRry  of  our  Emanuel, 
was  truly  aRonilhing.  My  foul  overflows  with  joy,  my  eyes  with 
tears  of  pleafure,  while  I  tranferibe  it.  When  this  Sun  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  arofe  with  healing  under  his  wings,  the  difinterefled  po¬ 
pulace,  who  lay  all  negledted  and  forlorn,  benighted  with  igno¬ 
rance,  and  benumbed  with  vice,  faw  the  light,  and  hailed  the 
brightnefs  of  its  riling.  Up  they  fprang,  and  after  him  in  mul¬ 
titudes,  men,  women,  and  children  went.  Was  he  to  pafs  a  road, 
they  climbed  the  trees  to  fee  him,  yea  the  blind  fat  by  the  way 
fide  to  hear  him  go  by.  Was  he  in  a  houfe,  they  unroofed  the 
building  to  come  at  him.  As  if  they  could  never  get  near  enough 
to  hear  the  foft  accents  of  his  voice,  they  prefled,  they  crowded, 
they  trod  upon  one  another  to  furround  him.  When  he  retired 
into  the  wdldernefs,  they  thought  him  another  Mofes,  and  would 
have  made  him  a  king.  It  was  the  fineR  thing  they  could  think 
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<  Lord  but,  ‘  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you.’  He 
delivered  his  doctrines,  not  only  as  the  doctrines  of  the 
Father,  but  as  his  own.  He  gave  forth  his  commands, 
not  as  the  prophets  were  wont  to  do,  merely  as  God’s 
commands,  but  as  his  own,  4  This  is  my  command- 
4  ment,’ — ‘  Ye  are  my  friends  if  ye  do  whatloever  1  com- 
4  mand  you,’  [John  xv.  12,  14.] 

Another  thing  that  Chrift  was  employed  in  during  the 
courie  of  his  miniftry,  was  working  miracles .  Concern¬ 
ing  which  we  may  obferve  feveral  things. 

Their  multitude.  Belides  particular  infiances,  we  of¬ 
ten  have  an  account  of  multitudes  coming  at  once  with 
difeafes,  and  his  healing  them. — They  were  works  of 
mercy.  He  went  about  doing  good,  healing  the  lick, 
reftoring  fight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and 
the  proper  ufe  of  their  limbs  to  the  lame  and  halt  ;  feed¬ 
ing  the  hungry,  cleaning  the  leprous,  and  railing  the  dead. 
— They  were  almofl  all  of  them  fuch  as  had  been  fpoken 
of  as  the  peculiar  works  of  God,  in  the  Old  Teflament. 
Such  were  ftilling  the  waves  of  the  fea,  [Pfal.  evii.  29.] 
Walking  on  the  fea  in  a  ftorm  ;  [  fob  ix.  8.]  Calling  out 
devils  :  [Pfal.  lxxiv.  14.]  Feeding  a  multitude,  in  a 
wildernefs  :  \  Deut.  viii.  16.]  Difcerning  men’s  thoughts: 
[Amos  iv.  13.]  Railing  the  dead:  [Pfal.  lxviii.  20.] 
Opening  the  eyes  of  the  blind  :  [Pfal.  cxlvi.  8.] 
Healingthe  lick  :  [Pfal.  ciii.  3.]  And  lifting  up  thofe  who 
are  bowed  together  ;  [Pfal.  cxlvi.  8.] — They  were  in  ge¬ 
neral  fuch  works  as  were  images  of  the  great  work  which 
he  came  to  work  on  men's  hearts  ;  reprefenting  that  in¬ 
ward,  fpiritual  eleaniing,  healing,  renovation,  and  refur- 
reflion,  which  all  his  redeemed  are  the  fubje&s  of. — 
He  wrought  them  in  fuch  a  manner  to  lliowy  that  he  did 

of.  He,  greater  than  the  greateil  monarch,  defpifed  worldly 
grandeur  ;  but  to  fulfil  prophecy,  fitting  upon  a  borrowed  afs’s 
colt,  rode  into  Jerufalem  the  Son  of  the  Highejl ,  and  allowed  the 
tranfported  multitude  to  ftrew  the  way  with  garments  and  branches, 
and  to  aroufe  the  infenlible  metropolis  with  acclamations,  the  very 
children  Ihouting,  c  Hofannah !  Hofannah  in  the  Highelt!  flofim- 
*  nah  to  the  fon  of  David  !  Blelfed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name 
f  of  the  Lord!”  [Rolinsox’s  Dilf.  prefixed  to  Claude ,  p.  xxvii.] 

them 
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them  by  his  own  power,  and  not  by  the  power  of  another, 
as  the  other  prophets  did.  They  were  wont  to  work  all 
their  miracles  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;  but  Chrift 
wrought  in  his  own  name.  Moles  was  forbidden  to  enter 
into  Canaan,  becauie  he  feemed  by  his  ipeech  to  aflame 
me  honour  or  working  only  one  miracle  to  himfelf.  [See 
i\  umbers  xx.  8—13.]  Nor  did  Chrift  work  miracles  as 
uie  apoftles  did,  who  wrought  them  all  111  the  name  of 
Cm  lit  ;  but  he  wrought  them  in  his  own  name,  and  by 
ins  own  authority  and  will  :  Thus,  faith  he,  4  I  will,  be 
Liiou  ciean,  [Matt.  vim  3* ]  And  in  the  fame  ftrain  he 

put  the  queftion,  4  Believe  ye  that  I  am  able  to  do  this  ?’ 
[Matt.  ix.  28.] 

Another  thing  that  Chrift  did  in  the  courfe  of  his  mi¬ 
ll  {ft  rv,  was  to  call  his  difciples.  He  called  many  difciples, 
who  111  he  employed  as  minifters  ;  he  lent  feventy  at  one 
time  into  his  work:  but  there  were  twelve  that  he  let 
apart  as  apoftles,  who  were  the  grand  minifters  of  his 
kingdom,  and,  as  it  were,  the  twelve  foundations  of  his 
church.  [See  Rev.  xxi.  14.]  Thefe  were  the  main  inftru- 
ments  of  fetting  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  and 
therefore  fhall  fit  on  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Ifraei.  [Matt.  xix.  28.] 

[4.]  I  would  obferve  how  he  ftnifhed  his  miniftry.  And 
this  was  —  In  giving  his  dying  counfel  to  his  difciples, 
which  we  have  recorded  in  the  xivth,  xvth.  and  xvith.  chap  - 
ters  of  John’s  goipel. — In  inftituting  a  folemn  memorial 
ot  his  death,  namely,  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Tapper, 
wherein  we  have  a  reprefentation  of  his  body  broken,  and 
of  his  blood  fhed.  (k) — In  offering  up  himfelf,  without 

/  ble- 


(k)  How  Chrift  finijhed  his  miniftry.')  u  The  feaft  of  the 
paffover  drew  nigh,  at  which  he  knew  that  he  was  to  buffer.  The 
night  was  arrived,  wherein  he  was  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  his  enemies.  He  had  fpent  the  evening  in  conference  with  his 
difciples ;  like  a  dying  father  in  the  midft  of  his  family,  mingling 
confolations  with  his  laft  inftru£Hons.  When  he  had  ended  his 
difcourfe  to  them,  he  4  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,’  and  .... 
began  that  folemn  prayer  of  interceffion  for  the  church,  which 
clofed  his  miniftry.  Immediately  after  he  went  forth  with  his 
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blemifh,  a  facrifice  to  God,  which  he  did  in  his  laft  fu  fi¬ 
fe  rings,  as  God’s  anointed  prieft :  and  it  was  the  greateft 
aft  of  his  public  miniftry,  and  indeed  of  his  obedience. 
The  priefts  of  old  ufed  to  do  many  other  things  as  God’s 
minifters :  but  were  then  in  the  higheft  execution  of  their 
office,  when  they  were  offering  facrifices  on  the  altar.  So 
the  greateft  thing  that  Chrift  did  in  the  execution  of  his 
prieftly  office,  and  indeed  the  greateft  thing  that  ever  was 
done,  was  the  offering  up  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  God. 
Herein  he  was  the  antitype  of  all  that  had  been  done  by 
all  the  priefts,  in  all  their  facrifices  and  offerings,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world. 

(3.)  The  third  diftribution  of  the  acts  by  which 
Chrift  purchafed  redemption,  regards  the  virtues  that 
he  exercifed  and  matirfefted  in  them,  which  were  every 
pojjtbk  virtue  and  grace.  Indeed  there  are  fame  par¬ 
ticular  virtues  that  finful  man  may  have,  that  were 
not  in  Chrift  ;  not  from  any  want  or  defeat  of  virtue, 
but  becaufe  his  virtue  was  perfeft  and  without  defeft.  Such 
are  repentance,  brokennefs  ot  heart  for  fin,  and  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  luft.  Thofe  virtues  were  not  in  Chrift,  be¬ 
caufe  he  had  no  fin  of  his  own  to  repent  of,  nor  any  lull 
to  deny.  Rut  all  virtues  which  do  not  pre-fuppofe  fin, 
were  in  him,  and  that  in  a  higher  degree  than  ever  they 

difciples  into  the  garden  of  Gethfemane,  and  furrendered  himfelf 
to  thofe  who  came  to  apprehend  him. 

ouch  was  the  fltuation  of  our  Lord.  .  .  »  ,  He  faw  his  mi  ft 
fion  on  the  point  of  being  accomplifhed.  He  had  the  profpeft 
full  before  him  of  all  that  he  was  about  to  futTer.  4  Father!  the 
‘  hour  is  come.’  What  hour  ?  An  hour  the  mo  ft  critical,  the 
moft  pregnant  with  great  events,  fince  hours  had  begun  to  be 
numbered,  fnce  time  had  begun  to  run.  It  was  the  hour  in 
which  thy  Son  of  God  was  to  terminate  the  labours  of  his  im¬ 
portant  life,  by.  a  death  ftill  more  important  and  illuftrious ;  the 
hour  o  atoning,  by  his  fufferings,  for  the  guilt  of  mankind ;  the  ' 
hour  of  accomplifliing  prophecies,  types,  and  fymbols,  which 
had  been  carried  on  through  a  feries  of  ages ;  the  hour  of  con¬ 
cluding  the  old,  and  of  introducing  to  the  world  the  new'  dift 
penfation  of  religion  ;  the  hour  of  his  triumphing  over  the  world, 
and  death,  and  hell ;  the  hour  of  his  erecting  that  fpiritnal  king¬ 
dom  which  is  to  laft  forever.  Such  is  the  hour,  fuch  are  the 
events,  which  you  are  to  commemorate  in  the  facrament  of  our 
Lord  s  flipper.”  [Dr.  Blair’s  Sermons,  Vol.  i.  Ser.  5.] 


were 


HISTORY  OF  REDEMPTION. 

were  in  any  other  man,  or  any  mere  creature  ;  every  virtue 
in  him  was  perfect,  virtue  itfelf  was  greater  in  him  than  in 
any  other;  and  it  was  under  greater  advantages  to  fhine  in 
him  than  in  any  other.  Stridl  virtue  ihines  mod  when 
moil  tried  :  but  never  any  virtue  had  fuch  trials  as  Chrift’s 
had. — The  virtues  that  Chrifl  cxercii'ed  may  be  divided 

j 

into  three  forts,  thofe  which  more  immediately  refpedl 
God,  himfelf \  and  other  men. 

Thofe  virtues  which  more  immediately  refpedl  God , 
appeared  in  the  work  which  Chrifl  did  tor  our  redemp¬ 
tion.  There  appeared  in  him  an  holy  fear  and  reverence 
towards  God  the  Father.  Chrifl  had  a  greater  trial  of  his 
virtue  in  this  relpetl  than  any  other  had,  from  the  ho- 
nourablenefs  of  his  perfon.  This  was  the  temptation  oi 
the  angels  that  fell,  to  call  off  their  worth  ip  of  God,  and 
reverence  of  his  majelly,  that  they  were  beings  of  fuch 
exalted  dignity  and  worthinefs  themfelves.  [See  I. Tim.  iii 
6.]  But  Chrifl  was  infinitely  more  worthy  and  honour 
able  than  they  ;  for  he  was  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  and 
Ills  perfon  was  equal  to  the  perfon  of  God  the  Father  : 
and  vet,  as  he  had  taken  on  him  the  office  of  mediator, 
and  the  nature  of  man,  he  was  full  of  reverence  towards 
God.  He  adored  him  in  the  molt  reverential  manner 
time  after  time.  So  he  manifefled  a  wonderful  love  to¬ 
wards  God.  The  angels  give  great  teflimony  of  their 
love  towards  God,  in  their  conflancy  and  agility  in 
dome  the  will  of  God  ;  and  many  faints  have  given  great 
teftimonies  of  their  love  to  God,  by  having  endured 
great  labours  and  fufferings  :  but  none  ever  gave  fuch 
teftimonies  of  love  to  God  as  Chrifl;  has ;  none  ever 
performed  fuch  a  labour  of  love  as  he  did,  or  fuffered  fo 
much  from  love  to  God.  So  alfo  he  manifefled  the  moft 
wonderful  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God.  Never  was 
any  one’s  fubnnflion  io  tneci  as  he  \tas. 

In  this  work  he  moft  wonderfully  manifefled  thofe 
virtues  which  more  immediately  refpeded  himfelf ;  as 
particularly  humility,  patience,  contempt  of  the  world. 
Chrifl,  though  he  was  the  moft  excellent  and  honourable 

of  all  men,  yet  was  the  moft  humble  ;  yea,  he  was  the 

moft 
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moft  humble  of  all  creatures.  No  angel  or  man  ever 
equalled  him  in  humility,  though  he  was  the  higheft: 
of  all  creatures  in  dignity  and  honour.  Chrift  would 
have  been  under  the  greateft  temptation  to  pride,  it  it 
had  been  pollible  for  any  thing  to  have  tempted  to  him. 
The  temptation  of  the  angels  that  fell  was  the  dignity  ot 
their  nature,  and  the  honourablenefs  of  their  circum- 
ftances  ;  but  Chrift  was  infinitely  more  honourable  than 
they.  The  human  nature  of  Chrift  was  fo  honoured  as 
to  be  in  the  fame  perfon  with  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
who  was  equal  with  God  ;  and  yet  that  human  nature 
was  not  at  all  lifted  up  with  pride.  Nor  was  the  man 
Chrift  Jefus  at  all  lifted  up  with  pride,  with  all  thofe 
wonderful  works  which  he  wrought,  of  healing  the  lick, 
curing  the  blind,  lame,  and  maimed,  and  railing  the 
dead.  And  though  he  knew  that  God  had  appointed 
him  to  be  the  king  over  heaven  and  earth,  angels  and 
men,  as  he  fays,  [Matt.  ix.  27.]  ‘  All  things  are  deliver- 
4  ed  unto  me  of  my  Father  though  he  knew  he  was 
fuch  an  infinitely  honourable  perfon,  and  4  thought  it  not 
4  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  and  though  he  knew  he 
was  the  heir  of  God  the  Father’s  kingdom  ;  yet  fuch  was 
his  humility,  that  he  did  not  dil'dain  to  be  abafed  and 
depreffed  down  into  lower  and  viler  circtimftances  and 
bufferings  than  ever  any  other  eledt  creature  was  ;  fo  that 
he  became  leaft  and  loweft  of  all.  The  proper  trial  and 
evidence  of  humility  is  hooping  or  complying  with  thofe 
adts  or  circumftances,  when  called  to  it,  which  are  very 
low,  and  contain  great  abafement.  But  none  ever  hoop¬ 
ed  fo  low  as  Chrift,  if  we  conlider  either  the  infinite 
height  that  he  ftooped  from,  or  great  depth  to  which  he 
hooped.  Such  was  his  humility,  that  though  he  knew 
himfelf  to  be  infinitely  worthy  of  being  honoured  ten 
thoufand  times  more  than  the  higheft  prince  on  earth,  or 
angel  in  heaven  ;  yet  he  did  not  think  it  too  much  when 
called  to  it,  to  be  bound  as  a  curfed  malefadtor,  to  become 
the  laughing-ftock  of  the  vileft  of  men,  to  be  crowned 
with  thorns,  to  have  a  mock  robe  put  on  him,  and  to  be 
crucified  like  a  have  or  nralefadfor,  as  one  of  the  meaneft 

X  x  -  and 
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and  word  of  vagabonds  and  mifcreants,  and  an  accurfed 
enemy  of  God  and  men,  who  was  not  fit  to  live  on  the 
earth  ;  and  this  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  fome  of  the 
meaneil  and  vilefb.  of  creatures,  fome  of  thole  accurfed 
wretches  that  crucified  him.  Was  not  this  a  wonderful 
manueflation  of  humility,  when  he  cheerfully  and  molt 
freely  fubmitted  to  this  abafement  ? — And  how  did  his 
patience  lhine  forth  under  all  the  terrible  fuffennsrs  which 

O 

he  endured,  when  he  was  dumb,  and  opened  not  his 
mouth,  but  went  as  a  lamb  to  the  daughter,  and  was 
patient  under  all  the  fufferings  he  endured  from  fir fh  to 
fall.  And  what  contempt  of  the  glory  of  the  world 
was  there,  when  he  rather  chofe  this  meannefs,  and  fuf- 
fering,  than  to  wear  a  temporal  crown,  and  be  invefled 
with  the  external  glories  of  an  earthly  prince,  as  the  mul¬ 
titude  often  folicited  him?  Chrifl,  in  the  work  which 
he  wrought  out,  in  a  wonderful  manner  exercifed  thofe 
virtues  which  more  immediately  refpeft  other  men .  And 

thefe  may  be  hummed  up  under  two  heads,  viz.  meeknels, 
and  love.  Ch rift’s  metkmjs  was  his  humble  calmnefs  of 

fpirit  under  the  provocations  he  met  with.  None  ever  met 
with  io  great  provocations  as  he  did.  The  greatnefs  of  pro¬ 
vocation  lies  in  two  things,  the  degree  of  opposition  by  which 
the  provocation  is  given  ;  and,  in  the  degree  of  the  un- 
reafonahlenefs  of  that  oppofition,  or  in  its  being  not  only 
without  reafon,  againfl  the  greatefi:  degree  of  obligation  to 
the  contrary.  Now,  if  we  confider  both  thefe  things, 
no  man  ever  met  with  a  thoufandth  part  of  the  provoca¬ 
tion  that  Chrift  met  with  from  men  :  and  yet  how  meek 
was  he  under  all  !  how  compofed  and  quiet  his  fpirit  ! 
how  far  from  being  in  a  ruffle  and  tumult  !  When  he 
was  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again  ;  and  4  as  a  iheep  before 
4  her  lhearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.’  No 
appearance  was  there  of  a  revengeful  fpirit  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  what  a  fpirit  of  forgivenefs  did  he  exhibit  !  fo  that 
lie  fervently  and  effedtually  prayed  for  the  forgivenefs  of  his 
enemies  when  they  were  in  the  highefl:  a£l  of  provocation 
that  ever  they  perpetrated,  viz.  nailing  him  to  the  crofs  : 
[Luke  xxiii.  34.]  6  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know 
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€  not  w  list  they  do.  — —  A  no  never  did  theie  appear  fuch 
an  111  fiance  of  love  to  men,  as  he  fhowed  when  on  earth, 
eipecially  in  going  through  his  lafl  iuirerings,  and  oflei- 
ing  ud  Ins  life  and  foul  for  them.  I  here  had  been  vciy 

o  i  ^  ..  # 

remarkable  manifeflations  of  love  in  lome  of  tne  taints, 
as  in  the  Apoltles  Paul,  John,  and  others  ;  but  the  love 
that  Ghrift  fhowed  them  011  earth,  as  much  exceeded  the 
love  of  all  other  men,  as  the  ocean  exceeds  a  filial  1  firearm 

(L) 

And 


(l)  The  excellency  of  Chriff  s  character.]  u  lie  fets  an 
example  of  the  mod  perfect  piety  to  God,  and  of  the  mod  ex¬ 
tend  ve  benevolence  and  the  mod  tender  compallion  to  men.  He 
does  not  merely  exhibit  a  life  of  drift  judice,  but  of  overflowing 
benignity.  His  temperance  has  not  the  dark  fhades  of  auderity  ; 
his  meeknefs  does  not  degenerate  into  apathy.  His  humility  is 
fignal,  amidd  a  fplendour  of  qualities  more  than  human.  His 
fortitude  is  eminent  and  exemplary,  in  enduring  the  mod  formi¬ 
dable  external  evils  and  the  (harped  aftual  fufferings :  his  pa¬ 
tience  is  invincible;  his  resignation  entire  and  abfolute.  Truth 
and  lincerity  thine  throughout  his  whole  conduct.  Though  of 
heavenly  defcent,  he  (hews  obedience  and  afteftion  to  his  earthly 
parents.  He  approves,  loves,  and  attaches  himfelf  to  amiable 
qualities  in  the  human  race.  Pie  refpefts  authority,  religious  and 
civil ;  and  he  evidences  regard  for  his  country  by  promoting  its 
mod  effential  good  in  a  painful  minidry  dedicated  to  its  fervice, 
by  deploring  its  calamities,  and  by  laying  down  his  life  for  its  be¬ 
nefit.  Every  one  of  his  eminent  virtues  is  regulated  by  confum- 
mate  prudence  ;  and  he  both  wins  the  love  of  his  friends,  and 
extorts  the  approbation  and  wonder  of  his  enemies. 

“  Never  was  a  charafter  at  the  fame  time  fo  commanding  and 
natural,  fo  refplendent  and  pleating,  fo  amiable  and  venerable* 
There  is  a  peculiar  contrad  in  it  between  an  awful  greatnefs,  dig¬ 
nity  and  majcdy,  and  the  mod  conciliating  lovehnefs,  tender* 
nefs,  and  foftneis.  He  now  converfes  with  prophets,  lawgivers, 
and  angels ;  and  the  next  indant  he  meekly  endures  the  dulnefs 
of  his  difciples  and  the  blafphemies  and  rage  of  the  multitude. 
He  now  calls  himfelf  greater  than  Solomon,  one  who  can  com¬ 
mand  legions  of  angels,  the  giver  of  life  to  whomfoever  he  plea- 
fetli,  the  Son  of  God,  who  fhall  fit  on  his  glorious  throne  to 
judge  the  world.  At  other  times  we  find  him  embracing  young 
children,  not  lifting  up  his  voice  in  the  dreets,  not  breaking 
the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quenching  the  fmoaking  flax ;  calling  his 
difciples,  not  lervants,  but  friends  and  brethren,  and  comforting 
them  with  an  exuberant  and  parental  a  ft  eft  ion.  Let  us  panfe  an 
indant,  and  fill  our  minds  with  the  idea  of  one  who  knew  all 

X  x  2  things 
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And  it  is  to  be  obferved*  that  all  the  virtues  which  ap- 
peared  in  Chrift  Phone  brighteft  in  the  dole  of  his  life, 
under  the  trials  he  then  met  with.  Eminent  virtue  al¬ 
ways  fhows  brighteft  in  the  fire.  Pure  gold  fhows  its 
purity  chiefly  in  the  furnace.  It  was  chiefly  under  thole 
trials  which  Chrift  underwent  in  the  clofe  of  his  life,  that 
his  love  to  God,  and  his  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  law ; 
his  fpirit  of  obedience,  humility,  and  contempt  of  the 
world  ;  his  patience,  meeknefs,  forgivenefs  towards  men, 
appealed.  Indeed  every  thing  that  Chrift  did  to  work 
out  redemption  for  us  appears  chiefly  in  the  clofe  of  his 
life.  Here  chiefly  appears  the  merit  of  his  fatisfa&ion,  and 
the  brightnefs  of  his  example. 

I  hus  we  have  taken  a  brief  view  of  the  things  where¬ 
by  the  purchafe  of  redemption  was  made  with  refpedl  to 
his  rightcoufnefs  that  appeared  in  them. — I  proceed  now, 

4.  To  take  a  view  of  them  with  refpedt  to  the  fatisf ac¬ 
tion  that  he  therebv  made  for  fin,  or  the  fujj'erings  and  hu¬ 
miliation  that  he  was  the  fubjedt  of  in  them,  on  our  ac¬ 
count.  And  here, 

(1.)  He  was  fubjedt  to  uncommon  humiliation  and 
buffering  in  his  infancy.  He  was  born  to  that  end  that 
he  might  die ;  and  therefore  he  did,  as  it  were,  begin  to  die 
as  loon  as  he  was  born.  His  mother  fullered  in  an  un¬ 
common  manner  in  bearing  him.  When  her  travail 
came  upon  her,  it  is  faid,  6  there  was  no  room  in  the  inn.' 
[Luke  ii.  7.]  She  was  forced  to  betake  herfelf  to  a  liable; 

things  heavenly  and  earthly,  fearched  and  laid  open  the  inmoft 
recedes  of  the  "heart,  rectified  every  prejudice,  and  removed  every 
miftake  of  a  moral  and  religious  kind  ;  by  a  word  exercifed  a  love- 
reignty  over  all  nature,  penetrated  the  hidden  events  of  futurity, 
gave  promifes  of  admillion  into  a  happy  immortality,  had  the 
keys  of  life  and  death,  claimed  an  union  with  the  Father  ;  and 
yet  was  pious,  mild,  gentle,  humble,  affable,  focial,  benevolent, 
friendly,  affedlionate.  Such  a  charadter  is  fairer  than  the  morn¬ 
ing  ftar.  Each  feparate  virtue  is  made  ffronger  by  oppofition  and 
contrail ;  and  the  union  of  fo  many  virtues  forms  a  brightnefs, 
which  fitly  reprefents  the  glory  of  that  God,  6  who  inhabited! 
6  light  inacceffible.”  [Bp.  Newcome’s  Obfervat.  on  our  Lord’s 
Conduct,  &cd] 

and 
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and  therefore  Chrift  was  born  in  the  place  of  the  bringing 
forth  of  beafls.  Thus  he  fuffered  in  his  birth,  as  though 
he  had  been  meaner  and  viler  than  a  man,  and  not  poffefied 
of  the  dignity  of  the  human  nature,  but  had  been  o f  the 
rank  of  the  brute  creatures.  And  we  may  conclude, 
that  his  mother’s  circumftances  in  other  refpefts  were 
proportionably  ftrait  and  difficult,  and  that  ihe  was  def- 
tjtute  of  the  conveniences  neceflary  for  fo  young  an  infant 
wliicli  others  were  wont  to  have  ;  for  want  of  which  the 
new-born  babe  without  doubt  fuffered  much. — 

And  befides,  he  was  perfecuted  in  his  infancy  :  they 
began  to  feek  his  life  as  foon  as  he  was  born.  Herod 
was  fo  defirous  to  kill  him,  that,  in  order  to  it,  he  killed 
all  the  children  in  Bethlehem,  and  in  all  the  coafts  there¬ 
of,  from  two  years  old  and  under.  [Matt.  ii.  16.]  And 
Chrift  fuffered  banifhment  in  his  infancy,  was  driven  out 
of  his  native  country  into  Egypt,  and  without  doubt  fuf¬ 
fered  much  by  being  carried  fo  long  a  journey,  when  he 
was  fo  young,  into  a  ftrange  country. 

{2.)  Chrift  was  fubjefl  to  great  humiliation  In  his  pri¬ 
vate  life  at  Nazareth  :  he  there  led  a  fervile  obfeure  life, 
in  a  mean  laborious  occupation  ;  for  he  is  called  not  only 
the  carpenter's  fon,  but  the  carpenter  :  [Mark  vk  3.]  4  Is 
6  not  this  the  carpenter ,  the  brother  of  James  and  Jofes, 

4  and  Juda,  and  Simeon  ?’  (m)  He,  by  hard  labour,  earned 
his  bread  before  he  ate  it,  and  fo  fuffered  that  curie  which 
God  pronounced  on  Adam,  [Gen.  iii.  13.]  4  In  the 
4  fweat  of  thy  face  fhalt  thou  eat  bread,’  Let  us  confi- 
der  how  great  a  degree  of  humiliation  the  glorious  Son  of 

(m)  u  It  is  no  uncommon  thing,  in  the  difpenfations  of  the 
only  wife  God,  to  keep  thofe  perfons  long  hidden  under  the  vail 
of  obfeurity,  whom  he  intends  fhall  make  the  mofl  illuflrious  ap¬ 
pearances  on  earth ;  and  that  thofe  whom  infinite  Wifdom  hath 
appointed  for  the  emancipation  or  redemption  of  others,  as  pre¬ 
paratory  to  that,  fhall  themfelves  experience  the  hardfhips  of  bon¬ 
dage,  toil,  and  labour ;  fo  that,  like  the  rifing  fun,  they  may 
more  vifibly  flied  their  light  upon,  and  fenhbly  communicate 
their  ufefulnefs  to,  a  benighted  world.  Thus  Mofes,  Jofeph, 
Gideon,  and  ...  he  who  was  laughed  to  fcorn,  and  con  temp- 
tuoufly  (tiled,  4  The  carpenter,  the  ion  of  Mary.”  [Y.  j 

God 
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God,  the  creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  was  fubjeft  to  in 
this,  that  for  about  thirty  years  he  fhould  live  a  private 
obfcuie  life,  and  ail  this  while  be  overlooked,  and  not 
more  regarded  than  other  labouring  men.  Chrifc’s  hu¬ 
miliation  in  tli  s  iclpecl  was  greater  m  his  private  life, 
than  in  the  time  of  his  public  miniftry.  There  were 
many  mam  reflations  of  his  glory  in  the  word  he  preach - 
ej,  and  the  great  miracles  he  wrought  :  but  the  flrft 
thirty  years  of  his  life  he  fpent  among  mean,  ordinary 
men,  as  it  were  in  filence,  without  thofe  manifeftations 
of  his  glory,  or  any  thing  to  diftinguifh  him  except  the 
fpotlefs  purity  and  eminent  holmefs  of  his  life  ;  and  that 
was  in  a  great  meaiure  hid  in  ohfcurity  ;  fo  that  he  was 
little  taken  notice  of  till  alter  his  baptifm. 

(3.)  Chrift  was  the  fubjeft  of  great  humiliation  and 
fuffering  during  his  public  life,  from  his.  baptifm  till  the 
night  wherein  he  was  betrayed,  (n)  As  particularly, 

He  iultered  great  poverty ,  fo  that  he  had  not  4  where  to 
*  lay  nis  head,’  [Matt.  viii.  20.]  and  commonly  ufed  to 
lodge  abroad  in  the  open  air,  for  want  of  a  flicker  to  be¬ 
take  himfelf  to  ;  [compare  the  following  places  together, 
Matt.  viii.  20.  ;  John  xviii.  1,  2.  ;  Luke  xxi.  37. — xxii. 
39.]  So  that  what  was  fpoken  of  Chrift  in  Canticles,  [v. 
2.]  4  My  head  is  filled  with  dew,  and  my  locks  with  the 
‘  drops  of  the  night,’  was  literally  fulfilled.  And  through 
this  poverty  he  was  doubtlefs  often  pinched  with  hunger, 
and  thirft,  and  cold.  [See  Matt.  iv.  2. — xxi.  18.]  His 
mother  and  natural  relations  were  poor,  and  not  able  to 


(n)  Jesus  suffered.]  “  The  Gentiles  acknowledged  it, 
the  Jews  triumphed  at  it.  ...  If  hunger  and  thirft,  if  revilings 
and  contempt,  if  forrows  and  agonies,  if  ftripes  and  buffettings, 
if  condemnation  and  crucifixion,  be  fuffering,  Jefus  fuffer  ed.  If 
the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  if  the  weight  of  our  fins,  if  the  ma¬ 
lice  of  man,  if  the  machinations  of  Satan,  if  the  hand  of  God, 
could  make  him  fuffer,  our  Saviour  fffercd,  If  the  annals  of 
times,  if  the  writings  of  his  apoftles,  if  the  death  of  his  martyrs, 
if  the  confeffion  of  Gentiles,  if  the  feoffs  of  the  Jews  be  teftimo- 
.nies,  Jefus  fujjcred.  Nor  was  there  ever  any  which  thought  he  did 
not  really  and  truly  fuffer ,  but  fuch  as  without  irritationally  pre¬ 
tended  that  he  was  not  really  and  truly  man”  [Bp.  Pearson, 
on  the  Creed,  Art.  4.] 

help 
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help  him  ;  and  he  was  maintained  by  the  charity  of  fome 
of  his  difciples  while  he  lived.  So  we  read  [Luke  viii. 
2 ,  3.]  of  4  certain  women  that  followed  him,  and  minii- 
4  tered  to  him  of  their  fubftance.’  He  was  fo  poor,  that 
he  was  not  able  to  pay  the  tribute  that  was  demanded  of 


him,  without  miracle.  [Matt.  xvii.  27.J  And  when  he 

\ 

ate  his  laid  paffover,  it  was  not  at  his  own  charge,  but  at 
the  charge  of  another.  [Luke  xxii.  7,  &c.]  Alfo  from 
his  poverty  he  had  no  grave  of  his  own  to  be  buried  in. 
It  was  the  manner  of  the  Jews,  uniefs  they  were  very 
poor,  to  prepare  themfelves  a  fepulchre  while  they  lived  ; 
but  Chrift  had  no  land  of  his  own,  though  he  was  pof- 
feffor  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  and  therefore  was  buried  by 
Jofeph  of  Arimathea’s  charity,  and  in  his  tomb,  which 
he  had  prepared  for  himfelf. 

He  fuffercd  great  hatred  and  reproach.  4  He  was  de~ 

4  fpifed  and  rejected  of  men.’  He  was  by  mold  efteemed 
a  poor  infignificant  perfon  ;  one  of  little  account,  Righted 
for  his  low  parentage,  and  his  mean  city,  Nazareth.  He 
was  reproached  as  a  glutton  and  drunkard,  a  friend  of  pub¬ 
licans  and  tinners  ;  was  called  a  deceiver  of  the  people  ; 
fometimes  a  madman,  a  Samaritan,  and  one  poiTefTed  with 
a  devil.  [John  vii.  20. — viii.  48. — x.  20.]  Pie  was  called 
a  blafphemer,  and  accounted  by  many  a  wizzard,  or  one 
that  wrought  miracles  by  the  black  art,  and  by  communi¬ 
cation  with  Beelzebub.  They  excommunicated  him,  and 
agreed  to  excommunicate  any  man  that  fhould  own  him. 
[John  ix.  22.]  They  wifhed  him  dead,  and  were  continu¬ 
ally  Peeking  to  murder  him  ;  fometimes  by  force,  and 
fometimes  by  craft.  They  often  took  up  hones  to  hone 
him,  and  once  led  him  to  the  brow  of  a  hill,  intending  to 
throw  him  down  the  precipice,  to  dafh  him  to  pieces 
againh  the  rocks.  [Luke  iv.  29.] — He  was  thus  hated  and 
reproached  by  his  own  vifible  people  :  f  John  i.  1  i.j  4  Pie 
came  to  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not.’  And 
he  was  principally  defpifed  and  hated  by  thofe  who  were 
in  chief  repute,  and  were  the  greatefc  men.  But  into 
v,  hatever  part  of  the  land  he  went,  he  met  with  hatred 
and  contempt.  He  met  with  thefe  in  Qapernaum,  and 

when 
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when  he  went  to  Jericho  ;  at  Jerufaleiti,  which  was  the 
holy  city,  when  he  went  to  the  temple  to  worfhip ;  alfo 
in  Nazareth,  his  own  city,  and  among  his  own  relations, 
and  neighbours. 

o 

He  buffered  the  buffettlngs  of  Satan  in  an  uncommon 
manner.  We  read  [Matt.  iv.  i.— n.]  of  one  time  in 
particular,  when  he  had  a  long  confhdf  with  the  devil, 
when  he  was  in  the  wildernefs  forty  days,  with  nothing 
but  wild  beails  and  devils  ;  and  was  fo  expo  fed  to  the 
devil’s  power,  that  he  was  bodily  carried  about  by  him 
from  place  to  place,  while  he  was  otherwife  in  a  very 
buffering  Rate,  (o) 

(4.)  I  come  now  to  the  evening  of  the  night  wherein  he 
was  betrayed.  And  from  this  time  was  his  greateft  humilia¬ 
tion  and  buffering,  by  which  principally  he  made  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  juftice  of  God  for  the  fins  of  men.  Firft,  his  life 
was  fold  by  one  of  his  own  difciples  for  thirty  pieces  of 
fiiver,  which  was  the  price  of  the  life  of  a  fervant,  [Exod, 
xxi.  32.]  Then  he  was  in  fuch  a  dreadful  agony  in  the 

(o)  Chrift  tempted  of  the  devil.']  This  extraordinary  event 
has  been  much  the  fubjedt  of  infidel  ridicule ;  and  fome  inge¬ 
nious  writers,  to  avoid  the  difficulties  of  a  literal  interpretation, 
have  reduced  the  whole  to  vifion  and  allegory ;  and  thus  involved 
it,  as  we  apprehend,  in  far  more  and  greater.  We  humbly  con¬ 
ceive,  that  the,  bed  way  to  avoid  difficulties  on  this,  and  many 
other  parts  of  facred  writ,  is  to  adhere  as  clofe  as  poffible  to  the 
language  of  infpiration,  lince  the  additions  of  puzzled  commen¬ 
tators  often  add  abfurdity  to  remove  doubts.  That  when  our 
Lord  retired  to  the  interior  part  of  the  wildernefs,  the  enemy  of 
mankind  fhould  affume  a  difguife,  (whether  human  or  angelic,  is 
not  important)  and  prefent  the  moil  plauiible  temptation  to  our 
Redeemer  under  thefe  trying  circumftances,  is  perfectly  continent 
with  the  malevolence  of  his  character ;  but  how  far  he  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  exert  his  power  in  forming  them,  is  not  neceffary  to  be 
inquired.  The  grand  objedtion  is,  why  was  Satan  buffered  thus 
to  infult  the  Son  of  God  ?  Wherefore  did  the  Redeemer  buffer  his 
ffate  of  retirement  to  be  thus  diffurbed,  with  the  malicious  fug* 
geftions  of  the  fiend  ?  The  great  apoffle  furnifhes  an  anfwer, 
equally  pertinent  and  confolatory — -c  He  was  tempted  in  all  points 
‘  like  as  we  are — that  he  might  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our 
*  infirmities — and  himfelf  having  buffered  being  te?npted ,  he  is  able 
<  to  face  our  them  that  are  tempted,’  [See  Heb,  ii,  iS. — iv.  15.] 

4  '  [L  N,J 
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garden,  that  there  came  fuch  a  horror  upon  his  foul, 
that  he  began  to  be  forrowful  and  very  heavy,  and  laid, 
[Mark  xiv.  34,  34.]  his  4  foul  was  exceeding  forrowful, 
4  even  unto  death,  and  was  fore  amazed.’  (?)  So  violent 
was  the  agony  of  his  foul,  as  to  force  the  blood  through 
the  pores  of  his  ikin  ;  fo  that  he  was  overwhelmed  with 
amazing  forrow,  his  body  was  covered  with  blood.  The 
difciples,  who  ufed  to  be  his  friends  and  family,  now 
appear  cold,  and  unconcerned  for  him  at  the  time  his 
Father’s  face  is  hid  from  him.  Judas,  whom  he  had  treat¬ 
ed  as  one  of  his  family,  or  familiar  friends,  comes  and 
betrays  him  in  the  moft  deceitful,  treacherous  manner. 
The  officers  and  foldiers  apprehend  and  bind  him  His 
difciples  forfake  him  and  flee,  inlfead  of  comforting  him 
in  his  d  iff  re  fs.  He  is  led  as  a  malefactor  before  the  prieils 
and  feribes,  his  mortal  enemies,  that  they  might  fet  as 
his  judges  ;  and  they  fet  up  all  night,  to  enjoy  the  plea- 
fure  of  infulting  him,  now  they  had  got  him  into  their 
hands.  But  became  they  aimed  at  nothing  fhort  of  his 
life,  they  fet  themfelves  to  find  fome  colour  to  put  him  to 
death,  and  feek  for  witneffes  againft  him.  (qj  When  none 

appeared, 

(p)  Chrijl  exceeding  forrowful.']  u  To  heighten  our  idea 
of  this  diffrefs,  the  evangeliffs  make  ufe  of  the  moll  forcible 
words,  4  He  was  feized  with  the  moll  alarming  aftomjhmetit^  [>jp- 
4  faro  sxfbqx SWSat]  He  was  overwhelmed  with  infupportable  dejec- 
4  tioriy  [oA/xoveiv]  He  was  bejieged  on  all  tides,  as  it  were  with  an 
4  army  of  invading  farrows ,  rof]  He  wreftled, ,  amidff  flrong 

c-  cries  and  tears,  not  only  with  the  malice  of  men  and  rage  of  de- 
4  vils,  but  with  the  infinitely  more  dreaded  indignation  of  God  : 

4  He  wreftled  even  unto  an  agony  [sv  ayvnof\  of  lpirit.5  All  thefe 
circumftances  of  horror  and  anguifh  conftitute  what  a  celebrated 
poet  very  juftly  ftiles, 

4  A  weight  of  woe,  more  than  ten  worlds  can  bear,” 

[Hervey,  Theron  and  Afp.  Vol.  i.  Dial.  4.] 

(oj  Let  this  cup  pafs  from  mef\  44  This  was  the  voice  not 
only  of  reftgnation,  but  of  acquiefcence  and  complacency.  Such 
a  deprecatory  requeft,  put  up  with  fo  much  earneftnefs,  yet  with 
fo  much  fubmiffion,  betrayed  not  any  weaknefs  of  mind ;  it  only 
[hewed  the  reality  of  our  Lord’s  manhood;  that  his  fenfations 
>yere  exactly  like  ours ;  that  he  affeCted  no  ftoical  apathy,  but 
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appeared,  they  employed  fome  to  bear  falfe  witnefs  ;  and 
when  their  witnefs  did  not  agree  together,  then  they  ex¬ 
amined  him,  to  catch  fomething  out  of  his  own  mouth. 
They  hoped  he  would  fay,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God, 
and  then  they  thought  they  fhould  have  enough.  And 
when  he  was  filent  they  adjured  him  in  the  name  of  God, 
to  Gy  whether  he  was  or  not.  When  he  confefled  this, 
they  fuppofed  they  had  enough,  then  it  was  a  time  of 
rejoicing  with  them,  which  they  fhow,  by  intuiting  him, 
fpitting  in  his  face,  blindfolding  and  buffetting  him,  and 
then  bidding  him  prophefy  who  it  was  that  ftruck  him  ; 
thus  ridiculing  him  for  pretending  to  be  a  prophet.  And 
the  very  fervants  have  a  hand  in  the  cruel  fport :  [Mark 
xiv.  65.]  4  And  the  fervants  did  Hr  ike  him  with  the 
6  palms  of  their  hands.’ 

During  the  fufferings  of  that  night,  Peter,  one  of  the 
chief  of  his  own  difcipfes,  appears  alhamed  to  own  him, 
and  denies  and  renounces  him  with  oaths  and  curfes- 
And  after  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  had  fmifhed  the 
night  in  fo  fhamefully  abiding  him,  when  the  morning 
was  come,  which  was  the  morning  of  the  mo  ft  wonder¬ 
ful  day  that  ever  was,  they  led  him  away  to  Pilate,  to  be 
condemned  to  death  by  him,  becaufe  they  had  not  the 
power  of  life  and  death  in  their  own  hands.  He  is 
brought  before  Pilate’s  judgement  feat,  and  there  the 
priefts  and  elders  accede  him  as  a  traitor.  And  when 
Pilate,  upon  examining  into  the  matter,  declared  he 
found  no  fault  in  him,  the  Jews  were  but  the  more  tierce 
and  violent  to  have  him  condemned.  Upon  which  Pilate, 
after  clearing  him,  very  unjuftly  brings  him  to  a  fecond 
trial  ;  and  then  not  finding  any  thing  againft  him,  acquits 
him  again.  Pilate  treats  him  as  a  poor  worthlefs  fellow  ; 
but  is  afhamed  on  fo  little  pretence  to  condemn  him  as  a 
traitor, 

willingly  endured,  not  proudly  defpiied,  tribulation  and  anguifh. 
It  demonftrated  likewife,  beyond  the  power  of  defcription,  the 
extreme  feverity  and  almoft  infuppqrtable  weight  of  our  Re» 
deemers  affiidiions.”  [Ibid,] 
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And  then  he  was  fent  to  Herod  to  be  tried  by  him,  and 
was  brought  before  his  judgement  feat  ,  his  enemies  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  virulently  acculing  him  as  a  traitor,  or  one 
that  would  fet  up  for  a  king;  but  he  confiders  him  as  Pilate 
did,  as  a  poor  creature,  not  worthy  to  be  taken  .notice 
of,  and  does  but  make  a  mere  jell:  of  the  Jews,  acculing 
him  as  a  dangerous  perfon  to  Caefar,  as  one  that  was  in 
danger  of  betting  up  to  be  a  king  againft  him  ;  and  there  > 
lore,  in  derilion,  dreffes  him  in  a  mock  robe,  makes; 
fport  of  him,  and  fends  him  back  through  the  llreets  of 
Jerufalem,  to  Pilate,  with  it  on. 

Then  the  Jews  prefer  Barabbas  before  him,  and  are 
inftant  and  violent  with  loud  voices  to  Pilate,  to  cru¬ 
cify  him.  So  Pilate  after  he  had  cleared  him  twice,  and 
Herod  once,  very  unrighteoufly  brings  him  on  trial  the 
third  time.  Chrift  was  flripped  and  fcourged  :  thus  he 
gave  his  4  back  to  the  finite rs, 7  [Ifa.  1.  6.]  After  that, 
thoughPilate  Hill  declared  that  he  found  no  fault  in  him  ; 
yet  fo  unjult  was  he,  that  for  fear  of  the  Jews  he  delivered 
him  to  be  crucified.  But  before  they  execute  the  fen- 
tence,  his  fpiteful  and  cruel  enemies  again  infult  and 
torture  him.  They  If  ripped  him,  and  put  on  him  a 
Icarlet  robe,  place  a  reed  in  his  hand,  and  a  crown  of 
thorns  on  his  head.  Both  Jews  and  Roman  foldiers  were 
united  in  the  tranfaflion  ;  they  bow  their  knees  before 
him,  and  in  derifion  cry,  4  Hail,  King  of  the  Jews.’  They 
tpit  upon  him  alfo,  and  took  the  reed  out  of  his  hand, 
and  fmote  him  on  the  head.  After  this  they  led  him 
away  to  crucify  him,  and  made  him  carry  his  own  crofs, 
till  he  funk  under  it,  his  Ifrength  being  fpent  ;  and  then 
they  laid  it  on  one  Simon  a  Cyrenian.  [Mat.  xxvii.  32.] 
At  length,  being  come  to  Mount  Calvary,  they  exe¬ 
cute  the  fentence  which  Pilate  had  fo  unrighteoufly  pro¬ 
nounced.  1  hey  nailed  him  to  the  crofs  by  liis  hands  and 
feet,  then  raife  it  ereff,  and  fix  one  end  in  the  ground, 
he  being  Hill  fufpended  on  it  by  the  nails  which  pierced 
his  hands  and  feet.  And  now  Chriff’s  bufferings  are  come 
to  the  extremity  ;  now  the  cup  which  lie  fo  earneflly 

Y  y  2  prayed. 
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prayed  that  it  might  pafs  from  him,  (r)  is  come,  and  he- 
miiil,  he  does  drink,  it.  [Ifa.  xxvi.  39.]  In  thofe  days  cru¬ 
cifixion  was  the  moll  tormenting  death  by  which  any 
were  executed.  There  was  no  death  wherein  the  perfon 
expired  fo  much  of  mere  torment  :  and  hence  the  Roman 
word,*  which  dignifies  torment ,  is  taken  from  this  kind 
of  death. — And  befides  what  our  Lord  endured  in  this 
excruciating  death  in  his  body,  he  endured  vaflly  more 
in  his  loul.  Now  was  that  travail  of  his  foul,  of  which 
we  read  in  the  prophet  ;  now  it  p leafed  God  to  bruife 
him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief  ;  now  4  he  poured  out  his 
*  foul  unto  death,’  [Ifa.  liii.  10.]  And  if  the  mere  fore¬ 
thought  of  this  cup  made  him  fweat  blood,  how  much 
more  dreadful  and  excruciating  muff  the  drinking  of  it 
have  been  !  Many  martyrs  have  endured  much  in  their 
bodies,  while  their  fouls  have  been  joyful,  and  have  fung 
for  joy,  whereby  they  have  been  lupported  under  the  buf¬ 
ferings  of  their  outward  man,  and  have  triumphed  over 
them.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  Chrilt  ;  he  had 
no  fuch  fupport  :  but  his  bufferings  were  chiefly  thofe  of 
the  mind,  though  the  others  were  extremely  great. 

Now  under  all  thebe  bufferings  the 'jews  frill  mock 
him;  and  wagging  their  heads  fay,  [Matt,  xxvii.  40.] 

6  Thou  that  deflroyell  the  temple  and  buildeil  it  in  three 
‘  days,  lave  thyfelf :  if  thou  lie  the  Son  of  God,  come 
down  from  the  crols.’  Even  the  chief  prieils,  feribes, 
and  elders,  joined  in  the  cry,  faying,  6  He  laved  others, 

(r)  The  Jews  fought  a  pretence  for  the  death  of  Chrtfi, ] 
It  is  laid  in  the  Mijhna ,  that  before  any  one  was  punilhed  for  a 
capital  crime,  proclamation  was  made  by  the  public  crier,  44  That 
if  any  perfon  could  teftify  the  innocence  of  the  prifoner,  they 
might  come  forward  and  declare  it.”  On  which  the  Gemara  of 
Babylon  adds,  that  44  at  the  death  of  Jefus  this  proclamation  was 
made  for  40  days,  but  no  defence  could  be  found.”  But  we 
know  this  latter  affertion  to  be  falfe,  and  perhaps  the  in j uFrice  of 
this  ufual  privilege  being  denied  him,  is  alluded  to  by  our  Lord 
himfelf,  [John  xviik  20,  21.]  4  I  ipake  openly  to  the  world  .... 

1  Why  a  Ike  ft  thou  me  ?  alk  them  which  heard  me,  what  I  laid 
£  unto  them  ;  behold,  they  know  what  1  laid.  *  [LowthL  Ilaiah, 
p.  241 .  Compare  Note  u,  p.  2 49. 1 

*  Crucial  us, 

4  himfelf 
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*  himfelf  he  cannot  fave.’  (s)  And  probably  the  devil  at 
the  fame  time  tormented  him  to  the  utmoil  of  his  power; 
and  hence  it  is  laid,  [Luke  xxii.  53.]  4  This  is  your 
4  hour,  and  the  power  ot  darknefs.’ 

Under  tbefe  fufferings,  Chrift  having  cried  out  once 
and  again  with  a  loud  voice,  at  lafl  he  faid,  4  it  is  finilhed, 
4  [John  xix.  20,]  and  bowed  the  head,  and  gave  up  the 
4  ghoiV  (t)  And  thus  was  finifhed  the  greateft  work 

that 

(s)  Himself  he  cannot  fave*']  So  Celsus,  that  bitter  enemy 
of  Chriftianity,  tauntingly  cries,  44  Why,  in  the  name  of  wonder, 
does  he  not  on  this  occafion,  at  leaf!,  a£t  the  God  ?  Why  does 
he  not  deliver  himfelf  from  this  blocking  ignominy,  or  execute 
fome  fignal  vengeance  on  the  author  of  iuch  impious  and  abu- 
live  infill ts,  both  of  himfelt  and  his  Father  r” — Why,  Celfus  t 
Becaufe  on  his  death  depends  the  falvation  of  mankind,  and 
thereby  is  purchafed  that  pardon  which  the  gofpel  proclaims^* 
finners,  fuch  as  Celfus. 

“  There  hangs  all  human  hope,  that  nail  fupports 

The  falling  univerfe ” - - - *  Young. 

44  You  indeed,  (continues  the  heathen)  take  upon  you  to  de¬ 
ride  the  images  of  our  deities ;  but  if  Bacchus  himfelt,  or  Her* 
cules  had  been  prefent,  you  would  not  have  dared  to  offer  fuch  an 
affront ;  or,  if  you  had  been  fo  prefumptuous,  would  have  fe* 
verely  fmarted  for  your  infolence.”  Yes,  Celfus  ;  fuch  is  the  re¬ 
vengeful  fpirit  of  your  gods ;  but  Jefus  exhibits  an  inffance  of 
patience,  meeknefs,  and  compaffion  equally  oppofite  to  your  tem¬ 
per  and  that  of  your  fanguinary  idols.  [Vide  Orig.  contra  Celf. 
81.  404.]  "  _  .  [P.] 

(t)  He  gave  up  the  gh  of,']  The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Fergu¬ 
son  has  fhewn,  from  accurate  affronomical  obfervations,  that  the 
day  on  which  our  Lord  was  crucified,  was  44  the  14th  of  the 
month  Nifan ,  anfwering  (in  that  year)  to  the  3d  of  April,  ...  * 
in  the  33d  year  of  his  age,”  fince  that  was  the  only  year  in  which 
the  paffover  fell  on  a'Friday,  44  between  the  20th  and  40th  year 
of  the  vulgar  sera  of  Chrift’s  birth.” 

The  lame  philofopher  has  obferved,  that  the  darknefs  which 
covered  the  land  at  this  time,  could  not  be  a  natural  one,  becaule 
the  iun  can  never  be  eclipfed  in  a  natural  way  but  at  the  time  of 
new  moon,  and  our  Saviour  was  crucified  at  the  time  of  the  pad- 
over,  when  the  moon  was  full ;  we  have  another  proof  of  this 
from  the  continuance  of  that  darknefs  for  three  hours  ;  for  the 
fun  can  never  be  eclipfed  totally  in  a  natural  way  for  more  than 
five  minutes  of  time  to  any  one  place  of  the  earth. — How  dread¬ 
fully  folemn  was  this  feene  ! 

44  The  fun  beheld  it— No,  the  (hacking  feene 

Drove 
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that  ever  was  clone  ;  now  the  angels  beheld  the  moflwon- 
derl ul  hght  that  ever  was  feen  :  now  was  accomplifhed  the 
main  tiling  that  had  been  pointed  at  by  the  various  infti- 
tutions  of  the  ceremonial  law,  and  by  all  the  typical  dif- 
pc illations  and  by  all  the  iacrifices  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  (u) 

Chrift  being  thus  brought  under  the  power  of  death, 
continued  under  it  till  the  morning  of  the  next  day  but 
one  ;  (w)  and  then  was  fmifhed  that  great  work,  the  pur- 

chafe 

Drove  back  his  chariot ;  midnight  veil’d  his  face  : 

....  Not  fuch  as  nature  makes  ; 

A  midnight,  nature  fhudder’d  to  behold  ; 

A  midnight  new,  a  dread  eclipfe  (without 
Oppofing  fpheres)  from  her  Creator’s  frown! 

Sun,  didft  thou  fly  thy  Maker’s  pain  ?  or  flart 
At  that  enormous  load  of  human  guilt, 

Which  bowr’d  his  blelfed  head  ;  o’erwhelm’d  his  crofs  : 

Made  groan  the  creature ;  burft  earth’s  marble  womb 
With  pangs,  ftrange  pangs !  deliver'd  of  her  dead  ? 

Hell  howl’d ;  and  heav’n  that  hour  let  fall  a  tear; 

Heav’n  wept  that  man  might  fmile  !  heav’n  bled  that  man 
Might  never  die  !” - 

[Young’s  Night  Thoughts,  IV.] 
(u)  T’he  types  now  all  accomplijhed .]  44  In  this  hour,  the 

tong  feries  of  prophecies,  viflons,  types,  and  figures  was  accom- 
plifhed  ;  this  was  the  center  in  which  they  all  met ;  this  the  point 
towards  which  they  had  tended  and  verged  throughout  the  courfe 
of  fo  many  generations.  You  behold  the  law  and  the  prophets 
Handing,  if  we  may  fpeak  fo,  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs,  and  doing 
homage.  You  behold  Moles  and  Aaron  bearing  the  ark  of  the 
covenant ;  David  and  Elijah  prefenting  the  oracle  of  teftimony. 
You  behold  all  the  priefts  and  facrifices,  all  the  rites  and  ordi¬ 
nances,  all  the  types  and  fvmbols,  affembled  together  to  receive 
their  confummation.  Without  the  death  of  Chrift,  the  worfhip 
and  ceremonies  of  the  law  would  have  remained  a  pompous,  but 
unmeaning  inftitution.  In  the  hour  when  he  was  crucified,  4  the 
c  book  with  the  feven  feals’  was  opened.  Every  rite  afiumed  its 
fignificancy,  every  prediction  met  its  event,  every  fymbol  difplay- 
ed  its  correfpondence.”  [Blair’s  Sermons,  Vol.  I.  Ser.  5.] 

(  w )  Chrift  continued  under  the  power  of  death .  ]  During  this 
period,  fome  have  fuppofed  our  Lord  defeended  below  the  grave, 
and  4  preached  to  the  fpiritsf — either  in  limbus  patrum,  purgatory, 
or  even  hell  itfelf.  The  two  former  of  thefe  opinions  have  been 
maintained  by  Popifli  writers,  and  fufticiently  anfwered  by  Fro- 
teftants  :  but  the  latter  notion  fuppofes  that  Chrift  after  his  death 

went 
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chafe  of  onr  redemption  ;  for  which  Rich  great  prepa¬ 
ration  had  been  made  from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 

Then 

t 

went  down  among  the  damned,  preached  falvation  there,  and  ac¬ 
tually  converted  and  delivered  many  of  the  unhappy  l'pirits  therein 
confined.  The  text  here  alluded  to  [I.  Pet.  iii.  19,  20.]  has  been 
already  cited,  with  Dr.  Doddridge' s  ingenious  paraphrafe,  Note  n, 
page  106,  where  we  promifed  to  conlider  this  extraordinary  opi¬ 
nion,  againE  which  the  following  objections  appear  to  us  impor¬ 
tant  and  decilive. 

1 .  The  fpirit  4  by  which  he  went  and  preached,’  was  not  ChriE’s 
human  foul,  but  a  divine  nature,  or  rather  the  Holy  Spirit,  4  by 
4  which’  he  was  quickened ,  and  railed  from  the  dead. 

2.  ChriE  when  on  the  crols  promifed  the  penitent  thief  his  pre¬ 
fence  that  day  in  Paradife,  and  accordingly  when  he  died  committed 
his  foul  into  his  heavenly  Father’s  hand  ;  in  heaven,  therefore,  and 
not  in  hell,  we  are  to  feek  the  feparate  fpirit  of  our  Redeemer  in 
tiiis  period.  [Luke  xxiii.  43,  46.] 

3.  Had  our  Lord  defcended  to  preach  falvation  to  the  damned, 
there  is  no  fuppofeable  reafon  why  the  unbelievers  in  Noah’s  time 
only  fhould  be  mentioned,  rather  than  thole  of  Sodom,  and  the 
unhappy  multitude  who  died  in  fin. 

4.  Granting  the  faCt,  that  our  Saviour  defcended  into  hell,  (of 
which  in  a  fubfequent  note)  we  have  no  intimation  of  his  preach¬ 
ing  being  attended  with  any  more  fuccefs  than  that  of  his  fervant 
Noah.  Some,  indeed,  were  railed  from  the  dead  at  this  time,  and 
no  doubt  thefe  would  have  been  taken  for  fome  of  the  unhappy 
fpirits  relealed,  and  permitted  to  return  to  earth,  had  not  the  fcrip- 
ture  expreflly  told  us  that  thev  were  the  bodies  of  faints .  [Matt, 
xxvii.  ^2.] 

5.  So  tar  from  any  intimation  of  fuch  deliverance,  St.  Jude, 
fubfequent  to  this,  mentions  the  tinners  of  Sodom  fufferino-  the 
vengeance  of  eternal  fire  :  and  both  the  apoEles  Jude  and  Peter 
mention  the  Sodomites,  the  Ifraelites  that  periflied  for  the  ir  rebel¬ 
lion  in  the  wildernefs,  the  fallen  angels,  and  impenitent  tinners  in 
genera],  as  involved  in  one  common  ruin,  and  referved  to  the 
4  day  of  judgement  to  be  punijhedf  and  the  latter  includes  the 
inhabitants  of  the  old  world  among  the  reE.  [See  [ude  5 — 8. 
II.  Pet.  ii.  4 — 9.] 

6.  Our  Lord  is  exprefs,  that  4  he  that  believeth  fliall  never  come 

into  condemnation — fliall  never  perifh  ;’  and  4  he  that  believeth 

n°t ?  Eiall  not  fee  life,’ — not  come  vohere  he  is.  [  John  iii.  36. _ 

v-  24* — yiii*  2I-]  This  we  fliall  have  occafion  to  notice  farther 
near  the  clofe  of  this  work. 

Is  it  faid  that  the  propofed  fentiment  exceedingly  glorifies  the 
Redeemer,  and  greatly  adds  to  the  triumph  of  his  refurreCtion  ? 
far  be  it  from  us  to  leflen  the  Redeemer’s  honour  :  but  let  us  not 
drefs  up  the  pageants  of  our  imagination  to  grace  his  victory. 

The 
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I  hen  was  finifhed  all  that  was  required  in  order  to  ful¬ 
fill  the  threatening^  of  the  law,  and  all  that  was  necef- 
fary  in  order  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice  ;  then  the  utmoft 
that  vindictive  juftice  demanded,  even  the  whole  debt,  was 
paid.  Then  was  finifhed  the  whole  of  the  purchafe  of 
eternal  life.  , 


IMPROVEMENT  of  PERIOD  II. 

IN  furveving  the  hiftory  of  redemption,  we  have  now 
fhown  how  this  work  was  carried  on  through  the  two  firil 
periods  into  which  we  divided  it,  from  the  fall  to  the  in¬ 
carnation  of  Chrift,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
time  of  ChrilVs  humiliation  ;  and  have  particularly  ex¬ 
plained  how  in  the  firft  of  thefe  periods  God  prepared  the 
way  for  ChrilVs  appearing  and  purchafing  redemption  ; 
and  how,  in  the  fecond  period,  that  purchafe  wTas  made 
and  finifhed,  I  would  now  add  fome  improvement  of 
what  has  been  faid  on  both  thefe  fubjedls  in  conjunction. 

\ .  I  begin  with  an  ufe  of  reproof ;  a  reproof  of  three 
things  ;  of  unbelief,  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  a  carelefs 
negledl  of  the  falvation  of  Chrift. 

(i.)  If  the  things  above  particularly  recited  be  true, 
how  greatly  do  they  reprove  thofe  who  do  not  believe  in, 
and  heartily  receive  the  Lord  Jel'us  Chrift  !  Perfons  may 
receive  him  in  profeffion,  and  may  wifh  that  they  had 
fome  of  thofe  benefits  that  Chrift  has  purchafed,  and  yet 
their  hearts  not  receive  him  :  they  may  be  fincere  in  no¬ 
thing  that  they  do  towards  him  ;  they  may  have  no  high 
efteem  of  him*  nor  any  real  refpedl  to  him.  Though 
their  hearts  have  been  opened  wide  to  others,  yet  Chrift 
has  always  been  fhut  out,  and  they  have  been  deaf  to  all 
his  imitations.  They  never  found  an  inclination  of 
heart  to  receive  him,  nor  would  they  ever  truft  in  him. 

The  apoftle  deferibing  the  magnificence  of  this  event  fays,  [Coh 
ii.  15.]  that  c  he  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers — made  a  fhew 
4  of  them  openly:’  blit  adds  nothing  of  the  fouls  delivered  from 
hell,  though  he  would  hardly  have  omitted  iuch  a  fad.  [G.  E.l 

Let 
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Let  me  now  call  upon  you,  to  consider  how  great  your 
fin,  in  thus  rejecting  Jefus  Chrift,  appears  to  he  from 
thole  things  that  have  been  Paid.  You  flight  the  glorious 
perlon,  for  whofe  coming  God  made  fuch  great  prepara¬ 
tions  in  fuch  a  feries  of  wonderful  providences  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world,  and  who,  after  all  things  were 
made  ready,  God  lent  into  the  world,  bringing  to  pafs  a 
thing  before  unknown,  viz.  the  union  of  the  divine  na¬ 
ture  with  the  human  in  one  perlon.  You  have  been 
guilty  of  flighting  that  great  Saviour,  who,  after  fuch 
preparation,  actually  accomplilhed  the  purchafe  of  re¬ 
demption  ;  and  who,  after  he  had  fpent  three  or  four 
and  thirty  years  in  poverty,  labour,  and  contempt,  in 
purchafing  redemption,  at  laft  finifhed  the  purchafe  by 
doling  his  life  under  fuch  extreme  fufferings  as  you  have 
heard  ;  (y)  and  io  by  his  death,  and  Continuing  for  a 
time  under  the  power  of  death,  completed  the  whole. 
This  is  the  Saviour  you  rejeft  and  defpife.  You  make  light 
of  all  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  and  all  the  love  of  a  Fa¬ 
ther,  in  fending  him  into  the  world,  and  the  Son’s  com¬ 
panion  in  tiie  whole  ot  this  affair.  That  precious  Hone 
tnat  God  hath  laid  in  Zion  tor  a  foundation  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and  by  fuch  wonderful  works  as  you  have  heard, 
is  a  Hone  fet  at  nought  by  you. 

Sinners  fometimes  are  ready  to  wonder  why  unbelief 
fliould  be  looked  upon  as  fuch  a  great  fin  :  but  if  you 
confider  what  you  have  heard,  how  can  you  wonder  ?  If 
it  be  fo,  that  this  is  fo  great  a  Saviour,  and  his  work  fo 

(  y  )  Cbriji  n  IE  d  under  extreme  fufferings.}  Some  have  ventured 
t°  compare  the  death  of  Socrates  with  that  of  Jesus  :  but  “  What 
an  infinite  diiproportion  is  there  between  them  !  The  death  of 
Socrates,  peaceably  philofophiting  with  his  friends,  appears  the 
moft  agreeable  that  could  be  wiflied  for  *  that  of  Jesus,  inluhed 
and  accufed  by  a  whole  nation,  is  the  moft  horrible  that  could  be 
tcaied.  Socrates ,  in  receiving  the  cup  of  poifon,  bleffed,  indeed, 
the  weeping  executioner  that  adminiftered  it ;  but  Jesus,  in  the 
nudft  of  excruciating  tortures,  prayed  for  his  mercilefs  tormen- 
^,s;— Yes’  ,!  xf  1‘te  and  death  of  Socrates  were  thofe  of  a  fare, 
tnc  lift  and  death  of  Jesus  were  thofe  of  a  God.  rRossE  iu\- 
Letter  to  the  Abp.  of  Paris.]  '  LKosslau  s. 
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great,  and  that  Rich  great  things  have  been  done  in  order 
t0,  it,  truly  there  is  no  caufe  of  wonder  that  the  rejection 
of  this  Chrift  is  ipoken  of  in  fcripture  as  a  fin,  fo  pro¬ 
voking  to  God,  and  attended  with  greater  aggravations 
than  the  worft  fins  of  the  heathen,  who  never  heard  of 
thofe  things,  nor  have  had  this  Saviour  offered  to  them. 

(2.)  What  has  been  faid,  affords  matter  of  reproof 
to  thofe  who,  initead  of  believing  in  Chrift,  trulf  in 
themfeives  for  falvation.  It  is  a  common  thing  with 
men  to  truft  in  their  prayers,  their  good  converfations, 
the  pains  tney  take  in  religion,  the  reformations  of  their 
L\es,  and  in  their  ielf-dcnial,  to  make  fome  atonement 
foi  their  fins,  and  to  recommend  themfeives  to  God. 

Confider  three  things  : 

[1.]  How  gieat  a  thing  that  is  which  you  take  upon 
you  .  though  you  are  poor,  worthlefs,  polluted  worms  of 
the  dull:;  yet  fo  airogant  are  you,  that  you  take  upon 
you  that  work  which  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  be¬ 
came  man  to  capacitate  himfelf  for  ;  and  in  order  to 
which  God  made  fo  great  preparation.  Confider  how 
vain  is  the  thought  which  you  entertain  of  vourfelf ; 
how  muff  fuch  arrogance  appear  in  the  fight  of  Chrift, 
whom  it  colt  lo  much  to  make  a  purchafe  of  falvation, 
when  it  was  not  to  be  obtained  even  by  him,  fo  great 
and  glorious  a  perfon,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  his  wading 
through  a  fea  of  blood,  and  palling  through  the  midft  of 
the  furnace  of  God's  wrath. 

L  —  *  J  ^  there  be  ground  for  you  to  truft,  as  you  do, 
in  your  own  righteoufnefs,  then  all  that  Chrift' did  to 
purchafe  falvation  when  on  earth,  and  all  that  God  did 
from  the  fall  of  man  to  that  time  to  prepare  the  wav  for 
it,  is  in  vain.  Y  our  lelf-righteoufnefs  charges  God  with 
the  greatefl  folly,  in  that  he  has  done  all  this  to  bring 
about  an  accomplilTiment  of  what  you  alone,  a  little  worm, 
with  your  poor  polluted  lervices,  are  iufficient  to  accom¬ 
pli.  For  if  you  can  appeafe  God’s  anger,  and  can 
commend  yourfelf  to  him  by  thele  means,  then  you  have 
no  need  of  Chrift  ;  but  he  is  dead  in  vain  :  [  Gal.  ii.  21.  j 
*  ~ff  righteoufnefs  come  by  the  law,  then  Chrift  is  dead  in 
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4  vain.’ — Alas !  how  blind  are  natural  men  !  How  vain 
are  the  thoughts  they  have  of  themfelves  !  How  ignorant 
of  their  own  littlenefs  and  pollution  !  How  do  they  ex¬ 
alt  themfelves  up  to  heaven  1  What  great  things  do  they 
aifume  to  themfelves  ! 

[3.]  You  that  truit  to  your  own  righteoufnefs,  arro¬ 
gate  to  yourfelves  the  honour  of  the  greateft  thing  that 
ever  God  himlelf  did;  not  only  as  if  you  were  fufficient 
to  perform  divine  works,  and  to  accomplifh  fome  of  the 
great  works  of  God  ;  but  fuch  is  your  pride  and  vanity, 
that  you  are  not  content  without  taking  upon  you  to  do 
the  greateji  work  that  ever  God  himfelf  wrought,  even 
the  work  of  redemption.  To  work  out  redemption  is 
a  greater  thing  than  to  create  a  world.  Confider  what  a 
figure  you  would  make,  if  you  fhould  attempt  to  deck 
yourfelf  with  majefty,  pretend  to  fpeak  the  word  of  power, 
and  call  an  univerfe  out  of  nothing;  yet  in  pretending  to 
work  out  redemption,  you  attempt  a  greater  thing. — You 
take  upon  you  to  do  the  moft  difficult  part  of  this  work, 
viz.  to  purchafe  redemption.  Chrift  could  accomplifh 
other  parts  of  this  work  without  coif,  or  difficulty :  but 
tins  pai t  coil  him  his  life,  as  well  as  innumerable  pains 
and  labours,  very  great  ignominy  and  contempt.  If  all 
tne  angeis  m  heaven  had  been  fufficient  for  this  work, 
would  God  have  fent  his  own  Son,  the  Creator  of  angels, 
into  the  world,  to  have  done  and  buffered  fuch  things^? 
What  felf-righteous  perfons  take  to  themfelves,  is  the 
fame  work  that  Chrift  was  engaged  in  when  he  was  in  his 
agony  and  bloody  fweat,  and  when  he  died  on  the  crofs. 
Their  felf-righteoufnefs  does,  in  effeft,  charge  Chrift’s 
offering  up  himfelf  in  thele  lufferings,  as  the  greateft  in- 
ftance  of  folly  that  ever  men  or  angels  faw,  inftead  of 
being  the  moft  glorious  difplay  of  the  divine  wifdom  and 
grace.  Yea,  felf-righteoufnefs  makes  all  that  Chrift  did 
and  fuffered  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  with 
all  that  God  did  in  the  difpenfations  of  his  providence 
fr°m  beginning,  nothing,  but  a  feene  of  the  moft 
wild,  extreme,  and  tranfeendent  folly. — Is  it  any  wonder, 
then,  that  a  fejf-righteous  fpirit  is  fo  reprefented  in  fcripl 
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ture,  and  fpoken  of,  as  that  which  is  inoft  fatal  to  the 
iouls  of  men  ?  Or  that  Cb, rift  was  fo  provoked  with  the 
Pharifees  and  others,  who  trufted  in  themfelves  that  they 
were  righteous,  and  were  proud  of  their  goodnefs,  and 
thought  that  their  own  perloimances  were  a  valuable  price 
of  God’s  favour  and  love? 

AjCl  pci  foils  hence  be  warned  againft  a  felf-righteous 
ipirit^  You  that  are  feeking  falvation,  and  taking  pains 
in  religion,  take  heed  that  you  do  not  truft  in  what  you 
do  ;  that  you  do  not  harbour  any  thoughts,  that  God 
ought  to  accept  or  what  you  do,  fo  as  to  be  inclined  by  it 
m  fome  meafure  to  forgive  you,  and  have  mercy  on  you  ; 
01  that  he  does  not  a  fit  juftly,  if  he  refufe  to  regard  your 
players  and  pains.  Such  complaining  of  God,  and  quar¬ 
relling  with  him,  for  not  taking  more  notice  of  your 
righteoufnefs,  plainly  fhows  that  you  are  guilty  of  all 
that  arrogance  that  has  been  fpoken  of,  thinking  yourfelf 
iufficient  to  offer  the  price  of  your  own  falvation. 

( 3*)  ^  hat  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  affords  mat- 
ter  of  reproof  to  thofe  who  careleflly  neglect  the  lalvation 
of  Curilt  ;  fuch  as  live  a  fenfual  life,  neglecting  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  religion,  and  the  falvation  of  their  own  fouls, 
having  their  minds  taken  up  about  the  gains,  the  vanities, 
and  plea  lures  of  the  world,  Let  me  here  apply  myfelf  to 
you  in  fome  expoftulatory  interrogations. 

L  i  *  ]  Shall  fo  many  prophets,  kings,  and  righteous 
men,  have  their  minds  taken  up  with  the  profpedf,  that 
die  purchafe  of  falvation  was  to  be  wrought  out  in  ages 
long  after  their  death  ;  and  will  you  negledt  it  when  ac¬ 
tually  accomplifhed  ?  You  have  heard  what  great  account 
the  church  in  all  ages  made  of  the  future  redemption  of 
Chrifl  ;  how  joyfully  they  expected  and  fpoke  of  it.  How 
much  did  Ifaiah,  Daniel,  and  other  prophets,  fpeak  con¬ 
cerning  this  redemption  !  How  did  David  employ  his 
voice  and  harp  in  celebrating  it,  and  the  glorious  difplay 
of  divine  grace  therein  exhibited  !  How  did  Abraham 
and  the  other  patriarchs  rejoice  in  the  profpedl  of  Chrifl’s 
day,  and  the  redemption  which  he  was  to  purchafe  ! 
And  even  the  faints  before  the  flood  were  elated  in  the 
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expe&ation  of  this  glorious  event,  though  it  was  then  lb 
long  future,  fo  faintly  and  obfcurely  revealed  to  them* 
Now  thefe  things  are  declared  to  you  as  adiually  fulfilled. 
The  church  has  feen  accompliihed  all  thofe  great  things 
which  they  fo  joyfully  prophefied  of.  And  yet,  when 
thefe  things  are  let  before  you  as  already  accompliihed, 
how  light  do  you  make  of  them  !  How  unconcerned  are 
you  about  them,  following  other  things,  not  fo  much 
as  feeling  any  intereft  in  them  !  Indeed  your  fin  is  ex¬ 
tremely  aggravated  in  the  fight  of  God.  God  has  put  you 
under  a  more  glorious  difpenfation  ;  has  given  you  a  more 
clear  revelation  of  Chrift  and  his  falvation  ;  and  yet  you 
neglect  all  thefe  advantages,  and  go  on  in  a  carelefs  courfe 
of  life,  as  though  nothing  had  been  done,  no  fuch  difco- 
very  had  been  made  you. 

[2.]  Have  the  angels  been  fo  engaged  about  this  fal¬ 
vation  ever  fince  the  fall  of  man,  though  they  are  not 
immediately  concerned  in  it,  and  will  you  who  need  it, 
and  have  it  offered  to  you,  be  lo  carelefs  about  it  ?  V  ou 
have  heard  how  the  angels  at  firft  were  fubjeTed  to  Chrift 
as  mediator,  and  how  they  have  all  along  been  minrftering 
fpirits  to  him  in  this  affair.  And  when  Chrift  came,  how 
engaged  were  their  minds  !  They  came  to  Zacharias,  to 
inform  him  of  the  coming  of  Chrift’s  forerunner  ;  to  the 
Virgin  Mary,  to  inform  her  of  the  approaching  birth  of 
Chrift;  to  fofeph,  to  warn  him  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  the  new-born  Saviour,  and  to  point  out  the 
means  of  fafety  :  and  at  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  whole 
multitude  of  the  heavenly  holds  fang  praifes  upon  the  oc- 
cafion,  faying,  4  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on 
4  earth,  peace  and  good  will  towards  men.’  Afterwards, 
from  time  to  time,  they  miniftered  to  Chrift  when  on 
earth;  they  did  fo  at  the  time  of  his  temptation,  at  the 
time  of  his  agony  in  the  garden,  at  his  refurreftion,  and 
at  his  afcenfion.  All  thefe  things  fhow,  that  they  were  - 
greatly  engaged  in  this  affair  ;  and  the  fcripture  informs 
us,  that  they  pry  into  thefe  things  :  [I.  Pet.  i.  12.]  4  Which 
i  things  the  angels  defire  to  look  into.’  And  how  are  they 
ff  prefen  ted  in  the  Revelation,  as  being  employed  in  hea¬ 
ven 
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ven  in  frnging  praifes  to  him  that  fitteth  on  the  throne, 
and  to  the  Lamb  ! — Now,  fliall  thefe  take  fo  much  no¬ 
tice  ot  his  redemption,  and  of  the  purchafer,  who  need 
it  not  tor  themfelves,  and  have  no  immediate  intereft  in 
,  it  ;  and  will  you,  who  are  in  fuch  extreme  necetlitv, 
negledt  and  take  no  notice  of  it  ? 

[S'l  Chrift  labour  fo  hard  and  fuffer  fo  much,  to 
procure  this  falvation,  and  is  it  not  worth  the  while  for 
you  to  be  at  force  labour  in  feeking  it?  Did  our  falvation 
lie  with  fuch  weight  on  the  mind  of  Chrift,  as  to  induce 
turn  to  become  man,  and  to  fuffer  even  death  itfelf,  in 
order  to  procure  it  for  us,  and  is  it  not  worth  the  while 
for  you,  who  need  this  falvation,  and  muft  perifh  eter¬ 
nally  without  it,  to  take  earneft  pains  to  obtain  an  intereft; 
in  it  after  it  is  procured,  and  all  things  are  ready  ? 

[4.]  Shall  the  great  God  be  fo  concerned  about  this 
falvation,  3s  fo  often  to  overturn  the  world  to  make  way 
for  it :  and  when  all  was  done,  is  it  not  worth  your  feek¬ 
ing  after  ?  What  great,  what  wonderful  things  has  the  Lord 
of  heaven  and  earth  done  from  one  age  to  another,  call¬ 
ing  down  and  fetting  up  kings,  railing  up  a  great  number 
of  prophets,  feparating  a  diftindl  nation  from  the  reft  of 
the  world,  overturning  one  kingdom  and  another,  and 
often  the  ftate  of  the  world ;  and  fo  has  continued  bringing 
about  one  change  and  revolution  after  another,  for  forty 
centuries  in  fucceftion,  to  make  way  for  the  procuring  of 
this  falvation  !  And  when  he  has  done  all  ;  is  it  not 
worthy  of  your  being  concerned  about  it,  but  that  it 
iliould  be  thrown  by,  and  made  nothing  of,  in  compari- 
fon  of  worldly  gain,  youthful  diverlions,  and  other  fuch 
trifling  things  r — O  !  that  you  who  live  negligent  of  this 
falvation,  would  conftder  what  you  do  !  What  you  have 
heard  from  this  fubjeft,  may  fhow  you  what  reafon  there 
is  in  that  exclamation  of  the  Apoftle,  [Heb.  ii.  3.]  6  How 
‘  fliall  we  efcape  if  we  negledl  fo  great  falvation  ?’  and  in 
that,  [A£ls  xiii.  41.]  c  Behold,  ye  defpifers,  and  wonder 
6  and  perifh  :  for  I  work  a  work  in  your  days,  a  work 

*  which  you  fliall  in  no  wife  believe,  though  a  man  der 

*  dare  it  unto  you,’  Qod  looks  on  fuch  as  you  as  great 
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enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  adversaries  and  de¬ 
fpifers  of  ail  the  glory  of  this  great  work.  And  if  God 
has  made  fuch  account  of  the  glory  of  falvation  as  to  ac- 


ftroy  many  nations,  and  fo  often  overturn  all  nations,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  glory  or  his  Son  in  this  affair  ; 
how  little  account  will  he  make  of  the  lives  and  fouls  of 
ten  thoufand  fuch  oppofers  and  defpifers  as  you  that  con¬ 
tinue  impenitent,  in  competition  with  his  glory  !  Why 
furely  you  ihall  be  dafhed  in  pieces  as  a  potter’s  veflpl, 
and  trodden  down  as  the  mire  of  the  ftreets.  God  may, 

j 

through  wonderful  patience,  bear  with  hardened  carelefs 
fmners  for  a  while  ;  but  he  will  not  always  bear  with 
fuch  defpifers  of  his  dear  Son,  and  his  great  lalvation,  the 
glory  of  which  he  lias  had  fo  much  at  heart,  but  will  ut¬ 
terly  confume  them  without  remedy  or  mercy. 

2.  1  conclude,  lecondly,  with  a  ufe  of  encouragement 
to  burdened  fouls,  to  put  their  truft  in  Chrift  for  falva¬ 
tion.  To  all  fuch  as  are-not  carelefs  and  negligent,  but 
fenfible  in  fome  meafure  of  their  neceflity  of  an  intereft 
in  Chrift,  and  afraid  of  the  wrath  to  come  ;  to  fuch,  what 
has  been  laid  on  this  fubjedt  holds  forth  great  matter  of 
encouragement,  to  venture  their  fouls  on  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  and  as  motives  proper  to  excite  you  fo  to  do,  let 
me  lead  you  to  coniider  two  things  in  particular. 

f  !•)  1  be  completenefs  of  the  purchafe  which  has  been 
made  ;  as  you  have  heard,  this  work  of  purchafing  fal¬ 
vation  was  wholly  finifhed  during  the  time  of  Chr;ft’s 
humiliation.  When  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  and  was 
exalted  from  that  abafement  to  which  lie  fubmitted  for 
ou;  falvation,  the  purchafe  of  eternal  life  was  completely 
maae,  fo  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  thing  more  to 
be  done  in  order  to  it.  But  now  the  fervants  were  feat 
forth  with  this  meftage,  [Matt.  xxii.  4.]  4  Behold  I  have 
prepared  my  dinner:  my  oxen  and  iny  fatthngs  are  kil¬ 
led,  and  all  things  are  ready,  come  unto  the  marriage/ 
I  herefore  all  things  being  ready,  are  your  fins  many  and 
great  ?  Here  is  enough  done  by  Chrift  to  procure  their 
pardon  ;  theie  is  no  need  of  any  nghtcoufnefs  of  yours 
to  obtain  your  jufiification. :  no,  you  may  come  freely, 

without 
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without  money  and  without  price  :  fmce  therefore  there 
is  iuch  a  free  and  gracious  invitation  given  you,  come  ; 
come  naked  as  you  are  ;  come  as  a  poor  condemned  cri¬ 
minal  ;  come  and  call  yourfelf  down  at  ChrifTs  feet,  as 
one  juftly  condemned,  and  utterly  helplefs  in  yourfelf. 
Here  is  a  complete  falvation  wrought  out  by  Chrift,  and 
through  him  offered  to  you  ;  come,  therefore,  accept  of 
it,  and  be  hived. 

(2.)  For  Chrift  to  rejeft  one  that  thus  comes  to  him, 
would  be  to  fruftrate  all' thole  great  things  which  you 
have  heard  that  God  brought  to  pafs  from  the  fall  of 
man  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift.  It  would  alfo  fruftrate 
all  that  Chrift  did  and  fullered  while  on  earth  ;  yea, 
it  would  fruftrate  the  incarnation  of  Chrift  itfelf,  for  all 
thefe  things  were  for  that  end,  that  thofe  might  be  faved 
who  fhould  come  to  Chrift.  Therefore  you  may  be  fure 
Chrift  will  not  be  backward  in  having  thofe  who  come  to 
him,  and  truft  in  him  ;  for  he  has  no  defire  to  fruftrate, 
himfelf  in  his  own  work  ;  neither  will  God  the  Father 
refufe  you  ;  for  he  has  no  defire  to  fruftrate  himfelf  in 
all  that  he  did  for  fo  many  hundreds  years,  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  falvation  of  finners  by  Chrift.  Come, 
therefore,  hearken  to  the  fweet  and  earned:  call  of  Chrift. 
[Matt.  xi.  28- — 30.]  6  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour., 

4  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft  ;  take  my 
4  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me  ;  and  ye  lhall  find 
*  reft  unto  your  fouls  :  for  my  yoke  is  eafv,  and  my  hur- 
4  den  is  light.’ 


PERIOD 


X  N  difcourfing  on  this  fubjedt,  we  have  already  fhowri 
how  the  work  of  redemption  was  carried  on  through  the 
two  firft  of  the  three  periods  into  which  we  divided  the 
whole  fpace  of  time  from  the  fall  to  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  and  we  are  now  come  to  the  third  and  laft  pe¬ 
riod,  beginning  with  Chrift's  refurredtion,  and  reaching 
to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and  are  now  to  fhow  how  this 
work  was  alfo  carried  on  through  this  period,  from  the 
following  propofition — 

That  the  space  of  time  from  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Christ  to  the  end  of  the  world  is  all 

ENGAGED  IN  BRINGING  ABOUT  THE  GREAT  EFFECT, 
OR  SUCCESS,  OF  CHRIST’S  PURCHASE. 

Not  but  that  there  were  great  effedfs  and  glorious  fuc- 
ceis  or  Chrift’s  purchale  of  redemption  before,  even  from 
the  beginning.  But  all  that  fuccefs  was  only  prepara¬ 
tory,  and  by  way  of  anticipation  ;  as  fome  few  fruits  are 
gathered  before  the  harveft.  There  was  no  more  fuccefs 
before  Chrift  came  than  God  law  needful  to  prepare  the- 
way  for  his  coming.  The  proper  time  of  the  fuccefs  or 
effedl  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  of  redemption  is  after  the  pur- 
chafe  has  been  made  ;  as  the  proper  time  for  the  world 
to  enjoy  the  light  of  the  iun  is  the  day  time,  after  the 
fun  is  rifen,  though  we  may  have  fome  frnall  matter  of 
it  i efiedted  tiom  the  moon  and  planets  before.  And  even 
the  luccefs  of  Chrifids  redemption,  while  he  himfelf  was 
on  earth,  was  very  frnall,  in  comparifon  of  what  it  wa$ 
after  the  conclufion  of  his  humiliation. 

But  Chrift  having  finifhed  that  greateft  and  moft  diffi- 
cuit  of  ail  works,  the  work  of  the  purchafe  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  now  is  the  time  for  him  to  obtain  the  joy  that  was 
Li  befoic  him*  Having  made  his  foul  an  offerinp*  for 
fin,  now  is  the  time  fbr  him  to  fee  his  feed,  and  to  have 

3  A  *  a  por- 
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w  a  portion  divided  to  him  with  the  great,  and  to  divide 
‘  the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong.’  [Ifa.  liii.] 

One  defign  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  was,  to  lay  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  overthrow  of  Satan’s  kingdom  ;  and  now 
is  come  the  time  to  effect  it;  as  Chrift  a  little  before  his 
crucifixion  faid,  [John  xii.  31.]  4  Now  is  the  judge- 
6  ment  of  this  world  ;  now  fhall  the  prince  of  this  world 
be  caff  out,’  Another  defign  was,  to  gather  together 
in  one  all  things  in  Chrift,  [John  xii.  32.]  ‘And  I,  if 
‘  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me  ;’  which  is 
agreeable  to  Jacob’s  prophecy  of  Chrift,  that  6  when 
6  Shiloh  fliould  come,  to  him  fhould  the  gathering  of  the 
‘  people  be,’  [Gen.  xlix.  10.] — A  third  defign  is  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  eleeft.  Now  when  his  bufferings  are  finifh- 
ed,  and  his  humiliation  is  perfected,  the  time  is  come 
tor  that  alio,  [Heb.  v.  8,  p.]  4  Though  he  were  a  Son, 
yet  learned  he  obedience  by  the  things  which  he  fuf- 
4  fered  ;  and  being  made  perfect,  he  became  the  author 
4  ot  eternal  falvation  unto  all  them  that  obey  him.’ — An¬ 
other  defign  was,  to  accomplifh  by  thefe  things  great 
glory  to  the  perfons  of  the  Trinity.  Now  alfo  is  come 
the  time  for  that ;  [John  xvii.  1.]  4  Father,  the  hour  is 
<  come  ;  glorify  thy  Son,  that  thy  Son  alfo  may  glorify 
4  thee.’ — Laftly,  another  defign  was  the  glory  of  the 
faints;  [John  xvii.  2.]  4  As  thou  haft  given  him  power 
over  all  flelh,  that  he  fhould  give  eternal  life  to  as 
4  many  as  thou  haft  given  him.’ — And  all  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  God’s  providence  henceforward,  even  to  the 
final  confummation  of  all  things,  are  to  give  Chrift  his 
reward,  and  to  fulfil  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  him. 


I  N  TRODUCTIO  N. 

BEFORE  [  enter  on  the  confideration  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  things  accomplifhed  in  this  period,  I  would  briefly 
obferve,  how  the  times  of  this  period  are  reprefented  in 
feripture. 


1.  The  % 
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1.  The  times  of  this  period,  for  the  moil  part,  are 
thole  which  in  the  Old  Teftament  are  called  the  latter 
days.  We  often,  in  the  prophets  of  the  Old  I  elf  ament, 
read  of  fuch  and  fuch  things  that  fhould  come  to  pals 
in  the  latter  days,  and  fometimes  in  the  lajl  days.  Now 
thefe  expreffions  of  the  prophets  are  moil  commonly  to 
be  underllood  of  the  times  of  this  period.  1  hey  are  called 
the  latter  days,  and  the  lajl  days  ;  becaufe  this  is  the  lail 
period  of  the  leries  of  God’s  providences  011  earth,  the 
Jail  period  of  that  great  work  of  Providence,  the  work 
of  redemption,  which  is,  as  it  were,  the  fum  of  God’s 
works  of  providence,  the  time  wherein  the  church  is 
under  the  laft  difpenfation  that  ever  will  be  given  on 
earth,  (a) 

2.  The  whole  time  of  this  period  is  fometimes  in  icrip- 
ture  called  4  the  end  of  the  world,’  [I.  Cor,  x.  11.] 

4  Now  all  thefe  things  happened  unto  them  for  enfam- 
4  pies  ;  and  they  are  written  for  our  admonition,  upon 
4  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come.’  And  the  apof- 
tle,  FHeb.  ix.  26.]  in  this  expreffion  of  the  end  of  the 
world,  means  the  whole  of  the  gofpel  day,  from  the 
birth  of  Chrift  to  the  finiihing  of  the  day  of  judgement: 

4  But  now  once  in  the  end  of  the  world  hath  he  ap- 
4  peared,  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf.’ 
This  fpace  of  time  may  well  be  called  4  the  end  of  the 
4  world  for  this  whole  time  is  taken  up  in  bringing 
things  to  that  great  iffue  that  God  had  been  preparing 
the  way  for,  in  all  the  great  difpenfations  of  providence, 
from  the  frfl  fall  of  man  to  this  time.  Before,  things 
were  in  a  kind  of  preparatory  Rate,  but  now  they  are 
in  a  finifhing  ftate  :  it  is  the  winding  up  of  things  which 
is  all  this  while  accomplifhing.  Heaven  and  earth  began 

(a)  The  latter  days,]  Rabbi  2).  Kimchi  [in  Ifa.  ii.]  Abcn 
Ezra  [in  Hofea  iii.]  and  ManaJTe ,  [lib.  iii.  De  Refur.]  all  under- 
Rand  by  this  phrafe,  4  the  days  of  the  Melliah ; 5  and  Dr,  Owen 
fuppofes  them  fo  called,  not  lo  much  in  reference  to  the  gofpel, 
as  the  laft  diipenfation,  or  the  end  of  the  world,  as  fome  have 
fuppoled,  but  44  the  laft  days  of  the  Judaical  church  and  ftate. 

[O  wen  in  Heb.  i.  2.] 
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to  Jhake  in  order  to  a  diftblution,  according  to  the  pro¬ 
phecy  of  Haggai,  before  Chrift  came,  that  lo  only  4  tliofe 
*  things  that  cannot  be  fhaken  may  remain;5  [Heb.  xii. 
2.]  u  e.  that  thole  things  that  are  to  come  to  an  end, 
may  come  to  an  end,  and  that  only  thole  things  may  re¬ 
main,  which  are  to  remain  eternally. 

So,  in  the  firft  place,  the  carnal  ordinances  of  the 
Jewifh  worfliip  came  to  an  end,  to  make  way  for  the 
eftablilhment  of  that  fpiritual  worfhip,  the  wo r (hip  of  the 
heart,  which  is  to  endure  to  eternity  ;  [John  iv.  21,  23.} 
6  Jefus  faith  unto  the  woman,  Believe  me,  the  hour  com- 
‘  eth,  when  ye  (hall  neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at 
4  Jerufalem,  worfhip  the  Father.- — But  the  hour  cometh, 
6  and  now  is,  when  the  true  worfhippers  lhall  worlhip  the 
6  Father  in  fpirit  and  truth  ;  for  the  Father  feeketh  fuch 
c  to  worfhip  him.5  This  is  one  inftance  of  the  temporary 
world’s  coming  to  an  end,  and  the  eternal  world’s  begin¬ 
ning.  Another  inftance  that  the  outward  temple,  and 
the  city  of  Jerufalem,  came  to  an  end,  to  give  place  to 
the  fetting  up  of  the  fpiritual  temple  and  the  city,  which 
are  to  endure  for  ever,  which  is  alfo  another  inftance  of  re¬ 
moving  thole  things  which  are  ready  to  vanifh  away,  that 
thole  things  which  cannot  be  fhaken  may  remain.  Again, 
the  old  heathen  empire  conies  to  an  end,  to  make  wav  for 
the  everlafting  empire  of  Chrift.  Upon  the  fall  of  anti- 
chrift,  an  end  will  be  put  to  Satan’s  vilible  kingdom  on 
earth,  to  eftablifh  Chrift’s  eternal  kingdom;  [Dan.  vii. 
27.]  6  And  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  great- 
•  nefs  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven,  lhall  be 
&  given  to  the  faints  of  the  Moft  High,  whofe  kingdom  is 
6  an  everlafting  kingdom,  and  all  dominions  lhall  ferve 
6  and  obey  him  which  is  another  inftance  of  the  ending 
of  the  temporary  world,  and  the  beginning  of  the  eternal 
one.  And  then,  laftly,  the  very  frame  of  this  corruptible 
world  fhall  come  to  an  end,  to  make  way  for  the  church 
to 'h! well  in  another  dwelling  place,  which  lhall  lall  to 
eternity  ;  which  is  the  concluding  inftance. 

Becaufe  the  world  is  thus  coming  to  an  end  by  various 
ftcps  and  degrees,  the  apoftle  perhaps  ules  this  expreliion, 
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that  not  the  end,  but  the  ends  of  the  world  me  come  011 
us  ;  as  though  the  world  has  feveral  endings  one  alter 
another. — The  gofpei  difpenfation  is  the  Jail  Rate  of 
things  in  the  world  ;  and  this  Rate  is  a  fin  idling  Rate  . 
j»t  Is  all  fpent  in  finifhing  things  off  which  before  had  been 
preparing,  or  abolifhing  things  which  before  had  Rood. 
It  is  all  fpent  as  it  were  in  fumming  things  up,  and  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  their  ifiues,  and  their  proper  fulfilment.  Now 
all  the  old  types  are  fulfilled,  and  the  predictions  of  all 
the  prophets  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  diall  be  ac~ 
complilhed  in  this  period. 

o.  That  Rate  of  things  which  is  attained  in  the  events 
of  this  period  is  called  4  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  ; 
[Ifa.  Ixv.  17,  18.]  4  For  behold,  I  create  a  new  heaven  and 
4  a  new  earth  :  and  the  former  fir  all  not  be  remembered, 

4  nor  come  into  mind.  But  be  you  glad  and  rejoice  for 
4  ever  in  that  which  I  create  ;  for  behold,  I  create  Jeru- 
4  falem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy.’  And  [ch.  lxvi. 
22.]  4  For  as  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth  which  I 
4  make,  lhall  remain  before  me  ;  fo  fhall  your  feed  and 
4  your  name  remain.’  [See  alio  ch.  li.  16.]  As  the  for¬ 
mer  Rate  of  things,  or  the  old  world,  by  one  Rep  after 
another,  is  through  this  period  coming  to  an  end  ;  fo  the 
new  Rate  of  things,  or  the  new  world,  which  is  a  fpiri- 
tual  world,  is  beginning  and  letting  up.  In  confequencc 
of  each  of  thefe  finifhings  of  the  old  Rate  of  things,  there 
is  the  beginning  of  a  new  and  eternal  one.  So  that 
which  accompanied  the  deftruftion  of  the  literal  Jeru- 
falem,  was  an  efiablifhing  of  the  fpiritual.  So  with  re- 
i’pect  to  the  defiruftion  of  the  old  heathen  empire,  and 
all  the  other  endings  of  the  old  Rate  of  things,  till  at 
length  the  very  outward  frame  of  the  old  world  itfelf  lhall 
come  to  an  end  ;  and  the  church  fhall  dwell  in  a  world 
new  to  it,  or  to  a  great  part  of  it,  even  heaven,  which  will 
be  a  new  habitation  :  and  then  fhall  the  utmofi  be  accom- 
plifiicd  that  is  meant  of  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth. 
[See  Rev.  xxi.  1.] 

The  end  of  God’s  creating  the  world  was  to  prepare  a 
kingdom  for  his  Son,  (for  he  is  appointed  heir  of  the 

world) 
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wodd,)  and  that  he  might  have  the  pofTelFion  of  it,  and  a 
h liigQom  in  it,  winch  iliould  remain  to  all  eternity.  So  far 
as  the  kingdom  of  thrift  is  fet  up  in  the  world,  Vo  far  is 
the  world  brought  to  its  end,  and  the  eternal  Rate  of  things 
UP'  h°  far  are  all  the  great  changes  and  revolutions 
Ci  the  world  brought  to  their  ultimate  blue.  So  far  are 
the  wateis  or  the  long  channel  of  divine  Providence,  which 
*°  many  branches,  and  fo  many  windings  and  turn- 
ing^,  emptied  out  into  their  proper  ocean,  which  they 
have ^  been  Peeking  from  the  beginning  and  head  of  their 
courfe,  and  fo  are  come  to  their  reft.  So  far  as  Chrift’s 
kingdom  is  cftaoliihed  in  the  world,  lo  far  are  things 
wound  up  and  fettled  in  their  everlafting  Rate,  and  a  pe¬ 
riod  put  to  the  courfe  of  things  in  this  changeable  world  ; 
io  far  are  the  firft  heavens  and  the  firfl  earth  come  to  an 
end,  and  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth  eftablifhed 
in  their  room. — This  leads  me  to  obferve. 


4.  That  the  Rate  of  things  which  is  attained  by  the 
events  of  this  period,  is  what  is  fo  often  called  the  kingdom 
or  heaven,  or  the  kingdom  of  God.  We  very  often  read  in 
the  New  Teftament  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  John  the 
Baptift  preached  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  at  hand, 
and  fo  did  Chrift,  and  his  difeipies  after  him  ;  referring 
to  fomething  that  the  Jews  in  thofe  days  expected,  by  that 
name.  They  feem  to  have  taken  their  expectation  and 
the  name  chiefly  from  that  prophecy  of  Daniel  in  Nebu¬ 


chadnezzar’s  dream,  [Dan.  ii.  44,]  4  And  in  the  days  of 
4  thefe  kings  fhall  the  God  of  heaven  fet  up  a  kingdom.5 
[oee  alio  chap.  vii.  13,  14.]  Now  this  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  that  evangelical  Rate  of  things  in  his  church,  and  in  the 
world,  wherein  confifts  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption 
in  this  period.  There  had  been  often  great  kingdoms  fet 
up  before. — But  Chrift  came  to  fet  up  the  laft  kingdom, 
which  is  not  an  earthly  kingdom,  but  an  heavenly,  and 
fo  is  properly  called  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  [John  xviift 
36.]  4  My  kingdom  is  not  of  the  world,’  [Luke  xxii.  29.] 

4  My  Father  hath  appointed  me  a  kingdom.’ — Under  this 
head  I  would  obferve  fevcral  things  particularly,  for  the- 

clearer 
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clearer  undemanding  of  what  the  fcriptures  fays  concern¬ 
ing  this  period. 

(1.)  The  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  chief¬ 
ly  accomplilhed  by  four  fucceffive  great  events,  each  of 
which  is  in  fcripture  called  Chrift’s  coming  in  his  kingdom. 
The  fir  ft  is  Chrift’s  appearing  in  thofe  wonderful  diipen- 
fations  of  providence  in  the  apoftles  days,  in  electing  Ins 
kingdom,  and  deftroying  his  enemies,  which  ended  in  the 
deftnuftion  of  Jerufalem.  This  is  called  Chrift  s  coming 
in  his  kingdom,  [Matt.  xvi.  28.]  4  Verily  I  fay  unto  you, 

‘  there  be  fome  {landing  here,  which  ihall  not  tafte  of 
c  death  till  they  fee  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  his  king- 
6  dom.’  The  fecond  was  accomplilhed  in  Conflantine’s 
time,  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the  heathen  Roman  empire. 
This  alfo  is  reprefented  as  Chrift’s  coming,  and  is  compa¬ 
red  to  the  laft  judgement,  [Rev.  vi.  13 — 17*]  ^  be  third 
is  to  be  accomplilhed  at  the  deftruclion  or  antichnit ; 
which  is  reprefented  as  Chrift’s  coining  in  his  kingdom  in 
the  prophecy  of  Daniel,  and  in  other  places,  as  1  may 
poftibly  fhow  hereafter.  The  fourth  and  laft  is  his  co¬ 
ming  to  judgement  in  the  end  of  time,  which  is  the  event 
principally  fignified  in  fcripture  by  Chrift’s  coming  in  his 
kingdom. 

(2.)  I  would  obferve,  that  each  of  the  three  former 
of  thefe  is  a  lively  image  of  the  laft,  viz.  Chrift’s  coming 
to  the  final  judgement  ;  as  the  principal  difpenfations  of 
providence  before  Chrift’s  firft  coming  were  types  of  that 
event. — As  Chrift’s  laft  coming  to  judgement  is  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  refurre&ion  of  the  dead,  fo  is  each  of  the 
three  foregoing  with  a  fpiritual  refurre&ion.  The  com¬ 
ing  of  Chrift  to  the  deftruclion  of  Jerufalem  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  glorious  fpiritual  refurre&ion  of  fouls  in  the 
calling  of  the  Gentiles,  and  bringing  multitudes  to  him 
by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel.  Chrift’s  coming  in  Con- 
flantine’s  time  was  accompanied  with  a  fpiritual  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  greater  part  of  the  known  world,  in  a  reftora- 
tion  of  it  to  a  viflble  church  ftate,  from  a  ftate  of  he  a- 
thenifm.  So  Chrift’s  coming  at  the  deftruclion  of  anti- 
chrift  will  be  attended  with  a  fpiritual  refurreftion  of  the 

church 
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duirch  after  it  had  been  long  as  it  were  dead,  in  the  time* 

ok  antichrift.  This  is  called  the  firft  refurreftion  in  the 
Revelation,  [chap.  xx.  5.] 

Again,  as  Chi  ill  in  the  laft  judgement  will  manifeft 
hi m felt  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  fo  in  each  of  the  three 
loregoing  events  thrift  glorioufly  manifcfts  lhmfelf  in 
judgements  upon  his  enemies,  and  in  grace  and  favour  to 
his  church.  As  the  laft  coming  of  Chrift  will  be  attended 
with  a  literal  gathering  together  of  the  cleft  from  the  four 
winds  of  heaven,  fo  were  each  of  the  preceding  attended 
witli  a  fpi ritual  in-gathering.  As  this  gathering  together 
of  the  ele&  will  be  effe&ed  by  the  angels  with  a  great 
found  of  a  trumpet,  [Matt.  xxiv.  31.]  fo  are  each  of 
the  preceding  by  the  trumpet  of  the  gofpel,  founded  by 
the  minifters  of  Chrift  :  as  there  fhall  precede  the  laft  ap¬ 
peal  ance  of  Cmift,  a  time  ok  great  degeneracy  and  wick¬ 
ed  nels,  fo  this  has  been,  or  will  be,  the  cafe  with  each  of 
the  other  appearances.  Before  each  of  them  is  a  time  of 
great  oppofition  to  the  church  :  before  the  firft,  by  the 
Jft  vs  ;  before  the  fecond,  by  the  heathen  ;  before  the 
third,  by  antichrift  ;  and  before  the  laft,  by  Gog  and 
Magog,  as  deferibed  in  the  Revelation. 

By  each  of  thefe  comings  of  Chrift,  God  works  a 
glorious  deliverance  for  his  church  ;  each  of  them  is  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  glorious  advancement  of  the  ftate  of 
f  be  firft,  which  ended  in  the  deftru&ion  of  Jeru- 
rufalem,  was  attended  with  bringing  the  church  into  the 
glorious  ftate  of  the  gofpel ;  the  fecond,  in  Conftantine’s 
time,  with  an  advancement  of  the  church  into  a  ftate  of 
liberty  from  perfecution,  and  the  countenance  of  civil 
authority,  and  triumph  over  their  heathen  perfecutors. 
The  third,  which  fhall  be  at  the  downfall  of  antichrift, 
will  be  accompanied  with  an  advancement  of  the  church 
into  that  ftate  of  the  glorious  prevalence  of  truth,  liberty* 
peace,  and  joy,  that  we  fo  often  read  of  in  the  propheti¬ 
cal  parts  of  feripture  ;  the  laft  will  be  attended  with  the 
advancement  of  the  church  to  comfummate  glory  in  hea¬ 
ven. —  Each  of  thefe  is  accompanied  with  a  terrible  de- 
ftruetion  of  the  wicked,  and  the  enemies  of  the  church  ; 
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the  firii,  with  the  terrible  deRru&ion  of  the  perfecting 
Jews;  the  fecond,  with  dreadful  judgements  on  the  hea¬ 
then  ;  the  third,  with  the  awful  deflru&ion  of  antichriR, 
the  moil  cruel  and  bitter  enemy  that  ever  the  church  had ; 
the  fourth,  with  divine  wrath  and  vengeance  on  all  the 
ungodly. — -Farther,  there  is  in  each  of  thefe  appear¬ 
ances  of  Chrift  an  ending  of  the  old  heavens  and  the 
old  earth,  and  a  beginning  of  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth  ;  or  an  end  of  a  temporal  Rate  of  things,  and  a  be¬ 
ginning  of  an  eternal  one. 

(3.)  I  would  obferve,  that  each  of  thofe  four  great 
difpenfations  which  are  reprefented  as  Chrifi’s  coming  in 
his  kingdom,  are  but  fa  many  Reps  and  degrees  of  the 
accomplifhment  of  one  event.  They  are  not  the  fetting 
up  of  fo  many  diRiinR  kingdoms  of  ChriR  ;  they  are  all 
of  them  only  feveral  degrees  of  the  accomplifhment  of 
one  event,  [Dan.  vii.  13,  14.]  4  And  I  faw  in  the  night 
6  vifions,  and  behold,  one  like  the  Son  of  man,  came 
‘  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient  of 
c  days,  and  they  brought  him  near  before  him.  And 
4  there  was  given  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  king- 
*  dom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  fhould 
6  ferve  him  :  his  dominion  is  an  everlalding  dominion, 

<  and  his  kingdom  that  which  fhall  not  be  deRroyed.’ 
This  is  what  the  Jews  expected,  and  called  ‘  the  coming 
6  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  what  John  the  Bap- 
tilt  and  ChriR  had  refpefl  to,  when  they  laid,  6  The 
4  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.’ 

(4.)  I  would  obferve,  that  as  there  are  feveral  Reps  of 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  kingdom  of  ChriR,  fo  in  each 
one  of  them  the  event  is  accomplifhed  in  a  farther  de¬ 
gree  than  in  the  foregoing.  That  in  the  time  of  Con- 
Rantine  was  a  greater  and  farther  accomplifhment  of  the 
kingdom  of  ChriR,  than  that  which  ended  in  the  defiruc- 
tion  of  Jerufalem  ;  that  which  fhall  be  at  the  fall  of  an- 
tichriR,  will  be  a  Rill  farther  accomplifhment  of  the  fame 
thing,  and  fo  on  with  regard  to  each  ;  fo  that  the  king¬ 
dom  of  ChriR  is  gradually  prevailing  and  growing  by 

3  thefe 


3?°  history  of  redemption* 

thefe  feveial  great  Reps  ot  its  fulfilment,  from  the  time 
of  Chrifi’s  refurre&ion,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

And  becaufe  thefe  four  great  events  are  but  images  one 
of  another,  and  the  three  former  but  types  of  the  laft, 
and  fince  they  are  all  only  feveral  Reps  of  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  the  lame  thing  ;  hence  we  find  them  all  from 
time  to  time  prophefied  of  under  one,  as  they  are  in  the 
prophecies  of  Daniel,  and  likewife  in  the  xxivth.  chap¬ 
ter  ot  Matthew,  where  fome  things  feem  more  applicable 
to  one  of  them,  and  others  to  another. 

(5.)  And  lafily,  It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  provi¬ 
dences  of  God  between  thefe  four  great  events  are  to 
make  way  for  the  kingdom  and  glory  of  Chrifi  in  the 
great  event  following.  Thofe  difpenfations  of  providence 
which  were  towards  the  church  of  God  and  the  world, 
before  the  defirudlion  of  the  heathen  empire  in  the  time 
of  Confiantme,  feem  all  to  have  been  to  make  way  for 
the  glory  of  Chrifi,  and  the  liappinefs  of  the  church  in 
that  event.  And  fo  the  gracious  providences  of  God 
fince  that,  till  the  defirudlion  of  antichrifi,  and  the 
beginning  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  church  which 
follow,  feem  ail  to  be  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  greater 
glory  of  Chrifi  and  his  church  in  that  event  ;  and  the 
providences  of  God  which  fliall  be  after  that  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  feem  to  be  for  the  greater  manifeftation 
of  Chrifi’s  glory  at  the  end  of  the  world,  and  in  the 
confummation  of  all  things. 

I  thought  it  needful  to  obferve  thofe  things  in  general 
concerning  this  lafi  period  of  the  feries  of  God’s  provi¬ 
dence,  before  I  take  notice  of  the  particular  provi¬ 
dences  by  which  the  work  of  redemption  is  carried  on 
through  this  period  ;  and  before  I  proceed,  I  will  alfo 
briefly  anfwer  to  an  inquiry ,  viz.  Why  the  fetting  up  of 
Chrifi’s  kingdom  after  his  humiliation  fhould  be  fo  eta- 
dual,  by  fo  many  Reps,  and  fo  long  in  accomplifhing, 
fince  God  could  eafilv  have  finifhed  it  at  once  ?  Though 
it  would  be  prefumption  in  us  fo  pretend  to  declare  all 
the  ends  of  God  in  this,  yet  doubtlefs  much  of  the  wil- 

dom 
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dom  of  God  may  be  feen  in  it  by  us  ;  and  particularly 
in  thefe  two  things  : 

[i.J  In  this  refpeCt  God’s  wifdom  is  more  vifiblc  :  if 
it  had  been  done  at  once,  or  in  a  very  fliort  time,  there 
would  not  have  been  fucli  opportunities  to  perceive  and 
obferve  it,  as  when  the  work  is  gradually  accomplifhed, 
and  one  effteCt  of  his  wildom  is  held  forth  to  obiervation 
after  another.  It  is  wifely  determined  of  God,  to  ac- 
complifh  this  great  defign  by  a  wonderful  and  long  feries 
of  events,  that  the  glory  of  his  wifdom  may  be  difplayed 
in  the  whole  feries  ;  and  that  the  glory  of  his  perfections 
may  be  feen,  appearing,  as  it  were,  by  parts,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  fucceffive  manifeftations :  for  if  all  that  glory  which 
appears  in  all  thefe  events  had  been  manifefted  at  once,  it 
would  have  been  too  much  for  us,  and  more  than  we  at 
once  could  take  notice  of ;  it  would  have  dazzled  our 
eyes  and  overpowered  our  fight. 

[2.]  Satan  is  more  glorioufly  triumphed  over.  God 
could  eafily,  by  an  aCt  of  almighty  power,  at  once  have 
crufhed  Satan.  But  by  giving  him  time  to  ule  his  ut« 
molt  fubtilty  to  hinder  the  fuccefs  of  what  Chrift  had 
done  and  buffered,  he  is  not  defeated  merely  by  furprife, 
but  has  large  opportunity  to  ufe  li i s  utmoft  power  and 
fubtilty  again  and  again,  to  ftrengthen  his  own  intereft  all 
that  he  can  by  the  work  of  many  ages.  Thus  God  de- 
ftroys  and  confounds  him,  and  fets  up  Chrift’s  kingdom 
time  after  time,  in  fpite  of  all  his  fubtle  machinations  and 
great  work^,  and  by  every  ftep  advances  it  ft  ill  higher 
and  higher,  till  at  length  it  is  fully  fet  up,  and  Satan  per¬ 
fectly  and  eternally  vanquifhed. 

I  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  particular  events, 
whereby,  from  the  end  of  Chrift’s  humiliation  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  has  been  or 
fhall  be  accomplifhed. 


3  B  % 


§  I.  Those 


3/2  HISTORY  of  redemption. 

I  '  ■  • 

§  I.  1  hose  things  whereby  Christ  was  capaci¬ 
tated  FOR  THIS  WORK. 

4  * 

^  take  notice,  firft,  of  thofe  things  by 

Which  Co  rift  was  put  into  a  capacity  for  accomplifhing 
the  end  of  his  purchafe.  t  And  they  are  two  things,  viz. 
hb  rejurrethon  and  his  afeenfion .  As  we  obferved  before, 
tne  incarnation  of  Chrift  was  neceflary  in  order  to  Chrift’s 
‘Ring  in  a  capacity  for  the  purchafe  of  redemption,  fo  the 
lefuiredtion  and  afeenfion  of  Chrift  were  requifite  in  order 
to  his  accomplifhing  the  fuccefs  of  his  purchafe. 

I.  His  refurrettion .  It  was  neceflary  in  order  to  Chrift’s 
obtaining  the  end  and  effect  of  his  purchafe  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  that  he  fhould  rife  from  the  dead.  For  God  the 
Father  haa  committed  the  whole  affair  of  redemption,  not 
only  the  purchafing  of  it,  but  the  beftowment  of  the  blef- 
fings  purchafed,  to  his  Son,  that  he  fhould  not  only  pur¬ 
chafe  it  as  prieft,  but  actually  accomplifh  it  as  king  of 
.Zion  ;  and  in  his  complex  perfon  as  God-man.  For  the 
Fathei  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  fallen  man  in  a 
way  of  mercy  but  by  a  mediator.  But  in  order  that  Chrift 
might  carry  on  the  work  of  redemption,  and  accomplifh 
tnus  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  purchafe,  it  was  necef- 
fary  that  he  fhould  be  alive,  and  fo  that  he  fhould  rife 
from  the  dead.  Therefore  Chrift,  after  lie  had  finiflied 
this  purchafe  by  death,  (b)  and  by  continuing  for  a  time 

under 

(b)  Chrift  finijhed  bis  purchafe  by  his  death, ]  Our  author  pro¬ 
perly  omits  the  defeent  of  Chrift  to  hell,  and  his  fuppofed  work 
there.  But  it  may  be  laid,  Do  not  both  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment,  [Pfaim  xvi.  io. — Ahts  ii.  31.]  (as  well  as  the  apoftle’s 
creed)  intimate  that  Chrift  defeended  into  hell,  in  thofe  well- 
known  words,  c  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  foul  in  hell  ?  ’—We  an- 
fwer,  that  this  is  explained  (as  is  the  manner  of  the  Heb.  poetry) 
in  the  following  words,  6  Neither  wilt  thou  fuffer  thine  Holy  one 
6  to  fee  corruption  ;  ’  fo  the  fame  words  are  ufed,  [Pfaim  Ixxxix. 
48.]  c  What  man  is  he  that  liveth,  and  fliall  not  fee  death  ?  Shall 
1  he  deliver  his  foul  from  the  hand  of  the  grave  r  ’ — In  the  Heb, 
the  word  commonly  rendered  IIcll,  but  which,  indeed, 
properly  fignifies  6  the  invifible  ftatc,  (as  our  word  hell  originally 
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under  the  power  of  death,  riles  from  the  dead,  to  fulfil 
the  end  ot  his  purchale,  and  himielf  to  bring  about  that 
for  which  he  died  :  for  this  matter  God  the  bather  had 
committed  unto  him,  that  he  might,  as  Loid  of  ail,  ma¬ 
nage  all  to  his  own  purpofes  :  (Rom.  xiv.  9.]  Fox  to 
4  this  end  Chrift  both  died,  and  rofe,  and  revived,  that 
6  he  might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  of  the  living. 

Indeed,  both  Chrift’s  refurre&ion  and  his  afcenfion, 
were  part  of  the  fuccels  of  what  he  did  and  luffered  in  his 
humiliation.  For  though  Chrift  did  not  properly  pm- 
chale  redemption  for  himfelj \  yet  he  purchaled  eternal 
life  and  glory  for  himfelf,  (as  man  and  Mediatoi)  and 
thefe  were  given  him  as  a  reward  of  what  he  did  and 
buffered,  [Phil.  ii.  8,  9.]  4  He  humbled  himfelf,  and  be- 
‘  came  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  ciols  : 
i  wherefore  hath  God  highly  exalted  him.’  And  it  may 
be  looked  upon  as  part  of  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchale, 
it  it  be  confidered,  that  he  did  not  rife  as  a  private  per  foil, 
but  as  the  head  of  his  eleft  church  ;  lo  that  they  did,  as  it 
were,  all  rife  with  him.  Chrift  was  juflified  in  his  refur- 
redtion,  u  c.  God  acquitted  and  difeharged  him  hereby, 
as  having  done  and  luffered  enough  for  the  fins  of  all  the 
deed,  [Rom.  iv.  25.]  4  Who  was  delivered  for  our  of¬ 
fences,  and  raifed  again  for  our  j unification.’  And 
God  put  him  in  poffellion  of  eternal  life,  as  the  head  ot 
the  church,  as  a  fure  earneft  that  they  fliould  follow,  bor 
when  Chrift  role  from  the  dead,  it  was  the  beginning  of 
eternal  life  in  him.  His  life  before  his  death  was  a  mor¬ 
tal  life,  a  temporal  life  ;  but  his  life  after  his  refurredlion 
was  an  eternal  life,  [Rom.  vi.  9.]  4  Knowing  that  Chrift 
c  being  raifed  from  the  dead,  dieth  no  more  ;  death  hath 
c  no  more  dominion  over  him,’  [Rev.  i.  1  8.  J  4  I  am  he  that 
4  liveth,  and  was  dead  ;  and  behold  I  am  alive  for  ever- 


did)  and  the  other  word  fignifies  not  always  the  immortal 

foul,  but  the  animal  frame  in  general,  either  living  or  dead.  As 
to  the  creed,  Bp.  Pearfon  has  fhewn,  that  this  article  was  firft  in- 
ferted  to  exprefs  the  burial  of  Chrift,  although  afterwards,  when 
that  claufe  was  added,  this  was  explained  of  his  foul.  [See  Bp. 
Pearfon  on  the  Creed,  and  Falks  on  the  Rhemifh  Teftament, 
phqp.  vii,l  [G.  E.] 

6  more* 
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*  ™ore’  Amen*’ — But  he  was  put  in  poflcffion  of  this  eter¬ 
nal  hte,  as  the  head  of  the  body  ;  and  took  poffeffion  of 

it,  not  only  to  enjoy  it  himfelf,  but  bellow  the  fame  on 

all  who  believe  in  him;  fo  that  the  whole  church,  as  it 
were,  rifes  in  him. 

The  re  fa  rre  61  ion  of  Chrift  is  the  moft  joyful  event  that 
ever  came  to  pafs'  ;  becaufe  hereby  Chrift  refted  from 
Sieaf  an-  difficult  work  of  purchaiing  redemption,, 
and  received  God’s  teftimony,  that  it  was  finifhed.  (c) 
The  death  of  Chrift  was  full  of  pain  and  borrow  ;  by 
his  reburreftion  that  borrow  is  turned  into  joy.  The  head 
ot  tlie  church,  in  that  great  event,  enters  on  the  poffief- 
hon  of  eternal  life  ;  and  the  whole  church  is,  as  it  were, 

*  kegotton  again  to  a  lively  hope,5  [I.  Pet.  i.  3.]  Weep- 
u,.g  hciu  continued  ior  a  night,  but  now  joy  cometh  in 
tne  moi nmg,  trie  moft  joyful  morning  that  ever  was. 
This  is  the  day  of  the  reigning  of  the  head  of  the 
church,  and  all  the  church  reigns  with  him.  This  is 
ip o icen  of  as  a  da which  was  worthy  to  be  commemora¬ 
ted  with  the  greateft  joy  of  all  days,  [Pfal.  cxviii.  24.] 
4  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  we  will  re- 

(c)  Chrift  s  refur  region  joyful.]  “  Was  ever  joy  more  ra¬ 
tional?  Was  ever  triumph  more  glorious?  The  triumphant  en¬ 
tries  of  conquerors,  the  fongs  that  rend  the  air  in  praife  of  their 
victories,  the  pyramids  on  which  their  exploits  are  tranbmitted  to 
poicerit} ,  when  tnej/  have  fubdued  an  enemy,  routed  an  army, 
humbled  the  pride,  and  reprefled  the  rage  of  a  foe  ;  ought  not 
all  thefe  to  yield  to  the  joys  that  are  occahoned  by  the  event 
which  we  celebrate  to-day  ?  Ought  not  all  thefe  to  yield  to  the 
victories  of  our  incomparable  Lord,  and  to  his  people’s  expreflion 
of  praife  ?  One  pai  t  of  tiie  gratitude  which  is  due  to  beneficial 
events,  is  to  know  their  value,  and  to  be  affe&ed  with  the  bene¬ 
fits  the}'  piocure.  Let  us  celebrate  the  praife  of  the  author  of 
pur  redemption,  my  brethren  ;  let  us  call  heaven  and  earth  to 
o  1  gratitude*  -Let  an  increafe  of  zeal  accompany  this 
part  of  our  engagements.  Let  a  double  portion  of  tire ’from 
heaven  kindle  our  facrifices,  and,  with  a  heart  penetrated  with 
the  liveliefl  gratitude  and  with  the  moft  ardent  love,  let  each 
Chriftian  exclaim,  4  Blefied  be  the- God  and  Father  of  my  Lord 
4  Jehus  Chrift,  who,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  be- 
4  gotten  me  again  to  a  lively  hope  by  the  refurrettion  of  Jefus 

*  Chrift  from  the  dead.”  [Saurin’s  Sermqns,  YoL  ii.  Sen  8.] 
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c  joice  and  be  glad  in  it.’  And,  therefore,  this  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  day  of  the  church's  lpiritual  rejoicing  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  to  be  weekly  fanftified,  as  their  day 
of  holy  reft  and  joy,  that  the  church  therein  may  reft  and 
rejoice  with  her  head.  And  as  the  iiid.  chap,  of  Genefts  is 
the  moft  forrowful  chapter  in  the  Bible  ;  io  tliofe  chapters 
in  the evangelifts  that  give  an  account  of  the  refurreftion 
of  Chrift,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  moft  joyful  ;  for 
they  give  an  account  of  the  finishing  of  the  purchafe  of 
redemption,  and  the  beginning  of  the  glory  of  the  head 
of  the  church,  as  a  feal  and  earneft  of  the  eternal  glory 
of  all  the  members. 

It  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  the  day  of  the  gofpel 
moft  properly  begins  with  the  refurreftion  of  Chrift. — 
Till  Chrift  arofe  from  the  dead,  the  Old  Teftament  difpen- 
fation  remained:  but  now  it  ceafes,  all  being  fulfilled  that 
was  fhadowed  forth  in  the  typical  ordinances  of  that  dif- 
penfation  :  fo  that  here  moft  properly  is  the  end  of  the 
Old  Teftament  night,  and  Chrift  riling  from  the  grave 
with  joy  and  glory,  as  the  joyful  bridegroom  of  the  church, 
as  a  glorious  conqueror  to  fubdue  their  enemies  under 
their  feet,  was  like  the  fun  riftng  as  it  were  from  under 
the  earth,  after  a  long  night  of  darknefs,  and  coming  forth 
as  a  bridegroom,  prepared  as  a  ftrong  man  to  run  his  race, 
appearing  in  joyful  light  to  enlighten  the  world.  [Pfah 
xix.j  Now  that  glorious  difpenfation  begins,  which  the 
prophets  fo  long  foretold,  now  the  gofpel  fun  is  rifen  in 
glory,  ‘  and  with  healing  in  his  wings,  that  thofe  who  fear 
4  God’s  name,  may  go  forth,  and  grow  up  as  calves  of 
4  the  flail.’  [Mai.  iv.  2.] 

2.  Chrift’s  afcenfion  into  heaven.  In  this  I  would 
include  his  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  For  Chrift’s 
afcenfion,  and  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  can  fcarce- 
ly  be  looked  upon  as  two  diftindl  things:  for  his  afcenfion 
was  nothing  elfe  but  afcending  to  God’s  right  hand  ;  it  was 
his  coming  to  fit  down  at  his  Father’s  right  hand  in  glorv. 
This  was  another  thing  whereby  Chrift  was  put  into  a 
capacity  for  the  accomplifhing  the  effect  of  his  purchafe  •, 
as  one  that  comes  to  deliver  a  people  as  their  king, 

in 
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hi  order  to  it,  and  that  he  might  be  under  the  heft  capa¬ 
city  for  it,  is  hr  ft  enthroned.  We  are  told,  that  Chrift 
was  exalted  for  tnis  end,  that  he  might  accomplilh  the 
fuccefs  of  his  redemption,  [Ads  v.  31.]  ‘  Him  hath  God 
exalted  with  his  right  hand,  for  to  give  repentance  unto 
4  Ifrael,  and  the  remiffion  of  fins.’ 

ChriiVs  aicenfion  into  heaven  was,  as  it  were,  his  folemn 
coronation,  whereby  the  Father  did  let  him  upon  the 
till  one,  and  inveft  him  with  the  glory  of  his  kingdom 
which  he  had  purchafed  for  himfelf,  that  he  might  there- 
fry  obtain  the  iuccefs  of  his  redemption  in  conquering  ah 
Ins  enemies  :  [Pfai.  cx.  1.]  6  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand, 
until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footftook’  Chrill:  enter¬ 
ed  into  heaven,  in  order  to  obtain  the  fuccefs  of  his  pur- 
chafe,  as  the  high  prieft  of  old,  after  he  had  offered  facri- 
hce,  entered  into  the  holy  of  holies  with  the  blood  of  the 
iacrifice,  in  order  to  obtain  the  fuccefs  of  the  facriftcc 
which  he  had  offered.  [See  Heb.  ix.  12.]  He  entered  into 
heaven,  there  to  make  interceftion  for  his  people,  to 
plead  the  facrifice  which  he  had  made  in  order  to  the  fuc- 
ceis  of  it.  [Heb.  vii.  25.] — And  as  he  afeended  into 
heaven,  God  the  Father  did  m  a  viftble  manner  fet  him 
on  the  throne  as  king  of  the  univerfe.  He  then  put  the 
angels  ail  under  him,  and  fubjedfed  heaven  and  earth  un¬ 
der  him,  that  he  might  govern  them  for  the  good  of  the 
people  for  whom  he  had  died.  [Eph.  i.  20 — 22.] — And 
as  Chrift  role  from  the  dead,  io  he  afeended  into  heaven 
as  the  head  of  the  body  and  forerunner  of  all  the  church  ; 
and  fo  they,  as  it  were,  afeend  with  him,  as  well  as  rife 
with  him  ;  fo  that  we  are  both  railed  up  together,  and 
made  to  lit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift,  [Eph. 
ii.  6.] 

The  day  of  Chrift’s  a  fee  n  hon  into  heaven  was  doubtlefs 
a  joyful,  glorious  day  in  heaven  ;  and  as  hea  vert  received 

Chrift,  God-man,  as  its  king,  fo  doubtlefs  it  received  a 

< 

great  acceffion  of  glory  and  happinefs,  far  beyond  what  it 
had  before  :  fo  that  the  times  in  both  parts  of  the  church, 
both  that  part  which  is  in  heaven,  and  alio  that  which 
is  on  earth,  are  become  more  glorious  fincc  Chrift’s  humi¬ 
liation 
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Nation  than  before. — So  much  for  tliofe  things  whereby 
Chrift  was  put  into  the  belt  capacity  for  obtaining  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  redemption. 

§  II.  Dispensations  of  Providence  bY  which 

THIS  SUCCESS  WAS  ESTABLISHED. 

I  WOULD  conlider  thofe  difpenfations  of  Providence, 
by  which  the  means  of  tiiis‘  fuccefs  were  eftablifhed  after 
Chrift’s  refurreclion.  And  thefe  were, 

1.  The  abolishing  of  the  Jewilh  difpenfation.  This  in¬ 
deed  was  gradually  done,  but  it  began  from  the  time  of 
Chrift’s  refurre&ion,  in  which  tlie  abolition  of  it  is 
founded.  This  was  the  firft  thing  done  towards  brinrine 
the  former  ftate  of  the  world  to  an  end.  This  is  to 
be  looked  upon  as  the  great  means  of  the  fuccefs  of 
Chrift’s  redemption.  For  the  Jewlfb  difpenfation  was  not 
fitted  for  more  than  that  one  nation  ;  nor  would  it  have 
been  in  any  wife  practicable  by  thdip  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  to  go  to  Jerufalem  three  times  a  year,  as  was  pre¬ 
scribed  in  that  conftitutioil.  When  therefore  God  had  a 
delign  of  enlarging  his  church,  as  he  did  after  Chrift’s 
refurre&ion,  it  was  neceffary  that  this  difpenfation  fhould 
be  abohihed.  If  it  had  been  continued,  it  would  have 
been  a  great  hindrance  to  the  enlargement  of  the  -church. 
And  befides,  their  ceremonial  law,  by  reafon  of  its  bur- 
denfomenefs,  and  the  great  peculiarity  of  fome  of  its  rites, 
was  as  it  were  a  wail  of  partition,  and  was  the  ground  of 
enmity  between  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  would  have 
kept  the  Gentiles  from  complying  with  the  true  religion. 

I  his  wall  tnciwOie  was  broken  down  to  make  w7ay  for 
the  more  extenilve  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel.  [Eph.  ii.  14,  15.] 

2.  The  next  thing  in  order  of  time  feems  to  be  the 
appointment  of  the  Chriftian  fabbath .  For  though  this 

in  tne  Chriftian  church,  yet 
Hiofc  things  by  which  the  revelation  of  God’s  mind  and 
Will  was  made,  began  on  the  day  of  Chrift’s  refurredion, 

his  appearing  then  to  his  difciples,  [John  xx.  in.]’ 
and  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  his  appearing  from  time 

3  e  to 
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*°  umc  011  ^lat  day  rather  than  anv  other,  [John  xx, 
-6.J  and  oy  his  fending  down  the  Holy  Spirit  fo  remar- 
kaoly  on  that  day,  [A£is  ii.  i.]  and  afterwards  in  direc¬ 
ting  that  public  alTemblies  and  the  public  worfhip  of 
Chiiftians  fhould  be  on  that  day,  which  may  be  conclu¬ 
ded  from  Afts  xx.  7.  I.  Cor.  xvi.  1,  2.  and  Pvev.  i.  10. 
And  lo  the  day  ot  the  week  on  which  Chrift  rofe  from 
tlu  dead,  that  joyful  day,  is  appointed  to  be  the  day  of 
the  church’s  holy  rejoicing  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and 
the  day  of  their  flated  public  worfhip.  (d)  And  this  is  a 
very  great  and  principal  means  of  the  fuccefs  which  the 
gofpel  has  had  in  the  world. 

3.  1  he  next  thing  was  Chrift’s  appointment  of  the 
golpel  miniftry,  and  commiffioning  and  fending  forth  his 
apoflles  to  teach  and  baptize  all  nations,  [Matt,  xxviii. 
19,  20.  j  fi  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  bapti- 
4  zing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  teaching  them  to  obferve  all 
f  things  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  :  and  lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world/- — - 
j  nete  were  three  things  done  by  this  one  inftruftion  and 
commiffion  of  Chrift  to  his  apoflles,  viz.  \ 

(1.)  1  ne  appointment  of  the  office  of  the  gofpel  mi- 
niflry.  for  this  commiffion  which  Chrift  gives  to  his 
apoitles,  in  the  moil  ellential  parts  of  it,  belongs  to  all 
mi  Hi  tiers  ;  and  the  apofrles,  by  virtue  of  it,  were  minif- 
ters  or  elders  of  the  univerfal  church. 

(2.)  Here  is  fo  me  thing  peculiar  in  this  commiffion  of 
the  apoflles,  viz.  to  go  forth  from  one  nation  to  another, 


(d)  Chrift  changed  t tie  sabbath.]  u  If  the  day  on  which  he 
rofe  from  the  dead,  be  the  day  which  is  called  the  Lord’s;  if  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  week  the  primitive  Chriflians,  even  in  the 
apoflolic  times,  did  affemble  for  religious  purpofes  ;  did  hear  the 
word;  did  celebrate  the  flipper  -  did  lay  by  them  in  ftore,  as 
Cod  had  profpered  them ;  fliall  we  not  conclude,  that  it  is  the 
will  of  God  that  now  the  feventh  day  fliall  give  place  unto  the 
fir  ft  ?  Hereby  is  intimated  to  you,  Chriflians*  that  ye  are  not  firft 
to  work,  and  then  to  reft,  as  under  the  ancient  covenant  of  works, 
but  that,  in  the  order  of  the  new  covenant,  your  privilege  precedes 
your  duty,  and  your  labour  follows  after  your  reft/’  [M‘Ewen’s- 
F  flays,  V-ol.  i.  p.  295.] 


preach- 
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preaching  the  gofpel  in  all  the  world.  The  apoflles  had 
fomething  above  what  belonged  to  their  ordinary  character 
as  minifters  ;  they  had  an  extraordinary  power  in  teach¬ 
ing  and  ruling,  which  extended  to  all  the  churches  in  the 
end  of  the  world.  And  fo  the  apoflles  were,  in  fubor- 
dination  to  Chrift,  made  foundations  of  the  Chriftian. 
church.  [See  Eph.  ii.  20.  and  Rev.  xxi.  14.] 

(3.)  Here  is  an  appointment  of  Chriftian  baptifm. 
This  ordinance  indeed  had  a  beginning  before  :  John 
the  Baptift  and  Chrift  both  baptized.  But  now  efpecially 
by  this  inftitution  is  it  eftablifhed  as  an  ordinance  to  be 
upheld  in  the  Chriftian  church  to  the  end  of  the  world. — * 
The  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  was  eftablifhed  juft: 
before  Chrift’s  crucifixion. 

4.  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved,  is  the  enduing  the 
apoftles,  and  others,  with  the  extraordinary  and  miracu¬ 
lous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  luch  as  the  gift  of  tongues, 
the  gift  of  healing,  of  prophecy,  &c.  The  Spirit  of 
God  was  poured  out  in  great  abundance  in  this  refpedt  : 
fo  that  not  only  minifters,  but  a  great  number  of  Chrift 
tians  through  the  world,  were  endued  with  them,  both 
old  and  young  ;  not  only  officers,  and  more  honourable 
perfons,  but  the  meaner  fort  of  people,  fervants  and  hand¬ 
maids,  agreeable  to  Joel’s  prophecy,  [ch.  ii.  28,  29.]  of 
which  the  Apoftle  Peter  takes  notice,  that  it  is  accom- 
pliffied  in  this  difpenfation.  [A<fts  ii.  xi.i 

How  wonderful  a  difpenfation  was  this !  Under  the 
Old  Teftament,  but  few  had  fuch  honours  put  upon  them 
by  God.  fvfofes  wifhed  that  all  the  Lord’s  people  were 
prophets,  [Numb.  xi.  27 — -29.]  whereas  Jofliua  thought 
it  much  that  Eldad  and  Medad  prophefted  :  but  now  we 
find  the  wifh  of  Mofes  'fulfilled.  And  this  continued  in 
a  very  conftderable  degree  to  the  end  of  the  apoftolic  age, 
or  the  firft  hundred  years  after  the  birth  of  Chrift,  which 
is  therefore  called  the  age  of  miracles , 

I  his  was  a  great  means  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  in 
th a age,  and  of  eftablifhing  the  Chriftian  church  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  ;  and  not  only  in  that  age,  but  in  all 

3  C  2  ages 
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ages  to  the  end  of  the  world  :  (e)  for  Chriftianity  being 
bY  tins  means  cftablilhed  through  lb  great  a  part  of  the 
known  world  by  miracles,  it  was  after  that  more  eafilv 
continued  by  tradition  ;  and  then,  by  means  of  thefe 
extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gho.il,  the  apoftles,  and 
others,  were  enabled  to  write  the  New  Teftament,  to  be 
<ui  in  fallible  tule  of  faith  and  manners  to  the  church  to 
tue  end  of  the  world.  Furthermore,  thefe  miracles  Hand 
recorded  in  thofe  writings  as  a  Handing  proof  and  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion  to  all  ages. 

•5;  *  ^ c  ncxt  thing  I  would  obferve  is  the  revealing 
thole  glo.iious  doLltines  of  the  gofpel  more  fully  and  plain¬ 
ly,  which  had  under  the  Old  Teftament  been  obfcurely 
levealed.  The  do&rine  of  Chrift’s  fatisfaftion  and  righ- 
teoufnefs,  his  afceniion  and  glory,  and  the  way  of  falva- 
tion,  under  the  Old  Teftament,  were  in  a  great  meafure 
bid  under  the  vail  of  types  and  fhadows,  and  more  ob- 
icure  revelations,  as  Mofes  put  a  vail  on  his  face  to  hide 
the  fhining  of  it :  but  now  the  vail  of  the  temple  is  rent 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ;  and  Chrift,  the  antitype  of 
of  Mofes,  fhines:  the  fhining  of  his  face  is  without  a  vail , 
j  II.  Coi.  in.  12,  13,  N  18.]  Now  thefe  glorious  myrfte- 
ries  are  plainly  revealed,  which  were  in  a  great  meafure 

(e)  Chriftianity .  eJlalUJhcd  by  miracles.]  u  Imagine  thefe 
venerable  men  addreffing  their  adverfaries  on  the  day  of  the 
Chnflian  pentecoft  in  this  language,  6  Ye  refufe  to  believe  us  on 
\  our  depofitions  ;  five  hundred  of  us  ye  think  are  enthu Hafts  ; 

®  ....  or  perhaps  ye  think  11s  impoftors,  or  take  us  for  madmen. 
6  .  .  .  .  But  bring  out  your  iick  ;  prefent  your  demoniacs ;  fetch 
hithei  youi  dead . Let  all  nations  fend  us  fome  of  their  in- 

*  habitants ;  we  will  reftore  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  fight  to  the 
blind;  we  will  make  the  lame  walk;  we  will  caft  out  devils, 

6  and  raife  the  dead.  We,  we  publicans,  we  illitei  'ate  men,  we 
tent-makers,  we  fifhermen,  we  will  dilcourfe  with  all  the  people 
of  the  world  in  their  own  languages.  We  will  explain  prophe¬ 
cies,  ....  de\  elop  the  moft  fublime  myfteries,  teach  you  no- 

*  tions  of  God,  precepts  for  the  conducft  of  life,  plans  of  mora¬ 
lity  and  religion,  more  extenllve,  more  fublime,  and  more  ad- 

*  vantageous,  than  thofe  of  your  priefts  and  philofophers,  yea, 

4  than  thofe  of  Mofes  himfelf.  We  will  do  more  lhll  ;  we  will 

communicate  thole  gifts  to  you.”  [Saurix’s  Sermons,  Vol.  ii. 
Ser.  8.] 

kept 
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iecret  from  the  foundation  of  the  woild,  [Eph.  in. 
o, — - 3 .  ;  Rom.  xvi.  25*]  4  According  to  tne  levelations 

<  of  the  my  fiery  which  was  kept  Iecret  fince  the  world 

<  began,  but  is  now  made  manifefl;’  [Col.  i.  26.]  6  Even 

*  the  my  fiery  which  hath  been  hid  from  ages,  and  genera- 

*  tions,  but  now  is  made  manifefl  to  his  faints. 

Thus  the  Sun  of  righteoulnefs,  after  it  is  rilen  fioin 
under  the  earth,  begins  to  flnne  forth  clearly,  and  not 
only  by  a  dim  reflection  as  it  did  before.  Chrifl  before 


his  death  revealed  many  things  more  clearly  than  ever 
they  had  been  difcovered  in  the  Old  Teflament  ;  but  the 
great  myilenes  of  Chrifl’s  redemption,  reconciliation  by 
his  death,  and  juflification  by  his  righteoulnefs,  were  not 
fo  plainly  revealed  before  Chrifl  s  refurredion.  Chrifl 
gave  this  reafon  for  it,  that  he  would  not  put  new  wine 


into  old  bottles  :  and  it  was  gradually  done  after  his  re¬ 
furredion.  In  all  likelihood,  Chrifl  much  more  clearly 
inflruded  them  perfonally  after  his  refurredion,  and  be¬ 
fore  his  afcenfion  ;  as  we  read  that  he  continued  with  them 
forty  days,  fpeaking  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  king¬ 
dom,  [Ads  i.  3.]  and  that  6  he  opened  their  underfland- 
<  ing,  that  they  might  underhand  the  fcriptures,’  [Luke 
xxiv.  45.]  But  the  clear  revelation  of  thefe  things  was 
principally  after  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  on  the  day 
of  Pentecofl,  agreeable  to  Chrifl’s  promife,  [John  xvi.  12, 
13.]  ‘  1  have  yet  many  things  to  fay  unto  you,  but  ye 
6  cannot  bear  them  now.  Howbeit,  when  the  Spirit  of 
4  truth  is  come,  he  fhall  guide  you  into  all  truth.’  This 
clear  revelation  of  the  myfleries  of  the  gofpel,  as  they  arc 
delivered,  we  have  chiefly  through  the  hands  of  the  apof- 
tle  Paul,  by  whole  writings  a  child  may  come  to  know 
more  of  the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel,  in  many  refpeds,  than 
the  greatefl  prophets  knew  under  the  darknefs  of  the  Old 
Teflament. — Thus  you  fee  how  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
which  began  to  dawn  immediately  after  the  fall,  and  gra¬ 
dually  grew  and  increafed  through  all  the  ages  of  the  Old 
Teflament,  is  now  come  to  the  light  of  perfed  day,  and 
the  brightnefs  of  the  fun  fhining  forth  in  his  unvailed 
glory. 


6.  The 
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6.  The  next  thing  that  I  would  obferve,  is  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  office  of  deacons  in  the  Chriftian  church, 
which  we  have  an  account  of  in  the  vitb.  chap,  of  the 
At',s,  to  take  care  tor  the  outward  fupply  of  the  members 

of  Chnft’s  church;  and  the  exercife  of  that  great  chriftian 
virtue,  charity,  (f) 

7-  ^  he  calling,  qualifying,  and  fending  the  Apoftle 
J  Tiris  was  begun  in  ins  converiion  as  he  was  going 

to  Damafcus,  and  was  one  of  the  greatell  means  of  the 
fuccefs  of  Ch rift’s  redemption  that  followed  ;  for  this 
i needs  was  more  by  the  labours,  preaching,  and  writings 
or  this  apoftle,  than  all  the  others  put  together.  For* 
as  he  fays,  [I.  Cor.  xv.  io.]  he  4  laboured  more  abun~ 

Gctiiuy  than  they  all fo  alfo  his  fuccefs  was  more 
abundant.  As  he  was  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  fo  it 
was  principally  by  his  miniftry  that  the  Gentiles  were 
called,  and  the  gofpel  fpread  throughout  the  world  ;  and 
the  nations  of  Europe  have  the  gofpel  among  them  chiefly 
through  his  means  ;  and  he  was  more  employed  by  the 

(f)  Deacons  appointed."]  u  It  is  generally  allowed  by  inquE 
reis  into  thefe  lubjehts,  that  in  the  primitive  church  there  were 
deaconejjesy  h  e.  pious  women,  whofe  particular  bufmefs  it  was 
to  aftift  in  the  entertainment  and  care  of  the  itinerant  preachers ; 
vifit  the  ficK  and  imprifoned,  inftrncf  female  catechumens,  and 
affift  at  their  baptiim  ;  then  more  particularly  neceiTary  from  the 
peculiar  cuftoms  of  thofe  countries,  the  perfecuted  ftate  of  the 
church,  and  the  Ipeedier  fpreading  of  the  gofpel.- — Such  a  one 
it  is  reaionable  to  think  Phehe  was,  [mentioned  Rom.  xvi.  id! 
^vho  is  exprefsly  called  [&axo>o»]  a  deaconefs,  or  ftated  fervant,  as 
ij\  ,  Doddridge  renders  it, —  they  were  uinally  w/VAiw,  and  to 
prevent  fcandal,  generally  in  years.  [I.  Tun.  v.  9,  See  alio 
Spanhem.  Hilt.  Chrift  Seen!,  i.  p.  554*]  The  apoftolic  conftitu- 
tions  (as  they  are  called)  mention  the  ordination  of  a  deaconefs, 
and  the  form  of  prayer  ufed  on  that  occafion  ;  [lib.  viii.  ch.  19, 
20.]  Pliny  alfo,  in  his  celebrated'  epiftle  [xcvih]  to  Trajan,  is 
thought  to  refer  to  them,  when  fpeaking  of  two  female  Chrif- 
tians,  whom  he  put  to  the  torture,  he  fays,  qase  minijlra  Pcc- 
bariiur ,  i.  e.  who  were  called  deaconelfes. — Blit  as  the  primitive 
Chriftians  leem  to  be  led  to  this  prahfice  from  the  peculiarity  of 
their  circumftances,  and  the  feripture  is  entirely  filent  as  to  any 
appointment  to  this  fuppofed  office,  or  any  rules  about  it,  it  is, 

I  think,  very  juftly  laid  afide,  at  leaft  a s.an  office.’’  [D.  Tur. 
Kurds  Social  Religion,  p.  85,  86.] 

Holy- 
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Holy  Ghoft  in  revealing  its  glorious  doctrines  in  his  wri¬ 
tings,  for  the  ufe  of  the  church  in  all  ages,  than  all  the 
other  apoftles. 

8.  The  next  thing  I  would  obferve,  is  the  inftitution 
of  ecclefiaftical  councils ,  for  deciding  controverfies*  and 
ordering  the  affairs  of  the  church  of  Chrift:,  of  which  we 
have  an  account  in  the  xvth.  chap,  of  the  A$;s.  (c) 

9.  The  lad  thing  I  fhall  mention  under  this  head,  is 
the  committing  the  New  Teftament  to  writing.  This 
was  all  written  after  the  refurredlion  of  Chrift  ;  and  all 
written,  either  by  the  apoftles,  or  by  the  evangelifts  Mark 
and  Luke,  who  were  companions  of  the  apoftles.  The 
gofpel  of  Mark  is  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  that  Mark 
whofe  mother  w as  Mary,  in  whofe  houfe  they  were  pray¬ 
ing  for  Peter,  when  he,  (brought  out  of  prifon  by  the 
angel,)  came  and  knocked  at  the  door;  [Adis  xii.  12.] 
*  And  when  he  -had  confidered  the  thing,  he  came  to  the 

(g)  The  origin  0/ councils.]  Who  can  help  admiring  the 
primitive  inftitution  of  councils,  and  at  the  fame  time  deploring 
the  abufe  of  them  in  after  ages  ?  While  they  were  aftemblies  of 
excellent  and  apoftolical  men,  who  met  to  confult  and  advife 
with  one  another  on  the  common  interefts  of  Chriftianity,  we 
venerate  and  efteem  them;  but  when  they  degenerated  to  be 
tools  of  ftate,  and  were  compofed  of  men  heated  by  a  fpirit  of 
party,  and  warped  by  fecular  interefts,  who  flowed  their  piety 
only  in  afpiring  to  feats  of  temporal  power,  and  their  zeal  in 
excommunicating  and  perfecuting  each  other  ; — then  they  became 
objebts  only  of  pity  and  contempt.  Yet  (fuch.  is  the  courfe  of 
human  affairs)  as  they  funk  in  value,  they  rofe  in  authority,  and 
when  they  grew  carnal  and  vicious,  were  judged  infallible  and 
divine!  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  multitude  of  coun¬ 
cils  which  alfembled  as  loon  as  the  hand  of  perfecution  permitted  ; 
and  to  point  out  their  contradiflions  and  abfurdities  would  feem  a 
fatire  on  the  Chnfhan  faith.  u  But  the  four  ftrft  general  councils 
are  received  by  all  Proteftants,  &c.  Received,  how- ?  Not  by 
any  in  their  wits,  as  the  rule  of  faith,  or  part  of  it.  They  have 
in  them  fome  things .  true,  fome  things  probable  only,  and  no 
queftion,  fome  things  falfe  ;  and  whether  they  be  true  or  falfe,  (in 
points  of  faith,  I  mean)  feripture  muft  determine.  Well,  this  is 
the  Chriftian’s,  the  Proteftant’s  rule  of  faith !  ....  It  was  de¬ 
parting  from  this  rule,  and  letting  up  an  exorbitant  power  in  the 
church,  and  the  pallors  ot  it,  ....  that  led  on  the  great  apoft 
tafy,  and  helped  up  antichrift  to  his  throne.”  [BenneVs  Mem. 
of  the  Reform,  p.  8.] 

*  houfe 
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ho ufe  of  the  mother  of  John,  whole  firname  was  Mark* 
4  where  many  were  gathered  together  praying.’  He  was  the 
companion  of  the  apoftles  Barnabas  and  Saul,  [Ads  xv. 
37-]  4  And  Barnabas  determined  to  take  with  them  John, 
4  whole  firname  was  Mark ft  He  was  Barnabas’s  lifter’s 
Ion,  and  leems  fometime  to  have  been  a  companion  of 
the  apoftle  Paul,  [Col.  iv.  io.]  4  Ariftarchus,  my  fellow 
4  prifoner,  laluteth  you,  and  Marcus,  lifter’s  Ion  to  Bar- 
4  nabas  ;  touching  whom  ye  received  commandment  :  if 

he  come  unto  you  receive  him.’  The  apoftles  feem  to 
have  made  great  account  of  him,  as  appears  by  thole 
places,  and  alio  by  Adis  xii.  25.  4  And  Barnabas  and  Saul 
4  returned  from  Jerufalem,  and  took  with  them  John, 

4  whofe  firname  was  Mark  ft  and  [Adis  xii.  5.]  4  When 
4  they  were  at  Salamis,  they  preached  the  word  of  God  in 
4  the  fynagogues  of  the  Jews  ;  and  they  had  alfo  John  to 
4  their  minifter  ft  again  [Tim.  iv.  11.]  4  Only  Luke  is 
4  with  me  :  take  Mark  and  bring  him  with  thee  ;  for  he  is 
4  profitable  to  me  for  the  miniftry. 

Luke,  who  wrote  the  gofpel  of  Luke  and  the  book  of 
Adis,  was  a  companion  of  the  apoftle  Paul.  He  is  fpo~ 
ken  of  as  being  with  him  in  the  fail-mentioned  place,  and 
fpeaks  of  himfelf  as  accompanying  him  in  his  travels  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  Adis ;  and  therefore  he  fpeaks  in  the  firil 
per  foil  plural,  We  went  to  fuch  and  fuch  a  place.  He 
was  greatly  beloved  by  the  apoftle  Paul  :  he  is  that  beloved 
phyfician  fpoken  of,  Col.  iv.  14.  The  apoftle  ranks 
Mark  and  Luke  among  his  fellow  labourers,  [Philemon, 
24.]  4  Marcus,  Ariftarchus,  Demas,  Lucas,  my  fellow 
4  labourers.’ 

The  reft  of  the  books  were  all  written  by  the  apoftles 
tjiemfelves.  The  books  of  the  New  Teftament  are  either 
liiftorical,  dodlrinal,  or  prophetical.  The  hijhrical  books 
are  the  writings  of  the  four  evangelifts,  giving  us  tire  hifto¬ 
ry  of  Chrifl,  and  his  purchale  of  redemption,  with  his  re- 
furredlion  and  afeeniion  :  and  the  Adis  of  the  Apoftles* 
giving  an  account  of  the  great  things  by  which  the  Chrif- 
tia.ii  church  was  firft  eftablilhed  and  propagated.  The 
dotlrinal  books  are  the  epiftles.  Thefe,  moft  of  them. 

we 
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we  have  from  the  great  Apofile  Paul.  And  we  have  one 
prophetical  book,  which  takes  place  alter  the  end  of  the 
hiitory  of  the  whole  Bible,  and  gives  an  account  of  the 
great  events  by  which  the  work  of  redemption  was  to  be 
carried  on  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

All  thefe  books  are  iuppoled  to  have  been  written  be¬ 
fore  the  deftru&ion  of  jerufalem,  excepting  tliofe  of 
John,  who  lived  the  longeft  of  all  the  apolfles,  and  wrote, 
as  is  fuppofed,  after  the  deHrudfion  of  Jerufalem.  And  to 
this  beloved  difciple  it  was  that  Chrifl  revealed  tliofe 
wonderful  things  which  were  to  come  to  pafs  in  his 
church  to  the  end  of  time  ;  and  he  put  the  finifhing  hand 
to  the  canon  of  the  fcriptures,  and  fealed  the  whole  of  it. 
So  that  now  that  great  and  Handing  written  rule,  which 
was  begun  about  Mofes’s  time,  was  completed  and  fettled, 
and  a  curfe  denounced  againfl  him  that  adds  any  thing  to 
it,  or  diminifhes  any  thing  from  it.  All  the  Hated  means 
of  grace  were  Hnifhed  in  the  apoHolical  age,  and  are  to  re¬ 
main  unaltered  to  the  day  of  judgement,  (h) — Thus  far 
we  have  confidered  thofe  things  by  which  the  means  of 
grace  were  given  and  eHablifhed  in  the  chriHian  church. 

§  III.  The 


(h)  The  New  Testament  written,']  It  may  not  be  unao 
ceptable  to  our  readers  to  prefent  them  with  the  following  fcheme, 
Horn  the  bell  authorities,  of  the  order  in  which  the  New  Tefta« 
ment  was  written,  with  the  authors  and  dates  of  each  book. 


The  Gospels — according  to  Dr.  Owen. 


St.  Matthew’s, 
St.  Luke’s, 

St.  Mark’s, 

St.  John’s, 

By  St.  Luke, 


at  Jerufalem, 
at  Corinth,  - — 

at  Rome,  - - 

at  Ephefus,  - 

The  Acts. 
at  Rome  or  Alexandria. 


about  A.  D. 


St.  Paul’s  Epistles — according  to  Dr.  Lardne 


It  Theilalonians, 
II.  Theilalonians, 
Galatians, 


I.  Corinthians,  — 

I.  Timothy,  — 

Titus,  —  — 

II,  Corinthians,  — 

Romans,  - 


at  Corinth, 
Ditto, 
at  Corinth, 
at  Ephefus, 
at  Macedonia, 
Ditto,  — 
Ditto,  — 
at  Corinth, 

3  « 


38. 

53* 

63* 

69, 

63. 

R. 

52. 

52* 

52, 

56. 

56* 

56. 

57- 

58, 
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§  III.  T  HE  SUCCESS  OF  ClIRIST’s  REDEMPTION  DU- 
RING  THE  SUFFERING  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

WE  now  come  to  confider  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  re¬ 
demption  during  the  church’s  Differing  perfecuted  hate, 
from  the  refurredlion  of  Chrift  to  the  fail  of  antichrift. 
I  his  Ipace  of  time,  for  the  moil  part,  is  a  ftate  of  the 
church’s  fufferings,  and  is  io  reprefented  in  fcripture.  In¬ 
deed  God  is  pleafed,  out  of  love  and  pity  to  his  eleft,  to 
grant  many  intermiffions  during  this  time,  whereby  the 
days  of  tribulation  are  as  it  were  fhortened.  But  from 
Chrift’s  refurredlion  till  the  fall  of  antichrift  is  the  ap¬ 
pointed  day  of  Zion’s  troubles.  For  the  firft  three  hun¬ 
dred  years  after  Chrift,  the  church  was  for  the  mo  ft  part 
m  a  ftate  of  great  affliction,  the  objedt  of  reproach  and 
perfection  ;  firft  by  the  Jews,  and  then  by  the  heathen. 
After  this,  from  the  beginning  of  Conftantine’s  time,  the 
church  had  reft  and  profperity  for  a  little  while  ;  which  is 
reprefented  [Rev.  vii.  i.]  by  the  angel’s  holding  the  four 
winds  for  a  little  while.  But  prefentlv  after,  the  church 
again  iufFered  perfection,  from  the  Arians  ;  then  anti¬ 
chrift  rofe,  and  the  church  was  driven  away  into  the  wil- 
dernefs,  and  was  kept  down  in  obfcurity,  and  contempt, 
and  fuffering,  for  a  long  time,  before  the  reformation  by 


Ephefians,  ~~ 

—  at  Rome,  - - -  about  A.  D.  61. 

11.  Timothy, 

* —  Ditto, - —  — — 

Ditto,  • — —  - 

61. 

Phi'lippians, 

62. 

Coloiiians,  — 

—  Ditto,  - - —  - - - 

62. 

Philemon,  — 

— •  Ditto,  - — —  - - 

* —  at  Rome  or  in  Italy,  — 

62. 

Hebrews,  — 

63- 

General 

Epistles — according  to  Lardner 

• 

St.  James,  — - 

—  at  Judea,  -  - 

61  or  6  2 

I.  Peter,  — 

—  at  Rome,  . - - - 

64. 

II.  Peter, 

—  Ditto,  - — —  - - 

64. 

Jude,  — 

—  Unknown,  - 

64  or  6^ 

I.  II.  &  III.  John,  at  Ephefus,  —  between 

Revelation. 

So  &  90 

By  St.  John, 

—  at  Patmos  or  Ephefus, 

95  or  95' 

[See  Dr.  Owen's  Obferv.  on  the  Gofpels ;  and  Lardncr  s  Credi¬ 
bility,  Vol.  i.  &  fup.] 

♦  Luther 
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Luther  and  others.  And  fince  the  reformation,  the 
church’s  persecutions  have  been,  in  home  refpects,  beyond 
all  that  ever  were  before.  And  though  fome  parts  of 
God's  church  have  had  reft,  yet  to  this  day,  tor  the  molt 
part,  the  true  church  is  very  much  kept  under  by  its  ene¬ 
mies,  and  fo  we  may  expedt  it  will  continue  till  the  fall 
of  antichrift  ;  and  then  will  come  the  appointed  day  of 
the  church’s  profperity  on  earth,  the  fet  time  in  which 
God  will  favour  Zion,  the  time  when  the  faints  fhall  not 
be  kept  under  by  wicked  men,  as  hitherto  ;  but  wherein 
they  fhall  be  uppermoft,  and  fhall  reign  on  earth,  as  it  is 
faid,  [Dan.  vii.  27.]  6  And  the  kingdom  fhall  be  given  to 
6  the  people  of  the  faints  of  the  molt  High.’ 

This  buffering  ftate  is  in  feripture  [Rev.  xii.  I,  2.] 
reprefented  as  a  time  of  the  church’s  travail,  to  bring 
forth  that, glory  and  profperity  of  the  church  which  fhall 
be  after  the  fall  of  antichrift.  This  is  a  long  time  though 
it  be  fpoken  of  as  being  but  for  a  little  feafon,  in  com¬ 
panion  of  the  eternal  profperity  of  the  church.  Hence 
the  church,  under  the  lone  continuance  of  this  aftlidiion, 

1  ,  0 

cries  out,  [Rev.  vi.  10.]  4  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
4  true,  doft  thou  1  ot  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them 
6  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?*  And  we  are  told,  that  4  white 
4  robes  were  given  unto  every  one  of  them  •  and  it  was 
4  laid  unto  them,  that  they  fhouid  reft  yet  for  a  little  fea- 
4  fon,  until  their  fellow  fervants  alfo,  and  their  brethren, 
that  fhouid  be  killed  as  they  were,  fhouid  be  fulfilled.’ 
So,  Daniel  [xii.  6.]  4  How  long  fhall  it  be  to  the  end  of 
‘  thefe  wonders  :’ 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  during  this  time  the  main  in- 
ftrument  ol  the  church’s  bufferings  has  been  the  Roman 
government :  Rome  is  therefore,  in  the  New  Teftament, 
[Rev.  xvii.  5.]  called  Babylon  ;  becaufe,  as  of  old  the  trou¬ 
bles  of  Jerufalem  were  chiefly  from  that  adverfe  city  ;  fo 
the  troubles  of  the  Chriftian  church,  the  fpiritual  Jeru~ 
falem,  are  principally  from  Rome.  Before  the  time  of 
Conftantine,  the  troubles  of  the  Chriftian  church  were 
from  heathen  Rome  ;  fince  that  time,  from  antichriftian 
Rome.  And  as  of  old,  the  captivity  of  the  Jews  ceafed 

3  D  2  on 
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on  tlie  deftruftion  of  Bcibylon,  To  tlie  time  of  tlie  trouble 
of  the  Chriftian  church  will  ceafe  with  the  deftruftion  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  that  lpiritual  Babylon. 

In  confidering  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  du¬ 
ring  this  time  of  the  church’s  tribulation,  I  would  fhow, 
i.  how  it  was  carried  on  till  the  deftruction  of  Jerufa- 
lem, —  2.  from  thence  to  the  deftru&ion  of  the  heathen 
empire  in  the  time  of  Conftantine, — and,  3.  from  that 
time  to  the  deftruftion  of  antichrift,  with  which  the 
days  of  the  church’s  tribulation  and  travail  end. 

1 .  I  would  fhow  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption 
was  carried  on  from  his  refurre&ion  to  the  deftru&ion.  of 
Jerufalem.  In  fpeaking  of  this,  I  fhall,  (1.)  take  notice 
of  the  fuccefs  ltfelf ;  (2.)  the  oppofition  made  againft  its 
enemies  ;  and,  (3.)  the  terrible  judgements  of  God  011 
thofe  enemies. 

( 1  • )  I  would  obferve  the  fuccefs  itfelf.  Soon  after 
Chrift  had  finifhed  the  purchafe  of  redemption,  and  had 
entered  into  the  holy  of  holies  above  with  his  own  blood, 
*  there  began  a  glorious  fuccefs  of  what  he  had  done  and 
buffered.  Having  undermined  the  foundation  of  Satan’s 
kingdom,  it  began  to  fall  apace.  Swiftly  did  it  haften  to 
ruin  ;  and  Satan  might  now  well  be  faid  to  fall  like  light* 

.  o 

ning  from  heaven.  Satan  before  had  exalted  his  throne 
very  high,  even  to  the  liars  of  heaven,  reigning  with 
great  glory  in  his  heathen  Roman  empire  ;  but  never  be¬ 
fore  had  he  fuch  a  downfal  as  he  had  foon  after  Chrift’s 
afeenfton.  We  may  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  very  lately 
triumphing  in  halving  brought  about  the  death  of  Chrift, 
as  the  greateft  victory  that  ever  he  had  ;  and  poffibly  ima¬ 
gined  he  had  gained  God’s  defign  by  him.  But  he  was 
quickly  made  fenftble,  that  he  had  only  been  ruining  his 
own  kingdom,  when  he  faw  it  falling  fo  faft  foon  after. 
For  Chrift,  having  afceilded,  and  received  the  Holy  Spirit* 
poured  it  forth  abundantly  for  the  converfion  of  thou* 
fands  and  millions  of  fouls. 

Never  had  Chrift’s  kingdom  been  fo  advanced  in  the 
world.  There  probablv  were  more  fouls  converted  in 
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the  age  of  the  apoftles  than  had  been  before  lioio  toe  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world.  Ehus  Crod  io  loon  began  g'on- 
oufly  to  accomplifh  his  promife  to  his  Son,  nz.  that  be 
Ibould  4  fee  his  feed,  and  that  the  pleafure  ol  the  Loid 
*  (hould  profper  in  his  hand,  if  he  would  maice  his  fom 

4  an  offering  for  find  [Ifa.  iiii.  10.]  And, 

fi.]  Here  is  to  be  oblerved  the  fuccefs  which  the 
gofpel  had  among  the  Jews  ;  for  God  hi  ft  began  with 
them.  He  being  about  to  reject  the  main  body  of  that 
people,  firft  calls  in  his  ele£t  from  among  them.  It  was 
fo  in  former  great  and  dreadful  judgements  of  God  on 
that  nation  ;  the  bulk  of  them  were  deflroyed,  and  only 
a  remnant  faved,  or  reformed.  In  the  rejection  of  the 
ten  tribes,  the  bulk  of  them  were  call  off,  when  they  left 
the  true  worfhip  of  God  in  Jeroboam’s  time,  and  after¬ 
wards  more  fully  in  Ahab’s  ;  but  yet  God  had  referved  a 
remnant.  Many  left  their  poileftions  in  thefe  tribes,  and 
went  and  fettled  in  thole  of  Judah  and  Benjamin.  Ami 
afterwards  there  were  feven  thouland  in  Ahab’s  time, 
who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal.  In  the  captivity 
into  Babylon,  only  a  remnant  of  them  ever  returned  to 
their  own  land.  So  now  far  the  greater  part  of  tire  people 
were  rejected  entirely,  but  fome  few  were  faved.  And 
therefore  the  Holy  Ghoft  compares  this  refervation  of  a 
number  that  were  converted  by  the  preaching  of  the  apof- 
ties,  to  thole  former  remnants  :  [Rom.  xi.  27.]  6  Eiaias 
4  alfo  crieth  concerning  Ifrael,  though  the  number  of  the 
f  children  be  as  the  fand  of  the  fea,  a  remnant  fhall  be 
4  favedft  [See  Ha.  x.  22.] 

The  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  among  the  Jews 
after  Chrift’s  afeenfton,  began  by  the  pouring  out  of  the 
Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft.  So  wonderful  was  this 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit,  and  fo  remarkable  and  fwift 
the  effeft  of  it,  that  we  read  of  three  thoufand  who  were 
converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith  in  one  day.  [Adis  ii.  41.] 
and  probably  the  greater  part  of  them  were  favingly 
converted.  We  read  [ver.  47.]  of  God’s  adding  to  the 
church  daily  fuch  as  Ihould  be  faved.  And  loon  after, 
we  are  told,  that  the  number  of  them  was  about  five 
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thoufand.  Not  only  was  there  a  multitude  converted, 
>ut  the  enurch  was  then  eminent  in  piety,  as  appears  by 
Acts  II.  46,  47.  ;  iv.  32.  J 

.  Tllus  the  Chrillian  church  was  firft  formed  of  the  na¬ 
tion  of  Ifrael ;  and  therefore,  when  the  Gentiles  were 
called,  they  were  but,  as  it  were,  added  to  Ifrael,  to  the 
feed  of  Abraham.  They  were  added  to  the  Chriftian 
c  lurch  oi  Hrael,  as  the  profelytes  of  old  were  to  the  Mo- 
laic  church  ;  and  fo  were  grafted  on  the  flock  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  not  a  diitmdt  tree  ;  for  they  are  all  ftill  the  feed 
of  Abraham  and  Ifrael;  as  Ruth  the  Moabitefs,  and  Uriah 
tne  Hittite,  and  other  profelytes  of  old,  were  the  fame 
people,  and  ranked  as  the  feed  of  Ifrael. 

The  Chriftian  church  at  firft  begun  at  Jerufalem,  and 
from  thence  was  propagated  to  all  nations ;  fo  that  this 
cnurch  of  Jerufalem  was  as  it  were  the  mother  of  all 
other  churches  in  the  world ;  agreeable  to  the  prophe- 
CT  [^a-  ji*  3’  4- j  4  Out  of  Zion  (hall  go  forth  the  law 
‘  aild  tke  w^d  of  the  Lord  from  Jer  ufalem  :  and  he 
Iliad  judge  among  the  nations,  and  rebuke  many  people.’ 

bo  that  the  whole  church  is  ftill  fpiritually  God’s  Jeru- 
falem. 

Aitei  this,  we  read  of  many  thoufand  of  Jews  that 
believed  in  Jerufalem,  [Afts  xxi.  20.]  in  other  cities  of 
Judea,  and  different  parts  of  the  world.  For  wherever 
the  apoftles  went,  if  they  found  any  Jews,  their  manner 
was,  firft  to  go  into  the  fynagogues  and  preach  the  gofpel 
to  them,  and  many  in  one  place  and  another  believed  ; 
as  in  Damafcus,  Antioch,  be. 

In  this  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  begun  that  firft  great 
difpenfation  which  is  called  Chrift’s  coming  in  his  king¬ 
dom.  Chrift’s  coming  thus  in  a  fpiritual  manner  for  tiie 
glorious  erection  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  is  repre- 
fented  as  his  coming  down  from  heaven,  whither  he  had 
afeended,  [John  xiv.  18.]  ‘I  will  not  leave  you  com- 
foitleL  ,  1  will  come  unto  you,  lpcaicmg  of  his  c o r  11 1  n 1 1 
by  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of  truth.  And,  [ver.  28.] 

Ve  iiave  heard  how  1  lay  unto  you,  I  go  awav,  and 
‘  come  again  unto  you.’  And  thus  the  apoftles  began  to 
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fee  the  kingdom  of  heaven  come  with  power,  as  he  had 
promiied.  [Mark  ix.  1.] 

[2.]  After  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  had  been  fo  glo- 
rioufly  began  among  the  Jews,  the  1  pi ri t  of  God  was  next 
wonderfully  poured  out  on  the  Samaritans ,  who  were  not 
jews  by  nation,  but  the  pofterity  of  thole  whom  the  king 
of  Aflyxia  removed  from  different  parts  of  his  dominions, 
and  fettled  in  the  land  that  was  inhabited  by  the  ten  tribes, 
whom  he  carried  captive.  But  yet  they  had  received  the 
five  books  of  Moles  and  pradifed  moll  of  the  rites  of  the 
law,  and  fo  were  a  fort  of  mongrel  Jews.  We  do  not 
find  them  reckoned  as  Gentiles  in  the  New  Teftament: 
for  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  is  fpoken  of  as  a  new 
thing  after  this,  beginning  with  the  conversion  of  Corne¬ 
lius.  But  vet  it  was  an  inftance  of  making  that  a  peo¬ 
ple  which  were  no  people  :  for  they  had  corrupted  the 
religion  which  Moles  commanded,  and  did  not  go  up  to 
Jerufalem  to  worlhip,  but  had  another  temple  of  their  own 
in  Mount  Gerizzim  ;  which  is  the  mountain  of  which 
the  woman  of  Samaria  fpeaks,  when  fine  fays,  [  John  iv. 
20.]  4  Our  fathers  worfhipped  in  this  mountain.’  Chrift 
there  does  not  approve  of  their  reparation  from  the  Jews, 
but  tells  the  woman  of  Samaria,  that  they  worfhipped  they 
knew  not  what,  and  that  falvation  is  of  the  Jews.  But 
now  falvation  is  brought  from  the  Jews  to  them  by  the 
preaching  of  Philip,  (excepting  that  before  Chrift  had 
fome  fuccefs  among  them),  with  whole  preaching  there 
was  a  glorious  effufion  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  city  of 
Samaria  ;  where  we  are  told,  that  4  the  people  believed 
4  Philip  preaching  the  things  concerning  the  kingdom  of 
4  Chrift,  and  were  baptized,  both  men  and  women  ;  and 
4  that  there  was  great  joy  in  that  city,’  [Ads  viii.  8. — 1  2.] 

Thus  Chrift  had  a  glorious  harveft  in  Samaria  ;  which 
is  what  he  feems  to  have  refpedt  to,  in  what  he  laid  to 
his  difciples  at  Jacob’s  well  three  or  four  years  before,  on 
eccalion  of  the  people  of  Samaria’s  appearing  at  a  diftance 
in  the  fields  coming  to  the  place  where  he  was,  at  the 
inftigation  of  the  woman  of  Samaria.  On  that  occalion 
he  bids  hjs  difciples  lift  up  their  eyes  to  the  fields,  for  that 
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they  were  white  to  the  harveft,  [John  iv.  35,  36.]  The 
chfpofition  which  tiie  people  01  Sa.111a.r1a.  fhowed  towards 
C  Prill  and  his  gofpel,  evidenced  that  they  were  ripe  for  the 
hai  veil.  And  now  harveft  is  come  by  Philip’s  preaching. 
There  ufed  to  be  a  moft  bitter  enmity  between  the  Jews 
and  Samaritans  ;  but  now,  by  their  converfion,  the 
Chnftian  Jews  and  Samaritans  are  all  happily  united  ;  for 
m  Chrift  Jefus  is  neither  Jew  nor  Samaritan,  but  Chrift 
is  ail  m  all.  This  was  a  glorious  inftance  of  the  wolf’s 
dwelling  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard’s  lying  down 
with  the  kid.  [Ha.  xi.  6.] 

[3v]  ^ie  next  thing  to  be  obferved,  is  the  calling  of 
uie  ( 1  entiles .  I  his  was  a  great  and  glorious  dilpenfation 
much  Ipoken  of  in  the  Old  Teftament,  and  by  the  apof- 
t;es  time  after  time,  as  a  moft  glorious  event  of  Chrift’s 
redemption.  'Phis  was  begun  in  the  converfion  of  Corne- 
Lus  and  his  family,  greatly  to  the  admiration  of  Peter, 
and  of  thole  who  were  with  him  or  were  informed  of  it ; 
[Acfs  x.  &  v  h]  And  the  next  inftance  of  it  that  we  have 


any  account  of,  was  in  the  converfion  of  great  numbers 
of  Gentiles  in  Cyprus,  and  Cyrene,  and  Antioch,  by  the 
difciples  that  were  fcattered  abroad  through  the  perfec¬ 
tion  which  aiofe  about  Stephen,  [Adds  xi.  19- — 21.] 
And  prefentiy  upon  this  the  difciples  began  to  be  called 
Chriftians  firft  at  Antioch,  [ver.  26.} 

After  this,  vaft  multitudes  of  Gentiles  were  converted 
in  many  different  parts  of  the  world,  chiefly  by  the  mi- 
niltry  of  the  Apoffle  Paul,  the  Spirit  wonderfully  accom¬ 
panying  his  preaching  in  one  place  and  another.  Mul¬ 
titudes  flocked  into  the  church  of  Chrift  in  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  cities  where  the  Apoftle  came.  So  the  number  of 
the  members  of  the  Chnftian  church  that  were  Gentiles, 
foon  far  exceeded  the  number  of  its  Jew  if  h  members  ; 
mfomuch  that  in  lefs  than  ten  years  time  after  Paul  was 
lent  forth  from  Antioch  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles,  it  w^as 
faid  of  him  and  his  companions,  that  they  had  turned  the 
world  uplide  down,  [Adis  xvii.  16.]  <  Thefe  that  have 
1  turned  the  world  uplide  down  are  come  hither  alfo.1 
But  the  moft  remarkable  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  in  a 

parti- 
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particular  city  that  we  have  an  account  or  in  the  New 
Teitament,  feenis  to  be  that  in  the  great  city  of  Ephcfus. 
[Adts  xix.j  There  was  alio  a  very  extraordinary  in-gather¬ 
ing  of  fouls  at  Corinth,  one  of  the  greatell  cities  of 
Greece.  And  after  this  many  were  converted  in  Rome, 
then  the  chief  city  of  the  known  world  ;  and  the  gofpel 
was  propagated  into  all  parts  of  the  Roman  empire. 
Thus  the  gofpel  fun,  which  had  lately  rifen  on  the  Jews, 
now  role  upon,  and  began  to  enlighten,  the  heathen  world 
after  they  had  continued  in  grofs  darknefs  for  io  many 
ages. 

O 


This  was  a  great  thing,  and  fuch  as  never  had  been 
before.  All  nations  but  the  Jews,  and  a  few  who  had 
atone  time  and  another  joined  with  them,  had  been  rejec¬ 
ted  from  about  Mo  fee’s  time.  The  Gentile  world  had 
been  covered  over  with  the  thick  darknefs  of  idolatry  * 
but  now,  at  the  joyful  found  of  the  gofpel,  they  began  in 
all  parts  to  forfake  their  old  idols,  to  abhor  and  call  them 
to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats,  and  to  learn  to  worlhip  the 
true  God,  and  trull  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrifl :  and  God 
owned  them  for  his  people  ;  thofe  who  had  io  long  been 
alar  off,  were  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrifl.  Men 
were  changed  from  being  heathenifh  and  brutifh,  to  be 
the  children  of  God  ;  were  called  out  of  Satan’s  kingdom 
of  darknefs,  and  brought  into  God’s  marvellous  light  ♦ 
and  in  almofl  all  countries  throughout  the  known  world 


were  affemblies  of  the  people  of  God  ;  joyful  praifes  were 


lung  to  the  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  the  Redeemer. 
Now  that  great  building  which  God  began  foon  after  the 
fall  of  man,  riles  glorioufly,  not  as  it  had  done  in  former 
ages,  but  in  quite  a  new  manner  ;  now  Daniel’s  prophe¬ 
cies  concerning  the  laid  kingdom,  which  fhould  fucceed 
the  four  heatheniih  monarchies,  begin  to  be  fulfilled  ; 
now  the  Rone  cut  out  of  the  mountains  without  hands, 
began  to  finite  the  image  on  its  feet,  to  break  it  in  pieces, 
to  grow  great,  and  to  make  great  advances  towards  Riling 
the  earth  ;  and  now  God  gathers  together  the  eledl  from 
the  four  winds  of  heaven,  by  the  preaching  of  the  apoflles 
and  other  miniiters,  t lie  angels  of  the  Chriilian  church 
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lent  forthwith  the  great  found  of  the  gofpel  trumpet,  be¬ 
fore  the  deftruCtion  of  Jerufalem,  agreeable  to  what  Chrift 
had  foretold.  [Matt.  xxiv.  31.] — This  was  the  fuccefs  of 
Chrift* s  purchafe  during  the  firft  period  of  the  Chriftian 
church,  which  terminated  in  the  deftruCtion  of  Jerufa- 
lem. 

(2.)  I  would  proceed  now  to  take  notice  of  the  oppo- 
iition  which  was  made  to  this  fuccefs  by  the  enemies  of 
it.  Satan,  who  lately  was  fo  ready  to  triumph  and  exult, 
as  though  he  had  gained  the  victory  in  putting  Chrift  to 
death,  now  finding  himfelf  failing  into  the  pit  which  he 
had  digged,  and  feeing  Chrift’s  kingdom  make  fuch  ama¬ 
zing  progrefs,  as  never  had  been  before,  we  may  conclude 
he  was  filled  with  the  greateft  confufion  and  aftonifhment, 
and  hell  feemed  to  be  effectually  alarmed  by  it  to  make  the 
moft  violent  oppoftion.  And,  firft,  the  devil  ftirred  up 
the  Jews,  who  had  before  crucified  Chrift,  to  perfecute  the 
church  :  for  it  is  obferveable,  that  the  perfecution  which 
the  church  buffered  during  this  period,  was  moftly  from 
the  Jews.  Thus  we  read  in  the  Acts,  when,  at  Jerufa¬ 
lem,  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  poured  out  at  Fentecoft,  how 
the  Jews  mocked.,  and  faid,  4  Thefe  men  are  full  of  new 
4  wine  ;*  and  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  with  the  captain 
of  the  temple,  were  alarmed,  and  beftirred  themfelves  to 
oppofe  and  perfecute  the  apoftles  ;  they  firft  apprehended 
and  threatened  them,  and  afterwards  imprifoned  and  beat 
them  ;  breathing  out  threatenings  and  daughter  againft 
the  difciples  of  the  Lord,  they  ftoned  Stephen  in  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  rage  ;  and  were  not  content  to  perfecute  thofe  that 
they  could  find  in  Judea,  but  lent  abroad  to  Damafcus 
and  other  places,  to  perfecute  all  that  they  could  find  every 
where.  Herod,  who  was  chief  among  them,  ftretched 
forth  his  hand  to  vex  the  church,  killed  James  with  the 
fword,  and  proceeded  to  take  Peter  alfo,  and  caft  him  into 
prifon,  [Adis  xii.  1 — 3.] 

So  in  other  countries,  almoft  where-ever  the  apoftles 
came,  the  Jews  oppofed  the  golpel  in  a  moft  malignant 
manner,  contradicting  and  blaiphemmg.  How  many 

things  did  the  bleffed  Apoftle  Paul  luffs r  at  their  hands 

in 
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in  one  place  or  another !  How  violent  and  blood-thhfty 
did  they  lhew  themlelves  towards  him,  when  lie  came  to 
bring  mercy  to  his  nation!  In  this  persecution  and  cru¬ 
elty  was  fulfilled  that  of  Chrift,  [Matt,  xxiii.  34 J  ‘  Be- 
6  hold,  I  fend  you  prophets,  and  wife  men,  and  fciibes  ; 
<  and  fome  of  them  ye  fhall  kill  and  crucify,  and  fome  of 
4  them  fhall  ye  fcourge  in  your  fynagogucs,  and  perfecute 
4  them  from  city  to  city.’ 

(3.)  I  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  judgements  which 
were  executed  on  thole  enemies  of  Gnnft,  the  peiiec-uting 
Jews. 

[  1.]  The  bulk  of  the  people  were  given  up  to  judicial 
blindnefs  of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart.  Chrift  de¬ 
nounced  Inch  a  woe  upon  them  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  ; 
[Matt.  xiii.  14,  15.]  and  the  Apoftle  Paul  repeated  it, 
[Adts  xxviii.  25 — 27*  ]  and  under  this  curfe,  this  judi¬ 
cial  blindnefs  and  hardnefs,  they  remain  to  this  very  day, 
having  been  fubjeft  to  it  tor  about  1700  years,  being  the 
moft  awful  inftance  of  fuc-h  a  judgement,  and  monuments 
of  God’s  terrible  vengeance,  of  any  people  that  ever  were. 
That  they  fhould  continue  from  generation  to  generation 
fo  obftinately  to  reject  Chrift,  lo  that  it  is  a  very  rare 
thing  that  any  one  of  them  is  converted  to  the  Chnftian 
faith,  though  their  own  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
which  they  acknowledge,  are  fo  full  of  plain  te it i monies 
againft  them,  is  a  remarkable  evidence  ot  their  being 
dreadfully  left  of  God. 

[2.]  They  were  rejected  and  caft  off  from  being  any 
longer  God’s  vifible  people.  They  were  broken  off  from 
the  ftock  of  Abraham,  and  ftnce  that  have  no  more  been 
reputed  his  feed,  than  the  Ifhmaelitcs  or  Edomites,  who. 
are  as  much  his  natural  feed  as  they  are.  The  greater  part 
of  the  two  tribes  were  now  caft  off,  as  the  ten  tribes  bad 
been  before,  and  another  people  were  taken  in  their  room, 
agreeable  to  the  predictions  of  their  own  prophets  :  as  of 
Mofes ,  [Deut,  xxxii.  21,]  4  They  have  moved  me.  to  jea- 
4  loufy  with  that  which  is  not  God  ;  they  have  provoked 
4  me  to  anger  with  their  vanities  ;  and  I  will  move  them 
4  to  jedoufy  with  thofe  which  gre  not  a  people,  \  will 
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‘  provoke  them  to  anger  with  a  foolifh  nation;’  and  of 
Jjcuah ,  [Ixv.  i.]  6  l  am  fought  of  them  that  afked  not 

foi  me  ;  i  am  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not.’ _ - 

They  were  vifibly  rejeded  and  call  off,  by  God’s  directing 
his  apodles  to  turn  away  from  them,  and  let  them  alone* 
[Ads  xiih  46,  47.]  ‘  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas  waxed 
6  bold,  and  faid,  It  was  neceffary  that  the  word  of  God 
fliould  hi  ft  have  been  fpoken  to  you  ;  but  feeing  ye  put 
it  fiom  you,  and  judge  yourfelves  unworthy  of  everlaf- 
ting  life,  lo,  we  turn  to  the  Gentiles  ;  for  fo  hath  the 

4  Lord  , commanded  usd  [See  alio  Ads  xviii.  6.  and 
xxviii.  28.] 

I  hus  far  we  have  had  the  fcripture  hidory  to  guide  us  ; 
hencefoi  ward  we  fhail  have  the  guidance  only  of  two 
things,  fcripture  prophecy,  and  human  hiflory. 

(3.)  The  third  and  laid  judgement  of  God  on  thofe 
enemies  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  golpel  which  I  fhail  mention 
.1  tae  terrible  dedrudion  of  their  city  and  country  bv  the 
Romans.  I  hey  had  great  warning,  and  many  means 
weie  ufed  with  them  before  this  deftrudion.  Fird* 
John  the  Baptift  warned  them,  and  told  them,  that  the 
axe  was  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree  ;  and  that  every  tree 
wmch  mould  not  bring  forth  good  fruit,  fliould  be  hewn 
down  and  call  into  the  fire.  [Matt.  iii.  10.]  Then  Ohrid 
warned  them  very  particularly,  and  told  them  of  their  ap¬ 
proaching  dedrudion,  and  at  the  thoughts  of  it  wept  over 
them.  After  Ohrid  s  afeenfion  the  apodles  abundantly 
warned  tnem.  But  they  obdinately  went  on  in  their 
oppofition  to  Ohrid  and  his  church,  and  in  their  bitter 
perlecuting  pradices.  Their  malignant  periecution  of 
the  Apoitle  Paul,  of  which  we  have  an  account  towards 
the  end  of  the  Ads  of  the  apodles,  is  fuppofed  to  have 

been  not  more  than  feven  or  eight  years  before  their  de¬ 
ftrudion. 

Alter  this  God  was  pleafed  to  give  them  another  re¬ 
markable  warning  by  the  Apodle  Paul,  in  his  epidle  to 
the  Hebrews,  which  wTas  written,  as  is.  fuppofed,  about 
four  years  before  their  dedrudion :  wherein  the  plained  and 
cleared  arguments  are  fet  before  them  from  their  own  law, 
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and  from  their  prophets,  for  whom  they  profeifcd  fuch  a 
regard,  to  prove  that  Chrift  Jefus  mull  be  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  all  their  law  pointed  to  him  and  typified 
him,  and  that  their  Jewifh  difpenfation  mail  needs  have 
now  cealed.  For  though  the  epiflle  was  more  immediately 
dire&ed  to  the  Chriilian  Hebrews,  yet  the  matter  of  the 
epiflle  plainly  fhows  that  the  apoftle  intended  it  tor  the 
ufe  and  conviction  of  the  unbelieving  Jews.  And  in  this, 
epiille  he  mentions  particularly  the  approaching  deftruc- 
tion  and  fiery  indignation  which  fhould  devour  the  adver- 
faries.  [Chap.  x.  25 — 27.] 

But  the  generality  of  them  refuting  to  receive  conviction, 
God  foon  deltroyed  them  with  fuch  terrible  circumftances, 
as  the  deflruClion  of  no  country  or  city  fince  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  world  can  parallel  ;  agreeable  to  what  Chrift 
foretold,  [Matt.  xxiv.  21.]  4  For  then  lhall  be  tribulation, 

4  fuch  as  was  not  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this 
*  time,  no,  nor  ever  fhali  be.’  The  deftruclion  of  Jerufa- 
lem  by  the  Babylonians  was  very  terrible,  as  it  is  in  a  moil 
affefting  manner  deferibed  by  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  in 
his  Lamentations  ;  but  this  was  nothing  to  the  dreadful 
mifery  and  wrath  which  they  buffered  in  this  deftru&ion  : 
God,  according  as  Chrill  foretold,  bringing  on  them  all 
the  righteous  blood  that  had  been  died  from  the  founda¬ 


tion  of  the  world.  Thus  the  enemies  of  Chrill  are  made 
his  footflool  after  his  afeenfion,  agreeable  to  God’s  pro- 
mi  fe,  [Pfal.  cx.  i.]  and  Chrill  rules  them  with  a  rod  of 
iron.  They  had  been  kicking  againfl  Chrift,  but  they 
did  but  kick  againfl  the  pricks.  The  briars  and  thorns  fet 
themfelves  againft  him  in  battle  ;  but  he  went  through 
them  ;  he  burnt  them  up  together.  [Ifa.  xxvii.  4.] 

The  deftruClion  of  Jerufalem  was  in  all  refpeCls  agree¬ 
able  to  what  Chrift  had  foretold,  [Matt,  xxiv.]  by  the  ac¬ 
count  which  Jofephus  gives  of  it,  who  was  then  prefent, 
and  was  one  of  the  Jews,  who  had  a  fhare  in  the  calamity, 
and  wrote  the  hiftory  of  their  deftruftion.  (1)  Many  cir- 


cumftanccs 

( 1 )  Jerufalem  aeftroyed ,  as  Chrift  had  Foretold.]  A  compa- 
rifoa  of  our  Lord’s  predictions  with  the  narrative  of  the  jewilh 
liiftorian,  JoJ'ephusy  forms  the  moil  linking  correfpondence  of 

prophecy 
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cum  fiances  o(  this  detraction  refembled  the  deftruftion 
ot  tlie  wicked  at  the  day  of  judgement,  by  his  account, 
being  accompanied  with  many  fearful  fights  in  the  hea¬ 
vens, 


prophecy  and  hiftory  that  was  perhaps  ever  exhibited,  as  is  fhewn 
at  large  by  Bp.  Newton,  [on  the  Prophecies,  Vol.  li,  Dif.  1 8.1 
iitviii  u  horn  we  (hall  lele&  the  few  following  circumftances  : 

i.  Many  falle  Chrifls  were  to  precede  this  event,  — Such 
were  Simon  Magus,  [A&s  viii.  9,  10.]  Theudas,  Judas  of  Ga¬ 
lilee,  [Ads  v.  36,  37.]  the  Egyptian  impoflor,  [Ads  xxi.  38.] 
ami  many  others  mentioned  by  Joiephus. 

Wars,  (amines,  peltilence,  and  earthquakes ! —  Jofephus, 
[de  Bello  Jud.  lib.  ii.  j  is  full  ot  the  wars  and  rumours  of  wars 
111  tn._.  iejgm  of  Caligula,  Clauciius,  and  Nero,  during  which 

numbers  were  deftroyed.— - Famines ,  particularly  one  in  the  days 

of  Claudius,  mentioned  by  St.  Luke,  [A&s  xi.  28.]  Jofephus, 
and  Suetonius.  4  Earthquakes  in  divers  places/  as  in  Crete 
cmvrna,  Miletus,  Chios,  Samos,  Laodicea,  Hierapolis,  Colofle, 
Campania,  and  Rome,  mentioned  by  Philoflratus,  Tacitus,  Sue¬ 
tonius,  and  Jofephus. 

3*.  6  Fearful  lights  and  great  figos/  —  Jofephus  mentions  a 
llai  in  fit  ape  like  a  iv  ore!,  hanging  over  Jerufalem  for  a  long  time 
together— armies  fighting  in  the  clouds,  a  miraculous  lightln  the 
night  for  half  an  hour :  a  cow  which  brought  forth  a  lamb  ;  the 
maffy  brazen  gate  of  the  temple  opening  of  itfelf ;  a  voice  in 
the  temple,  4  Arife,  let  us  go  hence  /  and  what  he  reckons  worfe 
than  ah,  the  extraordinary  condu&  of  one  Jefus,  [an  apparent 
lunatic)  who  for  more  than  feven  years  went  about  the  city  pro¬ 
claiming  4  woe  to  Jerufalem — woe  to  the  city,  and  to  the  people, 

4  and  to  the  temple/  and  could  by  no  means  be  refrained. 

4.  4  When  ye  lee  the  abomination  of  defolation/  (/.  4  [e- 

c  rulalem  compaflfed  with  armies,  Luke  xxi.  20. )— flee  into  the 
4  mountains.’  So  when  Celiius  Gallus  came  with  his  army,  after 
his  retreat,  and  efpecially  when  Vefpafian  brought  his  forces 
again  11  Jeruialem, — numbers  of  Jewrs  (led  into  the  mountainous 
country,  and  the  Chriilians  in  particular  to  Pella,  on  the  other 
fide  Jordan  ;  10  that  it  does  not  appear  that  one  Chriflian  perifhed 
in  the  deftru&iou  of  Jerufalem. 

5.  4  Not  one  (tone  to  be  left  upon  another.’ — This  was  ful¬ 
filled  by  the  foldiers  of  Titus  burning  the  temple,  and  then  dig- 
ring,  and  afterwards  Terentius  Rufus  ploughing  up  its  founda- 


& 
tion 


6.  Then  dial!  be  great  tribulation,  fuch  as  had  not  been 
1  from  the  beginning  of  the  world ;  they  flaall  be  flain,  and  led 
4  captive  into  all  nations.’ — So  Jofephus,  44  If  the  misfortunes  of 
all  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  were  compared  with  thofe  of 
the  Jews,  they  would  appear  much  inferior  upon  the  comparl- 
fon/’  [Proem.  §  4.]  To  evince  the  truth  of  this  remark,  we 
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veils,  and  with  a  reparation  of  the  righteous  from  the 
wicked.  Their  city  and  temple  were  burnt,  and  rafed  to 
the  ground,  and  the  ground  on  which  the  city  Hood, 
was  plowed  ;  and  lo  one  ftone  was  not  left  upon  an¬ 
other,  [Matt.  xxiv.  2.] 

The  people  had  ceafed  for  the  moil  part  to  be  an  inde¬ 
pendent  government  alter  the  Rabylonifh  captivity,  but 
the  feeptre  entirely  departed  from  Judea,  on  the  death  of 
Archelaus ;  and  then  Judea  was  made  a  Roman  province 

{hall  fubjoin  a  lift  of  the  unhappy  Jews  that  perifhed  in  this  de- 
flrudtion,  in  Judea  and  the  neighbouring  countries,  as  colledled 
by  Lifjtus  and  others  from  various  parts  of  Jofephus’s  hiftory. 


At  Jerufalem,  by  Florus’s  orders,  - ■  • - ■  3j^°° 

By  the  inhabitants  ol  Csefarea,  - — -  - -  20,000 

At  Scythopolis  in  Syria,  — —  - —  13,000 

At  Alcalon,  - -  — — •  — —  —  2,-00 

At  Ptolemais,  — —  - — —  -  ~ 2,000 

At  Alexandria,  — — -  * - -  -  — — ~  5°>00° 

At  Damafcus,  - -  - -  ^  - -  - - 10,000 

At  the  taking  of  Joppa  by  Ceftius  Gallus,  - — - -  8,400 

In  the  mountain  of  Afamon,  - - — - •  2,000 

In  a  fight  at  Afcalon,  - -  — — -  — —  10,000 

In  an  ambufli, - -  • -  -  ~ - -  8,oco 

Atjapha,  * - ■ - - -  - — -  15,000 

Upon  mount  Gerizzim,  -  - — —  — —  11,600 

At  Joppa,  when  taken  by  Vefpaiian,  — -  4,200 

Slain  at  Tarichasa,  — — —  — —  7’7co 

Slain,  or  killed  themfelves,  at  Gamala,  - - -  9,000 

Killed  in  their  flight  from  Gifchala,  ■ — —  * ~  6,000 

At  the  liege  of  Jotapa,  — —  — - —  — - —  40,000 

Of  the  Gadarenes  (befides  numbers  drowned)  * — —  15,000 

In  the  villages  of  Idumea,  - - -  - - -  10, oca 

At  Gerala,  — - -  - — - — -  — -  1,000 

At  Machaerus,  - -  1 — - — -  — — * — -  1,700 

Slew  themfelves  at  Mafada,  — -  — - —  —  960 

In  the  defert  of  Jardes,  • — —  • — — —  3,000 

In  Cyrene,  by  the  Governor  Catulus,  - —  3,000 

At  Jerufalem,  during  the  fiege,  -  —  i»  100,000 


Total  1,357,660 

Add  to  thefe  97,000  prifoners  doomed  to  flaverv,  befides  11,000 
itarved  to  death  through  negledt  or  othervvife,  and  an  innumera¬ 
ble  multitude  which  perifhed  in  woods,  caves,  defer  ts,  &c.  of 
whom  no  computation  could  be  made,  [G,  E*] 

after 
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after  this  they  were  rejected  from  being  the  people  of  God  ; 
but  now  their  very  city  and  land  are  utterly  deftroyed, 
and  themfelves  carried  away  ;  and  fo  have  continued  in 
their  difperfions  through  the  world  for  now  1700  years. 

Onus  there  was  a  final  end  to  the  Old  Teftament 
world  :  all  was  finilhed  with  a  kind  of  day  of  judgement, 
m  which  the  people  of  God  were  faved,  and  his  enemies 
L'~lxil,bv  aUliOveu.-  I  bus  does  he  who  wras  fo  lately 
mockec,  delpiied,  and  fpit  upon  by  tliefe  Jews,  and 
whole  followers  they  fo  malignantly  perfecuted,  appear 
glonoufiy  exalted  over  ins  enemies. 

Raving  thus  fhown  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  pur- 
cviaie  was  carried  on  till  the  deflrudtion  of  Jerufalem,  I 
come  now, 

2.  io  mow  how  it  was  carried  on  from  that  time  till 
toe  defcruction  or  the  heathen  empire  in  the  time  of  Con- 
Rant  me  the  Gieat,  which  is  the  fecond  great  event  com¬ 
pared  to  Chr ill’s  coming  to  judgement. 

Jeiuialem  was  deitroyed  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  68, 
(k)  and  10  before  that  generation  palled  away  which  was 
contemporary  with  Chrift  >  and  it  was  about  thirty-five 
years  alter  Chrififs  death.  The  deftruclion  of  the  heathen 
empire  under  Conflantine,  was  about  260  years  after  this* 
in  blowing  how  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  was  carried  on 
through  this  time,  I  would,  (1.)  Take  notice  of  the  op¬ 
position  made  againft  it  by  the  Roman  empire.  (2.)  How 
the  work  or  the  gofpel  went  on  notwithstanding  that  op- 
polition.  (3.)  The  peculiar  circumftaiices  of  tribulation 
and  ct utre fs  the  cnurch  was  in  juft  before  their  deliverance 
by  Conflantine*  The  great  revolution  of  Conftantine’s 
time. 


(k)  Jerufalem  defrayed  about  A.  D.  68.]  We  would  take 
this  opportunity  to  obferve,  that,  probably,  our  author’s  dates 
tv  ere  -often  taken  from  memory ,  with  an  intent  to  revile  them  be- 
tore  publication,  had  his  life  been  fpared.  They  differ,  however, 
but  very  little  from  the  bell  authorities,  and  this  difference  we 
than,  carefui  y  obferve.  The  deflrublion  ot  Jerufalem  is  commonly 
placed  in  A.  D*  70,  [G.  E.  \ 

(1.)  I 
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(1.)  I  would  briefly  fhow  what  opposition  was  made 
againft  the  gofpel,  and  the  kingdom  of  Ghrift,  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire.  The  oppofition  that  was  made  to  the  gofpel 
by  the  heathen  Roman  empire,  was  chiefly  after  the  de~ 
ftrudion  of  Jerufalem  though  the  oppofition  began  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  the  oppofition  that  was  before  the  deftrudiom 
6f  Jerufalem,  was  principally  by  the  Jews.  But  when. 
Jerufalem  was  defiroyed,  the  Jews  were  put  out  of  a 
capacity  of  troubling  the  church.  Now  therefore  the 
devil  turns  his  head  el  few  he  re,  and  ufes  other  inftru- 
ments.  The  oppofition  which  was  made  in  the  Roman 
empire  againft:  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  was  of  two  kinds. 

[  1 « ]  They  employed  all  their  learning,  philofophy,  and 
wit,  in  oppofing  it.  Chrift,  as  we  have  obferved,  came 
into  the  world  when  learning  and  philofophy  were  at  their 
height.  This  was  employed  to  the  utmoft  againfi:  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift.  The  gofpel,  which  held  forth  a  cruci¬ 
fied  Saviour,  was  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  notions  of  the 
phiiofophers.  The  Chriftian  fcheme  of  trufting  in  fuch 
a  crucified  Redeemer  appeared  foolifh  and  ridiculous  to 
them.  Greece  was  a  country  the  1110ft  famous  for  learn¬ 
ing  of  any  in  the  Roman  empire  ;  but  the  apoftle  obferves, 
that  t he  dodrine  of  Chrift  crucified  appeared  foolifhnefs 
to  the  Greeks,  [L  Cor.  i.  23.]  and  therefore  the  wife  men. 
and  phiiofophers  oppofed  the  gofpel  with  all  their  wit. 
We  have  a  fpecimen  of  their  oppofition  in  their  treatment 
or  the  Apoftle  Paul  at  Athens,  which  had  been  for  many 
ages  the  chief  feat  of  philofophy.  We  read,  [Ads  xvih 
18.]  that  the  phiiofophers  of  the  Epicureans  and  Stoicks 
encountered  him,  faying,  4  What  will  this  babbler  fay  ? 

‘  He  ieemeth  to  be  a  fetter  forth  of  ftrange  gods.’  So 
they  were  wont  to  deride  and  ridicule  Chriftianity.  And 
after  the  deftrudion  of  Jerufalem,  feveral  phiiofophers 
publilhed  books  againft  it ;  the  chief  of  whom  were  Celfus 
and  Porphyry ,  (l)  who  wrote  againfi  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion 

(l)  Cels  us  and  Porphyry.]  Celfus,  not  the  phyfirian,  but 
the  Epicurean  philofopher,  flourifhed  about  A.  D.  1  co  •  and 
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hgion  with  a  great  deal  of  virulence  and  contempt,  much 
after  the  manner  of  the  Deifls  of  the  prefent  age.  Some 
of  their  writings  yet  remain.  As  great  enemies  and  de- 
fpifers  as  they  were  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  yet  they 
never  denied  the  facts  recorded  of  Chriil  and  his  apoftles 
in  the  New  Teftament,  particularly  the  miracles  which 
they  wrought,  but  allowed  them.  They  lived  too  near 
the  times  wherein  thefe  miracles  were  wrought  to  deny 
them  ;  for  they  were  fo  publicly  done,  and  fo  lately,  that 
neither  Jews  nor  heathens  in  thofe  days  could  deny  them ; 
but  they  afcnbed  them  to  the  power  of  magic. 

[2.]  1  he  Roman  emperors  employed  ail  their  flrength 
and  policy,  time  after  time,  to  perfecute,  and  if  pofTible 
to  root  out  Chriftianity.  This  they  did  in  ten  general 
iucceflive  perlccutions.  We  have  before  obferved,  that 
Chrifc  came  into  the  world  when  the  heathen  dominion 
and  authority  was  at  its  greateft  height,  during  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  the  moil  powerful  human  monarchy  that 
ever  was  on  earth.  All  the  flrength  of  this  monarchy 
was  employed  for  a  long  time  to  oppofe  and  perfecute 
the  Chriftian  church,  and  if  poffifible  to  deftroy  it,  in 
ten  iucceflive  attempts,  which  are  called  the  ten  heathen 
■per [editions,  which  are  before  Conflantine. 

i  he  firft  of  thefe,  which  was  the  perfecution  under 
Nero,  was  a  little  before  the  deftruclion  of  Jerufalem,  in 
which  the  ApofUe  Peter  was  crucified,  and  the  Apoftle 
Paul  beheaded,  foon  after  he  wrote  the  Second  Epillle  to 
H  imothy.  When  he  wrote  that  epiftle  he  was  a  prifoner 
at  Rome  under  Nero,  and  expected  foon  to  die,  [II.  Tinn 
iv.  6,  7.]  4  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time 
4  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 


Porphyry,  a  Platonic  philofopher,  in  the  third  Century.  They 
were  both  violent  oppofers  of  Chriftianity  ;  blit  their  works  are 
perifned,  except  the  fragments  of  them  preferved  in  the  Chriftian 
Fathers.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  mofl  refpecfable  adverfaries 
Chriftianity  ever  had  ;  and  from  his  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  fcriptures,  fome  have  luppofed  he  was  once  a  Chriftian. 

[G.,E.] 
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*  I  have  fiaifhed  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith.’ — — ~ 
And  -there  were  many  thoulands  ol  other  Chriftians 
ilain  in  that  perfecution.  (m)  The  other  nine  perlecu- 
tions  were  all  after  the  dellruftion  of  Jerufalem.  Some 
of  thefe  were  very  terrible  indeed,  and  far  exceeded  the 
firfl  perfecution  under  Nero.  One  emperor  after  another 
let  himfelf  with  the  utmofl  rage  to  root  out  the  Chriftian. 
church  from  the  earth,  that  there  fhould  not  be  fo  much 
as  the  name  of  Chriftian  left  in  the  world.  And  thou- 
fands  and  millions  were  put  to  cruel  deaths  in  thefe  per- 
fecutions  ;  for  they  fpared  neither  fex  nor  age,  but  killed 
them  as  fall  as  they  could. 

Under  the  fecond  general  perfecution,  that  which  was 
next  after  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem,  the  Apoftle  John 
was  banifhed  to  the  ifle  of  Patmos,  where  he  had  thofe 
vilions  of  which  he  has  given  an  account  in  the  Revelation. 
Under  that  perfecution  it  has  been  fuppofed  that  above 
40,000  buffered  martyrdom  ;  which  yet  was  nothing  to 
what  were  put  to  death  under  fome  fucceeding  perfecu- 


(m)  The  first  perfecution  under  Nero.]  Of  this  Tacitus, 
an  heathen  hiftorian,  and  therefore  the  more  unexceptionable  au¬ 
thority,  gives  the  following  account :  u  Neroy  to  fupprefs  tjhe 
prevailing  rumour,  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  conflagration 
[of  Rome]  transferred  the  guilt  upon  fuppofed  criminals,  fub- 
jecting  to  moil  exquifite  tortures  thofe  people.  ....  known  to 

the  vulgar  by  the  name  of  Chriftians . Firfl,'  therefore, 

were  apprehended  thofe  who  openly  owned  themfelves  to  be  of 
that  left,  then  by  them  was  difeovered  an  immenfe  multitude, 
and  all  were  convicted.  Their  death  and  torture  were  aggravated 
v  im  cruel  derifion  and  fport ;  for  they  were  either  covered  with 
tee  Irvins  ol  wild  hearts,  and  torn  in  pieces  by  devouring  clous,  or 
fattened  to  crofles,  or  wrapped  up  in  comburtible  garments,  that 
wnen  the  day-light  failed,  they  might,  like  torches,  ferve  to  difpel 
the  clarknefs  of  the  night.  For  this  tragical  fpeftacle  Nero  lent 
his  ow  n  gardens,  and  exhibited  at  the  fame  time  the  public  diver-, 
lions  of  the  circus,  fometimes  driving  a  chariot  in  perfon,  and 
Ionic  limes  Handing  as  a  Ipeftator.  ....  Hence,  towards  the  luf- 
ferers,  however  guilty  and  deferving  the  moft  exemplary  punifh- 
ment,  |  lo  fpeaks  the  heathen]  compaflion  arofe,  feeing  they  were 
doomed  to  perifli . to  gratify  the  cruelty  of  one  man.” 

[Ann,  lib,  xv.  cap.  44.] 
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tions.  (n)  Many  thoufands  fuffered  cruel  deaths  in  the 
third  perfecution  under  the  Emperor  Adrian,  (o)  The 
fourth  perfecution  began  about  the  year  of  Chrift  162, 

as 


(n)  The  second  general  persecution.]  Phis  was  raifed  by 
Pomitian,  and  though  Ihort  (not  lafting  above  a  year)  was  le- 
vere  for  the  time,  the  tyrant  not  iparing  his  own  relations,  home 
oi  whom  he  flew,  and  baniflied  others.  This  wretch  was  as 
biafplieinous  as  he  was  cruel  ;  and  when  he  had  transformed  him- 
Iclf  completely  into  the  image  ot  the  devil,  affumed  the  honours 
of  Deity,  and  would  be  called  nothing  lets  than  Lord  and  God. 
Moil  hiilonans,  ancient  and  modern,  agree  with  our  author  as  to 
ot.  John  s  baniihment  to  Patmos  in  this  reign  ;  but  the  ffory  of 
his  being  put  into  boiling  oil  is  ju%  rejected.  [See  Eufeb.  Hid. 
Ecclef.  lib.  lii.  cap.  18.] 

(o)  The  THIRD  perfecution,)  Before  the  reign  of  Trajan% 
though  he  is  not  commonly  reckoned  among  the  perfecutors,  as 
making  no  new  edicts  againft  the  Chriftians,°yet  was  highly  pre¬ 
judiced  againft  them,  and  even  himfelf  condemned  fome  ;  are- 
markable  inftance  of  which  occurs  in  the  martyrdom  of  Ignatius , 
(fuppofed  to  have  been  a  difciple  of  St.  John)  of  which  we  have 
the  following  interefting  account,  preferved  in  the  epiftle  faid  to 
have  been  written  by  eye-witneifes,  and  publiihed  by  Abp.  U/her7 
Dr.  Grabey  and  other  learned  men. 


The  holy  man  being  brought  before  the  emperor  was  interro¬ 
gated  in  the  following  manner  : 

Trajan .  What  a  wicked  wretch  art  thou,  thus  to  tranfgrefs  our 
commands,  and  to  teach  others  to  do  the  fame,  to  their  definition? 

Tnat.  No  one  ought  thus  to  call  Theophorus ,  [i.  e.  the  bearer 
of  God ,  for  fo  Ignatius  was  called]  forafmuch  as  all  wicked  fpi- 
rits  are  far  from  the  fervants  of  God.  But  if,  becaufe  I  am  a 
trouble  to  thofe  evil  fpirits,  you  call  me  wicked,  with  reference 
to  them,  I  confefs  the  charge  ;  for  poffeffing  Chrift,  the  heavenly 
King,  I  diffolve  all  the  fnares  of  the  devil. 

Trajan.  And  who  is  Theophorus  ? 

Ignat .  He  who  has  Chrift  in  his  bofom, 

Trajan .  And  do  we  not  then  appear  to  have  the  gods  within 
us,  w  ho  fight  for  us  againft  our  enemies  ? 

Ignat .  You  err,  in  that  you  call  the  evil  fpirits  of  the  heathen, 
gods  ;  for  there  is  but  one  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and 
the  lea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  and  one  Jelus  Chrift,  his  only- 
begotten  Son,  whofe  kingdom  may  I  enjoy! 

Trajan.  His  kingdom,  you  mean,  who  was  crucified  under  Pon¬ 
tius  Pilate. 

Ignat .  His,  who  crucified  my  fin,  ....  and  has  put  all  the  de¬ 
ceit  and  malice  of  the  devil  under  their  feet,  who  carry  him  in 
their  heart. 

Trajan ,  Doft  thou  carry  him  that  was  crucified  within  thcc  ? 
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as  feme  reckon,  and  was  felt  even  in  England,  the  land 
or  our  forefathers,  where  Ciiriftianitv  had  heen  planted 
very  early,  and,  as  is  fuppofed,  in  th“  days  or  tile  apoi- 
tles.  (p)  And  in  the  later  periecutions,  tr.e  Roman  em¬ 
perors,  being  vexed  at  the  fruilration  ot  tueir  pieuecei- 
fors,  who  were  not  able  to  extirpate  Chriitian.ty,  oi  hin¬ 
der  its  progrefs,  were  enraged  to  be  the  more  violent  in 

their  attempts. 

Thus  a  great  part  of  the  fir  ft  300  years  after  Chrift 
was  fpent  in  violent  and  cruel  peifecutions  ot  the  church 
bv  the  Roman  powers.  Satan  was  very  unwilling*  to  quit 

I  do  ;  for  it  is  written,  4 1  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk 

in  them.’  .  _  .  _ 

Then  Trajan  pronounced  this  fentence —  I  oral  much  as  Igna¬ 
tius  hath  con  felled  that  he  carries  about  within  himfelf  Him  that 
was  crucified,  we  command,  that  he  be  caiiied  bound  to  the 
threat  Rows  by  loldiers,  theie  to  be  tmown  to  tne  heads  foi  the 
diver  lion  of  the  people.— This  fentence  was  foon  after  executed  ; 
and  we  may  judge  of  the  temper  in  which  he  fullered,  from  the 
following  p adage  in  one  of  his  epiftles  written  on  his  journey: 

Now  i  begin°  to  be  a  difciple  ;  nor  fliall  any  thing  move  me, 
whether  vihble  or  inedible,  that  I  may  attain  to  Clinic  Jeius.  Let 
fire  and  the  crofs — let  the  rage  of  wild  beads — let  breaking  of 
bones  and  tearing  of  members — let  the  fhattering  in  pieces  of  the 
whole  body — yea,  ail  the  wicked  torments  of  the  devil  come  upon 
me — only  may  I  enjoy  Jefus  Chrift!”  [Epid.  ad  Rom.  §  5.] 

(p)  The  fourth  perfecution .]  Under  this  perfection,  or  a 
little  before,  as  feme  think,  fullered  another  difciple  of  St.  John, 
Poly  carp,  who  was  called  doctor  of  Alia  and  father  of  the  Clirii- 
tians.  When  urged  by  the  proconful  to  reproach  and  deny 
Chrift  to  procure  his  liberty,  he  nobly  replied,  44  Eighty  and  fix 
years  have  1  now  ferved  Chrift,  and  he  has  never  done  me  the 
leaft  wrong;  how  then  can  I  blafpheme  my  King  and  Saviour  ?** 
When  the  proconlul  continued,  44  f  have  wild  beads  ready,  to 
thofe  I  will  give  thee  — 44  Call  for  them,”  replied  Polycarp, 
44  for  we  Chridians  are  fixed  in  our  minds,  not  to  change  from 
good  to  evil.”  The  magidrate  added,  44  If  thou  delpiled  the 
be  avis,  thou  flialt  be  devoured  by  fire.”  The  martyr  rejoined, 
44  Thou  threatened  me  with  fire  which  burns  but  for  a  time,  and 
is  extin guiftied ;  but  knowed  not  the  fire  of  the  future  judge-i 
ment,  that  eternal  punifliment  which  is  referved  for  the  ungodly. 
. — But  why  tarried  thou  ?  bring  forth  what  thou  wilt.” 

Accordingly  this  venerable  man  being,  as  is  fuppofed,  above 
an  hundred  years  old,  was  burnt  at  a  Hake,  praifmg  and  bleding 
God  for  the  honour  of  martyrdom.  [Martyrdom  of  Polycarp ^ 
publilhed  by  Uflier,  Cottelerus,  and  ethers.] 
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hlS  hold  of  fo  Srcat  a  Part  of  the  world,  as  the  Roman 
empme  was,  of  which  he  had  had  the  quiet  polTeffion  for 

10  many  aSes  •'  and  therefore  when  he  faw  it  going  fo  fall 
cut  or  his  hands,  he  belhrred  himfelf  to  his  utmoft  :  all 

iej  Vv  as,  as  it  were,  railed  to  oppofe  it  with  its  utmoft 
power. 

ORLan  thus  exerting  himfelf  by  the  power  of  the  heathen 
Roman  empire,  is  called  the  great  red  dragon  in  fcripture, 
having  feven  heads  and  ten  horns,  fighting  againft  the  wo' 
man  cloathed  with  the  fun.  [Rev.  xii.  3.]  And  the  terrible 
conflict  there  was  between  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  the 
powers  of  the  heathen  empire  before  Conftantine’s  time, 
^  ti^eie  rePrefented  [ver.  7.]  by  the  war  between  Michael 
ana  his  angels,  and  the  dragon  and  his  angels  :  4  And 

*  there  was  war  in  heaven ;  Michael  and  his  angels  fought, 

4  and  the  dragon  fought  and  his  angels. 

(2.j  I  would  take  notice  what  fuccefs  the  gofpel  had 
in  the  wond  before  the  time  of  Conftantine,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this  oppofition. — Though  the  learning  and 
power  of  the  Roman  empire  were  fo  great,  and  both  were 
employed  to  the  utmoft  againft  Chriftianity  to  root  it 
cut,  iOi  fo  long  a  time,  and  in  fo  many  repeated  at¬ 
tempts  ;  yet  all  was  in  vain:  ftill,  in  fpite  of  MI  they 
coma  ao,  tne  kingdom  of  Chrift  wonderfully  prevail¬ 
ed,  and  Satan  s  kingdom  mouldered  and  confumed  away 
be  foie  it,  agreeable  to  the  words  of  our  text,  f  The 

*  moth  fhall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the  worm 
ihcdi  eat  diem  like  wool.  And  it  was  very  obfervable, 

that  for  tne  molt  part,  the  more  they  perfecuted  the  church, 
tiiv  moie  it  mcieaied .  mfomuch  that  it  became  a  common 
faying,  4  1  lie  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  feed  of  the 
church.  Herein  the  church  ot  Chrift  proved  to  be  like 
a  palm  tree  ;  ot  which  it  is  remarked,  that  the  greater 
weight  is  laid  upon  it,  or  hung  to  its  branches,  the  more 
it  grows  and  flourifhes  :  011  which  account  probably  the 
church  is  compared  to  a  palm  tree,  [Cant.  vii.  7.]  ‘  This 
4  thy  feature  is  like  to  a  palm  treed  Juftin  Martyr ,  ail 
eminent  father  in  the  Chriftian  church,  who  lived  in  the 
next  after  the  apoftles,  hi  fome  writings  of  his,  which 
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are  yet  extant,  fays,  that  in  his  days  there  was  no  part  of 
mankind,  whether  Greeks  or  barbarians,  or  by  what  name 
foever  they  were  called,  even  the  mofl  rude  and  unpoliih- 
ed  nations,  where  prayers  and  thankigivings  were  not 
made  to  the  great  Creator  or  the  world,  through  the  name 
of  the  crucified  Jefus  A'  Tcrtuilian ,  another  eminent  fa¬ 
ther  in  the  Chriilian  church,  who  lived  in  the  beginning 


of  the  following  age,  in  fome  of  his  writings  which  are 
yet  extant, f  lets  forth,  that  in  his  day  the  Chriflian  reli¬ 
gion  had  extended  itfelf  to  the  utmofc  bounds  of  the  then 
known  world,  in  which  he  reckons  Britain,  the  country 
of  our  forefathers  ;  and  thence  demonflrates,  that  the 
kingdom  of  Chrifl  was  then  more  extenfive  than  any 
of  the  four  great  monarchies  ;  and  moreover  fays,  that 
though  the  Chriflians  were  as  flrangers  of  no  long  {land¬ 
ing,  yet  they  had  filled  all  places  of  the  Roman  dominions, 
their  cities,  iflands,  cailles,  corporations,  councils,  armies, 
tribes,  the  palace,  fenate,  and  courts  of  judicature  ;  only 
they  had  left  to  the  heathen  their  temples  ;  and  that  if 
they  fhould  all  agree  to  retire  out  of  the  Roman  empire, 
the  world  would  be  amazed  at  the  folitude  and  defolation 
that  would  enfue  upon  it,  there  would  be  fo  few  left;  and 
that  the  Chriflians  were  enough  to  be  able  eafily  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves,  if  they  were  difpofed  to  rife  up  in  arms 
againfl  the  heathen  magiilrates.  Alfo  Pliny,  J  a  heathen 
who  lived  in  thofe  days,  fays,  multitudes  of  each  fex, 
every  age  and  quality,  were  become  Chriflians.  This  fu- 
perllition,  fays  he,  having  infefled  and  over  run  not  the 
city  only,  but  towns  and  countries,  the  temples  and  fa- 
crinces  are  generally  defolate  and  forfaken.  (qJ 

And 


*  Dial.  cumTryph. 

f  Adverfus  Judaeos,  cap.  7. 

%  Lib.  x.  Ep.  97. 

(oj  The  extent  of  the  gofpel. ]  Even  u  before  the  defir ac¬ 
tion  of  Jerufalem,  the  gofpel  was  not  only  preached  in  the  Leifer 
Alia,  and  Greece  and  Italy,  the  great  theatres  of  aflion  then  in 
the  world  ;  but  was  likewife  propagated  as  far  northward  as  Scv~ 
thia,  as  far  fouthward  as  Ethiopia,  as  far  eaftward  as  Parthia  and 
India,  as  far  wellward  as  Spain  and  Britai?i<  Our  ancefcors  of 
this  iiland  feem  to  have  lain  as  remote  from  the  fcene  of  our  Sa» 

viour’s 
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And  it  was  remarked  by  both  heathen  and  Chriftiafi 
write  is  in  thole  days,  that  the  famous  heathen  oracles  in 
then  temples,  whete  princes  and  others  for  many  paft  ages 

i ] ieji t ] re  and  receive  anfwers  with  an 
audible  voice  from  their  gods,  which  were  indeed  anfwers 
item  the  devil;  I  lay,  thofe  oracles  were  now  filenced 
and  ItiuCiV  dumb,  and  gave  no  more  anfwers:  and  parti¬ 
cularly  fiie  oracle  at  Delphos,  which  was  the  moft  famous 
heathen  oracle  in  the  whole  world,  which  both  Greeks 
arid  Romans  tiled  to  conlult,  began  to  ceafe  to  give  any 
anfwers,  even  from  the  birth  of  thrift  :  and  the  falfe  deity 
wno  was  worth  ipped,  and  ufed  to  give  anfwers  from  his 
oiacie  in  that  temple,  being  once  inquired  of,  why  he 
did  not  now  give  anfwers  as  he  was  wont  to  do  ?  made 
tins  reply,  as  ieveral  heathen  hiftorians  who  lived  about 
tiiole  times  relate,  I  here  is  an  Elebrew  boy,  who  is 
king  of  the  gods,  who  has  commanded  me  to  leave  this 
lioule,  and  be  gone  to  hell,  and  therefore  you  are  to  ex- 
peed  no  more  anfwers. ”  And  many  of  the  heathen  writers 
aviio  lived  about  that  time,  fpake  much  of  the  oracles 
being  filenced,  as  a  thing  at  which  they  wondered,  not 
knowing  what  the  caufe  fhould  be.  (r)  Plutarch ,  a 

heathen 


viour  s  addons  as/almod:  any  nation,  and  were  a  rough,  inhofpi- 
tabie  people,  as  unlikely  to  receive  fo  civilized  an  in ftitu tion  as 
any  peopie  whatever.  But  yet  there  is  feme  probability,  that  the 
got 'pel  was  preached  here  by  St.  Simon  the  apoflle  ;  there  is  much 
greater  probability  that  it  was  preached  here  by  St.  Paul ;  and 
there  is  ahlolute  certainty  that  Chriflianity  was  planted  in  this 
country  in  the  days  of  the  apoflies,  before  the  deffrubfion  of  Je- 
rufalem  l”  [Bp.  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  Vol.  ii.  p.  237'.] 
(ir)  The  heathen  oracles.]  Learned  men  are  much  divided 
as  to  the  iburce  of  thefe  oracles.  The  famous  Pa?i  Dale  wrote 
a  treadle  to  prove  that  they  were  only  the  invention  of  prieffs, 
hut  our  Abp.  Potter ,  [Greek  Antiq.  Vol.  I.  Book  ii.  ch.  7.]  and 
many  others,  conceive  that  there  was  a  diabolical  agency  employed 
in  the  Dull  nets.  j  here  are  indeed  ieveral  circum  fiances  leading  to 
the  former  hypothecs  ;  inch  as  the  gloomy  iolemnity  with  which 
many  of  them  were  delivered,  in  caves  and  lubterraneous  ca¬ 
verns  ;  the  numerous  and  difagreeable  ceremonies  enjoined,  as 
fometimes  Peeping  in  the  Ik  ins  of  heafls,  bathing,  and  expenfive 
facnfices ;  the  ambiguous  and  uniatislaffory  anfwers  frequently 
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heathen  writer  of  thofe  times,  wrote  a  particular  treatife 
about  it,  which  is  Rill  extant."1'  And  Porphyry ,  one  of 
the  heathen  writers  before  mentioned,  has  thefe  words  : 
“  It  is  no  wonder  if  the  city  for  thefe  fo  many  years  has 
been  over  ran  with  Ecknefs ;  Efculapius,  and  the  reft  of 
the  gods,  having  withdrawn  their  converfe  with  men  : 
for  lince  Jefus  began  to  be  worfhipped,  no  man  hath 
received  any  public  help  or  benefit  by* the  gods.” 

Thus  did  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  prevail  againft  the 
kingdom  of  Satan. 

(3.)  I  now  proceed  to  take  notice  of  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  tribulation  and  diftrefs  juft  before  C011- 
ftantine  the  Great  came  to  the  throne.  This  diftrefs  they 
buffered  under  the  tenth  perfecution,  which  as  it  was  the 
laft,  fo  it  was  by  far  the  heavieft  and  1110ft  fevere.  The 
church  before  this,  after  the  ceaftng  of  the  ninth  perfecu¬ 
tion,  had  enjoyed  a  time  of  quietnefs  for  about  forty 
years  together  ;  but,  abuftng  their  liberty,  began  to  grow 
cold  and  lifelefs  in  religion,  and  contentions  prevailed 
among  them  ;  by  which  they  offended  God  to  buffer  this 
dreadful  trial  to  come  upon  them.  And  Satan  having 
loft  ground  fo  much,  notwithftanding  all  his  attempts, 
now  feemed  to  beftir  himfelf  with  more  than  ordinary 
rage.  i  hofe  who  were  then  in  authority  fet  themfelves 
with  the  utmoft  violence  to  root  out  Chriftianity,  by  burn¬ 
ing  all  Bibles,  and  deftroying  all  Chriftians  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  they  did  not  ftand  to  try  or  convict  them  in  a  for¬ 
mal  procefs,  but  fell  upon  them  wherever  they  could  ; 

returned :  thefe  look  very  much  like  the  contrivances  of  artful 
priefts  to  difguife  their  villany  •  the  medium  of  priefts,  fpeaking 
images,  vocal  groves,  &c.  feem  much  to  confirm  it.  On  the 
oth  r  hand,  if  we  may  credit  the  relation  of  ancient  writers,  eh 
ther  among  the  heathens  or  Chriftians,  this  hypothefis  will  hardly 
account  tor  many  of  the  inftanc  s  they  mention.  And  fmee  it 
cannot  be  proved  either  impoffible  or  unfcriptural,  is  it  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  God  might  lometimes  permit  an  intercourfe  with  infer- 
n:il  ipirits,  with  a  deiign  in  the  end  to  turn  this  and  every  other 
circumftance  to  his  own  glory,  ds  our  author  has  above  obferved  ? 
Vv7e  are  however  fatisfied,  from  the  reafons  above  hinted,  that 
the  whole  was  often  but  a  gainful  cheat,  (G,  E.] 

*  Plnt%  de  defect.  Orac. 
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fometimes  fetting  fire  to  houfes  where  multitudes  of  them 
were  affembled,  and  burning  them  therein,  and  at  other 
times  flaughtering  multitudes  together:  fo  that  fometimes 
their  perfecutors  were  quite  fpent  with  the  labour  of 
killing  and  tormenting  them;  and  in  fome  populous  places 
fo  many  were  flain  together,  that  the  blood  ran  like  tor¬ 
rents.  It  is  related,  that  feventeen  thoufand  martyrs  were 
ilain  in  one  month’s  time  ;  and  that  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  this  perlecution,  in  the  province  of  Egypt  alone, 
no  lefs  than  144,000  Chriftians  died  by  the  violence  of 
their  perfecutors,  befides  700,000  that  died  through  the 
fatigues  of  banifhment,  or  the  public  works  to  which  they 
were  condemned.* 

-  w  *  t 

This  perfecution  lafied  for  ten  years  together  ;  and  as 
It  exceeded  all  foregoing  perfections  in  the  number  of 
martyrs,  fo  it  exceeded  them  in  the  variety  and  multitude 
of  inventions  of  torture  and  cruelty.  Some  authors  who 
lived  at  that  time,  fay,  they  were  innumerable,  and  ex¬ 
ceeded  all  account  and  expreffion.f 

This  perfecution  in  particular  was  very  fevere  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  (s)  and  this  is  that  perfecution  which  was  foretold 

t  V  / 

[Rev.  vi.  9,  10.]  ‘  And  when  he  had  opened  the  fifth  feal, 
*  I  faw  under  the  altar  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  flain 
6  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  teftimony  which  they 
85  held.  And  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  How 

*  BuJJieres  in  flofeulis  Hiftor. 

f  Vid.  Eufeb .  Eccl.  Hill.  lib.  viii.  emu  fupp.  &  Laffant.  de 
^lort.  Perf. 

(s)  j The  tenth  perfecution  fevere  in  England.]  u  In  the 
perfecution  under  Dioclelian,  the  Britijh  Chriftians  fullered  la 
much,  that  the  very  name  of  Chriftianity  was  loft  in  tliis  illand, 
except  among  the  Cornifh  and  Welfli.  .....  Our  proto-martyr 
St.  Albany  Amphibolus,  Julian,  and  Aaron  were  martyred  at  St. 
Alban  s,  then  called  Verulam.  The  priefts  who  wrote  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s  martyrdom,  could  not  be  content  with  the  courage,  pati¬ 
ence,  and  piety  of  the  martyr,  but  have  corrupted  his  hiftory 
with  lies  :  even  venerable  Bede  cannot  help  telling  us,  that  he 
dried  up  a  river  as  he  went  to  the  place  of  execution,  ....  that 
his  head  fpoke  after  it  was  cut  oft,  &e.”  [Critical  Hift.  of  Engl. 
Vol.  i.  p.  64*] 
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c  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  doft  thou  not  judge  and 
4  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?  ^ 

At  the  end  of  the  ten  years  during  which  this  perfecu- 
tion  continued,  the  heathen  perfecutors  thought  they  had 
finifhed  their  work,  and  boafted  that  they  had  utterly  de- 
ftroyed  the  name  and  fuperllition  of  the  Chriftians,  and 
propagated  the  worfhip  of  the  gods,  (t) 

Thus  it  was  the  darkefl  time  with  the  Chriftian  church 
juft  before  the  break  of  day.  They  were  brought  to  the 
greateft  extremity  juft  before  God  appeared  for  their  glo¬ 
rious  deliverance  ;  as  the  bondage  of  the  Ilraelites  in 
Egypt  was  the  moft  fevere  and  cruel  juft  before  their 
deliverance  by  the  hand  of  Moles.  Their  enemies 
thought  they  had  fwallowed  them  up  juft  before  their 
deftrudtion,  as  it  was  with  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft  when, 
they  had  hemmed  in  the  children  of  Ifrael  at  the  Red  Sea. 

(4.)  I  come  now,  in  the  fourth  place,  to  the  great  re¬ 
volution  which  was  in  the  world  in  the  days  of  Con - 
ftantine,  which  was  in  many  refpedts  like  Chrift’s  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  to  fave  his  people,  and 
judge  the  world.  The  people  of  Rome  being  weary  of 
the  government  of  thofe  tyrants  to  whom  they  had 
lately  been  fubjeft,  fent  to  Conftantine,  who  was  then 
in  the  city  of  York  in  England,  to  come  and  take  the 
throne.  And  he  being  encouraged,  as  is  faid,  by  a  vi- 
fion  of  a  pillar  of  light  in  the  heavens,  in  the  form  of 
a  crois,  in  the  fight  of  his  whole  army,  with  this  infcrip- 
tion,  [Touiw  hku]  By  this  conquer  ;  and  the  night  follow¬ 
ing,  by  Chrift’s  appearing  to  him  in  a  dream  with  the 
fame  crois  in  his  hand,  who  directed  him  to  make  a  crofs 
like  that  to  be  his  royal  ftandard,  that  his  army  might 


*  See  Bp.  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  Voh  iii.  p.  6^. 

( t )  '1  be  heathens  boajled  having  destroyed  Chriftianity . ]  A 
column  is  faid  to  be  ilill  remaining  at  Gluny  in  Spain  with  this  in- 
fcription — 44  4  o  Diodejian ,  Jovius^  and  Maximinus ,  Caefars,  for 
having  enlarged  the  bounds  of  the  empire,  and  for  having  exter¬ 
minated  the  name  of  Christians,  thofe  diilurbers  of  the  public 
repofe.”  [ Gruteri  corpus  Infcript.  Tom.  i.  p.  280.] — And  yet, 
jinfolent  blafphemers !)  the  name  of  Chrift  is  ftill  adored  by  mil¬ 
lions  ;  but  for  Jupiter,  Mars,  Apollo,  &c.  where  are  they  ? 

[h  N.] 
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fight  under  that  banner,  and  allured  him  that  he  fhould 
overcome,  (u)  Accordingly  he  did,  and  overcame  his 
enemies,  took  pofieflion  of  the  imperial  throne,  embraced 
the  Chriflian  religion,  and  was  the  firft  Chriftian  emperor 
that  ever  reigned  :  he  came  to  the  throne  about  320  years 
after  Ghrift.  There  are  feveral  things  which  I  would 
take  notice  of  which  attended  or  immediately  followed 
Conftantine’s  coining  to  the  throne. 

[ 1  •]  The  Chriftian  church  was  thereby  wholly  deli¬ 
vered  from  perfecution.  Now  the  day  of  her  deliverance 
came  after  fuch  a  dark  night  of  aftlidlion  ;  weeping  had 
continued  for  a  night,  but  now  deliverance  and  joy  came 
in  the  morning.  Now  God  appeared  to  judge  his  people 
and  repented  himfelf  for  his  fervants,  when  he  faw  their 
power  was  gone,  and  that  there  was  none  fhut  up  or  left. 
Chrifti  ans  had  no  perfecutions  now  to  fear.  Their  per- 
fecutors  now  were  all  put  down,  and  their  rulers  were  fome 
of  them  Chriftian s  like  themfelves. 

[2.]  God  now  appeared  to  execute  terrible  judgements 
on  their  enemies.  Remarkable  are  the  accounts  which 
liiftory  gives  us  of  the  fearful  ends  to  which  the  heathen 
emperors,  princes,  generals,  captains,  and  other  great 
men  came,  who  had  exerted  themfelves  in  perfecuting  the 
Chriftians  ;  dying  miferably,  one  after  another,  under  ex- 
quifite  torments  of  the  bodv,  and  horrors  of  confidence ; 
with  a  moft  vilible  hand  of  God  upon  them.*  So  that 
what  now  came  to  pals  might  very  fitly  be  compared  to 
their  hiding  themfelves  in  the  dens  and  rocks  of  the 
mountains.  [Rev.  vi.  15,  17.] 

[3.]  Heathenifm  now  was  in  a  great  meafure  abolifhed 
throughout  the  Roman  empire.  Images  were  now  de- 
ftroyed,  and  heathen  temples  pulled  down.  Images  of 
gold  and  lilver  were  melted  down,  and  coined  into  money. 

(u)  Conjlantine*  s  vision.]  Whatever  fabulous  circum fiances 
may  have  been  added  to  this  fiory,  or  abl'urd  inferences  drawn 
from  it,  it  fhould  feem  there  was  fome  truth  in  it,  lince  j Eufebius 
[de  Vita  Confi'ant.  lib.  i.  cap.  27 — 31.]  allures  us,  that  he  had 
it  from  the  emperor’s  own  mouth.  [See  Univerfal  HlJtoryy  Yob 
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Some  of  the  chief  of  their  idols,  which  were  curioufly 
wrought,  were  brought  to  Conftantinople,  and  there  drawn 
with  ropes  up  and  down  the  Erects  tor  the  people  to  be¬ 
hold  and  laugh  at.  The  heathen  priefcs  were  difperled 
and  banifhed. 

[4.]  The  Chriftian  church  was  brought  into  a  Rate  of 
great  peace  and  profperity.  Now  all  heathen  magiftrates 
were  put  down,  and  only  Chrrftians  were  advanced  to 
places  of  authority  all  over  the  empire,  They  had  now 
Chriftian  prefidents,  Chriftian  governors,  Chriftian  judges 
and  officers,  inftead  of  their  old  heathenifh  ones.  Co  li¬ 
ft  an  tine  let  himfelf  to  honour  the  Chriftian  bifhops  or 
minifters,  and  to  build  and  adorn  churches  ;  and  now 
large  and  beautiful  Chriftian  churches  were  erected  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  inftead  of  the  old  heathen  temples. 

This  was  the  greateft  revolution  in  the  face  of  things 
that  ever  came  to  pafs  ftnce  the  flood.  Satan,  the  prince 
of  darknefs,  that  king  and  god  of  the  heathen  world,  was 
caft  out.  The  roaring  lion  was  conquered  by  the  Iamb 
of  God,  in  the  ftrongeft  dominion  that  ever  he  had,  even 
the  Roman  empire.  This  was  a  remarkable  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  that  prophecy,  [Jer.  x.  11.]  4  The  gods  that 
4  have  not  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  even  they 

4  fhall  perifh  from  the  earth,  and  from  under  thefe  hea- 

> 

4  veils.’  The  chief  part  of  the  world  was  now  brought 
utterly  to  caft  off  their  old  gods  and  their  old  religion, 
to  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  much  longer  than 
any  of  their  hiftories  gives  an  account  of ;  fo  long  that 
they  could  not  trace  the  beginning  of  it.  It  was  for¬ 
merly  fpoken  of  as  a  thing  unknown  for  a  nation  to 
change  their  gods,  [Jer.  ii.  10,  11.]  but  now  the  grea¬ 
ter  parts  of  the  nations  of  the  known  world  were  brought 
to  caft  off  all  their  former  gods.  Thoufands  of  them 
were  caft  away  for  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  and 
Chrift  the  only  Saviour  :  and  there  was  a  moft  remarka¬ 
ble  fulfilment  of  that  promife,  [Ifa.  ii.  17,  18.]  4  And 
4  the  loftinefs  of  mail  fnall  be  bowed  down,  and  the 
4  haughtinefs  of  men  fhall  be  made  low  :  and  the  Lord 
‘  alone  fhall  be  exalted  in  that  day.  And  the  idols  he 

6  fhall 


1 


4  H  HISTORY  OF  REDEMPTION 


‘  ftall  utterly  abolifh.’  And  fince  that,  it  has  come  to 
pats,  that  thole  gods  that  were  once  lb  famous  in  the 
world,  as  Jupiter,  and  Saturn,  and  Minerva,  and  Juno, 
Ac.  are  only  heard  of  as  things  which  were  of  old; 
they  have  no  temples,  no  altars,  no  worfhippers,  and 
have  not  had  lor  many  hundred  years. 

Now  is  come  the  end  ol  the  old  heathen  world  in  the 
principal  part  of  it,  the  Roman  empire.  And  this  great 
revolution  and  change  of  the  Rate  of  the  world,  with 
that  terrible  deftrubtion  of  the  great  men  who  had  been 
perfecutors,  is  compared,  [Rev.  vi.]  to  the  end  of  the 
world,  and  Chriil  coining  to  judgement  ;  and  is  what  is 
moll  immediately  lignified  under  the  lixth  feal,  which 
followed  upon  the  fouls  under  the  altar  crying,  ‘  How 
4  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  doft  thou  not  avenge  our 

*  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?’  This  villon  of 
the  lixth  feal,  by  the  general  confent  of  divines  and  ex- 
pofitors,  has  refpeft  to  this  downfal  of  the  heathen  Roman 
empire  ;  though  it  may  have  a  more  remote  refpe£l  to  the 
day  of  judgement,  but  that  cannot  be  what  is  immedi¬ 
ately  intended  ;  becaufe  we  have  an  account  of  many 
events  which  were  to  come  to  pafs  afterwards,  yet  before 
the  end  of  the  world. 

This  revolution  is  alfo  reprefented.  by  the  devil’s  being 
cafe  out  of  heaven  to  the  earth.  In  his  great  Rrength 
and  glory,  in  that  mighty  Roman  empire,  he  had  as  it 
were  exalted  his  throne  up  to  heaven.  But  now  he  fell 
like  lightning  from  heaven,  and  was  confined  to  the  earth. 
Id  is  kingdom  was  confined  to  the  meaner  and  more 

o 

barbarous  nations,  or  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  world 
of  mankind.  [Rev.  xii.  9,  Ac.]  4  And  the  great  dra- 
4  iron  was  call  out,  that  old  ferpent,  called  the  devil  and 

*  Satan,  which  deceiveth  the  whole  world  :  he  was  call 

*  out  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  were  call  out  with 
4  him,5  &c.  Satan  tempted  Chriil,  and  promifed  to  give 
him  the  glory  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  ;  but  now 
he  is  obliged  to  give  it  to  him  even  againfl  his  will.  This 

00 

was  a  Horious  fulfilment  of  that  promile  which  God 
made  to  his  Son,  [Ifa.  liii.  12.]  ‘  Therefore  will  I  divide 

i  him 
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#  him  n.  portion  with  the  great,  and  he  ihall  divide  the 
<  ipoil  with  the  ftrong  ;  becaufe  he  hath  poured  out  his 
‘  foul  unto  death  ;  and  he  was  numbered  with  the  tranl- 
4  greftbrs,  and  he  bare  the  fin  of  many,  and  made  inter - 
4  ceffion  tor  the  tranfgreftbrs.  Ibis  was  a  gieat  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  the  prophecies  ot  the  Old  1  eftament  concern¬ 
ing  the  glorious  time  of  the  gofpel,  and  particularly  of 
the  prophecies  ot  Daniel,  blow  the  kingdom  Ox  heaven 
is  come  m  a  glorious  degree.  It  pleaied  the  hoi d  Ood 
of  heaven  to  let  up  a  kingdom  on  the  ruins  ot  that  of 
Satan.  And  fuch  fuccefs  is  there  of  the  purchafe  of 
Chrift’s  redemption,  and  fuch  honour  does  the  Father  put 
upon  Chrifl  for  the  difgrace  he  fuffered  when  on  earth. 
And  now  fee  to  what  a  height  that  glorious  building  is 
railed,  which  had  been  eredting  ever  lince  the  fall. 


INFERENCE. 

From  what  has  been  faid  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel 
from  Chrift’s  afeenfion  to  the  time  of  Conftantine,  we 
may  deduce  a  ftrong  argument  ot  the  truth  ot  the  Chril- 
tian  religion,  and  that  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  is  really 
from  God.  This  wonderful  fuccefs  which  has  been  fpo- 
ken  of,  and  the  circumftances  of  it  which  have  been 
mentioned,  are  a  ftrong  argument  of  it  feveral  ways. 

(i.)  We  may  obferve  that  it  is  the  gofpel,  and  that 
only,  which  has  actually  been  the  means  of  bringing  ti  e 
world  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  #  That  thofe 
are  no  gods  whom  the  heathen  worshipped,  and  that  there 
is  but  one  only  God,  is  what,  now  lince  the  gofpel  has 
fo  taught  us,  we  can  fee  to  be  truth  by  our  own  reafon  : 
it  is  plainly  agreeable  to  the  light  of  nature  ;  it  can  be 
ealily  fhown  by  reafon  to  be  demonftrably  true.  The 
very  Deifts  themfelves  acknowledge  that  it  can  be  demon- 
ftrated,  that  there  is  one  God,  and  but  one,  who  has 
made  and  governs  the  world.  But  now  it  is  evident  that 
it  is  the  gofpel,  and  that  only,  which  has  actually  been 
the  means  of  bringing  men  to  the  knowledge  of  this 

truth  $ 
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truth  ;  it  was  not  the  inftruftions  of  philofophers.  They 
tried  in  vain  ;  ‘  The  world  by  wifdorn  knew  not  God,’ 
[I.  Cor,  i.  21.]  I  ill  the  goipel  and  the  holy  fcriptures 
came  abroad  in  the  world,  all  the  world  lay  in  ignorance 
ox  the  true  God,  and  in  the  greatelt  darknefs  with  refpcct 
to  the  things  of  religion,  embracing  the  abfurdeft  opi¬ 
nions  and  practices,  by  all  civilized  nations  now  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  Ciiiidijii  loolenes.  And  fo  they  lay  one  a^e 
after  another,  and  nothing  proved  effectual  to  enlighten 
taem.  I  lie  light  or  nature,  and  their  own  reafon,  and 
all  the  wifdorn  of  learned  men,  availed  nothing ;  but  the 
fcnptuies  brouglit  tne  world  to  an  acknowledgement  of 
.  Cft  d  C  ,  <  i  1 1  Ci  to  wo rili ip  and  ferve  him. 

And  hence  it  was,  that  all  who  now  own  the  one 
true  God,  Chriftians,  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  even  De¬ 
nis,  originally  came  by  the  knowledge  of  him.  It  is 
owing  to  tins,  tnat  they  are  not  111  general  at  this  day  left 
111  neatiienuii  darknefs.  I  hey  have  it  eitiier  immediately 
from  the  fcriptures,  or  by  tradition  from  their  fathers, 
who  had  it  at  firft  therefrom.  Doubtlefs  thofe  who  now 
defpife  the  fcriptures,  and  boafl  of  the  ftrength  of  their 
own  reafon,  as  being  fufficient  tqlead  them  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  Oi  the  one  true  God,  if  the  gofpel  had  never  come 
abroad  in  the  world  to  enlighten  their  forefathers,  would 
have  been  as  brutifh  idolaters  as  the  world  in  general 
was  before  the  gofpel  came  abroad.  The  Mahometans, 
who  own  but  one  true  God,  at  firft  borrowed  the  notion 
from  the  Bible  ;  for  the  firft  Mahometans  had  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  apoftatized  from  it. 
— And  tiiis  fhews,  that  the  fcriptures  were  defigned  of 
God  to  he  the  means  to  bring  the  world  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  himfelf,  rather  than  human  reafon,  or  any 
thing  elfe.  For  it  is  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
gofpel,  and  that  only,  which  God  never  defigned  to  this 
end,  fhould  adlually  effedt  it,  and  that  after  human  rea¬ 
fon,  which  hes defigned  as  the  proper  mean,  had  been 
tried  for  a  great  many  ages  in  vain. — If  the  fcriptures  be 
not  the  word  of  God,  then  they  are  the  greateft  delulion 
that  ever  was.  Now,  is  it  reasonable  to  fuppofe,  that 


1 


TO  THE  REIGN  OF  CONSTANTINE.  417 

God  ia  his  providence  would  make  ule  of  fallehood  and 
delufion,  and  that  only,  to  bring  the  world  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  himfelf? 

(2.)  The  fuccefs  of  the  gofpei  again!!  fuch  powerful 
oppofition  plainly  fhows  the  hand  of  God.  I  he  Roman 
government,  which  fo  violently  fet  it  lei  f  to  hinder  the 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpei,  and  to  fubdue  the  church  of  Chrif!, 
was  the  mol!  powerful  human  government  that  ever  ex¬ 
ited  ;  and  they  feemed  to  have  the  church  in  their  hands. 
The  Chriftians  were  moilly  their  fubjeds,  and  never  took 
up  arms  to  hand  in  their  own  defence ;  they  armed  them- 
felves  with  nothing  but  patience,  and  fuch  like  fpiritual 
weapons :  and  yet  this  mighty  power  could  not  conquer 
them  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  Chriftianity  conquered  that. 
The  Romans  had  fubdued  many  mighty  and  potent  king¬ 
doms;  they  fubdued  the  Grecian  monarchy,  when  they 
were  not  their  fubjeds,  and  made  the  utmof!  refiftance; 
and  yet  they  could  not  conquer  the  church  which  was  in 
their  hands  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  were  finally  triumphed 
over  by  it. 

(3.)  No  other  fufficient  caufe  can  poffibly  be  affigned 
of  this  propagation  of  the  gofpei,  but  God’s  own  power. 
Here  was  a  great  and  wonderful  effed,  the  mo!!  remarka¬ 
ble  change  that  ever  was  in  the  face  of  the  world  of  man¬ 
kind  fince  the  Hood;  and  this  effed  was  not  without 
lome  caufe.  Now,  what  other  caufe  can  be  devifed  but 
only  the  divine  power  ?  It  was  not  the  outward  flrength 
of  the  inflruments  which  were  employed  in  it.  At  fir!! 
the  gofpei  was  preached  only  by  a  few  fifhermen,  who 
were  without  power  and  worldly  intereft  to  fupport  them. 
It  was  not  their  craft  and  policy  that  produced  this  won¬ 
derful  effed  ;  for  they  were  but  poor  illiterate  men.  It 
was  not  the  agreeablenefs  of  the  ftory  they  had  to  tell  to 
the  notions  and  principles  of  mankind.  This  was  no 
pleafant  fable  :  A  crucified  God  and  Saviour  was  to  the 
Jews  a  Rumbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs. 
It  was  not  the  agreeablenefs  of  their  dodrines  to  men’s 
difpofitions  ;  for  nothing  is  more  contrary  to  the  corrup¬ 
tions  of  men  than  the  pure  dodrines  of  the  gofoeh  This 
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ctitft  therefore  can.  have  proceeded  from  no  other  caufg 
than  the  power  and  agency  of  God  :  and  if  the  power  of 
God  was  what  was  exercifed  to  caufe  the  gofpel  to  prevail, 
tuen  the  goipel  is  his  word  :  for  furely  God  does  not  ule 
his  almighty  power  to  promote  an  impofture  and  deiulion. 

(4.)  This  lucceis  is  agreeable  to  what  Chrifl  and  his 
apoftles  foretold.— [Matt.  xvi.  18.]  4  Upon  this  rock 
will  1  build  my  church  ;  and  the  gates  of  hell  fhall  not 
4  prevail  againft  it.’  [John  xii.  24.]  4  Verily  verily  I 

6  fay  unto  you,  Except  a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the 
4  ground,  and  die,  it  abideth  alone:  but  if  it  die,  it  bring- 
4  eth  forth  much  fruit.’  [ver,  31,  32.]  4  Now  is  the  judge  - 
4  ment  of  this  world:  now  lhall  the  prince  of  this  world 
4  be  calf  out,  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth, 
4  will  draw  all  men  unto  me.’  [John  xvi.  8.]  4  When 
4  he  (the  comforter)  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world 
‘  of  fin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgement, — becaufe  the 
4  prince  of  this  world  is  judged.’ 

So  the  Apoftle  Paul  [I.  Cor,  i,  21 — -28.]  declares,  that 
alter  the  world  by  wifdom  knew  not  God,  4  It  pleafed 
4  God  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that 
4  believe  and  that  God  chofe  the  foolifh  things  of  the 
world  to  confound  the  wife  ;  and  weak  things  of  the 
world  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty;  and  bale 
things,  yea  and  things  that  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought 
things  that  are.- — If  any  man  foretells  a  thing,  very  like¬ 
ly  in  itfelf  to  come  to  pafs,  from  caufes  which  can  be 
forefeen,  it  is  no  argument  of  a  revelation  from  God  : 
but  when  a  thing  is  foretold  which  is  very  unlikely  ever 
to  come  to  pafs,  which  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  common 
courfe  of  things,  yet  it  comes  to  pafs  juft  as  foretold,  this 
is  a  ftrong  argument  that  the  prediftion  was  from  God. 

Thus  the  conftderation  of  the  manner  of  the  propaga¬ 
tion  and  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  during  the  time  which  has 
been  fpoken  of,  affords  great  evidence  that  the  feriptures 
are  the  word  of  God, 

3.  I  am  now  to  fhow  how  the  fuccefs  of  Ch rift’s  re¬ 
demption  is  carried  on  from  the  time  of  the  overthrow  of 
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tiie  heathen  Roman  empire  by  Conftantine  the  Great,  till 
the  fall  of  antichrift,  and  the  deftruftion  of  Satan’s  via¬ 
ble  kingdom  on  earth,  which  is  the  third  great  difpenfa- 
tion  that  is  in  feripture  compared  to  Chrift’s  coming  to 
judgement.  This  is  a  period  wherein  is  contained  ma¬ 
ny  wonderful  providences  towards  the  Chriilian  church* 
The  greater  part  of  the  book  of  the  Revelation  is  taken 
up  in  predicting  the  events  of  this  period. 

The  fuccefs  of  ChrilVs  purchafe  of  redemption  in  this 
period  appears  chiefly  at  the  clofe  of  it,  when  Antichrift: 
comes  to  fall,  when  there  will  be  a  far  more  glorious 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  than  ever  yet  has  been  :  and  the  feries 
of  events  preceding,  feems  to  be  only  to  prepare  the  way 
for  it.  And  in  order  to  a  more  clear  view  of  this  period, 
I  fhall  fubdivide  it  into  thefe  four  parts  :  from  the  de~ 
ftruclion  of  the  heathen  empire  to  the  rife  of  antichrift; 
from  the  rife  of  antichrift  to  the  reformation  in  Luther’s 
time  ;  from  thence  to  the  prefent  time  ;  from  the  prefent 
time,  till  the  fall  of  antichrift.  But  under  this  head  1 
fhall  confider  only  the  former,  reaching  from  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  heathen  empire  to  the  rife  of  antichrift.  And 
here,  (1.)  I  would  take  notice  of  the  oppofition  Satan 
made  in  this  fpace  of  time  to  the  church  :  and,  (2)  the 
fuccefs  that  the  gofpel  had  in  it. 

(1.)  The  eppoftion.  Satan  being  caft  out  of  his  old 
heathen  empire,  the  great  red  dragon  after  fo  fore  a  con¬ 
flict  with  Michael  and  his  angels  for  the  greater  part  of 
three  hundred  years,  being  at  laft  entirely  routed  and 
vanquifhed,  fo  that  no  place  was  found  any  more  in 
heaven  for  him,  but  he  was  caft  down,  as  it  were,  from 
heaven  to  earth  ;  yet  does  not  give  over  his  oppofition  to 
the  woman,  the  church  of  Chrift,  concerning  which  all 
this  conflict  had  been.  But  he  is  ftill  in  a  great  rage, 
renews  his  attempts,  and  has  recourfe  to  frefh  devices 
againft  the  church.  The  lerpent,  after  he  is  caft  out  of 
heaven  to  the  earth,  calls  out  of  his  mouth  water  as  a 
food,  to  caufe  the  woman  to  be  carried  away  of  the  flood. 
[Rev.  xii.  15.]  The  oppofition  that  he  made  to  the 
church  ot  Chrift  before  the  rife  of  antichrift,  was  prin- 
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cipally  ol  two  lorts.  It  was  either  by  corrupting  the 
chinch  of  Cii n A  with  herelies,  or  by  new  endeavours  to 
reftore  Paganifm. 

[i.]  1  would  obferve,  that  after  the  deftruftion  of  the 
heathen  Roman  empire,  Satan  i  life  Red  the  church  with 
herehes.  1  hough  there  had  been  fo  glorious  a  work  of 
God  in  delivering  the  church  from  her  heathen  perfe- 
cutors,  and  overthrowing  the  heathen  empire;  yet  the 
days  of  the  church’s  travail  were  not  ended  ;  and  the  fet 
time  of  her  profperity  which  the  church  enjoyed  in  Con- 
itantine’s  time,  was  but  very  fhort:  it  was  a  refpite,  which 
gave  the  church  a  time  of  peace  and  filence,  as  it  were, 
for  half  an  hour,  wherein  the  four  angels  held  the  four 
winds  from  blowing,  till  the  fervants  of  God  fhould  be 
lealed  in  their  foreheads.  [Rev.  viii.  i.]  But  the  church 
loon  began  to  be  greatly  infefted  with  herehes  ;  the  two 
principal,  and  thofe  that  did  moll  infeft  the  church, 
were  the  Atian  and  Pelagian  herehes. 

1  he  Arians  began  loon  after  Conftantine  came  to  the 
throne.  I  hey  denied  the  dodlritie  of  the  Trinity,  and 
the  divinity  of  Chrift  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  maintain¬ 
ed,  that  they  were  but  mere  creatures,  (x)  This  hereby 
increafed  more  and  more  in  the  church,  and  prevailed 
like  a  hood,  which  threatened  to  overthrow  all,  and 
entirely  to  carry  away  the  church,  info  much  that  before 


(x)  The  Arians.]  Thefe  were  fo  called  from  Arius ,  a  prieft 
of  the  church  ol  Alexandria,  and  a  native  of  Lybia  :  afterwards 
they  were  fplit  into  a  great  number  of  lefts,  partly  from  the  de¬ 
cree  ol  refinement  in  which  the  notions  of  Arius  were  received  ; 
fome  approaching  very  near  the  language  of  the  orthodox,  as  they 
were  called,  and  others  deyradiny  the  Son  of  God  far  more  than 
Arius  had  done  :  and  partly  from  other  ftrange  and  erroneous  opi¬ 
nions  added  to  his  ;  commonly  however,  they  bore  the  name  of 
fome  favourite  leader,  as  the  P hotinians,  Nejlorians ,  Eutychians , 
Timotheans ,  &c.  The  grand  champion  of  the  orthodox  was 
Athanafius ,  who  would  have  better  defended  their  caufe,  had  he 
adhered  to  the  fimplicity  of  fcripture  and  not  fettered  C h r i Rian i ty 
with  his  own  additions  and  refinements.  To  him  we  are  indebted 
for  the  Athanajian  Creed ,  though  few  liberal  minds  think  highly  of 
the  obligation,  and  fewer  can  endure  the  curfeshe  has  introduced 
into  the  religious  worfhip  of  the  greater  part  of  Chriffendom. 

•  ‘  *  ‘  [G.  E.] 
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that  age  was  out,  that  is,  before  the  end  of  the  fourth 
century,  the  greater  part  or  the  Chriftian  church  were 
become  Anans.  I  here  were  fome  emperors,  the  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  Conftantine,  who  were  Arians  io  that  tire 
Arians  being  the  prevailing  party,  and  having  the  civil  au¬ 
thority  on  their  tide,  raifed  a  great  perfecution  again!!:  the 
true  church  ot  Chrift  ;  io  that  this  herefy  might  well  be 
compared  to  a  flood  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  ferpent, 
which  threatened  to  carry  away  the  woman. 

The  Pelagian  herefy  arofe  in  the  beginning  of  the  next 
century.  It.  began  by  one  Pelagius,  who  was  born  in 
Britian  :  his  Britilh  name  was  Morgan.  He  denied  ori¬ 
ginal  fin,  and  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  con- 
verfion  and,  held  the  power  of  free  will,  and  many  other 
things  of  like  tendency:  and  this  herefy  tor  a  while  great¬ 
ly  infefled  the  .church.  Pelagius’s  principal  antagoniff, 
who  wrote  in  defence  of  the  orthodox  faith,  w7as  St.  Au- 
guflin.  (y) 

[2.]  The  other  kind  of  oppofltion  which  Satan  made 
ae-ainfl:  the  church,  was  in  his  endeavours  to  reftore  Pa- 

O  7 

ganifm.  And  his  firft  attempt  to  reftore  it  in  the  Roman 
empire,  was  by  Julian  the  apoftate.  Julian  was  nephew 
to  Conftantine  the  Great.  When  Conftantine  died  he 
left  his  empire  to  his  three  foils  ;  and  when  they  were 
dead,  Julian  reigned  in  their  ftead.  He  had  been  a  pro- 
felTed  Chriftian  ;  but  he  fell  from  Chriftianity,  and  turn¬ 
ed  Pagan  ;  and  therefore  is  called  the  apoftate.  When 
he  came  to  the  throne,  he  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 

*  Conflantius  Valeus,  Sec.  See  Dupin’s  Ecclef.  TTift.  Cent.  iv. 

(y)  Pelagi anism.]  Pelagius  was  very  much  aiTiftcd  by  Celef- 
tius ,  a  much  more  fubtil  and  ingenious  man.  In  Britain  this  fyf- 
tem  was  fupported  not  by  the  authors  of  it,  but  by  Agricola ,  a  dif- 
ciple  of  Pelagius  ;  this  produced,  as  ufual,  an  excommunication; 
for  the  eccleliallical  furgeons  of  thofe  days  feem  to  have  under- 
ilood  no  part  of  their  buiinels  fo  well  as  amputation.  Our  au¬ 
thor  has  obferved,  that  the  principal  antagoniftof  Pelagius  was  St.. 
Augvflin .  This  eminent  father  wras  brought  up  a  Manichean, 
but  converted  by  the  preaching  of  St.  Ambrofc ,  and  the  reading  of 
St.  PauPs  Epiftles.  His  works  which  are  in  Latin,  make  ten  folio 
volumes,  the  laft  of  which  contains  his  numerous  writings  againlt 
the  Pelagian?.  [G.  E.] 

over- 


422 


history  of  redemption, 

overthrow  the  Chriftian  church,  and  fet  up  Paganifm 
again  in  the  empire.  He  put  down  the  Chriftian  magi- 
ft  rates,  and  placed  heathens  in  their  room  ;  he  rebuilt 
the  heathen  temples,  and  became  a  moft  notorious  per- 
lccutor  of  the  Chtiftians,  and,  as  is  thought,  againft  his 
own  light  .  he  ufed  to  call  Chnft,  by  way  of  reproach,  the 
Galilean.  He  was  killed  with  a  lance  in  his  wars  with 
tile  1  erftans.  When  he  law  that  he  was  mortally  wound¬ 
ed,  he  took  a  handful  of  his  blood,  and  threw  it  up  to¬ 
wards  heaven,  crying  out,  “  O  Galilean,  thou  haft  con- 
q ik red.  (z)  And  he  is  commonly  thought  by  divines  to 
have  committed  the  unpardonable  fin,  (a) 

Another  way  that  Satan  attempted  to  reftore  Paganifin 
m  the  Roman  empire,  was  by  the  invafions  and  conqueft 
of  heathen  nations.  For  in  this  period  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  and  other  heathen  barbarous  nations  that  dwelt 
in  the  north  of  the  Roman  empire,  invaded  it,  and  ob¬ 
tained  great  conquefts,  and  even  over-ran  the  empire  ;  in 
the  fifth  century  they  took  the  city  of  Rome,  and  finally 
iubdued  and  took  pofteihon  of  the  Weftern  empire,  as  it 
was  called,  and  divided  it  into  ten  kingdoms,  which  were 
the  ten  horns  of  the  beaft  ;  for  we  are  told,  that  the  ten 
horns  are  ten  kings,  who  fhould  rife  in  the  latter  part  of 

(z)  Julian  the  Apojlated]  Among  the  inftances  of  Julian’s  op- 
poiition  to  Chriftianity,  hiftorians  mention  his  attempt  to  rebuild 
Jerufalem  and  reftore  Judaifm,  which  was  miraculouily  defeated, 
fubterraneous  fire  repeatedly  confuming  both  the  work  and  work¬ 
men.  This  is  acknowledged  by  his  biographer  Ammianus  Mar - 
cellinus ,  [Lib.  xxiii.  cap.  4.}  who  however  fays  nothing,  though 
prefent  at  the  time,  of  his  blafphemous  exclamation  when  mortally 
wounded,  as  above  related  ;  but  greatly  applauds  the  compofure, 
fortitude,  and  refignation  with  which  he  died.  This  therefore  refts 
on  Chriftian  authority;  as  that  of  Theodor  et,  [Lib.  iii.  cap.  20.] 
and Sozomen,  [Lib.  vi.  cap.  2.]  whether  therefore  it  was  designedly 
omitted  by  the  heathen,  or  invented  by  Chriftian  hiftorians,  has 
been  doubted.  [See  Univ.  Hift.  Vol.  xvi.  p.  267.]  [G.  E.] 

,(a)  The  Unpardonable  Sin.]  That  is,  the  Jin  againft  the  Holy 
Ghojl ;  [Matt.  xii.  21,  22.]  This  is  fuppoled  to  be  a  complication 
of  knowledge  and  inveterate  malice ;  had  Peter  denied  his  matter 
with  the  malicious  heart  of  Saul  the  perfecutor — or  Saul  perfecu- 
ted  Jefus  with  the  light  that  Peter  poflefled — either  would  have 
committed  this  fin.  [N.  U] 

the 
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the  Roman  empire  :  (b)  thefe  are  alfo  reprefented  by 
the  ten  toes  of  Nebuchadnezzars’s  image.  The  inva- 
hon  and  conqueft  of  the  heathen  nations  are  fuppofed  to 
be  foretold  in  the  viiith.  chapter  of  Revelation,  in  what 
came  to  pafs  under  the  founding  of  the  four  firil  trumphets. 
(c)  Now  thefe  nations  were  chiefly  heathens  ;  and  by 
their  means  heathenifm  was  again  for  a  while  in  part  re- 
itored  after  it  had  been  overthrown. 

(2.)  I  proceed  to  fhow  what  fuccefs  there  was  of  the 
gofpel  in  this  fpace,  notwithftanding  this  oppofition. 

[  1 . ]  I  obferve,  that  the  opposition  of  Satan  was  baf¬ 
fled.  Though  the  dragon  call  out  of  his  mouth  fuch  a 
flood  after  the  woman  to  carry  her  away,  yet  he  could 
not  obtain  his  defign  ;  but  the  earth  helped  the  woman, 
and  opened  her  mouth,  and  fwallowed  up  the  Hood  which 

(r)  Ten  horns  of  the  leaf.']  Sir  If.  Newton  reckons  them  thus : 
1.  The  Vandals  and  Alans  in  Spain  and  Africa;  2.  the  Suevians 
in  Spain  ;  3.  the  Vifigoths ;  4.  the  Allans  in  Gallia ;  3.  the  Burgun¬ 
dians  ;  6.  the  Franks;  7.  the  Britons  ;  8.  the  Hunns;  9.  the  Lom¬ 
bards;  10.  the  kingdom  of  Ravenna.  Mr.  Mede  and  other  writers 
differ  a  little  in  the  names  of  thefe  kingdoms,  according  to  the 
date  at  which  they  reckon  them  ;  but  all,  even  Machiavel, ,  [See  Bp. 
Chandler's  Vindication,  Book  I.  ch.  ii.  §  3.]  who  little  thought  of 
fulfilling  prophecy,  adheres  to  the  fame  number  ;  “  for  though 
they  might  be  afterwards  fometimes  more  and  at  others  fewer,  yet 
(lays  Sir  If  Newton)  they  are  Hill  called  the  ten  kings.”  [Obferv. 
on  Dan.  ch.  vi.  p.  47,  73.]  [G.  E.] 

(c)  The  four  firjl  trumpets.]  Th  Q  fir  ft  trumpet  produces  a 
Form  of  lire,  of  hail  mingled  with  fire,  and  very  fitly  reprefents  the 
Goths  under  Alaric ,  who  are  compared  to  a  fform  of  hail  by  Clan- 
fan.  '  And  Philofiorgius  reprefents  this  period  as  remarkable  for 
lightning  and  hail. — At  the  fecond  trumpet  a  burning  mountain 
is  caff  into  the  fea,  which  was  Attila  and  his  Hunns,  a  few  years  af¬ 
ter  the  former.  He  called  himfelf  the  ‘  fcourge  of  God  and  the 
terror  of  men.’ — At  the  founding  of  the  third  trumpet  the  ftar 
wormwood  falls  from  heaven,  fuppofed  to  predict  Genferic ,  a  per¬ 
fecting  Arian,  king  of  the  Vandals. — By  th z  fourth  trumpet,  the 
political  luminaries  of  the  empire  were  terribly  eclipfed,  which 
was  effected  by  Odoacer  king  of  the  Heruli ,  who  put  an  end  to  the 
very  name  of  the  weffern  empire,  and  was  proclaimed  king  of  Ita¬ 
ly  ;  but  was  foon  removed  by  Theodoric  king  of  the  Offrogoths, 
w  iio  refumed  his  place.  Fhe  bloodfhed  and  other  calamities, 
which  attended  thefe  revolutions,  are  beyond  conception.  [See  Bp. 
New  ton  on  the  Prophecies,  Voh  iii.  dif.  24.]  [G.  E.] 

the 
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the  dragon  call  out  of  his  mouth.  [Rev.  xii.  16.]  Thefc 
herejies  which  fo  much  prevailed,  yet  after  a  while  dwin¬ 
dle  away  and  truth  was  again  reftored.  (d)  As  for  Ju¬ 
lian' s  attempt,  it  was  dilappointed  by  his  death. 

[2.]  The 

(d)  Heresies  prevailed.']  We  cannot  difmifs  the  fubjefl  of 
the  ancient  hereiies  without  two  or  three  remarks,  which  naturally 
arife  from  the  perufal  of  their  hiilory. 

1.  We  obferve,  that  every  new  opinion  that  was  Parted,  which 
could  not  be  found  in  the  ePablifhed  creeds,  wras  deemed  a  he¬ 
reby,  though  fometimes  perfectly  harmlefs,  and  even  true.  Such 
were  the  opinions  that  unbaptized  children  might  be  faved — that 
the  Virgin  Mary  had  children  after  our  Lord — and  the  dotfrine  of 
the  Millenium.  This  method  foon  increafed  the  number  of  he¬ 
re  fies  almoP  beyond  belief. 

2.  That  mop  of  the  hereiies  of  thofe  clays  which  deferred  that 
opprobrious  name,  arofe  from  mixing  the  principles  of  the  philo- 
fophers  with  the  pure  truths  of  revelation.  This  idea  would  fill 
a  volume  ,  we  fhall  therefore  only  ill u Prate  it  by  two  or  three 
in  fiances. 

The  GnojUcs ,  or  knowing  ores,  as  the  term  implies,  whether 
they  fprang  from  Simon  Magus  or  not,  formed  their  fyPem  of  a 
mixture  of  ChriPianity  and  the  oriental  philofophy,  perfonifying 
I  know  not  what  attributes,  and  forming  a  generation  of  GEons, 

one  of  wrhom  they  fuppofed  to  be  Jefus  and  another  ChriP.-- - 

Valentinus,  a  great  admirer  of  the  Platonic  philofophy,  is  faid  to 
have  much  refined  this  fyPem,  and  founded  the  Valentinians. 
Origen,  and  many  of  the  orthodox,  in  feveral  particulars  alfo 
Platonized  ;  and  herein  was  laid  the  foundation  of  fcholaPic  theo¬ 
logy,  fo  much  cultivated  in  the  fucceeding  ages. — Manes  was  a 
Perfian,  and  upon  the  fame  principle  endeavoured  to  unite  the 
Magian  fyPem  (which  he  had  formerly  profefled)  with  that  of 
ChriPianity,  and  in  this  fcheme  allotted  to  Jefus  ChriP  the  place 
of  Mithras,  the  Perfian  Deity.  Somewhat  like  that  Roman  em¬ 
peror,  who  propofed  to  place  Jefus  ChriP  among  the  heathen 
idols  in  the  pantheon.  Manes  adopted  the  Perfian  notion  of  two 
firP  principles,  and  founded  the  fedl  of  Manicheans,  who,  among 
other  impieties,  took  the  God  of  the  Jews  for  the  evil  principle, 
the  devil. — But  the  plan  of  Ammonius  Saccas  is  faid  to  have  been 
more  liberal  and  extenfive,  he  propofed  to  harmonize  all  the  dis¬ 
cordant  fy Perns  of  religion  and  philofophy  in  the  world,  which 
he  attempted  by  allegorizing  the  pagan  fyPem,  and  refined  upon 
others,  thus  melting  them  down,  as  it  were,  into  one  mats  of  he¬ 
terogeneous  abfu r di t yfl—^I t  Piould  be  added,  that  others,  who 
had  been  originally  jews,  were  no  lefs  zealous  in  urWmg  the  laws 
of  Mofes  with  the  doctrines  of  ChriP,  of  which  we  have  inPances 
even  in  the  New  Teftam'ent, 
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[2.]  The  gofpel,  during  this  fpace  of  time,  was  farther 
propagated  amongft  many  barbarous  heathen  nations  in 
the  confines  of  the  heathen  Roman  empire.  In  the 
time  of  Conflantine  there  was  a  confiderable  propagation, 
of  the  golpel  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  chiefly  by  the  minifhy 
of  one  Frumentius.  Great  numbers  of  the  Iberians,  an 
heathen  people,  were  converted  to  Chriftianity  by  a  Chrii- 
tian  woman  of  eminent  piety,  whom  they  had  taken  cap¬ 
tive.  And  among  feveral  other  barbarous  nations  who 
were  not  within  the  Roman  empire,  great  numbers  were 
brought  to  receive  the  gofpel  by  the  teaching  and  example 
of  captives  whom  they  had  taken  in  war.  After  this, 
about  the  year  of  Chrift  372,  the  gofpel  was  propagated 
in  Arabia  ;  as  it  was  alfo  among  fome  of  the  northern 
nations  ;  particularly  a  prince  of  the  country  of  the  Goths 
about  this  time  became  Chriilian,  and  a  great  number  of 
his  people  with  him.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  cen¬ 
tury,  the  gofpel  was  preached  among  the  Perfians  ;  alfo 
among  the  Scythians,  a  barbarous  people,  whom  the  apof- 
tle  mentions  [Col.  iii.  11,]  4  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond 
i  or  free/  About  the  year  430,  there  was  a  remarkable 
converfion  of  the  Burgundians  to  the  Chriilian  faith.  I11 
this  age  Ireland,  which  till  now  had  been  heathen,  re¬ 
ceived  Chriftianity,  About  the  fame  time  it  was  farther 
propagated  in  Scotland  and  other  places.  In  the  next 
century,  one  Zathus,  king  of  the  Coichians,  renounced 

3.  We  may  obferve,  that  whatever  party  prevailed  conflantly 
fuppofed  themfelves  to  poffefs  a  right  of  vilifying  and  perfecuting 
all  others.  Calumny,  excommunication,  imprifonment,  and  ba* 
nifhment,  were  the  potent  arguments  with  which  they  attacked 
their  adverfaries.  And  when  fome  ecclefiaftical  revolution  turned 
the  fcales  and  railed  the  fufferers  to  power,  they  were  fare  to  re* 
taliate  upon  their  oppreffors.  It  is  faid  the  great  Conflantine  law 
and  bewailed  this  antichriflian  fpirit,  conjuring  the  oppolite  par¬ 
ties  to  peace  and  unity,  but  all  in  vain.  Thefe  domeflic  perfe* 
cutions  very  much  increafed  the  number  of  herefies  and  fchifm  ; 
for  oppohtion  is  the  parent  of  divifion,  and  the  more  men  are  fet¬ 
tered  in  matters  of  religious  opinion,  the  more  perverfe  and  ob* 
Hinate  will  they  be.  It  has  been  well  obferved,  that  the  great  fecret 
of  fubduing  fe&aries  is  to  tolerate  them,  a  fecret  which  unhappily 
was  not  difeovgred  in  thofe  times.  [I.  N,] 

3  I  Lea* 
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heathen  ifm,  and  embraced  the  Chriftian  religion,  as  did 
feverai  other  barbarous  nations  which  I  cannot  particu¬ 
larise.  (e) 

Thus  I  have  briefly  confidered  the  principal  events  of 
Providence  which  concerns  the  fucceis  of  the  gofpel  from 
Conftantine  to  the  rife  of  antichrift. 

4.  I 

(e)  The  gofpel  farther  propagated.]  On  this  narrative  we 
obierve,  that  the  principal  fadts  are  uncpieftionable,  being  related 
by  Sozomen ,  Socrates ,  and  other  hiftorians  of  that  period,'  and  in- 
ferted  into  moil  later  eccleiiailical  hiilories  ;  it  is  not  necefiary, 
therefore,  to  cite  diftind:  authorities  for  each,  we  fliall  only  re¬ 
mark, 

1.  The  means  by  which  the  gofpel  was  thus  propagated,  which 

were  various  ;  (1.)  Preaching .  Frumentius ,  a  native  of  Egypt, 

mentioned  above,  preached  the  gofpel  alfo  in  Abyllinia,  and  ha¬ 
ving  converted  iome  of  the  princes,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
was  made  bifhop  of  Axuma  by  Athanafius. — Origen,  at  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  an  Arabian  prince,  is  faid  to  have  converted  a  nume¬ 
rous  tribe  of  Arabs.- — Patrick,  a  Scotfman,  whofe  original  name 
is  thought  to  have  been  Succoth,  is  faid  to  have  converted  the  Irifli ; 
and  though  Anatolius  and  Palladius  preached  there  before  him, 
yet  is  he  honoured  as  their  tutelar  faint,  as  having  had  moil  fuc¬ 
ceis.  [Rapin' s  Hid.  of  England, Vol.  i.  Book  2.]  (2.)  Several 

nations  were  converted  by  means  of  Chriftian  captives.  Thus 
many  of  the  Goths  firft  liftened  to  Chriftianity  in  the  third  cen¬ 
tury  by  means  of  Eutyches,  and  were  excited  to  fend  for  Chriftian 
preachers,  though  fome  give  a  later  date  and  the  following  means. 
(3.)  The  profperity  of  the  Chriftian  empire,  and  the  manner  in 
which  Providence  appeared  for  Conftantine,  induced  others  to 
embrace  Chriftianity ;  this  is  related  particularly  of  the  Burgun¬ 
dians  and  fome  of  the  Goths,  as  juft  obferved.  And  others 
changed  their  religion  to  flatter  the  Roman  emperor,  as  one  Phri- 
tergenes,  a  king  of  the  Goths,  to  pleafe  Valens.  [Univer.  Hill. 
Vol.  xvi.  13 1.;  xviii.  325.;  xix.  279,  434 — 8.  ;  xx.  106,  390, 
&c.] 

2.  This  however  does  not  appear  to  be  the  firf  converfion  of 
many  of  them.  Moil  of  the  then  known  world  received  the  goi- 
pei  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles.  [See  above,  Note  eg,  pag.  407.] 
And  when  Pantaenas  preached  among  the  Indians,  he  found  a 
copy  of  St.  Matthew’s  gofpel,  which,  they  faid,  had  been  left 
among  them  by  one  of  the  apoftles.  Some  alfo  deferted  the  truth 
foon  after  they  had  received  it :  the  Burgundians,  for  inftance, 
who  within  fifty  years  turned  perfecuting  Arians. 

3.  As  to  the  gofpel  thus  preached,  it  is  to  be  feared  it  was 
felclom  very  pure .  Phritergenes  and  his  people  received  their 
Chriftianity  by  means  of  Allan  preachers.  And  the  orthodox,  as 
they  called  themfeives,  were?  by  the  third  and  fourth  centuries, 

con- 
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4.  I  come  now  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  time  from 
Conftantine  to  the  deftru&ion  of  antichrift,  viz.  that 
which  reaches  from  the  rife  of  anticlirift  to  the  reforma¬ 
tion  by  Luther  and  others.  And  this  is  the  darkefl  and 
molt  difmal  day  that  ever  the  Chriftian  church  faw,  and 
probably  the  darkeft  that  ever  it  will  fee.  The  time  of 
the  church’s  affliction,  as  was  obferved  before,  is  from 
Chrift’s  refurreCtion  till  the  deftruction  of  anticlirift,  ex¬ 
cepting  what  the  day  is,  as  it  were,  fhortened  by  fome 
intermiftions  and  times  of  refpite,  which  God  gives  for 
the  eleCt’s  fake.  [See  Matt.  xxiv.  22.]  But  during  this  time, 
from  the  rife  of  anticlirift  till  the  reformation,  was  a 
fpace  wherein  the  Chriftian  church  was  in  its  depreffion, 
and  darknefs.  The  church  in  this  fpace  was  for  many 
hundred  vears  in  a  ftate  of  great  obfcurity,  like  the  woman 
in  the  wildernefs ;  [Rev.  xii.  6.]  indeed  ihe  was  almoft: 
hid  from  light  and  obfervation. — In  fpeaking  of  the  events 
of  this  fpace  of  time,  I  would,  (1.)  Take  notice  of  the 
machinations  of  the  devil  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift 
in  this  time;  (2)  How  the  church  of  Chrift  was  upheld 
during  it. 

(1.)  I  would  take  notice  of  the  machinations  of  the 
devil  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  during  this  time*  Satan 

had 

confiderably  corrupted  both  in  do&rine  and  manners.  Many  alfo 
received  the  goipel  but  in  part,  mixing  fome  particulars  of  it  with 
their  native  fuperftitions,  whence  fprang  thole  numerous  fefts  of 
Semi-Chriftians,  as  we  may  call  them,  Rill  found  in  many  parts 
of  the  eaft. 

4.  We  may  add,  that  early  in  the  following  century  (the  fifth) 
France  became  nominally  Chriftian,  on  the  following  occafion  : 
Clovis  I.  a  pagan  prince,  fell  in  love  with  Clotilda,  a  Chriftian 
princefs,  and  in  order  to  obtain  her,  promiled  to  receive  her  reli¬ 
gion  ;  this,  however,  he  had  like  to  have  forgotten,  had  he  not 
a  few  years  after  been  in  danger  of  lofing  an  important  battle  ; 
then  he  renewed  his  vow  of  turning  Chriftian,  if  he  might  gain 
the  victory,  which  accordingly  happening,  he  was  baptized,  with 
his  lifter,  and  3000  of  his  fubje&s,  [Rob info n\  Mem.  of  Reform, 
in  I  ranee,  prefixed  to  Saurm  s  Sermons,  Vol.  1.]  A  few  years 
after  Pope  Gregory,  in  wonderful  charity,  lent  Auftin,  and  a 
tribe  ot  other  monks,  to  convert  our  Saxon  anceftors,  (the  na¬ 
tives  having  fled  to  Wales)  and  had  fuch  fuccefs  as  to  found  the 
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had  done  great  things  again  ft  the  Chriftian  church  before, 
but  had  been  baffled  again  and  again.  Michael  and  his 
angels  had  obtained  a  glorious  victory.  How  terrible 
was  his  opposition  during  the  continuance  of  the  heathen 
empire  ;  and  how  glorious  was  Chrift’s  vi&ory  and  tri¬ 
umph  over  him  in  the  time  of  Conftantine  !  It  pleafed 
God  now  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  yet  greater  vi&ory 
over  him,  to  fuffer  him  to  renew  his  ftrength,  and  to  do 
the  utmoft  that  his  power  and  fubtilty  could  do  ;  and 
therefore  he  fullers  him  to  have  a  long  time  to  form  his 
Schemes,  and  to  eftabhfh  his  intereft: ;  and  permits  him  to 
carry  his  deligns  a  great  length,  almofl  to  the  fwallowing 
up  of  his  church  ;  and  to  exercife  a  proud,  and  almoll 
uncontrouled  dominion,  a  long  time  before  Chrift:  finally 
conquers,  and  utterly  ruins  his  vifible  kingdom  on  earth, 
as  he  will  do  in  the  time  of  the  deftruftion  of  antichrift: 
and  Show  himfelf  fuperior  to  all  his  power  and  fubtilty. 
The  two  grand  works  of  the  devil  which  he  wrought  in 
this  fpace  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  are  his  Anti- 
chriftian  and  Mahometan  kingdoms,  which  have  been, 
and  hill  are,  of  great  extent  and  ftrength,  both  together 
fwallowing  up  the  ancient  Roman  empire  ;  that  of  Anti¬ 
chrift  the  Weftern,  and  Mahomet’s  the  Eaftern  empire, 
it  is  in  the  deilru&ion  of  thefe  that  the  vi&ory  of  Chrift, 
at  the  introdu&ion  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  church, 
will  chiefly  confift.  And  here  let  us  briefly  obferve  how 
Satan  has  ere&ed  and  maintains  thefe  two  great  kingdoms 
in  oppoiition  to  that  of  Chrift. 

[  i .  ]  With  refpe&  to  the  kingdom  of  antichrift . 
This  feems  to  be  the  rnafter  piece  of  all  the  devil’s  con¬ 
trivances,  and  therefore  antichrift  is  called  emphatically 
the  or  that  c  man  of  fin,’  [IT.  Theff.  ii.  3.]  as  though  he 

fee  of  Canterbury,  of  which  he  was  the  firft  archbifliop.  But  it 
is  to  be  feared,  that  the  grand  aim  of  the  Roman  pontiff  was  to 
enlarge  his  power,  and  the  zeal  of  Auflin  and  his  fellow  labourers 
to  propagate  the  trumpery  of  popery,  rather  than  the  do&rines 
of  the  gofpel  [. Rapin ,  Vol.  i.  Book  3.]  There  is  no  doubt 
but  Providence  over-ruled  all  thefe  events  for  good,  and  among 
the  in  perdition  of  the  times,  there  were  always  fome  who  would 
hot  bow  the  knee  to  Baal,  [G.  E.] 

were 
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were  fo  eminently.  He  is  alio  called  anticht  ijl,  which, 
fignifies  the  adverfary  of  Chrift.  Not  that  he  is  the  only 
opponent  of  Chrift;  for  the  apoftle  John  obferves,  that 
in  his  days  there  were  many  antichrifts.  [I.  John  ii.  io, 
22.]  But  yet  this  is  called  the  antichrift,  as  though  there 
were  none  other,  becaule  he  was  fo  eminently,  and  above, 
all  others.  So  this  contrivance  of  the  devil  is  called  the 
my  fiery  of  iniquity,  [II.  Theft  ii.  7.]  And  we  find  no 
enemy  of  Chrift  half  fo  much  fpoken  of  in  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  Revelation  as  this  ;  or  his  deftrmftion  fpoken  of 

as  fo  happy  for  the  church,  (f) 

This  is  a  contrivance  of  the  devil  to  turn  the  miniftry 
of  the  Chriftian  church  into  his  fervice,  and  change  thefe 
angels  of  the  churches  into  fallen  angels.  And  in  the 
tyranny,  fuperftition,  idolatry,  and  perfecution,  which 
he  fets  up,  he  contrives  to  make  an  image  of  ancient  pa- 
ganifm,  and  more  than  to  reftore  what  was  loft  in  the 
empire  by  the  overthrow  of  heathenifm  in  the  time  of  Con- 
flantine  :  fo  that  by  thefe  means  the  head  of  the  beaft* 
which  was  wounded  unto  death  in  Conftantine,  has  his 
deadly  wound  healed  in  antichrift,  [Rev.  xiii.  3.]  And  the 
dragon,  that  formerly  reigned  in  the  heathen  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  being  call  out  thence,  after  the  beaft  with  feven  heads 
and  ten  horns  riles  up  out  of  the  fea,  gives  him  his  power, 
and  feat,  and  great  authority  :  and  all  the  world  wonders 
after  the  beaft.  (g) 

I  am 


(f)  Antichrist.]  That  antichrift  intends  the  Pope  or  rather 
the  papal  power ,  is  now  generally  agreed  by  proteftant  writers,  and 
is  largely  fhewn  by  Bp.  Newton  from  the  text  above  referred  to 
and  forne  others  [as  Dan.  vii.  20,  21. — I.  Tim.  iv.  1,  &c. — - 
I.  John  iv.  3.— II.  John  vii,  8.]  His  Lordfhip  has  likewife  effect 
tually  demolifhed  every  other  hypothefts  on  this  fubjedt.  [On  the 
Proph.  Vol.  ii.  Dift  22.] 

(g)  The  Im ace  of  the  Beast.] 

The  Pagan  Dragon.  |  His  Popish  Image. 


Its  Head. 


The  Roman  Emperor ,  called 
alfo  Pontifex  maximus ,  (or  high 
prieft)  attended  with  his  princes 
in  royal  purple. 


The  Pope ,  alfo  Pontifex  max- 
wins ,  with  his  college 
nals  cloathed  in  purple 


with  his  college  of  cardi- 


Irs 
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I  am  far  from  pretending  to  determine  the  time  when 
the  reign  of  antichrift  began,  which  is  a  point  that  has 
neen  io  much  controverted  among  divines  and  expofitors. 
It  is  certain  that  the  1260  days,  or  years,  which  is  fo  of¬ 
ten  in  feripture  mentioned  as  the  time  of  the  continuance 
of  antichnif’s  reign,  did  not  commence  before  the  year  of 
Chi  iff  479  ;  becaufe  if  they  did,  they  would  have  ended. 


Its  Me 

The  Roman  provinces. 

Its  ( 

Betides  Jupiter  the  fupreme, 
Diva  Vella,  (  Juno  or  Luna)  and 
a  multitude  of  deities  of  differ¬ 
ent  ranks,  mediators  and  inter- 
cetibrs ;  pretiding  over  different 
countries,  profeitions,  difeaies, 
days,  &c. 

Places  < 

Temples  built  eaft  and  well 
dedicated  to  their  feveral  gods  ; 
and  one  in  particular  to  them  all, 
and  therefore  called  the  Panthe¬ 
on • 


IEERS. 

The  catholic  fates, 

ODS. 

Betide  the  bleffed  Tt  ' ini  tv , 
Sanbta  Maria,  (the  Virgin  Ma¬ 
ry)  mother  of  God  and  queen 
of  heaven,  with  innumerable 
faints  worshipped  as  mediators 
and  interceflors ;  preti ding  over 
various  countries,  profeifions, 
difeafes,  days,  &c. 

Wo  r  fli  ip. 

The  fame  temples,  confecra- 
ted  anew,  with  others  built  up¬ 
on  the  fame  plan,  and  dedicated 
to  their  different  faints  ;  and  the 
fame  Pantheon  dedicated  to  all 
faints. 


Manner  of  Worfliip. 


Through  the  medium  of  rich 
images,  with  great  fplen dour  and 
innumerable  ceremonies,  mag¬ 
nificent  garments,  many  mufical 
inftruments,  torches  at  noon 
day,  See. 


By  the  fame,  or  fimilar  ima¬ 
ges  with  equal  fplendour,  many 
of  the  fame  ceremonies,  the  like 
garments,  many  mufical  inftru¬ 
ments,  torches  at  noon  day,  &c# 


See  De  Panne's  plea  [Book  3.]  where  the  parallel  is  purfued 
through  feveral  other  heads  and  properly  illuftrated  with  particu¬ 
lar  instances  :  alfo  the  late  Dr.  Middleton' s  Letter  from  Rome,  who 
has  carried  the  fubjebf  ftill  farther,  and  oblerves,  when  we  fee 
64  the  prefent  people  of  Rome  worfliipping  at  this  day  in  the 
fame  temples- — at  the  fame  altars — fometimes  the  fame  Images — 
and  always  with  the  fame  ceremonies ,  as  the  old  Romans  ;  they 
mu  ft  have  more  charity  as  well  as  fkill  in  diftinguifhing,  than  I 
pretend  to,  who  can  abfolve  them  from  the  fame  crime  of  fuper- 
ftition  and  idolatry  with  their  pagan  anceftors.”  [U.  S.] 


* 


and 


t 
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I 

and  antichtift  would  have  fallen  before  now.  (h)  But  the 
rife  of  antichrifl  was  gradual.  The  Chriftian  church 
corrupted  itfelf  in  many  things  prefently  after  Conftan- 
ti ne’s  time,  growing  more  and  more  fuperftitious  in  its 
worlhip,  by  degrees  bringing  in  many  ceremonies  into 
the  worlhip  of  God,  till  at  length  they  brought  in  the 
worfhip  of  faints,  and  fet  up  images  in  their  churches, 
and  the  clergy  in  general,  and  efpecially  the  bifhop  of 
Rome,  affumed  more  and  more  authority  to  liimfelf.  (i) 
In  the  primitive  times  he  was  only  a  minifter  of  a  congre¬ 
gation  ;  then  a  handing  moderator  of  a  prefbytery —  a 

diocefan 

(h)  The  BEGiNNiN g  of  the  reion  of  Antichrifl  d\  The  heft  in¬ 
terpreters  (as  Mr.  Fleming,  Sir  I.  Newton,  Mr.  Lowman,  Dr.  Dod¬ 
dridge,  Bp.  Newton,  and  Mr.  Reader)  are  pretty  well  agreed  that 
this  reign  is  to  be  dated  from  about  A.  D.  7  56,  when  the  pope  be¬ 
gan  to  be  a  temporal  pow-er,  (that  is,  in  prophetic  language,  a 
he  aft)  by  aifuming  temporal  dominion  ;  1260  years  from  this  pe¬ 
riod  will  bring  us  to  about  A.  D.  2000,  and  about  the  6000th  year 
of  the  world,  which  agrees  with  a  tradition  at  leaf!  as  ancient  as  the 
epiftle  afcribed  to  the  Apoftle  Barnabas  [§  15.]  which  fays,  that 
cc  in  fix  thoufand  years  hall  all  things  be  accomplihed.”  [See 
Doddr.  in  loc.  and  Bp.  Newton  on  the  Proph.  Vol.  i.  DiiT.  14.] 

(1)  P opifh  fuperflition  gradually  introduced. ]  The  following 
chronological  lift  of  Popih  peculiarities  is  taken  from  the  late  Mr. 
Toplady . 

Century. 

If.  Marriage  and  eating  fleh  forbid ;  Lent  enjoined  ;  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  Eafter,  and  excommunication  began  to  be  abufed. 

III.  Keeping  of  Chriftmas  and  Whitfunday  enjoined  ;  comme¬ 
moration  of  martyrs  ;  facred  veflments ;  oblations  for  the  dead  ; 
facraments  corrupted  ;  new  orders  of  clergymen  indituted  ;  and  a 
monadic  life  applauded. 

IV.  Relics  venerated ;  pilgrimages  recommended  ;  Friday  made 
a  fad  day  ;  and  the  clergy  forbad  to  marry. 

V.  Pictures,  images,  and  altars  eredted  in  churches ;  tapers  burnt 
at  noon  day;  penances  and  prayers  for  the  dead  pradtiled ;  mo- 
jiaderies  eredted  for  nuns. 

VI.  Sacrifice  of  the  mafs ;  the  clergy  exe;upted  from  the  civil 
jurifdidtion ;  indulgencies  edablihed  ;  hereby  made  death. 

All.  Pope  made  univerfal  bihop  ;  pantheon  dedicated  to  all 
the  faints ;  prayers  to  faints  and  the  Latin  language  enjoined. 

VIII.  Pope  made  a  temporal  prince,  and  began  to  depofe  kings ; 
image  worfliip  enjoined. 

IX.  Saints 
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diocefan  bifliop  a  metropolitan,  which  is  equivalent  to  an 
archbilhop  —  a  patriarch  ;  then  he  claimed  the  power  of 
uni ve rial  bifliop  over  the  whole  Chriftian  church,  where¬ 
in  ne  was  oppoftd  foi  a  while,  but  confirmed  in  it  by  the 
civil  power  of  the  emperor  in  the  year  606,  After  that 
he  claimed  the  power  of  a  temporal  prince  ;  and  fo  was 
wont  to  carry  two  fwords,  to  fignify  both  his  temporal 
and  fpiritual  power,  and  affumed  more  and  more  authority, 
till  at  length  he,  as  Ohrift  s  vicegerent  on  earth,  claimed 
the  very  fame  power  that  Chrifl  would  have,  if  he  was 
prefent  on  earth,  and  reigned  on  his  throne,  or  the  fame 
power  that  belongs  to  God;  he  even  ufed  to  be  called  God 
on  earth,  and  fubmitted  to  by  all  the  princes  of  Chnflen- 
dom.  (k)  He  claimed  power  to  crown  princes,  and  to  de¬ 
grade  them  at  his  plealure;  and  brought  kings  and  empe¬ 
rors  to  kifs  his  feet.  Emperors  were  wont  to  receive  their 
crowns  at  his  hands,  and  princes  dreaded  the  difpleafure 
of  the  Pope,  as  they  would  have  done  a  thunderbolt  from 
heaven  ;  for  if  the  Pope  was  pleafed  to  excommunicate  a 
prince,  all  his  fubjedts  were  at  once  freed  from  their  alle¬ 
giance,  yea,  and  obliged  to  renounce  it  on  pain  of  excom¬ 
munication  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  any  man  might  kill 
him  wherever  he  found  him.  Further,  the  Pope  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  power  to  damn  men  at  pleafure  ;  for  who- 
foever  died  under  his  excommunication,  was  looked  upon 
as  certainly  loft.  Several  emperors  were  actually  depofed, 
and  died  miferably  by  his  means ;  and  if  the  people  of  any 

IX.  Saints  canonized  ;  and  tranfubftantiation  maintained ;  col¬ 
lege  of  cardinals  inftituted. 

O 

X.  Agnus  Dei’s  invented  and  bells  baptized. 

XI.  Purgatory  and  beads  invented. 

XII.  The  fcholalfic  writers  arofe. 

XIII.  Cup  ref  ufed  to  the  laity;  auricular  confellion  enjoined  ; 
jubilee  appointed  ;  friars  inftituted. 

XIV.  Indulgences  fold . 

XV.  Seven  facraments  eftablifhed. 

[Gof.  Mag.  Dec.  1775,  and  Sup.] 

(k)  The  Pope  a  god.]  So  he  was  {filed,  u  Our  Lord  God  the 
Pope — a  God  on  earth- — the  power  of  the  pope  (fay  they)  exceeds 
all  created  power,  and  extends  to  things  celeftial,  terreftial  and  in¬ 
fernal.”  [Newton  on  theProph,  Voh  ii,  p.  366.] 

Fate 
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Rate  or  kingdom  did  not  pleafe  him,  lie  could  lay  that 
Hate  or  kingdom  under  an  interdict,  whereby  all  facred 
adminiflrations  among  them  could  have  no  validity. 

here  could  be  no  valid  lacraments,  prayers,  preaching, 
or  pardons,  till  that  interdict  was  taken  off ;  fo  that 
people  remained,  in  their  apprehenlion,  in  a  damnable 
Hate,  and  therefore  dreaded  it  as  they  would  a  ftorm  of 
fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven.  And  in  order  to  execute 
his  wrath  on  a  prince  or  people  with  whom  the  Pope  was 
difpleafed,  other  princes  mult  alfo  be  put  to  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  expence,  (l) 

As  the  Pope  with  his  clergy  robbed  the  people  of  their 
ecclefi'aflical  and  civil  liberties  and  privileges,  fo  he  alfo 
robbed  them  of  their  eftates,  and  drained  all  Chriitendom 
of  their  money,  ingroffing  their  riches  into  his  own  cof¬ 
fers,  by  revenues  of  the  clergy,  pardons,  indulgencies,  bap- 
ti fms  and  extreme  unctions,  deliverance  out  of  purgatory, 
and  an  hundred  other  things,  (m) — See  how  well  this 

agrees 


1. 

2. 

3- 

4* 

'  5* 

6. 

/• 

8. 

9* 

10. 

1 1. 
I  2. 

L3- 

1 4* 


(l)  Princes  deposed  or  deprived  by  Popes.] 
Pope  Zachary  1.  depofecl  Childerick  King  of  France, 

Henry  IV.  Emperor. 

Philip,  King  of  France. 
William,  King  of  Sicily. 
Philip,  Emperor. 

Frederick  II. 

John,  King  of  England. 
Mamphred,  King  of  Sicily. 
Charles,  King  of  Sicily. 
Peter,  King  of  Arragon. 


Gregory  VII. 

Urban  II. 

Adrian  IV. 

Innocent  III. 

Gregory, 

Innocent  IV. 

Urban  IV. 

Nicolas  III. 

Martin  IV. 

Boniface  VIII.  deprived  Philip  the  Fair. 


Clement  V. 
John  XXII. 
Gregory  IX. 
Paul  III. 


depofed  Henry  V.  Emperor, 
deprived  Lodovick,  Emperor, 
depofed  Wenceilaus,  Emperor, 
deprived  Henry VIII.  King  of  England. 

\Bennet*s  Memorial,  p.  30.] 
For  the  fentiments  of  the  popifli  decrees  and  doctors  on  this  lub- 
jeft,  fee  ‘  Spirit  of  Popery^  ch.  viii.  and  Sir  R,  Steele,  Rom.  Ecclef. 
Hid.  No.  III.  and  IV.  where  may  be  feen  a  famous  oration  of  Pope 
Sixtus  V.  1589*  applauding  the  murder  of  Henry  III.  of  France, 
by  a  Jacobine  friar,  as  both  admirable  and  meritorious. 

(m)  The  Pope  drained  CbriJlendomT\  This  he  did  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ingenious  merhods : 

3  K-  Some 
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If 
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, 


$ 


if 


f 

I 
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agrees  with  the  prophecies  above  referred  to,  viz.  [Thef.  ih 
3>  4*  Dan.  vii.  20,  21.  Rev.  xiii.  6,  7.  and  xvii.  2,  4.] 


During 


GrofTos.f 


6 

6 


Some  Account  of  the  Fees  of  the  Pope's  Chancery  for  Abf elutions,  Li¬ 
cences,  Induigencies ,  £sV. 

Absolutions. 

For  lying  with  a  woman  in  the  church 
For  wilful  perjury  -  - 

A  pried;  for  fimony  - 

A  layman  for  murdering  a  layman 
For  killing  father,  mother,  wife,  filler,  or  other  relative 
For  a  prieil  that  keeps  a  concubine  - 
For  defiling  a  virgin  -  _ 

For  lying  with  mother,  or  filler,  &c. 

For  robbery,  or  burning  a  neighbour’s  houfe 
For  forging  letters  apollolical  -  -  -  1 7  *or  1 8 

for  a  king  going  to  the  holy  fepulchre  without  licence  100 


r* 


7 

7 

6 


s 

8 


Licences. 

To  change  a  vow  of  going  to  Rome  -  -  -  -  iZ 

That  a  king,  on  Chriftmas-day  morning,  may  have  a  naked 

fword  borne  before  him,  as  the  pope  has  -  -  150 

To  have  a  portable  altar  -  -  IO 

To  eat  flefli  in  Lent,  &c.  -  -  -  12  or  16 

That  one  who  preaches  before  a  king,  may  give  indulgence 
to  all  his  hearers  - 

For  a  town  that  hath  ufed  green  wax  in  its  feal,  to  ufe  red 
For  a  layman  to  chufe  his  confeifor  - 


12 

5° 


10 


5° 


16 

100 


In  dulgencies. 

For  an  hofpital  or  chapel  for  feven  years 
That  a  layman  may  remove  the  relics  of  faints  to  his  own 
chapel  -  - 

For  a  rerniinon  of  the  third  part  of  one’s  fins 
-j-  A  Groffo  is  fomewhat  more  than  our  groat. 

The  above  account  is  correctly  taken  from  Tax  a  S.  Cancellariar 
Apofolicre  e did.  L,  Blanch,  Fran .  1651.  where  p.  79,  (fpeaking 
of  matrimonial  difpenfations)  are  thefe  remarkable  wrords — 

“  N.  B.  Thefe  benefits  cannot  be  given  to  the  poor ;  becaufe 
they  have  not,  therefore  they  cannot  be  comforted. 

Of  this  famous  book  there  were  no  lefs  than  fifteen  editions  at 
different  places  abroad  between  A/D.  1514  and  1700. 

Induigencies  were  often  granted  to  whole  fraternities  and 
fometimes  for  a  1000  years  or  mage. 

a  ’Tis  almofl  incredible  what  fums  of  money  are  drawn  into  the 
Lope’s  coffer,  by  thefe  and  other  little  devices  that  depend  upon 
them ;  as  malfes,  requiems,  trentals,  obits ;  as  alio  by  Peter- 

pence* 
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X 

During  this  time  alfo  fuperftition  and  ignorance  more 
and  more  prevailed.  The  holy  leriptures  by  degrees  were 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  laity,  the  better  to  promote 
the  unfcriptural  and  wicked  defigns  of  tne  pope  and  his  cler- 

pence,  tenths,  firit  fruits,  appeals,  inveftitures ;  by  the  fale  of  Agnus 
Dei’s,  confecrated  beads,  and  inch  like  ware  lent  from  Rome  every 
year  ;  by  difpenfotions,  mortuaries,  pilgrimages  to  the  apoftolic 
lee,  efpecially  at  the  jubilee.  Some  have  computed  that  the 
tenths  and  frit  fruits  in  this  nation  amounted  to  above  £20,000 
per  annum,  which  was  no  fmall  fum  in  thofe  times ,  nay,  one 
archbifhop’s  pail  (Walter  Grey’s  of  York)  coil  £10, 000  fierling, 
fays  Matthew  Paris.  In  our  Henry  the  Third’s  time  it  was  rec¬ 
koned  that  the  pope’s  revenue  out  of  this  nation  exceeded  the 
king’s  ;  and  fome  that  have  endeavoured  to  make  the  efcimate 
tell  us,  that  there  went  60,000  marks  yearly  out  of  this  land  to 
Rome  ;  in  collecting  which  fums,  the  frauds  and  cruelties  of  their 
agents  were  fuch,  that  a  great  bigot  of  the  pope’s  and  a  hot 
Itickier  in  Becket’s  caufe,  Johan .  *5 'arijh.  allures  us,  “  That  the 
legates  or  the  apoltolical  feat  did  tyrannize  over  the  provinces,  as 
if  the  devil  was  gone  out  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  to  lcourge 
the  church.” 

u  Nor  had  our  neighbours  much  better  treatment;  the  fame 
trade  was  carried  on  in  other  countries,  witnefs  the  complaint  of 
the  Germans  in  their  hundred  grievances ;  and  that  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  Spain,  mentioned  by  Sandys  in  his  Europce  Speculum,  viz* 
that  Pope  Pius  V.  had  got  14  millions  out  of  that  kingdom  in  a 
lhort  Ipace.  And  Ciracella  affirms,  that  Pope  Sixtus  V.  in  five 
years  time  collected  five  millions  of  crowns ;  four  millions  of  which 
Gregory  XIV.  his  fucceffior,  wailed  in  pomp  and  riot  in  lets  than 
ten  months. 

“  Now  need  we  wonder  at  this,  confidering  how  many  hands 
were  employed  ?  The  grand  fifherman  at  Rome  had  a  multitude 
in  every  country  to  angle  partly  for  him,  and  partly  for  them- 
feives.  Aided  reckons  above  a  hundred  years  ago,  that  there 
were  then  at  lead  225,044  monaderies  'inChridendom  ;  and  if  you 
allow  forty  perions  to  an  houfe,  the  number  will  be  more  than  nine 
million.  Now  all  thefe,  and  the  red  of  the  eccleliadics,  which, 
like  locuds,  had  overfpread  the  face  of  the  earth,  lived  upon  the 
plunder  of  the  people  ;  and  beddes,  they  had  a  thoufand  little 
tricks  and  devices  in  getting  money  ;  they  could  fell  a  dead  man’s 
bones  at  a  vad  fum  ;  Audin’s  particularly  (that  were  trandated 
from  Hippo  to  Sardinia)  were  purchafedat  an  hundred  talents  oi 
fiver,  and  a  talent  or  gold  :  and  having  alrnod  an  infinite  varietvr 
of  ware,  which  they  put  off  at  no  fmall  rate,  taking  advantage  of 
the  fuperftition  and  credulity  of  their  filly  chapmen.”  [Ben net’s 

Mem.  of  the  Reform,  p,  27—29.  See  alfo  Fullers  Church  Hilt 
Book.  V.] 
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gV;  inftead  of  promoting  knowledge  among  the  people, 
they  induflrioufly  promoted  ignorance,  (n)  It  was  a  re¬ 
ceived  maxim  among  them,  that  ignorance  is  the  mother 
of  devotion:  and  fo  great  was  the  darknefs  of  thofe  times, 
that  learning  was  almoft  extinct  in  the  world.  Moll  of 
the  priefts  themfelves,  were  harbaroufiy  ignorant  as  to  any 
other  knowledge  than  their  infernal  craft  m  opprefting 
and  tyrannizing  over  the  fouls  of  the  people.  The  fuper- 
ftition  and  wickednefs  of  the  church  of  Rome  kept  grow¬ 
ing  worfe  and  worfe  till  the  very  time  of  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  whole  Chriftian  world  were  led  away  into 
this  grand  defection  ;  except  the  Greek  church,  and  forne 
others,  which  were  funk  into  equal  darknefs  and  fuper- 
ftition  ;  with  a  few  that  were  the  people  of  God,  who 
are  reprefented  by  the  woman  in  the  wildernefs,  and  God’s 
two  witnefles,  of  which  more  hereafter. 

This  is  the  chief  of  thofe  two  great  kingdoms  which  the 
devil  in  this  period  eredted  in  oppofition  to  the  kingdom 
of  Chrift.  I  come  now, 

[2.]  To  fpeak  of  the  other,  which  is  in  many  refpedh 
like  unto  it,  viz.  his  Mahometan  kingdom,  which  is  alfo 
of  mighty  powTer  and  vaft  extant,  fet  up  by  Satan  againft 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift :  this  was  fet  up  in  the  eaftern  em¬ 
pire,  as  that  of  antichrift  in  the  weftern. 

Mahomet  was  born  in  the  year  of  Chrift  57  1,  in  Arabia. 
'When  he  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  he  began  to  give 
out  that  he  was  the  great  prophet  of  God,  and  to  teach 

(n)  Papists  inimical  to  scripture.]  The  proofs  of  this  are 
endlefs  ;  we  can  only  refer  to  a  tradt  called  u  Popery  an  Enemy  to, 
feripture,”  by  the  Rev.  J.  Screes  (179,6)  who  has  lliewn  that  papiils 
prohibit  the  laity  to  read  the  feriptures — that  the  principles  of  po¬ 
pery  annul  its  authority — that  their  divines  fpeak  of  them  with 
great  contempt — that  they  made  decrees  in  oppofition  to  them — that 
they  fallify  them  in  their  tranflations. — Memorable  is  the  dory  of 
Fulgent  ins,  the  friend  of  Father  Paul,  who  preaching  on  Pilate’s 
quefbon,  4  What  is  truth  ?’  told  the  audience,  that  after  many  re- 
fearches  he  had  found  it  out,  and  holding  out  a  New  Teflamcnt 
faid,  it  was  there  in  his  hand,  hut  added,  putting  it  again  into  his 
pocket — u  The  book  is  prohibited.”  [Letter  to  Bp.  of  Carlifle-— 
quoted  Mon.  Rev.  Jan.  1778.] 
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Ills  new  religion,  of  winch  lie  was  to  he  conficleicd  us  tne 
Lead  next  under  God.  Fie  publifhed  his  Koran,  vvhicn  he 
pretended  to  have  received  from  the  angel  Gabriel  ;  (o) 
and  being  a  crafty  man,  po defied  of  confiderable  wealth, 
and  living  among  a  people  who  were  very  ignoiant,  and 
greatly  divided  in  their  opinions  of  religious  matters. 


(o)  The  Koran.]  This  celebrated  book  (called  in  Arabic,  Ab 
koran)  is  the  bible  of  the  i  urks,  and  very  different  chai  afters  aie 
given  of  it  by  Mahometans  and  Chriftians  ;  the  following  hints  are 
deligned  to  give  an  impartial,  though  concue,  view  of  it,  and  ba¬ 
lance  the  oppofite  accounts. 

1.  It  muft  be  con  felled  to  contain  many  fublime  ideas  ;  and  for 
the  elegance  and  corredtnefs  of  its  ftile,  is  considered  as  the  ilandard 
of  the  Arabian  language.  It  alfo  contains  a  number  of  fine  moral 
obfervations,  and  excellent  precepts,  particularly  on  the  ai  tides  01 
judice  and  alms-deeds. 

2.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  equally  true,  the  Koran  contains  a 
great  number  of  abfurdities  and  fallehoods ;  tales  too  abiurd  for 
i'uperannuation  to  relate,  or  infancy  to  believe  :  nay,  a  variety  of 
injunctions  the  mod  tyrannical  and  fanguinary  that  ever  were  deli¬ 
vered  ;  witnefs  his  laws  concerning  women,  infidels,  revenge,  &c. 

3.  In  reply  to  our  drd  remark,  Chridian  writers  have  obierved 
that  the  fublimed  of  his  ideas  and  the  bed  of  his  precepts  were  pro¬ 
bably  borrowed  from  his  conyerfation  with  Jews  and  Chridians ; 
not  to  mention  the  current  dory  of  his  being  alii  tied  by  a  Jew  and 
a  Monk,  which  Mr.  Gibbon  will  not  admit. 

4.  In  anfwer  to  our  fecond  obfervation,  many  of  the  Mahometan 
doctors  pretend  that  the  reveries  we  defpife  are  mere  allegories,  and 
capable  of  a  mydical  explication,  neither  carnal  nor  ridiculous. 
The  precepts  which  we  condemn,  they  alio  judify  as  perfectly 
confident  with  the  ideas  of  eadern  nations,  though  they  appear 
drange  and  arbitrary  to  the  wedern  world. 

5.  Practiiing  the  grand  Chridian  precept  of  doing  as  we  would 
be  done  by,  and  making  all  reafonable  allowances  ;  dill  nothing 
can  reafon  away  the  impodure  of  feigned  revelations ;  nothing  jui- 
tifics  the  tyranny  of  many  of  his  laws ;  nothing  palliate  the  cru¬ 
elty  and  bloodfhed  that  frequently  marked  his  conqueds. 

6.  Ladly,  in  one  view,  however,  we  may  contemplate  Mahometa- 

nifm  with  pleafure  and  indrudtion,  as  it  affords  a  powerful  argu¬ 
ment.  in  defence  of  Chridianity,  and  contains,  even  in  the  Koran, 
its  own  refutation.  Mahomet  allows  the  million  both  of  Moles  and 
of  Chrid,  and  thus  confirms  both  the  Old  Tedament  and  the  New  ; 
and  yet  (wonderful  inconddency  1)  with  neither  of  thefe  can  his 
doffrines  in  any  manner  be  reconciled.  He  admits  that  both  the 
Jewifli  legidator  and  the  Meidah  of  the  gofpels  were  commiffioned 
from  above,  and  yet  if  either  be  admitted,  Mahomet  mud  certainly 
be  rejected  as  an  enthuiiad  or  an  impodor.  [G.  E.] 
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by  fubtilty,  and  fair  promifes  of  a  fenfual  paradife,  he 
gamed  a  number  to  be  bis  followers,  fet.  up  for  their 
pimee,  propagated  his  religion  by  the  fword,  and  made 
it  meritorious  of  paradife  to  light  for  him.  By  which 
means  his  party  grew,  and  went  on  lighting  till  they  con¬ 
quered  and  brought  over  the  neighbouring  countries  :  and 
io  his  party  gradually  increafed  till  they  over-ran  a  great 
pair  or  the  work,  (pj  bird:,  the  Saracens,  who  were 

fome 

( p )  T/-e  charaHcr  ^Mahomet.]  Many  will,  we  hope,  be 
guuhcd  by  toe  lol lowing  extract  from  Mahomet's  charadei,  drawn 
by  toe  makerly  hand  of  Mr.  Gibbon;  in  which,  however,  it  is 
but  jultice  to  hint  to  the  juvenile  part  of  our  readers,  that  this 
eugc.ii.  ilifi'Oi  rm  appeal s  too  inuch  inclined  to  admire  any  fyflem 
inimical  to  Chriftianity.  J  ' 

v-iccoi  omg  to  the  tradition  of  his  companions,  Mahomet  was 

diflinguifhed  by  the  beauty  of  his  perfon . They  applauded 

his  commanding  prefence,  his  majeftic  afped,  his  piercing  eye, 
his  gracious  unite,  his  flowing  beard,  his  countenance  that  paint¬ 
ed  every  fenfation  of  the  lord,  and  his  geflures  that  enforced  each 
expreffion  of  the  tongue.  In  the  familiar  offices  of  life  he  fern- 
p vilouliy  aaiieied  lo  the  grace  and  ceremonious  politenefs  ol  his 
country  ;  his  refpedful  attention  to  the  rich  and  powerful  was 
cugnmed  hv  his  condclcenflon  and  affaoility  to  the  pooreft  citizens 
oi  lvj.ecca  ,  the  £i  an  lends  ot  his  manner  concealed  the  artifice  of 
ks  vuvvS  ;  ciiid  the  habits  ot  courtely  were  imputed  to  perfonal 
friendflnp  or  umveifal  benevolence.  FIis  memory  was  capacious 
and  retentive,  his  wit  eafy  and  focial,  his  imagination  fublime,  his 
judgement  clear,  rapid,  and  deciiive.  He  poffefled  the  courage 
botn  of  tiiought  ano  action  ;  and,  although  his  dehgns  might  gra¬ 
dually  expand  with  his  fuccefs,  the  firfl  idea  which  he  entertained 
of  his  divine  million  bears  the  damp  of  an  original  and  fuperior 
genius.  The  fon  of  Abdallah  was  educated  in  the  bofom  of  the 
noblefl  race,  in  the  ufe  of  the  purefl:  dialed  of  Arabia  ;  and  the  flu¬ 
ency  of  his  fpeech  was  correded  and  enhanced  by  the  pradice  of 
diicreet  and  ieafonable  fllence.  With  thefe  powers  of  eloquence,  Ma¬ 
homet  was  an  illiterate8  barbarian :  his  youth  had  never  been  in- 
feruded  in  the  arts  ot  reading  and  writing  ;  the  common  igno¬ 
rance  exempted  him  from  Ihame  and  reproach;  but  he  was*  re¬ 
duced  to  a  narrow  circle  of  exifience,  and  deprived  of  thofe  faith¬ 
ful  mirrors,  which  refled  to  our  mind,  the  minds  of  fao-es  and 
heroes.  Yet  the  book  of  nature  and  of  man  was  open  to  his  view. 
....  From  his  earlieft  youth,  Mahomet  was  addided  to  religious 
contemplation  :  each  year,  during  the  month  of  Ramadan,  he 
withdrew  from  the  world,  antj.  from  the  arms  of  Cadijah  ;  in  the 
cave  of  Hera,  three  miles  from  Mecca,  he  confulted  the  ipirit  of 
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fome  of  his  followers,  and  were  a  people  of  the  country 
of  Arabia,  where  Mahomet  lived,  about  the  year  700, 
began  dreadfully  to  wafte  the  Roman  empire.  I  hey  con¬ 
quered  a  great  many  countries  belonging  to  the  empire, 
and  continued  their  victories  for  a  long  time.  I  hefe  are 
fappofed  to  be  meant  by  the  locufls  that  we  read  of  the 
ixth.  chap,  of  Revelation.  (qJ  After 

fraud  or  enthufiafm,  whofe  abode  is  not  in  the  heavens,  but  in  the 
mind  of  the  prophet.  The  faith  which,  under  the  name  of  Ijlam, 
he  preached  to  his  family  and  nation,  is  compounded  of  an  eter¬ 
nal  truth  and  a  neceffary  fiCtion,  That  there  is  only  one  God ,  and 
that  Mahomet  is  the  apojlle  of  God. 

Charity  may  believe  that  the  original  motives  of  Mahomet  were 
thofe  of  pure  and  genuine  benevolence  :  but  a  human  miffionary 
is  incapable  of  cheriming  the  obftinate  unbelievers  who  rejeCt  his 
claims,  defpife  his  arguments,  and  perfecute  his  life ;  he  might 
forgive  his  perfonal  adverfaries,  he  may  lawfully  hate  the  enemies 
of  God ;  the  hern  paffions  of  pride  and  revenge  were  kindled  in 
the  bofom  of  Mahomet,  and  he  fighed,  like  the  prophet  of  Ni¬ 
neveh,  for  the  definition  of  the  rebels  whom  he  had  condem¬ 
ned.  The  injuflice  of  Mecca  and  the  choice  of  Medina  tranf- 
formed  the  citizen  into  a  prince  ;  the  humble  preacher  into  the 
leader  of  armies  ;  but  his  fword  was  consecrated  by  the  example 
of  the  faints;  and  the  fame  God  who  ailliccs  a  finful  world  with 
peflilence  and  earthquakes,  might  infpire,  for  their  converfion  or 
chaflifement,  the  valour  of  his  iervants.  In  the  exercife  of  poli¬ 
tical  government,  he  was  compelled  to  abate  the  ftern  rigour  of 
fanaticifm,  to  comply  in  fome  meafure  with  the  prejudices  and 
paffions  of  his  followers,  and  to  employ  even  the  vices  of  man¬ 
kind  as  the  inflruments  of  their  falvation.  The  ufe  of  fraud  and 
perfidy,  of  cruelty  and  injuflice,  were  often  fubfervient  to  the 
propagation  of  the  faith  ;  and  Mahomet  commanded  or  appro¬ 
ved  the  affaffination  of  the  Jews  and  idolaters  who  had  efcaped 
from  the  field  of  battle.  By  the  repetition  of  fuch  adls,  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Mahomet  mull  have  been  gradually  drained  ;  and  the 
influence  of  fuch  pernicious  habits  would  be  poorly  compenfated 
by  the  practice  of  the  perlonal  and  focial  virtues  which  are  necef- 
iary  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  a  prophet  among  his  fedtaries 
and  friends.  Of  his  lafl  years,  ambition  was  the  ruling  paffion  ;  and 
a  politician  will  fufpedt,  that  he  fecretly  fmiled  (the  victorious 
impoflor  ! )  at  the  enthufiafm  of  his  youth  and  the  credulity  of 
his  profelytes.  [Gibbon’s  Decline  of  the  Prnman  Emp.  Vo!,  v. 
ch.  50.  N.  B.  Compare  Prideaux' s  Life  of  Mahomet,  ch.  i.  with 
Sale’s  preliminary  Difcourfe,  or  MoJheim\  Eccl.  Hifl.  Vol.  i.  p. 

3  r3* 

(oA  Saracens  compared  to  locusts.]  This  they  may  be, 
1.  from  their  Iwarms,  as  the  Saracens  were  almofl  innumerable  ; 

„  2.  At  a- 
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After  tins  the  T  urks,  who  were  originally  another 
people,  different  from  the  Saracens,  but  were  followers 
of  Mahomet,  conquered  all  the  eaftern  empire.  Their 
empire  commenced  about  the  year  of  Chrift  1296,  and 
about  1300  they  began  to  invade  Europe,  took  Conftan- 
tinople,  and  fo  became  mailer  of  all  the  eaftern  empire  in 
the  year  1 453,  which  is  near  three  hundred  years  ago.  And 
thus  all  thofe  cities,  where  the  famous  churches  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  Antioch,  Ephefus,  Corinth,  &c.  were,  now  became 
fubjedl  to  the  I  urks.  And  they  took  poffeftion  of  C011- 
ftantinople,  which  was  named  after  Conftantine  the  Great, 
and  made  by  him  the  city  of  the  Roman  empire.  Thefc 
Turks  are  fuppofed  to  be  prophefied  of  by  the  horfemen  in 
the  ixth.  chap,  of  Revelation,  [ver.  15,  &c.]  (r)  And  the 
remains  of  the  Chriftians  in.  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  who 
are  rnoftly  of  the  Greek  church,  are  in  miferable  flavery 
under  thefe  Turks,  and  treated  with  a  great  deal  of  barba¬ 
rity  and  cruelty,  and  are  become  generally  very  ignorant 
and  fnperftitious. 

Thus  1  have  fhown  what  great  works  of  Satan  were 
wrought  during  this  fpace  of  time  111  opposition  to  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift. 

o 


(2.)  I  come  now  to  (how  how  the  church  of  Chrift 
was  upheld  through  this  dark  time. — And  here, 

[  1 .  ]  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  towards  the  former  part 
of  this  fpace,  fome  of  the  nations  of  Chriftendom  held 
out  a  long  time  before  they  complied  with  the  corrup¬ 
tions  and  ufurpations  of  the  church  of  Rome*  Though 


2.  Arabia,  their  country,  frequently  abounds  with  locufts ;  3. 
locufts  are  bred  in  pits,  they  in  the  internal  one  ;  4.  in  the  year 
A.  D.  620,  when, Mahomet  was  training  his  difciples,  an  Arabian 
hiftorian  mentions  halt  the  fun  being  eclipfed  from  October  to 
june  ;  4  they  fpared  the  trees,  corn  fields,  and  cattle  ;  6.  they 
hurt  only  thofe  Chriftians  which  were  corrupted  by  idolatry  and 
fuperftition.  [See  Bp.  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  who  has  ad¬ 
duced  feveral  other  ftriking  particulars,  and  fhown  Mahomet  to 
be  the  ftar,  ver.  1. — Vol.  iii.  Dili'.  24,] 

(r)  Turks  defer ibed  as  horfemen .]  For  this  they  were  re* 
markable — confifted  of  four  fultanies  or  kingdoms  —  their  ftan- 
dards  red,  yellow,  and  blue,  and  about  this  time  invented  great 
guns  and  gunpowder,  [Newton  on  the  Proph.  Vol.  iii,  Dilf.  24.  j 

&n 


TO  THE  FALL  OF  ANTICHRIST.  441 


nil  the  world  wondered  after  the  beaft,  yet  all  nations  did 
not  fall  in  at  once.  Many  of  the  principal  corruptions  of 
the  church  of  Rome  were  brought  in  with  a  great  deal  of 
ftruggle  and  opposition  ;  and  particularly,  when  the  Pope 
gave  out,  that  he  was  univerfal  bilhop,  many  churches 
greatly  oppofed  him  in  it  ;  and  it  was  a  long  time  before 
they  would  yield  to  his  exorbitant  claims.*  And  fo,  when 
the  worfhip  of  images  was  firft  brought  into  the  churches, 
there  were  many  who  greatly  oppofed  it.f  And  the  fame 
with  refpeft  to  other  corruptions  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
Thofe  people  that  dwelt  near  to  the  city  of  Rome  complied 
fooner,  but  fome  that  were  more  remote,  were  a  long  time 
before  they  could  be  induced  to  put  their  necks  under  the 
yoke  :  and  particularly  ecclefiaflical  hiftory  gives  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  it  was  lo  with  great  part  of  the  churches  in 
England,  and  Scotland,  and  France,  who  retained  the 
ancient  purity  of  dodfrine  and  worfhip  much  longer  than 
many  others,  who  were  nearer  the  chief  feat  of  anti- 
clirift.  X 

[2.]  In  every  age  of  this  dark  time,  there  appeared 
particular  perfons  in  all  parts  of  Chriftendom,  who  bore 
a  teftimony  againft  the  corruptions  and  tyranny  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  There  is  no  one  age  of  antichrift, 
even  in  the  darkefl  times,  but  ecclefiaflical  hiflorians  men¬ 
tion  many  who  manifefted  an  abhorrence  of  the  Pope,  and 
his  idolatrous  worfhip,  and  pleaded  for  the  ancient  purity 
of  do&rine  and  worfhip.  God  was  pleafed  to  maintain 
an  uninterrupted  fucceffion  of  witnefles,  through  the  whole 
time,  in  Germany,  France,  Britain,  and  other  countries. 
Many  of  them  were  private  perfons,  many  miniflers,  and 
fome  magiftrates,  and  perfons  of  diflin&ion,  (s  )  And 

there 

*  Bingham' s  Antiq.  Book  ix.  chap.  1.  §11.  and  Barrow  or* 
the  Supremacy. 

t  Dupin'  s  Eccl.  Hifl.  Cent.  viii.  chap.  1. 

Z  See  the  following  Note. 

(s  ]  God  had  witnesses  in  every  aye.]  This  is  largely  proved 
by  a  learned  prelate,  to  whom  thefe  notes  have  often  been  indebted, 
the  late  Bp.  of  Brijiol  [on  the  Prophecies,  Dif.  xxiv.  Part  1.] 
Wl  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Toplady ,  [Hifloric  Proof  of  the  Calv.  of 
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there  were  numbers  in  every  age  who  were  perfecuted  and 
put  to  death  for  this  teftimony. 

[3.]  B elides  particular  perfons  difperfed  here  and  there, 
there  was  a  certain  people,  called  the  Waldenfes,  who 

lived 

the  Ch.  of  Eng,  A  ol.  i,  p.  149 — 212.]  from  whom  the  following 
names  are  i elected  under  the  different  centuries  : 

Cent.  VII.  In  this  age  the  dobtrine  of  the  Roman  church  began 
to  be  eficntially  and  generally  corrupt ;  yet,  however,  the  pope 
had  not  commenced  a  temporal  prince,  and  the  illullnoiis  names 
that  hifiory  preferves,  are  too  many  to  be  particularized. 

Cent.  Mil.  Several  councils  in  this  century  were  held  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  growing  errors  of  popery,  particularly  tranfubftan¬ 
tiation,  and  the  worfhip  of  faints  and  images.  The  beginning  of 
this  century  the  famous  Alenin ,  an  Englilhman,  wrote  in  the  name 
of  the  Britifh  bifhops,  and  others,  to  Charles  the  Great,  protefting 
againft  thefe  errors.  At  this  time  alfo  flouridied  the  venerable 
Bede,  who  with  his  dying  breath  ftnifhed  his  Tranllation  of  St. 
John’s  Gofpel. 

Cent.  IX.  Not  to  mention  the  exertions  of  feveral  princes,  both 
in  the  eaff  and  well,  againft  the  increasing  tyranny  of  the  popes, 
and  the  vices  and  hereiies  of  his  clergy:  among  the  divines  who 
boldly  oppoied  popery,  were  Agobard ,  Abp.  of  Lyons,  who  wrote 
againft  pictures  and  images,  and  maintained  the  doctrine  of  one 
mediator.  Maurus,  Abp.  of  Mentz,  and  the  celebrated  Bertram , 
(or  Ratramnus,  as  fome  call  him)  and  even  Scotus,  wrote  againft 
tranfubftantiation.  Alngiibertus ,  Abp.  of  Milan,  refilled  the  pope’s 
fupremacy  ;  Claude ,  bifliop  of  Turin,  aliened  the  principal  arti¬ 
cles  of  the  proteftant  faith  ;  and  Gottcfcbalus ,  a  pious  monk,  not 
only  preached,  but  buffered  in  their  defence. 

Cent.  X.  Which  even  Baronins  calls  an  iron  and  even  a  leaden 
age,  produced  fome  councils  and  writers  in  oppofttion  to  various 
branches  of  popery  ;  among  the  latter,  Alfric,  Abp.  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  was  one  of  the  molt  eminent  ;  and  Gerbert,  Abp.  of  Rheims, 
went  fo  far  as  to  call  the  pope  antichrift ,  although  afterwards  (lo 
frail  is  human  nature  !)  himfelf  afeended  the  papal  chair. 

Cent.  XL  Some  pretended  heretics  at  Orleans  in  France  de¬ 
nied  many  of  the  popifn  errors ;  and  as  Dupin  fays,  found  fault 
with  moll  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  church.  Berengarius  wrote 
profeftedly  againft  tranfubftantiation  and  the  church  of  Rome. 

Cent.  XII.  Many  now  began  to  efteem  the  pope,  antichrift. 
P  eter  and  Henry  de  Bruis ,  and  Arnold ,  of  Brefcia,  fuffered  mar¬ 
tyrdom  for  the  like  opinions.  The  Waldenfes  nowarofe  to  gene¬ 
ral  notice,  and  from  thence  may  be  dated  the  dawn  of  the  refor¬ 
mation. 

Cent.  XIII.  To  leave  the  Waldenfes  for  a  following  note,  and 
thofe  Idler  ftars  which  now  began  to  be  pretty  numerous  in  moft 
parts  of  Europe,  our  own  country  in  this  age  produced  two  very 
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lived  feparate  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world,  who  kept 
themfelves  pure,  and  conftantlv  bore  a  teftimony  agaiuft 
the  church  of  Rome  through  all  this  dark  time.  i  he 
place  where  they  dwelt  was  the  Vaudois,  or  the  five  val¬ 
leys  of  Piedmont,  a  very  mountainous  country,  between 
Italy  and  France.  The  place  where  they  lived  was  com- 
palfed  about  with  thofc  exceeding  high  mountains  called 
the  Alps,  which  were  almoft  impa liable.  The  pailage 
over  thefe  mountainous  defart  countries  was  fo  difficult, 
that  the  valleys  where  this  people  dwelt  were  almoft  iliac- 
ceffible.  There  this  people  lived  for  many  ages,  as  it 
were,  alone,  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  all  the  world, 
having  very  little  to  do  with  any  other  people  ;  and  there 
they  ferved  God  in  the  ancient  purity  of  his  worfhip,  and 
never  fubmitted  to  the  church  of  Rome.  This  place,  in 
this  defart  mountainous  country,  probably  was  the  place 
efpecially  alluded  to  in  the  xiith.  chapter  of  Revelation, 
[verfe  6.]  as  the  place  prepared  of  God  for  the  woman, 
that  they  fhould  feed  her  there  during  the  reign  of  anti- 
chrift. 

Some  of  the  Popifh  writers  themfelves  own,  that  this 
people  never  fubmitted  to  the  church  of  Rome.  One  of 
the  Popifh  writers,  fpeaking  of  the  Waldenfes,  fays,  The 
herefy  of  the  Waldenfes  is  the  oldeft  herefy  in  the  world.* 

It  is  fuppofed  that  this  people  firft  betook  themfelves  to 
this  delart  fecret  place  among  the  mountains,  to  hide 
themfelves  from  tire  feverity  of  the  heathen  perfecutions 
which  were  before  Conftantine  the  Great :  and  thus  the 
woman  fled  into  the  wildernefs  from  the  face  of  the  fer- 
pent,  [Rev.  xii.  6.J  And  fo,  [verfe  14.]  4  And  to  the 
‘  woman  were  given  two  wings  of  a  great  eagle,  that  fhe 
4  might  fly  into  the  wildernefs,  into  her  place  ;  where 

illuftrious  characters,  Grojlbead, ,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  and  Bradwar- 
dine ,  Abp.  of  Canterbury. 

Gent.  XIV.  Produced  lidcklljf  and  the  Lollards ;  and  from  that 
time  God  has  raifed  up  a  numerous  and  illuftrious  company  of 
witnefles  in  every  fucceeding  age,  which,  though  they  have  been 
perfecuted  and  opprelled  in  every  poiiible  fliape,  have  never  been, 
lilenced  or  fubdued.  [IN] 

*  R  einerius  cont,  Hu^ret.  cap.  4. 
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llie  is  nourifhed  tor  a  time,  and  times,  and  half  a  time, 
from  the  face  of  the  ferpent.’  And  the  people  being 
there  fettled,  their  pofterity  continued  there  from  age  to 
age  afterwards  :  and  being,  as  it  were,  by  natural  walls, 
as  well  as  by  God’s  grace,  feparated  from  the  rell  of  the 
world,  never  partook  ot  the  overflowing  corruption. 

rhefe,  etpecially,  were  thole  virgins  wflio  were  not 
defiled  with  women  ;  nor  when  other  women  proftituted 
the mfe Ives  and  were  defiled  ;  but  they  kept  themfelves 
pure  for  Chrift  alone  ;  they  followed  the  Lamb,  their 
fpmtual  hufband,  whitherfoever  he  went  ;  they  followed 
him  into  this  hideous  wildernefs,  [Rev.  xiv.  4,  5.]  Their 
doctrine  and  their  worlhip,  by  the  accounts  which  re¬ 
main  of  them,  appear  to  be  the  fame  with  the  protef- 
tant  do&rine  and  worfhip  ;  and  by  the  confeffion  of  popith 
writers,  they  were  a  people  remarkable  for  the  ftriftnefs 
of  their  lives,  for  charity,  and  other  chriftian  virtues,  (t) 
They  lived  in  external  poverty  in  this  hideous  country  ; 
but  they  clrofe  this  rather  than  to  comply  with  the  great 
corruptions  of  the  reft  of  the  world. 

They  livi  ng  in  io  fecret  a  place,  it  was  a  long  time  be¬ 
fore  they  leem  to  have  been  much  taken  notice  of  by  the 
Romanifts  ;  but  at  laft  falling  under  obfervation,  they 

(t)  The  doctrine  of  the  ancient  Waldenses.]  “  Ac¬ 
cording  to  P  ilichdorjfius ,  the  VValdenJ'es  themfelves  carried  up  the 
date  of  their  commencement,  as  a  body,  to  about  the  year  637. 
For  my  own  part,  (fays  Mr.  Top  lady)  I  agree  with  fome  of  our 
oideft  and  bell  proteftant  divines  ....  that  the  uninterrupted  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  apoftolic  doftrine  continued  with  them  from  the  pri¬ 
mitive  times,  quite  down  to  the  reformation ;  loon  after  which 
period,  they  feem  to  have  been  melted  down  in  the  common  mafs 
of  proteftants.”  [Hiftoric  Proof,  Voi.  I.  p.  149,  &c.] 

From  an  ancient  confeffion  of  their  faith,  and  other  authentic 
tefthnonies,  it  appears  that  they  acknowledged  the  apoftles  creed, 
believed  the  doctrines  of  the  tii  lity,  original  lin,  falvation  by 
Chrift  alone,  the  fufliciency  of  the  feriptures,  of  which  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  fame  books  that  we  do ;  and  that  they  rejected  the 
pope’s  fupremacy,  purgatory,  five  facraments,  prayers  for  the 
dead,  maffies,  vows  of  celibacy,  monkery,  pilgrimages,  the  wor- 
ibipping  of  faints,  and  other  popifh  tenets. 

[  See  Hift.  Ecclef.  Magdeburg,'  Vol.  III.  Cent.  XII.  cap.  8.  and 
Perrin's  fiiftory,  Vol.  1.  cap.  8.] 

went 
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went  out  in  mighty  armies  aga.mil  them,  and  fell  upon 
them  with  iniatiable  cruelty,  barharouhy  mailacnng  and 
putting  to  death,  men,  women,  and  childien,  with  all 
imaginable  tortures  ;  and  io  continued  perfecutmg  tiiein 
with  but  little  intermifiion  for  several  hundred  years  ;  by 
which  means  many  or  them  were  driven  out  of  then  old 
habitations  m  the  vallies  of  Piedmont,  and  fled  into  all 
narts  of  Europe,  carrying  with  them  then  doecimc,  to 
which  many  were  .converted,  (u)  But  their  perfecutors 
could  not  by  all  their  cruelties  extirpate  the  church  of 
God  ;  fo  fulfilling  his  word,  ‘  that  the  gates  of  hell 
*  fhould  not  prevail  againil  it.’ 

[4.]  Towards  the  latter  part  of  this  dark  time,  feve~ 
ral  eminent  divines  openly  appeared  to  defend  the  trutn, 
and  bear  teflimonv  agaihft  the  corruptions  of  the  churcn 


of  Rome,  and  had  manv  followers.  T.  he  find  and  prin¬ 
cipal  of  thefe  was  a  certain  Englifh  divine,  whofe  name 
was  john  JP'ickhjf \  wTho  appeared  about  140  years  before 
the  Reformation,  and  ftrenuoufly  oppofing  the  popifn  re¬ 
ligion,  taught  the  fame  dodfrme  tnat  the  Reformers  af~ 
terwards  did,  and  had  many  followers  in  England.  He 
was  hotly  perfecuted  in  his  lifetime,  yet  died  in  peace  ; 


(u)  WaUenfes  greatly  persecuted.]  u  Againft  the  Waldenfes, 
(faith  a  candid  popifh  hiftorian)  when  exquifite  punifliments 
availed  little,  and  the  evil  was  exafperated  by  the  remedy  which 
had  been  unfeafonably  applied,  and  their  number  increafed  daily, 
at  length  complete  armies  were  raifed,  and  a  war  of  no  lefs  weight, 
than  what  our  people  had  before  waged  againfc  the  Saracens,  was 
decreed  againft  them  :  the  event  of  which  was,  that  they  were  ra¬ 
ther  llain,  put  to  flight,  fpoiled  every  where  of  their  goods  and 
dignities,  than  that  convinced  of  their  error  they  repented.  So 
that  ....  they  fled  into  Provence  and  the  neighbouring  Alps  of 
the  French  territory . Part  withdrew  into  Calabria,  and  con¬ 

tinued  there  a  long  while  ....  part  palled  into  Germany,  and 
fixed  their  abode  among  the  Bohemians,  and  in  Poland  and  Li¬ 
vonia;  others  turning  to  the  weft,  obtained  refuge  in  Britain. ” 

[Thu  an  us  in  PraeE  ad  Hen.  IV.] 

It  is  related,  that  in  thefe  wars  when  the  papifts  took  the  city  of 
Beziers,  they  put  to  the  fword  above  60,000  perfons,  among 
whom  were  many  of  their  own  profeflion ;  the  pope’s  legate  cry¬ 
ing,  u  Kill  them  all,  for  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his.” 

[Pel,  Hift,  Alb.  c.  17,  18,  &  feq.] 

and 


-> 
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ud  aftvi  he  was  buried,  his  bones  were  dug  up  by  his 

periecutors  and  burnt.  His  followers  remained  in  eon- 

derabie  numbers  in  England  till  the  Reformation,  and 

were  cruelly  perfecuted,  and  multitudes  put  to  death  for 
their  religion. 

mekliff  had  many  difciples  and  followers,  not  only  in 
ngland,  but  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  whither  his  books 
weiecairied,  and  particularly  in  Bohemia,  among  whom 
were  two  eminent  divines,  John  Hufs  and  J»om,  a  divine 

01  1  raSlle’  the  chlef  C1ty  of  Bohemia.  Thefe  ftrenuoufly 
oppoied  the  church  of  Rome,  and  had  many  who  adhered 
to  them.  They  were  both  burnt  by  the  papiils  for  their 
doctrine  ;  (\v)  and  their  followers  in  Bohemia  were  cruel¬ 
ly  perfecuted,  but  never  extirpated  till  the  Reformation. 

1  bus  having  gone  through  this  dark  time  of  the  church, 
winch  is  the  fecond  part  of  the  fpace  from  Conftantine 
the  Great  to  the  deftruftion  of  antichrift,  I  come  now, 

5.  1  o  the  third  part,  viz.  that  which  begins  with  tiie 
Reformation,  and  reaches  to  the  prefent  time.  And 
here  1  would,  (1.)  Speak  of  the  Reformation  itfelf;  (2.) 
The  oppofition  that  the  devil  has  made  to  the  Reformed 
c.iuidi  ;  (3.)  What  fuccefs  the  gofpel  has  lately  had  in 

one  P^ace  a,1d  another  ;  (4)  The  prefent  Hate  of  tilings 
in  the  church  of  Chrift. 

'J-)  Here  the  fir  ft  thing  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  the 
txfj  o'/  mcitio/u  X  his  was  begun  about  220  years  ago  :  firft 
in  Saxony  in  Germany,  by  the  preaching  o (Martin  Luther, 
wno,  being  icmed  in  his  fpirit  to  fee  the  horrid  practices 

(  w)  Huss  lurned.l  A  very  remarkable  expreffion  is  attributed 
to  this  maityr  in  the  aiticle  ot  death.  Addreliing  himfelf  to  the  po- 
pifh  clergy  then  pi^fent,  he  faid,  Ye  fhali  anfvver  for  this  an 
hundred  years  hence  both  to  God  and  me.  And  fome  tell  us  that 
he  added,  “  You  roaft  the  Goo/e  now,  but  a  Swan  fhali  arife  whom 
you  fhali  not  be  able  to  burn  as  you  do  the  poor  weak  Goofe.’ * 
Now  Hufs  in  the  Bohemia  language  fignifies  a  Goofc ,  as  Luther 
does  a  Swan  ;  and  juft  an  hundred  years  after  Luther  riles  up,  and 
gives  them  a  deeper  wound  than  ever  they  had  yet  received  as  it 
were,  requiring  the  blood  of  Hufs  and  Jerom  of  them  ;  and  we 
know  that  the  Swan  could  never  be  taken,  but  dies  in  her  neft.” 

[Be  Ar  net’s  Mem.  p.  3S.J 
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of  the  popifh  clergy,  and  having  fet  himfeif  diligently  to  in¬ 
quire  after  truth,  by  the  ftudy  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and 
the  writings  of  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  church,  openly 
and  boldly  decried  the  corruptions  and  ufurpations  of  the 
Romifh  church  in  his  preaching  and  writings,  and  had 
loon  a  great  number  that  fell  in  with  his  doSlrines  ;  among 
whom  was  the  Eleflor  of  Saxony  his  fovereign  prince. 
This  greatly  alarmed  the  church  of  Rome  ;  which  did  as 
it  were  rally  all  its  forces  to  oppofe  him  and  his  doctrine, 
and  fierce  wars  and  perf editions  were  raifed  again!!  it: 
but  yet  it  went  on  by  the  labours  of  Luther,  and  Melanc- 
thon  in  Germany,  Zuinglius  in  Switzerland,  and  other 
eminent  divines,  who  were  contemporary  with  Luther, 
and  fell  in  with  him  ;  and  particularly  Calvin,  who  ap¬ 
peared  fomewhat  after  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation, 
but  was  one  of  the  mo  ft  eminent  Reformers. 

Many  of  the  princes  of  Germany  foon  fell  in  with  the 
reformed  religion,  as  did  feveral  other  Hates  and  kingdoms 


in  Europe,  as  England,  Scotland,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Norway,  great  part  of  France,  Poland,  Lithuania,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  and  the  Low  Countries.  So  that  it  is  thought, 
that  heretofore  about  half  Chriftendom  were  of  the  Pro- 
te ftan t  religion  ;  though,  iince  that  time  the  Papifls  per¬ 
haps  have  gained  ground  ;  fo  that  the  Proteftants  now- 
have  not  fo  great  a  proportion. 

I  bus  God  began  glorioufly  to  revive  his  church  and 
advance  the  kingdom  of  his  Son,  after  fuch  a  difmal  night 
as  had  been  from  the  rife  of  antichrift  to  that  time, 
'i  here  had  been  many  endeavours  ufed  before  by  the  wit- 
neffes  of  the  truth  for  a  reformation  before.  Rut  now, 
when  God’s  appointed  time  was  come,  his  work  was  be- 
§U11>  and  went  on  with  a  Iwift  and  wonderful  progrefs  j 
and  antichrift,  who  had  been  riling  higher  and  higher 
from  lus  very  firft  beginning  till  that  time,  was  fwiftly 
and  fuddenly  brought  down,  and  fell  half  way  towaids 
utter  ruin,  and  never  has  been  able  to  rife  again  to  his 
former  height.  A  late  expofitor,  Mr.  Lawman ,  (who  ex¬ 
plains  the  five  firft  vials  in  the  xvith.  chapter  of  the  Re¬ 
velation,  with  greater  probability  perhaps  than  any  who 


went 
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\\ci\i  bciore  him,)  under  (lands  the  fifth  vial,  which  was 
ponied  out  on  the  feat  ol  the  beafl,  of  what  came  to  pafs 
in  the  reformation  ;  as  he  had  done  the  four  preceding 
wals  of  certain  great  judgements  God  brought  on  the  po¬ 
plin  dominions  before  the  reformation.  It  is  laid,  [ver. 
*°-]  that  4  the  fifth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  on  the  feat 
of  the  beafl  ;  m  the  original,  it  is  .the  throne  of  the 
bead  ;  4  and  his  kingdom  was  full  of  darknefs,  and  they 

gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain,  and  hlafphemed  the  God 
v  of  heaven  becaufe  of  their  pains  and  their  fores,  and 
repented  not  of  their  deeds.5  He  poured  out  his  vial 
upon  tne  throne  of  the  bead,  i.  e.  on  the  authority  and 
dominion  of  the  pope  :  thus  the  word  throne  is  often  ufed 
In  icripture  ;  fo  (I.  Kings  i.  37.)  4  As  the  Lord  hath 
oeeii  with  my  lord  the  king,  even  fo  be  he  with  Solo- 
*  mon,  and  make  his  throne  greater  than  the  throne  of  my 
Lord  King  David  i.  e.  make  his  dominion  and  autho- 


X 


nty  greater,  and  his  kingdom  more  glorious. 

But  now,  in  the  reformation,  the  vials  of  God’s  wrath, 
were  poured  out  on  the  throne  of  the  head.  His  throne 
was  terribly  fhaken  and  diminifhed.  The  pope’s  autho¬ 
rity  and  dominion  were  greatly  diminifhed,  both  as  to  the 
extent  and  degree.  He  loll,  as  was  faid  before,  about 
hair  his  dominions.  And  fince  the  Reformation,  the 
Pope  has  loft  great  part  of  that  authority,  even  in  the 
Popifh  dominions,  which  he  had  before.  He  is  not  re¬ 
garded,  and  his  power  is  dreaded  in  no  meafure  as  it  was 
wont  to  be.  The  powers  of  Europe  have  learned  not  to 
put  their  necks  under  the  Pope’s  feet,  as  formerly  they 
were  wont  to  do.  So  that  he  is  as  a  lion  that  has  lod 
his  teeth,  in  companion  of  what  he  was  once.  And 
when  the  Pope  and  his  clergy,  enraged  to  fee  their  autho¬ 
rity  lo  diminifhed  at  the  Reformation,  laid  their  heads 
together,  and  joined  their  forces  to  deflroy  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  ;  their  policy,  which  was  wont  to  ferve  them  fo  well, 
failed,  and  they  found  their  kingdom  full  of  darknefs,  fo 
that  they  could  do  nothing,  any  more  than  the  Egyp- 
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tians,  who  rofe  not  from  their  feats  for  three  days.  The 
Reformed  church  was  defended  as  Lot  and  the  angels 
were. in  Sodom,  by  fmiting  their  enemies  with  blindnefs, 
that  they  could  not  find  the  door.  God  then  fulfilled 
that  word  [Job.  v.  1  1,  &c.]  4  To  fet  up  on  high  thofe 
4  that  be  low  ;  that  thofe  which  mourn  may  be  exalted  to 
4  fafety.  He  difappointeth  the  devices  of  the  crafty,  fo 
4  that  their  hands  cannot  perform  their  enterprife.  He 
4  taketh  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs  :  and  the  coun- 
4  cil  of  the  froward  is  carried  headlong.  They  meet 
4  with  darknefs  in  the  day  time,  and  grope  in  the  noon 
4  day  as  in  the  night.  But  he  faveth  the  poor  from  the 
4  fword,  from  their  mouth,  and  from  the  hand  of  the 
4  mighty.’ — Thefe  proud  enemies  of  God’s  people  being 
fo  difappointed,  and  finding  themfelves  fo  unable  to  up¬ 
hold  their  own  dominion  and  authority,  this  made  them 
as  it  were  to  gnaw  their  tongues  for  pain  and  rage. 

(2.)  I  proceed,  therefore,  to  fhow  what  oppojition  has 
been  made  to  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  in  the 
Reformation  by  Satan  and  his  adherents  ;  obferving,  a 
we  go  along,  how  far  they  have  been  baffled,  and  how 
far  they  have  been  fuccefsful. 

[1.]  The  firft  oppofition  that  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  is 
that  which  was  made  by  the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Rome 
uniting  together  in  a  general  council.  This  was  the  fa¬ 
mous  council  of  Trent,  which  the  pope  called  a  little  while 
after  the  Reformation.  In  that  council,  there  met  together 
fix  cardinals,  thirty-two  archbifhops,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  bifhops,  belides  innumerable  others  of  the 
Romilh  clergy.  This  council,  in  all  their  fittings,  in¬ 
cluding  the  times  of  intermiffion  between,  was  held  for 
eighteen  years  together.  Their  main  bufinefs  all  tills 
while  was  to  concert  meafures  for  eflablifhing  the  church 
of  Rome  againlb  the  Reformers,  and  for  deftroying  the 
Reformation.*  But  it  proved  that  they  were  not  able  to 
perform  their  enterprife.  The  Reformed  church,  not¬ 
withstanding  that  council,  flill  remains.  So  that  the  coun- 


*  See  Father  Paul’s  Hill,  of  this  Council, 
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cil  of  the  fro  ward  is  carried  headlong,  their  kingdom  is 
full  of  darknefs,  and  they  weary  themfelves  in  vain. 

Thus  the  church  of  Rome,  inftead  of  repenting  of 
their  deeds,  when  fucli  clear  light  was  held  forth  to  them 
by  Luther  and  other  Reformers,  does,  by  general  agree¬ 
ment  in  council,  perlift  in  their  vile  corruptions  and 
wickednefs,  and  obftinate  oppohtion  to  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift.  The  doftrines  and  practices  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  which  were  chiefly  condemned  by  the  Reformed, 
were  confirmed  by  the  decrees  of  this  council  ;  and  the 
corruptions,  in  many  refpects,  were  carried  higher  than 
ever  before;  and  they  uttered  blafphemous  reproaches  and 
curfes  againft  the  Reformed  religion,  and  all  the  Re¬ 
formed  church  was  excommunicated  and  anathematized 
by  them  ;  and  fo  according  to  the  prophecy,  6  they  blaf- 
‘  phemed  God.’  Thus  God  hardened  their  hearts,  in¬ 
tending  to  deftroy  them. 

[2.]  The  Papifts  have  often  endeavoured  to  over¬ 
throw  the  Reformation  by  fecret  plots  and  conf piracies.  So 
there  were  many  plots  againft  the  life  of  Luther.  The 
Papifcs  were  engaged  in  contriving  to  difpatch  him,  and 
to  put  him  out  of  the  way  ;  and  he,  as  he  wras  a  very 
bold  man,  often  very  much  expofed  himfelf  in  the  caufe 
of  Chrift ;  but  yet  they  were  wonderfully  prevented  from 
hurting  him,  and  he  at  lafl  died  in  his  bed  in  peace. 
And  fo  there  have  been  from  time  to  time  innumerable 
fchemes  fecretlv  laid  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Protcftant 
religion  ;  among  which,  that  which  feems  to  be  mo  ft  con- 
fiderable,  and  which  feemed  to  be  the  moft  likely  to 
have  taken  effeft,  was  that  in  the  time  of  King  James  II. 
of  England,  which  is  within  the  memory  of  many  of  us. 
There  was  at  that  time  a  ftrong  confpiracy  between  the 
King  of  England  and  Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  wTho  were 
both  Papifts,  to  extirpate  the  Northern  herely,  as  they 
called  the  Proteftant  religion,  not  only  out  of  England, 
but  out  of  all  Europe  ;  and  had  laid  their  fchemes  fo,  that 
they  feemed  to  be  almoft  fure  of  their  purpofe.*  They 

*  See  Rapin' s  HiiL  of  Eng.  V.  xv.  p.  162, 
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looked  upon  it,  that  if  the  Reformed  religion  were  fup- 
p  re  lied  in  the  Britifh  realms,  and  in  the  Netherlands, 
which  were  the  ftrongeft  part,  and  the  chief  defence  of  the 
Proteftant  interefl,  they  Ihould  have  eafy  work  with  the 
reft.  And  juft  as  their  matters  feemed  to  be  come  to  a 
head,  and  their  enterprife  ripe  for  execution,  God,  in  his 
providence,  luddenly  daihed  all  thefe  fchemes  in  pieces 
by  the  Revolution,  at  the  coming  in  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary  :  by  which  all  thefe  defigns  were  at  an  end  ; 
and  the  Proteftant  interefl:  was  more  ftrongly  eftablifhed, 
by  the  crown  of  England’s  being  eftablifhed  in  the  Protef¬ 
tant  houfe  of  Hanover,  and  a  Papift,  by  the  conftitution 
of  the  nation,  for  ever  rendered  incapable  of  wearing  the 
crown  of  England.  Thus  they  groped  in  darknefs  at 
noon  day  as  in  the  night,  and  their  hands  could  not 
perform  their  enterprife  ;  their  kingdom  was  full  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  they  gnawed  their  tongues  for  pain. 

After  this,  there  was  a  deep  defign  laid  to  bring  the 
fame  thing  to  pafs  in  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Anne's 
reign,  by  the  bringing  in  of  the  Popifh  pretender  ;  which 
was  no  lefs  fuddenly  and  totally  baffled  by  divine  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  as  the  plots  againft  the  Reformation,  by  bring¬ 
ing  in  the  pretender,  have  been  from  time  to  time.^’ 

[3.]  The  Reformation  has  often  been  oppofed  by  open 
wars  and  invafions.  So  in  the  beginning  of  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  the  emperor  of  Germany,  to  fupprefs  the  Re¬ 
formation,  declared  war  with  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  and 
the  principal  men  who  favoured  and  received  Luther’s 
do&rine.  But  they  could  not  obtain  their  end  ;  they 
could  not  fupprefs  the  Reformation,  For  the  fame  end, 
the  King  of  Spain  maintained  a  long  war  with  Hol¬ 
land  and  the  Low  Countries  in  the  century  before  laft. 
But  thofe  cruel  wars  ilfued  greatly  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  Romifh  church,  as  they  occafloned  the  fetting  up  of 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  Proteftant  ftates  in  Europe, 
which,  next  to  Great  Britian,  are  the  chief  barrier  of  the 
Proteftant  religion. f  And  the  defign  of  the  Spanifh  in-* 

Ben^et’s  Memorial  370,  &c. 
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vafion  of  England  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time,-  was  to  fup- 
prefs  and  root  out  the  Reformed  religion  ;  and  therefore 
they  brought  in  their  fleet  all  manner  of  inftruments  of 
cruelty  wherewith  to  torture  the  Proteftants  who  would 
not  renounce  their  religion.  But  their  defign  was  to¬ 
tally  baffled,  and  their  mighty  fleet  in  a  great  meafure 
ruined,  (x) 

[4.]  Satan  has  oppofed  the  Reformation  with  cruel 
perfections.  The  perfections  with  which  the  Protef¬ 
tants  in  one  kingdom  and  another  have  been  tormented 
by  the  church  of  Rome,  have  been  in  many  refpefls  be¬ 
yond  any  that  were  before.  So  that  antichrif!  has  proved 
the  greateft  and  moft  cruel  enemy  the  church  of  Chrift 
ever  had,  agreeable  to  the  defeription  given  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  [Rev.  xvii.  6.]  4  And  I  faw  the  woman  drunk- 
*  en  with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  with  the  blood  of  the 
martyrs  of  Jefus.’  And  [chap,  xviii.  24.]  4  And  in 
her  was  found  the  blood  of  prophets,  and  of  faints,  and 
of  all  them  that  were  flain  upon  the  earth.’ 

(x)  The  Spa?iijh  Armada.]  44  There  was  fo  much  cf  Provi¬ 
dence  (0111  enemies  themfelves  being  judges)  in  it  [the  defeat  of 
this  fleet]  that  the  Spanifh  admiral,  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia, 
blafphemoufly  fwore,  that  he  feared  Jefus  Chrift  was  turned  Ln- 
theran  ;  nay,  the  king  of  Spain  himfelf  hearing  of  this  flrange  de¬ 
feat  of  his  fleet,  faw  fo  evidently  the  finger  of  God  in  this  ciifap- 
pointment,  that  he  is  reported  to  have  laid,  He  did  not  fend  his 

fleet  to  fight  again!!  God,  but  again!!  men.”  {Bennett's  Mem. 
122.] 

Bon  Pedro,  one  of  the  Spanifli  captains  taken  by  Sir  F.  Diake, 
being  examined  before  the  lords  of  the  privy  council  what  was 
their  deflgn  of  invading  us,  replied  44  To  lubdue  the  nation  and 
root  it  out.”  And  what  meant  you,  faid  the  lords,  to  do  with  the 
Catholics  ?  44  To  fend  them,  good  men,  faid  he  diredtly  to  heaven, 
as  all  you  heretics  to  hell.”  For  what  end  were  your  whips  of 
cord  and  wire  ?  44  To  whip  you  heretics  to  death.”  What  would 
you  have  done  with  the  young  children  ?  44  They  above  leven 
years  old  fhould  havp  gone  the  way  their  fathers  went ;  the  rel! 
lhould  have  lived  in  perpetual  bondage,  branded  in  the  forehead 
with  the  letter  L  for  Lutherans.”  [Account  of  the  Span.  Inva¬ 
sion  publifhed  1739.] 

N.  B.  The  inftruments  of  torture  above  alluded  to,  as  thumb- 
ferews,  whips,  &c.  are  ftill  fliewn  among  other  curioftties  in  the 
Tower  of  London. 

The 


TO  THE  FALL  OF  ANTICHRIST.  4S3 

The  heathen  persecutions  had  been  very  dieadful ;  but 
now  perfecution  by  the  church  of  Rome  was  improved, 
and  Studied,  and  cultivated,  as  an  art  or  Science.  Such 
methods  of  tormenting  were  found  out  that  were  beyond 
the  invention  of  former  ages.  And,  that  peifecution 
might  be  managed  more  effectually,  theie  were  ceitain 
Societies  effablilhcd  in  various  parts  of  the  1  opifh  domi¬ 
nions,  whole  bull  lie  is  it  fhould  be  to  iludy,  improve,  and 
practife  perfection  in  its  higheft  perfection,  (y)  which 

(y)  Courts  of  Inquisition.]  Thefe  infernal  tribunals  were 
fir  ft  erected  in  the  twelfth  century  by  the  infamous  Father  Domi¬ 
nic,  under  the  patronage  of  Pope  Innocent  III.  in  order  more  com¬ 
pletely  to  extirpate  the  Waldenfes,  and  other  pretended  heietics. 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive,  that  if  God  had  delivered  the  world  en¬ 
tirely  into  the  devil’s  hands  (as  Satan  once  pretended)  that  his  in¬ 
genuity  and  malice  could  have  invented  any  thing  more  deteftable 
and  Shocking.  In  faeft,  there  is  Scarcely  a  method  that  could  delay 
or  pervert  juftice,  but  they  have  adopted  it  in  their  forms  ;  nor 
does  there  Seem  a  poffible  ‘  method  of  torture  but  they  have  in¬ 
vented  and  repeatedly  exercifed,  The  reader  whofe  nerves  can 
bear  Such  reiterated  Scenes  of  cruelty,  may  read  Baker  s  Hift.  of 
the  Inqnilition — the  Hiftory  of  the  Inquii.  at  Goa ,  written  by  a 
Paplft — -and  Similar  works :  but  to  Shew  how  far  it  is  poffible  for 
human  nature  to  go,  let  him  read  the  following  extract  from  a 
Sermon  preached  at  Evora ,  on  occafion  of  one  of  the  moll  horrid 
Scenes  the  fun  ever  beheld,  an  auto  dc  fe,  when  they  burn  or  rather 
roaft  heretics  (as  they  call  them)  alive,  from  a  principle  of  reli¬ 
gion.  “  Beloved  Portuguefe,”  Said  the  inhuman  wretch,  a  let  us 
-return  thanks  to  heaven,  for  his  great  goodnefs  in  giving  us  this 
holy  tribunal,  [the  Inquilition.]  Had  it  not  been  for  this  tribu¬ 
nal,  our  kingdom  would  have  become  a  tree  wdthout  flowers  or 
fruits,  lit  only  to  be  committed  to  the  flames.  What  progrefs  has 
herefy  made  for  want  of  an  inquilition  in  England ,  France,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  the  Netherlands !  It  is  evident,  had  it  not  been  for  fo 
great  a  bleffing,  onr  country  would  have  been  like  to  thofe  above 
mentioned.”  [Germans  de  Padro  Frey ,  Antonio  Continho ,  impreffo 
em  Lifboa,  anno  1638.]  If  it  be  poffible  to  add  any  thing  more 
Shocking  to  this  impious  harangue,  it  is,  that  one  of  our  own 
judges,  Sir  J.  Hovel,  recorder  of  London,  wifhed  for  the  like  in¬ 
stitution  here  in  England  :  46  Till  now,”  Said  he,  on  the  trial  of 
Penn  and  Mead,  two  Quakers,  “  I  never  underftood  the  prudence 
and  policy  of  the  Spaniards  in  Suffering  the  inquijition  among  them. 
And  certainly,  it  will  never  be  well  with  us  till  Something  like  the 
Spanifh  inquijition  be  in  England [Gen,  Didl,  Vol.  viii.  Art. 
?enn;W.]  ,  ' 

are 


— 
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ate  called  the  courts  of  inquifition.  A  perufal  of  the  Inf- 
tones  of  the  Romiih  perfecution,  and  their  courts  of  in¬ 
quifition,  will  give  that  idea  which  a  few  words  cannot 
exp  refs. 

When  the  Reformation  began,  the  bead  with  feven 
heads  and  ten  horns  began  to  rage  in  a  dreadful  manner. 
After  the  Reformation,  the  church  of  Rome  renewed  its 
perfecution  of  the  poor  Waldenfes,  and  great  multitudes 
©i  them  were  cruelly  tortured  and  put  to  death.  Soon 
alter  the  Reformation,  there  were  alfo  terrible  perfecti¬ 
ons  in  various  parts  of  Germany  :  and  efpecialiy  in  Bo¬ 
hemia,  which  laded  for  thirty  years  together  ;  in  which 
lo  much  blood  was  died  for  the  fake  of  religion,  that  a 
certain  writer  compares  it  to  the  plenty  of  waters  of  the 
great  rivers  of  Germany.  The  countries  of  Poland,  Li¬ 
thuania,  and  Hungary,  were  in  like  manner  deluged 
with  Protedant  blood,  fa) 

By  means  of  thefe  and  other  cruel  perfections,  the 
Protedant  religion  was  in  a  great  meafure  fuppreffed  in 
Bohemia,  and  the  Palatinate,  and  Hungary,  which  before 
were  Protedant  countries.  Thus  was  fulfilled  what  was 
foretold  of  the  little  horn,  [Dan.  vii.  20,  21.]  ‘  —  and  of 

*  the  ten  horns  that  were  in  his  head,  and  of  the  other 

*  which  came  up,  and  before  whom  three  fell,  even  of 

*  that  horn  that  had  eyes,  and  a  mouth  that  fpake  very 

*  great  things,  whole  look  was  more  dout  than  his  fellows, 

*  I  beheld,  and  the  fame  horn  made  war  with  the  faints, 

*  and  prevailed  againd  them.’  And  what  was  foretold  of 
the  bead  having  feven  heads  and  ten  horns,  [Rev,  xiii.  7.] 

*  And  it  was  given  unto  him  to  make  war  with  the  faints, 

(z)  Popery  more  cruel  than  paganifm.}  u  If  Rome  pagan 
hath  flain  her  thousands  of  innocent  Chrjdians,  Rome  Chrijlian 
hath  flain  her  ten  thoufands.  For,  not  to  mention  other  out¬ 
rageous  daughters  and  barbarities,  the  croifades  againd  the  Wal- 
efenfes  and  Albigenfes,  the  murders  committed  by  the  Duke  of 
Alva  in  the  Netherlands,  the  maffacres  in  Fiance  and  Ireland,  will 
probably  amount  to  above  ten  times  the  number  ot  all  the  Chrif* 
bans  flain  in  all  the  ten  perfecutions  of  the  Roman  emperors  put 
together.”  [Bp,  Newton  on  the  Proph,  Vol,  iii.  P.  28a.] 

■  & "  *1  ?  -  . 
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*  and  to  overcome  them  :  and  power  was  given  him  over 

*  all  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and  nations.’ 

Alfo  Holland  and  the  other  Low  Countries  were  for 
many  years  a  fcene  ol  nothing  but  the  molt  affedlmg  and 
amazing  cruelties,  being  deluged  with  the  blood  ol  Pro- 
teftants,  under  the  mercilefs  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  to 
whom  they  were  then  in  fubje&ion.  But  in  this  perfe¬ 
ction,  the  devil  in  a  great  meafure  failed  of  his  purpofe  ; 
as  it  ilfued  in  a  great  part  of  the  Netherlands  calling  off 
the  Spanifh  yoke,  and  fetting  up  a  wealthy  and  powerful 
Proteilant  ftate,  to  the  great  defence  of  the  Proteftant 
caufe  ever  lince. 

France  alfo  is  another  country,  which,  fince  the  Re^ 
formation,  in  fome  refpedls,  perhaps  more  than  any 
other,  has  been  a  fcene  of  dreadful  cruelties  Inhered  by 
the  Proteftants  there.  After  many  cruelties  had  been  ex- 
ercifed  towards  the  Proteftants  in  that  kingdom,  there  was 
begun  a  perfecution  of  them  in  the  year  1571,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  IX.  king  of  France.  It  began  with  a 
cruel  maftacre,  wherein  70,000  Proteftants  were  llain  in 
a  few  days  time,  as  the  king  boafted  :  and  in  all  this  per¬ 
fecution,  he  (lew,  as  is  fuppofed,  300,000  martyrs.  And 
it  is  reckoned,  that  about  this  time,  within  thirty  years 
there  were  martyred  in  this  kingdom,  for  the  Proteftant 
religion,  39  princes,  148  counts,  234  barons,  147,518 
gentlemen,  and  760,000  of  the  common  people,  (a) 

But  all  thefe  perfections  were,  for  exquifite  cruelty, 
far  exceeded  by  thofe  which  followed  in  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XIV.  which  indeed  are  fuppofed  to  exceed  all 

(a)  The  Parisian  maJJacreJ]  This  maftacre  was  aggravated 

with  leveral  circumftances  of  wantonnefs  and  treachery  ;  but  We 

hope  that  the  above  numbers  are  exaggerated.  Thuanus ,  their 

own  hi-ftorian,  reckons  30,000  lives  deftroyed  in  this  ftaughter  5 

but  proteftant  authors  feem  to  have  reafon  for  fuppoling  them 

not  lefs  than  100,000  in  the  whole.  But  the  moft  horrid  circum- 

* 

ftance  in  the  hiftory  is,  that  when  the  news  of  this  event  reached 
Rome,  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  inftituted  the  moft  folemn  rejoicings, 
giving  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  this  glorious  vidlory  !  !  !  An 
inftancs  that  has  ho  parallel,  even  in  hell,  [I.  N.] 

others 
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others  that  ever  have  been  ;  and  being  Jong  continued, 
by  reafon  of  the  long  reign  of  that  king,  aliuoll  wholly 
extirpated  the  Proteilant  religion  out  of  that  kingdom, 
where  had  been  before  a  multitude  of  famous  Proteilant 
churches  all  over  the  country,  (b)  Thus  it  was  given 
to  the  be  a  if  to  make  war  with  the  faints,  and  to  over¬ 
come  them. 

There 

(b)  The  Persecution  under  jLeivis  ATT  1  This  followed  the 
revocation  of  the  edieft  of  Nantes,  A.  D.  1685.  The  following 
extract  is  taken  from  a  French  work  of  reputation : 

64  The  troopers,  foldiers,  and  dragoons  went  into  the  Proteilant? 
lioufes,  where  they  marred  and  defaced  their  ho uihold- fluff,  broke 
their  looking-glaifes,  and  other  uteniils  and  ornaments  ;  let  their 
wine  run  about  their  cellars,  and  threw  about  their  corn,  and 
fpoiled  it.  And  as  to  thofe  things  which  they  could  not  deilroy  in 
this  manner,  inch  as  furniture  of  beds,  linen,  wearing-apparel, 
plate,  kc,  they  carried  them  to  the  market-place,  and  lold  them 
to  the  Jefuits,  and  other  Roman  catholics.  By  thefe  means  the 
Proteflants  in  Montaubon  alone  were,  in  four  or  five  days,  ilripped 
of  above  a  million  of  money.  But  this  was  not  the  word. 

j 

44  They  turned  the  dining-rooms  of  gentlemen  into  itables  for 
their  horfes.  And  treated  the  owners  of  the  houles  where  they 
quartered  with  the  highed  indignity  and  cruelty,  lafhing  them 
about  from  one  to  another,  day  and  night,  without  intermillion, 
not  fuffering  them  to  eat  or  drink  ;  and  when  they  began  to  link 
under  the  fatigue  and  pains  they  had  undergone,  they  laid  them 
on  a  bed,  and  when  they  thought  them  fomewhat  recovered,  made 
them  rife,  and  repeated  the  fame  tortures.  When  they  law  the. 
blood  and  fweat  run  down  their  faces  and  other  parts  of  their  bo¬ 
dies,  they  fluiced  them  with  water,  and  putting  over  their  heads 
kettle-drums,  turned  upfide  down,  they  made  a  continual  din  upon, 
them  till  thefe  unhappy  creatures  loll  their  lenles.  When  one 
party  of  thefe  tormenters  were  weary,  they  were  relieved  by  ano¬ 
ther,  who  prablifed  the  fame  cruelties  with  frefh  vigour. 

44  At  Negreplilfe,  a  town  near  Montaubon,  they  hung  up  Ifaac 
Favin,  a  proteilant  citizen  of  that  place,  by  his  arm-pits,  and 
tormented  him  a  whole  night  by  pinching  and  tearing  off  his  flelh 
with  pincers.  They  made  a  great  fire  round  a  boy  about  twelve 
years  old,  who,  with  hands  and  eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven,  cried  out, 

“  My  God,  help  me!”  And  when  they  found  the  youth  refolved 
to  die  rather  than  renounce  his  religion,  they  fnatched  him  from 
the  fire  juft  as  he  was  on  the  point  ol  being  burnt. 

44  In  feveral  places  the  foldiers  applied  red  hot  irons  to  the 
hands  and  feet  of  men,  and  the  breads  of  women.  At  Nantes  they 
hung  up  feveral  women  and  maids  by  their  feet,  and  others  by 
their  arm-pits,  and  thus  expofed  them  to  public  view  Hark  naked. 

They 
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There  was  alio  a  terrible  perfecution  in  England  in 
Queen  Mary’s  time,  wherein  great  numbers  in  all  parts 


of  the  kingdom  were  burnt  alive. ^  And  after  this, 
though  the  Proteftant  religion  has  been  for  the  in  ok  part 
eltablilhed  by  law  in  England,  yet  there  have  been  very 
l'evere  perfecutions  by  the  high-church  men,  who  fymbolize 
in  many  things  with  the  papifts.  Such  a  perfecution  was 
that  which  occalioned  our  forefathers  to  flee  from  their 
native  country,  and  to  come  and  fettle  in  this  land, 


They  bound  mothers  that  gave  fuck  to  poEs*  and  let  their  fucking 
infants  lie  languilhing  in  their  light  for  feveral  days  and  nights* 
crying,  mourning,  and  gafping  for  life.  Some  they  bound  before 
a  great  lire,  and  being  half  roafted,  let  them  go ;  a  punifhment 
vvorfe  than  death.  Amidft  a  thoufand  hideous  cries,  and  a  thou- 
fand  blalphemies,  they  hung  up  men  and  women  by  the  hair  ;  and 
lbme  by  their  feet,  on  hooks  in  chimnies,  and  fmoaked  them  with 
vvhilps  of  wet  hay  till  they  were  fuffocated.  They  tied  fome  un¬ 
der  the  arms  with  ropes  and  plunged  them  again  and  again  into 
wells  ;  they  bound  others  like  criminals,  put  them  to  the  torture, 
and  with  a  funnel  filled  them  with  wine,  till  the  fumes  of  it  took 
away  their  reafon,  when  they  made  them  fay  they  confented  to  be 
catholics.  They  flripped  them  naked,  and  after  athouland  indigni¬ 
ties,  lfuck  them  with  pins  and  needles  from  head  to  foot.  They  cut 
and  flaflied  them  with  knives  ;  and  fometimes  with  red  hot  pin¬ 
cers  took  hold  of  them  by  the  nofe,  and  other  parts  of  the  body, 
and  dragged  them  about  the  rooms  till  they  made  them  promife  to 
be  catholics,  or  till  the  cries  of  thele  miferable  wretches,  calling 
upon  God  for  help,  forced  them  to  let  them  go.  They  beat  them 
with  Eaves,  and  thus  bruiled,  and  with  broken  bones,  dragged 
them  to  church,  where  their  forced  prefence  was  taken  for  an 
abjuration.  In  fome  places  they  tied  fathers  and  hufbands  to  their 
bed-poEs,  and  before  their  eyes  ravifhed  their  wives  and  daugh¬ 
ters  with  impunity.  They  blew  up  men  and  women  with  bellows 
till  they  burE  them.  If  any  to  efcape  thefe  barbarities  endea¬ 
voured  to  Ewe  themfelves  by  flight,  they  purfued  them  into  the 
fields  and  woods,  wrhere  they  iliot  at  them  like  wild  beaEs,  and 
prohibited  them  from  departing  the  kingdom  (a  cruelty  never 
pradliled  by  Nero  or  Diocleflan)  upon  pain  of  confifcation  of  ef¬ 
fects,  the  gallies,  the  lafb,  and  perpetual  imprifonment ;  infomuch 
that  the  prilons  of  the  lea-port  towns  were  crammed  with  men, 
women,  and  children,  who  endeavoured  to  fave  themfelves  by 
flight  from  this  dreadful  perfecution.  With  thefe  fcenes  of  defo- 
lation  and  horror,  the  popilh  clergy  feaEed  their  eyes,  and  made 
only  a  matter  of  laughter  and  fport  of  them.  [Seckend  HiE. 
JLuth.  II.  p.  1 16.] 

*  See  Fox\  Martyrs,  Vol.  iii. 
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which  was  then  an  hideous  howling  wildernefs.  And 
thefe  perfections  were  continued  with  little  intermiffion 
till  King  William  came  to  the  throne,  (c) 

Scotland 

(c)  Persecutions  of  the  high-church  men.]  Luther  ufed  a 
vulgar  faying,  4  that  every  man  is  born  with  a  pope  in  his  belly 
meaning  that  a  fpirit  of  tyranny  is  natural  to  the  prefent  depraved 
flate  of  man.  Nor  will  the  mere  profelfion  of  any  religion,  how¬ 
ever  excellent  and  benign,  remedy  this  propenftty,  unlefs  men 
enter  into  the  fpirit  of  it.  We  need  not  wonder  therefore  at  ani- 
moiities  and  even  periecutions  among  nominal  profeflors,  who 
often  affume  Chriftianity  only  as  a  cloak  for  their  vicious  tempers 
and  condudf.  The  perfections  and  oppreffions  in  the  times  of 
the  Stuarts  feem  to  have  arifen  folely  from  a  lull  of  power  and 
impatience  of  contradiction.  Even  that  miftaken  zeal  for  God 
and  religion  which  fometimes  kindled  the  flames  of  perfection, 
ieems  to  have  had  but  little  fliare  in  cauling  thefe,  fince  the  bit- 
tereft  enemies  of  the  puritans  did  not  charge  them  with  elfential 
errors  of  either  faith  or  manners.  Abfolute  monarchy  and  arbi¬ 
trary  power  were  the  grand  objects  of  Laud  and  his  furious  aflo- 
ciates.  And  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  they  would  not  have  thought 
the  deftrudtion  of  half  their  mailer’s  fubjedts  too  dear  a  purchafe 
for  the  power  of  completely  tyrannizing  over  the  reft.  It  would 
be  foreign  to  the  deflgn  of  thele  notes  to  enter  into  the  particulars 
of  thefe  enormities ;  thofe  who  can  bear  fuch  relations,  may  find 
abundance  of  them  in  Baxter's  Hiftory  of  his  Life  and  Times, 
Neal's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  and  Palmer's  edition  of  the  Non- 
conformills  Memorial,  or  Memoirs  of  the  Nonconformill  Mi- 
nifters  ;  3000  of  whom  were  expelled,  on  the  fame  fatal  day  (St. 
•  Bartholomew’s)  on  which  the  Parifian  maflacre  began.  But,  un¬ 
happily,  perfecution  has  not  been  confined  to  fuch  men :  every 
fedt,  and  fome  of  the  bell  men  in  each  have  engaged  in  the  diabo¬ 
lical  "bufinefs.  We  have  already  obferved  inftances  of  this  in  the 
primitive  church,  [page  424,  Note  d]  and  the  fame  may  be  ob¬ 
ferved  early  in  the  reformation ;  with  wdiat  bitternefs  did  the 
Lutherans,  Zuinglians,  and  Calvinifts,  and  other  parties  of  the  re¬ 
formers,  abufe,  imprifon,  and  banifh  each  other,  is  too  wellattefted 
by  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians  of  the  16th  century.  Not  to  mention 
the  blood  of  fedtaries  unjuftly  Hied  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Not  only  did  the  epifcopalians  in  England  perfecute  the  diflenters ; 
but  in  Scotland,  and  during  the  commonwealth  in  England,  thele 
periecuted  the  epifcopalians.  And  what  is  perhaps  more  extraor¬ 
dinary,  even  in  New  England,  where  the  firft  colonifts  fled  from 
the  iron  hand  of  oppreflion  at  home,  they  perfecuted  the  quakers 
and  others  who  dilfented  from  their  ellablilliment.  How  then 
fhall  we  account  for  thefe  enormities,  but  upon  the  principle  vye 
firft  mentioned,  that  it  proceeds  from  the  general  depravity  of 

human 
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Scotland  has  alfo  been  the  fcene,  for  many  years  to¬ 
gether,  of  cruelties  and  blood  by  the  hands  of  high- 
churchmen,  fuch  as  came  very  little  fhort  of  the  popifh 
perfecution  in  Queen  Mary’s  days,  and  in  many  things 
much  exceeded  it,  which  continued  till  they  were  de¬ 
livered  by  King  William. 

Ireland  alfo  lias  been  as  it  were  overwhelmed  with 
proteftant  blood.  In  the  days  of  King  Charles  I.  of 
England,  above  100,000  Proteftants  were  cruelly  mur¬ 
dered  in  that  kingdom  in  a  few  days  ;  the  papifts,  by  a 
fecret  agreement,  riling  all  over  the  kingdom  at  an  ap¬ 
pointed  time,  intending  to  kill  every  Proteftant  in  the 
kingdom  at  once,  (d) 

Befides  thefe,  there  have  been  very  cruel  perfections 
in  Italy,  and  Spain,  and  other  places,  which  I  fliall  not 
ftand  to  relate,  (e) 

human  nature,  which,  though  in  a  degree  rectified  and  fubdued 
in  good  men,  is  not  eradicated,  but  often  difcovers  itfelf  in  the 
tempers  and  aftions  of  the  bell.  [G.  E.] 

(d)  The  majjacre  in  Ireland.]  It  appears  that  the  Irifh  pro¬ 

tellants  had  been  marked  out  for  deftrudlion  in  Queen  Mary’s 
reign,  but  Providence  delivered  them  in  the  following  remarkable 
manner :  Dr.  Cole  being  fent  with  a  commillion  for  that  purpofe, 
boalled  of  it  by  the  way,  and  a  Proteftant  at  Chefter,  where 
he  ftopt,  found  means  to  heal  it.  When  the  Dodtor  came  to  Ire¬ 
land,  and  was  about  to  produce  his  commiilion  to  the  proper  per- 
ions,  on  opening  the  box  which  had  contained  it,  to  his  great  mor¬ 
tification  he  only  found  a  pack  of  cards,  with  the  knave  of  clubs 
uppermoft  !  He  returned  to  obtain  a  new  commillion,  but  the 
queen  died  before  it  could  be  procured.  [N.  U.] 

(e)  Other  cruelties .]  Belide  the  proteftant  blood  Hied  in 
thefe  perfecutions,  popery  has  to  anfwer  for  the  lives  of  millions 
of  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  barbarians.  When  the  Moors  con¬ 
quered  Spain  in  the  eighth  century,  they  allowed  the  Chriftians 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion.  But  in  the  1 5th  century,  when 
the  tables  were  turned,  and  Ferdinand  fubdued  the  Morifcoes 
(the  defcendants  of  the  above  Moors)  many  hundred  thoufands  of 
them  were  forced  to  be  baptized,  or  burnt,  maflacred,  or  banillied, 
and  their  children  fold  for  Haves ;  befides  an  innumerable  multi¬ 
tude  of  Jews  who  lhared  the  fame  cruelties ;  chiefly  by  means  of 
the  infernal  inquifition.  [Geddes'* s  Mill*.  T rafts,  Vol.  i.  p.  1,  and 
fequek]  A  worfe  flaughter,  if  poffible,  was  made  among  the  na¬ 
tives  of  Spanifli  America,  where  1 $  millions  are  faid  to  have  been 
facrificed  to  the  genius  of  popery  in  the  courfe  of  about  40  years, 
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1  bus  did  cue  devil,  and  his  great  minifter  antichrift, 
rage  with  violence  and  cruelty  againft  the  church  of 
Ch rift  !  And  thus  did  the  whore  of  Babylon  make  herfelf 
diunk  witn  the  blood  of  the  faints  and  martyrs  of  Jefus  1 
and  thus,  by  thefe  perfecutions,  the  Proteftant  church  has 
been  much  diminifhed  !  Yet  with  all  have  they  not  been 
able  to  prevail  ;  but  {till  the  church  is  upheld,  and  Chrifl 
fulfils  his  promife  that  ‘  the  gates  of  hell  ihall  not  pre- 
4  vail  againft  it.’ 

[5.]  1  he  laft  kind  of  oppohtion  that  Satan  has  made 
to  the  Reformation  is  by  corrupt  opinions.  Satan  has 
oppoled  the  light  of  the  gofpel  which  fhone  forth  in  the 
Reformation  with  many  corrupt  opinions,  which  he  has 
propagated  in  the  world. 

And  here,  in  the  firft  place,  the  firft  oppofition  of  this 
kind  was  by  the  fe£l  of  the  Anabaptljis ,  which  began 
about  four  or  five  years  after  the  Reformation  itfelf  be¬ 
gan.  This  fed,  as  it  firft  appeared  in  Germany,  were 
vaftly  more  extravagant  than  the  prefent  anabaptifts  are 
in  England,  (f)  They  held  a  great  many  corrupt  opi¬ 
nions.  One  was,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  civil  authority, 
and  lo  that  it  was  lawful. to  rebel  againft  civil  authority. 
And  on  this  principle,  they  refufed  to  fubnftt  to  magif- 
trates,  or  any  human  laws  ;  and  gathered  together  in  vaft 
armies  to  defend  themfelves,  and  having  put  all  Germany 
into  an  uproar,  fo  kept  it  for  fome  time. 

The  next  oppofition  of  this  kind  to  the  Reformation 
was  that  which  was  made  by  enthujiajis .  (  g)  Thofe  are 

rightly 

[Bar.  de  las  Cafas9s  Narrative.]  Well  therefore  might  the  in- 
f  pi  red  apoffle  fay,  that  at  Myitic  Babylon’s  deftrudtion,  4  In  her 
4  was  found  the  blood  of  prophets  and  of  flints,  and  of  all  that 
i  were  llain  upon  the  earth.’  [Rev.  xviii.  24.]  [I.  N.] 

(f)  The  Anabaptists  in  England .]  It  is  but  juflice  to  obferve 

that  the  prefent  anabaptifts,  anti-pcedobaptifls  or  bap  tilts  (as  they 
are  now  called)  differ  in  nothing  from  other  diffenters,  but  in  the 
article  of  baptifm,  which  they  adminifter  by  immerlion  and  to 
adults  only.  But  the  anabaptifts  of  the  fixteenth  century  were 
what  our  author  reprefents  them.  [U.  S.J 

(g)  Enthusiasts  oppofed  the  Reformation .]  Of  thefe  fome  re¬ 
jected  all  outward  religion,  and  acknowledged  none  but  internal ; 

2.  fome 
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rightly  called  enthufiafts  who  falfely  pretend  to  be  infpired 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft  as  the  prophets  were.  Thefe  appeared 
in  Germany  about  Fen  years  alter  Luther  began  the  Re¬ 
formation  :  and  many  of  them  were  exceeding  wild  and 
extravagant.  1  he  followers  ol  thele  are  the  Quaker s  111 
England,  and  other  parts  of  the  Britifh  dominions. 

The  next  were  the  Socmians ,  who  li*id  their  beginning 
chiefly  in  Poland,  by  the  teaching  of  Radius  and  Fauftus 
Socinus.  They  held,  that  Chrift  was  a  mere  man,  and 
denied  his  fatisfaction,  and  many  of  the  fundamental  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  Their  herefy  has  fince 
been  greatlv  propagated  among  Proteftants  in  Poland, 
Germany,  Holland,  England,  and  other  places. 

After  thefe  arofe  the  Arminiam .  They  fir  ft  appeared 
in  Holland  about  130  years  ago.  They  are  lo  called 
from  a  Dutchman,  whofe  name  was  Jacob  Van  Harmin ,  in 
Latin,  Jacobus  Anninius.  This  Arminius  was  firft  a  mi- 
nifter  at  Amfterdam,  and  then  a  profelftor  of  divinity  in 
the  univerlity  of  Leyden.  Fie  had  many  followers  in 
Holland.  There  was  upon  this  a  fynod  of  all  the  Re¬ 
formed  churches  called  together,  who  met  at  Dort  in 
Holland.  The  fynod  of  Dort  condemned  them  ;  but 
yet  tSey  fpread  and  prevailed  (h).  They  began  to  pre- 


2.  fome  pretended  to  extraordinary  vifions  and  revelations;  and,  3* 
others  expected  the  corporeal  prefence  of  Chrift  to  fubdue  all 
other  governments.  The  feeds  were  too  nmnerous  to  be  too  par¬ 
ticularized  ;  and  too  contemptible  to  deferve  it :  but  moft  of 
them  have  dwindled  into  oblivion.  [G.  E.] 

(h)  The  Synod  of  Dort.]  This  famous  alfembly  met  1618. 
Betides  a  number  of  Dutch  divines,  and  feveral  from  other  protef- 
tant  countries,  England  lent  4,  viz.  Bps.  Carlton,  Hall,  and  Dave- 
nant,  and  Dr.  Ward  ;  and  Scotland  1,  Dr.  Balconquel.  And  for 
the  Arminians,  the  three  principal  were  Epifcopius,  Corvinus,  and 
Dwingion.  After  much  altercation,  (as  is  generally  the  cafe)  without 
any  approach  to  agreement,  the  alfembly  confirmed  the  famous  3 
points,  viz.  Election,  limited  Redemption,  Original  Sin,  invincibi¬ 
lity  of  Grace,  and  final  Perleverancc.  And  the  Arminian  remon- 
ftrants  being  the  weaker  party  were  depofed  from  their  miniitry. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  adding,  that  our  author’s  excellent  treati- 
fes  on  Free-will,  Original  Sin,  &c.  have  perhaps  done  more  than 
twenty  Synods  could  have  done  to  refute  thefe  errors.  [G.  E.] 
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vail  m  England  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  efpecially  in 
the  church  of  England.  The  church  of  England  divines 
before  that  time  were  almoft  univerfally  Calvinifts  ;  but 
fmce  then  Arminianifm  has  gradually  more  and  more 
prevailed,  both  in  the  eftablifhment  and  among  the  Dif- 

fenters,  and  has  fpread  greatly  in  New  England,  as  well 
as  Old. 

Since  this,  Arianifm  has  been  revived.  I  have  already 
obferved  Arianifm,  a  little  after  Conftantine’s  time,  al- 
moib  f\\  allowed  up  tne  Chrifiian  world,  like  a  flood  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  which  threatened  to  fwallow  up 
the  woman.  And  of  late  years,  this  herefy  alfo  has  been 
revived  in  England,  and  greatly  prevails  there,  both  in 
the  church  and  among  Diflenters. 

Another  thing  which  has  of  late  exceedingly  prevailed 
among  Proteftants,  and  efpecially  m  England,  is  Deifm. 
The  Deifls  wholly  call  off  the  Chrifiian  religion,  and  are 
profefled  infidels.  They  are  not  like  the  heretics,  Arians, 
Socmians,  and  others,  who  own  the  fcnptures  to  be  the 
word  of  God,  and  the  Chrifiian  religion  to  be  true,  but 
only  deny  certain  doctrines  of  it,  for  they  deny  the  whole 
Chrifiian  religion.  Indeed  they  own  the  being  of  God  , 
but  deny  that  Chrifi  was  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  fay  he  was 
an  impofior,  as  they  do  of  all  the  prophets  and  apofiles. 
They  deny  the  Bible,  all  revealed  religion,  and  believe  that 
God  has  given  mankind  no  other  light  to  walk  by  but 
their  own  reafon. — Thus  much  concerning  the  oppofi- 
tion  that  Satan  has  made  againfi  the  Reformation. 

(3*)  ^  Proceed  now  to  fhow  what  fuccefs  the  gofpel 
has  had  in  thefe  later  times  of  the  Reformed  church. 
This  fuccefs  may  be  reduced  to  three  heads  ;  [1.]  Refor¬ 
mation  in  do&rine  and  worfhip  in  countries  called  Chrif- 
tian  ;  [2.]  Propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  heathens; 
[3.]  Revival  of  religion  in  the  power  and  pra&ice  of  it. 

[1.]  As  to  the  firfi,  viz.  Reformation  in  doftrine,  the 
moft  conliderable  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  of  this  kind  lately, 
has  been  in  the  empire  of  Mufcovy ,  which  is  a  country 
of  vaft  extent.  The  Mufcovites,  as  many  of  them  as 
call  themfelves  Chriftians,  profefled  to  be  of  the  Greek 

church  ; 
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•Lurch  ;  but  were  barbaroufly  ignorant,  and  very  fuper- 
ilitious,  till  of  late  years.  Their  late  Emperor  Peter  the 
Great,  who  reigned  till  within  thefe  twenty  years,  fet 
himfelf  to  reform  the  people  ol  his  dominions,  and  took 
great  pains  to  bring  them  out  of  their  darknels,  and  to 
have  them  inflru£led  in  religion.  *1  o  that  end,  he  fet 
up  fchools  of  learning,  ordered  the  Bible  to  be  printed  in 
their  own  language,  and  made  a  law  that  every  family 
Ihould  keep  the  holy  fcriptures  in  their  houfes,  and  that 
no  perfon  fhould  be  allowed  to  marry  till  they  were  able 
to  read  them.  He  alfo  reformed  his  churches  of  many 
of  their  fuperflitions,  whereby  the  religion  profeffed  and 
praftifed  in  Mufcovy  became  much  nearer  to  that  of  the 
Protellants  than  formerly  it  ufed  to  be.  This  emperor 
gave  great  encouragement  to  the  exercife  of  the  Proteflant 
religion  in  his  dominions.  And  fince  that  Mufcovy  is 
become  a  land  of  light,  in  comparifon  of  what  it  was  be¬ 
fore  (1). 

[2.]  As  to  the  fecond  kind  of  fuccefs  which  the  gof- 
pel  has  lately  had,  viz.  its  propagation  among  the  hea¬ 
then,  I  would  take  notice  of  three  inftances. 

The  propagation  of  the  gofpel  among  the  heathen  here 
in  America.  This  continent  on  which  we  live,  which  is 
a  very  great  part  of  the  world,  and  together  with  its 
neighbouring  feas  adjoining,  takes  up  one  fide  of  the 
globe,  was  wholly  unknown  to  all  Chriftian  nations  till 
thefe  latter  times,  though  it  was  very  full  of  people :  and 
therefore  here  the  devil  had  the  inhabitants,  as  it  were, 
fecure  to  himfelf,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  light  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  and  fo  out  of  the  way  of  moleflation  in  his  dominion 
over  them.  And  here  the  many  nations  of  Indians  wor- 

(1)  Protestants  in  Russia.]  We  are  forry  to  be  informed 
by  a  gentleman  who  very  lately  viiited  Ruffia,  that  the  Protelfant 
intereil  there  is  exceedingly  low.  Even  at  Peterfburgh,  the  capital 
of  the  empire,  the  congregation  of  Britifli  Protellants  is  very  final! 
and  poor,  the  merchants,  to  their  fhame  be  it  fpoken,  thinking  it 
beneath  them  to  profefs  religion ;  the  communicants  at  this  place, 
(flrange  to  tell!)  were  only  three  befide  the  minifler. — The 
Greeks  are  alfo  very  fuperftitious,  though  perhaps  lefs  fo  than 
formerly.  '  “  [N.U.J. 

(hipped 
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fhipped  bain  as  God  from  from  age  to  age,  while  the 
gofpel  was  confined  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  globe.  U 
is  a  fuppofition  which,  if  I  remember  right,  I  have  fome 
where  met  with,  that  the  occafion  of  the  firfl  peopling 
America  was  this,  tnat  the  devil  being  alarmed  and  fur- 
prifed  by  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel  during  the 
:firfb  three  hundred  years  after  Chf iff,  and  by  the  downfall 
of  the  heathen  empire  in  the  time  of  Conftantine  ;  and 
fearing  that  his  kingdom  would  be  utterly  overthrown 
through  the  world,  led  away  a  people  from  the  other  con¬ 
tinent  into  America,  that  they  might  be  quite  out  of  the 
teach  of  the  gofpel,  that  here  he  might  quietly  poffefs 
them,  and  reign  over  them  as  their  god.  And  it  is  faid, 
that  fome  of  the  Indians,  when  the  Europeans  firfl  came 
into  America,  had  a  tradition  among  them,  that  their 
god  firfl  led  them  into  this  continent,  and  went  before 
them  in  an  ark.  (k) 

Whether  this  was  fo  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  the  de- 
-Vil  did  quietly  enjoy  his  dominion  over  the  poor  Indians 
for  many  ages.  But  in  later  times  God  has  fent  the  gof¬ 
pel  into  thefe  parts  of  the  world,  and  now  the  Chrillian 
church  is  fet  up  among  us  in  New  England,  and  in  other 
parts  of  America,  where  before  had  been  nothing  but  the 

grofief! 

(K)  The  peopling  of  America.]  The  above  notion,  to  which 
our  author  feems  pretty  much  inclined,  we  cannot  periuade  our- 
felves  to  admit  for  the  following  reafons  : 

1.  Becauie  it  appears  to  us  extremely  probable,  from  a  fimila- 
rity  of  manners  and  even  language,  not  to  mention  other  circum- 
ftances,  that  a  part  of  America  was  peopled  long  before  this  by 
fome  Phenicians  ;  and  not  totally  unknown  to  the  ancient  Greeks, 
[bee  Univ.  Elift.  'Vo!.  XX.  p.  158,  1  ^9.]  This  will  agree  perfectly 
with  the  tradition  mentioned  by  our  author,  fince  it  appears  that 
other  nations  had  an  imitation  of  the  facred  ark  of  the  Hebrews* 
[Tacitus  De  Mor.  Germ.  cap.  40.]  And  fuch  have  been  actually 
difeovered  in  South  America  and  fome  of  the  South  Sea  iflands.  Pi- 
cart’s  religious  Ceremonies,  &c.  Vol.  iii.  p.  146.  and  Hawkef 
worth’s  Voy.  Vol.  ii.  p.  252,  257.] 

2.  We  think  it  more  confident  and  to  the  divine  glory  to  refer 
this  event  to  the  providence  of  God  than  to  the  agency  of  the  de¬ 
vil.  It  was  unqueflionably  the  work  of  heaven  to  fcatter  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth  after  the  confufion  of  Babel,  in  order  to  the 

peopling 
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groffefl  heathenifh  darknefs.  Great  part  of  America  is 
now  full  of  Bibles,  and  has  at  leaft  the  form  of  the  wor- 
fhip  of  the  true  God  and  Jefus  Chrift,  where  the  name  of 
Chrift  before  had  not  been  heard  of  for  many  ages,  if  at 
all.  And  though  there  has  been  but  a  fmall  propagation 
of  the  gofpel  among  the  heathen  here,  in  companion  of 
what  is  to  be  wiflied  for  ;  yet  there  has  been  lometliing 
worthy  to  be  taken  notice  of.  There  was  fomethiilg  re¬ 
markable  in  the  firfl  times  of  New  England  ;  and  even 
of  late  in  this  and  feveral  other  parts  of  America,  many 
Indians  have  fhown.  an  inclination  to  be  inftrufted  in 
the  Chriflian  religion,  (l) 

And 

peopling  of  our  hemifphere,  and  it  is  inconceivable  why  the  peo¬ 
pling  of  the  other  flionld  be  referred  to  fo  oppolite  a  caufe.  It  is 
granted  however  that  America  might  owe  a  great  part  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants  to  thefe  countries  of  Afia,  as  Tartary,  Siberia,  and  Kam- 
fchatka,  which  approach  it  neareft,  and  as  fome  fuppofe,  may  pof- 
fibly  have  once  joined  the  oppofite  continent.  And  perhaps  fome 
might  emigrate  from  China,  and  even  Wales.  [See  Univ.  Hift. 
Vol.  xx.  p.  163,  174,  190.]  Whether,  however,  the  firfl  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  America  fled  thither  from  the  hand  of  tyranny — emigrated 
from  a  principle  of  commerce — or  were  driven  there  by  unruly  ele* 
ments,  there  feems  no  reafon  for  afcribing  an  event  of  fucli  impor¬ 
tance  to  diabolical  agency  or  contrivance.  [G.  E.] 

( L )  Gofpel  propagated  among  the  Indians  ^America.]  One 
of  the  moft  eminent  and  fuccefsful  miffionarits  among  thefe  was 
Mr.  David  Bralncrd ,  whole  life  Pref.  Edwards  publifhed.  In 
reading  the  account  of  Mr.  13.  and  other  miffionaries,  two  ideas 
flrike  11s  with  peculiar  force. 

1.  The  difficulty  of  their  work :  th.e  variety  of  the  Indian  langua¬ 
ges,  and  the  length  of  time  it  takes  to  acquire  a  tolerable  acquain¬ 
tance  with  any  of  them,  is  very  difcouraging.  It  is  alfo  frequently 
difficult  to  procure  an  audience,  and  then  every  thing  in  Chriftia- 
nity  appears  fo  perfectly  flrange  to  them,  and  the  evidences  of  it 
lav  fo  much  out  of  their  way,  that  few  give  any  credit  to  it.  Their 
grand  queftion,  what  i9  become  of  their  forefathers  ?  is  not  eafily 
anfwered  to  their  fatis faction.  4  They  were  good  men,  fay  they, 

4  and  we  will  follow  them  ;  we  doubt  not  but  they  were  happy 
4  without  this  new  religion,  why  then  fliould  we  embrace  it  ?’  But 
their  moft  important  objeflion  is  drawn  from  the  vicious  lives  of 
nominal  Chriftians.  44  Chriftian  religion !  Devil  religion !  (fay  they) 
Chriftian  much  drunk  ;  Chriftian  much  do  wrong,  much  beat",  much 
abuie  othei§,  — -»u  Truly  it  is  a  fad  fight,  lays  one,  to  behold  a 

‘3  Q  drunken 
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And  however  fmall  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  a- 
ir;  niong  the  heathen  in  America  has  hitherto  been,  vet  I 

think  we  may  well  look  upon  the  difcovery  of  fo  "great 
A  a  part  of  the  world,  and  bringing  the  gofpel  into  it,  as 

USUI  4  , 

one 


drunken  Chriftian,  and  a  fober  Indian — an  Indian  juft  in  his  deal¬ 
ings,  and  a  Chriftian  not  fo  ;  a  laborious  Indian,  and  an  idle  Chrif¬ 
tian,  &c.  O  what  a  fad  thing  it  is  for  Chriftians  to  come  fhort  of 
heathens  even  in  moralities !”  [Voyage  to  Eaft  India,  added  to 
the  Travels  of  Pietro  della  Valle,  printed  in  Eng.  1665.] 

2.  We  are  led  to  admire  the  beauty  and  fimplicity  with  which 
thefe  barbarians  when  converted  exprefs  themlelves,  and  to  adore 
the  power  of  divine  grace  in  their  converfion. 

“  After  public  worlhip  was  done,  numbers  came  to  my 
houfe,  lays  Mr.  Brainerd,  and  while  we  were  finging,  the  woman 
mentioned  Feb.  9.  I  may  venture  to  fay,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay 
fo  of  any  perfon  I  ever  law,  was  filled  with  joy  unfpeakable  and 
full  of  glory,  and  could  not  but  burft  forth  in  prayer  and  praife 
to  God,  crying,  fometimes  in  Englifh  and  fometimes  in  Indian — 
4  O  blefifed  Lord  !  do  come,  do  come !  O  do  take  me  away !  do 
s  let  me  die  and  go  to  Jefus  Chrift.  O  dear  Jefus  do  come  1  I 
g  can’t  ft  ay,  I  can’t  ftay  !  O  how  can  I  live  in  -this  world  !  do  take 
‘my  Soul  away  from  this  finfui  place  !’  with  much  more  to  the 
fame  purpofe.  In  this  ecftafy  Hie  continued  fome  time,  and  when 
jhe  had  a  little  recovered  herlelf,  I  alked  her,  if  Chrift  was  not  now 
fweet  to  her  foul  ?  Whereupon,  turning  to  me  with  tears  in  her 
eyes,  and  with  all  the  tokens  of  deep  humility,  fire  faid,  4  I  have 
*  many  times  heard  you  fpeak  of  the  goodnefs  and  fweetnefs  of 
4  Chrift,  but  I  knew  nothing  what  you  meant ;  I  never  believed 
4  you;  but  now  I  know  he  is  better  than  all  the  world.’  I  alked, 
and  do  you  fee  enough  in  Chrift  for  the  greateft  of  finners  ?  She 
replied,  4  O  enough,  enough  for  all  the  finners  in  the  world  if 
4  they  would  but  come.’  And  turning,  at  my  defire,  to  fome  poor 
Chriftlefs  fouls  who  flood  by  much  affecfted,  file  faid,  4  O  there’s 
4  enough  in  Chrift  for  you  all,  if  you  would  but  come.  O  ftrive, 
c  ftrive  to  give  up  your  hearts  to  him.’  Then  hearing  fome  what 
of  the  glory  of  heaven  mentioned,’  file  again  fell  into  an  ecftafy  of 
joy,  and  cried  out  as  before,  4  O  dear  Lord,  do  let  me  go  !  O 
4  what  IhalJ  I  do  ?  I  want  to  go  to  Chrift,’  &c.  In  this  fweet 
frame  file  continued  more  than  two  hours. 

44  When  I  have  fometimes  alked  her  why  file  appeared  fo  forrow- 
ful  ?  Was  fine  afraid  of  hell  ?  She  would  anfwer,  4  No,  I  ben’t  fo 
4  much  diftrelfed  about  that,  but  my  heart  is  fo  wicked  I  can’t  love 
4  Chrift,’  and  thereupon  burft  out  into  tears.  She  feemed  to  view 
divine  truths  as  living  realities,  and  could  fay,  4 1  know  thefe  things 
4  are  lo;  I  feel  them  to  be  true.’  Now  her  foul  was  religned  to 
the  divine  will.  Being  alked,  what  if  God  fiiould  take  vourhr.f- 
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one  thing  by  which  divine  Providence  is  preparing  the  way 
for  the  future  glorious  times  of  the  church  ;  when  Satan’s 
kingdom  fhall  be  overthrown,  not  only  throughout  the 
Roman  empire,  but  throughout  the  whole  habitable  globe, 
on  every  fide,  and  on  all  its  continents.  When  thofe 
times  come,  then  doubtlefs  the  gofpel,  which  is  already 
brought  over  into  America,  fhall  have  glorious  fuccefs, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  new  difcovered  world  fhall 
become  fubje&s  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  as  well  as  the 


band  from  you  (who  was  then  very  fick)  how  could  you  bear  that  ? 
She  replied,  4  He  belongs  to  God,  and  not  me,  he  may  do  with 
him  juft  what  he  pleafes.  Now  lhe  could  freely  trull  her  all  with 
God  for  time  and  eternity.’  Being  alked,  how  file  could  be  will¬ 
ing  to  die,  and  leave  her  little  infant,  what  did  file  think  would 
become  of  it  ?  She  anfwered,  4  God  will  take  care  of  it ;  it  be¬ 
longs  to  him ;  he  will  take  care  of  it.’ 

\B  rainerd\  Journal,  Mar.  1746.] 
Mr.  Brainerd’s  labours  in  America  were  crowned  with  much 
fuccefs,  and  to  fliow  that  God  ftill  carries  on  his  wrork,  and  at 
the  fame  time  give  a  fpecimen  of  the  beautiful  fimplicity  of  the  In¬ 
dian  ftile,  we  fubjoin  the  following  letter  from  certain  Indians  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  Caldwell,  fecretary  to  the  board  of  commiffioners 
at  New  Jerfey. 

Oneida ,  Dec .  10,  1770. 

Father, 


We  have  not  much  to  fay  ;  but  are  very  thankful  that  our  belt 
has  arrived  after  fo  long  a  time,  and  its  language  founds  agreeably 
in  our  ears,  which  at  the  fame  time  reaches  the  heart  with  peculiar 
joy  as  we  are  poor.  We  return  thanks  to  our  fathers  beyond  the 
Great  Waters,  for  the  confideration  they  made  us  of  /*.  10  fterling. 
We  thank  them  from  our  very  hearts,  and  alfo  blefs  God  who  put 
it  into  their  hearts  to  fliew  us  this  kindnefs.  The  holy  word  of 
Jefus  has  got  place  among  us,  and  advances  ;  many  have  lately 
forfaken  their  former  fins  to  appearance,  and  turned  to  God ; 
there  are  home  among  us  who  are  very  ftubborn  and  ftrong  ;  but 
Jelus  is  Almighty ,  and  his  wrord  is  very  ftrong  too ;  therefore  we 
hope  he  will  conquer  and  fucceed  more  and  more. 

We  fay  no  more,  only  afk  our  fathers  to  pray  for  Us.  Although 
they  are  at  a  great  diftance,  perhaps  by  and  by,  through  the 
strength  and  mercy  of  Jefus,  we  fhall  meet  in  his  kingdom  above* 
Farewell. 

Tagewarcn,  chief  of  the  bear  tribe. 

Suchnageat , - weft  tribe, 

Ojecketa ,  — — ...  turkle  tribe. 

[G.  E.] 

3  O  2  „  other 
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other  parts  of  the  earth  :  and  in  all  probability  Providence 
has  fo  ordered  it,  that  the  mariner’s  conipafe,  which  is 
an  invention  of  later  times,'*  (whereby  men  are  enabled 
to  fail  over  the  wideft  ocean,  when  before  they  durft  not 
venture  far  from  land)  fhould  prove  a  preparation  for 
what  God  intends  to  bring  to  pafs  in  the  glorious  times  of 
the  church,  viz.  the  fending  forth  the  gofpel  wherever 
any  of  the  children  of  men  dwell,  how  far  off  foever, 
and  however  feparated  by  wide  oceans  from  thofe  parts 
of  the  world  which  are  already  Chriftianized. 

There  has  of  late  years  been  alfo  a  very  conflderablc 
propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  the  dominions  of  Mufcovy. 
I  have  already  obferved  the  reformation  which  there  has 
lately  been  among  thofe  who  are  called  Chriftians  there ; 
but  I  now  fpeak  of  the  heathen.  Great  part  of  the  vafl 
dominions  of  the  Emperor  of  Mufcovy  are  grofsly  hea¬ 
then.  The  greater  part  of  GreatTartary,  a  heathen  country, 
has  in  later  times  been  brought  into  the  Muscovite  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  of  late  great  numbers  of  thofe  heathen  have 
embraced  the  Chriftian  religion. 

There  has  lately  been  likewife  a  very  conftderable-  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  Chriftian  religion  among  the  heathen  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  particularly  at  Malabar ,  many  have  been 
brought  over  to  the  Chriftian  and  Proteftant  religion, 
chiefly  by  the  labours  of  miflionaries  fent  thither,  by  the 
king  of  Denmark;  who  have  fet  up  fchools  among  them, 
and  a  printing  prefs  to  print  Bibles  and  other  books  for 
their  inftruftion,  in  their  own  language,  with  great  fuc- 
eels,  (m) 

[3-1  T1k 


*  About  A.  D.  1302.  Gen.  Hid. 

(m)  Succejs  of  the  gofpel  in  the  East  Indies.]  The  principal 
in  liniments  in  this  work  appear  to  have  been  Me  Ills.  Ziegenbalgk 
fcnd  Pluijcho ,  both  Genpan  proteflants  and  Danifli  rniifionaries, 
to  whom  others  were  afterwards  added.  The  iuccels  of  their  mi- 
niftry  appears  to  be  not  merely  civilization,  nor  a  profellion  of  the 
external  ceremonies  of  religion,  as  is  to  be  feared  is  generally  the 
cafe  with  the  boafted  converfions  ot  the  Jeluits  and  other  Popifh 
miilionaries ;  but  many  poor  Indians  were  favingty  brought  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  in  fpite  of  difficulties  which  an  European -can-  hardly 


conceive. 


One- 


I 


TO  THE  FALL  OF  ANTICHRIST.  469 

[3.]  The  laft  kind  of  fuccefs  which  there  has  lately 
been  ot  the  gol'pcl,  which  I  lhall  take  notice  ot,  is  thv 
revivals  of  the  power  and  prattice  ot  religion  which  have 
lately  been.  And  here  I  lhall  take  notice  of  but  two  in- 
fiances. 

Firft,  There  has  been  not  long  fince  a  remarkable  re¬ 
vival  of  the  power  and  practice  of  religion  in  Saxony  in 
Germany,  through  the  endeavours  of  Auguftus  Hermann  us 
Frank,  profeffor  of  divinity  at  Hall  in  Saxony,  who  being 
a  perfon  of  eminent  charity,  the  great  work  that  God 
wrought  by  him,  began  with  his  fetting  on  foot  a  charita¬ 
ble  defign.  It  began  only  with  his  placing  an  alms  box  at 
Ins  fludy  door,  into  which  fome  poor  mites  were  thrown, 
whereby  books  were  bought  for  the  inftruftion  of  the 
poor.  And  God  was  pleated  fo  wonderfully  to  fmile  on 
liis  defign,  and  fo  to  pour  out  a  fpirit  of  charity  on  people 
there  on  that  occafion,  that  with  their  charity  he  was 
enabled  in  a  little  time  to  ere&  public  fchools  for  the 
inflru&ion  of  poor  children,  and  an  orphan  lioufe  for  the 
fupply  and  inftruftion  of  the  poor  ;  fo  that  at  laft  near 
five  hundred  children  were  maintained  and  inftrufted  in 
learning  and  piety  by  the  charity  of  others;  and  the  num¬ 
ber  increafed  more  and  more  for  many  years,  and  till  the 
iaft  account  I  have  feen.  This  was  accompanied  with  a 
wonderful  reformation  and  revival  of  religion,  and  a  lpiri t 
of  piety,  in  the  city  and  univerfity  of  Hall  ;  and  thus  it 

One  of  the  miffionaries  letters,  dated  December  1 1,  1 7 1 3  ^  men¬ 
tions,  that  they  had  then  baptifed  and  joined  in  Chriftian  commu¬ 
nion  246  perfons  (of  bothfexes).  And  another  lerter  mentions 
the  whole  number  of  children  in  their  charity  fchool  to  be  78,  of 
which  56  were  lodged  in  the  houfe. — In  mandating  the  firft  princi¬ 
ples  of  Chriftianity  into  the  language  of  the  natives,  the  Malabrian 
fchooi-mafter  who  alfifted  was  particularly  dartled  at  the  boldnefs 
of  an  expreffion,  intimating  our  becoming  the  children  and  friends 
of  God ,  and  propofed  faying  in  dead  of  it,  that  God  might  allow 
US  to  kifs  vis  feet. 

[See  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  the  Eaft  bv  the  Danifii 
Miilionaries,  &c.  printed  at  London  1718.] 

[I.  N>] 


conti 
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continued.  Which  alfo  had  great  influence  in  many 
other  places  in  Germany,  (n) 

Another  thin g,  which  it  would  be  ungrateful  in  us  not 
to  take  notice  of,  is  that  remarkable  out-pouring  of  the 
Spun  Oi  God  which  has  been  of  late  in  this  part  of  New 
England,  of  which  we,  in  this  town,  have  had  fucii  a 
fhare.  But  it  is  needlefs  for  me  particularly  to  defcribe 
what  you  have  fo  lately  been  eye  witneffes  to,  and  I  hope 

f N )  Orphan  Ho nfe,  at  Glauca .]  In  the  year  1706,  the 

Hate  of  this  wonderful  undertaking  was  as  follows : 

1.  An  hofpital  (the  building  of  which  coft  20,000  rixdollars)  for 
the  maintenance  of  poor  orphans  of  both  fexes ;  with  an  apothe¬ 
cary’s  fliop,  printing  office,  bookfeller’s  fnop,  and  other  offices, 
with  proper  perfons  to  fuperintend  them. 

2.  Ten  fchools  for  boys  and  girls  in  different  daffies. 

3.  A  provifion  for  widows,  poor  ftudents,  llrangers,  and  other 
neceffitous  perfons. 

4.  A  college  of  divinity. 

A  collegiate  fchooi  for  the  education  of  young  gentlemen  at 
the  expence  of  their  parents. 

This  work  was  begun  and  carried  on  by  a  fucceffion  of  provi¬ 
dences,  the  moft  lingular  that  modern  times  have  feen ;  all  the  fup- 
plies  for  a  longtime  being  communicated  in  a  manner  little  ffiiort 
of  miraculous.  One  may  give  an  idea  of  the  reft  : 

“  Another  time,  fays  Profeffor  Frank,  I  ftood  in  need  of  a  great 
fum  of  money,  infomuch  that  an  hundred  crowns  would  not  have 
ferved  my  turn,  and  yet  I  faw  not  the  leaft  appearance  how  I  might 
be  fupplied  with  an  hundred  groats.  The  fteward  came  and  fet 
forth  the  want  we  were  in.  I  bid  him  to  come  again  after  dinner, 
and  I  refolved  to  put  up  my  prayers  to  the  Lord  for  his  aftiftance. 
When  he  came  again  after  dinner,  1  was  ftill  in  the  fame  want,  and 
fo  appointed  him  again  to  come  in  the  evening.  In  the  mean  time 
a  friend  of  mine  came  to  fee  me,  and  with  him  I  joined  in  prayers, 
and  found  myfelf  much  moved  to  praife  and  magnify  the  Lord  for 
all  his  admirable  dealings  towards  mankind,  even  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  world,  and  the  moft  remarkable  inftances  came  readily 
to  my  remembrance  whilft  I  was  praying,  I  was  fo  elevated  in 
prailing  and  magnifying  God,  that  I  infilled  only  on  that  exercife 
of  my  prefent  devotion,  and  found  no  inclination  to  put  up  many 
anxious  petitions  to  be  delivered  out  of  the  prefent  neceffity.  At 
length  my  friend  taking  his  leave,  I  accompanied  him  to  the  door, 
where  I  found  the  fteward  waiting  on  one  fide  for  the  money  he 
wanted,  and  on  the  other  a  perfon  who  brought  an  hundred  and 
fifty  crowns  for  thefnpport  of  the  hofpital.” 

\F ic t as  Halle njis,  or  an  Abftradt  of  Divine  Prov.  &c.  p.  15 — 17.] 

multi- 
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multitudes  of  you  fenfible  of  the  benefit  of.  (oj — Thus  I 
have  mentioned  the  more  remarkable  inftances  of  the  fuo 
cefs  which  the  gofpel  has  lately  had  in  the  world. 

(4-)  I 

(o)  Remarkable  conversions  in  New  England.]  We  have 
already  mentioned  in  the  lift  of  our  author’s  works,  (p.  33.)  a 
narrative  of  this  extraordinary  event,  from  which  we  fliall  give  a 
fliort  extra#,  for  the  gratification  of  fuch  of  our  readers  as  have 
never  feen  that  tra#. 

“  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1733,  the  young  people  of  Nor¬ 
thampton  in  New  England  fheweda  peculiar  readinefs  of  receiving 
iuftrudtion;  foon  after  this,  a  number  of  perfons  appeared  to  be 
converted  at  a  fmall  village  about  three  miles  from  the  town  :  in 
the  following  year  fome  remarkable  deaths  awakened  the  attention 
of  many  to  religious  concerns.  About  the  clofe  of  this  year  feverai 
perfons  were  fuddenly,  and  it  appears,  truly  converted,  particu¬ 
larly  a  young  woman  who  had  been  remarkably  gay  ;  the  news  of 
which  flew  like  lightning,  and  produced  a  general  and  almoft  in- 
flantaneous  alarm.  There  was  fcarcely,  fays  Mr.  Edwards^  a 
fingle  perfon  in  the  town,  either  old  or  young,  that  was  left  un¬ 
concerned  about  the  great  things  of  the  eternal  world . From 

day  to  day,  for  many  months  together,  might  be  feen  evident  in¬ 
stances  of  iinners  brought  out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous  light* 
This  foon  made  a  glorious  alteration  in  the  town  ;  fo  that  in  the 
fpring  and  fummer  following,  1735,  the  town  feemed  to  be  full  of 
the  prefence  of  God.  It  was  a  time  of  joy  in  families  on  account 
of  lalvation’s  being  brought  unto  them ;  parents  rejoicing  over 
their  children  as  new-born,  and  hufbands  over  their  wives,  and 
wives  over  their  hufbands.  The  goings  of  God  were  then  feen  in 
his  fandtuary,  God’s  day  was  a  delight,  and  his  tabernacles  were 
amiable.  Our  public  afiemblies  were  then  beautiful  ;  the  con¬ 
gregation  was  alive  in  God’s  fervice,  every  one  earneftly  intent  on 
the  public  worfhip,  every  hearer  eager  to  drink  in  the  words  of 
the  mini  tier  as  they  came  from  his  mouth  ;  the  afiembly  in  general 
were,  from  time  to  time,  in  tears  while  the  word  was  preached  ; 
fome  weeping  with  borrow  and  diftrefs,  others  with  joy  and  love, 
others  with  pity  and  concern  for  the  fouls  of  their  neighbours.  In 
all  companies,  on  whatever  occafion  perfons  met  together,  Chrift 
was  to  be  heard  of,  and  feen  in  the  midft  of  them  ;  even  at  wed¬ 
dings,  which  formerly  were  merely  occalions  of  mirth  and  jollity, 
there  was  now  no  difeourfe  of  any  thing  but  the  things  of  religion, 
and  no  appearance  of  any,  but  fpiritual  mirth. 

ci  Thofe  amongft  us  that  had  been  formerly  converted,  were  great¬ 
ly  enlivened  and  renewed  with  frefh  and  extraordinary  incomes  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  ....  Many  that  before  had  laboured  under  diffi¬ 
culties  about  then  own  llate,  had  now  their  doubts  removed'  by 
more  fatisfying  experience,  and  more  clear  dilcoveries  of  God’s 
Jove.  And  there  were  many  inftances  of  perfons  that  came  from 
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(4*)  I  proceed  now  to  the  laft  thing  propofed  relating 
to  the  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  redemption  during  this  fpace, 
viz.  what  the  Rate  of  things  is  now  in  the  world  with  re¬ 
gard 


abroad,  on  vifits,  or  on  bufinefs,  that  had  not  been  long  here  be¬ 
fore,  to  all  appearance  they  were  favingly  wrought  upon,  and 
partook  of  that  fliower  of  divine  bleffing  that  God  rained  down 
here,  and  went  home  rejoicing  ;  till  at  length  the  fame  work  be¬ 
gan  evidently  to  appear  and  prevail  in  feveral  other  towns  in  the 
county.” 

Mr.  Edwards  particularly  inftances  South  Hadley,  Sufficld, 
Deerfield,  Hatfield,  Weft  Springfield,  Long  Meadow,  Enfield, 
Weftfield,  Hadley  Old  Town,  Northfield,  Windfor,  Coventry, 
Lebanon,  Durham,  Stratford,  Ripton,  Guildford,  Mansfield, 
Hebron,  Bolton,  Prefton,  and  even  in  fome  parts  of  the  Jerfeys  ; 
fome  of  the  miniilers  who  were  peculiarly  bleffed  in  the  above 
places  were,  befides  our  author,  Meffrs.  Bull,  Marfli,  Meachum, 
Wheelock,  Chancey,  Gould,  Noyes,  Williams,  Lord,  Owen, 
W.  and  G.  Tennant,  Crofs,  Freelinghanfa,  &c. 

44  I  am  far  from  pretending  (continues  our  author)  to  be  able 
to  determine  how  many  have  lately  been  the  fubjedts  of  fuch 
mercy  ;  but  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  declare  any  thing  that  appear^ 
to  me  probable  in  a  thing  of  this  nature,  I  hope  that  more  than 
300  fouls  were  favingly  brought  home  to  Chriil,  in  this  town,  in 
the  fpace  of  half  a  year,  (how  many  more  I  don’t  guefs)  and  about 
the  fame  number  of  males  as  females ....  And  I  hope  that  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  perfons  in  this  town,  above  16  years  of  age,  are 
fuch  as  have  the  faving  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chriil ;  and  fo  by  what 
I  have  heard,  I  fuppofe  it  is  in  fome  other  places,  particularly  at 
Sunderland  and  South  Hadley.  ...  I  fuppofe  there  were  upwards 
of  fifty  perfons  in  this  town  above  40  years  of  age ;  and  more 
than  twenty  of  them  above  30,  and  about  10  of  them  above  60, 
anti  two  of  them  above  70  years  of  age.  ...  I  fuppofe,  near  thirty 
were  to  appearance  fo  wrought  upon  between  10  and  14  years  of 
age,  and  two  between  9  and  10,  aud  one  of  about  4  years  of  age. 

44  The  work  of  God’s  fpirit  feemccl  to  be  at  its  greateil  height  in 
this  town,  in  the  former  part  of  the  fpring  ;  at  which  time  God’s 
work  in  the  converfion  of  fouls  was  carried  on  among!!  us  in  fo 
wonderful  a  manner,  that  fo  far  as  I,  by  looking  back,  can  judge 
from  the  particular  acquaintance  I  have  had  with  fouls  in  this  work, 
it  appears  to  me  probable,  to  have  been  at  the  rate,  at  leal!,  of 
four  perfons  in  a  day,  or  near  thirty  in  a  week,  take  one  with  ano¬ 
ther,  for  five  or  fix  weeks  together  :  when  God  info  remarkable  a 
manner  took  the  work  into  his  own  hands,  there  was  as  much  done 
in  a  day  or  two,  as  at  ordinary  times,  with  all  endeavours  that  men 
can  ufe,  and  with  fuch  a  Welling  as  we  commonly  have,  is  done  if* 
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gard  to  the  church  of  Chrifl,  and  the  fuccefs  of  Chrifl ’s 
purchafe.  And  this  I  would  do,  by  fhowing  how  things 
now  are,  compared  with  the  firfl  times  of  the  Reformation. 
And,  1.  wherein  the  Rate  of  things  is  changed  tor  the 
worfe  ;  and,  2.  How  it  is  altered  for  the  better. 

[1.]  I  would  fhow  wherein  the  Rate  of  things  is  alter¬ 
ed  from  what  it  was  i  1  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation, 
for  the  worfe  ,  and  it  is  fo  efpecially  in  thefe  three  re- 
fpedls. 

Firfl,  The  Reformed  church  is  much  diminithed.  The 
Reformation  formerly,  as  was  obferved  before,  was  fup- 
poled  to  take  place  through  one  half  of  Chriflendom,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  Greek  church  ;  but  now  the  Proteflant  church 
is  much  diminifhed.  Heretofore  there  have  been  many 
famous  Proteflant  churches  in  different  parts  of  France 
who  ufed  to  meet  together  in  fynods,  and  maintain  a  regular 
dilcipline  ;  and  great  part  of  that  kingdom  were  Proteflants  ; 
the  Proteflant  church  of  France  wTas  a  great  part  of  the  glory 
of  the  Reformation.  But  now  it  is  far  otherwife  :  this 
church  is  all  broken  to  pieces  and  fcattered.  The  Pro¬ 
teflant  religion  is  almofl  wholly  rooted  out  of  that  king¬ 
dom  by  the  cruel  perfecutions  which  have  been  there, 
and  there  are  now  but  very  few  Proteflant  affemblies  in  all 
that  kingdom. — The  Proteflant  interefl  is  alfo  greatly  di¬ 
minifhed  in  Germany.  There  were  feveral  fovereigix 

While  we  are  confidering  the  wonderful  works  of  God  in  Ame« 
rica,  we  cannot  perfuade  ourfelves  to  omit  the  remarkable  fuccefs 
which  attended  the  miniflry  of  the  excellent  Mr.  Whitefield  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  America,  in  the  years  1738,  1740,  and  1770,  where 
incredible  numbers  attended  his  miniflry,  and  much  good  was 
done  ;  it  may  be  needlefs  to  mention,  that  in  Georgia  he  founded 
an  orphan  houfe  on  a  plan  liraiiar  to  that  of  Profeffor  Franck, 
above  mentioned. 

Prolix  as  this  note  may  appear,  we  cannot  deny  ourfelves  the 
pleafure  of  adding,  that  in  the  year  1764  the  gofpel  was  remark'* 
ably  lucceeded  in  Long  Ifland.  At  Eafl  Hampton  only,  where  a 
Mr.  Bull  was  minifler,  nearly  200  appeared  to  be  truly  converted, 
with  circumflances  nearly  fimilar  to  the  great  work  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Edwards.  At  Huntingdon,  Smith  Town,  Bridge  Hampton, 
and  Southhold  alfo,  the  like  work  was  carried  on,  *to  the  glory 
of  divine  grace,  and  falvation  of  multitudes, 

*  [I.  N.] 
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princes  formerly  who  were  Proteftants,  whole  fucceflbrs 
are  now  Papifts  ;  as,  particularly,  the  Eledor  Palatine, 
and  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony.  The  kingdom  of  Bohemia 
was  formerly  a  Proteftant  kingdom,  but  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Papifls:  Hungary  was  alfo  formerly  a  Pro- 
teftant  country ,  but  the  Proteftants  there  have  been  great- 
i\  reduced,  in  a  great  mealure  lubdued,  by  the  perfecutions 
there.  And  the  Proteftant  intereft  has  no  way  remarka¬ 
bly  gained  ground  of  late  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

Another  thing  wherein  the  ftate  of  things  is  altered  for 
the  worfe  from  what  was  in  the  former  times  of  the  Re- 
formation,  is  the  prevailing  of  licentioufnefs  in  principles 
and  opinions.  T  here  is  not  now  that  fpirit  of  ortho¬ 
doxy  which  there  was  then  :  there  is  very  little  appearance 
of  zeal  for  the  myfterious  and  fpiritual .  dodtrines  of  Chrif- 
Inanity;  and  they  never  were  fo  ridiculed,  and  had  in  con¬ 
tempt,  as  they  are  in  the  prefent  age  ;  and  efpecially  in 
England,  the  principal  kingdom  of  the  Reformation.  In 
this  kingdom,  thofe  principles,  on  which  the  power  of 
godlinefs  depends,  are  in  a  great  meafure  exploded,  and 
Arianifm,  Socinianifm,  Arminianifm,  and  Deifm ,  prevail, 
and  carry  almoft  all  before  them,  (p)  And  particularly 
liiftory  gives  no  account  of  any  age  wherein  there  was  fo 

(p)  Deism prevails.]  This  note  will  prefent  the  reader  with 
the  dying  words  of  two  of  the  molt  celebrated  infidels  the  age  has 
produced.  RouJJeau ,  in  the  article  of  death,  faid  to  his  wife,  4  Ah  ! 
my  dear,  how  happy  a  thing  is  it  to  die,  when  one  has  no  reafon 
for  rernorfe  or  felf-reproach. — Eternal  Being!  the  foul  that  I  am 
now  going  to  give  thee  back,  is  as  pure,  at  this  moment,  as  it  was 
when  it  proceeded  from  thee  : — render  it  partaker  of  thy  felicity!’ 
After  a  few  more  fentences  he  dropt  gently  on  the  floor,  fighed 
and  expired. 

[See  Pallifot's  Eulogium.  Mon.  Rev.  Feb.  1779.] 

The  other  inftance  is  the  celebrated  Voltaire,  who  when  he 
drew  near  his  end,  in  order  to  die  in  peace,  and  have  Chriftiau 
burial,  pretended  to  turn  catholic  ;  the  curate  of  St.  Sulpice  hav¬ 
ing,  with  fome  difficulty,  gained  admittance  to  his  chamber,  alks 
him  in  a  Hammering  voice, — 4  Sir,  do  you  acknowledge  the  divi¬ 
nity  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  — Voltaire  exclaimed,  extending  his  arms — 
i  In  the  name  or  God,  Sir,  do  not  mention  that  man’s  name  to 
une  !  — Thefe  were  his  la  ft  words. 

[See  Voltaire's  Life,  Mon.  Rev.  Feb.  1788.] 
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great  an  apodafy  of  thofe  who  had  been  brought  up  under 
the  light  of  the  gofpel,  to  infidelity  ;  never  was  there  fuch  a 
rejection  of  all  revealed  religion  :  never  was  any  age  where¬ 
in  was  fo  much  fcoffing  at  and  ridiculing  the  gofpel  of 
Chrid,  by  thofe  who  have  been  brought  up  under  gofpel- 
light,  as  at  this  day. 

Another  thing  wherein  things  are  altered  for  the  worfe, 
is,  that  there  is  much  lefs  of  the  prevalency  of  the  power 
of  godlinefs,  than  there  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  Re¬ 
formation.  A  glorious  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
accompanied  the  fil'd  reformation,  not  only  to  convert 
multitudes  in  fo  fhort  a  time  from  popery  to  the  true  re¬ 
ligion,  but  to  turn  many  to  God  and  true  godlinefs.  Re¬ 
ligion  glorioufly  flourifhed  in  one  country  and  another, 
as  mod  remarkably  appeared  in  thofe  times  pf  terrible 
perfecution,  which  have  already  been  fpoken  of.  But 
now  there  is  an  exceeding  great  decay  of  vital  piety  ;  yea, 
it  feems  to  be  defpifed,  called  enthufiafm,  whimfy,  and 
fanaticifm.  Thofe  who  are  truly  religious,  are  com¬ 
monly  looked  upon  to  be  crack-brained,  and  befide  their 
right  mind  ;  and  vice  and  profanenefs  dreadfully  prevail, 
like  a  flood  which  threatens  to  bear  down  all  before  it. 

But  I  proceed  to  fhow,  [2.]  in  what  refpeft  things 
are  altered  for  the  better ;  fird,  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  Pope  is  much  diminifhed.  Although,  fince  the 
former  times  of  the  Reformation,  he  has  gained  ground  in 
extent  of  dominion  ;  yet  he  has  lod  in  degree  of  influ¬ 
ence.  The  vial  which  in  the  beginningof  the  Reforma¬ 
tion  was  poured  out  on  the  throne  of  the  bead,  to  the 
great  diminifhing  of  his  power  and  authority  in  the  world 
has  continued  running  ever  fince.  The  pope,  foon  after 
the  Reformation,  became  lefs  regarded  by  the  princes  of 
Europe  than  he  had  been  before.  Many  of  the  popifh 
princes  themfelves  feem  to  regard  him  very  little  more 
than  they  think  will  ferve  their  own  defigns  ;  of  which 
there  have  been  feveral  remarkable  proofs  and  indances  of 
late.  (qJ  There 

(O  The  present  fate  of  popery*  ]  On  this  fubjedt  we  take  the 
liberty  to  add— 1.  That  the  temporal  power  of  the  pope  feems 
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There  is  far  le Is  persecution  now  than  there  was  in  the 
firfl  times  of  the  Reformation.  You  have  heard  already 
how  dreadfully  perfection  raged  in  the  former  times  of 
the  Reformation  ;  and  there  is  fomething  of  it  ft  ill. 
Some  parts  of  the  proteflant  church  are  at  this  day  under 

nearly  at  an  end  :  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  King  of  France,  and 
other  catholic  princes,  while  they  pay  a  ceremonial  refpeCt  to  the 
perfon  of  his  Holinefs,  take  every  opportunity  to  weaken  his  au¬ 
thority.  44  The  infallibility  of  the  pope,  lays  Voltaire,  is  a  chi- 
meia  not  believed  even  at  Rome,  and  yet  maintained ;  and  the  pope 
a  facie  cl  perlon  whole  feet  are  to  be  kilfed,  and  his  hands  bound. ” 

2.  Yet  the  Spiritual  authority  of  the  pope  is  Hill  regarded,  at 
leaft  by  the  vulgar.  ^  A  popilh  traCt,  publifhed  within  thele  few 
vcais,  Hates  the  principles  of  popery  thus,  44  All  and  every  catho¬ 
lic,  throughout  the  whole  world,  does  believe  as  the  council  of 
Tient  has  decreed,  whether  they  know  the  wrords  of  the  decree  or 
not  ;  becaufe  all  catholics  have  an  implicit  faith  in  the  church,  that 
Is,  they  all  believe  as  the  church  believes,  whether  they  examine 
into  the  matter  itfelf  or  not,  and  that  purely  on  her  unerring  au¬ 
thor  lty  y  an  explicit  faith  being  not  required  ;  for  if  an  explicit 
faith  was  required,  there  is  few  would  be  catholics,  becaufe  there 
is  not  perhaps  one  prieH  in  twenty  that  can  give  a  plain  and  pofi- 
tiye  account  of  all  the  articles  of  faith  which  the  church  has  or¬ 
dained.”- — [Old  Fafliioned  Farmer’s  Reafons  for  Turning  Catho¬ 
lic.  &c. 

In  France  indeed,  and  fome  other  countries,  the  principles  of 
popery  are  fomewhat  refined  ;  many  of  its  fuperflitions  dropped, 
and  monaHeries  grow  into  general  difrepute  :  but  in  Portugal  the 
fame  religious  farces  are  a£ted  in  Paflion  Week  as  formerly,  and 
the  blood  of  St.  Januarius  is  Hill  pretended  to  be  liquified  annu¬ 
ally  with  the  fame  ridiculous  circumflances  as  aforetime. 

3.  We  fhall  conclude  this  note  with  the  character  of  the  prefent 
pope,  from  a  celebrated  Modern  Traveller. — 44  Pius  VI.  (formerly 
Cardinal  Beolchi)  performs  all  the  religious  functions  of  his  office 
in  the  moH  folemn  manner.— I  lately  happened  to  be  at  St.  Peter’s 
church  when  there  was  fcarcely  any  body  there  ;  ...  the  pope  em 
tered  with  a  very  few  attendants ;  when  he  came  to  the  Hatue  of 
St.  Peter  ....  he  bowed,  he  kneeled,  he  kiffed  the  foot,  and  then 
rubbed  his  brow  and  his  whole  head  with  every  mark  of  humility, 
fervour,  and  adoration,  upon  the  facred  Hump.  ...  It  is  no  more, 
one  half  of  the  foot  having  been  long  fince  worn  by  the  lips  of  the 

pious . This  uncommon  appearance  of  zeal  in  the  pope,  is  not 

imputed  to  hypocrify,  or  to  policy  ;  but  is  fuppofed  to  proceed 
entirely  from  a  conviction  of  the  efficacy  of  thefe  holy  frictions ;  an 
opinion  which  has  given  people  a  much  higher  idea  of  the  Hrength 
oi  his  faith  than  his  underflanding.” 

[Dr.  Moore’s  View  of  Soc.  and  Mann,  in  Italy.  Let.  64.] 
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perfecution,  and  fome  probably  will  be  fo  untill  the 
church’s  fuffering  and  travail  is  at  an  end,  which  will  not 
be  till  the  fail  of  antichrift.  But  it  is  now  in  no  meafure 
as  it  was  heretofore.  There  does  not  feem  to  be  the 
fame  fpirit  of  perfecution  prevailing  ;  it  is  become  more 
out  of  faftiion  even  among  the  popifh  princes.  The 
wickednefs  of  the  enemies  of  Chrift,  and  the  oppofition 
againft  his  caufe,  feem  to  run  in  another  channel.  The 
humour  now  is,  to  defpife  and  laugh  at  all  religion  ;  and 
there  feems  to  be  a  fpirit  of  indifferency  about  it.  How¬ 
ever,  fo  far  the  ftate  of  things  is  better  than  it  has  been, 
that  there  is  fo  much  lefs  of  perfecution. 

There  is  a  great  increafe  of  learning  :  in  the  dark  times 
of  popery  before  the  Reformation,  learning  was  fo  far  de¬ 
cayed,  that  the  world  feem  to  be  over-run  with  barbarous 
ignorance.  Their  verypriefts  were  many  of  them  grofTly 
ignorant.  .Learning  began  to  revive  with  the  Reforma¬ 
tion,  which  was  owing  very  much  to  the  art  of  printing, 
which  was  invented  a  little  before  the  Reformation  ;  and 
iince  that,  learning  has  increafed  more  and  more,  and  at 
this  day  is  undoubtedly  raifed  to  a  greater  height  than 
ever  it  was  before  :  and  though  little  good  ufe  is  made  of 
it  by  the  greater  part  of  learned  men,  yet  the  increafe  of 
learning  in  itfelf  is  a  thing  to  be  rejoiced  in,  becaufe  it  is, 
if  duly  ufed,  an  excellent  handmaid  to  divinity,  and  is  a 
talent  which,  if  God  gives  men  an  heart,  affords  them  an 
opportunity  to  do  great  things  for  the  advancement  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  the  good  of  fouls.  That 
learning  and  knowledge  fhould  greatly  increafe  before  the 
glorious  times,  feems  to  be  foretold,  [Dan.  xii.  4.]  4  But 
4  thou,  O  Daniel,  fhut  up  the  words,  and  feal  the  book, 

4  even  to  the  time  of  the  end  :  many  fhail  run  to  and  fro, 

4  and  knowledge  lhall  be  increafed.’  And  however  little 
now  learning  is  applied  to  the  advancement  of  religion  ; 
yet  we  may  hope  that  the  days  are  approaching  wherein 
God  will  make  great  ufe  of  it  for  the  advancement  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift. 

God  in  his  providence  now  feems  to  be  acting  over 
again  the  fame  part  which  he  did  a  little  before  Chrift 
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came.  In  the  age  wherein  Chrift  came  into  the  world, 
learning  greatly  prevailed  and  was  at  a  greater  height  than 
ever  it  had  been  before  ;  and  yet  wickednefs  never  pre- 
vailed  more  than  then.  God  was  pleafed  to  buffer  human 
learning  to  come  to  luch  a  height  before  he  fent  the  gof- 
pel  into  the  world,  that  they  might  fee  the  inefficiency 
of  their  own  wifdom  for  obtaining  the  knowledge  of  God, 
when  the  gofpel  had  prevailed  firft  without  the  help  of 
man  s  wifdom,  then  God  was  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of 
learning  as  an  handmaid.  So  now  learning  is  at  a  height 
beyond  what  it  was  in  the  age  when  Chrift  appeared  ; 
and  yet  men  trufting  to  their  learning,  they  grope  in  the 
day  time  as  in  the  night.  Learned  men  are  exceedingly 
divided  in  their  opinions  concerning  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  run  into  all  manner  of  pernicious  errors.  They 
icorn  to  fubmit  their  reafon  to  divine  revelation,  to  be¬ 
lieve  any  tiling  that  is  above  their  comprehenfion  ;  and 
lo  being  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  they  become  fools,  and 
even  vain  in  their  imaginations,  and  turn  the  truth  of 

God  into  a  lie,  and  their  foolifh  hearts  are  darkened.  [See 
Rom.  i.  2 1,  &c.] 

But  yet,  when  God  has  fufficiently  fhown  men  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  human  wifdom  and  learning  for  the  purpofes 
•of  religion,  and  .when  the  appointed  time  comes  for  that 
glorious  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  when  he  will 
himfelf  by  his  own  immediate  influence  enlighten  mens* 
minds  ;  then  may  we  hope  that  God  will  make  ufe  of  the 
great  increafe  of  learning,  as  a  means  of  a  glorious  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  kingdom  of  his  Son.  Then  fhall  hu¬ 
man  learning  be  fubfervient  to  the  underftanding  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  to  a  clear  explanation  and  a  glorious  de¬ 
fence  of  the  doftrines  of  Chriftianity.  And  there  is  no 
doubt  to  be  made  of  it,  that  God  in  his  providence  has 
of  late  given  the  world  the  art  of  printing,  and  fuch  a 
great  increafe  of  learning,  to  prepare  for  what  he  defigns 
to  accompli!]}  for  his  church  in  the  approaching  days  of 
its  profperity. 
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Having  now  Ihown  how  the  work  of  redemption  has 
been  carried  on  from  the  fall  of  man  to  the  prefent  time, 
before  I  proceed  any  farther,  I  would  make  iome  Ap¬ 
plication. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  great  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  that  the 
fcriptures  are  the  word  of  God.  There  are  three  argu¬ 
ments  of  this,  which  I  ihall  take  notice  of,  which  may 
be  drawn  from  what  has  been  laid. 

7  f 

( 1.)  It  may  be  argued  from  that  violent  and  inveterate 
oppolition  there  has  always  appeared  of  the  wickednefs  of 
the  world  again!!  this  religion.  The  religion  that  the 
church  of  God  has  profelfed  from  the  ftrft,  has  always  been 
the  fame  as  to  its  eflentials.  The  church  of  God  from 
the  beginning,  one  fociety.  The  Chriftian  church  which 
has  been  ftnce  Chrift’s  afcenfton,  is  manifeftly  the  fame 
fociety  with  the  church  before  Chrift  came  :  they  are 
built  on  the  fame  foundation.  The  revelation  on  which 
both  have  depended,  is  effentially  the  fame;  only  the  fub- 
je&s  of  are  now  more  clearly  revealed  in  the  New  Telia  - 
ment  than  they  were  in  the  Old.  The  church  before 
the  Hood  was  built  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  revelations 

1 

of  Chrift  which  were  given  to  Adam,  Abel,  and  Enoch, 
and  others  of  that  period.  The  church  after  the  flood 
was  built  on  the  revelations  made  to  Noah,  Abraham, 
Melchiledek,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  Jofeph,  Job,  and  other  holy 
men.  After  this  the  church  depended  on  the  fcriptures 
themfelves  as  they  gradually  increafed  ;  fo  that  the  church 
of  God  has  always  been  built  on  the  foundation  of  di¬ 
vine  revelations  which  were  eflentially  the  fame,  and  are 
fummarily  comprehended  in  the  holy  fcriptures. 

So  that  the  oppolition  which  has  been  made  to  the 
church  of  God  in  all  ages,  has  always  been  againft  the  fame 
religion,  and  the  fame  revelation.  Now  therefore  the  vio¬ 
lent  and  perpetual  oppolition  that  has  ever  been  made  by  the 
corruption  and  wickednefs  of  mankind  againft  the  church 
is  a  ftrong  argumentof  the  truth  of  this  religion,  and  the 
Revelation  upon  which  the  church  has  always  been  built. 

Contraries 
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Contraries  are  well  argued  one  from  another.  We  may 
well  and  fafely  argue,  that  a  thing  is  good,  according  to 
the  degree  in  which  evil  oppofes  it.  Now  it  is  evident, 
that  the  wicked  world  has  had  a  perpetual  hatred  to  the 
church  and  her  religion  and  has  made  moft  violent  oppo- 
fition  againft  it. 

I  hat  the  church  of  God  has  always  met  with  great  op* 
pofition  in  the  world,  none  can  deny.  This  is  plain 
by  profane  hiftory  fo  high  as  that  reaches  ;  and  before 
that,  divine  hiftory  gives  us  the  fame  account.  The 
church  of  God,  and  its  religion  and  worfhip,  began  to  be 
oppoled  m  Cain  s  and  Abel’s  time,  and  was  fo  when  the 
earth  was  filled  with  violence  in  Noah’s  days.  And  af¬ 
ter  this  the  church  was  oppofed  in  Egypt ;  and  Ilrael  al¬ 
ways  hated  by  the  nations  round  about,  agreeable  to  that 
text  [Jer.  xii.  9.]  4  Mine  heritage  is  unto  me  as  a  fpeck- 
4  led  bird,  the  birds  round  about  are  againft  her.’  After 
the  Babylonifh  captivity,  the  church  was  perfecuted  by 
Antiochus  Epiphanes  and  others.  And  how  was  Chrift 
perfecuted  when  on  earth  !  and  the  apoftles  and  other 
Chriftians  by  the  Jews,  before  the  definition  of  Jerufa- 
lem  !  and  dreadful  was  the  oppofition  of  the  heathen  world 
againft  the  Chriftian  church  before  Conftantine  !  And 
fince  that,  yet  more  violent,  and  fpiteful,  and  cruel  has 
been  the  oppofition  of  antichrift. — There  is  no  fuch  in- 
fiance  of  oppofition  to  any  other  religion.  Other  profef- 
lions  have  enjoyed  their  religions  in  peace  and  quietnels, 
however  they  have  differed  from  their  neighbours.  One 
nation  has  worfhipped  one  fet  of  gods,  and  others  another, 
without  molefting  or  difturbing  one  another  about  it. 
All  the  lpite  and  oppofition  has  been  againft  the  religion 
of  the  church  of  Chrift  as  though  they  could  never  fatisfy 
their  cruelty,  (r)  They  put  their  inventions  upon  the 

rack 

(r)  No  religion  perfecuted  like  the  Chr  isti  an.]  Should  this  fact 
be  controverted,  we  beg  leave  to  obferve, 

1.  That  though  the  profeffors  of  other  religions  have  pleaded 
the  iufFering  of  perfecution  ;  yet  it  has  feldom  been  with  the  fame 
truth.  The  jefuits  were  fome  years  fince  expelled  Japan  and  cal¬ 
led 
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rack  to  find  out  torments  that  fhould  be  cruel  enough  ; 
and  yet  their  thirll  has  never  been  latisfied  with  blood. 

So. that  it  is  out  of  doubt,  that  this  religion,  and  the 
fcriptures,  have  always  been  malignantly  oppofed  in  the 
world.  The  only  queftion  is,  whether  it  be  the  wicked- 
nels  and  corruption  of  the  world,  or  not,  that  has  done 
this  ?  But  of  this  there  can  be  no  more  doubt  than  of  the 
other,  if  we  confider  how  caufelefs  this  cruelty  has  always 
been,  who  were  the  oppofers,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  acted.  The  oppofition  has  chiefly  been  from  hea- 
thenifm  and  popery ;  which  are  both  of  them  very  evil,  and 
the  fruits  of  the  blindnefs,  corruption,  and  wickedneis 
of  men,  as  the  very  Deifls  themfelves  confefs.  The 
light  of  nature  fhows,  that  the  religion  of  Heathens,  con- 
filling  in  the  worfhip  of  idols,  and  facrificing  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  them,  and  in  obfcene  and  abominable  rites  and 
ceremonies,  is  wickednefs.  And  the  fuperftitious  idola¬ 
tries  and  ufurpations,  of  the  church  of  Rome,  are  no 
lefs  contrary  to  the  light  of  reafon.  By  which  it  appears, 
that  the  oppofition  againfl  the  church  of  God  has  been 
made  by  wicked  men.  And  with  regard  to  the  oppofition 
of  the  Jews  in  Chrifl’s  and  the  apoflles’  times,  it  was 
when  the  people  were  generally  become  exceedingly  wick¬ 
ed,  as  Jofcphus  and  other  Jewifh  writers  who  lived  about 
that  time  acknowledge.  And  that  it  has  been  mere  wick- 
ednefs  that  has  made  this  oppofition,  is  manifefl  from  the 

led  it  perfecution  for  the  gofpel ;  but  it  is  well  known  that,  not  their 
religion,  but  their  treasonable  practices,  procured  their  ruin. 

2.  That  though  the  papifts  have  gone  fb  much  beyond  their 
pagan  predeceffors  as  to  perfecute  all  religions  but  their  own,  Pat 
gan,  Jewifh  and  Mahometan,  as  well  as  Protedant ;  yet  theie  have 
never  yet  been  fo  general,  nor  fo  long  continued.  Hidory,  as  our 
author  rightly  obferves,  can  produce  no  other  in  dance  of  perfecu¬ 
tion  being  continued  with  fo  little  intermiilion  for  fo  many  qentUt 
lies. 

3.  That  though  religion  has  in  mod  cafes  been  the  pretence  for 

popifh  feverities,  it  has  often  not  been  the  true  caufe.  The  Mot 
rifcoes  and  Jews  were  expelled  Spain,  and  diabolical  cruelties  exeF- 
eifed  in  South  America,  rather  that  their  perfecutors  might  hgv£  a 
pretence  for  feizing  their  polfeffions,  than  from  any  zeal  for  reli* 
g\on?  "  [G*  E.J 

3  Q*  ?n?,nuc( 
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manner  of  the  oppofition,  the  extreme  violence,  injufticg, 
and  cruelty,  with  which  the  church  of  God  has  been  treat¬ 
ed.  It  feems  to  fhow  the  hand  of  malignant  infernal 
fpirits  in  it.. 

Now  what  reafon  can  be  affigned,  why  the  corruption 
and  wickednefs  of  the  world  lliould  fo  implacably  fet  it- 
felt  againil  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  againfl  the 
Scriptures,  but  only  that  they  are  contrary  to  wickednefs, 
and  confequently  good  and  holy?  Why  thould  the  enemies 
of  Chrift,  tor  lo  many  thoufand  years  together,  manifeft 
fuch  a  mortal  hatred  of  this  religion,  but  only  that  it  is 
the  caufe  ot  God  ?  If  the  lcriptures  be  not  the  word  of 
God,  and  the  religion  of  the  church  of  Chrift  be  not  the 
true  religion,  then  it  muft  follow,  that  it  is  nothing  but 
a  pack  of  lies  and  delations,  invented  by  the  enemies  of 
God  themfelves.  And  if  this  were  lo,  it  is  not  likely 
that  the  enemies  of  God,  and  the  wickednefs  of  the  world, 
would  have  maintained  luch  a  perpetual  and  implacable 
enmity  againft  it. 

(2.)  It  is  a  great  argument  that  the  Chriftian  church 
and  its  religion  is  from  God  ;  that  it  has  been  upheld  hi¬ 
therto  through  all  the  oppofition  and  dangers  it  has  met 
with.  That  the  church  of  God  and  the  true  religion, 
which  has  been  io  continually  and  violently  oppofed,  with 
fo  many  endeavours  to  overthrow  it,  and  which  has  fo 
often  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin  and  almofl  fwal- 
lowed  up,  through  the  greatefl  part  of  fix  thoufand  years, 
has  yet  been  upheld,  does  mofl  remarkably  fhow  the  hand 
of  God  in  favour  of  it.  This,  if  properly  confidered,  will 
appear  one  of  the  greatefl  wonders  and  miracles  that  ever 
came  to,  pafs.  There  is  nothing  like  it  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth.  As  to  the  old  world,  which  was  before  the 
flood,  that  wTas  overthrown  by  a  deluge  of  waters  ;  but 
yet  the  church  of  God  was  preferved.  Satan’s  vifible 
kingdom  on  earth  was  then  entirely  overthrown  ;  but 
the  vifible  kingdom  Chrifl  never  has  been.  All  the  an¬ 
cient  monarchies  of  which  we  read  in  former  ages,  they 
are  long  fmce  come  to  an  end  ;  they  have  all  grown  old, 
and  have  vanifhed  away  ;  4  The  moth  has  eaten  theny 
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«  up  like  a  garment,  and  the  worm  has.  eaten  them  like 
‘  wool  but  yet  God’s  church  remains. 

Never  were  there  fuch  potent  endeavours  to  deftroy 
any  thing  elfe,  as  there  has  been  to  deftroy  the  church; 
Other  kingdoms  and  focieties  of  men,  which  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  ten  times  as  llrong  as  the  church  of  God* 
have  been  deftroyed  with  an  hundredth  part  of  the  oppoft- 
tion  which  the  church  of  God  has  met  with  ;  which 
Ihows,  that  it  is  God  who  has  been  the  protedlor  of  the 
church.  For  it  is  moll  plain,  that  it  has  not  upheld  it- 
felf  by  its  own  ftrength  ;  for  the  moil  part,  it  has  been 
a  very  weak  fociety.  The  children  of  Ifrael  were  but  a 
fmall  handful  of  people  in  companion  of  thofe  who  often 
fought  their  overthrow.  And  in  Chrift’s  time,  and  ill 
the  beginning  of  the  Chriftian  church  after  his  refurrec- 
tion,  they  were  but  a  remnant ;  whereas  the  whole  mul¬ 
titude  of  the  fewifh  nation  were  againfl  them.  And,  fo 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Gentile  church  :  they  were  but  a 
fmall  number  in  comparifon  with  their  heathen  perfccu- 
tors.  Alfo  in  the  dark  time  of  antichrift,  before  the  re¬ 
formation,  they  were  but  a  handful;  and  yet  their  ene¬ 
mies  could  not  overthrow  them.  And  it  has  commonly 
happened  that  the  enemies  of  the  church  have  not  only 
had  the  greateft  number,  but  alfo  the  civil  authority  on 
their  fide.  So  in  Egypt,  Ifrael  were  only  Haves  to  the 
Egyptians,  and  yet  they  could  not  deftroy  them.  Like- 
wife  in  the  time  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  under  the  hea¬ 
then  Roman  government,  and  for  the  moll  part  fince  the 
rife  of  antichrift,  the  civil  power  was  all  on  the  fide  of 
the  perfecutors,  and  the  church  feemed  to  be  in  their 
hands.  And  not  only  has  the  ftrength  of  the  enemies  of 
the  church  being  greateft,  but  ordinarily  the  church  has 
not  ufed  what  ftrength  they  have  had  in  their  own  defence, 
but  have  committed  themfelves  wholly  to  God.  So  it 
was  in  the  Jewifh  perfections  before  the  deftrinftion  of 
Jerufalem  by  the  Romans  ;  and  in  the  heathen  perfec¬ 
tions  before  Conftantine,  the  Chriftians  did  not  attempt 
to  make  any  forcible  refiftance  to  their  heathen  perfecu¬ 
tors.  So  it  has  for  the  moft  part  been  under  the  Popilli 
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per fccu tors.  So  it  has  for  the  moft  part  been  under  the 
Popilh  perfecutions ;  and  yet  they  have  never  been  able 

to  overthrow  the  church  of  God  ;  but  it  Hands  to  this 
verv  day. 

This  is  fhll  the  more  wonderful,  if  we  confider  how 
often  the  church  has  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin, 
and  the  cafe  feemed  to  be  defperate.  In  the  time  of  the 
old  world,  wickednefs  fo  prevailed,  that  but  one  religious 
family  was  left.  At  the  Red  Sea,  when  Pharaoh  and  his 
hoil  thought  they  were  quite  fure  of  their  prey  ;  and 
from  time  to  time  in  the  church  of  Ifrael,  God  deli- 
\cred  them,  as  has  been  fhown.  Thus  under  the  tenth 
and  lafl  heathen  perfecution,  their  perfecutors  boafled 
that  they  had  deilroyed  the  Chriflians,  and  overthrown  the 
church;  yet  in  the  midft  of  their  triumph,  the  Chriflian 
church  riles  out  of  the  dull  and  prevails,  and  the  heathen 
empire  totally  falls  before  it.  So  when  the  Chriflian 
church  teemed  ready  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  Ananifm,— — 
when  antichrifl  rofe  and  prevailed,  and  all  the  world 
wondered  alter  the  Dealt,  and  the  church  for  many  hun¬ 
dred  years  was  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number,  and  the 
power  of  the  world  was  engaged  to  deltroy  them  ;  yet 
tIley  could  never  fully  accomplifh  their  delign,  and  at 
lall  God  wonderfully  revived  his  church  in  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  and  made  it  to  fland  as  it  were  on  its 
feet  in  the  fight  of  its  enemies,  and  raifed  it  out  of  their 
reacn.  And  fb  fince,  when  the  Popifh  powers  have  plot¬ 
ted  the  overthrow  of  the  Reformed  church,  and  have 
feemed  juft  about  to  bring  their  matters  to  a  conclulion, 
and  to  finifh  their  defign,  then  God  has  wonderfully  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  deliverance  of  his  church,  as  it  was  in  the 
revolution  by  King  William.  And  fo  it  has  been  from 
time  to  time  :  prefently  after  the  darkeft  times,  God  has 
made  his  church  moll  glorioufly  to  flourifh. 

If  the  prefervation  of,  the  church  of  God,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  hitherto,  attended  with  fuch  cir- 
cuinllances,  is  not  fufficient  to  fhow  a  divine  hand  in  fa¬ 
vour  or  it,  what  can  be  deviled  that  would  be  fo  ?  But  if 
fins  be  irom  the  divine  hand,  then  God  owns  the  church 

and 
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and  her  religion,  and  thofe  feriptures  on  which  (he  is 
built:  and  fo  it  will  follow,  that  this  is  the  true  religion, 
and  that  the  feriptures  are  God’s  word, 

{3.)  We  may  draw  a  further  argument  for  the  di¬ 
vine  authority  of  the  feriptures  from  the  fulfilment  of 
thofe  things  which  are  foretold  in  the  feriptures, — I  have 
already  cbferved,  as  I  went  along,  how  the  prophecies  in 
feripture  were  fulfilled  :  I  (hall  now  therefore  (ingle  out 
but  two  inftances  of  the  fulfilment  of  feripture  propli'N7. 

[  1.]  One  is  in  preferring  his  church  from  being  ruined, 
I  have  juft  now  fhown  what  an  evidence  this  is  of  the 
divine  authority  of  the  feriptures,  in  itfelf  coniidered  ;  1 
now  fpeak  of  it  as  a  fulfilment  of  feripture  prophecy.  This 
is  abundantly  foretold  and  promifed  in  the  feriptures,  as 
particularly  in  the  text :  there  it  is  foretold,  that  other 
things  (hall  fail,  other  kingdoms  and  monarchies,  which 
fet  themfelves  in  opposition,  fhould  come  to  nothing : 
4  The  moth  (hall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the 
4  worm  (hall  eat  them  like  wool  and  fo  it  has  in  fa£i 
come  to  pafs.  But  it  is  alfo  foretold,  that  God’s  cove¬ 
nant  mercy  to  his  church  fhall  continue  forever  ;  and  fo 
it  has  hitherto  proved,  though  now  it  be  fo  many  ages 
fince,  and  though  the  church  has  paffed  through  fo  many 
dangers.  The  fame  is  promifed  in  Ifaiah,  [liv.  17.]  6  No 
4  weapon  that  is  formed  againft  thee  (hall  profper  ;  and 
4  every  tongue  that  (hall  rife  againft  thee  in  judgement 
4  thou  (halt  condemn.’  And  again,  [chap.  xlix.  14.— 
16.]  4  But  Sion  faid,  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  and  my 
4  Lord  hath  forgotten  x  me.  Can  a  woman  forget  her 
4  fucking  child,  that  (lie  fhould  not  have  compaftion  on  the 
4  fon  of  her  womb  ?  Y  ea,  they  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not 
4  forget  thee.  Behold  I  have  graven  thee  upon  the  palms 
4  of  my  hands,  thy  walls  are  continually  before  me.’  [See 
alfo  chap.  iix.  21.  and  xliii.  1,  2.  and  Zech.  xii.  2,  3.] 
So  Chrift  promifes  the  fame,  [Matt.  xvi.  18.]  4  On  this 
4  rock  will  I  build  my  church,  and  the  gates  of  hell 
4  (hall  not  prevail  againft  it.’  Now  if  the  feriptures  be 
not  the  word  of  God,  and  the  church  built  on  them  be 
not  of  God,  how  could  the  perfons  who  foretold  this, 
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know  it?  For  if  the  church  were  not  of  God,  it  was  a  very 
unlikely  thing  ever  to  come  to  pafs.  For  they  foretold 
that  other  kingdoms  fhould  come  to  nothing  ;  alfo  the 
great  oppolition  the  church  fhould  meet  with,  and  the 
many  dangers  with  which  fhe  fhould  be  almoft  fvvallowed 
up,  (as  it  were  eafy  to  fhow,)  and  yet  foretold  that  the 
chuich  fhould  remain.  iSiow  how  could  they  forefee  fo 
unlikely  a  thing  but  by  divine  infpiration  ? 

[2]  Idle  other  remarkable  inftance  which  I  fhall  men¬ 
tion  of  the  fulfilment  of  fcripture  prophecy,  is  in  what  is 
foretold  concerning  antichrift ,  a  certain  great  oppofer  of 
Chnfl:  and  his  kingdom. — And  (1.)  it  is  foretold  that 
this  antichrift  fhould  arife  not  among  the  heathen  ;  but 
that  he  fhould  arife  by  the  apoftafy  and  falling  away  of 
the  Chriftian  church  :  [II.  Thef.  ii.  3.]  4  For  that  day 
fliall  not  come,  except  there  come  a  falling  away  firfl, 
and  that  man  of  fin  be  revealed,  the  fon  of  perdition.’ — . 
(2.)  7  hat  he  fhould  fet  himfelf  up  in  the  temple  or  vifible 
church  of  God,  pretending  to  be  veiled  with  the  power  of 
God  himfelf,  as  head  of  the  church,  [ver.  4.]  (3.)  It  is 
Intimated,  that  the  rife  of  antichrift  fhould  be  gradual, 
[ver.  7.]  c  For  the  myflery  of  iniquity  doth  already  work: 

“  only  he  who  now  letteth,  will  let,  until  he  be  taken  out 
4  of  the  way.’ — (4.)  It  is  prophefied  that  he  fhould  be  a 
great  prince  or  monarch  of  the  Roman  empire  :  fo  he  is 
reprefented  as  an  horn  of  the  fourth  beafl  in  Daniel,  or 
fourth  kingdom  or  monarchy  upon  earth,  as  the  angel 
himfelf  explains  it,  of  the  little  horn.  [Daniel  vii.  24.] — - 
(5.)  It  was  predicted  that  his  feat  fhould  be  in  the  city  of 
Rome  itfelf;  fo  it  is  faid  exprellly,  that  the  fpiritual  whore, 
or  falfe  church,  fhould  have  her  feat  on  feven  mountains 
or  hills  :  [Rev.  xvii  6.]  4  The  feven  heads  are  feven 
6  mountains,  on  which  the  woman  fitteth and  [ver. 
18.]  4  The  woman  which  thou  faweft,  is  that  great  city 
6  which  reigneth  over  the  kings  of  the  earth  f  which  it 
is  certain  was  at  that  time  the  city  of  Rome. — (6.)  It 
was  prophefied,  that  this  antichrift  fhould  reign  over  peo¬ 
ples,  and  multitudes,  and  nations,  and  tongues,  [Rev. 
xvii.  1  c.l  and  that  all  the  world  fhould  wronder  after  the 

beaft, 
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beaft,  [Rev.  xiii.  3.] — (7.)  That  he  fhould  be  remarkable, 
for  his  pride,  pretending  to  great  things,  and  album ing  very 
much  to  himfelf;  [II.  Theft  ii.  4-]  ‘  That  he  fhould 
4  exalt  himfelf  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or  that  is  wor- 
4  fhipped.’  [Rev.  xiii.  5.]  4  And  there  was  given  unto 
4  him  a  mouth  lpeaking  great  things,  and  blafphemies. 

1  Dan.  vii,  20.  j  I  he  little  horn  is  faid  to  have  a  mouth 
lpeaking  very  great  things,  and  his  look  to  be  more  ftout 
than  his  fellows. — (8.)  That  he  fhould  be  a  cruel  perfe- 
cutor,  [Dan.  vii.  21.]  The  fame  horn  made  war  with 
the  faints,  and  prevailed  againil  them:  [Rev.  xiii.  7.] 

4  And  it  was  given  to  him  to  make  war  with  the  faints, 

4  and  to  overcome  them.’  [Rev.  xvii.  6.]  6  And  I  law 
4  the  woman  drunken  with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and 
4  with  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  of  Jefus.’ — -(9.)  That 
4  he  fhould  excel  in  craft  and  policy,  [Dan  vii.  8.]  4  In 
4  this  horn  were  eyes  like  the  eyes  of  a  man.’  [ver,  20.] 

4  Even  of  that  horn  that  had  eyes.’  This  alio  came  to 
pais  in  the  church  of  Rome. —  (10)  It  was  foretold, 
that  the  kings  of  Chriftendorn  fhould  be  fubjed  to  anti- 
chrift  :  [Rev.  xvii.  12,  13.]  4  And  the  ten  horns  which 
4  thou  fa  we  ft,  are  ten  kings,  which  have  received  no  king- 
4  do  in  as  yet  ;  but  leceive  power  as  kings  one  hour  with 
4  the  beaft.  Thefe  have  one  mind,  and  fhall  give  their 
4  power  and  llrength  unto  the  beaft.’ — (11.)  That  lie 
fhould  perform  pretended  miracles  and  lying  wonders  : 
[II.  Theft  ii.  9.]  4  Whole  coming  is  after  the  working  of 
4  Satan,  with  all  power,  and  figns,  and  lying  wonders/ 
[Rev.  xiii.  13,  14.]  4  And  he  doth  great  wonders,  fo 
4  that  he  maketh  fire  come  down  from  heaven  on  the 
4  earth,  in  the  fight  of  men,  and  deceiveth  them  that 
4  dwell  on  the  earth,  by  the  means  of  thofe  miracles  which 
4  he  had  power  to  do  in  the  fight  of  the  beaft.’  (s)  Fire’s 

coming 

(s)  Popijh  miracles.]  Thefe  maybe  divided  into  two  dalles, 
neither  of  which  deferve  the  name  of  miracles ,  the  former  being 
mere  fictions,  and  the  latter,  tricks  of  priefts. 

1 .  Of  the  former  little  need  be  faid,  as  to  mention  is  to  expofe 
•end  refute  them.  That  St.  Denys,  or  St.  Juftinian,  walked  with 

their 
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coming  down  from  heaven  feems  to  Lave  reference  to  the 
popilh  excommunications,  which  were  dreaded  like  fire 
from  heaven. — (12.)  It  was  foretold,  that  he  Ihould  for- 

bid 

their  heads  under  their  arms— that  the  Virgin  Mary  held  Bee- 
Vers  hurt  while  he  mended  it— or  that  a  band  of  angels  moved 
Her  cottage  from  Judea  to  Loretto  by  night— Thefe  mav  pro¬ 
voke  our  nubility,  but  will  hardly  now  command  belief  even 
from  rapilts. 

But,  2*  we  admit  many  of  the  fads  they  pretend,  though  we 
ckyyv  there  was  any  miracle  in  them,  except  indeed  the  credulity 
ot  the  multitude.  To  pafs  by  the  trick  of  fpeaking  and  moving 
images,  which  are  now  no  fecret ;  we  fhall  prefent  our  readers 
with  two  inifances  ot  the  miraculous  powers  of  the  Roman  churrh 
one  for  its  ingenuity,  the  other  for  its  recentnefs.  ^ 

St.  Anthony  is  commonly  thought  to  have  a  great  command 
over  fire*  and  a  power  of  deffroying  by  flafhes  of  that  element 
thole  who  incur  his  difpleaiure.  ,  ,  .  ,  A  certain  monk  of  St.  An- 
Uiony  .  .  .  one  day  aflembled  his  congregation  under  a  tree  where 
a  magpie  had  built  tier  neit,  into  which  he  had  found  means  to 
convey  a  fmall  box  filled  with  gunpowder,  and  out  of  the  box 
hung  a  long  thin  match  that  was  to  burn  flowly,  and  was  hidden 
among  the  leaves  of  the  tiees.  As  foon  as  the  monk  or  his  ailii- 
tant  had  touched  the  match  with  a  lighted  coal,  he  began  his  fer- 
mon.  In  the  mean  while  the  magpie  returned  to  her  neff;  and 
finding  in  it  a  iirange  body  which  fhe  could  not  remove,  fhe  fell 
into  a  paifion,  and  began  to  leratch  with  her  feet,  and  chatter 
.  1  ^  ^  ^  friar  afiedled  to  hear  her  without  emo¬ 

tion,  and  continued  his  fermon  with  great  compofure ;  only  he 
would  now  and  then  lift  up  his  eyes  towards  the  top  of  the  tree, 
as  if  he  wanted  to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  At  lafi,  when  he 
judged  the  match  was  near  reaching  the  gunpowder,  he  pretended 
to  be  quite  out  of  patience ;  he  curfed  the  magpie,  and  wifhed 
St.  Anthony's  fire  might  confume  her,  and  went  on  again  with  his 
fermon  ;  but  he  had  Icarcely  pronounced  two  or  three  periods, 
when  the  match  on  a  hidden  produced  its  effect,  and  blew  up  the 
magpie  with  its  neff;  which  miracle  wonderfully  raifed  the  cha- 
raffet'  of  the  friar,  and  proved  afterwards  very  beneficial  to  him 
him  and  to  his  convent.” 

[De  Lolme’s  HifL  of  the  Flagellants.] 

Query,  Was  not  this  fulfilling  the  prophecy  of  making  lire 
come  down  from  heaven  in  the  fight  of  men  ! 

The  following  miracle,  viz.  the  liquefaction  of  the  blood  of  St. 
Januarius,  is  annually  wrought,  and  is  related  by  a  refpeclable 
eye-witnefs.  The  grand  proceilion  on  this  occalion  was  com- 
pofed  of  a  numerous  body  of  clergy  arid  an  immenfe  number  of 
people  of  all  ranks,  headed  by  the  Archbifliop  of  Naples  himfelf, 
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bid  to  marry  and  to  abitam  from  meats  ,  £  b  I  mi.  i\. 
3.]  ‘  Forbidding  to  marry,  and  commanding  to  abftaiu 


who  carried  the  phial  containing  the  blood  of  the  Flint.  A  mag¬ 
nificent  robe  of  velvet  richly  embroidered  was  thrown  o\er  the., 
{boulders  of  the  bull ;  a  mitre  refulgent  with  jewels  was  placed 
on  its  head.  The  archbifhop,  with  a  folemn  pace  and  a  look  tali 
of  awe  and  veneration,  approached,  holding  forth  the  facred  phial 
which  contained  the  precious  lump  of  blood ;  he  addreffed  thy 
faint  in  the  humbleft  manner,  fervently  praying  that  he  would 
gracioufly  condefcend  to  manifeft  his  regard  to  his  faithful  vota¬ 
ries,  the  people  of  Naples,  by  the  ufual  token  of  ordering  that 
lump  of  his  facred  blood  to  alfume  its  natural  and  original  form ; 
in  thefe  prayers  he  was  joined  by  the  multitude  around,  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  women.  My  curiofity  prompted  me  to  mingle  with 
the  multitude  ;  I  got  by  degrees  very  near  the  buff.  ^  Twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  had  already  elapfed,  lince  the  archbhliop  had  been  praying 
with  all  poffible  earneflnefs,  and  turning  the  phial  around  and 
around  without  any  effebt.  An  old  monk  flood  near  the  arciiDi- 
fhop,  and  was  at  the  utmoft  pains  to  inftruft  him  how  to  handle, 
chafe,  and  rub  the  phial ;  he  frequently  took  it  mto^  his  own 
hands,  but  his  manoeuvres  were  as  ineffectual  as  thofe  of  the  archr 
bifliop.  By  this  time  the  people  had  become  exceeding  noify  5  the 
women  were  quite  hoarie  with  praying  ;  the  monk  continued  his 
operations  with  increafed  zeal,  and  the  archbifhop  was  all  over  in 

a  profufe  fweat  with  vexation . An  acquaintance  whifpered 

it  might  be  prudent  to  retire . I  directly  took  his  hint,  and 

joined  the  company  I  had  left.  An  univerfal  gloom  overfpread 

all  their  countenances . One  very  beautiful  young  lady  cried 

and  fobbed  as  if  her  heart  had  been  ready  to  break.  The  paffions 
of  fome  of  the  rabble  without  doors  took  a  .different  turn  •  inftead 
of  forrow  they  were  filled  with  rage  and  indignation  at  the  faint’s 
obduracy,  ....  and  fome  went  fo  far  as  to  call  him  an  old,  un 

grateful,  yellow -faced  rafeal . It  was  now  almofl  dark,  .... 

and  when  leaf!  'expelled,  the  lignal  was  given,  that  the  miracle 

was  performed . The  populace  filled  the  air  with  repeated 

{bouts  of  joy ;  a  band  of  muiic  began  to  play ;  Te  Deum  was 
lung;  pouriers  were  difpatched  to  the  royal  family,  then  at  Por¬ 
tia,  with  the  glad  tidings ;  the  young  lady  dried  up  her  tears  ; 
the  countenances  of  our  company  brightened  in  an  inftant,  and 
they  fat  down  to  cards  without  farther  dread  of  eruptions,  earth¬ 
quakes,  or  peflilence.”  [Dr.  Moore’s  View  of  Society  and  Man¬ 
ners  in  Italy,  Lett.  64.] 

Thefe  miracles  need  no  comment ;  but  fome  Proteflants  add  a 
third  cials  of  popifli  miracles,  wrought,  ps  they  fuppofe,  by  the 
agency  of  the  devil;  but  thefe* we  omit,  knowing  of  none  for 
which  the  cunning  of  the  priefts  was  not  quite  fufficient, 

t.  r  .  ...  '  *  *  rxT  TT  T 
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,  ttom  meats,  winch.  Ood  hath  created  to  be  received  with 
*  thanksgiving.’ — (12.)  That  he  fhould  be  very  rich,  and 
arrive  at  a  great  degree  of  earthly  fplendour  and  glory  : 
[Rev.  xvii.  4.]  4  And  the  woman  was  arrayed  in  purple, 
4  and  icarlet  colour,  and  decked  with  gold  and  precious 
i  Rones,  and  pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand.’ 
[See  alio  chap,  xviii.  7,  1  2,  1  3,  1  6. ]  (t)  It  was  fore¬ 
told, 


(t)  Richer  and  Splendour  of  the  church  of  Rome.]  Thefe 
are  principally  obvious  in  their  vefiiiients,  images,  and  magnificent 
ceremonies.  We  iliall  give  ailiort  lpecimen  of  each. 

( 1.)  For  vefiments,  we  fhall  mention  only  thofe  of  Pope  Paul  II. 
who  “  in  his  pontifical  vefvments  outwent  all  his  predeceffors,  eh 
peciallv  in  his  regno ,  or  mitre,  upon  which  he  had  laid  out  a  great 
deal  of  money  in  purchaiing  at  vail  rates,  diamonds,  fapphires, 
emeralds,  chryfoliths,  jafpers,  unions,  and  all  manner  of  precious 
Rones,  wherewith,  adorned  like  another  Aaron,  he  would  appear 
abroad  fomewhat  more  augufi  than  a  man . He  made  a  de¬ 

cree  that  none  but  cardinals  {liould  were  red  caps ;  to  whom  he  had 
in  the  firil  year  of  his  popedom  given  cloth  of  that  colour  to  make 
horfe  cloths  or  mule  cloths  of,  w'hen  they  rode.”  [ Platinad  s  Lives 
of  the  Popes,  mandated  by  Rycant,  p.  414.] 

N.  B.  The  fcarlet  coloured  beat!  ! 

(2.)  For  images,  and  other  ornaments,  the  popifh  treafure  is  im- 
menfe.  In  the  catalogue  of  the  treafury  of  St.  Penis,  the  tutelar 
faint  of  France,  are  the  following,  among  innumerable  other  arti¬ 
cles  : 

“  A  great,  very  beautiful,  and  precious  crofs  of  mafiy  gold, 
all  covered  before  with  rubies,  faphires,  emeralds,  and  oriental 
pearl.  There  is  fliown,  under  the  rich  little  crofs  which  is  in  the 
midil  of  it,  the  length  of  a  foot  and  a  half  of  the  wood  of  the 
true  crofs. — A  little  crucifix  enchafed  in  gold,  very  delicately 
made  of  the  wood  of  the  true  crofs  by  Pope  Clement  the  Third’s 
own  hands. —There  is  'fhown  under  the  cryftal  a  little  phial,  in 
which  there  is  of  the  blood  and  water  which  ran  from  the  fide 
of  our  Saviour,  when  it  was  pierced  with  a  lance  ;  there  is  more¬ 
over  fome  of  the  milk,  and  of  the  gown  of  our  Lady  ;  a  finger 
of  the  apofile  St.  Thomas,  another  finger  of  St.  Medard,  and  the 
myrrh  which  the  kings  offered  to  our  Saviour  ;  and  twenty-eight 
other  different  forts  of  reliques. — One  of  the  nails  wherewith  our 
Saviour  was  faftened  to  the  crofs  ;  it  is  enchafed  in  a  great  filver 
tabernacle  gilt  and  garnifhed  with  precious  ffones,  made  by  the 
monks. — An  image  of  the  holy  Virgin  of  filver  gilt,  which  holds 
with  one  hand  a  little  reliquary,  in  which  is  feen  a  piece  ol  the 
fvvaddling  cloaths  wherewith  file  wrapt  our  Saviour  in  the  manger 
of  Bethlehem. — A  great  image  of  our  Lady,  of  filver  gilt,  hold- 

im 
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told,  that  he  ftiould  forbid  any  to  buy  or  fell,  but  thole 
that  had  his  mark;  [Rev.  xiii.  17.]  And  that  no  man 

4  might 

in  the  right  hand  a  fleur  de  lis  of  gold,  in  which  there  are  of  her 
hairs  and  cloaths. — Another  great  image  of  St.  John  the  Evange- 
hft,  of  filver  gilt,  holding  with  one  hand  a  cryftal  tube  let  in 
gold,  in  which  is  feen  a  tooth  of  the  faid  apoftle. — A  great  crofs, 
all  of  gold  and  precious  hones,  called  the  crols  of  St.  Laurence, 
becaule  in  it  there  is  a  bar  of  the  iron  grate  on  which  this  holy 
martyr  was  roafled. — A  great  image  of  St.  Nicolas,  of  filver  gilt, 
whole  mitre  is  enriched  with  precious  hones,  and  at  the  foot  of  it 
there  are  reliques  of  the  faint. — A  golden  head  of  the  great  St. 
Denis  the  Areopagite,  apohle  of  France,  and  patron  of  the  place, 
whole  mitre,  alfo  of  gold,  is  all  covered  with  precious  hones  and 
oriental  pearls  ;  the  whole  borne  up  by  two  great  angels  of  filver 
gilt. — The  chalice  and  the  little  veflels  for  holding  wine  and  wra- 
ter,  which  the  fame  St.  Denis  made  ufe  of  at  the  facrifice  of  the 
mafs  about  1  550  years  lince  ;  the  whole  of  rock  cryhal  enchafed 
in  fiver,  and  the  chalice  enriched  with  precious  hones. — A  great 
crofs  of  mafiy  gold,  made  by  St.  Efiay  ;  it  is  enriched  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  oriental  pearls,  and  other  very  precious  hones,  and  among 
others  with  a  very  great  and  very  fine  oriental  amethih. — A  beau¬ 
tiful,  great,  very  ancient,  and  curious  vellel  of  rich  cryhal,  which 
was  tiled  in  the  temple  of  Solomon. — A  great  cup  of  gold  and  pre¬ 
cious  hones,  which  belonged  to  the  fame  Solomon. — A  little  idol 
of  Apollo,  engraved  on  an  amethih,  fet  in  gold,  enriched  with  pre¬ 
cious  hones.- — With  innumerable  other  precious  images,  curiofi- 
ties  and  relics.  Add  to  thefe  the  riches  of  the  miraculous  ho  ufe 
of  Loretto,  where  Mr.  Addison,  who  faw  them,  allures  us,  44  Sil¬ 
ver  can  fcarce  find  a  place,  and  gold  itfelf  looks  but  poorly  amongh 
filch  a  number  of  precious  hones.”  [Addifon9 s  Travels,  p.  93. ] 
For  the  pomp  of  the  Romifh  fervices,  take  the  following  account 
from  the  late  celebrated  Mr.  Whitefield,  of  what  he  calls  44  the 
cru^fixion,  reprefen  ted  partly  by  dumb  fliow  and  partly  by  living 
perfons,”  in  the  church  belonging  to  the  convent  of  St.  De  Beato: 
44  We  had  not,”  lays  Mr.  W.  44  waited  long  before  the  curtain  was 
drawn  up ;  immediately,  upon  a  high  fc  a  fib  Id  hung  in  the  front 
with  black  bays,  and  behind  with  filk  purple  damalk  laced  with  gold, 

■  was  exhibited  to  our  view  an  image  of  the  Lord  Jel'us  at  full  length, 
crowned  with  thorns  and  nailed  on  a  crofs,  between  two  figures  of 
like  dimenfions,  reprefenting  the  two  thieves.  At  a  little  diftance, 
on  the  right  hand,  was  placed  an  image  of  theVirgin  Mary  in  plain 
long  ruffles,  and  a  kind  of  widow  weeds.  Her  veil  wras  purple 
filk,  and  fine  had  a  wire  glory  round  her  head.  At  the  foot  of  the 
crofs  lay,  in  a  mournful  penfive  poflure,  a  living  man,  drefled  in 
woman’s  cloaths,  who  perfonated  Mary  Magdalen  ;  and  not  far  oft' 
flood  a  young  man,  in  imitation  of  the  beloved  difciple.  He  was 
idreffed  in  a  loofe  green  filk  vefture,  and  bob-wig.  His  eyes  were 

3  R  2  fixed 
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might  buy  or  fell,  fave  he  that  had  the  mark,  or  the 

‘  name 

fed  on  the  crofs,  and  his  two  hands  a  little  extended.  On  each 
tide,  near  the  front  of  the  flage,  flood  two  centinels  in  buff,  with 
toimidable  caps,  and  long  beards  ;  and  diredtly  in  the  front  flood 
another  yet  more  formidable,  with  a  large  target  in  his  hand.  We 
may  fuppofe  him  to  be  the  Roman  centurion.  To  complete  the 
tcene,  from  behind  the  purple  hangings  came  out  about  twenty  lit¬ 
tle  purple-veiled  winged  boys,  two  by  two,  each  bearing  a  lighted 
wax  t^per  in  his  hand,  and  a  crimfon  and  gold  cap  on  his  head. 
~~—At  their  entrance  upon  the  flage  they  gently  bowed  their 
tfieh  heads  to  the  ipedtators,  then  kneeled  and  made  obeiiance, 
firfl  to  the  image  on  the  crofs,  and  then  to  that  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 
When  rifen,  they  bowed  to  each  other,  and  then  took  their  refpec- 
tive  places  over  againfl  one  another,  on  fleps  afiigned  for  them  on 
the  front  of  the  flage.  Oppolite  to  this,  at  a  few  yards  clifrance, 
flood  a  black  friar,  in  a  pulpit  hung  in  mourning.  For  a  while  he 
pan  fed,  and  then,  breaking  filence,  gradually  lifted  up  his  voice 
till  it  was  extended  to  a  pretty  high  pitch,  though  I  think  fcarce 
high  enough  for  fo  large  an  auditory.  After  he  had  proceeded  in 
his  difcourfe  about  a  quarter  of  van  hour,  a  confuted  node  was  heard 
near  the  front  great  door  ;  and,  upon  turning  my  head,  I  faw  four 
long  bearded  men  ;  two  of  which  carried  a  ladder  on  their  (boul¬ 
ders,  and  after  them  followed  two  more  with  large  gilt  diflies  in 
their  hands,  full  of  linen,  (pices,  &c.  Thefe,  as  I  imagined,  were 
■the  rep.refeptatives  of  Nicodemus  and  Jofeph  of  Arimathea.  On  a 
•  Signal  given  from  the  pulpit,  they  advanced  towards  the  fleps  of 
the  i'caffokl.  But  upon  their  firfl  attempting  to  mount  it,  at  the 
watchful  centurion’s  nod,  the  obfervant  foldiers  made  a  pafs  at 
them,  and  prefeiited  tile  points  of  their  javelins  diredtly  to  their 
breaks.  They  are  repulfed.  Upon  this  a  letter  from  Pilate 
is  produced ;  the  centurion  reads  it,  fliakes  his  head,  and,  with 
looks  that  befpoke  a  forced  compliance,  beckons  to  the  centinels 
■  to  withdraw  their  arms.  Leave  being  thus  obtained,  they  afcvnd  ; 
and  having  paid  their  homage,  by  kneeling  firfl  to  the  image  on 
tiie  crois,  and  then  to  the  Virgin  Alary,  they  retired  to  the  back 
of  the  flage.  Still  the  preacher  continued  declaiming,  or  rather, 
as  was  faid,  explaining  the  mournful  fcene.  Magdalen  perlifls-in 
wringing  her  hands  and  varioufly  expreiling  her  perfonated  f 

ga- 
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o’clock,  and  therefore  proper  for  the  fcene 
ladders  are  afcended,  the  fuperfcription  and 


to  begin  to  clofe.  The 

O 

,  t  crown  of  thorns  taken 

off,  long  white  rollers  put  round  the  arms  of  the  image,  and  then 
the,  nails  knocked  out  which  (aliened  the  hands  and  feet.  Here 
Alary  Magdalen  looks  mod  languifhing,  and  John,  if  poffible, 
.  Hands  more  thunderilruck  than  before.  The  orator  lifts  Up  his 
voice,  and  a  i  mo  it  all  the  hearers  exp  reded  concern  by  weeping, 

beating 
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<  name  of  the  beaft,  or  the  number  of  his  name,  (u)  — 
(13.)  That  he  fhould  fell  the  fouls  ot  men,  [Rev.  xviiL 
13  ]  in.  enumerating  the  articles  of  his  meichanthfe,  the 
fouls  of  men  are  mentioned  as  one.  (I4*)  ^  was  l0iC~ 


beating  their  breads,  and  fmiting  their  cheeks.  At  length  the 
body  is  gently  let  down;  Magdalen  e\es  it,  and  gi ac  ua  y  1 1  ing 
receives  the  feet  into  her  wide-lpread  handkerchief ;  whilit  John, 
{who  hitherto  ftood  motionlefs  like  a  fratue)  as  the  body  came 
nearer  the  ground,  with  an  eagernefs  that  beipoke  the  intente  ai> 
fedtion  of  a  fympathizing  friend,  runs  towards  the  crols,  ieize* 
the  upper  part  of  it  into  his  clafping  arms,  and  with  his  diiguiied 
fellow  mourner  helps  to  bear  it  away.  Great  preparations  were 
made  for  its  interment.  It  was  wrapped  in  linen  and  ipices,  &c. 
and  being  laid  upon  a  bier  richly  hung,  was  afterwards  earned 
round  the  church  yard  in  grand  proceffion.  The  image  .0 1  the 
Virgin  Mary  was  chief  mourner,  and  John  and  Magdalen,  with  a 
whole  troop  of  friars  with  wax  tapers  in  their  hands,  followed 
after.  Determined  to  fee  the  whole,  1  waited  its  return,  and  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  corpfe  was  brought  in,  and  depo¬ 
rted  in  an  open  fepulchre  prepared  for  the  purpofe ;  but  not 
before  a  pried:,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  the  lame  order  in 
fplendid  veftments,  had  perfumed  it  with  incenfe,  lung  to,  and 
kneeled  before  it.  John  and  Magdalen  attended  the  obfequies ; 
but  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  was  carried  away,  and  placed 
upon  the  front  of  the  ftage  in  order  to  be  killed,  adored,  and 
wordiipped  by  the  people.  This  I  faw  them  do  with  the  utmolt 
eagernefs  and  reverence.  And  thus  ended  this  Good  Friday5* 
tragi-comical,  fuperftitious,  idolatrous  droll.  Surely,  thought  L 
whilft  attending  on  fuch  a  feene  of  mock  devotion,  if  ever,  now 
is  the  Lord  Jelus  crucified  afrelh ;  and  I  could  then,  and  even 
now,  think  of  no  other  plea  for  the  poor  beguiled  devotees,  than 
that  which  fullering  Innocence  put  up  himielf  lor  his  enemies* 
when  aftually  hanging  upon  the  crofs,  viz.  u  Father,  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.5 5  [Account  of  fome  Lent 

Frocefs.  &c.  at  Lifbon,  p.  31 — 37.] 

(u)  The  mark  of  the  beaft ,  &c.]  By  th z  mark  of  the  bead  if 
meant  a  profeifion  of  the  popilh  religion,  commonly  lignified  by 
the  ilgn  of  the  crofs  in  the  forehead.  Without  this  none  might 
buy  ox  fell.  So  the  council  of  Lateran  and  fynod  of  Fours,  under 
Pope  Alexander  III,  and  the  bull  of  Pope  Martin  V.  forbid  any 
traffic  to  be  carried  on  with  heretics,  as  the  perfecting  Roman 
emperors  had  done  before.  The  number  of  his  name  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Greek  word  Lateinos,  The  Latin  ;  the  letters  ot 
which  as  numerals  make  juft  666,  (as  do  thofe  of  the  Hebrew 
Romiith  the  Roman  beaft)  and  about  that  date  the  Latin  ferviee 
*  was  enjoined  in  all  the  Ro?nan  ox  Latin  Churches.  [Bp*  Newton 
&&  the  Fraph.  Vol.  viii.  Dil.  2y  an  d  Reader  on  the  Rev.  in  Joe.] 

todd, 
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told,  that  antichrift  would  not  fuffer  the  bodies  of  GodD 
people  to  be  put  into  graves  ;  [Rev.  xi.  8,9.]  4  And 

*  their  dead  bodies  lhali  lie  in  the  itreet  of  the  great  city, _ - 

‘  and  they— lhali  not  fufFer  their  dead  bodies  to  be  put  in 
c  graves.  All  theie  particulars  have  literally  come  to  pafs 
with  refpect  to  the  church  of  Rome,  and  I  might  mention 
many  others. 

(4.)  Prom  what  has  been  Paid,  we  may  learn  that  the 
fpirit  of  true  Chriftians  is  a  fpirit  of  fuffering.  Seeing 
God  has  fo  ordered  it,  that  his  church  ihouid  for  fo  long 
a  time  be  in  a  fuffering  date,  we  may  conclude,  that  the 
Ipmtof  the  true  church  is  a  fufFermg  Ipirit,  for  doubtlcfs 
God  accommodates  the  ftate  and  circumdances  of  the 


church  to  the  fpirit  that  he  has  given  them.  We  have 
feen  how  many  and  great  fufFer  mgs  the  Chridian  church 
lor  the  mold  part  has  been  under  for  thefe  1700  years  ; 
no  wonder  therefore  that  Chrifl  fo  much  inculcated  upon 
his  hearers,  that  it  was  necelTary,  if  any  would  be  his  dif- 
ciples,  4  they  mud  deny  themfelves,  and  take  up  their 
4  crofs  and  follow  him.’  [Matt.  xvi.  24.] 

And  we  may  prove  that  the  fpirit  of  the  true  church 
of  Chrid  is  a  fuffering  one,  by  the  fpirit  the  church  has 
fliown  and  exercifed  under  her  fufFe rings.  She  has  ac¬ 
tually,  under  thole  terrible  perfecutions  through  which 
Hie  has  palled,  rather  chofen  to  fuffer  the  mod  dreadful 
torments,  to  fell  all  for  the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  to 
endure  all  that  her  bittered  enemies  could  inftid,  than 
to  renounce  Chrid  and  his  religion.  Hidory  furnifhes 
us  with  a  great  number  of  remarkable  indances  ;  Pets'  in 


view  a  great  cloud  of  witneffes.  This  abundantly  con¬ 
firms  the  neceffity  of  being  willing  to  part  with  all  for 
Chrid,  to  renounce  our  own  eafe,  our  worldly  profit,  and 
honour,  and  all,  for  him,  and  for  the  gofpel. 

Let  us  now  inquire,  whether  we  are  of  fuch  a  fpirit. 
How  does  it  prove  upon  trial  ?  does  it  prove  in  fad  that 
we  are  willing  to  deny  ourfelves,  and  renounce  our  world¬ 
ly  interedj  and  to  pals  through  the  trials  to  which  we 
are  called  in  providence?  how  final!  are  our  trials,  com¬ 
pared  with  thofe  of  many  of  our  fellow  Chriftians  in  for- 

in  er 
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mer  ages  !  And  I  would  on  this  occafion  apply  that  paffage 
[Jer.  xii.  5.]  4  If  thou  hall  run  with  the  footmen,  and 
*  they  have  wearied  thee,  then  how  canid  thou  contend 
4  with  hordes  ?’  If  you  have  not  been  able  to  endure  the 

J 

light  trials  to  which  you  have  been  called  m  this  age,  and 
in  this  land,  how  would  you  be  able  to  endure  the  far 
greater  trials  to  which  the  church  has  been  called  in  for¬ 
mer  ages?  Every  true  Chriftian  has  the  fpirit  of  a  martyr, 
and  would  fuffer  as  a  martyr  if  he  were  called  to  it  in 
providence. 

(5.)  Lienee  we  learn  what  great  reafon  we  have,  af- 
furedly  to  expect  the  fulfilment  of  thofe  feriptures  which 
yet  remain  to  be  fulfilled.  The  feriptures  have  fore¬ 
told  many  great  things  yet  to  be  fulfilled  before  the  end 
of  the  world.  But  there  deems  to  be  great  difficulties 
in  the  way.  We  feem  at  prefent  to  be  very  far  from 
fuch  a  Rate  as  is  foretold  ;  but  we  have  abundant  reafon 
to  expect  that  thefe  things,  however  feemingly  difficult, 
will  yet  be  accomplifhed  in  their  feafon.  We  lee  the 
•faithfulnefs  of  God  to  his  promifes  hitherto.  How  true 
has  God  been  to  his  church,  and  remembered  his  mercy 
from  generation  to  generation  :  we  may  fay  concerning 
what  God  has  done  hitherto  for  his  church,  as  Jofliua 
faid  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  [Joffi.  xxiii.  14.]  4  That 
4  not  one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  that  the  Lord  our  God 
4  hath  fpoken  concerning  his  church;’  but  all  things  arc 
hitherto  come  to  pals  agreeable  to  the  divine  prediction. 
This  fhould  fhengthen  our  faith  in  thofe  promifes,  and 
encourage  us  to  earned:  prayer  to  God  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  great  and  glorious  things  which  yet  re<* 
main  to  be  fulfilled. 

It  has  already  been  fhown  bow  the  fuccefs  of  Chrifl’s 
redemption  was  carried  on  through  various  periods  down 
to  the  prefent  time. 

4.  I  come  now  to  fhow  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrifl’s 
redemption  will  be  carried  on  from  the  prefent  time,  till 
antichrifl  is  fallen,  and  Satan’s  vifibie  kingdom  on  earth 
deflroyed. — And  with  refpedt  to  this  fpace  of  time,  we 
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have  nothing  to  guide  us  but  the  prophecies  of  fcripture. 
Hitherto  we  have  had  fcripture  hiftory  or  prophecy,  to¬ 
gether  with  human  hiftory.  But  henceforward  we  have- 
only  prophecy  to  direct  us.  And  here  I  would  pafs  by 
thole  things  that  are  merely  conjectural,  or  are  only  fur- 
niifed  by  lome  from  thole  prophecies  which  are  doubtful 
in  their  interpretation  ;  and  ill  all  infill  only  on  thole 
things  which  are  more  clear  and  evident. 

We  know  not  what  particular  events  are  to  come  to 
pais  before  that  glorious  work  of  God’s  Spirit  begins, 
by  which  Satan’s  kingdom  is  to  be  overthrown.  By  the 
confent  ot  moll  divines,  there  are  but  few  things,  if  any 
at  all,  that  are  foretold  to  be  accomplifhed  before  the 
beginning  of  that  glorious  work  of  God.  Some  think 
the  ilaying  of  the  witnefTes,  [Rev.  xi,  7,  8.]  is  not  yet  ac¬ 
compli!  bed  A  So  divines  differ  with  refpedl  to  the  pour¬ 
ing  out  of  the  feven  phials,  [Rev.  xvi.]  how  many  arc 
already  poured  out,  or  how  many  remain  ;  though  a 
late  expofitor,f  whom  I  have  before  mentioned  to  you, 
feems  to  make  it  very  plain  and  evident,  that  all  are  al¬ 
ready  poured  out  but  two,  viz.  the  fixth  on  the  river  Eu¬ 
phrates,  and  the  feventh  into  the  air.  But  I  will  not  now 
fland  to  inquire  what  is  intended  by  the  pouring  out  of  the 
fixth  phial  on  the  river  Euphrates,  that  the  way  of  the  kings 
of  the  eaft  may  be  prepared  ;  but  only  would  fay,  that  it 
feems  to  be  feme  thing  immediately  preparing  the  way 
for  the  deftru6iion  of  the  Spiritual  Babylon,  as  the  drying 
up  of  the  river  Euphrates,  which  ran  through  the  midft 
of  old  Babylon,  was  what  prepared  the  way  for  the  kings 
of  the  Modes  and  Perfians,  the  kings  of  the  eaft,  to  come  in 
under  the  walls,  and  deftroy  that  city. — But  whatever  this 
be,  it  does  not  appear  that  it  is  any  thing  which  fhali  be 
accompliihed  before  the  work  of  God’s  Spirit  is  begun,  by 
which,  as  it  goes  on,  Satan’s  vifibie  kingdom  on  earth 
fhali  be  utterly  overthrown.  And  therefore  I  would 

J 

proceed  dire&ly  to  consider  what  the  fcripture  reveals 
■concerning  this  work  of  God. 

'*  Newton,  Lo<wmanp  Gill \  Doddridgfy  Rea  (hr  y  <5  r, 
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And  I  would  preiuife  two  things  in  general  concern¬ 
ing  it. 

'  i.  We  have  all  reafon  to  conclude  from  the  fcriptures, 
that  juft  before  this  work  of  God  begins,  it  will  be  a  very 
dark  time  with  reipecl  to  the  interefts  ol  religion  in  the 
world.  It  has  been  io  before  thole  glorious  revivals  of 
religion  that  have  been  hitherto.  It  was  fo  when  Chrift 
came  in  the  flelh,  and  alio  before  the  Reformation  from 
Popery.  And  it  feems  to  be  foretold  in  fcripture,  that  it 
final!  be  a  time  of  but  little  religion,  when  Chrift  fhall 
come  to  let  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world.  Thus  when 
Chrift  fpake  of  his  coming,  to  encourage  his  elect,  who 
cry  to  him  day  and  night,  [Luke  xviii,  8.]  he  adds  this, 
*  Neverthelefs,  when  the  Son  of  man  cometh,  fhall  he 
4  find  faith  on  the  earth  ?’  Which  feems  to  denote  a  great 
prevalency  of  infidelity  juft  before  Chrift’s  coming  to 
avenge  his  luftering  church.  Though  Chrift’s  coming 
at  the  laft  judgement  is  not  here  to  be  excluded,  yet  there 
feems  to  be  a  fpecial  refpe£t  to  his  coming  to  deliver  his 
church  from  their  long  continued  buffering,  perfecuted 
It  ate,  which  is  accomplifhed  only  at  his  coming  at  the 
deftrudlion  of  antichrift,  That  time  when  the  eledt  cry 
to  God,  [Rev.  vi.  io.]  4  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
6  true,  doft  thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on 
4  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth  ?’  and  the  time  fpoken  of 
in  Revelation,  [chap,  xviii.  20.]  6  Rejoice  over  her,  thou 
4  heaven,  and  ye  holy  apoftles,  and  prophets,  for  God 
4  hath  avenged  you  on  her,’  will  then  be  accomplifhed. 
It  is  now  a  dark  time  with  refpecl  to  the  interefts  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  fulfilment  of  that  predict 
tion,  [II.  Pet.  iii.  3.]  4  Knowing  this,  that  there  fhall 
4  come  in  the  laft  days  fcoffers,  walking  after  their  own 
4  lulls. ’  And  fojude,  [17,  18.]  4  But  beloved,  remem- 
4  ber  ye  the  words  which  were  fpoken  before  of  the  apolb 
4  ties  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  how  that  there  fhould 
4  be  mockers  in  the  laft  time,  who  fhould  walk  after  their 
4  own  ungodly  lulls. 1  Whether  the  times  fhall  be  any 

darker  Hill,  or  how  much  fo  before  the  beginning  of 
this  glorious  work  of  God,  we  cannot  tell, 
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2.  There  is  no  reafon  to  think  but  that  this  great  work 
of  God  will  be  wrought,  though  very  fwiftly,  yet  gradu¬ 
ally.  As  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  gradually  brought 
out  of  tiie  Babylomfh  captivity,  firft  one  company  and 
then  another,  and  gradually  rebuilt  their  city  and  tem¬ 
ple  ;  and  as  the  heathen  Roman  empire  was  deftroyed 
n  by  a  gradual,  though  a  very  fwift  prevalency  of  the  gof- 
pel  ;  lo,  though  there  are  are  many  things  which  feenx 
as  though  the  work  of  God  would  be  exceeding  lwift, 
and  many  wonderful  events  fuddenly  be  brought  to  pals, 
and  fome  great  parts  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  have  a 
very  fudden  fall,  yet  all  will  not  be  accomplifhed  at  once, 
as  by  fome  great  miracle,  (as  the  refurre&ion  of  the  dead 
at  the  end  of  the  world  will  be  all  at  once  ;)  but  this  is 
a  work  which  will  be  accomplifhed  by  means,  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  ufe  of  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  and  fo  will  be  gradual.  Some  fhall  be 
converted,  and  be  the  means  of  converting  others.  God’s 
Spirit  fhall  be  poured  out  firft  to  raife  up  inftruments,  and 
thofe  inftruments  fhall  be  ufed  and  fucceed.  And  doubt- 
lefs  one  nation  fhall  be  enlightened  and  converted  after 
another;  one  falfe  religion  exploded  after  another.  By 
the  reprefentation  in  Daniel  [chap.  ii.  3.  4.]  the  ftone  cut 
out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  gradually  grows.  So 
Chrift  teaches  us,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a 
grain  of  muftard  feed,  [Matt.  xiii.  31,  32.]  and  like  lea¬ 
ven  hid  in  three  meafures  of  meal,  [ver.  33.J  The  fame 
reprefentation  we  have  in  the  vifion  of  the  waters  of  the 
fancluary.  [Ezek.  xlviii.J — The  fcriptures  mention  feve- 
ral  fuccellive  events  by  which  this  glorious  work  fhould 
be  accomplifhed.  The  angel  fpeaking  to  the  prophet 
Daniel  of  thofe  times,  mentions  two  periods,  at  the  end 
of  which  glorious  things  fhould  be  accomplifhed  ;  [Dan. 
xii.  11.]  4  And  from  the  time  that  the  daily  facrifice  fhall 
&  be  taken  away,  and  the  abomination  that  maketh  defo- 
*  late  fet  up,  there  fhall  be  a  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
4  ninety  days.’  But  then  he  adds  [ver.  12.]  4  Bleffed  is 
6  lie  that  waiteth,  and  coineth  to  the  thoufand  three  hun- 
-  dred  and  five  and  thirty  days  intimating  that  fome- 

thing 
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thing  very  glorious  Ihould  be  accomplilhed  at  the  end  of 
the  former  period,  but  fomething  much  more  glorious  at 
the  end  of  the  latter. — But  I  now  proceed  to  fhow, 

(3.)  That  this  great  work  lhall  be  accomplifhed,  not 
by  the  authority  of  princes,  nor  by  the  wifdom  of  learned 
men,  but  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ;  [Zech.  iv.  6,  7.]  4  Not  by 
4  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord 
4  of  holds.  Who  art  thou,  O  great  mountain  ?  before 
4  Zerubbabel  thou  fhalt  become  a  plain,  and  he  lhall  bring 
*  forth  the  head  Rone  thereof  with  fhouting,  crying,  Grace, 

‘  grace  unto  it.’  So  the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  fpeaking  of 
this  great  vmrk  of  God,  fays,  [chap,  xxxix.  29.]  4  Nei- 
4  ther  will  I  hide  my  face  any  more  from  them ;  for  I 
4  have  poured  out  my  Spirit  on  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  faith 
4  the  Lord  God.’  We  know  not  where  this  pouring  out 
of  the  Spirit  lhall  begin,  or  whether  in  many  places  at 
once,  or  whether  what  has  already  been,  be  not  foms 
forerunner  and  beginning  of  it.  (w) 

This 


(w)  Whether  the  late  conversions  he  the  he  ginning  of  this 
glorious  event  ?]  We  have  already  been  pretty  large  in  our  account 
of  feveral  remarkable  out-pourings  of  God’s  Spirit  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  finners  in  the  prelent  century  ;  [See  above,  note  l,  p.  463 
— m,  468 — n,  470 — and  o,  471.]  To  which  might  be  added  a 
work  of  the  like  nature  in  Scotland ,  about  the  year  1740,  when 
great  multitudes  were  awakened  in  a  fudden  and  lingular  manner ; 
but  we  lhall  only  fubjoin  an  authentic  account  of  fome  very  recent 
inRances  of  the  power  of  divine  grace  in  propagating  the  gofpel 
among  the  Indians  in  America ;  where  Dr.  Wheelock ,  in  the  year 
1754,  eRablifhed  a  fchool  at  Lebanon,  in  Connecticut,  (fi nee  re¬ 
moved  to  Hanover,  in  New  Hamplhire,  where  it  is  Rill  continued 
by  his  fon)  tor  the  education  of  Indian  and  Englilh  youths,  as 
miffionaries,  interpreters,  and  fchool-maRers  to  the  different  Indian 
tribes.  The  utility  of  this  inRitution  may  in  fome  meafure  be  ef- 
timated  from  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Kirkland ,  an  eminent  miffionary  therein  educated,  dated  BoRon, 
March  10,  1784. 


“  The  Oneidas  expeCt  in  the  courfe  of  two  years  to  have  more 
than  a  thouiand  Indians  in  their  vicinity,  who  will  be  difpofed  to 
attend  to  the  word  of  God,  and  among  thofe,  fome  hearty  lovers  of 
the  religion  of  Jefus ,  as  themfelves  exprefs  it.  About  eighty  of 
the  Delaware  tribe  ....  have  lately  petitioned  the  Oneidas  for  a 
fettlement  in  their  neighbourhood,  where  they  might  have  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  religious  inRruCtion.  Their  requeR  was  immediately 

granted*” 
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I  h’S  pouring  out  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  when  it  is  be¬ 
gun,  ihail  boon  bring  great  multitudes  to  forfake  that 
vice  and  wickednefs  which  now  fo  generally  prevails,  and 

fhall 


1 


granted."  In  their  addrefs  to  Mr.  K.  on  this  fubjedf,  they  have 
the  following  words  :  4 4  We  intreat  our  father  to  make  one  trial 
more  for  chriftianizing  Indians,  at  lead  tor  one,  if  not  tor  two 
years,  and  if  there  be  no  encouragement  afte*»this,  that  we  fhall 
be  built  up  as  a  people,  and  embrace  the  religion  of  Jefus  ;  he 
may  leave  us,  and  we  fhall  expedl  nothing  but  ruin.”  In  a  letter 
t°  the  Scots  commiftloners  at  Bofton  for  propagating  the  Chriftian 
faith,  the  December  preceding,  is  the  following  paftage,  referring 
to  the  unhappy  American  war,  44  Fathers,  ....  we  have  been  dif- 
trelfed  by  the  black  cloud  that  to  long  overfpread  our  country  * 
the  cloud  is  now  blown  over;  let  us  thank  the  Great  Spirit  and 
praife  Jefus.  By  means  of  the  fervants  of  Jefus,  the  'good  news 
of  God’  s  word  hath  been  publiflied  to  us.  We  have  received  it. 
Some  of  us  love  it,  and  Jefus  hath  preferved  us  through  the  late 
ftorm.  Fathers,  our  fire  begins  to  burn  again;  our  hearts  rejoice 
to  fee  it :  we  hope  it  will  burn  brighter  than  ever,  and  that  it  will 
enlighten  the  nations  around.  Our  brothers  of  the  Stockbridge  and 
Mohegan  tribes,  and  many  others  from  the  eafhvard,  have  already 
agreed  to  come  and  lit  with  us  around  it,  who  all  hope  to  fee  alio 
the  light  of  God’s  holy  word.”  [Abftradt  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Scots  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge.] 

4 1  Since  the  above,  Mr.  Kirkland  has  fent  to  the  Society  in 
Scotland  for  propagating  Chriftian  knowledge,  a  copy  of  his  jour¬ 
nal  from  May  1786.  to  May  1787.  A  concern  about  religion  be¬ 
gan  among  the  Oneida  Indians,  Auguft  and  September  1786,  and 
in  November  greatly  increafed,  and  continued  to  do  fo  through  the 
winter  and  ipring.  About  feventy,  in  three  villages  of  that  tribe, 
appear  favingly  converted.  In  one  of  thefe  villages,  the  convic- 
tions  have  been  remarkably  rational  and  pungent ;  and  a  lenle  of 
the  evil  of  fin  has  exceeded  the  fear  of  punifhment.  In  another, 
juft  views  of  their  ftate  have  been  more  mixed  with  enthufiafm. 
Outward  reformation  is  fuch,  that  in  one  village  there  hath  not 
been  an  inftance  of  an  Indian  drunk  thefe  lix  months.  On  Lord’s 
days,  Mr.  Kirkland  is  often  employed,  without  any  confiderable 
intermiftion,  from  morning  to  evening,  and  can  hardly  command 
leiiure  for  nec chary  refrefliment ;  and  often,  on  other  days,  lpends 
ten  hours  in  preaching,  catechizing,  and  private  religious  conver- 
fation  with  the  many  who  come  to  him,  to  untold  the  diftreffes  of 
their  fouls,  and  to  afk  inftrudtion  in  Chriftianity.  Their  hunger 
for  the  bread  of  life  permits  not  his  fending  them  empty  away. 
Frequently  they  have  enjoyed  much  of  God’s  prefence  in  public 
worfhip.  It  was  remarkably  fo,  January  1,  1787,  when  they 
were  difturbed  with  pagan  Indians  difcovering  their  joy  for  the  new 
year,  by  firing  of  guns,  and  inviting  the  Chriftians  to  an  idola¬ 
trous 
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lliall  cauie  that  vital  religion,  which  is  now  io  defpjfed^ 
and  laughed  at  in  the  world,  to  revive.  I  he  work  of 
conversion  fhall-break  forth,  and  go  on  in  inch  a  manner 
as  never  has  been  hitherto  ;  agreeable  to  that  promile, 

[Ifa.  xliv.  3 _ 5*]  4  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  \ s 

‘  thirlly  .  .  .my  fpirit  upon  thy  feed  ....  one  1  hall  fay, 

<  I  am  the  Lord’s,’  &c.  God,  by  pouring  out  his  holy 
Spirit,  will  furnifh  inftruments  for  carrying  on  this  work  ; 

trous  dance,  for  which  there  was  not  a  fufficient  number,  tmoogh 
their  refufal.  Irritated  at  Mr.  Kirkland,  to  whom  they  aicnbed 
the  difappoiirment,  four  Indian  youths  confpired  to  murder  him 
that  night,  which  was  happily  difcovered,  and  by  the  care  of  loiiie 
of  his  converts  difappointed.  Even  the  heathen  Sachems  cu lap- 
proved  this,  and  at  an  Indian  council  that  week,  three  of  tho 
youths  exprefied  their  penitence,  and  the  fourth  fen t  his  apology. 
Thefe  appearances  have  {truck  fome  of  the  Tuicararo  and  Coon 
dago  tribes.  Mr.  Kirkland  writes,  that  his  work,  though  io  un¬ 
commonly  laborious,  was  never  fo  delightful.  Indeed,  lince  the 
davs  of  Mr.  David  Brainerd,  there  has  been  nothing  io  promihng 
among  the  Indians.  Mr.  Kirkland  is  tranflating  the  gofpel  ot 
Mark,  and  fome  feleft  Pfaims,  into  the  Oneida  language,  winch 
he  hopes  to  get  printed.  His  labours  are  mucn  helped  by  good 
Peter  the  catechift,  one  of  the  moil  eloquent  men  among  the  lix 
nations,  and  by  the  ichoolmafter,  whofe  name  I  do  not  recoiled. 

[Sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Oaccum ,  Indian  Miffionary, on 
the  death  of  another  Indian,  juit  publifhed  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Rippon.] 

To  the  abovementioned  inllances  may  be  applied  a  remark  ot 
fome  eminent  divines  on  the  work  of  God  in  New  England,  not 
impertinent  to  the  occafion  of  introducing  this  note  : 

u  We  are  taught  alfo  by  this  happy  event  how  eafy  it  will  be 
for  our  blelfed  Lord  ....  to  ipread  his  dominion,  fromfea  to  fca, 
through  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  We  fee  how  eafy  it  is  for  him 
with  one  turn  of  his  hand,  with  one  word  of  his  mouth,  to  awaken 
whole  countries  of  ffupid  and  (leeping  finners,  and  kindle  divine 
life  in  their  fouls.  .  .  .  The  name  of  Chrift  lHall  diffui'e  itfelf  like 
a  rich  and  vital  perfume  to  multitudes  that  were  ready  to  fink,  and 
to  peridi  under  the  painful  fenfe  of  their  own  guilt  and  danger. 
Salvation  fliall  Ipread  through  all  the  tribes  and  ranks  of  mankind, 
as  the  lightning  from  heaven  in  a  few  moments  would  communi¬ 
cate  a  living  flame  through  10,000  lamps  or  torches  placed  in  a 
proper  fituation  and  neighbourhod.  Thus  a  nation  (hall  he  born 
in  a  day  when  our  Redeemer  pleafes,  and  his  faithful  and  obedient 
fubje&s  (ball  become  as  numerous  as  the  ipires  of  grafs  in  a  mea¬ 
dow  newly  mown  and  refrefhed  with  the  (bowers  of  heaven. 

[Dr.  Waits  and  Dr.  Guife's  Preface  to  Mr,  Edwards’*  Naiv  p.  vii.] 

will 
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will  fill  them  with  knowledge  and  wifdom,  and  fervent- 
zeal  for  promoting  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  the  falva- 
tion  of  fouls,  and  propagating  the  gofpel  in  the  world, 
ho  that  the  gofpel  fhall  begin  to  be  preached  with  abun¬ 
dantly  greater  clearnefs  and  power  than  it  has  hitherto 
been  :  for  this  great  work  of  God  fhall  be  brought  to 
pafs  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  as  is  reprefented 
[Rev.  xiv.  6  8.]  that  before  Babylon  falls,  the  golpei 

liiall  be  powerfully  preached  and  propagated  in  the 
world. 

I  his  was  typified  of  old  by  the  founding  of  the  filvef 
trumpets  in  Ifrael  in  the  beginning  of  their  jubilee  : 
[Lev.  \x\.  ().]  ‘  Then  fhalt  thou  caufe  the  trumpet  of 
‘  the  jubilee  to  found  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  feventh 
month  ,  on  the  day  of  atonement  fhall  ye  make  the 
‘  trumpet  found  throughout  all  your  land.’  The  glorious 
times  which  are  approaching,  are,  as  it  were,  the  church’s 
jubilee,  which  ihali  be  introduced  by  the  founding  of  the 
iilver  trumpet  of  the  gofpel,  as  is  foretold  [Ifa..  xxvii.  13  ] 

‘  And  b  frail  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the  great 
trumpet  fhall  be  blown,  and  they  fhall  come  which  wera 
ready  to  penlh  in  the  land  oi  Affyria,  and  the  outcafts 
or  the  land  of  Lg)  pt,  and  ihali  worlhip  the  Lc/rd  in  the 
4  holy  mount  at  Jerufalem.’  And  there  fhall  be  a  glo¬ 
rious  effufion  of  the  Spun  with  this  clear  and  powerful 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  to  make  it  fuccefsful  for  reviving 
thole  holy  doftrines  of  religion  which  afe  now  chiefly  ri¬ 
diculed  in  the  world,  and  turning  many  from  herefy,  and 
from  popery,  and  Irom  other  falfe  religions  ;  and  alfo  for 
turning  many  from  their  vice  and  profanenefs,  and  for 
bringing  vaft  multitudes  favingly  to  Chrift. 

"1  hat  work  of  converhon  fhall  go  on  111  a  wonderful 
manner,  and  fpread  more  and  more.  Many  fhall  flow 
together  to  the  goodnefs  of  tlie  Lord,  and  fhall  come,  as 
it  were,  in  flocks,  one  flock  and  multitude  after  another. 
[Ifa.  lx.  4,  5.]  ‘  Lift  up  thine  eyes  round  about,  and 

4  fee  ;  all  they  gather  themfelves  together,  they  come  to 
4  thee  ;  thy  foils  fhall  come  from  far,  and  thy  daughters 
4  fhall  be  nurfed  at  thy  fide.  Then  thou  fhalt  fee  and 

‘  flow 
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*  flow  together.’  [Ver.  8.]  ‘  Who  are  thefe  that  fly  as  a 

*  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to  their  windows  ?’  And  it 
being  represented  in  the  foremen  tioned  place  in  the 
Revelation,  [ch.  xiv.  6 — 8.]  that  the  gofpel  Shall  be 
preached  to  every  tongue,  and  kindred,  and  nation,  and 
people,  before  the  Sail  of  antichrift ;  So  we  may  fup- 
poSe,  that  it  will  Soon  be  glorioufly  fuccefsful  to  bring  in 
multitudes  Srom  every  nation  ;  and  it  fhall  Spread  with 
wonderful  fwiftnefs,  and  vail  numbers  fhall  Suddenly  be 
brought  in  at  once,  and  as  it  is  Said,  4  a  nation  fhall  be 

*  born  in  a  day,’  [ISa.  lxvi.  7 — 9.] 

(4.)  This  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  God  will  not 
affedl  the  overthrow  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom,  till  there 
has  fir  it  been  a  violent  and  mighty  oppojition  made.  In 
this  the  Scripture  is  plain,  that  when  Chrift  is  thus  glori¬ 
oufly  coming  forth,  and  the  deftruftion  of  antichrift  is 
ready  at  hand,  and  Satan’s  kingdom  begins  to  totter,  the 
powers  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  will  rife  up,  and 
mightily  exert  themfelves  to  prevent  their  kingdom  being 
overthrown.  Thus  after  the  pouring  out  the  fixth  phial, 
which  was  to  dry  up  the  river  Euphrates,  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  definition  of  Spiritual  Babylon,  it  is  repre¬ 
sented  [Rev.  xvi.]  as  though  the  powers  of  hell  will  be 
mightily  alarmed,  and  fhould  flirup  themfelves  to  oppofe 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  before  the  Seventh  and  laft  phial 
fhall  be  poured  out,  which  fhall  give  them  a  final  and 
complete  overthrow.  After  an  account  of  the  pouring  out 
of  the  fixth  phial,  [ver.  12.]  the  beloved  difciple  informs 
us  in  the  following  verfes,  that  4  three  unclean  Spirits, 
‘  like  frogs,  fhall  go  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth,  to 
4  gather  them  together  to  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God 
4  Almighty.’  This  Seems  to  be  the  laft  and  greateft  effort 
of  Satan  to  Save  his  kingdom  from  being  overthrown  ; 
though  perhaps  he  may  make  as  great  an  effort  towards 
the  end  of  the  world  to  regain  it. 

When  the  Spirit  begins  to  be  glorioufly  poured  forth, 
and  the  devil  fees  Such  multitudes  flocking  to  Chrift  in 
one  nation  and  another,  and  the  foundations  of  his  king¬ 
dom  daily  undermining,  its  pillars  breaking,  and  the 

whole 
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whole  ready  to  fall,  it  will  greatly  alarm  him.  Satan  has 
c\er  had  a  dread  of  his  kingdom  being  overthrown,  and 
he  has  long  been  endeavouring  to  fortify  his  kingdom, 
and  to  prevent  its  ruin.  To  this  end  heVet  up  the  two 
mighty  kingdoms  of  Antichrift  and  Mahomet,  and  has 
nurfed  all  tne  he  re  lies  and  fuperflitions  in  the  world  : 
but  when  he  fees  all  begin  to  fail,  it  will  roufe  him  ex¬ 
ceedingly.  If  Satan  dreaded  being  call  out  of  the  Roman 
empire,  how  much  more  does  he  dread  being  calf  out  of 
the  whole  world  ! 


It  feems  as  though  in  this  laft  great  oppofition  which 
Ihali  be  made  again.il  the  church  to  defend,  the  kingdom 
of  Satan,  that  all  the  forces  of  antichrift,  mahometanifm 
sntd  heathenilm,  will  be  united  ;  all  the  power  of  Satan’s 
vifible  kingdom  through  the  whole  world  :  and  therefore 
it  is  faid,  [Rev.  xvi.  14.]  that  4  fpirits  of  devils  (hall  go 
4  forth  unto  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  whole 
4  world,  to  gather  them  together  to  the  battle  of  the  great 
6  day  of  God  Almighty/  And  thefe  fpirits  are  faid  to 
come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  and  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  beaff,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  falfe 
prophet;  /.  e.  there  (hall  be  the  fpirit  of  popery,  and  thes 
fpirit  of  mahometanifm,  and  the  fpirit  of  heathenilm,  all 
united.  By  the  beaff  is  meant  antichrift  ;  by  the  dra¬ 
gon,  in  this  book,  is  commonly  meant  the  devil,  as  he 
reigns  over  his  heathen  kingdom  ;  by  the  falfe  prophet, 
in  this  book,  is  fome times  meant  the  pope  and  his  clergy  : 
but  here  an  eye  feems  to  be  had  to  Mahomet,  whom  his 
followers  call  the  great  prophet  of  God.  This  will  be, 
as  it  were,  the  dying  ftruggle  of  the  old  ferpent  ;  a  battle 
wherein  he  will  fight  as  one  that  is  defperate. 

We  know  not  particularly  in  what  manner  this  oppo¬ 
fition  will  be  made.  It  is  reprefented  as  a  battle  ;  it  is 
called  4  the  battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  Almighty/ 
There  will  be  fome  way  or  other  a  mighty  ftruggle  be¬ 
tween  Satan’s  kingdom  and  the  church,  and  probably  in 
all  manner  of  ways  ;  and  doubtlefs  great  oppofition  will  be 
made  by  external  force  ;  wherein  the  princes  of  the  world 
who  arc  on  the  devil’s  fide  fhall  join  hand  in  hand  ;  for 
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it  is  faid,  4  The  kings  of  the  earth  are  gathered  together 
4  to  battle,'  [Rev.  xix.  19.]  And  probably  alio  there  will 
be  great  oppoiition  of  iubtle  difputers  and  carnal  reafon- 
ing ;  great  perfecution  in  many  places,  and  virulent  re¬ 
proaches.  The  devil  now  doubtleis  will  ply  his  (kill,  as 
well  as  ftrength,  to  the  utmoft.  The  allies  and  fubje&s 
who  belong  to  his  kingdom,  will  every  where  be  ftirred 
up,  and  engaged  to  make  an  united  and  violent  oppoii¬ 
tion  again  ft  this  holy  religion,  which  they  fee  prevailing 
fo  mightily  in  the  world. — But, 

(5.)  Chrift  and  his  church  lhall  in  this  battle  obtain  a 
complete  victory  over  their  enemies.  They  Lhall  be  to¬ 
tally  routed  and  overthrown  in  this  their  laid  effort. 
When  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth  are  thus  gathered  to¬ 
gether  againft  Chrift,  and  his  armies  final!  come  forth 
againft  them  by  his  word  and  fpirit  to  fight  with  them, 
in  how  auguft  and  glorious  a  manner  is  this  defcribed, 
[Rev.  xix.  11  — 16.]  4  And  I  faw  heaven  opened,  and 
1  behold  a  white  horfe,  and  he  that  fat  upon  him  is  called 
4  faithful  and  true,  &c.  And  to  reprefent  to  us  how  great 
the  vidlory  fhould  be  which  they  fhould  obtain,  and  how 
mighty  the  overthrow  of  their  enemies,  it  is  faid,  [ver.  17, 
18.]  that  4  all  the  fowls  of  heaven  are  called  together,  to 
4  eat  the  great  (upper  given  them,  of  the  flefh  of  kings, 

4  and  captains,  and  mighty  men,’  &c.  and  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  verfes  we  have  an  account  of  the  viftory  and  over¬ 
throw. 

In  this  vi£Iory,  the  feventh  phial  Lhall  be  poured  out. 
It  is  laid,  [Rev.  xvi.  16.]  of  the  great  army  that  fhould 
be  gathered  together  againft  Chrift  :  4  And  he  gathered 
4  them  together  into  a  place  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue, 

4  Armageddon  and  then  it  is  faid,  4  And  the  feventh  an- 
4  gel  poured  out  his  phial  into  the  #ir  ;  and  there  came  a 
4  great  voice  out  of  the  temple  of  heaven,  from  the 
4  throne,  faying,  It  is  done .’  Now  the  bufinefs  is  done 
for  Satan  and  his  adherents.  When  this  victory  is  ob¬ 
tained,  all  is  in  efted  done,  Satan’s  laft  and  greateft  op*, 
pofition  is  conquered  ;  all  his  mcafures  are  defeated  ;  the 
pillars  of  his  kingdom  broken,  and  will  fall  of  caurfe. 

3  T  The 


506  history  of  redemption,  ' 

I  he  devil  is  utterly  baffled  and  confounded,  and  knows 
not  what  elie  to  do.  He  now  fees  his  antichriftian,  Ma¬ 
hometan,  and  heathenilh  kingdoms  through  the  world, 
all  tumbling  about  his  ears.  He  and  Ins  mod  powerful 
infiruments  are  taken  captive.  Now  that  is  in  eftedft  done 
which  the  church  of  God  had  been  fo  long  waiting  and  ho¬ 
ping  tor,  and  fo  earneilly  crying  to  God  lor,  faying,  4  How 
mng,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true  ??  Now  the  time  is  come. 

1  he  angel  that  fet  his  right  foot  on  the  fea,  and  his 
left  foot  on  the  earth,  [Rev.  x.  5 — 7.]  lift  up  his  hand 
10  heaven,  and  fware  by  him  that  hveth  for  ever  and 
ever,  who  created  heaven,  and  all  things  that  therein  are, 
and  the  earth,  and  the  things  that  therein  are,  and  the 
tea^,  and  the  things  which  are  therein,  that  when  the  fe- 
venth  angel  fhould  come  to  found,  the  time  fhould  be  no 
longer.  And  now  the  time  is  come;  now  the  feventh 
trumpet  founds,  and  the  feventh  phial  is  poured  out,  both 
together  ;  intimating,  that  now  all  is  finifhed  as  to  the 
overthrow  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  on  earth.  This 
vidlory  Hi  all  be  by  far  the  greateft  that  ever  was  obtained 
over  Satan  and  his  adherents.  By  this  blow,  with  which 
the  hone  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  fhall 
ilrike  the  image  of  gold,  and  filver,  and  brafs,  and  iron, 
and  clay,  it  fhall  all  be  broken  to  pieces.  Tins  will  be  a 
ftnifhing  blow  to  the  image,  fo  that  it  fhall  become  as  the 
chaff  of  the  fummer  threfhing  floor.  [See  Dan.  ii.  35.] 
In  this  victory  will  be  a  moil  glorioys  difplay  of  di¬ 
vine  power.  Chrift  fhall  therein  appear  in  the  character 
of  King  of  kings ,  and  Lord  of  lords ,  [Rev.  xix.  16.]  and 
ill  all  dafh  his  enemies,  even  the  ftrongeft  and  proudeft  of 
them,  in  pieces  ;  as  a  potter’s  veffel  fhall  they  be  broken 
to  fhivers.  Then  fhall  ffrength  be  fhown  out  of  weak- 
nefs,  and  Chrift  fhall  caufe  his  church  as  it  were  to  threfh 
the  mountains,  [Ifa.  xli.  15.]  4  Behold,  I  will  make  thee  a 
6  new  fharp  threfhing  inftrument  having  teeth  :  thou  fhait 
c  threfh  the  mountains,  and  beat  them  fmall,  and  fhait 
make  the  hills  as  chaff.’  [See  alfo  Ifa.  xliii.  iy — 15.] 
(6.)  Confequent  on  this  viHory,  Satan’s  vifible  king¬ 
dom  cm  earth  fhall  he  dpftroyed*  When  Satan  L  con¬ 
quered 
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quered  in  this  laft  battle,  the  church  of  Chrift  will  have 
eafy  work  of  it  ;  as  when  Jofhua  and  the  children  of 
Ifrael  had  obtained  that  great  victory  over  the  live  kings 
of  the  Amorites,  [Jofh.  x.  5  —  14.]  when  the  fun  Hood 
Hill,  and  God  fent  great  hailftones  upon  their  enemies, 
they  after  that  went  from  one  city  to  another,  and  burnt, 
them  with  fire  :  they  had  eafy  work  of  fubduing  the  cities 
and  country  to  which  they  belonged.  So  it  was  alio  af¬ 
ter  that  other  great  battle  that  Jolhua  had  with  that  great 
multitude  at  the  waters  of  Merom.  [  Jofh.  xi.  5 — 9.]  So 
after  this  glorious  vidlory  of  Chrifl  and  his  church  over 
their  enemies,  the  chief  powers  of  Satan’s  kingdom,  they 
fh a  11  deftroy  that  kingdom  in  all  thole  cities  and  countries 
to  which  they  belong.  Then  the  word  of  God  fhall 
have  a  fwift  progrefs  through  the  earth  ;  as  is  laid,  that 
on  the  pouring  out  of  the  feventh  phial,  6  the  cities  of  the 
6  nations  fell,  and  every  ifland  fled  away,  and  the  moun- 
4  tains  were  not  found,’  [Rev.  xvi.  19,  20.]  When  once 
the  Hone  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  had  bro¬ 
ken  the  image  in  pieces,  it  was  eafy  to  abolifh  all  remains 
of  it.  The  very  wind  will  carry  it  away  as  the  chaff  of 
the  fummer  threffiing-floor.  Becaufe  Satan’s  vifible  king¬ 
dom  on  earth  fhall  now  be  deHroyed,  therefore  it  is  faid^ 
that  the  feventh  phial,  by  which  this  fhall  be  done,  fhall  be 
poured  out  into  the  air;  which  is  reprefented  in  fcripture  as 
the  ipecial  feat  of  his  kingdom  ;  for  he  is  called  4  the  prince 
4  of  the  power  of  the  air.’  [Eph.  ii.  2.]  Now  is  come  the 
time  for  punifhing  Leviathan,  that  piercing  ferpent,  of 
which  we  read,  [Ifa.  xxvii.  i.J  4  In  that  day  the  Lord  with 
4  his  fore  and  great  and  Hrong  fword,  fhall  punifh  Levia- 
‘  than  the  piercing  ferpent,  even  Leviathan,  that  crooked 
4  ferpent,  and  he  fhall  flay  the  dragon  that  is  in  the  fea.’ 

Concerning  this  overthrow  of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom 
on  earth,  I  would,  [1.]  Show  wherein  this  overthrow 
of  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  will  chiefly  condiff  ;  [2.]  The 
extent  and  uriiverfality  of  this  overthrow. 

[1.]  I  would  fh o w  wherein  this  overthrow  of  Satan’s 
kingdom  will  chiefly  conflli.  I  fhall  mention  the  princi¬ 
pal  things  in  which  it  will  conflH,  without  pretending  to 
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determine  in  what  order  they  fhall  come  to  pafs,  orwhick 
fliail  be  accompliihed  firft,  or  whether  they  (hall  be  ac- 
compiifhed  together. 

Herefics,  infidelity,  and  fuperjlition ,  among  thofe  who 
have  been  brought  up  under  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  will 
then  be  abolifhed.  Then  there  will  be  an  end  to  Soci- 
nianifm,  Arianifm,  Quakerifm,  and  Arminianifm  ;  and 
Dei fm,  which  is  now  fo  bold  and  confident  in  infidelity, 
fliail  then  be  ciufhed  to  nothing  ;  and  all  fliail  agree  in 
the  fame  great  and  important  do&rines  of  the  gofpel  ; 
agreeable  to  that  promife,  [Zech.  xiv.  9.]  4  And  the  Lord 
ihall  be  king  over  all  the  earth  :  in  that  day  fliail  there 
be  one  Loid,  and  his  name  one.’  Then  fhall  all  fuper- 
flit  ion.  be  ahohfhed,  and  all  fliail  agree  in  worshipping 
God  in  his  own  ways  ;  [Jer.  xxxii.  39.]  4  And  I  will 
give  them  one  heart,  and  one  way,  that  they  may  fear 
1  me  for  ever,  for  the  good  of  them,  and  of  their  chil- 
£  dren  after  them.’ 

1  he  kingdom  of  antichrifl  fhall  be  utterly  overthrown. 
His  kingdom  and  dominion  has  been  much  brought  down 
already  by  the  phial  poured  out  on  his  throne  in  the  Re¬ 
formation  ;  but  then  it  fliail  be  utterly  deflroyed.  Then, 
fhall  be  proclaimed,  4  Babylon  is  fallen,  is  fallen.’  When 
the  Seventh  angel  lounds,  4  the  time,  times  and  half,  fhall 
be  out,  and  the  time  fhall  be  no  longer.’  Then  fhall 
be  accomplifhed  concerning  antichrifl  the  things  which 
are  written,  [Rev.  xviii.]  concerning  the  fpiritual  Baby¬ 
lon,  that  has  lor  fo  many  ages  been  the  great  enemy  of 
the  Chrillian  church,  firfl  under  heathenifm,  t  hen  under 
popery :  that  proud  city  which  lifted  herfelf  up  to  hea¬ 
ven,  and  above  God  himfelf  in  her  pride  and  haughtinefs ; 
that  cruel,  bloody  city,  fhall  come  down  to  the  ground. 
Then  fhall  that  be  fulfilled,  [Ifa.  xxvi.  5.]  6  For  he 
*  bringeth  down  them  that  dwell  011  high,  the  lofty  city 
4  he  layetii  it  low,  he  layetli  it  low,  even  to  the  ground, 
1  he  bringeth  it  even  to  the  dull.’  She  fhall  be  thrown 
6  down  with  violence,  like  a  great  mililone  call  into  the 
fea,  and  Ihall  be  found  no  more  at  all,  and  fhall  become 
4  ail  habitation  of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  fpi- 
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*  Fit,  and  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful  ‘bird.’  Now 
fhall  fhe  be  flripped  of  all  her  glory,  and  riches,  and  or¬ 
naments,  and  fhall  be  calf  out  as  an  abominable  branch, 
and  fhall  be  trodden  down  as  the  mire  of  the  flreets.  All 
her  policy  and  craft,  in  which  fhe  fo  abounded,  fhall  not 
lave  her.  And  God  fhall  make  his  people,  who  have 
been  fo  perfecuted  by  her,  to  come  and  put  their  foot  on 
the  neck  of  antichrifl,  and  he  fhall  be  their  footflooi. 
All  the  flrength  and  wifdom  of  this  great  harlot  fhall  fail 
her,  and  there  fhall  be  none  to  help  her.  The  kings  of 
the  earth,  who  before  gave  their  power  and  flrength  to 
the  beafl,  fhall  now  hate  her,  and  fhall  make  her  defolate 
and  naked,  and  fhall  eat  her  flefh,  and  burn  her  with 
fire,  [Rev.  xvii.  16.] 

The  Adahometan  kingdom  fnall  be  utterly  overthrown  : 
the  locuiis  and  horfemen  [Rev.  ix.  io.]  have  their  ap¬ 
pointed  and  limited  time  fet  them,  and  the  falfe  prophet 
fhall  be  taken  and  defiroyed.  And  then,  though  Maho- 
metanifm  has  been  fo  vaflly  propagated  in  the  world,  and 
is  upheld  by  fucli  a  great  empire,  this  frnoke,  which  has 
afeended  out  of  the  bottomlefs  pit,  fhall  be  utterly  Mat¬ 
tered  before  the  light  of  that  glorious  day,  and  the  Maho¬ 
metan  empire  fhall  fall  at  the  found  of  the  great  trumpet 
which  fhall  then  be  blown. 

JevjlJJ)  infidelity  fhall  then  be  overthrown.  However 
obllinate  they  have  been  now  for  above  1700  years  in 
rejefling  Chrift,  and  though  inftances  of  their  conver- 
fion  have  been  fo  rare  ever  fince  the  deflruflion  of  Jem- 
falem,  and  they  have,  againft  the  plain  words  of  their 
own  prophets,  continued  to  approve  of  the  cruelty  of  their 
forefathers  in  crucifying  Chrill ;  yet  when  this  day  comes, 
the  thick  vail  that  blinds  their  eyes  fhall  be  removed. 
[II.  Cor.  iii.  16.]  divine^grace  fhall  melt  and  renew  their 
hard  hearts,  ‘  and  they  fhall  look  on  him  whom  they 
‘  have  pierced,  and  they  fhall  mourn  for  him,  as  one 
*  mourneth  for  his  only  fon,  and  fhall  be  in  bitternefs  as 
‘  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firfl-born,’  [Zech.  xii. 
10,  See. ]  And  then  fhall  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  be  faved  ; 
the  Jews  in  all  their  difperfions  fhall  call  away  their  old 
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infidelity  ,  fhall  hn\c  their  hearts  wonderfully  ^changed# 
and  abhor  themfelves  for  their  pa  ft  unbelief  and  obfti- 
itacy  ;  and  fhall  flow  together  to  the  blefled  Jefus,  peni¬ 
tently,  humbly,  and  joyfully  owning  him  as  their  glorious 
King  and  only  Saviour,  and  fhall,  with  one  heart  and 
voice,  declare  his  prailes  unto  other  nations. 

Nothing  is  more  certainly  foretold,  than  this,  national 
conversion  of  the  Jews  is  in  the  xith.  chapter  of  Romans , 
And  there  are  alfo  many  pafiages  of  the  Old  Teftament 
which  cannot  well  be  interpreted  in  any  other  fenfe. 
v\ ! , . c li  I  lhall  not  now  particularly  mention.  Eeiides  the 
pi  ophecies  ol  the  calling  of  the  Jews,  we  have  a  remarka¬ 
ble  feal  of  the  fulfilment  of  this  great  event  in  providence, 
by  their  being  preferred  a  diftinft  nation  in  fuch  a  dif, 
peifed  condition  for  above  1600  years,  which  is  a  kind 
of  continual  miracle,  (x)  When  they  fhall  be  called, 

then 

(x)  Preservation  cj  the  Jews.]  u  I  have  often  amufedmy- 
felt  (fays  Mr.  Addison)  with  (peculations  on  the  race  of  peoole 
called  Jews,  many  of  whom  1  have  met  with  in  moll  of  the  confi- 
ilerable  towns  which  t  have  palled  through  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels.  They  are,  indeed,  fo  diffeminated  through  all  the  trad¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  world,  that  they  are  become  the  inflruments  by 
which  the  moil  diflant  nations  converfe  with  one  another,  and  by 
which  mankind  are  knit  together  in  a  general  correipondence  :  they 
are  like  the  pegs  arid  nails  in  a  great  building,  which,  though 
they  are  but  little  valued  in  themfelves,  are  abfolutely  neceflarv  to 
keep  the  whole  frame  together. 

4i  The  Jews  are  looked  upon  by  many  to  be  as  numerous  at  pre¬ 
sent,  as  they  were  formerly  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  This  is  won¬ 
derful,  Coniidering  the  dreadful  daughter  made  of  them  under 
fome  of  the  Roman  emperors,  which  hiftorians  deferibe  by  the 
death  of  many  hundred  thoulands  in  a  wrar  ;  and  the  innumerable 
maflacres  and  perfecutions  they  have  undergone  in  Turkey,  as 
well  as  in  all  Chriftian  nations  of  the  world.  The  Rabbins,  toex- 
prefs  the  great  havock  which  has  been  fometimes  made  of  them, 
tell  us,  after  their  ufual  manner  of  hyperbole,  that  there  were 
fuch  torrents  of  holy  blood  filed  as  carried  rocks  of  an  hundred 
yards  in  circumference  above  three  miles  into  thefea. 

44  Their  dilperfion.  is  the  fecond  remarkable  particular  in  this 
people.  They  (warm  over  all  the  Eafl ;  and  are  fettled  in  the  re- 
rooteil  parts  of  China  :  they  are  fpread  through  moil  of  the  nations 
of  Europe  and  Africa,  and  many  families  of  them  are  eflablifhed  in 
the  WeA  Indies ;  not  to  mention  whole  nations  bordering  on  Pref- 
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then  (hall  that  ancient  people,  that  were  alone  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  for  So  long  a  time,  be  received  again,  never  to  be  re¬ 
jected  more  :  they  fhall  then  be  gathered  into  one  fold 

toge- 

ter- John’s  country,  and  fome  difeovered  in  the  mnci  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  if  we  may  give  any  credit  to  tneir  own  writers. 

it  Their  firm  adherence  to  their  religion  is  no  lefs  remarkable 
than  their  numbers  and  difperfion,  elpecially  confidering  it  as  per- 
fecuted  or  contemned  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.  J  his  is 
like  wife  the  more  remarkable,  if  we  confider  the  frequent  apodafies 
of  this  people,  when  they  lived  under  their  kings  in  the  Land  of 
Promife,  and  within  fight  of  their  temple. 

“  If  in  the  next  place  we  examine,  what  may  be  the  natural  rea- 
fons  for  thefe  three  particulars  which  we  find  in  the  Jews,  and 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  religion  or  people,  I  can, 
in  the  firft  place,  attribute  their  numbers  to  nothing  but  their  con- 
ftant  employment,  their  abftinence,  their  exemption  from  wars, 
and,  above  all,  their  frequent  marriages,  for  they  look  on  celi¬ 
bacy  as  an  accurfed  date,  and  generally  are  married  before  twenty, 
ns  hoping  the  Mefiiah  may  deicend  from  them. 

u  The  difperlion  of  the  Jews  into  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  is 
the  fecond  remarkable  particular  of  that  people,  though  not  fo 
hard  to  be  accounted  for.  They  were  always  in  rebellions  and 
tumults  while  they  had  the  temple  and  holy  city  in  view,  for 
which  reafon  they  have  been  often  driven  out  of  their  old  habita¬ 
tions  in  the  Land  of  Promife.  They  have  as  often  been  banifhed 
out  of  molt  other  places  where  they  have  fettled,  which  mud  very 
much  difperfe  and  Latter  a  people,  and  oblige  them  to  feek  a  live¬ 
lihood  where  they  can  find  it.  Belides,  the  whole  people  is  now 
a  race  of  fuch  merchants  as  are  wanderers  by  profeffion,  and  at  the 
fame  time  are  in  mod,  if  not  all,  places  incapable  of  either  lands 
or  offices,  that  might  engage  them  to  make  any  part  of  the  world 
their  home. 

44  This  difperfion  would  probably  have  loft  their  religion,  had  it 
not  been  fecured  by  the  {Length  of  its  conftitution ;  for  they  arc 
to  live  all  in  a  body,  and  generally  within  the  fame  enclofure  ;  to 
marry  among  themfelves,  and  to  eat  no  meats  that  are  not  killed 
or  prepared  their  own  way.  This  flints  them  out  from  all  table 
conversation,  and  the  mo  ft  agreeable  intercourfes  of  life  ;  and,  by 
confequence,  excludes  them  from  the  mod  probable  means  of 
converlion. 

44  If,  in  the  lad  place,  we  confider  what  providential  reafon 
may  be  affigned  for  thefe  three  particulars,  we  {liall  find  that  their 
numbers,  difperfion,  and  adherence  to  their  religion,  have  fur-< 
n idled  every  age,  and  every  nation  of  the  world,  with  the  dronged 
arguments  for  the  Chridian  faith  ;  not  only  as  thefe  very  particu¬ 
lars  are  foretold  of  them,  but  as  they  themfelves  are  the  depoli- 
jtanes  of  thefe  and  all  the  other  prophecies,  which  tend  to  their 

own 
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together  \vk1i  the  Gentiles ;  and  fo  alfio  fhafl  the  remains 
*>t  the  ten  tribes,  wherever  they  be,  and  though  they  have 
been  rejeaed  much  longer  than  the  Jews,  be  brought  in 
with  their  brethren.  The  prophecies  of  Hofea  efpecially 
ieem  to  hold  this  forth,  that  in  the  future  glorious  times 
oi  tne  church,  botli  Judah  and  Ephraim,  or  Judah  and 
the  ten  tribes,  f h all  be  brought  in  together,  and  fhall  be 
vmited  as  one  people,  as  they  formerly  were  under  David 
and  Solomon  ;  4  Then  fhall  the  children  of  Judah  and  the 

*  children  of  Ifrael  be  gathered  together,  and  appoint 

*  themfelves  one  head/  [Hofea  i.  i  i.]  and  fo  in  the  Jaft 
enaptei ,  and  other  parts  of  his  prophecy.  Though  we 
do  not  know  the  time  in  which  this  converfion  of  the  na¬ 
tion  or  Ifrael  will  come  to  pafs  ;  yet  thus  much  we  may 
determine  by  feripture,  that  it  will  be  before  the  glory  of 
the  Gentile  part  or  the  church  ihall  be  fully  accomplifhed  ; 
became  it  is  laid,  that  their  coming  m  ihall  4  be  life  front 

*  the  dead  to  the  Gentiles/  [Rom.  xi.  12- — 15.] — [y> 

Then 


oy  n  con ful ion.  Their  number  furnifhes  us  with  a  iufficienl  cloud 
of  w  itne lies  that  atteif  the  truth  of  the  Old  Bible.  Their  diiper- 
hon  fpreads  thefe  witneffes  through  all  parts  of  the  world.  The 
adherence  to  their  religion  makes  their  teihmony  unqueiHonable.’* 

[Spectator,  No.  495.] 

.  To  ftrengthen  thefe  remarks,  we  fliall  add  the  following  aneo 
octe  A  perlon,  the  former  part  of  whole  life  was  fpent  in  vice, 
when  he  became  thoughtful  of  death  and  eternity,  was  fliaken  in 
mind  from  day  to  day  with  many  doubts  about  the  truth  of  the 
Chnfiian  faith  ;  and  being  upon  the  point  of  a  refolution  to  re¬ 
nounce  it,  as  he  was  palling  through  a  Erect  in  the  city,  he  caff  his 
eye  upon  a  Jew';  prefently  his  doubts  vanifhed,  and  by  the  blelT- 
ing  of  God  attending  that  providential  occurrence,  he  became  a 
confirmed  believer. 

[Winter^  Sermons  on  Dan.  p,  153.] 

^  (y)  The  restoration  of  the  Jews.]  Mr.  Locke  [in  loc.] 
gives  us  the  fubflance  of  the  xith.  chapter  of  the  Romans  above  re^ 
ferred  to  in  a  few  words:  44  St.  Paul  in  this  chapter  goes  on  to 
ihew  the  future  fiate  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  as  to  Chriilianity, 
viz.  that  though  the  Jews  were  for  their  unbelief  rejected,  and  the 
Gentiles  taken  in  their  room  to  be  the  people  of  God  ;  yet  there 
was  a  few  of  the  Jews  that  believed  in  Chriil,  and  fo  a  fmall  rem-. 
nant  of  them  continued  to  be  God’s  people,  being  incorporated 
with  the  converted  Gentiles  into  the  Chriil ian  church.  But  whecy 

the 


TO  THE  FALL  OF  ANTICHRIST.  5 13 


Then  Audi  alfo  Satan’s  heatheni/h  kingdom  be  over¬ 
thrown.  Grofs  heathen i fin  now  poileffes  a  great  part  of 
the  earth,  and  there  are  fuppofed  to  be  more  heathens 
now  in  the  world,  than  of  all  other  profMIons  taken  to¬ 
gether,  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Chriftians.  But  then  the 
heathen  nations  toll  be  enlightened  with  the  glorious  gof- 
pel.  There  will  be  a  wonderful  fpirit  ot  pity  towards 
them,  and  zeal  for  their  inftruftion  and  converfion  put 
into  multitudes,  and  many  toll  go  forth  and  carry  the 
.gofpel  unto  them  ;  and  then  Uiall  the  joyful  found  be 
heard  among  them,  and  the  Sun  of  righteoufnels  fhall 
arilc  with  his  glorious  light  Alining  on  thofe  many  vail 
regions  of  the  earth  that  have  been  covered  with  heathen- 
ifh  darknefs  for  feme  thoufand  years,  many  of  them 
doubtlefs  ever  Alice  the  time  of  Mofes  and  Abraham,  and 
have  Iain  thus  long  in  a  miferable  condition,  under  the 
cruel  tyranny  of  the  devil,  who  lias  all  this  while  blinded 


the  fullnefs  of  the  Gentiles  is  come  in,  [fee  ver.  25,  26.]  the  whole 
nation  of  them  fhall  be  converted  to  the  gofpel,  and  again  be  re- 
ilored  to  be  the  people  of  God.” 

Dr.  W.  Harris  juftly  obferves,  that  u  as  this  epiftle  was  writ¬ 
ten  ....  long  after  the  moil  remarkable  converfion  of  the  Jews, 
by  the  firil  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  after  Paul  had  been  about 
thirty  years  engaged  in  the  Work,  it  appears  that  the  prophecies 
relating  to  the  calling  of  the  Jews  were  not  accomplifhed  then,  and 
confequently  are  not  yet  accomplifhed.”  [Dif.  on  the  Meffiah, 
p.  91  •  J 


Dr.  Whitby,  [in  loc. j  very  jnftly  obferves,  that  there  is  a  dou¬ 
ble  harveft  of  the  Gentiles  fpoken  of  in  this  chapter;  the  firft  called 
their  riches,  [ver.  12.]  as  confiding  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  all 
nations,  whereby  indeed  they  were  happily  enriched  with  divine 
^  ^  lt>e  and  grace  ;  the  fecond,  the  bringing  in  their  fullnefs , 
which  expreifes  a  more  glorious  converfion  of  many  to  the  true 
faith  of  Chriftians  in  the  latter  age  of  the  world,  which  is  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  converfion  of  the  Jews.” 

It  is  indeed  now  pretty  generally  agreed  among  the  learned, 
that  we  are  warranted  by  the  feriptures  to  expeCt  a  national  con- 
verfibn  or  the  Jews,  and  their  return  to  their  own  land  ;  and  the 
chief  thing  which  has  prejudiced  fo  many  perfons  againfl  this  hy- 
pothefis  is,  that  lome  divines  have  carried  it  too  far,  almoft  to 
the  reflitution  of  Judaifm  itfelf,  and  added  a  number  of  particu¬ 
lars  from  their  own  conjecture,  which  are  by  no  means  plainly 
revealed.  [G.  E.] 

3  U  and 
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nnd  made  a  prey  ol  them  from  generation  to  generation. 
Now  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  fhall  found  there,  and 

they  fhall  he  brought  out  of  darknefs  into  marvellous 
light,  (z) 

It  is  promiled  in  many  places  that  heathenifm  fhall 
thus  be  deilroyed  ;  thus  it  is  faid,  that  4  the  gods  which  have 
4  not  made  thefe  heavens  and  this  earth,  fhall  perifh  from 
c  the  earth,  and  from  under  thefe  heavens,  [Jer.  x.  11.] 

4  and  that  he  will  utterly  abolifh  idols,’  [Ifa.  ii.  iB.]  Then 

(z)  State  of  the  heathen  world,']  Divines  have  much  difpu- 
ted  about  the  faivation  of  the  heathen  ;  fome  have  precipitately 
given  them  up  entirely  to  the  devil,  and  configned  them  over  to 
everlailing  darknefs  and  defpair  ;  while  others,  fhuddering  at  lb 
horrid  an  idea,  have  ran  into  the  oppofite  extreme,  and  iuppofe, 
that  they  might  be  faved  merely  by  the  light  of  nature. 

44  I  am  perfuaded,  (fays  the  amiable  Dr.  Watts)  that  God  ne¬ 
ver  did,  nor  will  forgive  the  fin  of  any  man,  ....  but  upon  the 
account  of  what  Jefus  has  done  and  fuffered,  .  .  .  fo  that  if  hea¬ 
thens  are  faved,  I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  merit  of  Chrift  and  his 
death.  4  There  is  faivation  in  no  other,  nor  is  there  any  other 
4  name  whereby  men  may  be  faved,’  [Acts  iv.  12.]  ....  But, 
though  I  fuppofe  no  man  fhall  be  faved  but  by  virtue  of  the  me¬ 
diation  and  death  of  Chrift,  ....  yet  there  is  good  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  there  have  been  many  linners  actually  faved,  who 
never  believed  in  Jefus  Chrift,  ,  .  .  nor  ever  heard  of  his  name.” 
[Strength  and  Weaknefs  of  human  Reafon,  p.  106.] 

To  confirm  the  latter  obiervation  our  Chriftian  philofopher, 
among  other  inftances,  mentions  Cornelius ,  who  4  feared  God,  and 
4  was  accepted  of  him,’  previous  to  his  having  any  knowledge  of 
Jefus  Chrift  and  the  gofpeh  [A6ts  x.  31,  33. J 

Perfectly  confident  with  the  above  are  the  fentiments  of  the 
elegant  Monf.  Saurin  ;  44  We  will  not  fay  with  fome  divines, 
•  that  the  heathens  were  faved  by  an  implicit  faith,  ....  we  will 
not  affirm  with  Clement  of  Alexandria,  that  philofophy  was  to  the 
Greeks,  what  the  law  was  to  the  jews ;  .  .  .  .  nor  with  St.  Chry- 
foftom,  that  they  who,  defpiling  idolatry,  adored  the  Creator  .  .  . 
were  faved  without  faith  ;  .  .  .  .  [nor]  like  one  of  our  reformers, 
(Zuinglius)  place  Thefeus,  Hercules,  Numa,  &c.  with  the  pa¬ 
triarchs  .  .  .  and  apoftles ;  .  .  .  .  lefs  hill  do  we  fay  with  St.  Ali¬ 
gn  inn  that  the  Erythrean  Sybil  is  in  heaven . But  after  all, 

who  dare  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  ?  Who  dare  affirm  that 
God  could  not  reveal  himfelf  to  a  heathen  on  his  death  bed  ? 
Who  will  venture  to  fay  he  hath,  never  done  lo?”  [Sermons, 

.Yob.  ii.  p.  3 14.7 

fhall 
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lhall  the  nations  of  Africa,  the  negroes,  (a)  and  other 
heathens  who  chiefly  fill  that  quarter  of  the  world,  who 
now  feem  to  be  in  a  Rate  but  little  above  the  beails,  and 
in  fome  refpe&s  below  them,  be  enlightened  with  glori  ¬ 
ous  light,  and  delivered  from  all  their  darknefs,  and  fhall 
become  a  civilized,  intelligent,  and  holy  people.  Then 
lliall  the  vail  continent  of  America,  lo  great  a  part  of 
which  is  covered  with  barbarous  ignorance  and  cruelty, 
be  every  where  covered  with  glorious  gofpel  light  and 
Chriftian  love;  and  inilead  of  worlhipping  the  devil,  as 
now  they  do,  they  fhall  ferve  God,  and  praifes  fhall /be 
fung  every  where  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  So  may  we  expert  it  will  be  in  that  great 
and  populous  part  of  the  world,  the  Eaft  Indies,  which 
are  now  moftly  inhabited  by  the  worfhippers  of  the  devil ; 
and  fo  throughout  that  valf  country  Great  Tartary:  (b) 
then  the  kingdom  of  Chrifl  will  be  eifablifhed  in  thole 
continents  which  have  been  more  lately  difeovered  towards 
the  north  and  fouth  poles,  where  now  men  differ  very 
little  from  the  wild  beails,  excepting  that  they  wor- 

(a)  The  fate  of  the  negroes.]  May  we  not  hope  from  the 

prelent  appearance  of  things,  that  it  is  referved  for  our  age  and 
nation1  to  liberate,  at  lead  in  a  happy  degree,  thefe  miferable  out- 
calls  of  mankind,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  for  the  introduction 
of  the  gofpel  among  them  ?  which  in  their  prefent  Rate  feems 
next  to  impoffible.  [U,  S.] 

(b)  The  idolatry  of  the  Tartars.]  “  The  Dela'i  Lama  is 
‘the  grand  object  of  adoration  for  the  various  tribes  of  heathen 
Tartars,  who  roam  that  vaR  tra<R  of  continent  which  Rretches 
from  the  banks  of  the  Volga  to  Correa  on  the  fea  of  Japan  ;  the 
moR  extenfive  religious  dominion,  perhaps,  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  He  is  not  only  the  fovereign  pontiff,  the  vicegerent  of 
the  Deity  upon  earth;  but  .  .  .  the  more  remote  Tartars  abfo- 
lutely  regard  him  as  the  Deity  himfelf  They  believe  him  immor-» 
tal,  and  endowed  with  all  knowledge  and  virtue.  Every  year 
they  come  up  from  different  parts  to  worfhip  and  make  rich  of¬ 
ferings  at  his  fhrine.  .  .  .  The  orthodox  opinion  is,  that  when  the 
Grand  Lama  feems  to  die,  ....  his  foul  ....  only  quits  a  ,  .  .  , 
crazy  habitation  to  look  for  another,  .  ,  .  .  and  is  difeoyered  again 
in  the  body  of  fome  child,  by  certain  tokens  known  only  to  the 
lamas,  or  prieRs.”  [Stewart's  Account  of  Thibet,  Philo f,  Tranf* 
ybl.  lxvii.] 
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||  ihip  tilt*  devil,  and  beads  do  not.  The  fame  will  be  tlic 

ji&  cale  thole  countries  which  have  never  yet  been  diG 

covered.  Thus  will  be  glorioufly  fulfilled  that  promiie, 
;i'v,  [  Il^i.  xxxv,  i.J  4  T.  he  wildernefs  and  the  folitary  place 

|!|  ^  lhall  be  glad  for  them :  and  the  defert  fhall  rejoice  and 

I  6  bio  (Tom  as  the  role.’  [See  alfo  ver.  6,  7.] 

II  t2-J  Having  thus  fhown  wherein  this  overthrow  of 

11  Satan’s  kingdom  will  confift,  I  come  now  to  obferve  its 

j:  univerfal  extent.  The  vihble  kingdom  of  Satan  lhall  be 

overthrown,  and  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  let  up  on  the 
!i  ruins  of  it,  every  where  throughout  the  habitable  globe. 

^  Now  lhall  the  promise  made  to  Abraham  be  fulfilled,  that 

9  in  him  and  in  his  iced  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be 

Ifj  4  bleded;’  and  Chrid  now  fhall  become  the  deiire  of  all 

ft  nations,  [Haggai  ii.  7.]  Now  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  fhall, 

in  the  mod  drift  and  literal  fenle,  be  extended  to  all  11a- 
lions,  and  the  whole  earth:  There  are  many  paflages 
of  fcripture  that  can  be  underdood  in  no  other  fenfe. 
What  can  be  more  univerfal  than  this,  [Ifa.  xi.  9.]  4  For 
4  the  earth  lhall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
4  the  waters  cover  the  lea.’  As  there  is  no  channel  or  cavi¬ 
ty  of  the  lea  any  where,  but  what  is  covered  with  water;  lo 
there  fhall  be  no  part  of  the  habitable  world,  but  what  lhall 
be  covered  with  the  knowledge  of  God.  So  it  is  foretold 
[  Ifa.  xlv.  22.]  that  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  fhall  look  to 
Chrift,  and  be  laved.  And  to  fhow  that  the  words  are 
to  be  underdood  in  the  mod  univerfal  fenfe,  it  is  laid  in. 
the  next  verfe,  4  I  have  fworn  by  myfelf,  the  word  is 
*  4  gone  out  of  my  mouth  in  righteoufnels,  and  fhall  not 

4  return,  that  unto  me  every  knee  fhall  bow,  every  tongue 
4  lhall  fweard  So  the  prophet  Daniel,  [chap.  vii.  27.] 

4  And  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the 
i  4  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven ,  fhall  be  given  to  the 

|  4  people  of  the  faints  of  the  Mod  High  God.’  When 

I  ,  the  devil  was  call  out  of  the  Roman  empire,  that  being 

|  the  principal  part  of  the  world,  and  the  other  nations 

I  being  mean  in  companion  of  thofe  of  that  empire,  it  was 

I  represented  as  Satan’s  being  call  out  of  heaven  to  the 

I  earth,  [Rev.  xii.  9.]  but  it  is  reprefented  that  he  lhall 
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be  caft  out  of  the  earth  too,  and  fhut  up  in  hell,  [Rev.  18H 

,  _ o  j — This  is  the  greateft  revolution  by  far  that 

ever  c?me  to  pafs :  therefore  it  is  laid,  [Rev.  xvi.  17,  10.J 

that  011  pouring  out  the  ievcnth  phial  theie  was  a  gicat  j 

earthquake,  iuch  as  was  not  fince  men  weie  upon  eai th 3  1  ..c  I 

fo  mighty  an  earthquake  and  lo  great.  'iljifg 

(7.)  And  this  is  the  third  great  difpenfation  of  Frovi-  |H 

dcnce,  which  is  in  lcripture  compared  to  Chrilb’s  com¬ 
ing  to  judgement.  So  it  is  laid,  alter  the  lixtli  phial,  and  :<4§|P 

after  the  devil’s  armies  were  gathered  together  to  their  ijj® 

great  battle,  and  juft  before  Chrift’s  glorious  vidory  over  |fWj 

them,  [Rev.  xvi.  15.]  ‘  Behold,  I  come  quickly;  b Idled 
*  is  he  that  watclieth,  and  keepeth  his  garments.’  So  /f$f |j 

|  II.  Theft  ii.  S.]  fpeaking  of  antichrift,  it  is  laid,  4  And  $|p| 

4  then  (hall  that  wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord  (hall 
-  confume  with  the  fpirit  of  his  mouth,  and  (hall  deftroy 
4  with  the  brightnefs  of  his. coming.’  So  Chrift’s  coming 
to  let  up  his  kingdom  on  earth,  and  to  deftroy  antichrift,  ||1|| 

is  called  coming  with  clouds  of  heaven.  [Dan.  vii.  13?  1-4*3 
And  this  is  more  like  Chrift’s  laft  coming  to  judgement,  y;  | 

than  any  of  the  preceding  difpenfations  which  are  fo 
called,  on  theie  accounts  : 

[1.]  That  the  difpenfation  is  greater  and  more  uni-  h)  :v§j 

verfal,  and  lb  more  like  the  day  of  judgement,  which  re-  |||1 

fpeds  the  whole  world. 

[2.]  On  account  of  the  fpiritual  re  furred  ion  which  : 

will  accompany  it,  refembling  the  general  refurredion  at 
the  end  of  the  world.  [Rev.  xx.  4.] 

[  3.]  Becaule  of  the  terrible  judgements  and  fearful  de- 
ftrudion  which  (hall  now  be  executed  on  God’s  eneqiies. 

milffSa 

There  will  doubtlefs  be  at  the  introdudion  of  this  difpen¬ 
fation  a  vifible  and  awful  hand  of  God  againft  blalphe- 
mers,  and  obftinate  enemies  of  Chrift  ;  and  efpeciallv 
antichrift  himfelf,  which  is  compared  to  the  calling  of 
antichrift  into  the  burning  flame,  [Dan.  vii.  1 1.]  and  to 
caftine  him  alive  into  the  lake  that  burns  with  fire  and 
brimftone,  [Rev.  xix.  20.] — Then  (hall  the  cruel  church 
of  Rome  buffer  thofe  judgements  from  God,  which  fhali 
be  far  more  dreadful  than  her  crueleft  perfections  of  the 
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Jints,  [Rev.  xviii.  6,  7.]— The  judgements  which  God 

11311  execute  011  the  enemies  of  the  church,  are  i'o  great 
that  they  are  compared  to  God’s  fending  great  halftones 
tcom  heaven  upon  them,  [Rev.  xvi.  21.]  ‘  And  there  fell 

*  uPon  men  a  great  hail  out  of  heaven,  every  hone  about 
’  tiie  weight  of  a  talent :  and  men  blafphetued  God,  be- 
cauie  of  the  plague  of  the  hail  ;  for  the  plague  thereof 
‘  was  exceeding  great.’  And  now  fhall  be  the  treading  of 
the  wme-prefs  of  the  wrath  of  God,  [Rev.  xiv.  19,  20.] 
[4-j  Ibis  lball  put  an  end  to  the  church’s  fuffering 
ftate,  and  fhall  be  attended  with  their  glorious  and  joyful 
praifes.  Indeed,  after  this,  near  the  end  of  the  world, 
the  church  fhall  be  greatly  threatened  ;  but  it  is  faid  it 
fhaH  be  for  a  little  feafon,  [Rev.  xx.  3.]  for  as  the  times 
©t  the  church’s  reft  are  but  fhort,  before  the  long  day  of 
her  afflictions  are  at  an  end,  fo  whatever  affliftion  fhe 
may  Inner  after  this,  it  will  be  very  fhort :  but  otherwife 
tfie  day  ot  the  church’s  affliftion  and  perfection  fhall. 
now  come  to  a  final  end.  The  fcriptures,  in  many 
places,  Ipeak  or  this  time  as  the  end  of  the  fuffering  ftate 
of  the  church.  [Ifa.  li.  22.]  God  fays  to  his  church,  with 
rclpeft  lO  this  time,  ‘  Behold,  I  have  taken  out  of  thine 
liana  the  cup  ot  trembling,  even  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of 
4  mY  ^ury  ;  thou  {halt  no  more  drink  it  again.’  [Ch.  xl. 
1,  2.j  Comfort  ve,  comfort  ye  my  people,  faith  your 
Goa.  Speak  ye  comfortably  unto  Jerufalem,  and  cry 
unto  her  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  ini— 

*  quitv  is  pardoned  ;  for  file  hath  received  of  the  Lord’s 
4  hand  double  for  all  her  fins.’  [Ch.  xl.  20. J  ‘  The 

*  Lord  lha11  be  thine  everlafling  light,  and  the  days  of 
‘  thy  mourning  fhall  be  ended.’  [Zeph.  iii.  15.]  ‘  The 
4  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  judgements,  he  hath  caft  out 
4  thine  enemy  :  the  King  of  Ifrael,  even  the  Lord,  is  in 

the  mid  ft  ot  thee  ;  thou  (halt  not  fee  evil  any  more.’ 
[See  alfo  Ifa.  liv.  8,  9.] 

The  time  which  hath  been  before  this,  hath  been  the 
church’s  lowing  time,  wherein  file  lowed  in  tears  and  in 
blood  ;  but  now  is  her  harveft,  wherein  Ihe  will  come 
again  rejoicing,  bringing  her  iheaves  with  her.  Now  the 

time 
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time  of  the  travail  of  the  woman  cloathed  with  the  fun  is 
at  an  end  :  now  (he  hath  brought  forth  her  ion  ;  for  this 
glorious  fetting  up  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  through  the 
world,  is  what  the  church  had  been  in  travail  for,  with 
fuch  terrible  pangs,  for  fo  many  ages;  [Ifa.  xxvi.  17.] 

6  Like  as  a  woman  with  child  that  drawefh  near  the  time 
6  of  her  delivery,  is  in  pain,  and  crieth  out  in  her  pangs  : 

4  fo  have  we  been  in  thy  fight,  O  Lord.’  [See  ch.  lx.  2  0. 
and  lxi.  10,  1  1.]  And  now  the  church  1  hall  forget  her 
forrow,  fince  a  man-child  is  born  into  the  world  :  now 
fucceed  her  joyful  praife  and  triumph.  Her  praifes  fhall 
then  go  up  to  God  from  all  parts  of  the  earth  ;  f  Ifa.  xlii. 
10 — i  2.]  And  praife  (hall  not  only  fill  the  earth,  but  alfo 
heaven.  The  church  on  earth,  and  the  church  in  hea¬ 
ven,  (hail  both  glorioufly  rejoice  and  praife  God,  as  with 
one  heart,  on  that  occafion.  Without  doubt  it  will  be  a 
time  of  very  diflinguifhed  joy  and  praife  among  the  holy 
prophets  and  apoflles,  and  other  faints  in  heaven  :  [Rev. 
xxiii.  20.]  4  Rejoice  over  her,  thou  heaven,  and  ye  holy 
4  apoflles  and  prophets,  for  God  hath  avenged  you  on 
4  her.’  [Ifa.  xliv.  23.]  4  Sing,  O  ye  heavens,  for  the 
4  Lord  hath  done  it  ;  fhout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth  : 

4  break  forth  into  finging,  ye  mountains,  O  foreft,  and 
4  every  tree  therein  :  for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob, 

4  and  glorified  himfelf  in  Ifrael.’  See  what  joyful  praifes 
are  fung  to  God  on  this  occafion  by  the  univerfal  church 
in  heaven  and  earth,  [Rev.  xix.  1 — 7.]  4  Allelujah,  fal- 
vation  and  honor  and  power  unto  the  Lord  our  God, 

[5.]  This  difpenfation  is  above  all  preceding  ones,  like 
Ch  rill’s  coming  to  judgement,  in  that  it  puts  an  end 
to  the  former  Rate  of  the  world,  and  introduces  his  ever- 
lafting  kingdom.  Now  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  fhall  he 
overthrown,  after  it  has  Rood  ever  fince  the  building  of 
Babel  ;  and  the  old  heavens  and  the  old  earth  fhall  pafs 
away,  and  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth  be  fet  up  in  a 
far  more  glorious  manner  than  ever  before. 

Th  us  I  have  fliown  how  the  fuccefs  of  ChriR’s  pur- 
chafe  has  been  carried  on  through  the  times  of  the  affiifled 
Rate  of  the  ChnRian  church,  trom  ChriR’s  refurredfion, 

until 
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until  antichnft  is  fallen,  and  Satan’s  v iliblc  kingdom  on 
earth  is  overthrown. 


§  IV.  The  success  of  Christ’s  Redemption  car- 

RIED  ON  IN  A  PROSPEROUS  STATE. 

I  COM  E  now  to  fhow  how  the  fuccefs  of  redemption 
will  be  carried  on  through  that  fpace  wherein  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  ill  all  for  the  moll  part  be  in  a  Hate  of  peace 
and  profperity.  And  in  order  to  this,  I  would,  i.  fpeak 
of  the  profperous  Hate  of  the  church  through  the  greater 
part  of  this  period.  2.  Of  the  great  apoftafy  there  (hall 
be  towards  the  clofe  of  it. 

1.  I  would  fpeak  of  the  profperous  date  of  the  church 
through  the  greater  part  of  this  period.  And  here  obferve, 

(1.)  That  this  is  raoft  properly  the  time  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  upon  earth.  Though  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  was  in  a  degree  fet  up  foon  after  Chrift’s  refurreftion, 
and  in  a  farther  degree  in  the  time  of  Conflantine  ;  and 
though  the  Chriflian  church  in  all  ages  of  it  is  called  the 
kin  gdom  of  heaven  ;  yet  this  is  moil  eminently  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven  upon  earth,  the  time  principally  intended 
by  the  prophecies  of  Daniel,  which  fpeak  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  whence  the  Jews  took  the  expreffion.  [See 
Dan.  ii.  44.] 

(2.)  That  this  is  the  grand  period  for  the  fulfilment 
of  all  the'  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teflament  which  fpeak 
of  the  glorious  times  of  the  gofpel  in  the  latter  days. 
Though  there  has  been  a  bleffed  fulfilment  of  thofe prophe¬ 
cies  already,  in  the  times  of  the  apoflles,  and  of  Con¬ 
it  an  tine  ;  yet  the  exprelfions  are  too  high  to  fuit  any 
other  time  entirely,  but  that  which  is  to  fucceed  the  fall 
of  antichrifl.  This  is  moll  properly  the  glorious  day  of 
the  gofpel.  Other  times  are  only  forerunners  and  prepa¬ 
ratories  to  this  ;  other  times  were  the  feed-time,  but  this 
is  the  harvefl. — But  more  particularly, 

[1.]  It  will  be  a  time  of  great  light  and  knowledge. 
The  prefent  days  are  days  of  darknefsx  in  companion  of 
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thofe  days.  The  light  of  that  glorious  time  fhall  be  fa 
great,  that  it  is  rep  relented  as  though  there  fhould  them 
be  no  night,  but  only  day  ;  no  evening  nor  darknefs. 
[Zech.  xiv.  6,  7.]  ‘  And  it  Hi  all  come  to  pafs  in  that 

‘  day,  that  the  light  fhall  not  be  clear,  nor  dark.  But  it 
6  fhall  be  one  day,  which  fhall  be  known  to  the  Lord, 

*  not  day,  nor  night :  but  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  at 
4  evening-time  it  ihall  be  light.’  It  is  further  reprefented, 
as  though  God  would  then  give  fuch  light  to  his  church, 
that  it  fhould  fo  much  exceed  the  glory  of  the  light  of  the 
fun  and  moon,  that  they  fhould  be  afhamed  :  [Ifa.  xxiv. 
23.]  4  Then  the  moon  fhall  be  confounded,  and  the  fun 
4  afhamed,  when  the  Lord  of  hofls  fhall  reign  in  Mount 
4  Zion,  and  in  Jerufalem,  and  before  his  ancients  glo- 
4  rioufly.’  There  is  a  kind  of  veil  now  cafl  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  world,  which  keeps  them  in  darknefs  ; 
but  then  this  veil  fhall  be  deftroyed  :  [Ifa,  xxv.  7.]  4  And 
4  he  will  deflroy  in  this  mountain  the  face  of  the  covering 
4  cafl  over  all  people,  and  the  veil  that  is  fpread  over  all 
4  nations.’  And  then  all  countries  and  nations,  even 
thofe  which  are  now  more  ignorant,  fhall  be  full  of  light 
and  knowledge  ;  and  not  only  divines,  but  ordinary 
Chriflians  fhall  then  be  very  intelligent  in  religion  ;  [Ifa. 
xxxii.  3,  4.]  4  The  eyes  of  them  that  fee,  fhall  not  be 
4  dim  ;  and  the  ears  of  them  that  hear,  fhall  hearken, 

4  The  heart  alfo  of  the  rafh  fhall  underhand  knowledge.’ 
[Jer.  xxxi.  34.]  4  And  they  fhall  teach  no  more  every 
4  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother,  faying, 

4  Know  the  Lord  ;  for  they  fhall  all  know  me,  from  the 
4  leafl^of  them  unto  the  greatefl  of  them.'  There  fhall 
then  be  a  wonderful  unravelling  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
doflrines  of  religion,  and  a  clearing  up  of  feeming  incon- 
fiftencies  :  [Ifa.  xl.  4,  5.]  4  Crooked  things  fhall  be 

*  made  ftraight,  and  rough  places  plain,  and  darknefs 
‘  fhall  become  light  before  God2s  people.’  Difficulties  in 
feripture  fhall  then  be  cleared  up,  and  myfleries  difeovered 
in  the  word  of  God,  which  were  never  revealed  before. 
This  feems  to  be  compared  to  removing  the  veil,  and  dif- 
fevering  the  ark  of  the  teftimony  to  the  people,  which  be- 
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lore  ufed  to  be  kept  in  the  fecret  part  of  the  temple,  and' 
was  never  feen  by  them.  Thus,  at  the  founding  of  the 
{eventh  angel,  when  it  is  proclaimed,  [Rev.  xi.  15.] 
That  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the  king- 

*  doms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Chrift  it  is  added,  [ver. 

1 9-J  that  the  temple  of  God  was  opened  in  heaven,  and 

*  tiiere  was  feen  in  his  temple  the  ark  of  his  teftament.’  So 
great  fhall  be  the  increafe  of  knowledge  in  this  time,  that 
heaven  fhall  be  as  it  were  opened  to  the  church  of  God 
on  earth, 

[2.]  It  fhall  be  a  time  of  great  holinefs.  Now  vital 
religion  fhall  every  where  prevail  and  reign.  Religion 
fhall  not  bean  empty  profeflion,  as  it  now  moftly  is,  but 
holinefs  of  heart  and  life  fhall  abundantly  prevail.  Thofc 
times  fhall  be  an  exception  from  what  Chrift  fays  of  the 
ordinary  Rate  of  the  church,  viz.  that  there  fhall  be  but 
few  faved  ;  for  now  holinefs  fhall  become  general :  [Ifa. 
lx.  21.]  •  Ihy  people  alfo  fhall  be  all  righteous.’  Not 
that  there  will  be  none  remaining  in  a  Chriftlefs  condi¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  vifible  wickednefs  fhall  be  fupprefted  every 
where,  and  true  holinefs  fhall  become  general,  though 
not  univerfal.  And  it  fhall  be  a  wonderful  time,  not 
only  for  the  multitude  of  godly  men,  but  for  eminency  of 
grace;  [Ifa.  Ixv.  20.]  4  There  fhall  be  no  more  thence 
?  an  infant  of  days,  nor  an  old  man  that  hath  not  filled 
4  his  days  :  for  the  child  fhall  die  an  hundred  years  old, 
£  but  the  finner  being  an  hundred  years  old,  fhall  be  ac- 
4  curfed.’  [Zech.  xii.  8.]  4  He  that  is  feeble  among  them 
4  at  that  day  fhall  be  as  David  ;  and  the  houfe  of  David 
4  final  1  he  as  God,  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  before  them.’ 
And  holinefs  fhall  then  be  as  it  were  infcribed  on  every 

j 

thing,  on  all  men’s  common  bufinefs  and  employments, 
and  the  common  utenfils  of  life:  all  fhall  be  as  it  were 
dedicated  to  God,  and  applied  to  holy  purpofes :  every 
thing  fit  all  then  be  done  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  [Ifa.  xxiii. 
18.]  4  And  her  merchandife  and  her  hire  fhall  be  holi- 
4  nefs  to  the  Lord.5  [Zech.  xiv.  20,  21.] — And  as  God’s 
people  then  fhall  be  eminent  in  holinefs  of  heart,  fo  they 
fhall  be  alio  in  holinefs  of  life  and  praftiee, 
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[3.]  It  fhall  be  a  time  wherein  religion  lhall  in  every 
refpe£t  be  uppermolt  in  the  world.  It  lhall  be  had  in 
great  efleem  and  honour*  The  laints  have  hitherto  for 

O 

the  1110ft  part  been  kept  under,  and  wicked  men  have 
governed  ;  but  now  they  will  be  uppermolt.  I  he  king-' 
dom  lhall  be  given  into  4  the  hands  of  the  faints  of  the 
4  Molt  high  God,’  [Dan.  vii*  27.]  6  And  they  fhall 
4  reign  on  earth,’  [Rev.v*  10.]  4  They  lhall  live  and  reign 
4  with  Chriit  a  thoufand  years.’  [Rev.  xx.  4.]  In  that 
day,  fuch  perfons  as  are  eminent  for  true  piety  and  reli¬ 
gion,  lhall  be  chiefly  promoted  to  places  of  fruit  and  au¬ 
thority.  Vital  religion  lhall  then  take  polfellion  of  pa¬ 
laces  and  thrones ;  and  thole  who  are  in  the  highelt  ad¬ 
vancement  lhall  be  holy  men;  [Ifa.  xlix.  23.]  4  And 
4  kings  fhall  be  thy  nurfing  fathers,  and  queens  thy  nur- 
4  ling  mothers.’  Kings  lhall  employ  all  their  power,  and 
glory,  and  riches,  for  the  advancement  of  the  honour  and 
glory  of  Chriit  and  the  good  of  his  church  ;  [Ifa,  lx.  16.J 
4  Thou  lhalt  alfo  fuck  the  milk  of  the  Gentiles,  and  lhait 
4  fuck  the  breaft  of  kings.’  And  the  great  inen  of  the 
world,  and  the  rich  merchants,  and  others  who  have 
wealth  and  influence,  lhall  devote  all  to  Chriit  and  his 
church:  [Pfal.  xlv.  12.]  4  The  daughter  of  Tyre  lhall 
4  be  there  with  a  gift,  even  the  rich  among  the  people 
4  lhall  intreat  they  favour.’ 

[4.]  Thole  will  be  times  of  great  peace  and  love* 
There  lhall  then  be  univCrfal  peace  and  a  good  underhand- 
ing  among  the  nations  of  the  world,  inltead  of  fuch  con- 
fufioiij  wars,  and  bloodlhed,  as  has  hitherto  been  from 
one  age  to  another:  [Ifa.  ii.  4.]  4  And  he  lhall  judge 
4  among  the  nations,  and  lhall  rebuke  many  people:  and 
4  they  lhall  beat  their  fwofds  into  plow  fhares,  and  their 
4  fpears  into  pruning  hooks :  nation  fhall  not  lift  fword 
4  againft  nation,  neither  lhall  they  learn  War  any  more/ 
So  it  is  reprefented  as  if  all  inftru meats  of  war  fhould  be 
deflroyed,  as  being  become  ufelefs  ;  [Pfal.  xlvi.  9*]  4  He 
4  maketh  wars  to  ceafe  unto  the  end  of  the  earth  ;  he 
4  breakech  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the  fpear  in  funder  ;  he 
4  burneth  the  chariot  in  the  fire.’  [See  alfo  Zech.  ix*  10.] 
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Then  fhali  all  nations  dwell  quietly  and  fafely,  without 
Fear  of  any  enemy;  [Ifa.  xxxii.  18.]  4  And  my  people 
4  ill  all  dwell -in  a  peaceable  habitation,  and  in  fure  dwel- 
4  lings,  and  in  quiet  refting  places.’  [Alfo  Zech.  viii.  io, 
ii.] 

•  Then  fhali  malice,  envy,  and  wrath,  and  revenge,  be 
fuppreiTed  every  where,  and  peace  and  love  prevail  be¬ 
tween  man  and  mail;  [which  is  moll  elegantly  fet  forth  in 
lia*  h  io.]  Then  1  h all  there  be  peace  and  love  be¬ 
tween  rulers  and  ruled.  Rulers  fhali  love  their  people, 
and  with  all  their  might  feek  their  beft  good  ;  and  the 
people  fhali  love  their  rulers,  and  fhali  joyfully  fubmit 
to  them,  and  give  them  that  honour  which  is  their  due. 
Aoq  Io  fhali  there  be  an  happy  love  between  mimfters 
and  their  people:  [Mai.  iv.  6 .]  6  And  he  fhali  turn  the 
4  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the 
4  cmldren  to  their  fathers.*  1  hen  fhali  flounfh  in  an 
eminent  manner  thofe  Chriftian  virtues  of  meeknefs,  for- 
givenfefs,  long  fufFering,  gentlenefs,  goodnefs,  brotherly 
kindnefs,  thofe  excellent  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Men  in 
their  temper  and  difpofition  fhali  be  like  the  Lamb  of 
God,  the  lovely  Jefus.  The  members  fhali  be  conformed 
to  the  head. 

Then  fhali  ail  the  world  be  united  in  one  amiable  fo- 
eiety..  All  nations,  on  every  fide  of  the  globe,  fhali  then 
be  knit  together  in  fweet  harmony.  All  parts  of  God’s 
church  fhali  affift  and  promote  the  fpiritual  good  of  one 
another.  A  communication  .fhali  then  be  upheld  between 
all  parts  of  the  world  to  that  end  ;  and  the  art  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  which  is  now  applied  fo  much  to  favour  men’s  co¬ 
ve  to  U  fuels  and  pride,  and  is  ufed  fo  much  by  wicked 
debauched  men,  fhali  then  be  confecrated  to  God,  and 
rendered  fubfervient  to  the  interefl  of  religion,  [Ifa.  lx. 
5—9.]  And  men  fhali  then  exprefs  their  love  one  to 
another,  not  only  in  words,  but  in  deeds  of  charity,  as  we 
learn,  [Ifa.  xxxii.  5.]  4  The  vile  perfon  lhall  be  no  more 
>  called  liberal,  nor  the  churl  faid  to  be  bountiful  [ver* 
8.]  4  But  the  liberal  devifeth  liberal  things*  and  by  liberal 
things  lhall  he  ilandd 
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[5,]  It  will  be  a  time  of  excellent  order  in  the  church 
of  Chrift.  The  true  government  and  dilcipline  of  the 
church  will  then  be  fettled  and  praftifed.  AH  the  world 
fhall  then  be  as  one  church,  one  orderly,  regular,  beau¬ 
tiful  fociety.  And  as  the  body  fhall  be  one,  f.o  the  mem¬ 
bers  fhall  be  in  beautiful  proportion  to  each  other*  I  hen 
fhall  that  faying  he  verified,  [Pfab  cxxih  3.]  4  JeruFalem 
4  is  builded  as  a  city  that  is  compact  together.’ 

[6.]  The  church  of  God  fhall  then  be  beautiful  and 
glorious  on  thefe  accounts  ;  yea  it  will  appear  in  perfection 
of  beauty  :  [Ifa.  lx.  1.]  4  A  rife,  fhine,  for  thy  light  is 
6  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee,’ 
[Ifa.  ixi.  10.]  4  He  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of 

*  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  bimfelf  with  or- 

*  naments,  and  as  a  bride  adorneth  herfelf  with  her  jewels.* 
On  thefe  accounts,  the  church  will  then  be  the  g  re  a  left 
image  of  heaven  itfelf. 

[7.]  That  will  be  a  time  of  the  greateft  temporal  pro¬ 
fperity.  Such  a  fpiritual  ftate  as  we  have  juft  deferibed, 
has  a  natural  tendency  to  temporal  profperity  :  it  has  a 
tendency  to  health  and  long  life  ;  and  that  this  will  ac¬ 
tually  be  the  cafe,  is  evident  [Zeeh.  viii.  4.]  4  Thus 
4  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  There  fhall  yet  old  men  arid 

*  old  women  dwell  in  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  and  every 
‘  man  with  his  flaff  in  his  hand  for  very  aged  It  has  alfo 
a  natural  tendency  to  procure  eafe,  quietnefs,  pleafant- 
nefs,  and  clieerfulnefs  of  mind,  and  alfo  wealth,  anc! 
great  increafe  of  children  ;  as  is  alfo  intimated  [Zecln 
viii.  5.]  4  And  the  ftreets  of  the  city  fhall  be  full  of 
6  boys  and  girls  playing  in  the  ftreets  thereof.’ — But  fur¬ 
ther,  the  temporal  profperity  of  the  people  of  God  will 
alfo  be  promoted  by  a  remarkable  bleffing  from  heaven  ; 
[Ifa.  lxv.  21.]  4  They  fhall  build  houfes,  and  inhabit 
c  them  ;  and  they  fhall  plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit 
4  of  them.’  And  [Micah  iv.  4.]  4  They  fhall  fit  everv 
£  man  under  his  vine,  and  under  his  fig-tree,  and  none 
4  fhall  make  them  afraid.’  [  Zech.  viii.  12.]  4  For  the  feed 
4  fhall  be  profperous,  the  vine  fhall  give  her  fruit,  and 
‘the  ground  fhall  give  her  increafe,  and  the  heavens 

4  fhall 
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4  fhall  give  their  dew,  and  I  will  caufe  the  remnant 
4  of  this  people  to  poffefs  all  thefe  things.’  [See  alia 
Jer.  xxxi.  12,  13.  and  Amos  ix.  13.]  ‘  Yea,  then  they* 
‘  dia11  receive  all  manner  of  tokens  of  God’s  prefence, 

*  and  acceptance  and  favour.’  [Jer.  xxxiii.  9,]  4  And  it 

4  t0  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  praife  and  an  honour 

befoie  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  fhall  hear  all 

‘  the  Sood  that  1  do  unto  them  ;  and  they  fhall  fear  and 
ti enable  for  ail  the  goodnefs  and  for  all  the  profperitv 
that  I  procure  unto  it.’  Even  the  days  of  Solomon  were 
but  an  image  of  thole  days,  as  to  the  temporal  profperity 
which  fhall  obtain  in  them. 

[8.]  It  will  alio  be  a  time  of  great  rejoicing,  [Ifa.  xxxv. 
io.]  4  And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  fhall  return  and 
<  come  to  Zion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their 
heads  .  they  lnall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow 
4  and  fighing  fhall  flee  away.’  [Chap.  lv.  12.]  4  For 

ye  fhall  go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with  peace  ; 

6  the  mountains  and  the  hills  fhall  break  forth  before  you.5 
{  Chap.  lxvi.  11.]  4  Eh  at  ye  may  fuck,  and  be  fatisfied  with 
the  breafts  of  her  confolations  ;  that  ye  may  milk  out 
4  and  be  delighted  with  the  abundance  of  her  glory.’  [Chap, 
xii.  3.]  4  With  joy  fhall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells 
6  of  falvation.’ — Then  will  be  a  time  of  feafting,  That 
will  be  the  church’s  glorious  wedding-day,  fo  far  as  her 
wedding  with  Chrift  fhall  ever  be  upon  earth  :  [Rev. 
xix.  7.]  4  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour 
to  him  ;  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his 

*  wife  hath  made  herfelf  ready.’  [Ver.  9.]  4  BlefTed  are 
4  they  which  are  called  to  the  marriage-fupper  of  the 

*  Lamb.’ — But  I  come  now, 

(3.)  To  fay  fdmethirig  of  the  duration  of  this  ftate 
of  the  church’s  profperity.  On  this  I  fhall  be  very  brief. 
The  fcriptures  every  where  reprefen t  it  to  be  of  long  con¬ 
tinuance.  The  former  intervals  of  reft  and  profperitv,  as 
we  before  obferved,  are  reprefented  to  be  but  fhort ;  but 
the  representations  of  this  ftate  are  quite  different :  [Rev. 
xx.  4.]  e  And  I  faw  the  fouls  of  them  that  were  be- 
‘  headed  for  the  witnefs  of  Jefus, — and  they  lived  and 

4  reigned 
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4  reigned  with.  Chrift  a  thoujand  yccu  s .  (c)  Whereas 

4  thou  haft  been  forfaken  and  hated,  fo  that  no  man  went 
i  through  thee,  I  will  make  thee  ail  eternal  excellency,  a 
4  jov  ot  many  generations.'  [Iia.  lx.  ij*] 

This 

9 

(c)  The  Millenium.  c  Thefouls  ofthem  that  were  beheaded  for 
the  witnefs  of  fefus,  ’  may  be  coniideredas  meant, not  of  the  individual 
perfons  that  fuffered  martyrdom  for  his  lake,  but  ot  their  fucceftbrs  in 
the  fame  fpirit,  who  being  of  the  fame  temper  for  faith,  patience, 
zeal,  and  fortitude,  and  profelling  the  fame  doctrines  with  the  mar¬ 
tyrs,  were  one  body  with  them,  and  fo,  in  the  ftile  of  prophecy, 
might  be  fpoken  of,  as  though  they  were  the  lame  perfons,  in 
like  manner  as  john  the  Baptift  is  called  Elias,  becaule  he  came  in 
the  fpirit  and  power  of  Elias,  [Matt.  xi.  14.  and  xvii.  12.  com¬ 
pared  with  Luke  i.  17.]  and  as  Rome-antichriftian  is  in  feveral 
places  of  this  prophecy  called  Sodom,  Egypt,  and  Babylon,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  like  them  in  idolatry7-,  pricie,  luxury7-,  and  ciuelty  5 
and  the  two  witneftes  that  were  to  prophefy  in  fackcloth  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty  days  of  years,  [Rev.  xi.  3.] 
could  not  mean  the  fame  individual  perfons,  but  a  fucceffion 
of  them  that  perlifted  in  the  fame  faith  and  profeffion..  When 
therefore  it  is  Laid,  4  The  fouls  of  them  that  were  beheaded  for  the 
4  witnefs  of  Jefus,  lived  and  reigned  with  Chrift  a  thoufand  years 
this  may  be  taken,  according  to  prophetic  ftile,  in  a  metaphorical 
fenfe,  and  may  ftgnify  a  fucceffion  of  fuch  ;  in  like  manner  as  the 
two  witnelfes  being  killed,  and  their  c  dead  bodies  riling  and  ftand- 
4  ing  on  their  feet,’  is  to  be  underftood,  [Rev.  xi.  7.  11.]  and  as 
the  Melioration  of  Ifrael  from  their  captivity  is  called  their  4  living 
4  and  Handing  on  their  feet,  and  God’s  opening  their  graves,  and 
i  can  ling  them  to  come  out  of  their  graves,  [Ezek.  xxxvii.  9,  io. 
12.]  and  as  the  converlion  of  the  Jews,  in  the  la  ft  days,  is  fpoken 
of,  as  4  life  from  the  dead,’  [Rom.  xi.  15.]  Accordingly  the  faints 
4  living  and  reigning  with  Chrift,’  may  relate  to  their  abundance 
of  fpirituality,  purity  and  glory,  light,  love,  and  joy,  tranquillity 
and  lafety  ;  and  to  the  power  of  civil  magiftracy,  as  being  in  their 
hands,  and  exercifed  with  great  authority  and  fuccefs,  for  lup- 
preffing  all  iniquity  and  prophanenefs,  and  promoting  true  religion 
and  holinefs  in  thole  happy  days. — I  am  not  infenlible,  that  many 
learned  and  pious  men  have  put  a  literal  conftrudtion  on  this  pro¬ 
phecy7,  to  denote  a  proper  refurreftion  of  the  dead  bodies  of  for¬ 
mer  marty7rs,  and  (as  fome  of  them  think)  of  all  other  de¬ 
parted  faints  ;  and  they  accordingly  fuppofe,  that  their  dead  bo¬ 
dies  Dial l  be  railed  to  life,  and  reign,  in  a  glorious  manner,  with 
Chrift,  as  perfonally  and  vilibly  fitting  on  his  throne,  for  a  thou¬ 
fand  years,  upon  earth.  But  as  I  can  lcarce  think  that  the  corporal 
prefence  of  Chrift  will  be  removed,  for  a  thoufand  years,  from 
heaven  to  earth,  fo  a  literal  refujre&ion  of  all  the  bodies  of  the 

faints 


?.* 


mm 


1 


m 


H 


52  c°  HISTORY  OF  REDE  M  I3  T  I  0  N, 

1  Ins  may  fuffice  as  to  the  profperous  Rate  of  the  church 
through  die  greater  part  of  the  period,  from  the  deftru&ion 
ot  Satan’s  vifible  kingdom  in  the  world,  to  ChrifHs  ap-^ 
pearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  to  judgement. 

I  now  come  to  fpeak  of  the  great  apoftafy  there 
111 ou Id  be  towards  the  clofe  of  this  period,  and  how  emi¬ 
nently  the  church  fhould  be  for  a  fhort  time  threatened 

by  hei  enemies.  And  this  I  ihall  do  under  three  parti¬ 
culars  : 

it 

( i-)  A  before  the  end  of  the  world  there  (hall  be 
a  very  great  apoftafy,  wherein  great  part  of  the  world  Ihall 
tall  away  from  Chrift  and  his  church.  It  is  laid,  [Rev. 
xx‘  3*J  Satan  fhould  be  call  into  the  bottomlefs  pit, 

faints  is  fpoken  of,  as, 4  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye 
4  at  the  la  ft  trump,’  in  order  to  their  meeting  the  Lord  in  the  air, 
and  being  with  him,  not  on  earth,  but  for  ever  in  heaven,  [I.  Cor, 
Y,*  52*  a^G  -Theff.  iv.  16,  17.]  And  after  the  expiration  of 
tup  tiioufand  reals,  and  after  Satan  fliall  he  loofed  again  for  a 
little  while  at  the  end  01  them,  we  have  an  account  of  the  general 
rcfurrection  of  all  perfons,  without  any  exception,  or  the  leaft  hint 
that  tiie  martyrs,  or  any  other  faints,  had  rofe  fo  long  a  time 
bvfoie,  [Re\ .  xi.  12,  13*]  And  as  a  proper  refurredfion  is  never 
■  expreffed,  in  feripture,  by  the  reviving  or  living  again  of  the 
foul,  but  only  of  the  body  ;  fo  it  feems  extremely  forced  to  un¬ 
derhand  the  4  living  again  of  the  immortal  fouls’  of  them  that 
wme  oeiieadeo,  as  ciefcriptive  of  a  literal  reiurrection,  and  a  refur- 
rection  of  the  bodies  of  glorified  faints,  to  live  on  earth  for  a  thqufand 
years,  feems  inconfiftent  with  the  fublimer  felicity  and  honour  of  their 
fouls  were  pofTefted  of  before  in  heaven,  and  with  their  being  liable 
to  be  deceived,  in  cafe  Satan  had  not  oeen  retrained,  as  alio  writh 
the  trouble  that  mull  neceflarily  arife  to  them  from  the  vigorous  op- 
po  fit  ion  which  he  and  his  army  would  make  againft  them  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  thoufand  years  in  which  he  was  bound.  It  muff  like- 
wife  be  an  exceeding  debafement  of  their  refined  dignity  and  delight 
in  the  immediate  prefence  of  Chrift  on  his  heavenly  throne, °to 
exchange  them  for  any  pleafnres  or  honours  upon  the  earth,  efpe- 
dally  if  (as  fome  Millenaries  imagine)  they  are  to  be  entertained 
with  any  fenfitive  enjoyments.  I  therefore  rather  incline  to 
think,  that,  according  to  the  ftile  of  prophecy,  and  particularly  in 
this  book,  which  is  figurative,  all  this  relates  not  literally  to* the. 
refui  rection  of  the  martyrs  or  other  faints,  and  the  perfonal  reign 
of  Chfrfl  for  a  thoufand  years  on  earth  ;  but  figuratively,  and  in  a 
f pi  ritual  fenle,  for  glorious  days  of  long  continuance  to  the  church 
on  earth.  ;  whether  for  the  precife  number  of  a  thoxfand-  years,  or 
more.  [Dr.  Guisg’s  Paraph,  in  lac,] 

and 
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and  fhut  up,  and  have  a  leal  let  upon  him,  that  he  fhould 
deceive  the  nations  no  more  till  the  thoufand  years  fhall 
be  fulfilled  ;  and  that,  after  that,  he  muff  be  loofed  out 
of  his  prifon  for  a  little  feafon.  And  accordingly  we  are 
told  [verfes  7  and  8.]  that  when  the  thoufand  years  are 
expired,  Satan  fhall  be  loofed  out  of  his  prifon,  and  fhall 
go  forth  to  deceive  the  nations,  which  are  in  the  four 
quarters  of  the  earth,  Gog  and  Magog.  Which  feems  as 
though  the  apoftafy  would  be  very  general.  The  nations 
of  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth  fhall  be  deceived  ;  and 
the  number  of  thole  who  fhall  now  turn  enemies  to  Chrift 
fhall  be  vaftly  great,  as  the  army  of  Gog  and  Magog  is 
reprefented  in  Ezekiel,  and  as  it  is  faid  [Rev.  xx.  8.  j  that 
the  number  of  them  is  as  the  land  of  the  fea,  and  that 
they  went  upon  the  breadth  of  the  earth,  as  though  they 
were  an  army  big  enough  to  reach  from  one  fide  of  the 
earth  to  the  other. 

Thus  after  fuch  an  happy  and  glorious  feafon,  fuch  a 
long  day  of  light  and  holinefs,  of  love,  and  peace,  and 
jov,  now  it  fhall  begin  again  to  be  a  dark  time.  Satan 
fhall  begin  to  fet  up  his  dominion  again  in  the  world. 
This  world  fhall  again  become  a  fcene  of  darknefs  and 
wickednefs.  The  bottomlefs  pit  fhall  be  opened,  de¬ 
vils  fhall  come  up  again  out  of  it,  and  a  dreadful  fmoke 
fhall  afcend  to  darken  the  world.  And  the  church  of 
Chrift,  inftead  of  extending  to  the  utmoft  bounds  of  the 
world,  as  it  did  before,  fhall  be  reduced  to  narrow  limits 
again.  Mankind  being  continued  fo  long  in  a  Rate  of 
fuch  great  profperity,  will  now  begin  to  abufe  their  pro- 
iperity,  to  ferve  their  lull  and  corruptions,  [Luke  xvii. 
26,  Ac.] 

(2.)  Thofe  apoftates  fhall  make  great  oppojition  to  the 
church  of  God.  The  church  fhall  feem  to  be  eminently 
threatened  with  a  fudden  and  entire  overthrow  by  them, 
it  is  faid  [Rev.  xx.  8.  9;]  Satan  fhall  gather  them  together 
to  battle,'  as  the  fan  a  on  tne  fea  fhdre  ;  6  and  they  Went  up 
on  the  breadth  of  the  earth,  and  compaffed  the  camp  of 
‘  the  faints  about,  and  the  beloved  city.’  So  that  this  be- 
loved  ci tv  fhall  icemi  juft  ready  to  be  fwal  lowed  iid  bv 
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them  ;  for  her  enemies  fhall  not  only  threaten  her,  but 
iaall  actually  have  gathered  together  again*  her  •  and 

tiot  only  to,  but  fhall  have  befieged  her,  and  fhall  have  com- 
palled  her  about  on  every  fide. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  prophecy  which  Teems  to  inti¬ 
mate  the  church’s  aftually  falling  into  their  hands,  as  it 
lias  fallen  into  the  hands  of  antichrift,  to  whom  it  was 
given  to  make  war  with  the  faints  and  to  overcome  them. 

Rev.  xiii.  7.]  God  will  never  fuffer  this  to  be  again  af¬ 
ter  the  fall  of  antichrift  ;  for  then  the  day  of  her  mourn¬ 
ing  fhall  be  ended.  But  the  church  fhall  feem  moft  emi¬ 
nently  threatened  with  utter  and  fudden  deftruftion. 

(3.)  Now  the  ftate  of  things  will  feem  moft  remarka¬ 
bly  to  call  for  Chrift’s  immediate  appearance  to  judgement. 
For  then  the  world  fhall  be  filled  with  the  moft  aggravated 
wickednefs,  much  the  greater  part  of  the  world  fhall  be¬ 
come  open  enemies  to  Chrift,  and  their  wickednefs  will 
be  dreadfully  aggravated  by  their  apoftafy.  Before  the 
tall  of  antienrift,  moft  parts  of  the  world  are  full  of 
wicked  men.  But  the  greater  part  of  thefe  are  poor 
heathens,  who  never  enjoyed  the  light  of  the  gofpel  ;  and 
others  that  have  been  bred  up  in  the  Mahometan  or  Popifh 
darknefs.  But  thefe  are  apoftates  from  the  Chriftian 
church,  and  the  viftble  kingdom  of  Chrift,  in  which  they 
enjoyed  the  great  light  and  privileges  of  the  glorious  times 
of  the  church,  which  fhall  be  incomparably  greater  than 
the  light  and  privileges  which  the  church  of  God  enjoys 
now.  This  apoftafy  will  be  more  like  that  of  the  fallen 
angels  than  any  that  ever  has  been  ;  for  they  apoftatifed, 
and  turned  enemies  to  Chrift,  though  they  enjoyed  the 
light  of  heaven  ;  and  thefe  will  apoftatife,  and  turn  ene¬ 
mies  to  him,  though  they  have  enjoyed  the  light  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  church.  And  that 
fuch  fhould  turn  open  and  avowed  enemies  to  Chrift,  and 
fhould  leek  the  ruin  of  his  church,  will  cry  aloud  for  im¬ 
mediate  vengeance. 

1  he  wickednefs  of  the  world  will  remarkably  call  for 
Chnft  s  immediate  appearance  in  flaming'  fire  to  take  ven- 
geance  on  them,  becauie  of  the  way  in  which  they  fhall 

manifeft 
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manifeft  their  wickednefs,  which  will  be  by  fc  offing  and 
blafpheming  Chrift  and  his  holy  religion:  and  particu¬ 
larly,  they  will  fcofF  at  the  notion  of  Chrift’s  coming  to 
judgement,  of  which  the  church  lhall  be  in  expectation, 
and  of  which  they  will  warn  them.  For  now  doubtlels 
will  be  another,  and  the  principal  fulfilment  of  that  text, 
[II.  Pet.  iii.  3,  4.]  *  Knowing  this  firft,  that  there  lhall 
‘  come  in  the  lalt  days  fcoffers,  walking  after  their  own 
i  lulls,  and  faying,  Where  is  the  promife  of  his  coining  ? 
4  For  fince  the  fathers  fell  afleep,  all  things  continue  as 
‘  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation.5  They 
lhall  be  in  no  expectation  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  to 
judgement,  but  fhall  give  up  themfelves  to  their  lulls,  to 
eat  and  drink,  and  wallow  in  fenfual  delights,  as  though 
they  were  to  be  for  ever.  They  fhall  defpife  the  warnings 
the  church  fhall  give  them  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  to 
judgement,  as  the  people  of  the  old  world  defpifed  what 
Noah  told  them  of  the  approaching  flood,  and  as  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Sodom  did  when  Lot  laid  to  them,  [Gen.  xix.  14,] 

‘  The  Lord  will  deftrov  tins  city.’  The  wickednefs  will 
alfo  cry  aloud  to  heaven  for  Chrift’s  appearing  to  take 
vengeance  of  his  enemies  ;  for  their  attempts  againft  the 
boly  city  of  God. 

And  the  number  of  the  wicked  is  another  thing 
which  fhall  efpecially  call  for  Chrift’s  coining  :  for  the 
world  will  doubtlefs  then  be  exceeding  full  of  people, 
having  continued  fo  long  in  fo  great  a  ft  ate  of  prosperity, 
without  fuch  defolating  calamities,  as  wars,  peftilences, 
and  the  like,  to  diminifh  them,  and  the  moft  of  this  po¬ 
pulous  world  will  be  fuch  wicked  contemptuous  apoftates 
from  God.  And  if  the  wickednefs  of  the  old  world, 
when  men  began  to  multiply  on  the  earth,  called  for  the 
deftruCtion  of  the  world  by  a  deluge  of  waters,  this  wick¬ 
ednefs  will  as  much  call  for  its  deftruction  by  a  deluge  of 
fire. 

Again,  the  cir  cum  fiances  of  the  church  at  that  day 
will  alfo  eminently  call  for  the  immediate  appearance  of 
Chrift,  as  they  will  be  compafted  about  by  their  blafphe- 
puous  enemies  and  juft  ready  to  be  fwallowed  up  by  them. 
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It  will  be  a  moll  diftrefling  time  with  the  church,  excep¬ 
ting  the  comfort  they  will  have  in  the  hope  of  deliverance 
from  God  :  for  all  other  help  will  feem  to  fail.  The 
cafe  will  be  come  to  the  lafl  extremity,  and  there  will 
be  an  immediate  neceihty  for  Chrill’s  coming  to  their  de¬ 
li  veiance.  But  though  the  church  fhall  be  fo  eminently 
threatened,  yet  lhall  it  be  preferved  till  Chrift  fhall  appear 
in  the  glory  ot  his  Father  with  all  his  holy  angels.  And 
then  fhall  all  the  eledl  be  gathered  in,  whofe  names  were 
written  in  the  book  of  life  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  fhall  be  brought  in:  not  one  foul  fhall  be  loft. 
And  the  myfhcal  body  of  Chrift  will  be  complete  as  to 
its  number  of  parts,  having  every  one  of  its  members. 
In  this  refpedl,  the  work  of  redemption  will  now  be 
fin i filed.  And  the  end  for  which  the  means  of  grace  have 
been  ihflituted  fhall  be  obtained.  All  that  effedt  which 
was  intended  to  be  accomphfhed  by  them  fhall  now  be  ac- 
cornplifhed. 

§  V.  Completion  of  the  work  of  redemption  in 

a  future  State. 

THUS  I  have  fliown  how  the  fuccefs  of  Chrifl’s  re¬ 
demption  has  been  accomplifhed  during  the  continuance 
of  the  Chriflian  church  under  the  means  of  grace.  We 
have  feen  what  great  revolutions  there  have  been,  and 
are  to  be,  during  this  fpace  of  time  ;  how  the  wheels  of 
Providence  have  gone  round  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
the  fuccels  of  Chrifl’s  purchafe,  in  the  beflowment  of 
grace  oh  the  eledl  :  and  we  are  now  come  to  the  time, 
when  the  courfe  of  things  in  this  flate  of  it  is  finiflied, 
and  all  things  are  ripe  for  Chrifl’s  coming  to  judgement. 

You  may  remember,  that  we  are  difcourfing  on  this 
propofition,  viz.  That  from  the  refurredlion  of  Chrift  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  the  whole  time  is  taken  up  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  luccefs  of  Chrifl’s  purchafe  of  redemption,  and 
T  obferve  that  the  fuccefs  of  Chrifl’s  purc-hafe  is  of  two 
kinds,  confifling  either  in  grace  or  glory;  and  that  the 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs  conhfting  m  the  former  of  thefe,  is  to  be  feen  m 
thofe  works  of  God  which  are  wrought  during  thole  ages 
that  the  church  is  continued  under  the  means  of  grace  ; 
and  that  the  fuccefs,  confuting  in  the  latter,  will  chiefly 
be  accompliihed  at  the  day  of  judgement. 

Having  already  fhown  how  the  former  kind  of  fuccefs 
has  been  accompliihed,  I  come  now  to  that  kind  of  fuc¬ 
cefs  which  is  accompliihed  in  the  beftowment  of  glory  on 
the  church,  which  ihall  chiefly  be  at  the  day  of  judge¬ 
ment. — And  here  I  would  mention  two  or  three  things 
in  general  concerning  this  kind  of  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  pur- 
chafe. 

(i.)  How  great  this  is,  chiefly  appears  in  that  the 
fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  does  fummarily  conflft  in  the 
falvatlon  of  the  ele<ft.  But  this  beftowment  of  glory  is 
eminently  called  their  falvatlon:  [Heb.  ix.  28. ]4  To  them 
4  that  look  for  him,  (hall  he  appear  the  fecond  time, 

4  without  fin  unto  falvation.’ — So  it  is  called  redemption, 
[Eph.  iv.  30.]  4  Sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption;’ 

[Eph.  i.  14.]  ‘  Redemption  of  the  purchafed  pofTeflion/ 

(2.)  All  thofe  glorious  things  which  were  brought  to 
pafs  for  the  church  while  under  the  means  of  grace,  are 
but  preparatory  to,  and  images  and  fhadows  of  this.  The 
means  of  grace  and  grace  itfelf  are  to  fit  for  glory  and  all 
the  glorious  things  which  were  accompliihed  for  the  church 
in  the  days  of  Conftantine,  and  which  are  to  fucceed  the 
fall  of  antichrift,  are  but  a  fhadow  of  what  will  be  bellowed 
at  the  day  of  judgement;  and  therefore,  are  fpoken  of  in 
feripture  as  images  of  Chrift’s  laft  coming  to  judgement. 
— But  I  liaften  more  particularly  to  lhow  how  this  kind 
of  fuccefs  of  Chrift’s  purchafe  is  accompliihed. 

1.  Chrift  will  appear  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  all 
his  holy  angels,  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven.  When 
the  world  is  revelling  in  their  wickednefs,  and  compafting 
the  holy  city  about,  juft  ready  to  deftroy  it,  then  Ihall  the 
glorious  Redeemer  appear  in  the  fight  of  the  world  ;  the 
light  of  his  glory  Ihall  break  forth  ;  the  whole  world  Ihall 
immediately  have  notice  of  it,  and  they  Ihall  lift  up  their 
eyes  and  behold  this  wonderful  fight.  It  is  laid  [Rev.  i.  7.] 

4  Everv 
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EvCly  cye  ftaI1  fce  hlm’'— Clmft  ffialf  appear  in  his  hu¬ 
man  nature,  m  that  fame  body  which  was  brought  forth  in 

.  i,  ’  ,la'd  m  a  ranger,  and  which  afterwards  was  fo 
ciuehy  uled,  and  nailed  to  the  crofs. 

.  Men  filali  now  lift  UP  their  eyes,  and  behold  him  com- 

"’f  111  bff  maJe%  an<‘  glory  as  is  to  us  utterly  inconceiv- 

,ie  °*  t;'lc  On  bi  a  clear  firmament  will  be 

but  darknels  in  comparifon  of  it ;  and  all  the  glorious  an- 

geymail  attend  on  him,  a  thoufand  thoufands  miniftering 
to  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  round  about 
nm.  How  different  a  perfon  will  he  then  appear  from 

W‘lat  10  dld  at  hiS  firft  coming,  when  he  was  as  a  root  out 
m  dry  ground,  a  poor,  defpifed,  afflidfed  man  !  How 
different  now  is  his  appearance,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  glo¬ 
rious  angels,  principalities,  and  powers,  from  what  it  was 
when  in  the  midft  of  a  ring  of  foldiers,  with  his  mock 
rooe  and  Ins  crown  of  thorns,  to  be  buffetted  and  fpit 
upoii,  or  hanging  on  the  crofs  between  two  thieves,  with  a 

multitude  of  his  enemies  round  about,  triumphing  over 

him!  (d) 


This 


(d)  C 'hrift  APPEARING  in  the  Clouds . ] 

^  ,  Thence,  ifluing  I  behold  (but  mortal  fierfot 
S u (tains  not  fuch  a  ruffling  fea  of  light) 

I  fee  on  an  empyreal  flying  throne,  & 

Aw  fully  i  a  is  d,  heav’n’s  everlafHnpp  Son  ; 

Crown’d  with  that  majeily  which  form’d  the  world, 
Ann  the  grand  rebel  flaming  downward  hurl’d* 

\  irtue,  dominion,  praife,  omnipotence, 

Support  the  tram  of  their  triumphant  prince. 

A  zone,  beyond  the  thought  of  angels  bright, 

Tii  ound  him,  like  the  zodiac,  winds  its  light. 

A  ight  (hades  the  folemn  arches  of  his  brows, 

And  in  his  cheek  the  purple  morning  glows. 
Where’er  ferene  he  turns  propitious°eyes, 

Or  we  expedf,  or  And  a  paradife  : 

But  if  re  lent  me  at  reddens  their  mild  beams, 
f  ue(  It ne n  kmedes,  and  the  world’s  in  flames. 

On  one  hand  knowledge  fhines  in  purefl:  light, 

On  one  the  fword  of  juftice  fiercely  bright. 

Now  bend  the  knee  in  fport,  prefent  the  reed, 

Now  tell  the  icourg’d  impoflor  he  fhall  bleed 


u 
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This  will  be  a  mod:  unexpe&ed  fight  to  the  wicked 
world:  it  will  come  a?,  a  cry  at  midnight:  they  i h all  be 
taken  in  the  mid  ft  of  their  wicked  iiefs,  and  it  will  give 
them  a  dreadful  alarm.  It  will  at  once  break  up  their  re¬ 
vels  and  caroufmg.  It  will  put  an  end  to  the  deftgn  of 
the  great  army,  that  will  then  he  compaftlng  the  camp  ot 
the  faints  :  it  will  make  them  let  drop  their  weapons  out 
of  their  hands.  The  world,  which  will  then  be  very 

7  J 


full  of  people,  moil  of  whom  will  be  wicked  men, 


will  then  be  filled  with  dolorous  flmeking  arid  crying  ; 
for  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth  fhall  wail  becaule  of  him, 


[Rev.  i.  7 .]  And  where  fhall  they  hide  themfelves  ?  How 
will  the  fight  of  that  awful  majefty  terrify  them  ?  Then 
they  fhall  fee  whom  they  have  mocked  and  fcoffed  at,  and 
whofe  church  they  have  been  endeavouring  to  overthrow. 


41  Triumphant  King  of  glory!  foul  of  blits! 

What  a  ftupendous  turn  of  fate  is  this! 

O !  whither  art  thou  rais’d  above  the  fcora 
And  indigence  of  him.  in  Bethlem  born, 

A  needy,  helplefs,  unaccounted  gueft. 

And  but  a  fecond  to  the  fodder’d  be  ail: ! 

How  chang'd  from  him,  who  meekly  proilrate  laid, 
VouchfaPd  to  wafh  the  feet  himfelf  had  made  ! 

From  him  who  was  betray’d,  forfook,  deny’d, 

Wept,  languifli’d,  pray’d,  bled,  thirfled,  groan’d  and  dy’d  ; 
Hung  pierc’d  and  bare,  intuited  by  the  foe, 

All  heav’n  in  tears  above,  earth  unconcern’d  below ! 


44  Now  the  defending  triumph  flops  its  flight. 

From  earth  full  twice  a  planetary  height. 

There  ail  the  clouds,  condens’d,  two  columns  raHe 
Diflincft  with  orient  veins  and  golden  blaze. 

One  fix’d  on  earth,  and  one  on  fea,  and  round 
Its  ample  foot  the  fweliing  billows  found. 

Thefe  an  immcafurable  arch  fupporr, 

The  grand  tribunal  of  this  awful  court. 

Sheets  ot  bright  azure,  from  the  pureil  iky, 

Stream  from  the  cryftal  arch,  and  round  the  columns  flv* 
Death  wrapt  in  chains  low  at  the  balls  lies, 

And  on  the  point  of  his  own  arrow  dies. 

“  Here  high  enthron’d  th’  eternal  judge  is  plac’d, 
With  all  the  grandeur  cf  his  Godhead  grac’d  ; 

Stars  on  his  robes  in  beauteous  order  meet, 

And  the  lun  bums  beneath  his  dreadful  feet.” 

[Young’s  Lail  Day,  Book 
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I  Ills  fight  will  Change  the  voice  of  their  laughter  and  find¬ 
ing  into  dreadful  wailing.  Their  countenance  Ihall  be 
changed  from  a  Ihow  of. carnal  mirth,  pride  and  contempt, 
to  g  idilly  terioi,  trembling,  and  amazement. 

But  with  refpeft  to  the  faints,  the  church  of  Chrift,  it 
ihall  be  a  joylul  and  1110ft  glorious  fight  to  them  ;  for  it 
will  at  once  deliver  them  from  all  fear  of  their  enemies, 
who  were  before  comparing  them  about,  juft  ready  to 
iw allow  them  up.  1  hen  Ihall  they  lift  up  their  heads, 
and  their  redemption  Ihall  be  drawing  nigh.  [Luke  xxh 
_8.j  And  thus  Chnft  will  appear  with  infinite  majefty, 
and  at  the  fame  time  with  infinite  love  in  his  counte¬ 
nance.  I  hen  countenances  alio  fhall  be  changed,  not 
as  BjC  countenances  of  the  wicked,  but  from  forrow  to  ex¬ 
ceeding  joy.  and  triumph.  And  now  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption  will  be  fini filed  in  another  fenfe,  viz.  that  the 
the  whole  church  ihall  be  completely  and  eternally  freed 

horn  all  perlecution  and  moleftation  from  wicked  men  and 
devils. 


2.  The  laft  trumpet  ihall  found,  and  the  dead  ill  all  be 
sailed,  and  the  living  changed.  God  fent  forth  his  angels' 
with  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet,  to  gather  together  his 
eled  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth  in  a  myftical  fenfe, 
bcfoie  the  dertru£tion  of  Jeruialem  ;  i.  e.  he  fent  forth 
the  apoftles,  and  others,  to  preach  the  gofpel  all  over  the 
world.  And  lo,  in  a  myftical  fenfe,  the  great  trumpet 
was  blown  at  the  beginning  ol  the  glorious  times  of  the 
church.  But  now  the  great  trumpet  is  blown  in  a  more 
literal  fenfe,  with  a  mighty  found,  which  ihakes  the 
earth.  There  will  be  a  great  fignal  given  by  a  mighty 
found  made*  which  is  called  the  voice  of  the  archangel , 
[I.  Thef.  iv.  16,]  k  For  the  Lord  himfelf  fhall  defeend 
*  from  heaven  with  a  ihout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch- 
6  angel,  and  with  the  trump  of  God.’  On  the  found  of 
this  trumpet,  the  dead  ihall  be  raifed  every  where.  Now 
the  number  of  the  dead  is  very  great.  How  many  has 
death  cut  down  fince  the  world  has  flood.  But  then  the 
number  will  be  much  greater  after  the  world  fhall  have 
ftood  fo  much  longer*  and  through  rnoft  of  the  remaining 

time 
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time  will  doubtlefs  be  much  fuller  of  inhabitants  than  ever 
it  has  been.  All  thefe  fhall  now  rife  from  the  dead.  Th« 
graves  fhall  be  opened  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  the 
fea  lhall  give  up  the  innumerable  dead  that  are  in  it^ 
[Rev.  xx.  1 3.]  (e) 

And  now  all  the  inhabitants  that  ever  fhall  have  been 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  from  the  beginning  of  the 

world  to  the  end  lhall  appear  upon  the  earth  at  once.  The 

* 

(e)  The  trumpet  /bail  found /]  “How  alarming,  how  flupen* 
dous  the  fummons !  Nothing  equal  to  it,  nothing  like  it,  was  ever 
heard  through  all  the  regions  of  the  univerfe,  or  all  the  revolutions 
of  time.  When  conflicting  armies  have  difcharged  the  bellowing 
artillery  of  war,  or  when  victorious  armies  have  fhouted  for  joy  of 
the  conqueft,  the  feas  and  fhores  have  rung,  the  mountains  and 
plains  have  echoed.  But  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  the 
trump  of  God,  will  refound  from  pole  to  pole.  It  will  fliake  the 
pillars  of  earth,  and  flartle  the  dungeon  of  hell. — Stronger, 
ilronger  ftill !  it  will  penetrate  even  the  deepeft  receffes  of  the 
tomb,  It  will  pour  its  amazing  thunder  into  ail  thole  abodes  of 
iilence.  The  dead,  the  very  dead  fhall  hear. 

46  When  the  trumpet  has  founded,  *  the  dead  fhall  arife.’ — In 
a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  graves  open  ;  the  mo* 
numental  piles  are  cleft  al'under  ;  the  families,  the  nations  under 
ground,  Hart  into  day.  What  an  immenfe  ha r veil  of  men  and  wo* 
men,  fp ringing  up  from  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  and  the  depths 
of  the  lea!  Stand  awhile,  my  foul,  and  contemplate  the  wonderful 
IpeCtacle. — Adam  formed  in  Paradife,  and  the  babe  born  but  yes¬ 
terday,  the  earlieft  ages,  and  lateft  generations,  meet  upon  the 
fame  level.  Jews  and  Gentiles,  Greeks  and  Barbarians,  people  of 
all  climes  and  languages,  unite  in  the  promifcuous  throng.  Here, 
thofe  vafl  armies,  which,  like  fwarms  of  locuffs,  covered  coun¬ 
tries  ;  which,  with  an  irrefiflible  fvveep,  overrun  empires  j  here 
they  all  appear,  and  here  they  all  are  loft.  Loft,  like  the  frqall 
drop  of  a  bucket,  when  plunged  amidfl  the  unfathomable  and 
boundlefs  ocean. — O  !  the  multitudes !  the  multitudes  1  which 
thefe  eyes  fhall  furvey,  when  God  ‘  calleth  the  heayens  from 
4  above,  and  the  earth  that  he  may  judge  his  people.5  Whatfhame 
mull  flufli  the  guilty  cheek  [  What  anguifh  wound  the  polluted 
breaft ;  to  have  all  their  filthy  practices,  and  infamous  tempers, 

expofed  before  this  innumerable  croud  of  witneffes ! - -Fly,  my 

foul ;  inflantly  let  us  fly,  earneflly  let  us  fly,  to  the  purifying 
blood  of  Jefus.  That  all  our  fins  may  be  blotted  out ;  that  we 
may  be  found  unblameable  and  unreproveable,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  aflembled  world ;  and,  what  is  infinitely  more  to  be  revered, 
in  the  light  of  the  omnipotent  God,  [Hervey,  Ther.  andi\fp, 
Vplfii*  Let.  5.] 
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church  of  God  in  all  ages,  Adam  and  Eve  the  firfl  pa¬ 
rents  or  mankind,  and  Abel,  Seth,  Methulelah,  and  all 
the  faints  who  were  their  contemporaries;  Noah,  and 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  arid  Jacob,  the  prophets,  and  all  the  Ole 
Teflament  faints,  the  holy  apoStles  of  Jelus  Chrift,  and  al 
the  faintr  of  their  times  ;  the  martyrs  under  the  ten  heather 
persecutions  ;  all  who  belonged  to  the  church  during  the 
dark  days  of  antichrist,  all  the  holy  martyrs  who  have 
Suffered  under  the  cruelty  of  the  Popilh  perfections  ;  al 
the  faints  of  the  prefent  time;  and  all  that  fliall  be  fron 
heiice  to  the  end  of  the  world. — —Now  alfo  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  church  in  all  ages  of  the  world  Shall  appeal 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  again  ;  the  wicked  drowned  b) 
the  food,  and  the  multitudes  of  impenitent  Sinners  tha ; 
died  all  over  the  world  among  God’s  profeffing  people,  oi 
others  before  ChriSt,  and  all  wicked  Heathens,  JewTs,  Ma¬ 
hometans,  and  Papifts,  that  have  died  Since  ;  all  lhal 
come  together.  Sinners  of  all  forts  ;  demure  hypocrites 
thofe  wlio  have  the  faireft  and  belt  outride,  and  open  pro¬ 
fane  drunkards,  whoremongers,  profane  DeiSts,  cruel  per¬ 
secutors,  and  all  that  have  died,  or  Shall  die,  in  Sin,  tc 
the  end  of  the  w7orid. 

And  at  the  Same  time  that  the  dead  are  raifed,  the  liv¬ 
ing  Shall  be  changed.  The  bodies  of  the  wicked  who  fhal 
then  be  living,  Shall  be  fo  changed  as  to  fit  them  for  eternai 
existence  without  corruption  ;  and  the  bodies  of  all  the  liv¬ 
ing  faints  Shall  be  changed  to  be  like  ChriiVs  glorious  body 
[I.  Cor.  xv.  5  i,  >52,  53,]  fo  changed  as  to  render  then 
for  ever  incapable  of  pain,  affliction,  or  uneafiriefs  ;  ant 
all  that  dullnefs,  heavinefs,  and  deformity,  which  theii 
bodies  bad  before,  Shall  be  put  off;  and  they  Shall  put  on 
Strength,  and  beauty,  and  activity,  and  incorruptible  un¬ 
hiding  glory.  And  now  the  work  of  redemption  Shall  be 
finished  in  this  re fpect,  viz.  that  all  the  eleft  Shall  he 
actually  redeemed  in  both  foul  and  body.  Before  this, 
the  work  of  redemption,  as  to  its  actual  fuccefs,  was  but 
incomplete  ;  for  only  the  fouls  of  the  redeemed  wTere  ac¬ 
tually  laved  and  glorified,  excepting  in  a  very  few  in¬ 
stances  : 
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fiances  :  but  now'  all  the  bodies  of  the  faints  fhall  be  laved 
and  glorified  together,  botn  in  foul  and  body,  (f) 

3.  Now  fhall  faints  be  caught  up  in  the  clouds  to  meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  all  wicked  men  and  de\ils  fhall 
be  arraigned  before  the  judgement-feat.  When  the  dead 

taints  are  railed,  then  the  whole  church,  confiding  of  all 

the 

(f)  The  General  Resurrection.]  The  xvth.  chap,  of  St. 
Paul’s  fir  ft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians  is  a  kind  of  treatife,  on  this 
fubjeft,  which  ought  in  the  firft  place  to  be  confuted,  as  being  the 
language  of  divine  infpiration.  Next  to  the  feriptnres  is  commonly 
ranked  an  excellent  epiftle  to  the  fame  Corinthian  chuich  by 
St.  Clement  of  Rome  [mentioned  as  is  iuppofecl  Phil.  iv.  3.] 
written  itieems  before  the  deftruction  of  Jeriiialem.  [Seech.xli.] 
In  that  epiftle  is  the  following  paffage,  remarkably  coincident  with 
the  language  of  St.  Paul,  on  this  fubjedt : 

“  Let  that  be  far  from  us  which  is  written,  4  Miferabte  are  the 
4  double-minded,  and  thole  who  are  doubtful  in  their  hearts.  Who 
‘  fay,  thefe  things  have  we  heard,  and  our  fathers  have  told  us 
4  thele  things.  But  behold  we  are  grown  old,  and  none  of  them 
«'  has  happened  unto  us.’  O  ye  fools  !  Confider  the  trees ;  take 
the  vine  for  an  example:  firft  it  flieds  its  leaves ;  then  it  buds; 
after  that  it  fpreads  its  leaves  ;  then  it  flowers  ;  then  come  the 
four  grapes  ;  and  after  them  follows  the  ripe  fruit.  Ye  fee  how- 
in  a  little  time  the  fruit  of  the  trees  come  to  maturity/  Of  a  truth, 
yet  a  little  while,  and  his  will  fhall  fuddenly  be  accomplifhed*  The 
holy  feripture  itlelf  bearing  witnefs,  4  that  .he.iliall  quickly  come 
4  and  not  tarry,  and  that  the  Lord  fhall  fuddenly  come,  to  his  tern- 
4  pie,  even  the  holy  one  whom  ye  look  for.’  Let  us  confider,  be¬ 
loved,  how  the  Lord  does  continually  fhew  us,  that  there  fliall  be 
a  future  refurredtion  ;  of  which  he  has  made  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
the  firft-fruits,  raiding  him  from  the  dead.  Let  us  contemplate, 
beloved,  the  relurredtion  that  is  continually  before  our  eyes* 
Day  and  night  manifeft  a  refurredfion  to  us..  Xhe  night  lies  down, 
and  the  day  arifes :  again  the  day  departs  and  the  night  comes  on* 
Let  us  behold  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  Every  one  fees  how  the 
feed  is  fown.  The  fower  goes  forth,  and  calls  it  upon  the  earth  ; 
and  the  feed  which  when  it  was  fown  fell  upon  the  earth  dry  and 
naked,  in  time  diffolves  :  and  from,  the  diflblution,  the  great 
power  of  the  providence  of  the  Lord  raifes  it  again ;  and  of  one 
feed  many  arife,  and  bring  forth  fruit.”  \Cl‘emetit> s  ift  epift.  Abp. 
Wake’s  Tranf.  feel.  23,  24.] 

From  this  paftage,  but  especially  St.  Paul’s  epiftle,  in  the  chap¬ 
ter  above  referred  to,  we  may  venture  to  determine  that  contro¬ 
verted  point,  how  far  the  bodies  of  the  faints  will  be  the  fame 
when  railed  from  the  dead,  namely,  juft  as  the  corn  which  lprings 
up  in  the  harveft,  is  the  fame  which  the  hulbarrdman  previoufly 
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the,  cleft  through  all  ages,  fhall  appear  together  on  the  face  ' 
of  the  earth,  (excepting  thole  few  whofe  bodies  were 
glorified  before  ;)  and  lhall  afeend  to  meet  Clirift,  who  fhall 
fix  his  throne  in  the  air,  whence  he  may  be  feen  by  all  that 
vafl  multitude  that  fit  all  be  gathered  before  him.  The 
church  of  faints  therefore  fhall  be  taken  up  from  the  earth 
to  aicend  to  their  Saviour.  T  hus  the  apoflle  tells  us, 
that  when  the  dead  4  in  Chrift  are  raifed,  and  the  living 
changed,  then  thofe  who  are  alive  and  remain,  fhall  be 
'  caught  up  together  with  them  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the 
4  air,  and  fo  lhall  we  be  ever  with  the  Lord/  [I.  Thef.  iv. 

1 6,  I  7*]  1  lien  fhall  the  wrork  of  redemption  be  finifhed 

m  another  refpecl  i  then  fhall  the  whole  church  be  per- 
feftly  and  for  ever  delivered  from  this  evil  world  :  they 
fhall  take  their  everlafting  leave  of  this  earth,  where  they 
have  been  ftrangers,  and  which  has  been  to  them  a  fcenc 
of  trouble  and  forrow  ;  where  the  devil  for  the  moll  part 
has  reigned  as  god,  and  has  greatly  molefted  them  ;  where 
Clin  ft  their  Lord  has  been  crucified  ;  and  w7here  they  have 
been  io  hated,  reproached,  and  perfecuted,  from  age  to 
age*  And  there  fhall  be  an  everlafting  reparation  made 
between  them  and  wicked  men.  Before  they  were  mixed 
together,  and  it  was  impoffible  in  many  inftances  to  de¬ 
termine  Which  were  which  ;  but  now  both  faints  and 
finners  lhall  appear  in  their  true  characters. 

What  an  immenfe  cloud  of  them  will  there  be  when 
all  the  church  fhall  be  gathered  together  from  the  eaft 
and  weft,  north  and  fouth,  to  the  right  hand  of  Chrift. 

lows  ;  not  indeed  the  bare  grain  which  was  call  into  the  ground, 
but  wonderfully  increafedand  improved.  [See  I.  Cor.  xv.]  So 
doubtlefs  the  bodies  raifed  will  be  ejjentially  (not  to  quibble  on  the 
word  individually )  the  fame  as  die  ;  but  no  lefs  wonderfully  im¬ 
proves  than  the  blade  and  ear  of  corn  from  a  fingle  grain.  The 
manner  of  this  we  may  not  be  able  to  comprehend  at  prefent ;  but 
we  may  furely  believe  the  faCt  on  the  credit  of  immutable  omni¬ 
potence.-— From  an  expreffion  of  St.  Paul,  [I.  Thef.  iv.  16.]  that 
4  the  dead  in  Chrift  fliall  rife  firftf  iome  divines  have  inferred  a 
twofold  refurrection,  firft  of  the  righteous  and  afterwards  of  the 
wicked,  but  tills  text  only  afferts,  that  the  dead  fliall  be  raifed 
before  the  living  are  changed,  as  appears  from  the  following 
mfe#  [G.  E.] 

— Then  # 


\ 


COMPLETED  IN  A  FUTURE  STATE. 


54* 

—Then  the  work  of  redemption  will  be  finifhed  in  this 
relpe&  alio.  They  all  belonged  to  one  fociety  before, 
but  yet  were  widely  feparated  from  each  other  ;  fome  being 
in  heaven,  and  fome  on  earth  ;  and  thofe  on  earth  werefepa- 
rated  one  from  another,  many  of  them  by  wide  oceans  and 
vaft  continents.  Rut  now  they  (hall  all  be  gathered  to¬ 
gether,  never  to  be  feparated  any  more.  And  not  only 
gathered  together,  but  gathered  unto  their  Head,  into  his 
immediate  glorious  prefence,  never  to  be  feparated  from 
him  any  more. 

At  the  fame  time,  all  wicked  men  and  devils  (hall  be 
brought  before  the  judgement- feat  of  Chriih  Thele  (bail  be 
gathered  to  his  left  hand,  and,  as  it  feems,  will  hill  re¬ 
main  upon  the  earth,  and  not  be  caught  up  into  the  air, 
as  the  faints  (hall.  Satan,  that  old  ferpent,  who  firft 
procured  the  fall  and  mifery  of  mankind,  and  has  all 
along  (hown  himfelf  fuch  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  final!  never  more  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
church  of  God,  or  be  fuffered  in  the  leah  to  afflict  any 
member  of  it  any  more  for  ever;  but  (hall  now  be  judged, 
and  receive  the  due  reward  of  his  deeds.  Now  is  come 
the  time  which  he  long  has  dreaded,  and  trembled  at  the 
thought  of  ;  the  time  wherein  he  mud  be  judged,  and  re¬ 
ceive  his  full  punifhment.  He  who  by  his  temptation 
malicioudy  procured  Chrid’s  crucifixion,  and  triumphed 
upon  it,  as  though  he  had  obtained  the  vidlory,  even  h& 
fhall  fee  the  confequences  of  the  death  of  Chrid  which 
he  procured :  for  Chrid’s  coming  to  judge  him  in  his 
human  nature  is  the  confequence  of  it ;  becaufe  he  ob¬ 
tained  and  purchafed  this  glory  to  himfelf  by  that  death* 
Now  he  mud  dand  before  that  fame  Jefus  whofe  death  he 
procured,  to  be  judged,  condemned,  and  eternally  de- 
droyed  by  him.  If  Satan,  the  prince  of  hell,  trembles 
at  the  thought  of  it  thoufands  of  years  beforehand,  how 
much  more  will  he  tremble,  as  proud  and  as  dubborn  as 
he  is,  when  he  comes  to  dand  at  Chrid’s  bar  !  Then 
(hall  he  alfo  dand  at  the  bar  of  the  faints,  whom  he  has 
fo  hated,  affli&ed,  and  moleded:  for  the  faints  fhall  judge 
him  together  with  Chrid:  [I.  Cor.  vi.  3.]  “  Know  ye 

not 
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not  that  we  fhall  judge  angels  \”  Now  ftiali  he  be  .  as  it 
were  fubdued  under  the  church’s  feet,  [Rom.  xvi.  20.] 
—Satan,  when  he  tempted  our  ftrft  parents  to  fall,  deceit- 
tully  and  falfely  told  them,  that  they  fhould  be  as  gods  : 
but  little  did  he  think  that  the  confequence  fhould  be, 
that  they  fhould  indeed  be  fo  much  like  gods,  as  to  be 
aiTeffors  with  God.  to  judge,  him.  (g)  Much  lefs  did  he 
think,  that  in  confequence  of  this  one  of  the  pofterity 
of  thole  perfons  whom  he  tempted,  fhould  actually  be 
.united  to  God,  .fhould  judge. the  world,  and  that  he  him- 
felf  mull;  Rand: trembling  and  aftonifhed  before  his  judge- 
ment-leat.  And  all  the  infernal  fpirits  who  have  fo 
oppofed  Chrift  and  his  kingdom,  fhall  now  at  la  ft  ftand 
in  the.  ytmoft  amazement  and  horror  before  Chrift  and  his 
' church,  who  fhall  appear  to  condemn  them. 

Now.  alfo  fhall  Chrift’s  other  enemies  be  brought  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  him.  Now  fhall  the  proud  fcribes  and  Pha- 
rifees,  who  had  fuch  a  malignant  hatred  againft  him  while 
in  his  ftate  of  humiliation,  and  who  perfecuted  Chrift 
to  death  :  thofe  bpfore  whole  judgement-feat  Chrift  was 
once  called,  and  flood  as  a  malefactor  at  their  bar,  and 
thofe  who  mocked  him,  and  buffeted  him,  and  fpit  in  his 
face ;  now  fhall  they  fee  Chrift  in  his  glory,  as  he  fore¬ 
warned  them,  [Matth.  xx*  i.  64,  65.]  when  he  was  be¬ 
fore  their  judgement-feat ;  but  now  they  fhall  ftand  before 
his  judgement-feat  with  inconceivable  horror  and  amaze¬ 
ment. 

Now  alfo  all  the  cruel  enemies  and  perfecutors  of  the 
church  that  have  been  in  all  ages,  fhall  come  m  fight  to¬ 
gether,  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians,  Antiochus  Epi- 
phan.es,  the  perfecuting  fcribes  and  Pharifees,  the  per- 

(g)  The  faints  f  jail  judge  the  fallen*  Angels  f  u  There  feems 
z  peculiar  dignity  and  propriety  in  this  determination  of  the  great 
God,  that  when  the  Devils  who  are  exprefsly  laid  to  be  4  re¬ 
served  in  chains  of  darknefs  to  the  judgement  of  the  great  day,’ 
[Jude  6.J  fhall  be  condemned,  the  faints  being  raifed  to  the 
feats  of  glory  which  thefe  wicked  fpirits  have  forfeited  and  loft, 
fhould  affift  in  that  fentence  which  fhall  difplay  the  victory  of  Chrift 
over  them  in  his  fervants,  once  their  captives,  and  will  no  doubt 
render  the  fentence  itfelf  yet  more  intolerable  to  creatures  of  fuch 
malignity  and  pride.”  [Doddridge,  on  I.  Cor,  vi.  3.] 

lee  u  ting 
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fecuting  heathen  emperors,  Julian  the  apoftate,  the  cruel 
perfccuting  Popes  and  Papifts,  Gog  and  Magog,  fhall  all 
appear  at  once  before  the  judgement-feat  of  Ciirift.  They 
and  the  faints  who  have  in  every "age  been  perfecuted  by 
them,  mu  ft  confront  one  another  before  the  great  Judge. 
And  now  fhall  the  faints  on  their  glorious  thrones  be 
made  the  judges  of  thofe  unjuft  kings 'and  rulers,  who 
have  before  judged  and  condemned  them  to  death.  Now 
ihall  thofe  perfecutors  behold  the  glory  to  which  they  are 
arrived,  whom  they  before  fo  defpifed  and  cruelly  treated, 
and  Chrift  will  make  thofe  holy  martyrs  as  it  were  to  come  . 
and  fet  their  feet  on  the  necks  of  their  perfecutors  ;  they 
ihall  be  made  their  footftool.  [See  Jofh.  x,  24]  Thus  won¬ 
derfully  \v ill  the  face  of  things  be  altered  from  what  it  u.fed 
to  be  in  the  former  times  of  the  world  ;  now  will  all 
things,  be  coming  to  rights. 

4.  The  righteoufnefs  of  the  church  fhall  be  manifefted, 
and  all  the  wickednefs  of  their  enemies  fhall  be  brought 
to  light.  Thofe  faints  who  had  been  the  objeTs  of  ha- 
tred,  reproach,  and  contempt  in  the  world,  and  were  re¬ 
viled  and  condemned  by  their  perfecutors  without  a  caule, 
ihall  now  be  fully  vindicated.  They  fit  all  now  appear 
cloathed  with  the  glorious  robe  of  ChrifUs  righteoufnefs. 
And  their  inherent  holinefs  fhall  alfo  be  made  manifeft, 
and  all  their  good  works  be  brought  to  light.  The 
good  things  which  they  did  in  fecret  fhall  now  be  mani- 
fefted  openly.  Thofe  holy  ones  of  God,  who  had  been, 
treated  as  though  they  were  the  filth  and  ofFscouring  of 
the  earth,  as  though  they  were  not  fit  to  live  upon 
earth,  fhall  now  appear  to  have  been  the  excellent  of  the 
earth.  Now  God  will  bring  forth  their  righteoufnefs  as 
the  light,  and  their  judgement  as  the  noon-day.  And 
now  Ihall  it  be  feen  who  were  thofe  that  were  not  fit  to 
live,  when  all  the  wickednefs  of  the  enemies  of  Chrift 
and  his  church,  their  pride,  their  malice,  their  cruelty, 
their  hatred  of  true  religion,  fhall  be  fet  forth  in  its  true 
light.  And  now  all  the  wickednefs  of  the  whole  world 
fhall  be  fully  difcovered,  their  very  hearts  opened  to 
view ;  and  things  that  have  been  fpoken  in  the  ear,,  in  the 

-  *  clofet, 
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clofet,  and  done  In  the  dark,  fhall  be  manifefted  in  the 

light,  and^proclaimed  before  angels andtfien.  [Lukexii,  3.J 

5.  Sentence  fhall  be  pronounced  both  on  the  righte¬ 
ous  and  the  wicked.  Chrift,  the  judge,  fliall  pafs  that 
fen te nee  on  the  church  at  his  right  hand,  4  Come,  ye 
4  blefled  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
‘  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world/  [Matt.  xxv.  34] 
This  fhall  be  pronounced  with  infinite  love,  and  the 
voice  will  make  every  heart  to  overflow  with  joy.  Thus 
Chrift  fliall  pronounce  a  fentence  of  juftification  on  thou- 
fands  and  millions,  who  have  before  had  a  fentence  of 
condemnation  palled  upon  them  by  their  perfecutors.  He 
■will  thus  put  honour  upon  thole  who  have  been  before 
defpifed  :  he  will  own  them  for  his,  and  will  as  it  were 
put  a  crown  of  glory  upon  their  heads  before  the  world  ; 
and  then  fhall  they  fhine  forth  as  the  fun  with  fefus 

Chrift  in  glory  and  joy,  in  the  fight  of  all  their  ene¬ 
mies.  (h) 

And  then  fliall  the  fentence  of  condemnation  be  patted 
on  the  wicked,  4  Depart,  ye  curfed,  into  everlafling  fire, 

4  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels/  [Matt.]  Thus 
fhall  the  church’s  enemies  be  condemned  ;  in  which  fen¬ 
tence  of  condemnation,  the  holy  martyrs,  who  have  buf¬ 
fered  from  them,  fhall  concur.  (1)  When  the  words  of 

this 

{  H  )  Chrift  ’Will  put-  honour  upon  his  faints  How  beautiful 
and  pointed  is  that  paflage  in  the  apocryphal  book  of  Wiiciom, 

,  which  represents  the  wicked  at  the  laft  day,  thus  bewailing  their 
folly,  and  contempt  of  the  faints  :  4  Then ’fliall  the  righteous  man 
4  hand  in  great  boldnefs  before  the  Dice  of  fuch  as  have  afflicted 

*  him,  and  made  no  account  of  his  labours.  When  they  fee  it, 
i  they  fliall  be  troubled  with  terrible  fear,  and  fhall  be  amazed  at 

*  the  ftrangenefs  of  his  falvation,  fo  far  beyond  all  that  they  looked 

*  tor.  And  they,  repenting  and  groaning  for  anguifh  of  fpirit, 

4  fliall  fay  within  theiufelves/  u  This  was  he  whom  we  had  fome- 
iL  times  in  derifion,  and  a  proverb  of  reproach.  We  fools  ac- 
44  counted  his  life  madnefs,  and  his  end  to  be  without  honour. — • 
u  How  is  he  numbered  among  the  children  of  God,  and  his  lot  is. 

14  among  the  faints!”  [Wifcl.  v.  1. — 5.] 

(1)  Depart, ye  curfed .]  44 Oh  !  let  me  never  hear  thy  voice  pro¬ 
nounce  thofe  dreadful  words.  With  what  terrors  would  that  fen¬ 
tence  pierce  my  heart,  while  it  thunders  in  my  ears !  To  be  fepa- 

rated 
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this  Sentence  are  pronounced,  every  Syllable  oS  it  will  be 
more  terrible  than  a  Stream  of  lightning  through  their 
hearts.  We  can  conceive  but  very  little  of  the  horror 
which  it  fh all  produce. 

6.  Upon  this  Christ  and  all  his  Saints,  and  the  holy 
angels  minifteriqg  unto  them,  Shall  leave  this  lower  world, 
and  aScend  up  to  the  higheft  heavens.  Chrift  Shall  afcend 
in  as  great  glory  as  he  defcended,  and  in  Some  refpefts 
greater  ;  for  now  he  Shall  afcend  with  his  eled  church 
with  him,  glorified  in  both  body  and  Soul.  Chrift’s  firft 
afcenfion  to  heaven  Soon  after  his  own  refurredion  was 
very  glorious  ;  but  this  Second  afcenfion,  the  afcenfioh  of 
Ins  myftical  body,  his  whole  chutch,  Shall  be  far  niore 
So.  The  redeemed  church  Shall  all  afcend  with  him  in  a 
moft  joyful  and  triumphant  manner  ;  and  all  their  ene¬ 
mies  and  persecutors,  who  Shall  be  left  behind  on  this 
accurfed  ground,  Shall  See  their  glory  and  hear  their  Songs. 

7.  When  Chrift  and  his  church  have  afcended  to  hea¬ 
ven,  this  World  lhall  be  Set  on  fire,  and  turned  into  a  great 
furnace,  wherein  all  the  enemies  of  Chrift  and  his  church 
Shall  be  tormented  for  ever  and  ever,  [IL  Pet.  iii.  7.] 

4  But  the  heavens  and  the  earth  which  are  now,  by  the 
4  fame  word  are  kept  in  Store,  refcrved  unto  fire  againft 

rated  from  thee,  and  cilrft  with  immortality, — who  can  fuftain  the 
intolerable  doom  ? 

O  dreadful  State  of  black  defpair, 

To  fee  my  God  remove, 

And  fix  my  doleful  Ration  where 
I  rauft  not  tafte  his  love, 

nor  view  the  light  of  thy  countenance  for  ever;  Unutterable 
woe!  there  is  no  hell  beyond  it.  Separation  from  God  is  the 
depth  ot  mifery.  Blacknefs  ot  darknefs,  and  eternal  night  muit 
neceflarily  involve  a  foul  excluded  from  thy  prefence. 

“  Depart  from  thee  !  Oh  !  whither  lhall  I  go  from  thee  ?  Into 
ntter  daiknefs  ?  Alter  that  fearful  doom,  I  iliould  without  con- 
fhaint  leek  out  (hades  as  dark  as  hell,  and  in  the  horrors  of  eter¬ 
nal  night  bewail  the  infinite  lois. 

<4  The  remembrance  of  that  loft  happinefs  would  render  celeftiai 
day  infufferable.  The  light  of  paradife  could  not  cheer  me  with¬ 
out  thy  favour:  the  fongs  of  angels  would  but  heighten  my  an- 
guifh,^  and  torment  me  with  a  feene  of  blifs  which  I  muft  never 
Uliu*”  .  [Mrs. Rowe’s  Meditations,  p.  67] 

4  A  ‘  the 
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*  tlle  dby  of  judgement,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men/ 
Ah  !  how  will  it  ftrike  the  wicked  with  horror,  when  the 
world  Ih all  be  let  011  fire,  either  by  lightning  from  heaven, 
or  fire  iffuing  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth;  efpecially 
when  the  fire  begins  to  lay  hold  upon  them,  and  they  find 
no  way  to  efcape  it.  [II.  Pet.  iii.  10.  12.]  6  The  heavens 

lliall  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements 

f  1  hall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  alio,  and  the 

*  works  that  are  therein,  fhall  be  burnt  up  ;  and  that  the 

4  heavens  being  on  fire  Ih all  be  dilfolved,  and  the  elements 
4  fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat/  And  fo  fierce  fhall  be  its 
heat,  that  it  fhall  burn  the  earth  into  its  very  centre. 
[Deut.  xxxii.  2  2.[  4  For  a  fire  is  kindled  in  my  anger,  and 
6  fhall  burn  unto  the  loweft  hell,  and  fhall  con  fume  the 

*  earth  with  increafe,  and  fet  on  fire  the  foundations  of 

4  the  mountains/ 

And  here  fhall  all  the  perfecutors  of  the  church  of 
God  burn  in  everlafling  fire,  who  have  before  burnt  the 
faints  at  the  flake,  and  fhall  i after  torments  beyond 
all  that  their  utmoft  wit  and  malice  could  infiidl  on 
them.  Here  their  bodies  fhall  be  tormented  eternally, 
and  never  be  confumed :  while  the  wrath  of  God  fhall  be 
poured  out  upon  their  fouls.  Though  the  fouls  of  the 
wicked  in  hell  do  now  fufrer  punifhment,  yet  that  will 
be  fo  increafed  at  the  day  of  judgement,  that  what  they 
fiiffered  before,  is  in  comparifon  of  it,  as  an  imprifonment 
to  the  execution  which  follows,  (k)  And  now  the  devil, 

that 

1 

(k)  The  eternity  of  hell  torments .]  This  is  a  fubjecf  fo  awful 
and  alarming,  that  a  benevolent  mind  would  never  with  to  con¬ 
template,  much  lefs  to  difcourfe  of  it,  but  a  faithful  miniffer  mu  ft 
not  always  confult  his  feelings,  but  be  content  fometimes  to  offer 
Violence  to  himfelf  for  the  good  of  others.  66  Where  is  the  mini- 
fter  of  the  gofpel  (fays  Mr.  Saurin)  who  has  not  a  thoufand  and  a 
thousand  times  difplayed  the  charms  of  religion,  and  difplayed 
them  in  vain  Some  fouls  muff  be  terrified;  fome  Tinners  muff 
be  faced  with  fear,  ancl  pulled  out  of  the  fire.  [Jude  23.]  Some 
hearts  are  fervfible  only  to  one  objedt,  that  is  hell ;  and  if  there  be 
any  one  way  of  preventing  their  being  really  precipitated  into  that 
frightful  abyfs  hereafter,  it  is  by  precipitating  them  there  in  ima¬ 
gination 
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that  old  ferpent,  Ihall  receive  his  full  punifhment  ;  and 

that  which  he  long  trembled  tor  fear  ot,  lliall  now  iully 

conic 

filiation  now  !  4  Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of  the  Lord.  \v  e  pe  i  - 
4  iuade  men.”  [II.  Cor.  v.  1 1.]  [Sermons,  v.  Vol.  i.  Sei.  7.] 

Such  preachers  have  been  called  minifters  of  damnation,  with  as 
much  propriety  as  a  man  who  alarmed  a  family  in  danger  of  fui  * 
rounding  dames,  fliould  be  called  a  melfenger  of  deftruction, 

Monf.  Claude  points  out  a  very  judicious  method  ot  treating  the 
fubjedt. — By  fhewing  that  man  is  a  creature  fubjedt  to  a  law-  a 
law  fuppofes  a  judge — and  a  judge  punifhment  upon  tranfgreflbrs. 
This  is  io  evident  to  the  common  ienfe  of  mankind,  that  all  na¬ 
tions  have  admitted  the  dodtrine  of  future  punifhment  into  the  it 
religions.  But  the  evidences  of  this  muff  not  reft  heie  ;  fciip- 
ture  mu  ft  be  applied  to  as  the  ultimate  authority  5  and  from  this 
muft  be  (hewn,  not  only  that  God  will  punifli  tinners,  but  pai- 
ticularly,  that  he  will  punifli  them  in  a  future  ftate — that  tbiy  pu¬ 
nifhment  will  involve  both  foul  and  body,  as  both  have  been 

connected  in  fin - that  it  muft  be  a  real  punifhment,  including 

real,  permanent,  and  everlafting  fenfation  of  pain — and  that  its 
degree  will  be  proportional  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  Judge,  the 
ftridtnefs  of  the  tribunal,  and  the  power  of  the  Almighty  hand  that 
executes  it.  [See  Claude’s  EBay,  tranil.  by  Robinfon,  vol.  i. 
402 — 408.]  But  we  fhall  rather  abftradt  the  fubftance  of  a  fermon 
of  our  author  (Pref.  Edwards)  who  has  treated  the  fubjeift  with 
much  argument  and  good  fenle,  interfperfing  (between  crotchets) 
fome  obfervations  from  other  authors. 

After  fome  preliminary  remarks,  our  author  eftablifhes  this 
doctrine,  viz.  That  the  mifery  of  the  wicked  hi  hell  will  be  abfo~ 
lutely  eternal.  In  difeourfing  on  this  dodtrine  he  advances  tour 
propofitions  : 

I.  That  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  divine  perfections  to  inflidt  on 
wicked  men  a  punifhment  that  is  eternal.  ( 1.)  That  it  is  not  incon- 

fiftent  with  divine  juftice  appears  from  the  infinite  evil  of  fin. - ** 

[Conftder  that  among  men  all  offences  increale  their  malignity  in 
proportion  to  the  dignity  of  the  perfon  offended.  The  murder  of 
a  Have  is  highly  criminal,  but  that  of  a  mailer,  a  father,  a  prince, 
proportionally  more  fo.  God  is  a  being  of  infinite  Majefty,  and 
his  authority  over  all  the  creatures  abfolute  and  unlimited  :]  God 
is  alfo  infinitely  worthy  of  love,  honour,  and  obedience  ;  our  ob¬ 
ligations  to  honour  and  obey  him  are  therefore  infinite,  and  confer 
quently  fin,  which  violates  all  thofe  obligations,  [infults  that  Ma¬ 
jefty,  and  renounces  his  authority]  muft  be  in  its  objcCl,  at  leaft, 
infinite,  and  therefore  deferves  infinite,  or  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
eternal  punifhment. —  (2.)  Neither  is  the  dodtrine  nconiiftent  with 
the  divine  mercy .  It  is  an  unreafonable  and  an  d-fcriptural  notion 
of  God’s  mercy,  to  fuppofethat  his  nature  is  fc  liable  to  be  moved 
ppd  overcome,  by  feeing  a  creature  in  \nifery,  hat  he  cannot  bear 
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come  upon  linn.  This  world,  which  formerly  ufed  to  he 

the 

to  fee  impartial  jufticc  executed.  The  fcriptures  reprefent  the 
mercy  of  God  as  tree  and  iovereign,  and  not  of  Rich  a  nature  that 
God  cannot  help  but  deliver  tinners  from  mifery.  This  is  a  mean 
and  molt  unworthy  idea  ot  the  divine  mercy;  it  is  alfo  contrary 
to  plain  tact,  t  or  it  there  be  any  meaning  in  the  objection,  it  fup- 
poles  tnat  all  the  mifery  of  a  creature,  whether  juft  or  unjuft,  is 
in  ltielf  conti aiy  to  the  nature  of  God.  For  if  a  very  great  de¬ 
gree  ot  mifery,  though  juft,  is  contrary  to  his  nature,  Then  it  is 
only,  in  our  conceptions,  to  add  to  the  mercy,  and  then  a  lefs  de¬ 
gree  of  mifery  will  be  fo.  And  fo,  the  mercy  of  God  being  infi- 
nne,  all  mifery  mujl  be  contrary  to  his  nature ;  which  is  manifeftly 
contrary  to  rad.  For  we  lee  that  God,  in  his  providence,  inflids 
very  great  calamities  on  mankind,  even  in  this  life.  However; 
itrong  filch  kind  of  objections  may  feem,  they  arife  from  want  of 
a  lente  of  the  infinite  evil  and  provocation  that  there  are  in  fin. — If 
fm  appeared  as  hateful  to  us,  as  eternal  mifery  appears  dreadful  ; 
ii  it  itiired  up  our  indignation  and  deteftation,  as  eternal  mifery 
does  our  terror,  all  objedions  again  ft  this  dodrine  would  vanifli  at 
once.  [So  obterves  the  inimitable  Saunn.  44  Allow  the  obliga¬ 
tions  under  which  the  incarnation  lays  mankind,  and  everlafting 
punifliment  feeins  to  me  to  have  nothing  contrary  to  divine  juftice. 
"  *^°>  tne  burning  lake  with  its  fmoke,  eternity  with  its  abylfes, 
devils  with  their  rage,  all  hell  with  all  its  horrors,  feem  to  me  not 
too  rigorous  for  the  punifliment  of  men,  who  have  6  trodden  un- 

*  ^er  foot  the  Son  of  God,  counted  the  blood  of  the  Covenant  an 

*  unholy  thing,  crucified  the  Son  of  God  afrefh,  and  done  defpite 
unto  the  Spirit  or  Grace.”  [Heb.  vi.  6.  x.  26.]  Saurin,  Vol.  iii. 

Ser.  13.] 

But  eternal  mifery  is  not  only  confiftent  with  the  divine  perfec¬ 
tions,  but  they  appear  evidently  to  require  it.  They  require  that 
God  fliould  infinitely  hate  fin — that  he  fliould  exprels  that  hatred ; 
(tor  no  pofiible  reafon  can  be  given  why  it  is  not  luitable  for  God 
to  aft,  as  it  is  linkable  for  him  to  be;)  and  the  proper  expreflion 
ot  an  infinite  hatred  to  fin,  in  the  inflidion  of  eternal  punifliment 
on  incorrigible  finners. 

II.  That  eternal  death  or  punifliment,  which  God  threatens  to 

the  wicked,  is  not  annihilation ,  but  an  abiding  fenfible  pnniJIjmcut , 
or  mifery.  ( 1 .)  The  fcripture  reprefents  it  as  implying  extreme 
pains  and  bufferings — 4  The  fmoke  of  their  torment [Rev.  xiv.  1 1 . 
See  alfo  Matt.  xxvi.  24.]  (2.)  It  defcribes  them  as  fenfible  of  their 

punifliment — 4  I  am  tormented.’  [Luke  xvi.  24.]  (3.)  It  men¬ 

tions  different  degrees  of  punifliment — 4  Few  ilripes  and  many.’ 
Luke  xii.  47.  See  alfo  Matt.  v.  22.]  (4.)  The  wicked  are  called 

6  Spirits  in  prifon.’  [I.  Pet.  iii.  19.] 

III.  The  punifliment  of  the  wicked  fliall  be  abfolutely  without 
end*  Of  thofe  who  have  held  that  the  torments  of  hell  are  not 
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the  place  of  his  kingdom,  where  he  let  himfelf  up  as  God, 

fhall 

abfolutely  eternal.  1.  Some  fuppofe,  that  in  the  threatenings  of 
ever!  aft  in  g  punifhment,  the  terms  tiled  do  not  necellarily  import 
a  proper  eternity,  but  only  a  very  long  duration.  2.  Others  iup- 
poie,  that  if  they  do  import  a  proper  eternity,  yet  we  cannot 
necellarily  conclude  thence,  that  God  will  fulfil  his  threatenings. 
But  (1.)  that  thefe  terms  imply  a  proper  eternity,  oblerve  that  al¬ 
though  the  words  for-ever,  &c.  are  fometimes  tiled  in  a  limited  fig- 
nilicatign,  as  referring  to  a  long  time,  on  this  fubjecl  they  cannot 
well  be  fo  taken  as  relating  to  a  period  which  commences  not  until 
time  is  no  more — that  they  are  doubled  4  for  ever  and  ever,’  [Rev. 
xiv.  1 1.]— -the  fame  exprellions  defcribe  the  happinefs  of  the  blei- 
fed,  [Matt.  xxv.  46.]  and  even  the  divine  exigence,  [Rev.  iv.  9.] 
where  there  is  no  doubt  of  their  importing  an  endlefs  period. — • 
Our  Lord  fays  that  tinners  fhall  not  be  delivered  till  they  have  paid 
the  utmofl  farthing,  [Matt.  v.  26.]  that  4  their  worm  dieth  not ,  and 
their  fire  is  not  quenched.  [Mark  ix.  44.]  [See  Note  d,  p.  46.] 
(2.)  There  are  others  who  allow,  that  thefe  threatentings  de¬ 
note  a  proper  eternity ;  yet  fuppofe  that  poffibly  God  may  not 
fulfil  them  ;  there  not  being  the  fame  realon  to  oblige  God  to  ful¬ 
fil  his  threatenings  as  his  promifes.  v 

But,  though  this  is  granted  as  to  conditional  threatenings,  it 
mull  not  be  admitted  of  thofe  which  are  pofitive  and  peremptory, 
as  are  thofe  of  eternal  punifhment ;  many  of  which  are  exprefl’ed 
in  the  form  of  predictions. — Such  perfons  alfo  fuppofe,  that  God 
was  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  a  fallacy  to  govern  the  world  by  ;  and 
a  fallacy  fo  weak  that  they  have  been  able  to  detefit  it. 

[“  But  if  it  were  allowed,  that  God  had  no  other  defign  in  de- 
nouncingeternal  punifliments  than  that  of  alarming  finners,  would 
it  become  us  to  oppofe  his  wife  purpofe,  and  with  our  unhallowed 
hands  throw  down  the  barrier  which  he  had  ereCted  againft  fin  ?  .  . 
Let  us  preach  the  gofpel  as  God  hath  revealed  it.  God  did  not 
think,  the  do&rine  of  everlafting  puniihment  injurious  to  the  holi- 
nefs  of  his  attributes.  Let  not  11s  pretend  to  think  it  will  injure 
them.”  Saurin,  Ser.  3.  Vol.  iii. ] 

IV.  Several  good  and  important  ends  wall  be  obtained  by  this 
eternal  puniihment  of  the  wicked.  As  the  vindication  of  God’s 
injured  majefty — the  honour  of  divine  juftice — and  even  indireft- 
ly,  the  glory  of  divine  mercy — and  the  greater  happinefs  of  the 
faints.  [Not  that  they  can  take  any  pleal'ure  in  the  fight  of  mi- 
fery,  but]  it  w  ill  make  them  more  fenlible  of  their  own  happinefs, 
and  more  to  prize  dilcriminating  grace.  [Pref.  Edwards9  Serm. 
Etern.  of  Hell.] 

Thus  far  our  author  ;  prolix  as  this  note  may  be  it,  is*  hoped 
the  importance  of  the  fubjefit  (epecially  at  this  time)  will  apolo¬ 
gize  for  briefly  confidering  an  objection  or  two  not  mentioned 
alxn  e,  but  which  to  fome  have  appeared  of  great  force. 

I.  It 
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(hall  be  the  place  of  his  full  and  everlafling  punifhment, 
(l)  And  in  this  another  defign  of  the  work  of  redemption, 
viz.  putting  ChriiVs  enemies  under  his  feet,  fhall  be  per¬ 
fectly  accomplifhed.  His  enemies  fhall  now  be  made  his 
footftool,  in  the  fulleft  degree.  Now  Ihall  be  the  com¬ 
plete 


1.  It  has  been  often  urged,  that  the  whole  period  in  which  men 
fin  being  but  a  few  years,  bears  no  proportion  to  an  eternity  of  buf¬ 
fering.  But  (as  Mr.  Saurin  hath  well  obferved)  u  it  is  not  the 
length  of  time  employed  in  committing  a  crime  that  determines  the 
degree  and  the  duration  of  its  punifhment,  it  is  the  turpitude  and 
atrocioufnefs  of  it.”  A  man  fhall  rob  us  in  the  flreet,  another 
ihall  receive  the  article  flolen,  our  law  fhall  tranfport  the  former 
for  7  and  the  latter  for  14  years,  though  both  were  inflantaneous 
arts.  But  a  third  (hall  by  a  Iona  continued  feries  of  cruelty  flarve 
a  domefiic  to  death,  and  yet  he  fhall  receive  an  inflantaneous  pu- 
nifhment,  he  fhall  die. 

2.  It  is  pofitively  laid  God  wall  not  keep  his  anger  for  ever, 
will  not  be  always  wrath,  [Pf.  chi.  9.  Ifa.  lvii.  16.]  and  yet  it  is 
alio  as  politively  faid  that  he  will  have  no  mercy  on  the  creatures 
of  his  own  hand,  but  punifli  them  with  everlafling  deflni&ion, 
[Ifa.  xxvii.  2.  II.  Thel.  i.  9.]  how  then  fhall  we  reconcile  thefe  af- 
lejrtions  ?  By  fixing  a  different  fenie  on  the  fame  words  to  favour  a 
Mattering  hypothefis  ?  No,  but  by  diflingu  filling  the  perfons  to 
whom  the  promiles  and  threatenings  are  addrefled,  the  former  to 
Ifrael,  to  the  contrite  and  humble  penitent ;  the  latter  to  obflinate 
and  impenitent  linners,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  context. 

After  all  we  do  not  deny,  but  that  fbme  perfons  by  treating  this 
dobtrine  injudicioufly  have  given  too  much  handle  to  obje&ors— 
we  do  not  pretend  that  it  has  no  difficulties  ;  but  we  think  mofl  of 
them  may  be  refolved  (Saurin  fays  nil  of  them)  by  confidering 
that  though  all  the  wicked  will  be  involved  in  punifhment  of  the 
fame  duration,  yet  God  can  apportion  the  degree  of  punifhment, 
to  the  degree  of  the  finners  turpitude.  And  that  this  punifhment 
will  not  be  merely  an  arbitrary  infliction  of  Deity,  but  the  natural 
confequence  of  fin.  Sin  efirannes  the  loui  from  God — banifhes 

4,  k) 

it  frqm  his  prefence — torments  the  confcience — hardens  the  heart, 
and,  without  almighty  grace,  a  fmner  left  to  himfelf  will  for  ever 
fin,  and  confequently  forever  futter.  [I.  N.] 

(l)  This  World Jhall  he  hell.]  So  conjecled  our  author  ;  on 
the  contrary  Dr.  Burnett  and  many  others  have  imagined  that  the 
earth  would  be  purified  and  become  the  heaven  of  the  faints, 
perhaps  both  were  wrong.  At  leafl  neither  of  thefe  pofitions  ieem 
to  be  plainly  revealed ;  and  our  notions  of  Spiritual  bodies  are  lo 
uncertain  and  imperfect  that  we  can  hardly  reafon  on  the  fubjeCt. 
Doubtlefs  the  Divine  Majefly  will  not  want  means  of  punifhing  ob- 
flinate  rebels  again  fl  his  government,  and  wherever  may  be  the 
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plete  fulfilment  of  that  threatening,  [Gen.  m.  i  c.]  ‘  It  fhall 
4  bruife  thy  head.’ 

8.  At  the  fame  time,  all  the  church  fhal!  entci  with 
Chrift,  their  head,  into  the  higheft  heavens,  and  ihali 
there  enter  on  the  hate  of  their  higheft  and  eternal  bleffed- 
nefs  and  glory.  While  the  lower  world,  which  they 
have  left  under  their  feet,  is  feized  with  the  tire  of  God’s 
vengence,  the  whoV  church  fhall  enter,  with  their  glo¬ 
rious  head,  and  all  the  holy  angels  attending,  in  a  joy¬ 
ful  manner,  into  the  eternal  paradife  of  God,  the  palace 
of  the  great  Jehovah,  their  heavenly  Father.  X  he  gates 
lhall  open  wide  tor  them  to  enter,  and  there  Clink  will 
bring  them  into  his  chambers  in  the  higheft  fenfe.  He 
will  bring  them  into  his  Father’s  houfe,  into  a  world 
not  like  that  which  they  have  leit.  Fine  Cmift  will 
bring  them,  and  prefent  them  in  glory  to  his  Fathei,  lay 


mg, 


pie  re  am  I  and  the  children  which  thou  haft  given. 


me  [Heb.  ii.  15.]  as  much  as  to  fay,  4  Here  am  I, 
with  every  one  of  thofe  whom  thou  ^aveft  me  tioin  etci 
nity  to  take  the  care  of,  that  they  might  be  redeemed  and 
glorified,  and  to  redeem  whom  I  have  done  and  fuffeied 
fo  much,  and  to  make  way  for  the  redemption  of  whom 
I  have  for  fo  many  ages  been  accomplifhing  fuch  great  re¬ 
volutions.  Here  they  are  now  perfedly  redeemed  in  body 
and  foul  ;  I  have  perfe&ly  delivered  them  from  all  the 


feene  of  his  juftice,  it  muft  exceed  the  power  oi  our  piefent  con¬ 
ceptions.  Milton  has  perhaps  in  the  following  paflage  given  the 
fineft  fpecimen  of  the  terrific  fublime,  which  ever  came  from  an 
uninfpired  pen. 

44  A  dungeon  horrible  on  all  fides  round 
As  one  great  furnace  flam’d,  yet  from  thofe  flames 
No  light,  but  rather  darknefs  vifible 
Serv’d  only  to  difeover  fights  of  woe, 

Regions  of  forrow,  doleful  ihades,  where  peace 
And  reft  can  never  dwell,  hope  never  comes 
That  comes  to  all ;  but  torture  without  end 
Still  urges,  and  a  fiery  deluge  fled 
With  ever  burning  fulphur  unconfum’d ; 

Such  place  eternal  juftice  has  prepared 
For  thofe  rebellious.” 
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!  111  effe^s,  of  the  faI!’  a,ld  ^ed  them  from  all  their  ene- 
,  ™’eS;  1  haVe  brouSht  them  together  into  one  glorious 
,  f0^"--y’  a,nd  umted  them  aH  in  my  (elf :  I  have  openly 
,  4  Juftlf'ed  thenl  all  before  angels  and  men,  and  I  have 
brought  them  hither  from  that  accurfed  world  where 

‘  lhe/  h'dle  fuffered  fo  much,  and  preferred  them  fpotlefs 
before  thy  throne :  I  have  done  all  that  for  them  which 
‘thou  haft  appointed  me:  I  havo  perfeftly  cleanfed 
them  from  all  filthinefe  in  my  blood,  and  here  they 
‘are  refplendent  with  thy  perfeft  image.’  And  then  the 
bather  w.ll  accept  and  own  them  for  his  children,  and 
will  welcome  them  to  the  eternal  and  perfeft  inheritance 
and  glory  of  his  houfe,  giving  them  more  glorious  mani- 
reftations  of  his  love  than  ever,  and  admitting  them  to  a 
more  full  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  himfelf. 

And  now  (hall  be  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  in  the 
moil  per  fed!  fenfe.  The  commencement  of  the  glorious 
times  of  the  church  on  earth,  after  the  fall  of  antichrift 
is  reprefented  as  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb :  but  after 
this  we  read  of  another  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  day  of  judgement.  _  After  the  beloved  difciple  had 
given  an  account  of  the  day  of  judgement,  in  the  clofe  of 
the  xxth.  chapter  of  Revelation,  then  he  proceeds  to  give 
an  account  of  what  follows  in  the  xxift.  &  xxiid.  chapters  ; 
and  particularly  he  gives  an  account,  that  he  faw  the 
holy  city,  the  new  Jerufalem,  (m)  prepared  as  a  bride 
adorned  for  her  hufband.  And  when  Chrift  (hall  bring 
his  church  into  his  Father’s  houfe  ia  heaven,  after  the 
judgement,  he  lhall  bring  her  thither  as  his  bride,  having 
there  prefented  her,  whom  he  loved,  and  gave  himfelf 
for,  to  himfelf  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch 
thing. ^  [Eph.  v.  27.]  The  bridegroom  and  the  bride 
lhall  then  enter  into  heaven,  both  having  on  their  wed¬ 
ding 

/  ✓  0 

(m)  x'he  New  Jerusalem.]  Among  other  circumfiances 
(which  are  undoubtedly- allegorical)  in  the  magnificent  defcription 
of  this  city,  it  is  faid  [Rev.  xxi.  21.]  6  The  fireet  of  the  city  was 
pme  gold  as  it  v>ere  tranlparent  glafs.’— — -From  this  pailage  an  in¬ 
genious 
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ding  robes,  attended  with  all  the  glorious  angels,  and 
commencing  an  eternal  fealt  of  bleflednefs.  T  his 
lhall  be  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  ot  ChriR’s  heart,  wherein 
lie  will  greatly  rejoice,  and  all  the  faints  with  him. 
ChriR  fhall  rejoice  over  his  bride,  and  the  bride  fhall  re¬ 
joice  in  her  liufband,  in  this  Rate  of  her  conlummate  and 
everlaRing  bleflednefs. 

And  now  the  whole  work  of  redemption  is  Rnifhed. 
We  have  feen  how  it  has  been  carrying  on  from  the 
fall  of  man  to  this  time.  But  now  it  is  complete,  the  top 
Rone  of  the  building  is  laid.  In  the  progrels  of  the  dil- 
courfe  on  this  fubjed,  we  have  followed  the  church  of 
God  in  all  the  ftorms  and  tempeRs  through  which  fhe  has 
pafTed,  till  at  length  we  have  feen  her  enter  the  harbour, 
and  land  in  the  higheR  heavens,  in  complete  and  eter¬ 
nal  glory.  We  have  gone  through  time,  and  the  feveral 
ages  of  it,  as  the  providence  of  God,  and  the  word  ot 
God,  have  led  us :  and  now  we  have  ilTued  in  eternity 
when  time  fhall  be  no  more.  We  have  feen  all  the 
church’s  enemies  fixed  in  endlefs  milery,  and  the  church 
presented  before  the  Father  in  heaven,  there  to  enjoy  the 

genious  writer  (Mr.  Newton,)  has  fuggeRed  the  following  beautiful 

ideas . “If  our  reading  is  right,  we  muft  underhand  it  either 

of  gold,  pure,  bright,  and  perfpicuous  as  the  fineft  tranlparent 
glafs,  or  elfe,  as  two  diftinCt  companions  ;  fplendid  and  durable  as 
the  pureft  gold,  clear,  and  tranfparent  as  the  fineft  glafs. — Our 
glafs  is  clear  but  brittle,  our  gold  is  finning  and  folid,  but  it  is 
opaque  and  difcovers  only  a  furface  ;  and  thus  it  is  with  our  minds. 
The  powers  of  imagination  are  lively  and  extenfive,  but  tranfient 
and  uncertain.  The  powers  of  the  underftanding  are  more  folid 
and  regular  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  more  flow  and  limited,  and  con¬ 
fined  to  the  outride  properties  of  the  few  objefts  around  us.  But 
when  we  arrive  within  the  vail,  the  perfections  of  the  glafs  and 
gold  will  be  combined,  and  the  imperfections  of  each  entirely 
ceafe.  Then  we  fhall  know  more  than  we  can  now  imagine  ;  the 
glafs  [hall  be  all  gold.  And  then  we  fhall  apprehend  truth  in  all  its 
relations  and  confequences  ....  by  a  fingle  glance  of  thought,  as 
the  fight  pierces  in  an  inftant  through  the  largeft  tranfparent  body : 

the  gold  will  be  all  glafs . (I  do  not  offer  this  as  the  fenfe 

of  the  paftage.”)  [Cardiphonia,  Vol.  i.  p.  14,  15.] 

4  B 
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moil  unfpeakable  and  inconceivable  glory  and  bleflednefa 
throughout  the  never  ending  ages  of  eternity,  (n) 

Notv  all  Chrift’s  enemies  will  be  perfedly  put  under 
his  feet,  and  he  Ihall  have  his  mod  perfeft  triumph  over 
fm  and  Satan,  and  all  his  inftruments,  and  death  and  hell. 
Now  Ihall  all  the  promifes  made  to  Chrift  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  the  promifes 
of  the  covenant  of  redemption,  be  fully  accomplifhed. 
Chrift  fhall  now  perfectly  have  obtained  the  joy  that  was 
let  before  him,  for  which  lie  undertook  thole  fufferings 
which  he  underwent  in  the  Hale  of  humiliation.  Notv 
fhail  all  the  hopes  and  expe&ations  of  the  faints  be  ful¬ 
filled.  The  ftate  of  things  that  the  church  was  in  before 
was  a  progreffive  and  preparatory  ftate  ;  but  now  lhe  is 
arrived  to  her  moft  perfect  ftate  of  glory.  All  the  glory 
of  the  heft  times  of  the  church  on  earth  is  but  a  faint 
Ihadotv  of  this  her  confummate  felicity  in  heaven. 

And  now  Chrift  the  great  Redeemer  fhall  be  moft:  per¬ 
fectly  glorified,  and  God  the  Father  fhall  be  glorified  in 
him,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  fhall  be  moft:  fully  glorified  in 
the  perfedlion  of  his  work  on  the  hearts  of  all  the  church. 
— And  now  ihall  that  new  heaven  and  new  earth,  or  that 
renewed  ftate  of  things,  which  had  been  building  up  ever 
fence  Chrift’s  refurre&ion,  be  completely  finilhed,  after 
the  very  material  frame  of  the  old  heavens  and  old  earth 
are  deftroyed :  [Rev.  xxi.  i.]  ‘  And  I  faw  a  new  heaven 

(n)  Eternity.] 

44  Eternity,  the  various  fentence  paft, 

Affigns  the  fever’d  throng  dillindt  abodes. 

Sulphureous  or  arnbroliai :  what  enlues  ? 

'Fhe  deed  predominant !  the  deed  of  deeds  ! 

Which  makes  a  hell  of  hell,  a  beav'n  of  heav’n. 

The  goddels,  with  determin’d  afpedt,  turns 
Her  adamantine  keys,  enormous  fize, 

Thro’  deiliny’s  inextricable  wards, 

Deep  driving  every  bolt  on  both  their  fates. 

Then  from  the  chryflal  battlements  ofheav’n, 

Down,  down,  Hie  hurls  it  thro’  the  dark  profound. 

Ten  thoufand,  thoufand  fathoms,  there  to  ruft, 

And  ne’er  unlock  her  refolution  more.” 

[Young’s  Night’s  Thoughts,  N.  9.] 

6  and 
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*  and  a  new  earth  :  for  the  firft  heaven  and  the  firfi:  earth 

*  were  paficd  away. — And  who  can  conceive  of  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  thofe  praifes  which  fhall  be  fung  in  heaven  on 
this  great  occafion.  The  beloved  difciple  John  fee  ms  to 
want  expredion  to  delcribe  the  joy  on  the  fall  of  antichiill, 
and  fays,  6  It  was  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the 

*  voice  of  mighty  thunderings,  faying,  Alleluia :  for  the 
i  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth.’  But  much  more  inex- 
preflible  will  thofe  praifes  be  which  will  be  fung  in  heaven 
after  the  final  confummation  of  all  things:  they  will  be 
mighty  thunderings  indeed  ! 

And  now  how  are  all  the  former  things  pafled  awray,  and 
what  a  glorious  flate  are  things  fixed  in  to  remain  to  all 
eternity !  and  as  Chrifl,  when  he  firfi  entered  upon  the 
work  of  redemption  after  the  fall  of  man,  had  the  king¬ 
dom  committed  to  him  of  the  Father,  and  took  on  him- 
felf  the  adminiflration  of  the  affairs  of  the  univerfe,  to 
manage  all  fo  as  to  fubferve  the  purpofes  of  this  affair  j 
fo  now,  the  work  being  finifhed,  he  will  deliver  up  the 
kingdom  to  God  even  the  Father,  [I.  Cor.  xv.  24.]  ‘  Then 

*  cometh  the  end,  when  he  fhall  have  delivered  up  the 

‘  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father;  when  he  fhall  have 
‘  put  down  all  rule,  and  all  authority  and  power/  Not 
that  Chrifl  fhould  ceafe  to  reign  or  have  a  kingdom  after 
this;  for  it  is  faid,  [Luke  i.  33.]  ‘  He  fhall  reign  over 

‘  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there 

*  fhall  be  no  end.’  [Dan.  vii,  14.]  c  His  dominion 
‘  is  an  everlafling  dominion,  which  fhall  not  pafs  away, 

4  and  his  kingdom  that  which  fhall  not  be  deflroyed/  But; 
the  meaning  is,  that  Chrift  fhall  deliver  up  that  kingdom 
or  dominion  which  he  has  over  the  world,  as  the  Father’s 
delegate  or  vicegerent,  to  be  managed  in  fubferviency  to 
this  great  defign  of  redemption.  The  end  of  this  commif-? 
lion,  or  delegation,  which  he  had  from  the  Father,  feems 
to  be  to  fubferve  this  particular  defign  of  redemption;  and 
therefore,  when  that  defign  is  fully  accomplifhed,  the 
commiffion  will  ceafe,  and  Chriil  will  deliver  it  up  \o  the 
father,  from  whom  he  receivedjt, 

482  Q E  N  ^ 
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general  improvement. 

I  PROCEED  now  to  enter  upon  fome  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  that  has  been  (aid  from  this  doftrine. 

i.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  great  a  work  this  of  re¬ 
demption  is.  We  have  now,  in  an  imperfeft  manner 
conlidered  its  whole  progrefs  from  its  foundation  at  the 
fall  through  a  long  fucceffion  of  wonderful  works,  advan¬ 
cing  higher  and  higher  from  one  age  to  another,  till  the 
top  (lone  is  laid  at  the  end  of  the  world.  And  now  let  us 
confider  how  great  this  work  is.  Do  men,  when  they 
behold  the  palaces  of  princes  admire  their  magnificence, 
and  grandeur  ?  How  then  lhould  we  admire  this  building 
of  God,  which  he  has  been  eredling  for  hitnfelf  through  ' 
a  long  fucceffion  of  ages,  There  are  three  things  which 
have  been  mentioned,  that  efpecially  ihow  the  greatnefs  of 
this  work  of  redemption. 

(i.)  The  nature  of  thofe  particular  events  and  dif- 
pe  illations  of  Providence,  by  which  it  is  accomplilhed. 
What  great  things  were  done  in  the  world  to  prepare  the 
way  for  ChrifPs  coining,  and  fubfequent  purchafe  of  re¬ 
demption  !  How  wonderful  was  the  incarnation  of  Chrift* 
that  God  fhould  become  man,  fhould  relide  upon  earth 
for  four  and  thirty  years  in  a  mean,  defpifed  condition; 
that  he  lhould  fpend  his  life  in  fuch  labours  and  fuffer- 
ings,  and  at  laft  die  upon  the  crofs  !  And  what  great 
things  have  been  done  to  accomplifh  the  fuccefs  of  ChrilVs 
redemption!  For  this  purpofe  he  arofe  from  the  dead,  and 
afcended  up  into  heaven,  and  all  things  were  made  fub- 
jech  to  him.  How  many  miracles  have  been  wrought, 
what  mighty  revolutions  have  been  brought  to  pafs  in  the 
world  already,  and  how  much  greater  do  we  yet  expedl ! 

(2.)  The  number  of  thofe  great  events  by  which  God 
carries  on  this  work,  fhows  the  greatnefs  of  the  work. — 

1  hofe  mighty  revolutions  fill  up  many  ages.  The  work 
of  creation  was  completed  in  fix  days  ;  but  the  great  dif- 
penfations  by  which  the  work  of  redemption  is  carried 
on,  are  fo  many,  that  they  fill  up  fix  or  feven  thoufand 

years. 
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years.  The  flood,  the  building  of  Babel,  the  difperfion 
of  the  nations,  the  lhortening  of  the  days  of  man’s  life, 
the  calling  of  Abraham,  the  dyftruflion  of  Sodom  and 
GomoYrah  ;  a  long  leries  of  \ybnderful  providences  rela¬ 
ting  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  Jofeph  ;  the 
wonders  in  "Egypt,  in  tiue-Ked  Sea,  in  the  wildernels  ;  and 
a  long  l'ucceflion  of  wonderful  providences  from  age  to 
age  towards  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  all  contributed  in 
ioine  view  to  this  great  end.  What  great  things  were 
done  alfo  in  Chrilt’s  time,  and  fince  then,  in  overturning 
Satan’s  kingdom  in  the  heathen  empire,  in  preferving  his 
church  in  the  dark  times  of  popery,  and  in  bringing 
about  the  Reformation  !  How  many  great  and  wonder¬ 
ful  things  muff  be  eftedled  in  accompiiihing  the  glorious 
times  of  the  church  ;  and  at  Chrifl’s  laft  coming  on  the 
day  of  judgement,  in  the  aeflru&ion  of  the  world,  and  in 
carrying  the  whole  church  into  heaven  ! 

(3.)  The  glorious  ilfue  of  this  whole  affair,  in  the  juft 
and  eternal  deftrudtion  of  the  wicked,  and  in  the  eonfum- 
mate  glory  of  the  righteous.  And  now  let  us  once  more 
take  a  view  of  this  building,  now  it  is  finilhed  and  the 
top-flone  laid.  It  appeared  in  a  glorious  height  in  the 
apoffles’  time  ;  higher  in  the  time  of  Conflantine,  and  will 
appear  much  more  glorious  ftill  after  the  fall  of  anti ch riff ; 
but  at  the  confummation  of  all  things,  .it  appears  in  its 
greateff  magnificence,  as  a  complete  lofty  ffrudlure,  whole 
top  reaches  to  the  heaven  of  heavens  ;  a  building  worthy  of 
the  great  God,  the  King  of  kings. 

From  what  has  been  laid,  we  may  infer,  that  the  work 
of  redemption  is  the  greateff  of  all  God’s  works  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge.  This  work  is  the  principal  of 
all  God’s  works  of  providence,  and  to  this  they  are  all  re¬ 
ducible.  All  the  revolutions  in  the  world  are  to  fubferve 
this  grand  defign.  The  work  of  redemption  is  alfo  greater 
than  that  of  creation,  as  the  ufe  of  an  houfe  is  the 
end  of  building  it.  The  work  of  the  new  creation  is  more 
excellent  than  the  old  !  So  it  ever  is,  that  when  one 
thing  is  removed  by  God  to  make  way  for  another,  the 
pew  one  excels  the  old.  Thus  the  temple  excelled  the  ta¬ 
bernacle  . 
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bemacle ;  the  new  covenant,  the  old  ;  the  new  difpenfa- 
tton  of  the  gofpel,  the  difpenfation  of  Mofes  ;  the  throne 
of  David,  the  throat  of  Saul ;  the  priefthood  of  Chrift, 
the  priefthooci  of  Aaron  ;  the  new  Jerufalem,  the  old  ; 
and  fo  the  new  creation  far  excels  the  old.  This  work  of 
redemption  is  lb  much  the  greateft  of  God’s  works,  that  all 
the  other  are  to  be  looked  upon  either  as  parts  or  appen¬ 
dages  of  it,  or  as  fome  way  reducible  to  it ;  and  fo  all 
the  decrees  of  God  do  fome  way  or  other  belong  to  that 
eternal  covenant  of  redemption  which  was  between  the 

Father  and  the  Son  before  the  foundation  of  the  world. _ .. 

Every  decree  of  God  is  fome  way  or  other  reducible  t« 
that  covenant.  And  feeing  this  is  fo  great  a  work,  we  need 
not  wonder  that  the  angels  defire  to  look  into  it :  that  it 
is  fo  much  infiffed  on  in  the  Bible  :  being  the  great  fubjeft 
of  its  doftrines,  promifes,  types,  fongs,  lnllones,  and  pro¬ 
phecies. 

2.  Hence  we  may  learn  that  God  is  the  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  beginning  and  end  of  all  things.  Such  are 
the  characters  and  titles  we  find  often  aferibed  to  God  in 
thofe  places  where  the  fcrlpture  fpeaks  of  the  courfe  of 
providential  events  ;  [Ifa.  xli.  4.}  ‘  Who  hath  wrought 

*  and  done  it,  calling  the  generations  from  the  beginning  ? 

*  I,  the  Lord,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  I  am  he/  [Seealfo 
I  fa.  xlv.  6,  7.  and  xlviii.  9,  12.}  And  therefore,  when 
Chrift  reveals  the  future  events  of  Providence  relating  to 
his  church  and  people,  and  this  affair  of  redemption,  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  to  his  difciple  John,  he  often  reveals 
himfelf  under  this  character  ;  [Rev.  i.  8.]  *  I  am  Alpha 

*  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  faith  the  Lord, 

*  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Al- 
4  mighty.’  [ver,  10,  11.]  f  l  heard  behind  me  a  great  voice 

*  as  of  a  trumpet,  faying,  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the 

*  firft  and  the  laft/  Alpha  and  Omega  are  the  names  of 
the  firft  and  laft  letters  of  the  Greek  alphabet,  as  A  and 
Tj  are  of  ours  ;  and  therefore  it  fignifies  the  fame  as  his 
being  the  firft  and  the  laft,  and  the  beginning  and  the  end¬ 
ing.  Thus  God  is  called  in  the  beginning  of  this  book, 
before  the  courfe  of  the  prophecy  begins  j  and  fo  again  at 
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the  end  of  it,  after  the  final  iffue  of  events.  [Rev.  xxi.  6*j 
4  And  he  laid  unto  me,  It  is  done.  I  am  Alpha  and  Ome- 

*  ga.  the  beginning  and  the  end.’  [Chap.  xxii.  i  2,  13*] 

4  And  behold,  1  come  quickly;  and  mV  reward  is  with  me, 

4  to  give  every  man  according'  as  his  work  lhail  be.  I 
4  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end,  the 

4  firfi:  and  the  lad.’ 

We  have  now  feen  how  all  things  were  from  God  in 
the  beginning;  on  what  defign  God  began  the  couile  of 
his  providence,  and  how  it  has  been  carried  on  agieeabie 
to  his  defign,  without  ever  failing  :  and  that  at  lad  the 
conclufion  and  final  illue  of  things  are  to  God  ;  we  may 
therefore  exclaim  with  the  apodle,  [Rom.  xi.  33,  36.] 

*  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wildom  and 

4  knowledge  of  God  !  how  unlearchable  are  his  judge- 
4  meats,  and  his  ways  pad  finding  out  k  or  of 

*  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things;  to 
4  whom  be  glory  for  ever,  Amen.’  We  have  feen  other 
flates  and  empires,  one  after  another,  fall  and  come  to  no¬ 
thing,  even  the  greated  and  dronged  of  them ;  how  the 
world  has  been  often  overturned,  and  will  be  more  re¬ 
markably  fo  yet  than  ever  it  has  been  ;  we  have  feen  how 
the  world  was  fird  dedroyed  by  water,  and  that  at  lad  it 
fhall  be  utterly  confumedby  fire  ;  but  yet  God  remains  the 
fame  through  ail  ages.  He  was  before  the  beginning  of 
this  courie  of  things,  and  he  will  be  after  the  end  of 
them.  [ Pfal.  cii.  25,  26.]  We  have  feen  all  other  gods 
perifh  ;  the  ancient  gods  of  the  heathen  in  the  nations 
about  Canaan,  and  throughout  the  Roman  empire,  arc 
.all  dedroyed,  and  their  worfhip  long  fince  overthrown  ; 
we  have  feen  Antichrid,  who  has  called  himfelf  a  god  on 
earth,  and  Mahomet,  who  claims  religious  honours,  and 
all  the  gods  of  the  Gentiles,  perifh  :  and  even  Satan,  the 
great  dragon,  that  old  ferpent,  who  has  fet  up  himfelf  as 
god  of  this  world,  will  be  cad  into  the  lake  of  fire,  there 
to  fuffer  his  complete  punifhment :  but  Jehovah  remains, 
and  his  kingdom  is  an  everlading  kingdom,  and  of  his,,, 
dominion  there  is  no  end.  We  have  feen  mighty  artd 

numberlefs 
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number lefs  changes  in  the  world  ;  but  God  is  unchange¬ 
able,  ‘  the  lame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.’  fHeb 
xiii.  8.] 

We  began  at  the  head  of  the  ftream  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence,  and  have  traced  it  through  its  various  windings  and 
turnings,  till  we  are  come  to  the  end  of  it,  and  we  fee 
where  it  iffues.  .  As  it  began  in  God,  fo  it  ends  in  God. 

ocean  into  which  it  empties  itfelfv _ 

l  i evidence  is  like  a  mighty  wheel,  whofe  circumference 
is  fo  high  that  it  is  dreadful  ;  with  the  glory  of  the  God 
of  Ifrael  above  upon  it,  as  it  is  reprefented  in  Ezekielrs 
vifion.  [Ezek.  i.  15,  &c.]  We  have  feen  the  revolution  of 
this  wheel,  and  how,  as  it  was  from  God,  fo  its  return 
has  been  to  God  again.  All  the  events  of  divine  provi¬ 
dence  are  like  the  links  of  a  chain  ;  the  firft  link  is  from 
God,  and  the  laft  is  to  him. 

3.  We  may  fee  by  what  has  been  faid,  how  Chrift 
m  all  things  has  the  pre-eminence.  For  this  great  work 
of  redemption  is  all  his  work  ;  and  therefore  being,  as  it 
weie,  the  fum  of  God  s  works  of  providence,  this  fhows 
the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  being  above  all,  and 
through  all,  and  in  all.  That  God  intended  the  world 
for  his  Son  s  ule  in  the  affair  ot  redemption,  is  one  reafon 
given  why  he  created  it  by  him,  as  feems  to  be  intimated 
by  the  apoftle  in  Eph.  iii.  9 — 12.  What  has  been  faid 
Lows  how  all  the  purposes  of  God  are  in  Chrift  ;  that  he 
is  before  all,  and  above  all,  and  that  all  things  confift  and 
are  governed  by  him,  and  for  him.  [Colof.  i.  15 — 18.] 
That  God  has  made  him  his  firft-born,  higher  than  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  and  fet  'his  throne  above  their  thrones; 
and  upheld  his  kingdom,  when  theirs  haveallcometo  an  end. 
We  fee,  that  whatever  changes  there  are,  and  however 
Chrifl’s  enemies  may  exalt  themfelves,  that  yet  finally  all 
his  enemies  fhall  become  his  footflool,  and  that  he  fhall 
reign  in  uncontrouled  power  and  immenfe  glory  ;  alfo 
that  in  the  end  his  people  fhall  be  all  perfectly  faved  and 
made  eternally  happy.  Thus  God  gives  'the  world  to  his 
Son  for  his  inheritance. 

(4.)  Hence 
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(4.)  Hence  we  may  fee  the  confiilency,  order,  and 
beauty,  of  God’s  works  of  providence.  If  we  behold 
thefe  events  in  any  other  view  than  that  in  which  they 
have  been  fet  before  us*  they  will  all  look  like  confufion, 
like  a  number  of  jumbled  events  coming  to  pafs  without 
any  order  or  method  ;  like  the  tolling  of  the  waves  of  the 
fea  ;  things  will  look  as  though  one  confufed  revolution 
came  to  pafs  alter  another*  merely  by  blind  chance,  with¬ 
out  any  regular  or  certain  end. 

But  if  we  conlider  the  events  of  Providence  in  the  light 
in  which  the  fcriptures  fet  them  before  us,  they  appear  an  or- 
derly  feries  of  events,  all  wifely  diredled  in  excellent  narmo- 
ny  and  confiflence,  tending  all  to  one  end.  "The  wheels 
of  providence  are  not  turned  round  by  blind  chance,  but 
they  are  full  o,f  eyes  round  about,  a$  Ezekiel  reprefents, 
and  they  are  guided  by  the  fpirit  ol  God,  [Ch.  i.  18 — -20.] 
where  the  fpirit  goes,  they  go  :  and  all  God’s  works  of 
providence,  through  all  ages,  meet  in  one  at  lall,  as  fo 
many  lines  in  one  centre,  (o) 

It 

(o)  The  myjlerits  of  Providence  ,~\  It  is  a  remark  of  fome  of  the 
Puritan  divines,  that  he  that  duly  obferves  the  divine  providences, 
will  never  want  providences  to  obferve*  And  this  hath  always 
been  the  practice  of  believers.  u  If  thou  be  a  Chriftian  indeed, 
(favs  pious  Mr.  Baxter)  I  know  thou  hafl,  if  not  in  thy  book, 
yet  certainly  in  thy  heart,  a  great  many  precious  favours  of  Provi¬ 
dence  upon  record.”  [Saints’  Reft,  p.  i68i]  And  not  only  on  earth, 
but  particularly  in  heaven,  the  contemplation  of  divine  Providence 
willbe  a  fource  of  inconceivable  delight  to  the  believer.  64  When  the 
records  of  eternity  (fays  Mr.  Howe)  (hall  be  expofed  to  view,  all 
the  counfels  and  reiults  of  that  profound  wifdom  looked  into,  how 
will  it  tranfport !  when  it  fhall  be  difcCrned,  lo  !  thus  were  the 
deftgns  laid  ;  here  were  the  apt  junctures  and  dependencies  of 
things,  which  when  adted  upon  the  ftage  of  time,  feemed  fo  per¬ 
plexed  and  intricate  1”  [Blelfednefs  of  the  Righteous,  p.  76.] — • 
The  fubjeft  is  exhauftlefs ;  we  fhall  only  add  a  ftiort  paflage  from 
another  admirable  writer  of  the  laft  century. 

“  O  how  ravifhing  a  fight  is  that !  to  behold  at  one  view  the 
whole  delign  of  Providence,  and  the  proper  place  and  ufe  of  every 
lingle  adt,  which  we  could  not  underftandin  this  v/orld  ;  for  what 
Chrift  faidto  Peter,  [John  xiii.  7.]  is  as  applicable  to  fome  provi¬ 
dences  in  which  we  are  now  concerned,  as  it  was  to  that  particular 
aftion ;  ‘  What  I  do  thou  knovveft  not  now,  but  hereafter  thou 

4  C  ‘  fhalt 
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It  is  with  Grod  s  works  of  providence,  as  it  is  with 
Ins  woik  of  creation  ,  it  is  but  one  work.  1  he  events 
of  I  lovidence  are  not  io  many  dillinX,  independent 
works,  but  they  are  rather  fo  many  different  parts  of  one 
work,  one  regular  icheme.  The  works  of  providence  are 
not  difunited  and  jumbled  without  connexion  or  depen* 
dence,  but  are  all  united,  juft  as  the  feveral  parts  of  one 
building.  There  are  many  hones,  many  pieces  of  timber, 
but  all  are  fo  joined,  knd  fitly  framed  together,  that  they 
make  but  one  building  :  they  have  all  but  one  foundation, 
and  are  united  at  laft  in  one  top-ftone. 

God’s  providence  may ,  not  unfitly  be  compared  to  a 
large  and  long  river,  having  innumerable  branches,  be¬ 
ginning  in  different  regions,  and  at  a  great  diftance  one 
from  another,  and  all  confpiring  to  one  common  iffue. — - 
After  their  very  diverfe  and  contrary  courfes  which  they 
held  for  a  while^  yet  they  ail  gather  more  and  more  to- 

*  fhalt  know  it.’  All  the  dark,  intricate,  puzzling  providences  at 
which  we  were  fometimes  fo  humbled,  and  fometimes  amazed, 
which  we  could  neither  reconcile  with  the  promife,  nor  with  each 
other  ;  nay,  which  we  fo  unjuftly  cenfured  and  bitterly  bewailed, 
as  if  they  had  fallen  out  quite  crofs  to  our  happinefs  ;  we  fliali 
then  fee  to  he  unto  us,  as  the  difficult  paftage  through  the  wilder- 
nefs  was  unto  Ifrael,  4  the  right  way  to  a  city  of  habitation/  [PfaL 
evil.  7.] 

“  And  yet,  though  our  prefent  views  and  reflexions  upon  Pro¬ 
vidence  be  io  iliort  and  imperfeX  in  comparifon  of  that  in  hea¬ 
ven,  yet  inch  as  it  is,  under  all  its  prefent  difadvantages,  it  hath 
fo  much  excellency  and  fweetnefs  in  it,  that  Tmay  call  it  a  little 
heaven,  or  as  Jacob  called  his  Bethel,  the  Gate  of  Heaven.  It  is 
certainly  an  highway  of  Walking  with  God  in  this  world,  and  as 
ivveet  communion  may  a  foul  enjoy  with  him  in  his  providence,  as 
in  any  of  his  ordinances.  How  often  have  the  hearts  of  its  obler- 
vers  been  melted  into  tears  of  joy,  at  the  beholding  of  its  wife  and 
unexpected  produXions  !  how  often  hath  it  convinced  them,  upon 
a  fober  recolleXion  of  the  events  of  their  lives,  that  if  the  Lord  had 
left  them  to  their  own  counfels,  they  had  as  often  been  their  own 
tormentors,  if  not  executioners !  Into  what,  and  how  many  fatal  mif- 
chiefs  had  they  precipitated  themfelves,  if  Providence  had  been  as 
fhort- lighted  as  they  !  they  have  given  it  their  hearty  thanks,  for 
confkleringXheir  interefl  more  than  their  •importunity,  and  notfui’- 
fering  them  to  p'erifh  by  their  own  de  fires  A  [Flayel  on  Provi¬ 
dence,  page  1  ij  12.} 

.  '  getl/er. 


gether,  the  nearer  they  come  to  their  common  end,  and  all 
at  length  difcharge  themfelves  at  one  month  into  the  fame 
ocean.  The  different  ftreams  of  this  river  are  apt  to  ap¬ 
pear  confufed  to  us,  becaufe  ot  the  limited  nature  of  our 
light,  whereby  we  cannot  fee  the  whole  at  once,  nor  dif- 
coverhow  they  unite  in  one.  I  heir  courle  feems  'very 
crooked,  and  different  ftreams  feem  to  run  for  a  while 
different  and  contrary  ways :  and  if  we  view  things  at  a 
diftance,  there  feem  to  be  innumerable  obftacles  and  im¬ 
pediments  in  the  way  of  their  ever  uniting,  and  coming  to 
the  ocean,  as  rocks,  mountains,  and  the  like  ;  but  yet  if 
we  trace  them,  they  all  unite  at  laft,  difgorging  them™ 
felves  in  one  into  the  fame  great  ocean. 

5.  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  infer,  that  the  fcrip- 
tures  are  the  word  of  God,  becaufe  they  alone  inform  us 
what  is  God’s  defign  in  all  thefe  works.  It  is  moil  rea™ 
fon able  to  fuppofe,  that  there  is  fome  certain  fchemc  to 
which  Providence  fubordinates  all  the  great  fucceffive 
changes  in  the  affairs  of  mankind  ;  that  all  revolutions, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  end  of  it,  are  con- 
fpiring  to  bring  to  pafs  that  great  event  which  the  great 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the  world  has  ultimately  in 
view  ;  and  that  the  plan  will  not  be  finifhed,  nor  the  ul¬ 
timate  event  fully  accomplifhed,  till  the  end  of  the  world. 

Now  there  is  nothing  elfe  that  informs  us  what  this 
fcheme  and  defign  of  God  in  his  works  is,  but  only  the 
holy  fcripture.  Nothing  elfe  pretends  to  fet  in  view  the 
whole  feries  of  God’s  works  of  providence  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  to  inform  us  how  all  things  were  from  God 
at  firft,  and  to  what  end  they  fhall  be  brought  at  laft. — - 
Nothing  but  the  fcripture  fets  forth  how  God  governed 
the  world  from  the  beginning,  in  an  orderly  hiflory  ;  or 
how  lie  will  govern  it  to  the  end,  by  an  orderly  prophecy 
of  future  events ;  agreeable  to  the  challenge  which  the 
God  of  ifrael  makes  to  the  gods,  and  prophets,  and  teach¬ 
ers  of  the  heathen.  [Ifa.  xli.  22,  23.]  6  Let  them  bring 
4  them  forth,  and  fhew  us  what  fhall  happen  :  let  them 
‘  fhew  the  former  things  what  they  be,  that  we  may  con- 
4  fidyr  them,  and  know  the  latter  end  of  them.';  or  declare 
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‘  ys  th‘nSs  for  to  come.  Shew  the  things  that  are  to  come 

hereafter,  that  we  may  know  that  ye  are  gods,’ 

It  feems  very  fit  and  requifite,  that  the  rational  part  of 
the  creation  fhould  know  fomething  of  God’s  fcheme  and 
defign  m  his  works  ;  for  they  doubtlefs  are  the  beings 
principally  concerned  in  them  ;  especially  feeing  God  has 
given  them  rdafon,  and  a  capacity  of  feeing  him  in  his 
works  ;  tor  this  end,  that  they  may  give  him  the  glory  of 
them.  But  how  can  they  glorify  God  in  his  works,  if  they 
know  nothing  of  his  defigns  ?  And  this  feems  farther  rea¬ 
sonable,  becaufe  they  are  made  capable  of  aftively  falling 
in  with  and  promoting  that  defign,  afting  herein  as  his 
friends  and  fubjeCts  ;  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  God  has  given  mankind  fome  revelation  to  inform 
them  of  this  :  but  there  is  nothing  elfe  that  does  it,  but  the 
Bible.  In  that  we  may  learn  the  firft  original  of  things, 
and  an  orderly  account  of  the  fcheme  of  God’s  works' 
from  the  beginning,  through  ages  beyond  the  reach  of  all 
other  hiftones  Here  we  are  told  what  is  the  grand  end 
that  God  propofes,  and  the  great  things  he  defires  to  ex¬ 
hibit.  Here  we  have  an  account  of  thefe  worthy  of  God, 
and  the  glory  of  his  perfections. 

Here  we  learn  the  connections  of  the  various  parts  of 
the  work  of  Providence,  in  a  regular,  beautiful,  and  glo- 
1 10 us  frame,  and  have  an  account  of  the  whole  fcheme  of 
Providence,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  end  of 
it,  either  in  hiitory  or  prophecy,  and  how  they  ilfue  in 
the  lubduing  of  God’s  enemies,  and  in  the  falvation  and 

glory  of  his  church,  and  ereCting  the  everlafting  kingdom 
of  his  Son. 

How  rational,  ufeful,  and  excellent  a  book  is  the  Bible, 
and  what  characters  it  bears  of  being  a  divine  revelation  1 
a  book,  without  which,  we  fhould  be  left  in  miferable 
darknefs  and  confufion. 

Prom  what  has  been  find,  we  may  fee  the  glorious 
ma  jelty  and  power  of  God  in  this  affair  of  redemption. — 
His  power  appears  in  upholding  his  church  for  fo  long  a 
time,  and  carrying  on  this  work  ;  prefervmg  it  oftentimes 
when  it  was  but  as  a  little  fpark  of  fire,  or  as  fmoaking 

flax? 
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in  which  the  lire  was  almoft  extimft.  Yet  God  has 
never  fuffered  it  to  be  quenched,  but  will  bring  forth 
iudeement  unto  victory.  God  glorifies  his  ftrength  in  his 
church’s  weaknefs;  in  caufing  his  people,  who  aie  but 
like  little  infants,  finally  to  triumph  over  aJl  eaitJi  and 
hell  ;  fo  that  they  (hall  tread  on  the  lion  and  adder  ;  the 
young  lion  and  dragon  fhall  they  trample  under  foot. 
[Pf.  xci.  13.]  The  power  of  God  appears  alfo  in  con¬ 
quering  his  many  and  mighty  enemies  by  that  Jefus  who 
was  once  an  infant  in  a  manger,  and  afterwards  a  poor, 
weak,  defpifed  man  ;  yet  he  conquered,  and  triumphed 
over  them  in  their  own  weapon,  the  crofs. 

God’s  power  glorioufly  appears  in  conquering  Satan 
when  exalted  in  his  ftrongeft  and  moil  potent  heathen 
kingdom,  the  Roman  empire.  Chrift,  our  Michael,  has 
overcome  him,  and  the  devil  was  caft  out,  and  there  was 
found  no  more  place  for  him  in  heaven  ;  but  he  was  call: 
out  unto  the  earth,  and  his  angels  with  him.  Again,  his 
power  glorioufly  appears  in  conquering  him  in  his 
proud,  fubtle,  and  above  all  cruel,  antichriftian  kingdom; 
particularly  in  Satan’s  moil  violent  exertions  juft  before 
its  final  fall. 

The  mighty  kingdoms  of  Anticlrrift  and  Mahomet, 
which  have  made  fuch  a  figure  for  many  ages  together, 
and  have  trampled  the  world  under  foot,  when  Chrift  ap¬ 
pears,  will  vanifh  away  like  a  fhadow,  or  as  the  darknefs 
in  a  room  does,  when  the  light  is  brought  in.  What 
are  God’s  enemies  in  his  hands  ?  How  is  their  greateft 
ftrength  weaknefs  when  he  rifes  up  !  and  how  weak  will 
they  all  appear  together  at  the  day  of  judgement  !  Thus 
we  may  apply  thofe  words  in  the  fong  of  Mofes,  [Exod. 
xv.  6.]  ■  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in 
‘  power:  thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  hath  dallied  in  pieces  the 
‘  enemy.’  And  how  great  doth  the  majefty  of  God  ap¬ 
pear  in  overturning  the  world  from  time  to  time,  to  ac- 
complifh  his  defigns,  and  at  laft  in  caufing  the  earth  and 
heavens  to  flee  away,  for  the  advancement  of  the  glory  of 
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7-  Fiom  what  has  been  fa  id,  we  may  fee  the  glorious 
vvifdom  of  God.  This  wifdom  appears  in  creating  die 
world  lor  fo  great  and  important  ends  ;  in  bringii  fo 
great  good  out  of  fuch  evil,  in  making  the  fall  and  ruin 
of  mankind,  which  in  itfelf  is  fo  lamentable,  an  occafion  of 
effecting  fuch  a  glorious  work  as  this  of  redemption,  and  of 
bringing  his  eleft  to  a  flate  of  fuch  unfpeakable  happinefs. 
How  doth  the  wifdom  of  God  appear  alfo  in  the  long  fe- 

nes  of  revolutions  which  take  place  in  the  world,  in  bring¬ 
ing  fuch  order  of  confufion,  in  fo  fruflrating  the  devil 
and  turning  all  his  fubtle  machinations  to  God’s  glory' 
and  the  honour  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  in  caufing  the 
greateft  works  of  Satan  to  be  wholly  turned  into  occa- 
iions  ol  glorious  triumph  of  the  great  Redeemer  !  How 
wonderful  is  the  wifdom  of  God,  in  bringing  all  things 
to  fuch  a  glorious  period  at  laft,  and  in  fo  dire&ing  all 
the  wheels  of  providence  by  his  Ikilful  hand,  that  every¬ 
one  of  them  confpires,  as  the  manifold  wheels  of  a  moft 
currous  machine,  at  laff  to  ffrike  out  fuch  an  excellent  if- 
fue,  fuch  a  manifeflation  of  the  divine  glory,  fuch  happi- 

neis  to  his  people,  and  fuch  a  glorious  and  everlafting 
kingdom  to  his  Son  ! 


8,  From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  fee  the  ftability 
of  God’s  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  to  his  people  •  that  he 
never  forfakes  his  inheritance,  and  remembers  his  cove- 
nant  to  them  tnrough  all  generations.  Now  we  may  fee  the 
truth  of  our  text,  *  The  moth  fhall  eat  them  up  like  a 
garment,  and  the  worm  lha.ll  eat  them  like  wool  ;  but 
righteoufneis  Inall  endure  for  ever  and  ever,  and  my 
falvation  from  generation  to  generation.5  And  now  we 
may  difeover  the  propriety  of  that  name  by  which  God  re¬ 
veals  himfelf  unto  Mofes,  [Exod.  iiu  14.]  ‘  And  God 
*  fa]d  unto  Mofes,  I  am  that  I  am  :’  i.  e,  1  am  the  fame 
that  I  was  when  1  entered  into  covenant  with  Abraham, 
llaac,  and  Jacob,  and  ever  fhall  be  the  fame  :  I  keen  co- 

X 

venant  for  ever :  I  am  ielf-fufficient,  all-fufficient,  and 
immutable. 


And  now  we  may  fee  the  truth  of  that  word,  [Pfal. 
S>  6.  j  4  Thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  is  in  the  heavens  ; 
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*  and  thy  faithfalnefs  reacheth  unto  the  clouds. 

»  Thy  righteoufnefs  is  like  the  great  mountains  ;  thy 

*  judgements  are  a  great  deep.’  And  if  we  conlider  what 
has  been  faid,  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  Pfalmift,  in 
the  cxxxvith.  Pfalm,  fo  often  repeats  this,  For  his  mercy  en - 
dureth  for  ever  ;  as  if  he  were  in  an  ecflafy  at  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  perpetuity  of  God’s  mercy  to  his  church, 
and  delighted  to  repeat  it.  Let  us  with  like  pleafure  and 
joy  celebrate  the  everlafting  duration  of  God’s  mercy  and 
faithfulnefs  to  his  church  and  people*  and  let  us  be  com¬ 
forted  by  it  under  the  prefent  dark  circumflances  of  the 
church  of  God,  and  all  the  uproar  and  confufions  that 
are  in  the  world.  And  let  us  take  encouragement  ear- 
neftly  to  pray  for  thofe  glorious  things  which  God  has  pro- 
mifed  to  accomplifh  tor  his  church. 

9.  Hence  we  may  learn  how  happy  a  fociety  the  church 
of  Chritl  is.  For  all  this  great  work  was  for  their  fakes 
both  undertaken  and  carried  on  ;  even  becaufe  he  has 
loved  them  with  an  everlafling  love.  For  their  fakes  he 
overturns  Rates  and  kingdoms.  For  their  fakes  he  thaK.es 
heaven  and  earth.  He  gives  men  for  them,  and  people 
for  their  life.  [See  Ifa.  xliii.  4.]  Since  they  have  been  pre¬ 
cious  in  God’s  fight,  they  have  been  honourable  ;  and 
therefore  he  firfl  gives  the  blood  of  his  own  Son  to  them, 
and  then,  for  their  fakes,  gives  the  blood  of  all  their  ene¬ 
mies.  For  their  fakes  he  made  the  world,  and  for  their 
fakes  he  will  deftroy  it :  (p)  for  their  fakes  he  built  heaven, 

and 

(t)  The  destruction  o  f  the  World.]  u  If  one  fhould  now  go 
■about  to  reprefent  the  world  on  lire,  with  all  the  confufions  that 
neceffarily  muft  be  in  nature  and  in  mankind  upon  that  occafion, 
it  would  feem  to  moll  men  a  romantic  feene  ;  yet  we  are  fure  there 
mu  ft  be  fuch  a  feene  :  the  heavens  will  pafs  away  with  a  noife, 
and  the  elements  will  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  all  the  works  of 
the  earth  will  be  burnt  up.  We  think  it  a  great  matter  to  fee  a 
(ingle  perfon  burnt  alive  ;  here  are  millions  fhrieking  in  the  flames 
at  once.  It  is  frightful  to  us  to  look  upon  a  great  city  in  flames, 
and  to  fee  the  diffractions  and  mifery  of  the  people  ;  here  is  an  uni- 
verfal  fire  through  all  the  cities  of  the  earth,  and  an  univerfal  mah 
fiacre  of  their  inhabitants.  Whatfoever  the  prophets  foretold  of  the 
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and  for  their  fakes  he  makes  his  angels  milliftring  fpirits. 
Therefore  the  Apoftle  fays,  [I.  Cor.  iii.  21,  &c.]  4  All 
‘  things  are  yours  :  whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas, 
*  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  prefent  or 
4  things  to  come  ;  all  are  yours/  How  blefled  is  this 
people  who  are  redeemed  from  among  men,  and  are  the 
ftrft  fruits  unto  God,  and  to  the  Lamb ;  who  have  God  in 
all  ages  for  their  prote&ion  and  help!  [Deut.  xxxiii.  29.] 
4  Happy  art  thou,  O  Ifrael  :  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O 
4  people  faved  by  the  Lord,  the  fnield  of  thy  help,  and 
4  who  is  the  lword,  thy  excellency  !  and  thine  enemies 
4  i'hall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  (halt  tread  upon 
6  their  high  places/ 

Let 

defolations  of  Judea,  Jerufalem,  or  Babylon,  (Ifa.  xxiv.  Jer.  1L 
Lament.)  in  the  higheft  ftrains,  is  more  than  literally  accomplifhed 
in  this  laft  and  general  calamity  ;  and  thofe  only  that  are  fpec- 
tators  of  it,  can  make  its  hiftory.  But  it  is  not  poffible,  from  any 
Ration,  to  have  a  full  profpe^t  of  this  laft  feene  of  the  earth ;  for 
it  is  a  mixture  of  fire  and  darknefs.  This  new  temple  is  filled  with 
fmoke,  while  it  is  confecrating,  and  none  can  enter  into  it.  But 
I  am  apt  to  think,  if  we  could  look  down  upon  this  burning  world 
from  above  the  clouds,  and  have  a  full  view  of  it,  in  all  its  parts, 
we  fhould  think  it  a  lively  reprefentation  of  Hell  itfelf.  For  fire 
and  darknefs  are  the  two  chief  things  by  which  that  Hate,  or  that 
place,  ufes  to  be  deferibed  ;  and  they  are  both  here  mingled  to¬ 
gether,  with  all  other  ingredients  that  make  that  Tophet  that  is 
prepared  of  old,  [Ifa.  xxx.]  Here  are  lakes  of  fire  and  brimftone  * 
rivers  of  melted  glowing  matter  ;  ten  thoufand  volcano’s  vomit¬ 
ing  flames  ail  at  once  ;  thick  darknefs,  and  pillars  of  fmoke  twill¬ 
ed  about  with  wreaths  of  flame,  like  fiery  lhakes  5  mountains  of 
earth  thrown  up  into  the  air,  and  the  heavens  dropping  down  in 
lumps  of  fire.  Thefe  things  will  be  all  literally  true,  concerning 
that  day,  and  that  Rate  of  the  earth.  And  if  we  fuppofe  Beelze¬ 
bub,  and  his  apoftate  crew,  in  themidft  of  this  fiery  furnace  (and 
I  know  not  where  they  can  be  elfe  ;)  it  will  be  hard  to  find  any 
part  of  the  univerfe,  or  any  ftate  of  things,  that  anfwers  to  fo 
many  of  the  properties  and  characters  of  Hell,  as  this  which  is 
now*  before  us,  Bitt  if  we  fuppofe  the  ftorm  over,  and  that  the 
fire  hath  got  an  entire  victory  over  all  other  bodies,  and  fubdued 
every  thing  to  itfelf ;  the  conflagration  will  end  in  a  deluge  of  fire, 
or  in  a  fea  of  fire,  covering  the  whole  globe  of  the  earth.  But  let 
us  only,  to  take  leave  of  this  fubjedf,  reflect  upon  this  occafion,  on 
the  vanity  and  tranfient  glory  of  all  this  habitable  world ;  how,  by 
the  force  of  one  element  breaking  loofe  upon  the  reft,  all  the  va¬ 
rieties 
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Let  die  enemies  of  the  church  exalt  themfelves  as  much 
as  they  will,  tliefe  are  the  people  that  fhall  finally  pre 
Vail.  ’  The  laft  kingdom  lhall  be  theirs  ;  and  fhall  not  be 
left  to  other  people.  {See  Dan.  ii.  44-]  We  have  feen  what 
a  bleffed  iffue  things  lliall  finally  be  brought  to  as  to  them, 
and  what  glory  they  fhall  arrive  at,  and  lemain  in  pofleD 
lion  of,  for  ever  and  ever,  after  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  are  come  to  an  end,  and  the  earth  is  lemovcd,  and 

•  *  i  |  «gH  ,  , 

rieties  of  nature',  all  the  wonders  of  art,  all  the  labouis  of  mea 
are  reduced  to  nothing  ;  all  that  we  admired  and  adoied  befoie,  as 
great  and  magnificent,  is  obliterated,  or  vanifhed  ;  and  another 
form  and  face  of  things,  plain,  fimple,  and  every  wheie  the  fame^ 
overfpreads  the  whole  earth.  Where  are  now  the  great  empires 
of  the  world,  and  their  great  imperial  cities  ?  their  pillars,  tro¬ 
phies,  and  monuments  of  glory  ?  Shew  me  where  they  flood,, 
read  the  infeription,  tell  me  the  vidlor's  name.  What  remains,, 
what  imprefiions,  wrhat  difference  or  diftindfion  do  you  fee  in  this 
inafs  of  fire  ?  Rome  itfelf,  eternal  Rome,  the  great  city,  the 
emprefs  of  the  worlds  whole  domination  and  fuperflition,  ancient 
and  modern,  make  a  great  part  of  the  hifiory  of  this  earth;  what 
is  become  of  her  now  ?  She  laid  her  foundations  deep,  and  hei 
palaces  wrere  flrong  and  fumptuous  :  She  glorified  herfelf,  and 
lived  delicioufly,  and  faid  in  her  heart,  I  fit  a  queen,  and  fhall  fee 
no  forrow.  But  her  hour  is  come,  flie  is  wiped  away  from  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion.  But  it  is  not 
cities  only,  and  works  of  men's  hands,  but  the  everlafting  hills, 
the  mountains  and  rocks  of  the  earth,  are  melted  as  wax  before  the 
fun  ;  and  their  place  is  no  where  found, 

[“  The  cloud~capt  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces. 

The  folemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itielf* 

Yea  all  which  it  inherits  fhall  dilfolve, 

And  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion 
Leave  not  a  wreck  behind W 

Shakespeare.] 

u  Here  flood  the  Alps,  a  prodigious  range  of  flone,  the  load  of  the 
earth,  that  covered  many  countries,  and  reached  their  arms  from 
the  ocean  to  the  Black  Sea  ;  this  huge  mafs  of  flone  is  foftened 
and  difiblved,  as  a  tender  cloud,  into  rain.  Here  flood  the  African 
mountains,  and  Atlas  with  his  top  above  the  clouds.  There  was 
frozen  Caucafus,  and  Taurus,  and  Imaus,  and  the  mountains  of 
Afia.  And  yonder  towards  the  north,  flood  the  Riphcean  hills,, 
cloathed  in  Ice  and  fnow.  All  thefe  are  vanifhed,  dropped  away 
as  the  fnow  upon  their  heads,  and  fwallowed  up  in  a  red  lea  of 
fire.  [Rev.  xv.  3.]  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  Lord  God 
Almighty  ;  juil  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  Saints.  Hal  • 
lelujah. 

4  D 


mountains 


[fl 


v  ■  H 

’(i: 


fit 


if 

* '  ;i 


111 


Beil 


I  4 


4 


it 

111! 


Hi 


I 

57°  history  of  redemption. 


mountains  are  carried  into  the  depth  of  the  fea,  or  whcrfe 
the  lea  was,  and  this  lower  earth  fhall  all  be  diflolved.  O 
happy  people,  and  blefled  lociety  !  Well  may  they  fpend 
an  eternity  in  praifes  and  hallelujahs  to  him  who  hath 
loved  them  from  eternity,  and  will  love  them  to  eter¬ 
nity.  (qJ 

io.  And,  lailly,  hence  all  wicked  men,  all  that  are 
in  a  Chriillels  condition,  may  fee  their  exceeding  mifery. 
You  that  are  fuch,  have  no  part  or  lot  in  this  matter  : 
you  are  never  the  better  for  any  of  thofe  things  of  which 
you  have  heard  :  but  your  guilt  is  fo  much  the  greater* 
and  the  mifery  you  are  expofed  to  the  more  dreadful.  You 
are  lome  of  thofe  againfl  whom  God,  in  the  progrefs  oi 
the  work,  exercifes  io  much  manifeft  wrath  ;  fome  of 
thofe  enemies  who  are  liable  to  be  made  ChriiVs  footflool, 
to  be  ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  to  be  dallied  in  pieces. 
You  are  fome  ot  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  to  bruife  the 
head  of  which  is  one  great  deiign  of  all  this  work.  What¬ 
ever  glorious  things  God  accomplifhes  for  his  church,  if 
you  continue  in  the  hate  you  are  now  in,  they  will  not 
be  glorious  to  you.  The  moil  glorious  times  of  the 
church  are  alwavs  the  moil  di final  times  to  the  wicked 
and  impenitent.  And  wherever  glorious  things  are  foretold 
concerning  the  church,  there  terrible  things  are  predifted 
of  the  wicked,  its  enemies.  [See  Ifa.  Ixvi.  14.]  And  fo 
it  ever  has  been  in  fa  £1  ;  in  all  remarkable  deliverances 
wrought  for  the  church,  there  has  been  as  remarkable  an 


( O  7 'he felicity  of  He  a  v  e  n  .  ]  One  of  the  moil  beautiful  ideas  that 
the  feripture  gives  us  of  the  glory  of  heaven  is,  that  it  ilrall  conliil  in 
the  fight  and  enjoyment  of  the  deity  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chriil. 
4  4  Grand  idea  of  heavenly  felicity,  my  brethren!  Glorified  believers 
fhall  fee  with  their  eyes  the  glorious  body  of  Jefus  Chriil.  What  joy 
to  contemplate  tlii.s  objeri!  What  delight,  iff  may  fpeak  fo,  when 
the  rays  of  the  deity,  always  too  bright  and  confounding  for  mor¬ 
tal  eyes  to  behold,  fhall  be  foftened  to  our  fight  in  the  perfon  of 
l efus  Chriil!  What  transporting  joy  to  fee  the  greateil  miracle 
that  was  ever  included  in  the  plans  of  the  wifidom  of  God!  What 
felicity  to  behold  in  the  body  of  Jefus  Chriil:  a  right  of  approaching 
with  confidence  to  a  familiarity  with  God  !  4  We  know  that,  when 
4  he  fhall  appear,  we  fhall  be  like  him,  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as 
4  he  is*”  L  John  iii.  2,  [Saurix’s  Ser,  XII.  vol.  iii.J 
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execution  of  wrath  on  its  enemies.  Thus,  when  God 
delivered  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  ol  Egypt,  he  poured 
out  his  wrath  on  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians.  So  when 
he  brought  them  into  Canaan  by  Jofhua,  and  gave  them 
that  good  land,  he  remarkably  executed  wrath  upon  the 
Canaanites.  When  they  were  delivered  out  of  then 
Babylonifh  captivity,  fignal  vengeance  was  inflifted  on 
the  Babylonians.  So  when  the  Gentiles  were  called,  and 
the  cleft  of  God  were  laved  by  the  preaching  of  the 
apohles,  Jerufalem  and  the  perfecuting  Jews  were  deflroyed 
in  a  moil  awful  manner.  I  might  obferve  the  fame  con¬ 
cerning  the  glory  accomplifhed  to  the  church  in  the  days 
of  Conftantme,  at  the  overthrow  of  Satan  s  vilible  king¬ 
dom  in  the  downfall  of  antichrift,  and  at  the  day  of 
judgement.  In  all  thefe  lnfiances,  and  efpeciaily  in  the 
lafb7  there  have  been,  or  will  be,  exhibited  moll  awful 
tokens  of  the  divine  wrath  againft  the  wicked.. 

You  are  indeed  fome  of  thofe  that  God  will  make  ufe 
of  in  this  affair  ;  but  it  will  be  for  the  glory  of  his 

iuflice  (r)  and  not  of  his  mercy,  The  enemies,  of  God 

fnall 

(r)  God  will  vi alee  ufe  of  fojnc  firmer  s  to  dif play  his  Justice.] 
This  alludes  to  the  doctrine  of  reprobation,  which  is  neither  more 
nor  lefs  than  the  neceflary  confequence  of  election;  for  if,  out  ot 
a  world  of  linners  God  eleCrs  a  part  to  everlafling  life,  the  re** 
mainder  muff  be  left  to  the  conleqnences  ot  their  own  fin.  Plus 
note  is  not  intended  to  difeufs  the  truth  of  that  dobtrine,  but  only 
to  offer  a  few  hints  with  a  view  of  obviating,  in  lome  meaiure  the 
force  of  a  popular  objection. 

It  is  commonly  faid  that  this  fuppofrtion  involves  the  damnation, 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  human  fpecies  ;  but  this  we  apprehend 
a  vulgar  miffake.  In  the  firfl  place  we  admit  the  falvation  of  all 
infants,  dying  before  they  attain  the  proper  exercile  of  their  rea- 
ion,  which  are  of  themfelves  fuppofed  the  greater  half  of  mankind  ; 
to  which  we  add  ideots,  who  are  as  to  their  mental  powers  exaftly 
in  the  fame  fituation.  We  hope,  moreover,  that  God  has  in  all 
ages  and  nations  been  pleafed  to  form  to  himfelf  a  people  (though 
known  only  to  himfelf)  who  are  enabled  to  ‘fear  God  and  “work 
‘  righteoufnefs  for  we  think  that  the  heathens  who  never  had 
the  advantage  of  a  written  revelation,  claim  our  charity  far  be¬ 
yond  the  Chriflian  world  (fo  called)  who  negleft  or  defpife  it. 
[See  note  z  p.  514.]  We  believe  that  in  the  work  ftate  of  religion 
among  its  profefTors,.  Godreferved  to  himfelf  thoufands  of  fmcere 
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fhall  be  referved  for  the  triumph  of  Christ’s  glorious,, 
power  in  overcoming  and  punifhing  them,  and  fhall  be 
confumed  with  this  accurfed  world  after  the  day  of  judge ~ 
inent,  when  Chrifl  and  his  church  fhall  triumphantly  and 
glonoufly  a  fee  n  d  to  heaven.  Therefore  let  all  that  are  in 
j.  Ciitiftlefs  condition  amongft  us  ferioufly  consider  thefe 
tnings,  and  not  be  like  the  foolifh  people  of  the  old  world, 
who  would  not  take  warning,  when  Noah  told  them 
that  the  Lord  was  about  to  bring  a  flood  of  waters  upon 

eai^>  or  the  people  of  Sodom,  who  would  not 
nee  fiom  the  wrath  to  come,  and  fo  were  confumed  in 
that  terrible  destruction.  (s) 

And 

worshippers.  [See  note  l  p.  6a,]  Add  thefe  to  the  millions  of  faith* 
martyrs,  and  the  more  innumerable  multitudes  that  have,  or 
will  form  the  church  of  God  in  ail  ages  ;  and  the  obje&ion  in 
.gn  at  meafure,  at  leaSt,  vanishes.  But  if  we  extend  our  thoughts 
to  higher  worlds  ;  if  we  include  the  thoufands  of  thoufands  of  an¬ 
gelic  ipii  its  that  wait  on  God’s  immediate  prefence,  or  execute  the 
orders  of  his  throne ;  if  we  allow  ourfelves  to  venture  fo  far  into 
the  modern  philofophy,  as  to  fuppofe  that  other  planets  may  be 
inhabited  as  well  as  ours-— and  that  the  fixed  Ears  may  be  funs  to 
other  fyftems  of  habitable  globes— who  can  tell  but  there  may  be 
as  many  worlds,  nay  fyftems  of  worlds,  of  innocent  and  happy  in¬ 
telligent  creatures,  as  miferable  and  guilty  individuals  ?  [G.  E.] 

.  (s)  Letjinners  take  Warning.]  We  fhall  conclude  thefe  notes 
with  the  following  animated  paifage,  from  a  fermon  preached  on 
oc^afion  of  the  earthquakes  in  London,  1 749*  46  So  impreft  do  1 

find  my  mind  with  the  weight  and  moment  of  eternal  things,  that 
1  could,  methinks,  wifh  I  had  a  voice  that  would  reach  as  far  as 
to  is  noife  and  convuliion  did  :  and  if  I  had,  .....  I  would  repre¬ 
sent,  that  if  the  convuliion  of  an  earthquake  is  fo  dreadful,  how 
dreadful  that  Scene  muff  be,  when  all  things  fhall  be  diflolved ; 
‘the  heavens  pals  away  with  a  great  noife,  and  the  elements  melt 
with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  and  the  things  that  are  thereon,  not 
only  Shaken,  but  burnt  up. — I  would  reprefent  the  horror  and  af- 
frightment  which  will  feize  the  fouls  of  finners,  when  the  arch¬ 
angel  with  the  trump  of  God  fhall  Shake  the  whole  creation  ;  when 
they  Shall  call  for  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  upon  them,  and 
the  earth  opening  and  fwallowing  them  up  would  be  a  blelling,  if 

it  would  hide  them  from  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  Lamb. _ I 

would  difplay  the  vanity  of  building  on  any  thing  in  this  uncertain 
convulsive  world,  and  the  wretchednefs  of  the  men  who  have  cho- 
ien  their  portion  in  this  life. — And,  finally,  I  would  hail  every 
faint  and  child  of  God  (every  one  who  by  faith  in  Chrift,  ferious 

religion, 


And  now  I  would  conclude  my  difcourfe  in  thefe  words 
from  the  laft  of  the  Revelation :  u  Thefe  fayings  are 
“  faithful  and  true,  and  bleiTed  is  he  that  keepeth  thefe 
«  fayings.  Behold,  Chfift  cometh  quickly,  and  his  re- 
«  ward  is  with  him,  to  render  to  every  man  according  as 
“  his  work  fhall  be.  And  he  that  is  unjuft,  (hail  be  unjuft 
“  ftill  ;  and  he  that  is  filthy,  fliall  be  filthy  ftill  ;  and 
“  he  that  is  holy,  fhall  be  holy  ftill.  BleiTed  are  they 
u  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  right 
«  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates 
into  the  city  :  for  without  are  dogs,  and  forcerers,  and 
whoremongers,  and  murderers,  and  idolaters,  and  who- 
“  foever  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie.  He  that  teftifieth  thefe 
14  things,  faith,  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen  ;  even 
“  fo  come  Lord  Jcfus.”  [Rev.  xxii.  6,  &c.] 

religion,  and  a  good  confcience  towards  God,  can  lay  his  humble 
claim  to  the  promifes  and  hopes  of  the  gofpel)  as  the  happieft  a- 
mong  men.  Such  convulfions  as  thefe  we  have  now  felt,  make  on 
his  mind  reverential  impreffions  of  the  power  and  majefty  of  God ; 
but  cannot  hurt,  nor  need  they  give  him  any  ilaviih  terror.  His 
God  is  his  refuge  and  ftrength,  a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble  ; 
therefore  he  need  not  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  the 
fnountains  be  carried  into  the  midft  of  the  fea [Ffah  xlvi.J 
Nay  more, 

4  4  Should  the  whole  frame  of  nature  break, 

In  ruin  and  confufion  hurl’d ; 
lie  unconcern’d  might  hear  the  mighty  crack, 

And  hand  fecure  amidft  a  falling  world.” 

[Dr.  Allen’s  Ser.  on  defpifing reproofs.] 
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— —  of  hell  torments,  546  Sc  k 
Events,  typical,  of  Chrift’s  2d 
coming,  367,  369 

Eve’s  hope  of  Cain,  w  86 
,  See  Adam, 

Eunuch,  his  converlion,  u  250 
Eyes  opened,  what,  .  p  70 
Ezra’s  commitlion  from  Baby¬ 
lon,  277 

— -  expounds  the  law,  278  Sc  h 
— —  book  of,  279 

Expence  of  popery,  m  434,  435 
Ezekiel's  prophecy,  270 

F. 

Faith,  modern  popifh,  a 476 
Fall  of  Man,  ^  64 

> - ruins  of,  God’s  defign  to 

reftore,  37,  3S  Sc  h 

Fall  of  Antichrift  gradual,  498 

—  - the  work  of  God,  499 

Falfe  Chrlfts  before  Jcrulalem’s 

deftrudtion,  1  398 

Favin,  Is.  martyr,  b  436 

Fees  of  the  Pope’s  chancery, 

m  434 


Flood,  Noah’s,  102  to  104  Sc  U 
Forbearance,  God’s,  65  &  m 
F or -ever,  its  import,  46  Sc  d 
Folly  of  inattentive  reading  the 
feriptures,  308 

France,  converfon  of,  f  427 

Frank,  Profeffor,  469,  470  5c  m 

Frogs,  unclean  fpirits,  503 

Frumentius  preaches  in  India, 

425,  F  426 
Fulfilment  of  prophecies,  483, 

See. 

as  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  church,  48  3 

■»-  ■  as  to  Antichrifl,  486  to 

494 

Fulgentius,  his  timidity,  n  436 
Future  Rate  revealed  under  the 
Old  TeRament,  96 

— —  iuccefs  ot  the  gofpel  how 
it  may  probably  be  accom- 
pliflied,  300,  301  5c  w 

G. 

Gemara  and  Mifhna,  quoted,  r 

348 

Genealogy,  the  Virgin  Mary’s, 

228  5c  n 

Genferic  and  the  Vandalls, 

c  423 

Georgia,  orphan houfe  at,  o  473 
Giants,  what,  h  100 

Glauca  hall,  469,  470  5c  k 

Glory,  Redemption  completed 

in,  ^  332 

See  Heaven, 

GnoRics,  their  herefy,  d  424 
God  the  A  and  n  in  Redemption, 

„  ,  558>  559 

Gog  and  Magog,  army  ot,  329 

Golpel  revealed  to  the  angels, 

o  67  to  70 

- to  Adam,  69  to  7  3  &  ? 

its  fuccefs  in  the  apoRolic 
times,  —  388. 5cc. 

—  among  the  Jews,  389,  390 

—  amongthe  Samaritans,  391 

—  among  the  Gentiles,  392, 

394 

—  means  of  fal ration,  4 1 3 

Gofpel, 


\ 


Gofpel,  its  fuccefs  owing  to  a 
divine  power,  —  4 1 7 

- - foretold,  - -  4 1 8 

among  the  Barbarians,  42  3, 

426  Sc  e 

means  of, 
in  the  Indies, 
in  Ireland, 
in  Britain, 
in  Scotland, 


E  426 

425 

426 

0.407 
.  w  499 

among  the  American  In¬ 
dians,  463,  464,  l  466,  w 

497,  &c. 

oppolition  to  it,  proves  its 
divinity,  - -  479,  See 


fuccefs  of,  fince  the  Re«* 
formation,  462, 

—  in  Mufcovy,  -  ib. 
in  America,  o  471,  473 


Goths  converted  to  Chriflianity, 

425,  E426 
Grace  triumphant  over  guilt, 

5  7  Sc  G 

Grant  of  the  earth  to  Noah,  108 
Grecians,  foreign  jews,  269,8a;. 
Greek  language  general,  287 

. - prepared  the  way  for  pro^ 

pagating  the  gofpel,  288 

- -  tranilation  of  Old  Tefla- 

ment,  288,  289,  Sc  p 

Gregory XIII,  his  impiety,  a  45  5 

H. 

Haggai’s  prophecy,  277  &  g 
Hall,  Rev.  Mr.  letter  to,  10 
Hainan,  Jews  delivered  from, 

282,  Sc  L 

Ham’s  crime  and  curfe,  r  no 

—  poflerity,  • — —  p  114 

Hannibal’s  exclamation,  p  113 
Haran’s  pretended  death,  t  127 
Head  of  all  things,  ChriiT,  398a. 
Heart,  man’s,  evil,  10 1  Sc  1 
Heaven  created  tor  the  elect,  32 

Sc  F 

- - holt  of,  worfhipped,  u  130 

-  - journey  to,  v  131 

—  and  earth,  new,  58,  363, 

554> 


Heathens  boafl,  having  deflroy- 
ed  Chriflianity,  411 

Heathenilm  deftroyed,  412  to 

414 

Hebrew  idiom,  R  78 

■un  - -  r  71 

nKtorr  - s  80 

Hell,  this  world  whether,  546  to 

550  SC  E 

—  its  torments  eternal,  346  8c  k 

—  Milton’s  defcription  of,  l  5  5 1 
Herefies,  rife  of,  420,  D424 

- - their  final  end,  5°^ 

Heretics  not  allowed  to  trade, 

u  493 

Hermes,  - - —  0^73 

Herod,  King  in  Judea,  g  163 
High  Church  perfecutors,  438, 

Sc  0 

Hogs,  mafTacre  of,  0^73 

Holinefs,  its  nature,  21 

Holy  of  Holies  typical  of  what, 

233  &  p 

Honour  of  the  Saints  at  the  laft 

day,  - -  544 

Horeb  and  Sinai,  how  diftin- 

guifhed,  -  1  167 

Horns  ten,  beafts  with,  422,423, 

Sc  B 

Hofea,  the  firfl  who  wrote  his 
prophecies,.  247 

Humility,  its  excellence,  22 

- its  true  nature,  29 

Hufs,  John,  martyred,  4468c  w 
Hyperbolies  in  religion,  29 
Hypocrites  admitted  to  theLord’s 

fupper,  - -  d 


L 


Januarius,.  St.  his  blood,,  s  488 
Janus,  the  temple  oh  299  8c  y 
Japhet’s  territory,  p  116 

4  E  2  Jacob’s 


it 

1 


IS 


lit 
M  1 


$ 

i.-  1 


1 


iiSs 


m 


•^1 


I 


N  D  E  X. 


Jacob’s  ladder,  typical,  136&  d 

* - wreflling,  157  &  e 

- - prophecy,  161  &  g 

death,  —  g  16 1 


Iberians  converted  to  Chriftia- 
nity,  -  423 

p  70 


in 


Jefuits  expelled  Japan,  r  480 
Idolatry,  origin-of,  128  &  u 

—  Chaldean,  ib. 

- - kinds  of,  u  128 

•  - Egyptian,  u  129,  130 

""  Eaftern,  u  13 1 

•  - of  the  Tartars,  3 1  3  &  b 

Jehovah  Jireh,  B  148 

Jerufalem,  God’s  chofen  city, 

218 

■  - its  definition,  397  &  1, 

4CO  &  K 

- foretold  by  Chrift,  397  &  1 

- - New,  .  552  &m 

Jefus  Chrift,  his  incarnation, 

312,  &c. 

— —  his  conception,  313 

—  his  birth  of  a  virgin,  b  267, 

313,  314 

•  - in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  3 14, 

3 16  &  A 

—  proclaimed  from  heaven, 

319,  3*° 

- - his  fatisfadtion,  323,324 

■  - his  righteoufnefs  and  obe¬ 

dience,  .  '  323,  &c. 

- - his  childhood,  328  &:  g 

- - trials,  v  328 

- private  life,  328,  329 

•  - public  miniflry,  329,  &c. 

- forerunner,  329 

■  - baptifm,  33] 

•  - temptation,  ib.  344  &  o 

- - preaching,  '  332  &  1 

- miracles,  333 

— — -  clofe  of  his  miniflry,  334 

&  K 

— —  character,  335,  339  &  l 
— —  his  fufferings  in  infancy, 

34° 

- — -  in  his  private  life,  341 

r . was  a  carpenter,  341  &  m 

truly  fullered,  342  &  x 


w 

Jefus  fullered  poverty,  342 
hatred  and  reproach, 

343 

tried  as  a  malefactor,  343, 

346 

- denied,  ib. 

■  - crucified,  347  to  330 

* - mocked  348 

- -  Jews  fought  a  pretence  for 

his  death,  R  348 

■  death,  - 349 

exadt  time  of,  t  349 


- preached  to  fpirits  in  pri- 

fon,  - - -  w  330 

See  Appearances  and  Chrift. 
Jews  difperfed  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  "  263,  x  310 

-  return  by  permiltion  of 

Cyrus,  — —  247 

- - typical,  273 

—  wonderfully  preferred, 

291,  310,  &  x 

- given  up  to  judicial  blind- 

nefs,  .  — -  393 

- rejected  of  God,  ib. 

- deilroyed  by  the  Ronians, 

,  ,  396>  397  &  1 

- - warned  of  this,  396 

- perfected  by  the  papills, 

E  459 

— —  converfion  and  refloration, 
309,  310  &  x,  312  &  y 
Jewifh  difpenfation  abolifhed, 

377 

Ignatius  martyred,  o  404 
Incarnation,  312,  &c, 

- its  neceffity,  313 

Indians  at  Stockbridge,  Pref.  Ed. 

million  ary  there,  12 

Indian  fimplicity,  l  466,  467 
— —  letters,  l  467,  w  300 

- fchools,  m  469 

■ — ■ —  academy  for  miffionaries, 

&rc.  - -  w  499 

Indulgences,  prices  of,  m  434 
Inquifition,  43^  &  y 

— —  praife  of,  y  433 

Infpiration  of  the  O.  Teflament, 

300»  301 
■  con  fi  rmed  by  Ch  r  i  fl,  2  82  &m 

Job, 


I  N 


D  E  X. 


Job,  book  of,  1 78  &  o,  30$ 
John  the  Evan  gelid  banifhed  to 
Patmos,  433,  n  404 

- - the  Baptid,  his  office,  329, 

330  and  h 

Jofeph’s  hidory,  137  &f 

- temptation  and  viAory, 

f  137 

. - a  type  of  Chrid,  138 

Jofhua,  book  of,  212  &  1 

Ireland  converted,  426 

. - madacre  there,  439  &  d 

- providential  deliverance  of 

d  439 

Ifaac,  a  pledge  of  the  covenant, 

*43 

•  - his  life  fpared,  143  &  a 

•  - type  of  Chrid  riling  from 

the  dead,  -  b  148 

Ifaiah,  propheded  of  Chrid, 

249  &  u 

Ifrael  preferved  in  Egypt,  164 

- redeemed  from  Egypt,  1 66 

— —  that  event  typical,  166, 

&c. 

— r —  led  through  the  wildernefs, 

180 

- - that  alfo  typical,  ib. 

•  - wonderfully  preferved, 

183,  &  K 

•  - refcued  by  the  judges,  1 96 

•  - polfefs  all  the  land  of  Ca¬ 

naan,  192,  220 

Jubilee,  of  what  typical,  302 
Judah,  tribe  of,  preferved,  244 
Judas  Maccabeus,  his  bravery, 

292  &  s 

Judgements  dreadful,  caufed  by 

lin,  -  104 

udgement  laft  and  general,  341 
ixlges,  book  of  k  214 

Julian  the  apodate,  421,  422 

- - his  death,  422  &  z 

•  - attempted  to  rebuild  Je- 

rulalem,  - z  422 

K. 


Knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 

p  70 

Koran,  account  of,  437  &  o 
Kingdom  of  God  and  Heaven, 

366,  &c. 

See  Chrift  and  Empire. 

L. 

Laban  an  idolator,  s  123 

Ladder,  Jacob’s,  136  &d 

Lamai,  Delai,  living  idol,  b  3 1 3 
Lamentations,  book  of,  261  &  y 
Languages,  origin  and  confu- 
lion  of,  0^120,  &c. 

See  Tongues. 

Lateinos ,  —  IT  493 

Latter  days,  what,  363  &  a 
Laud,  Abp.  his  temper,  c  438 
Lawr,  given  from  Sinai,  173, 

174  &  L 

• - not  a  covenant  of  wrorks, 

173  &  M 

■ - typical,  173,  176  &  N 

- book  of,  wonderfully  pre¬ 
ferved,  243  &  t 

- ceremonial  abol idled,  267 

Learning,  human,  its  vanity, 

297 

- its  proper  ufe,  478 

Letter  to  Mr.  Hall,  10 

See  Indian. 

Lewis  XIV.  his  cruelty,  436  &  b 
Libertine,  converfion  of,  p  180 
Licentioufnefs,  its  prevalence, 

474 

Light  of  the  Old  Tedament, 

63,  82 

Living  at  the  lail  day  diall  be 
changed,  338 

- his  wife’s  death,  c  1  34 

Longevity  of  the  patriarchs, 

178  &  p 

Long  Idand,  revival  of  religion 

there,  -  o  473 

Lorretto,  houfe  of,  moved  by 
miracle,  s  488 

- -  its  Hches,  t  491 

Lot  preferved  in  Sodom,  132  to 

154,  &c 
Luks 


/ 


Kirkland,  Rev.  Mr.  letter  from, 

w  499 


N  D  E  x. 


Luke,  the  Companion  of  St. 
Paul,  - -  384 

'  M. 

Mahomet’s  rife  and  character, 

436  to  438  &  p 
Majefty  and  power  of  God  feen 
in  Redemption,  364,  363 
Maimonides  on  idolatry,  u  128 
Makkaph,  point,  g  163 

Malachi,  prophecy  of,  283 
Manes  and  the  Manichees,  d 

424 

Mark  of  the  beaft,  u  493 

Maflacre  of  the  Jews,  1  399 
” —  Irilh,  439  and  n 

- Pariiian,  433  and  a 

Mediatorial  office,  Chrift,  com¬ 
menced  at  the  fall,  64,  &c. 
Mediators,  heathens,  origin  of, 

u  129 

Meichifedec  bleffieth  Abraham, 

138 


- - who  >  y  138 

Mercy,  divine,  its  true  nature, 

K  547 

Mercy  feat  typical,  233  and  p 
M  erit  of  Chrift’s  obedience,  322 
Meffiah  expe&ed  as  a  facrifice, 

QJ&34 

Millennium,  Rate  of,  320,  8cc. 
—  the  time  for  fulfilling  the 
remaining  prophecies,  ib. 
*—  a  time  of  great  knowledge, 


& 

ib. 

of  great holinefs,  322 
of  vital  religion,  323 
peace  and  love,-  324 
order  in  the  churches, 

„  '  525 

— < - the  church’s  glory,  ib. 

— - temporal  profperity, 

ib. 

- - —  great  joy,  52b 

• - its  duration,  ib. 

■ - doctrine  of  explained,  c 

3  2  7 

Min'iftry  of  Chrift,  how  ftniflied, 

334  &  x 


Miniftry,  gofpel,  inftituted,  378 
Miracles  in  the  wildernefs,  183 

&  R 

— ; —  miracles  of  Chrift,  33  3 

- of  the  apoftles,  8cc.  3  80  8c  e 

— —  popifti,  487  and  s 

Mifery  of  the  wicked,  c  70 

See  Hell. 

Mifhna  quoted,  r  34S 

Monaftries,  expence  of,  m  434 
Morals  of  the  heathen  philofo- 
phers,  how  corrupted,  U293 
Mofes  prophefied  of  Chrift,  1 84, 

187  and  t 

- call  of  the  Gentiles,  1 8  7 

- wrote  thePentateuch,  qj  80 

Moth  worm  deferibed,  a  43,  44 

nmD  -  R  79 

nm  -  k  282, 

Mufcovy,  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel 
there,  —  462,  463 

Myfteries  of  Providence,  361&0 

N. 

Nakednefs,  our  firft  parents,? 69 
Nathan  and  Gad,  book  of,  227 
Neceffity  of  abolifliing  the  ce¬ 
remonial  law,  267 

Negleft  of  Chrift,  danger  of, 

v.  r  „  356>  &c- 

Negroes,  prefent  ftate  of,  313 

and  a 

Nehemiah’s  commiffion,  276 


book 


280 


Nero’s  perfecution,  403  and  \t 
New  T eftament,  when,  and  by 
whom  wrritten,  383  and  n 
New.  See  Heaven. 

Noah  faved  in  the  ark,  106,  107 

— - typical,  106  and  m 

- - his  prophecy,  p  1 10  to  1 1  / 

- * - poetic,  v  p  111 

- his  intoxication,  p  no 


his  family  preferved  the 
true  religion,  124 

Nod,  land  of,  97  and  e 

—  - —  B  3  73 

Number  of  the  beaft,  u  493 

Obfcene, 


I  N  D 


E  X. 


O 

Cbfcene  publications,  the  evil  of, 

5 


Odoacer,  king  of  the  Heruli, 

c  423 

. —  G  163 

Old.  See  Teftament. 

tuby  - -  d  46 

Oneida  Indians,  w  497 

Oracle,  heathen,  408  and  r 

- Sybilline,  b  267 

Origen  platonized,  p  424 

Origin  of  language,  0^122 

- of  preaching,  h  278 

- of  fynagogues,  281  and  k 

Orphan  houfe  at  Glauca,  470 

and  n 

« . -  at  Georgia,  o  473 

Ofiris  and  Ills,  u  129 

nvr  249 

MW  - - —  A  44 

P 

■ •—  B  14$ 


Patriarchs,  the  Old  Teftament, 
wonderfully  preferved,  149, 

to. 

Patrick,  St.  preaches  in  Ireland, 

426 

Paul,  St.  his  conyerfion  and 

million,  -  3S2 

- -  quotes  the  heathen  poets, 

297  and  w 

Paul  TI,  Pope,  his  veitments,  t 

490 

Pelagius  and  Pelagianifm,  421 

and  y 

Pentecoft,  day  of,  379,  380,  and 

e  * 

Pentateuch,  written  by  Mofes, 

0^180 

Perfecution  of  the  Jews,  by  An- 
tiochus,  291,  292  and  r 

- - of  Chriftianity,  by  the 

Jews,  - —  '  394 

- the  1  ft  general,  403  and  m 

- the  2d,  —  n  404 


Perfecution  the  4th,  p  405 

- -  the  10th,  409,  410  and  s 

■ - of  the  Orthodox,  by  the 

Arians  42 1 

—  chargeable  on  all  parties, 

042; 

— —  lefs  than  formerly,  476 
Perfecutions,  Popifii,  452,  to. 


- in  Germany,  454 

- - France,  455  and  a,  456 

and  b 

- England,  457 

- Scotland,  —  459 

— - Ireland,  ib.  and  d 

- Spain,  —  e  459 

- Spanilh  America,  ib. 

Perfons  of  the  Trinity,  e  50 
Perfonal  Types,  z  197 

Peter  the  Great,  —  463 


Philofophers,  the  heathen,  295, 

&  IT 

- - -  oppofed  the  gofpel,  40 1 

and  l. 

....  ■  -  Chriftian,  depraved  it, 

D  424 

Phials,  (in  the  Revelation)  the 
fir  ft  five  explained,  447,  448 
— - the  6th  and  7th,  503, 

Piety  of  the  Ifraelites  who  en¬ 
tered  Canaan,  190 

Pius  VI.  prefen t  Pope,  his  cha¬ 
rade  r,  —  —  0,476 

Pilgrims,  believers  fo  called,  v 

131 

Pillar  of  a  cloud  and  fire,  k  169 
Plots,  Popifli,  defeated,  450,  452 
Plutfcho,  Mr.Danifh  miifionary, 

m  468 

Points,  Hebrew,  g  16$ 

Poiycarp,  martyred,  p  405 

Pope’s  power  decreafed,  475, 

and 

Popes  idolized,  432  and  k 

■ - -  depofed  princes,  433 

and  l 

- -  robbed  the  people,  ib.  m 

- antichrift,  429  &  f 

- early  oppofed,  44 1  and  s 

Popery, 


! 


N  D  ;  E  x. 


Popery,  its  rife,  gradual,  p  43 1 
See  Anticbriji . 

Population,  ftateof,  at  the  flood, 

98 

- at  the  end  of  the  world, 

53 1 

Porphyry  wrote  againft  Chrif- 
tianity,  l  402 

Poverty  of  Chrifl,  342 

Preaching,  origin  of,  h  278 

• - of  Ezra,  —  ib. 

- - -  of  Chrifl,  332  and  1 

- - to  fpirits  in  prifon,  w 

350 

comfortable 
16 


Predeftination,  £ 
dodrine  — 

Prefence  of  the  Lord,  d  97 
Price  ot  redemption,  323  and  e 
Promife,  the  firfl  very  compre- 
henflve, 

Promifes,  abflrads  of  God’s  de- 
crees,  y  194 

Prophecies  fcarce  in  the  time  of 
the  judges,  e  204 

— —  abundant  after  the  capti¬ 
vity,  251 

of  Ezekiel  and  Daniel, 

270 

when  ceafed,  283 

fulfilment  of,  proves  the 
truth  of  revelation,  485 

—  as  to  the  prefervation  of 

the  church,  48  3 

—  concerning  antichrifl,  486 

to  494 

future  reafon  to  credit, 

495 

grand  period  of  fulfilling, 

520 

Prophets,  order  of,  inftituted, 

200,  &c. 

fchool  of,  ib. 

—  college  of,  204,  &c. 

—  conned  temporal  events 
with  fpiritual,  g  209,  o  232 
— -  feveral  eminent, 


Proteflantifm,  prefentflate  of  in 
Ruifia,  463  and  1 

Providence,  divine,  189,  36a, 

561  and  o 

rrovidences  extraordinary,  470 

.  and  n- 

Providential  deliverance  for  Ire- 
land,  D  4^ 

- feveral  in  England, 

450,  &c. 
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ERRATA, 


Fsge  148,  line  2,  for  Gen.xxiv.  15.  read  Gen.  xxii.  15. 

Note  b  line  10  from  the  bottom  for  read 
I77,  line  75  from  the  bottom  for  Hebrew ,  read  Hebrew s+ 

199,  line  14,  for  in  fire ,  read  in  the  fire. 

209,  Note  g,  laft  line  but  one,  for  Rabbis ,  read  Rabbins » 
ail,  line  16,  for  Daugbaer,  read  Daughter. 

215,  line  24,  for  from  day  forward,  read  from  that  day  forward* 

2.16  occurs  twice  ;  firit  time  Ihould  be  126. 

•228,  Note,  line  1,  for  p.  217,  read  215. 

,232,  Note,  line  11,  for  AhaD  sy  read  Abac's. 

_ _ _  _ _ _  ^  13,  for  Ah aby  read  Aha%. 

233,  Note,  line  4  from  the  bottom,  for  the  Ark,  read  Aaron’s  Rod, 

236,  line  4,  for  waned ,  read  wanned. 

342,  Note,  laft  line  but  two,  for  without  irrationality,  read  withal  irratiooallfy 
345, 1  Note  (qJ  and  (r)  fhould  be  tranfpofed  ;  i.  e.  note  (<^)  ihould  be  nyte* 
34S,  J  (r)  page  348  ;  and  note  (r)  Ihould  be  note  (q_)  p.  345. 

377  occurs  twice,  the  firft  time  it  ihould  be  373. 

397,  Note,  line  1,  for  aefiroyed ,  read  defiroyed. 

458,  Note,  line  19  from  the  bottom,  for  3000  read  2000. 

468,  Note,  line  11  from  the  bottom,  for  Gen.  Hifi.  read  Gen.  Difl. 

551,  Note,  line  4  from  the  bottom,  for  filed  read  fed. 

537,  (p)  Ihould  have  been  in&rted,  on  p  <46^  but  was  received  toaktfr. 
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